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PART  I 

dRIGINAL   COMMUNICATIONS. 


Obseroaiums  an  the  Nature  and  Cause  of  certain  Accidents  vAieM 
smelimes  occur  in  Battle^  and  have  been  usually  ascribed  to  the 
''  mnd  of  a  Ball. "    By  Mr  Daniel  Ellis. 

^Hs  aeddentfl  wbich  fotin  the  ^object  bf  ifie  present  communU 
"^  cation  are  of  a  kind  so  singular,  and,  in  their  nature,  so  re* 
mote  from  common  experience,  that  some  persons,  unable  to 
sccoont  for  them  on  known  mechanical  principles,  hare  been  fed 
altogether  to  doubt  their  occurrence ;  while  others,  ^h6  admit 
their  existence,  have  f^sorted  to  explanations  which  sifipesLr  to  bo 
irreconcHeriile  with  the  ordinary  operation  of  m'ecfa'anical  agents# 
With  respect  fo  the  actual  occifrrence  of  siich  accidents,  the 
foUowing  instances  afe  related  in  so  circtrnistantial  a  ndanner, 
and  come  recommended  by  such  respectable  authority,  that  it 
ieems  impossible  fo  refuse  them  crklit :  and  an  attempt,  there- 
fere,  to  asstmilate  them  to  the  efiects  produced  by  other  knowit 
rts,  and  to  assign  a  prdbable  i^planadon  of  the ,  mode  ia 
.h  they  may  be  occasioned,  will  not,-  it  is  hoped,  be  deemwl 
Unacceptable  to*  the  readers  of  the  Me£cal  Jo^rmd/ 


2  Mr  EIIis'5  Ohsermtions  on  AccHenh  Jstif 

**  Tlicre  is  a  singular  species  of  accident, "  says  Dr  Blane,  *•  to 
tvhich  engagements  at  sea  are  liable,  called,  perhaps  improperly, 
the  wind  of  a  ball.  In  whatever  manner  it  is  accounted  for,  it 
is  a  fact,  that  a  part  is  sometimes  severely  hurt,  and  even  life 
destroyed,  without  any  visible  external  injury  or  breach  of  parts, 
or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  the  injury  proceeded. 
There  were  two  instenees,  in  the  last  batUe,  *  of  a  ball  4>as6ing 
close  to  the  stomach,  and  producing  instant  death.  The  one 
was  a  lieutenant  of  the  R^al  Oak,,  uie  other  a  common  sailor 
of  the  Bedford.  Amah  m  another  ship,  in  consequence  of  a 
ball  passing  close  to  his  belly,  remained  without  sense  or  motion 
for  some  time,  and  a  large  livid  tumor  arose  on  the  part,  but  he 
recovered.  I  attended  a  mm  «t  the  hospital  at  Barbadoes,  who 
hf^d  the  buttons  of  his  trowsers  carrieo  off  by  a  cannon-ball, 
without  any  breach  in  th.e  skin.  The  ptAes  was  lived  and  swelfcd 
for  some  time  after :  he  suffered  exquisite  pain  from  strangury, 
which  seemed  to  proceed  bom  a  paralysis  of  the  bladder ;  for 
he  voided  no  urine  without  a  catheter  ror  nearly  three  months, 
after  which  time  be  recovered*  I  know  a  brave  young  officerf 
in  the  army,  who  had  his  epaulette  carried  off  by  a  cannon-ball 
at  Gharlestown,  in  consequence  of  which,  the  shoulder  and  ad- 
jacent parts  of  the  neck  were,  affected  for  some  time.  A  like 
accident  happened  to  a  marine  officer  in  one  of  the  late  engage- 
ments ;  but  in  neither  of  these  was  the  head  materially  affected, 
nor  is  it  so  apt  to  beaffiscted  in  this  way  tfs  the  stomach*  I  never 
•knew  death  the  consequence  of  the  wind  of  a  ball  on  the  head ; 
though  an  officer  %  in  the  Sul(an,  at  the  battle  of  Grenada,  was 
so  stunned  by  a  shot  passing  close  to  his  temple,  as  to  be 
insensible  for  some  time,  but  he  recovered  entirely  in  a  few 
hours. "  :     . 

**  In  some  cases,  '*  continues  f)r  Blane,  **  tlie  bones  sustaineil 
a  severe  injury  from  accidents  of  this  kind.  Two  instances  of! 
it  have  come  to  my  knowledge :  the  one  was  an  officer,  who  fell 
down  during  an  qu^agement  without  any  obvious  cause.  Upon 
examination,  the  tnigh  was  found  to  be  broken,  aiid  the  limb 
was  two  inches  shorter,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  bone 
being  pulverized,  as  it  were.  Tliere  was  no  pain.  The  integu^ 
ments  were  not  in  the  least  injured ;  so  that  this  appears  to  have 
been  what  is  called  the  **  wind  of  a  ball,"  but  what  ought,  mor<3 
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ptoperlyi  perhaps,  to  be  termed  the  brush  of  a  ball.  In  the  o- 
tfaer  instance,  two  of  the  false-ribs  were  fractured  and  dislo- 
csted,  with  tery  Ifttic  visible  affection  of  the  skin,  th.mgh  the 
clothes  werfe  torn.  This  accident  proved  fatal.  /'  Dr  Blane 
adds,  that  **  animals  are  aflfectecf  by  these  accidents  as  well  as 
men.  A  cow  in  the  Duke  was  killed  in  one  of  the  actions  in 
April,  by  a  doable-headed  shot  passinjr  close  to  the  small  of  her 

To  these  examples,  I  wfH  add  one  which  I  lately  met  with  iri 
a  smell  provincial  work,  in  which  it  is  stated,  that,  "  during  the 
blockade  of  Pontefract  Castle,  in  the  year  i6^5^  by  the  Pariia* 
ment's  army,  as  Sir  Thomas  Fairfax  and  Colonel  Forbes  were 
standing  and  conversing  together,  a  cannonf-shot  from  the  castle 
passed  betwixt  them,  the  wind  of  which  cast  them  both  to  the 
groaiid.  Cobnel  Forbes  lost  one  eye  by  the  accident,  but  Sir 
Thomas  received  no  material  injury.  "  t 

By  the  favour  of  a  friend,  who,  at  my  request,  obtainetl  the 
particulars  from  an  officer  of  rank  in  the  East  India  Company's 
service,  I  am  enabled  to  communicate  the  following  additional 
cases. — At  the  battle  of  Rohilcund,  in  the  year  ITTI-,  a  cannon- 
shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  the  ofncer  who  commanded 
the  artiUery,  and  occasioned  much  blackness  in  both  thighs,  but 
without  producing  any  breach  in  the  skin.  A  similar  occurrence 
took  place  in  the  year  178!,  in  ihe  retreat  of  the  army  from  the 
Ghauts,  where  a  shot  passed  between  the  thighs  of  an  officer  of 
the  Bombay  establishment,  and  produced  eiTects  similar  to  those 
described  above.  Both  these  officers  are  still  living  in  England, 
and  have  risen  to  high  stations  in  the  army.  At  the  siege  of 
Bassain,  near  Bombay,  in  the  year  1780,  a  sepoy,  who  was 
placed  in  the  trenches  to  look  out  for  shot,  was  toO  late  in 
dipping:  and  a  shot,  in  consequence,  knocked  off  liis  turban  in- 
to the  trench  behind  him.  The  sepoy  jumped  down  to  pick  it 
up.  A  surgeon,  who  happened  to  te  near  the  spot,  immediate* 
ly  went  to  him ;  but  found,  on  examination,  that  the  head  was' 
not  in  the  least  touched  by  the  ball.  From  the  state  of  the 
puke,  however,  the  surgeon  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  the  man 
to  the  hospital  ,•  and  though  no  external  injury  couki  be  dis- 
covered, the  man  died  in  less  than  48  houi-s  after  the  accident. 
The  officer  who  communicated  these  facts,  and  who  was  in  the 
trenches  at  the  tfme,  thinks  he  heard  it  said  that  the  surgeon/ 
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(Bojd),  examined  the  sepoy's  head  after  death,  and  ^foand  aa 
effusion  of  blood. 

The  same  friend  has  informed  me  that  a  gentleman,  now  re- 
sident in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  while  serving  as  an  officer 
in  the  trenches  at  the  siege  of  Bergen- op- Zoom,  and  in  the  act 
of  stooping  to  assist  a  soldier  who  had  fallen,  lost  instanta* 
neously  the  sight  of  one  eye,  and  gradually  that  of  the  other, 
in  consequence  of  a  cannon-ball  passing  across  his  face,  but 
without  touching  it,  and  lodging  in  the  opposite  side  of  the 
trench. 

By  another  friend,  who  served  as  an  officer  at  the  siege  of 
Seringapatam,  I  have  been  informed  that  a  lieutenant  of  the  2d 
battahon  of  Bengal  Volunteers,  when  standing  in  the  trenches 
before  that  place,  was  struck  down  by  a  cannon-ball  passing 
close  to  his  thigh,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black  $  but 
there  was  no  breach  of  the  external  skin,  nor  other  visible  sign 
of  injury.  In  another  instance,  a  ball  passed  close  to  the  face 
of  anotner  officer  of  the  same  battalion,  which  struck  him. 
down,  and  caused  a  blackness  of  the  side  of  the  face  $  but  pro- 
duced no  other  sensible  injury.  The  same  gentleman,  however, 
informs  me,  that  Captain  M.  of  the  Bengal  Native  Infantry,  while 
serving  in  the  aimy  with  Lord  Lake  in  the  west  of  India,  lost 
the  si^t  of  both  eyes  by  the  passage  of  a  cannon-ball  across  his 
face,  which,  however,  inflicted  no  external  mark  of  injury.  To 
these  instances  may  be  added  that  of  Colonel  M.,  of  the  Bengal 
Artillery,  who,  at  the  siege  of  Seringapatam,  while  standing  in 
one  of  the  batteries,  and  looking  through  a  telescope  at  the  ene* 
my's  works,  at  the  distance  of  between  400  and  500  yards,  was 
struck  by  a  cannon-ball,  which  broke  his  fore-arm,  and  passed 
across  his  breast,  but  without  touching  it.  His  arm  was  ampu- 
tated above  the  elbow,  and  nothing  unfavourable  occurred  in 
the  operation.  He  died,  however,  in  a  few  days,  not,  as  was 
conceived,  from  the  effects  of  the  injury  done  to  the  arm,  but 
from  the  "  wind  of  the  ball,  "  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  sur- 
geon, acted  on  his  chest,  which  was  rendered  perfectly  black* 
although  the  external  skin  remained  quite  sound,  All  these  in* 
stances  are  represented  to  have  created  much  discussion  among 
the  medical  officers  of  the  Indian  army ;  /ind  were  generally 
considered  by  them  to  be  produced  by  what  has  been  called 
the  "  wind  of  a  ball.  " 

I  have  been  anxious  to  collect  examples  of  these  iiccidents 
from  different  and  distant  sources,  since  they  afford  the  l>est 
means  of  counteracting  that  incredulity  with  which,  I  know* 
that  most  persons  are,  at  first,  disposed  to  regard  them  i  btitj 
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after  the  detail  which  has  now  been  pven,  I  cannot  but  thinlc, 
widi  Dr  Blane,  that  the  facts,  which  establish  their  occurrence^ 
^  do  not  admit  of  doubt  **  The  manner ^  however,  in  which  the 
effects  are  produced  is,  he  adds,  matter  of  conjecture  $  but,  per« 
haps,  it  is  owing  to  the  compression  and  tremor  of  the  air,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  resistance  to  the  motion  of  the  baD.  From  the 
drcnmstance  of  the  bones  being  sometimes  broken,  mereproxi' 
mf(y,  according  to  him,  is  not  sufficient  to  produce  the  effect ; 
there  must  be  some  sort  of  contact ;  and  pernaps,  he  adds,  it  is 
explicable  as  follows :  "  It  has  been  ascertained  that  all  balls 
and  ballets,  except  those  from  rifled  pieces,  have  a  rotatory  mo- 
tion in  their  flight.  It  is  evident,  that  this  motion,  on  one  side 
of  the  bdl,  wilicoincide  with  the  direction  of  its  flight,  and  the 
other  will  be  in  the  opposite  direction.  Now,  if  the  latter  side 
diould  come  in  contact  with  any  part  of  the  body,  it  is  conceiv- 
able that,  in  place  of  carrying  it  away,  it  would  roll  over  it,  as 
it  were,  and  only  make  a  contusion. ''  * 

Granting,  however,  that  the  air,  on  these  occasions,  suffers 
compression  and  tremor,  or  that  the  ball  itself  acquires  a  rota- 
tory motion  in  its  flight,  yet  many  of  the  effects  described  by 
Dr  Blane,  cannot,  with  any  nrobability,  be  attributed  to  the 
operation  of  these  causes.  No  force,  for  example,  impressed 
upon  the  air,  nor  any  motion  communicated  to»a  ball,  can  enable 
these  agents,  in  a  mechanical  manner,  to  impair  vision,  paralyze 
the  bladder,  break  the  bones,  and  even  destrov  life,  witnout  in- 
flicting any  **  visible  external  injury,  or  breach  of  the  parts."  Some 
sort  of  contact,  indeed,  Dr  Biane  declares  to  be  necessary  $  buty 
surrounded  as  the  thigh-bone  is  with  integuroental  and  muscular 
substance,  how  can  tliat  contact,  by  whidi  it  is  *<  pulverized,  ** 
take  place,  **  without  the  integuments  being  in  the  least  in- 
jared  ?  "  The  ordinary  effect  of  a  canon^bau,  when  it  strikes 
the  body  at  a  very  considerable  distance,  is  to  wound  and  muti- 
late it  in  a  greater  or  less  degree ;  but,  in  most  of  the  examples 
above  given,  although  the  distance  seldom  exceeded  a  few  hun- 
dred yards,  no  external  wound  was  made.  Even  ^ent  musket- 
balls,  when  incapable  of  hurting  the  bones,  often  penetrate  the . 
soft  parts,  and  pursue  extraordinary  courses  in  them,  in  conse- 
quence of  being  resisted  and  turned  aside  by  the  bones.  *  In  some 
of  the  cases,  however,  which  have  just  been  quoted,  the  bones 
akme  sufiSsnsd ;  while  the  soft  parts,  which  enveloped  them^ 
continued  souxid.  These  facts,  in  common  with  many  others^ 
seem  clearly  to  prove,  that  it  is  not  to  the  contact,  but  to  th^ 
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proximity^  oF  the  ball,  that  the  violent  effects,  described  above, 
are  truly  to  be  referred.  To  ine,  iodecd,  these  accidents  ap- 
pear altogether  different  from  tiiose  produced  by  the  op^srat^on  of 
orc^inary  mechai  ical  agents;  and  bear,  in  all  their  circumstances, 
9  much  nearer  resemblance  to  the  effects  which,  in  many  cases, 
sucrecd  to  the  action  of  atmospheric  electricity.  In  support  of  tliis 
opinion,  I  beg  leave  to  adduce  the  f<>llowing  examples. 

A  man  was  suddenly  attacked  with  failure  of  sight,  and  a 
sense  of  fullness  and  uneasiness  in  the  stiunach,  wbioh  be  first 
felt  after  being  exposed  to  a  flash  of  lightning :  his  ^ight  ji^ra- 
dually  declined,  and,  although  no  ahcration  occurred  in  the 
state  of  his  pulse  or  skjn,  he  continued  to  grow  worse,  and  died 
on  the  fifth  day.  On  opening  the  body,  all  the  vi^era^  except 
the  stomach,  were  apparently  sound  |  but  that  organ  seemed  to 
be  in  n  mortified  state.  T^^is  state,  it  is  added,  was  doubtless 
occasioned  by  the  flash  of  lightning,  and  yet  no  max\i  was  visi- 
ble on  the  teguments  of  the  body,  throuj{h  which  the  electric 
matter  must  have  passed.  *  The  loss  of  sense  and  motion,  and 
the  formation  of  livid  marks,  which  have  been  ascribed  to  the 
**  wird  of  a  ball,**  are  likewise  common  consequences  irf  the 
operation  of  lightning.  In  one  fatal  cas£,  recorded  in  the  Phi- 
losophical Transactions,  the  electric  matter  entered  the  body 
under  the  left  ear,  and  pai»sed  clown  the  back,  which  it  gendered 
as  '^  black  as  ink. "  f  In  a  second  instance,  sensation  and  circu- 
lation seemed  to  be  suspended  by  a  stroke  of  lightniog,  and  it 
left  a  blacl^  mark  on  the  thigh,  which  disappeared  in  a  few  days, 
and  sensation  also  returned.^  {n  a  third  case,  a  man  was 
fc'truck  dead  by  lightning,  and  his  body  was  rendered  totally 
black :  his  clothes  were  torn,  but  no  particular  flesli  wound  was 
made,  ||  The  circunisitanccs  of  the  button^  being  torn  from  tlie 
clothes,  and  the  cpaidettos  carried  away  by  the  "  wind  of  a 
ball,  "  sre  likewise  analogous  to  the  eiiects  spmetimes  produceU 
by  lightning  J  for,  in  U\e  foregoing  cases,  the  metallic  sub- 
stances, about  the  persons  struck,  was,  in  some  instances  fused  : 
in  others,  it  was  torn  from  tlie  clotjies  i  and  in  others  it  re- 
mained uniiijured.  Lastly,  the  fracture  of  the  bones,  without 
injury  to  the  s>kin,  is  also  afliectcd  by  the  agency  of  lij^tning : 
Tliu^  a  person  at  Troyes  was  kiJlcd  by  ligluning,  and  his  bones 
were  found  broken,  without  any  appearance  of  external  injur}-, 
^luschenbroek  relates  a  similar  fact  that  came  within  his  own 
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kn0iHe%e.  During  a  tbttoder-stcMrin,  the  lightoing  struck  a 
flock  of  sheep,  whioi  were  aJl  instantly  killed,  a«d  tneir  bones 
hro\m  into  minate  pieces  and  dispersed  through  the  flesh,  with- 
out any  external  loion.  *  Extraordinary  as  these  fiicts  may 
seem^  they  will  perhaps  appear  less  wonderfal  to  those  who  have 
experieooed  a  araart  shock  from  a  common  electrical  niackine« 
in  which,  alAouf^  no  efilect  is  produced  on  the  skin,  a  momen- 
tary sensaition  of  fracture  is  communicated  by  the  hemes,  arising, 
no  doubt,  frcfoi  their  imperfectly  conducting  power ;  while  the 
soft  parts,  by  yielding  a  ready  transit  to  the  subtile  matter,  im- 
part no  such  feeling* 

Tlie  foregoing  &cts  sufficiently  prove,  that  all  the  pecuKar 
effects,  usually  ascribed  to  the  *^  wind  of  a  ball, "  are  likewise 
occasioned  by  the  varied  operation  of  atmospheric  electrieity ; 
for,  in  both  cases,  persons  are  suddenly  struck  down  with  loss 
of  sense  and  motion,  vision  is  impaired  or  irreparably  injored, 
the  body  is  discofeured,  the  nerves  paralysed,  the  bones  broken, 
and  even  life  destroyed,  *^  without  anv  visible  external  injury  or 
breach  of  parts,  or  any  appearance  of  the  body  from  whence  the 
injary  proceeded.  '*  The  feet,  also,  of  metallic  matter  being 
torn  from  the  ck)thes,  without  the  ball  having  actually  touched 
tltem,  16  a  circomstance  so  truly  electrical,  as  to  be  almost  of  it- 
self sufficient  to  identify  the  nature  of  the  agents  by  which  such 
eflfects  are  produced.  Indeed,  it  may  be  safelv  asserted,  that 
many  of  the  effects  above  mentioned,  both  in  tneir  nature  and 
in  the  mode  of  their  occurrence,  are  such  as  cannot  be  occa- 
sioned by  any  ordinary  mechanical  agent  i  and  must  therefore 
be  attribnted  to  the  operation  of  electricity,  or  of  some  subtile 
matter,  possessed  of  similar  powers.  Are  there  then  sufficient 
reasons  (or  believing  that  electric,  or  other  similar  matter,  exists 
in  the  air,  and  may  be  accumulated  or  developed,  by  the  mo- 
tion of  a  cannon-ball,  in  a  quantity  adequate  to  produce  the  ex- 
traordinary efiects  ascribed  to  the  '^  wind  of  a  ball  i  *' 

It  is  known  that  electric  matter  is  abundantly  diflused  through 
the  atmosphere,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  is  often  acciunulated  in 
a  qnantity  sufficient  to  produce  the  most  violent  effiscts  $  but  it 
cannot,  I  think,  be  reasonably  maintained,  that  a  cannon-ball, 
in  its  flight  through  so  small  a  portion  of  air,  is  able,  by  fric« 
tion  or  other  means,  to  collect,  from  this  source  alone,  electri- 
city sufficient -to  produce  the  accidents  ascribed  to  the  **  wind  of 
a  ball." 

Besides,  however,  yielding  the  electricity  which  may  be  dif- 
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fused  through  it,  man^  facts  show  that  a  subtile  matter,  possess- 
iiYg  electrical  properties,  may  be  developed  from  the  air  by  the 
operations  of  chemical  action.  Chemists  have  amply  proved^  that 
all  permanently  elastic  fluids  owe  their  'gaseous  fiirni  to  the  pre- 
sente'of 'caloric  in  a  iatent  state ;  and  that,  when  the  elasticity 
of  the  gas  is  reduced  or  overcome,  its  latent  caloric  is  more  or 
less  set  free.  The  oxyeenoui;  portion  of  our  atmosphere  con- 
tains a  large  quantity  of  this  latent  beat,  and  when»  in  combus- 
tlbn  or  other  chemical  operations,  this  gas  loses  its  elasticity, 
its  caloric  is  developed,  and  exhibited  in  a  sensiUe  state.  ^ 

But  this  subtile  or  calorific  matter,  which  oxygen  gas  is  thus 
capable  of  aflbrding«  may  be  made  to  exhibit  the  properties  of  the 
electric  fluid  ;  for  DrWollaston' found  that  this  gas  contributed 
to  the  production '  of  electricity,  by  entering  into  combination 
with  the  amalgam  of  the  rubber  of  the  machine;  and  that,  when 
the  machine  wa9  duly  insulated,  no  electricity  was  developed, 
cither  if  the  oxygen  gas  was  withdrawn,  or  if  an  afnalgam,  in« 
capable  of  oxidation,  was^employed :  *— facts  which  seem  clearly 
to  prove,  that  the  air  contains,  in  a  latent  state,  el^tric,  or  other 
similar  matter  $  and  that  it  yields  this  matter,  in  a  Sensible  state, 
when,  in  these  instances,  it  enters  into  chemical  combination. 

Farther,  a  subtile  matter,  resembling  in  its  properties  the  elec- 
tric fluids  is  developed  from  the  air,  when  its  elasticity  is  redu*  i 
ced  by  mechanical  means.  By  simply  dotibling  the  ordinary  den- 
fiity  of  the  air,  Mr  Dalton  found  that  caloric  was  disengaged  suf- 
ficient to  raise  the  temperature  several  degrees  ;f  and  in  the 
greater  and  more  rapid  condensation  to  which  the  air  is  submit- 
ted in  an  air  gun^  a  flash  of  light  is  sometimes  vistb]e>  aa  Mr 
Fletcher  observed.  %  M.  Mollet  farther  remarked,  that  combus- 
tible substances  were  readily  inflamed  in  a  condensing  syringe,  by 
a  few  strokes  of  the  piston  ;  $  and  in  subsequent  experiments  of 
M.  Biot,  oxygen  and  hydrogen  sases,  mingled  in  the  proportions 
proper  to  form  water,  afibrded^  by  their  rapid  condensational 
subtile  matter  sufficient  to  inflame  them,'  in  the  same  manner, 
acid  with  the  same  phenomena,  as  the  electric  spark  bperates.  (|j 
Without  contending,  therefore,  for  the  absolute  identity  of  calo^ 
ric  and  the  electric  fluid,  these  facts  must  be  allowed  to  prov^ 
that  a  subtile  matter,  exhibiting  the  appearances  and  possessinfj 
the  distinguishing  properties  of  that  fluid,  exists  in  gaseous  boi 

•  Phil  Tnuis.  1801,  p.  435. 

f  Manchester  Memoirs,  vol.  v. 

I   Nicholson*s  journal,  vol.  x.  p.  j»0. 

$  Philosophical  Magazine,  xiv^  p.  5263. 

11^  Hauy's  Traite  de  Pbys.  ^.m.  li.  p.  g53. 
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dies;  and  that  it  may  bp  developed  bj  reducing  their  elatticitjr, 
whether  this  be  accomplished  by  chemical  or  mechanical  means. 
Is  it  then  probable  that  a  cannon-ball,  in  iu  flight  through  the 
suTy  acts  upon  it  in  such  a  manner  as  to  develop  and  accumu- 
late  a  irnantity  of  this  subtile  matter  ? 

By  tnose  fMiilosophersy  who  have  particularly  directed  their 
attention  to  the  motion  of  projectiles,  we  are  informedt  that 
elastic  fluids,  as  that  of  the  atmosphere,  do  not  quickly  fill  up 
the  space  quitted  by  the  bod^  in  motion,  but  condense  more  and 
more  before  it  the  quicker  it  moves.  From  the  experiments  of 
Dr  Hntton,  it  iq^iears,  that  a  cannon-ball,  of  about  two  inches 
in  diameter,  moving  with  the  velocity  of  1000  feet  per  second, 
eocounters  a  resistance  from  the  air  equal  to  S50  ounces ;  while 
the  resistance  opposed  to  the  same  ball,  when  moving  with  a 
double  velocity,  is  equal  to  1569  ounces,  or  more  than  four 
times  as  great.  *  By  this  increasing  resistance,  and  consequent 
condensation  of  the  air,  its  latent  odoric  will  necessarily  be  de< 
veloped ;  and  as  this  subtile  matter  has  been  shown,  in  so  many 
of  its  properties,  to  resemble  the  electric  fluid,  it  ma^,  like  it,  be 
supposed  to  accumulate  in  the  ball*  and  be  carried  torward  with 
it,  either  till  the  velocity  of  the  I>all  so  much  yiminish  as  to  per- 
mit its  gradual  difiiision,  or  till,  like  the  electric  fluid,  it  be  sud- 
denly drawn  ofi*,  in  the  passage  of  the  ball,  by  some  less  highly- 
diarized  conducting  substance.  In  the  latter  event,  it  may,  ac« 
cordm^  to  its  intensity,  produce  those  accidents  already  related ; 
and  hence  the  ei&cts,  usually  ascribed  to  the  leind  oj  a  bali^  may 
be  considered  as,  in  their  nature,  truly  electrical,  and  as  really 
caused  by  the  agency  fjf  the  subttle  matter  developed  by  tlie  cun* 
densaticn  iff  the  air  duiing  the  projectile's  rapid  motion. 

I  may  add,  that  those  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  the 
calorific  matter,  developed  by  the  condensation  of  a  few  cubic 
inches  of  air,  in  a  common  syringe,  wi^l  readily  conceive  what 
may  be  the  operation  of  a  24  pounder,  the  section  of  whose 
great  circle  is  about  25  square  inches,  and  which,  therefore,  in 
a  flight  of  300  yards,  or  about  point-blanc  range,  must,  in  half  ir 
iBecond  of  time,  act  upon  and  displace  156  cubic  feet  of  air. 

3ut  this  accumulation  of  subtile  matter,  which  has  been  thus 
supposed  to  attend  the  rapid  motion  of  a  ball,  can/  in  consis- 
tency with  the  principles  aoove  stated,  occur  only  in  the  earlier 
|)erifxl  of  its  flight;  since  it  then  not  only  acta  on  a  greater 
quantity  of  air  in  a  shorter  dme,  but  this  air,  by  its  greater  re- 
Mstance  then^  also  suflers  greater  coadensation.    At  very  small 
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drstsnces  ako»  it  is  probaUd  that,  afehoug^  fihfi  initial  Telocxty 
ol'dw  b:^  be  so  ^eat,  yet  no  oonsiderabie  aociunulation  of  sub- 
liie  matter  wiil  take  place,  because  sufficieot  space  Mil  not  have 
been  tnn'ersed  to  enable  the  air  to  sSard  it ;  while,  at  very 
peat  distances,  as  the  vek^city  declines,  the  resistanoe  dimin]flit<* 
c9«  and  die  air  will  then  no  lonjs^r  be  condensed  in  a  degree  suf- 
Ikient  to  yield  its  latent  caiorificnriatter.  It  is  poasiUe  ako  that, 
in  a  «cry  nioisc  atmosphere,  do  |p*eat  aocamulation  will  arifie, 
because  the  condtDctifif;  and  diiiperaine  property  of  llie  air,  ma^^ 
then  nearly  ec  quite  equal  the  conaensing  and  aocumolating 
jiowcr  c>f  the  ball ;  while,  in  a  very  dry  atmospkere,  less  subtile 
nt^tter  will  be  carried  oif,  and  more,  therefore,  will  remaki  in 
the  ball ;  and  tiiose  consideratioiiift  may,  perhaps,  explahi  the  ap> 
parent  tact  of  the  niore  frequent  occurrence  of  such  aoddevts  ia 
the  East  and  West  Inilief,  than  in  Europe,  hatstfy,  We  may 
add,  that  Kiost  of  the  accidents,  ascribed  to  the  >*  wind  of  a 
bell, "  £aein  to  occur  in  sea^engf^^ctneats,  or  in  the  operation  of 
sieges,  in  botli  of  which  the  contending  parties  ftght  ollen  witb- 
in 'porni-blane  range^  and  the  ball  prooeeds  nearly  in  a  horizontal 
course  ;  but,  in  land  battles,  from  the  greater  dsstasice  at  which 
the  artillery  is  usuqiiy  served,  and  the  consequent  ekvation  ^vea 
to  the  piece,  the  ball  is  at  once  carriei}  out  of  the  horissontd  path, 
and  does  not  again  conie  near  its  otsject,  until  its  velocity  is  so 
Biucb  spent  as  to  disable  it  froni  producing  on  the  air  those  eC> 
frets  which  attttid  its  more  rapid  motion. 

1  shall  pomrlude  t)y  observing,  timt  the  opinion  which  I  have 
dues  ventured  to  bring  forward,  respecting  the  electrical  nature 
^  the  e&ct  sometinies  produced  by  the  rapid  motioa  of  a  baN, 
itii^it,  I  conceive,  whhout  difficulty,  be  submitted  to  actual  ex* 
periment  $  and  should  these  observations  fall  under  the  notice  of 
sny  of  the  ingenious  and  scientific  persons  connected  with  the 
ordinance  department,  who  have  freouent  opportunities,  and  may 
desire  to  make  it,  to  such  persons  tne  means  of  execution,  and 
the  precautions  required^  will,  after  what  has  been  stated,  rea« 
shly  suggest  themselveB. 

Edinburgh^  20th  Naoember  1811. 
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Histmyiff  aC^»e<tf  Imfrneikable'LiAour^  in  which  the  Ceesarean 
Operation  vas  performed.     By  George  Kellie,  M.D. 

T  ATE  on  WcAicsday  evening,  the  3d  of  July  181 1,  I  was  re- 
^  qaested  by  Mrs  McLaren,  midwife  in  Leitn,  to  visit  Mrs  M, 
who  had  been  in  hbour  und^r  her  care  since  an  early  hour  of  the 
same  morning. 

She  raformed  ane  that  the  waters  had  come  off  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labour  |  that  although  the  pains  had  continued 
with  great  regularity  and  smartness,  she  was  not  sensible  that  the 
presenting  part,  which  she  believed  to  be  the  breech,  had  made  any 
pn^ress  ;  and  that,  having  reason  to  suspect  an  uncommon  nar- 
rowness of  the  pelvis,  she  had  iudged  my  assistance  necessary. 

On  examination,  I  found  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis,  thougli  di- 
roinisliedy  sufficiently  open  to  admit  the  introduction  of  my  hand, 
which  immediately  encountered  a  round  and  rensting  tumor, 
which,  for  a  moment,  imposed  upon  mc  for  the  head  of  the 
child,  advanced  wilhin  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  but  which  I  soon 
discovered  to  be  the  preternatural  prqection  of  the  sacrum  and 
lombar  vertebrae.  Coursing  my  fingers  beyond  this,  I,  with 
conriderable  difBcnl^,  was  enabled  to  reach  the  os  uteri  towards 
the  feft  side,  ami  to  fed  with  the  point  of  one  finger  the  present* 
\fi%  part  of  the  child,  which  I  concluded  to  be  one  of  the  hips, 
above  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  Passing  then  my  finger  in  the  di- 
rection between  the  acetaHuIum  and  the  projection  of  the  sacrum, 
I  found  the  space  so  much  confined,  that,  according  to  my  judij- 
ment,  it  equld  Kttle,  if  at  all,  exceed  two  inches :  on  the  right 
side  it  seemed  even  less  than  this  measurement ;  and  pressing  my 
finger  forward  towards  the  pubes,  I  found  that  it  could  barely  be 
admitted  into  a  space  at  the  symphysis,  formed  by  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  two  bones. 

On  inquiring  into  the  previous  history  of  this  unfortunate  wo- 
man, I  learned  the  fallowing  particulars  from  herself,  and  Mrs 
McLaren  who  had  attended  ner  on  former  occasions.  Her  age  is 
twenty  seven  years.  She  has  been  married  ten  years,  and  ha9 
borne  four  living  children,  the  labt  a  little  more  than  three  years 
ago.  Between'  five  and  six  years  back,  being  pregnant  of  her 
third  child,  and  indeed  for  some  time  previous  to  uiis,  she  suf- 
fered much  from  what  was  deemed  a  rheumatism  of  the  loins  and 
Ivips ;  she  waHLcd  with  pain,  and  her  gait  was  lame  and  unsteady. 
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She  went,  however,  her  full  time,  and  had  an  easy  and  natural 
labour ;  but  after  recovery,  her  lameness  became  so  great,  that 
she  could  hardly  put  a  foot  to  the  ground. 

Early  in  May  1808,  she  was  again  delivered  by  Mrs  M^Larm 
of  a  living  child,  after  a  labour  which,  though  natural,  was  more 
severe  and  protracted  than  usual :  And  the  observations  made  by 
Mrs  McLaren  on  this  occasion,  led  her  to  conclude  that  the  pet- 
vis  had  already  become  somewhat  mishapen,  and  to  dread  more 
formidable  difficulties  in  the  event  of  a  future  labour.  From  this 
time  to  the  present,  or  for  upwards  of  three  years,  Mrs  M.  has 
been  confined  entirely  to  bed,  unable  even  to  turn  herself  irom 
one  side  to  another,  or  to  raise  herself  from  her  piUow  without  be- 
ing assisted.  Her  lowq, extremities  have  for  some  time  been 
quite  paralytic.  She  is  greatly  emaciated,  and  her  general  health 
is  much  impaired  by  continued  suffering,  and  inevitable  confine- 
ment to  bed.  Yet,  in  tins  deplorable  condition,  she  again  became 
pregnant,  and  without  accidents  she  has  attained  her  full  time. 
At  this  my  first  visit*  the  labour-pains  had  considerably  relaxed; 
they  were  feeble,  and  the  intervals  of  ease  long  $  she  was  neither 
much  heated  nor  btigued,  and  her  pulse,  which  did  not  exceed  a 
b  undred ,  tolerably  gcKxl.  The  opinion  I  then  gave  to  the  midwife 
was,  tliat  the  deformity  of  the  pelvis  was  so  great,  that  natural 
and  unassisted  labour  was  utterly  impossible ;  that  it  was  even 
doubtful  if  the  child  could  by  any  means  be  extracted  per  vtus 
naturales;  that,  as  yet,  however,  the  os  uteri  was  but  partially 
dilated,  the  presenting  part  still  high  above  the  brim  of  the  pel- 
vis, and  barely  cognizable  i  and  that,  as  the  patient  seemed  little 
fatigued  or  exhausted,  it  was  most  adviseable  to  wait  a  little,  till, 
by  a  continuance  of  more  effectual  labour,  the  os  uteri  should  be- 
come wider  and  more  yielding,  and  the  presentation  should  come 
more  within  reach,  when,  if  practicable,  I  might  endeavour  to 
deliver  her  by  the  crotchet*  Meanwhile,  I  recommended  that 
the  patient's  strength  should  be  economized  and  supported  by 
some  light  nourishment,  by  a  soothing  and  encouraging  deport- 
ment, and  by  a  free  ventilation  of  her  small  apartment.  The  blad- 
der and  rectum  had  been  lately  emptied.  I  left  her,  therefore, 
for  the  present,  requesting  the  midwife  to  call  me  whenever  she 
should  deem  it  necessary,  or  when,  from  the  state  of  the  labour, 
she  should  think  my  assistance  could  be  useful,  consistently  with 
the  opinion  given  of  the  case. 

When  I  called  next  morning,  I  learned  that,  with  occasional 
intervals  of  ease,  the  labour  pains  had  been  regular,  frequent, 
and  urgent.  Yet,  on  examination,  so  far  from  Ending  that  any 
advantage  had  been  gained,  or  progress  made,  since  I  bad  left 
licr,  I  could  not  now  bring  my  finger  to  touch  any  presenting 
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part,  aid  t  was  more  oonvtnced  ihat  the  deformity  was  sach  as 
to  raider  delivery  by  the  pelvis  impracticable.  The  patient  wa^ 
nowliot,  thirsty*  and  restless;  her  pulse  was  beating  120,  and 
sbe  was  coiuplainiiig  of  fiuigiiey  with  sickness  and  vomiting.  Bo- 
ttles Mrs  McLaren,  originally  in  attendance^  I  found  in  the  room 
Mn  Craip^  another  intelligent  and  respectable  midwife  $  and  I 
explained  to  them,  and  to  the  husband,  the  view  I  entertained 
of  the  state  and  event  of  this  most  distressing  cuse ;  all  the  cir* 
Ciimstanoes  of  which  opposed  the  possibility  of  delivery  by  any 
other  means  than  the  Caesarean  section,  by  which  indeed,  the 
chiUy  if  yet  aUve,  might  be  saved,  though  there  scerned  no  like* 
Ebood  of  the  woman  surviving  an  operation  which  had  hitherto 
proved  in  this  country  so  fatal  in  its  issue,  even  when  performech 
under  fiir  more  auspicious  signs.  Still,  however,  it  afiFordcJ  tho 
oqIv  dianoe  which  she  had ;  and  undelivered,  both  mother  and 
child  most  inevitably  perish. 

With  this  view  or  tne  case  before  them,  I  barged  them  to  de- 
]iba:ate  with  the  patient's  friends,  and  then  to  sute  the  circum* 
itanoei  to  herself  i  and  if  the  chances  held  out  by  the  operation 
were  accepted,  to  add,  that  I  should  provide  myself  with  the  ne« 
cessary  assistance,  and  be  ready  to  perform  it ;  or,  if  farther  opi* 
nioo,  advice,  or  consultation  was  desired,  that  it  might  be  had 
without  loss  of  time 

The  result  was,  that  the  patient  and  her  friends,  towards  even* 
10^  became  willing  to  submit  to  any  measures,  however  doubt« 
fbCwhidi  affi>rded  a  chance  of  saving  one  or  both  lives.  As  was 
desired  by  them,  Dr^Iliomas  Anderson  now  very  obligingly  vi« 
sited  her  along  with  me^  and  after  a  deliberate  examination,  de» 
dared  his  c^nion  also  to  be,  that  delivery,  per  vias  naturaltSf 
vas  impracticable. 

Witn  an  affecting  resignation  on  the  part  of  the  patient  and  her 
friends,  the  operation  was  nowYuIly  agreed  to ;  and  between  nine 
and  ten  erf*  the  eveninfl^  assisted  by  Drs  Thomas  and  Charles  An- 
dereoDy  Charles  and  Bain  Cheyne,  I  proceeded  to  perform  it. 

The  line  of  incision  was  on  the  edge  of  the  left  rectus  muscle, 
extending  from  two  inches  and  a  half  above  the  navel,  to  four 
below  it*  The  integuments  being  thus  divided  to  the  extent  of  sis 
inches  and  a  half,  I  opened  the  peritonaeum  at  the  upper  extremi* 
tv  rf  the  incision,  and  by  means  of  a  probe> pointed  bistoury, 
guarded  by  my  finger,  slit  this  membrane  open  to  the  same  ex*  * 
teot :  in  the  same  manner  I  divided  the  uterus,  and  then  with 
mj  finders  ruptured  the  membranes.  The  shoulders  and  neck  of 
the  child  were  exposed,  and  an  elbow  and  arm  immediately  pro** 
trodeLl ;  the  presentation  towards  the  pelvis  was  the  breech, 
•xtracted  the  chlU,  after  liberating  the  head  from  the  upper  - 
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of  tlie  uteruff;  and  to  my  great  sxtisfaction,  the  infant,  a  boy  of 
fiHi  size,  was  born  alive.  The  placenta  waa  instantly  and  easily 
delivered;  the  n terns  contracted  vigoronsly  round  my  hand ;  and 
no  hsemorrfaage  occurred  during  me  whole  operation,  either  to 
embarrass  me,  or  to  affect  the  patient.  The  only  embarrassing 
occurrence  was  a  considerable  protrusion  of  the  intestines  which 
immediately  followed  the  subsidence  of  the  womb  i-^and  we  re^ 
marked  that  these  were  already  affected  with  inflammation. 

Nothing  else  opposed  for  a  moment  the  necessary  dressings. 
Tlie  inU^roenU  were  soon^  howeter,  united  by  the  interrtipted 
suture,  and  farther  secured  in  apposition  with  straps  of  adhesive 

Klaster.  Compresses  and  bandage  were  then  applied,  so  as  firm-* 
J  and  equally  to  compress  aud  sustain  the  parietes  of  the  abdo- 
men. 

The  patient  sustained  the  operation  with  great  fortitude.  Nor 
did  she,  after  it,  appear  more  remarkably  low  and  fatigued  than 
before.  Her  puke  was  tolerably  firm,  and  djd  not  exceed  1^0. 
The  stomach  however  was  more  «i&cted  with  severe  efibrts  to 
vomit,  so  frequently  renewed,  that  nothing  for  a  while  could  be 
brought  to  remain.  An  opiate  administered  by  the  month  be* 
ing  also  rejected,  three  graini^  of  opium  were  pushed  up  the 
rectum :  imJ  in  no  long  time  the  stomach  became  more  settled. 
When  I  left  her  about  midnight,  she  had  retained  several  spoon- 
fbls  of  panada,  and  seoned  tolerably  easy  and  composed. 

The  child  who  some  time  after  his  birth  appeared  rather  low, 
and  somewhat  oppressed  in  his  breathing,  was  by  this  time  re- 
covered, and  dressed.  He  had  purged,  and  passed  urine ;  and 
when  I  took  my  leave^  he  was  sucking  very  heartily,  a  neighbour 
who  had  been  delivered  a  fortnight  ago  having  proffered  him  her 
breast 

5tk  July^  9  A.  M#— She  has  had  some  quiet  sleep,  and  has 
upon  the  whole  been  mudi  easier  and  composed  than  was  ex* 
pected.  The  stomadi  has  given  her  less  disturbance ;  and  ahe 
has  taken  and  retained  a  cup  of  tea  and  a  piece  of  toasted  bread 
for  breakfast.  She  has  urined  once  f  and  there  is  some  appear- 
ance of  lochial  discharge  per  vagtnam.  She  is  perfectly  compos- 
ed, and  says  she  has  suffered  nothing  but  a  few  occasional  pains, 
whidi  she  considered  as  after-pains.  She  complains  of  nausea, 
and  thirst,  which  she  is  afraid  to  indulge  on  account  of  the  dis- 
position to  retching*  The  skin  does  not  feel  very  hot,  nor  is  the 
tongue  arid  or  fom ;  but  her  cheeks  have  a  flushed  and  hectic 
circumscription,  and  the  pulse  is  sharp,  and  about  ISO. 

Wi^  regard  to  the  child,  1  learnt  that  his  breathhig  had  become 
more  oppressed  $  that  he  seemed  low  and  sick,  and  nad  lately  re- 
fuse^  the  breast     I  found  him  far  from  well ;  and  as  he  had  nor 
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s^iin  purged,  snd  by  his  manner  of  crjing  seemed  pained  in  lus 
bowels,  the  midwife  had  jiut  given  bun  a  camuoative  isyectiui)* 
I  ordenn]  bis  briljr  to  be  fomeiUea«  and  that  a  ieaspconRi]  of 
castor-m)  should  bo  given.  12  o'clock.--^  When  i  caUed  nt  noon, 
I  foand  &IfH  M.  oonsiderabiy  worse  than  in  the  noraiog.  bhe 
was  Tomhin^  almost  inoessandy,  and  her  stoniacii  oocliJ  retain 
nothing.  The  pulso  was  not  more  (reqaenty  bat  feebler  than  in 
fbe  morning.  She  ccnnplained  of  faintness  and  langaor,  Init  not 
of  pain.  Neither  did  the  b^y  feel  more  tcnse^  and  gentle  pf«a-> 
sure  on  the  abdomen  occasioned  her  no  distress.  I  prescrib«il  a 
mixture  of  cinnamon  water,  with  spU  ammonias  and  la^aAaim 
to  be  givasi  in  doses  of  a  spoonful  evei  y  hour  till  sowe  reli^  was 
dbfain^. 

The  ehiid  too  seemed  now  in  great  danger.  He  vpsw  low  ai|d 
tmeas^;  his  breadiing  ooniiuued  oppresssdp  and  he  badsuSei^l 
two4>r  throe  convulsive  fits. 

2  P.  M  — 'Fhe  child  expired  abont  half  an  hour  a^o.  Hie 
iDodier  seems  sinking  fiist*  Her  stomach  oonlinues  to  f^^cd 
every  thing  swallowed.  She  is  perfect^  cahn  aud  ^eviSjIk* 
The  features  however  are  more  coUapied, .  the  coantcnaaac  k 
smiioas,  and  the  pulse  is  more  fre(}uent  and  more  feeble;  but 
she  compkiins  not  of  pain.  The  iaoe  and  hands  are  iKd^nid 
wtdi  a  clammy  sweat ;  she -is  restless,  and  likes  to  hate  her  poa* 
tare  ahanged.  Her  head  is  at  preaent  rsified  and  reclining -no 
the  braast  of  an  attondaot,  and  she  tries  to  assist  in  suppordtig 
fcenelf  with  one  hand.  The  picture  of  approaohing  di^oIatliA 
need  not  hare  be  dwelt  upon.  She  expifad  a  iiitle  af(^r  5  odo^ 
this  evening. 

Diisecti^n. — ^The  abdomen  appeared  swc^en  and  teese,  but  not 
disootoared.  The  sides  of  the  wound  were  in  exact  appositkiDt 
and  externany  no  discharge  or  exudation  could  be  perceived.  In* 
temally,  there  was  a  smaU  circitmscribed- effusion  of  oo^^ilaupd 
lymph  and  blood  between  the  peritonfeum  and  subjacent  bpsrels 
immediately  under -and  around  the  external  indsion.  The  intic&« 
tines  were  vascular,  and.preitty  gen^raily  retl  and  suflu^iGd  froia 
TDflammation.  There  was  a  tniling  effuision  of  bloody  scrum  in-^ 
to  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  uterus. did  not  sefm  laigcr  than 
what  is  natural  at  the  same  period  after  delivery.  The  sidfQS  of 
the  incision  were  tumid,  livid,  and  not  in  contact,  but  so}>arattd 
for  half  an  inch.  Its  cavity  contained  no  cpsguium.  The  dcvi« 
doa  wan  livid,  easily  rubbed  ofi',  and,  with  the  ipchin,  cxtre;ucly 
fftid.  Bui  the  most  interesting  object  of  this  dissectiou  \vai»  tx* 
secure  the  pelvis,  and  to^aacertain  the  nature  and  extent  ui'  the 
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deformity  which  had  opposed  deliverer  by  the  natural  passage^ 
and  authorized  the  section  of  the  womb. 

Description  of  the.  Pelvis, — The  last  lumbat*  vertebra,  and  the 
upper  portion  or  body  of  the  sacrum,  are  protruded  forwards  and 
downwards  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ;  and  a  part  even  of  the 
fourth  lumbar  vertebra  has  fallen  below  the  plane  of  the  brim. 
The  alae  of  the  ilia  are  folded  or  bent  in  such  a  way  that  each 
bone  has  the  appearance  of  being  formed  of  two  planes  meeting 
at  right  angles :  The  inferior  planes,  or  portions  of  the  bones, 
with  the  acetabula,  fall  inwards  upon  the  pelvis :  And  immediately 
over  the  thyroidal  foramina,  the  bodies  of  the  ossa  pubis  are  dis- 
solved or  fractured,  and  bent  in  such  way  that  the  iliac  portions 
are  also  carried  inwards  with  the  ossa  ilii  upon  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  while  the  syrophyMs  pubis  is  made  to  project  outwards  by 
'the  parallel  approximation  of  the  anterior  halves  of  the  bones. 
Thus,  by  the  projection  of  the  two  lower  lumbar  vertebrae  and 
sacrum,  by  the  folding  of  the  ossa  ilii,  and  the  fracture  of  the 
ossa  pubis,  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  has  become  remarkably  distort- 
ed, and  lessened  in  all  its  dimensions. 

On  the  left  side,  the  greatest  linear  distance  between  the  Oium 
■and  spine  is  just  one  indi  and  two- tenths,  stretching  from  above 
the  acetabulum  to  the  lower  part  of  the  fourth  lumbar  vertebra ; 
and  on  the  right  side,  the  space  does  not  exceed  eight-tenths  ot 
an  inch.  A  line  drawn  across  the  fractured  parts  of  the  ossa 
pubis,  exactly  over  the  thyroidal  foramina,  measures  eight- tenths 
of  an  inch,  and  marks  the  approximation  of  the  bodies  of  the  two 
bones :  And  the  distance  betnveen  the  middle  of  this  line  and  the 
lumbar  vertebra,  which  lies  immediately  behind  it,  is  just  one  inch 
and  two-tenths. 

The  largest  transverse  diameters  of  this  pelvis  are  lines  extend- 
ing from  the  fractures  of  the  pubes  to  the  opposite  sacro*ih*ac 
symphyses ;  and  are  found  to  be  on  the  right  side  four  inches^ 
'and  on  the  left  four  inches  and  two-tenths  of  an  inch. 

The  distortion  of  the  outlet  of  the  pelvis  is  no  less  remarkable 
than  that  of  the  brim^  though  its  dimensions  are  not  so  confined. 
The  rami  6f  the  pubes  and  bchia  have  been  softened  and 
thinned  by  absorption  of  osseous  matter,  and  are  much  bent  and 
distorted.  The  sacrum  appears  doubled  upon  itself,  the  lower 
half  being  suddenly  inflectCNcI  upwards,  so  diat,  with  the  coccyx, 
it  fairly  enters  the  pelvis,  and  oecomes  almost  parallel  to  the  su- 
perior part  of  the  sacrum,  at  its  junction  with  the  inferior  lumbar 
vertebra.  The  point  of  the  coccyx  is  indeed  exactly  opposite 
to  the  cartilage  which  inter-articulates  the  sacrum  and  labt  ver- 
tebra of  the  loins ;  and  the  linear  distance  between  the  cocoy* 
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gtri  extremity  ^  and  dris  inter-articdkr  cartQage  to  which  it  i» 
oj^Msedi  is  somewhat  less  than  an  inch. 

A  loM  drawn  from  the  polht  of  the  coctjx  t6  the  symphysis 
)NibB  flMasnres  Mactk  three  inches  and  four-tenths;  but  if  car* 
mi  no  ferdker  than  tire  h*iie  stretching  from  the  fracture  of  the 
Imbes  of  one  side  to  tbdt  of  the  other,  and  which  Une  in  truth 
eompl^s  tlie  brim  of  the  contracted  pelvis,  it  doc9  not  exceed 
the  len^  of  two  inches  two- tenths.  From  the  spinous  process 
of  the  ischium  of  the  right  side  to  the  point  of  the  coccyx,  the 
distaace  i^  two  inches ;  and  from  the  spinous  process  of  the  left 
ischiom,  to  the  same  point,  lust  one  inch.  The  space  between 
the  tuberosities  of  the  ischia  is  two  inches  seven-tenths  %  and  be- 
tween the  spinous  processes  three  inches  three-tenths. 

The  bones  in  general,  and  more  especially  the  alas  ilii,  the  ossa 
pnbia,  and  the  rami  of  die  ischta.  Were  rough  and  somewhat  flexi- 
ble; and  the  different  pieces  of  which  the  pelvis  is  composed  were 
loosely  articulated,  and  to  a  certain  Extent  moveable  on  each  o- 
ther.  With  the  assistaifice  of  the  annexed  engraving,  and  diagram, 
die  description  of  the  pelvis,  and  all  its  peculiarities,  cannot  be 
misunderstood.  The  original  I  have  placed  in  the  collection  of 
Dr  James  Hamiltoui  the  distinguished  professor  of  midwifery 
m  this  university. 

I  have  few  observations  to  add  to  this  melancholy  detail.  One 
woman  only  has  in  this  country  had  the  good  fortune  to  survive 
the  Ciesarean  operation,  and  yet  we  have  histories  of  eighteen 
cases  where  the  operation,  (by  which  indeed  ten  children  have 
been  saved)  ha^  been  performed  in  Great  Britain.  It  is  an  oper* 
atioD,  therefore,  not  of  choice,  but  of  the  greatest  necesisity,  to* 
which  we  ahrays  resort  with  the  most  painful  reluctance;  an  oper- 
ation which  we  never  carl  bring  ourselves  to  think  of,  witnout 
a  thorough  conviction,  that,  unless  risked,  two  lives  must  iiievit- 
ri)iy  be  lost,  while,  by  means  of  it,  there  is  a  possibility  that  both 
may  be  saved,  and  a  very  great  probability  that  one  shall  be  res- 
eued  from  destmction.  I  think  it  best  to  state  our  own  expe- 
rietice  of  the  fatal  tendency  of  thifi  opcnilion  to  the  mother,  al- 
though I  am  not  ignorant,  that  on  the  continent  many  are  said  io 
have  survived  it,  and  that  of  23^1  ca^es  of  this  oporaiion,  to  be  found 
in  the  records  of  medicine,  139  h«ive  been  biated  to  have  proved 
successful.  In  estimating  the  huzard  of  the  ca?o,  we  must  not, 
however,  confide  in  this  ;;;reat  proportion  ol  recoveries.  'Y\\e  in- 
herent dangers  of  the  operation  must  p}vvays  l)o  greally  heighten- 
ed by  the  arcumstances  which  liavc  reiitlcred  it  necL'>sary ;  and 
the  delay  and  reluctance  of  BritiOi  accoucheurs,  t!ioi»^h  it  may 
account  in  some  decree  for  their  \\i\y\i  o\'  sncciss,  Jiave  perhaps 
been  upon  the  whole  less  destructive  than  ti:c  ra^^hnus  and  rcsof 
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lotion  of  those  of  other  countries.  The  surgeon  of  the  village  of 
Attichi,  near  Compeignet  quoted  by  Baudeloque,  had  no  great 
cause  to  glory  in  the  recovery  of  a  woman  on  whom  he  had  per- 
formed the  operation,  when,  in  a  subsequent  labour,  she  had  a 
very  natural  delivery.  And  when  we  read  of  a  woman  laid  upon 
the  table  in  fearful  expectation  of  this  horrid  operation,  expelling 
her  child  by  the  natural  pains,  while  the  surgeons  were  preparing 
for  cutting  up  the  womb,  we  are  tolerably  well  assurea,  that 
some  of  tnese  successful  operations  were  cruel  and  unnecessary. 
The  necessity  of  the  Cajsarean  operation  implies  such  a  deformity 
of  the  pdvis,  as  must  render  delivery  through  it  physically  im- 
possible ;  the  deformity  is  very  commonly  the  consequence  of  a 
formidable  and  incurable  disease,  moUities  ossium ;  and  as  it  is 
not  possible  during  life  to  determine  with  perfect  accuracy  the 
amount  of  this  deformity,  the  operation  has  in  this  country  gene- 
rally, and  upon. the  whole  prudentlv,  been  delayed,  till,  bv  the 
continued,  and  unavailing  efforts  of  nature,  the  impracticability 
of  delivery  has  been  collaterally  established ;  though,  unhappily, 
by  this  delay,  new  dangers  are  added  to  those  naturally  inherent 
in  the  operation. 

All  the  circumstances  rendered  our  operation  from  the  first  a 
most  hopeless  one.    The  deformity  was  extreme;  and  the  patient 
not  only  laboured  under  mollities  ossium,  but  her  health  and 
strength  had  been  impaired  by  a  painful  confinement  of  three 
years  to  bed.     Happily  for  humanity,  cases  requiring  the  Csesa- 
rean  section,  are  of^rare  occurrence;  and  the  necessity  of  the 
operation  is  confined  within  the  narrowest  limits.     The  dimen- 
sions of  the  pelvis  may  be  greatly  contracted  by  disease  and  de- 
formity; but  if  the  space  from  pubes  to  sacrum,  or  on  either  side, 
do  not  measure  less  than  two  inches:,  there  can  be  no  great  diffi- 
culty in  delivering  the  mother  by  the  operation  of  embryulcio. 
Indeed,  according  to  Dr  Osborne,  the  Csesarean  operation  can 
seldom  if  ever  be  necessary ;  for  he  contends,  that  if  there  be  a 
space  of  an  inch  and  a  half  between  the  pubes  and  sacrum,  or  on 
cither  side,  the  head  may  be  broken  down,  so  as  to  admit  of  de- 
livery.    Whatever  decision  may  be  given  on  this  position,  it  has 
never  been  asserted  that  delivery  is  practicable,  if  the  pelvis  be  in 
all  parts  under  this  dimension.    And  that  such  a  case  may  occur, 
is  demonstrated  by  the  pelvis  of  our  patient;  the  greatest  con- 
jugate diameter  of  which  does  not  exceed  one  inch  and  two- 
tenth$.     Even  had  the  deformity  been  less  than  this,  I  conceive 
that  the  circumstance  of  the  breech  presenting,  would  have  in- 
creased the  difficulty  of  delivery.    It  seems  to  me,  that  a  cose  just 
admitting  delivery,  by  breaking  down  the  cranium,  and  extract- 
Ing  the  ba&ia  of  the  skull  laterally  with  the  crotchet  in  Dr.  Oi* 
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borneV  manner,  would  constitute  one  of  impracticable  labour^ 
iy^L^eecfa  or  body,  instead  of  the  head  of  the  chiM,  present- 
d  it  tlie  brim  of  such  a  j^elvis. 
^  Thecastj  which  has  bf?en  hire  recorded  will  not  render  thta 
L^msitin  more  popular*  thol]^h  it  estabKsheB  one  in  which  no' 
ftW  rcv  ^'ft|  and  in  \\ hich  I  mubt  think  we  are  morally 

bound  U)  >.  finiidbt  all  ihe  ba^sajli  of  the  operation,  to  the 

impc,  himevej^frnjatl,  wlii^h  h  left  oBbre^rving  life. 

*'  EiTjy  woman,  fbi'  whom  ihi»  (ftarean  operation  can  be 

rropoRti  to  be  performcil,   ^iil  prowily'die:  and  should  any 

ncfurvivr,  her  rtcovery  mi^bt  rirfl\er  be  considered  as  an  e- 

jpe,  ih«n  lis  a  recovery  to  be  expected,  thou<rh  diere  is  al- 

m  a  probnble  chance  uf  saving  the  life  of  a  child.     But  as 

cxb  ntx  escajji^  may  happen  in  any  case  in  Which  the  operatioi^ 

r   jhi  bcperlbnned,  we  mayand  ought  tb  esteem  everr  case 

ill  can  come  belbrc  u^,  a^  the  individual /case  in  which  a' 

Jmppy  event  is  to  be  expected.  "  * 

:  Explatiation  of  tie  Plate. 

Fig.  1.  fiitended  to  convey' a  general  notion  of  the  figure  of  the* 

oistortcd  pelvia*' 
3, 4,  5f  The  tf»-  4th,  and  6th  lumbar  vertebrae. 

^  A,  £,  llieanterior  portion  of  the  ilia  bent  at  right  angles  to 
the  posterior,  and,  with  the  acetabular  parts  of  the  pubes,  car« 
ried  inwards  upon  titc  pelvis. 

Ct  r,  Aceiabula  ilii. 

dy  Symphysis  pubis  projected  ibrwards. 

^1  ^,  The  fractures  of  the  pubes  uvcr  the  acetabuhu 

fi  The  narrow  space  left  between  the  ossa  pubis,  and  fornaed  h^ 
the  projection  of  the  sympliyds. 

gt  Sacrum. 

^•'  ^  The  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  «id  dimensions  of  its  brim. 

i,  Thyroidal  foramina. 

Fig.  3.  Diagram  representing  the  diape  and  dimensions  of  the' 

brim  of  we  pelvis. 
a»  Bodv  of  fifth  lumbar  vertebra^ 
^  6,  The  fractures  of  the  pubes^ 
^»  Symphysis  pubis. 
^1  dj  Inyroidal  foramina. 
^  e,  Acetabula  ilii. 
/;/,  The  folds  of  the  ilia. 

*  J^ttiiBiui't  latroductioa  to  Midfrifery.  Wl 
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gf  Line  drawn  across  the  firacttnres  of  the  pubes,  and  complet- 
ing the  brim  of  the  pelvis. 
,    C  Lines  representing  the  largest  oonfugate  diaaaeters  of  the 
. '  }     brim  of  the  peKis,  and  measuring  oa  the  left  side  one  inch 
^*   (^     and  two^tenths;  on  the  right  eightrtenths  of  aa  inch. 

Leitk,  N&o.  1811. 
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Case  of  Diabetes  treated  by  Venesection.    By  James  Murray, 
Surgeon,  Bd&st. 

OCTOBER  11.  1811. — Mr  D.  Murray,  set.  72,  complains  of  in- 
satiable thirst,  obstinate  constipation  of  die  bowds,  loss  of 
appetite,  great  debility,  frequent  micturition,  withalargeincrease 
in  the  quantity  of  urme,  which  he  thinks  amounts  to  10  quarts 
in  the  24  hours  $  he  is  much  emaciated,  troubled  with  vertigo 
and  dimness  of  si^ht,  widi  a  profusion  of  vivid  colours  and  va- 
rious figures  dancmg  before  his  eyes.  His  skin  is  soft  and  na- 
tural, tongue  parchra  and  loaded,  gums  tender,  eyes  and  ciUae 
red  and  painful,  pulse  60  and  weak,  spirits  much  depressed;  he 
£eels  a  hot  pain  often  in  his  stomach,  with  a  sense  of  weight  and 
straitness  across  the  breast,  and  an  uneasy  sensation  in  the  lum- 
ber region.  The  cause  of  his  iDness  he  attributes  to  anxiety  and 
fatigue,  which  induced  costivenes ;  and,  about  four  months  agOp 
^  observed  the  great  increase  of  urine  after  having  drank  spi« 
rits  radier  freely. 

During  his  bad  state  of  health,  he  has  taken  large  dozea  of 
castor-oil,  saks,  lascative  pilk,  and.  several  other  medicines,  with- 
out any  benefit ;  his  drink  for  some  time  was  Ume*water. 
T^  Extract,  colocyn.  3ii. 
Ol  anisi,  q.  s.  ft.  pil.  xxx. 
Sig.  two  to  be  taken  three  times  a  day. 

R  Acid,  muriat.  f  j* 
Sig.  a  quart  of  water  to  be  sharply  acidulated  with  some  of  the 
drops  for  common  drink.  ^ 
12th. — Had  one  loose  stool  -this  morning  after  the  pills,,  but 
finds  himself  no  better;  drank  in  the  last  24  hours  four  quarts 
of  acidulated  drink,  two  ctips  of  tea  last  night,  two  this  morn- 
ing, and  a  betlie  ef  sodarwater  $  urine  durmg  the  same  period. 
It  quarts  of  a  pale  yellow  colour :  he  would  wish  to  drink  much 
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iDore^  but  abstains  as  much  as  possible,  thinkinff  that  tbe  diirst 
and  beat  of  his  mouth  constitute  his  disease,  Itnd  that  the  large 

Jnantity  of  urine  is  owing  to  the  necessity  of  drinking  so  mucK 
iis  eyes  are  very  red  this  morning,  and  he  mentions  that  he  has 
often  spit  blood  since  he  took  the  pain  in  his  breast,  and  that  he 
often  passes  blood  in  his  urine,  so  as  to  tinge  it  of  a  red  colour ; 
pube  now  65  and  weak,  tongue  white. 

Nineteen  ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  his  arm  in  a  full 
stream,  and  the  patient  and  by-standers  were  astonished  to  ob« 
serve  the  artery  at  the  cubit  beginning  to  beat  with  great  force, 
and  the  veins  on  the  arms  and  hands  filling  up ;  he  had  been 
often  bled  when  young,  and  always  fainted  j  but  he  feels  now 
stronger  than  for  12  months  past.  Afler  bleeding  he  walked  to 
his  lodging,  a  distance  of  half  a  mile,  with  unusual  firmness 
and  vigour. 

13th. — Feels  easier  and  less  giddy,  observes  few  of  the  colour- 
ed figures,  his  eyes  are  quite  clear  and  spirits  C';,vated ;  drank 
since  yesterday  at  this  time  four  quarts,  tea  included,  and  ate  of 
bread  and  beef  about  10  ounces,  and  half  a  pint  of  panada  for 
supper,  which  he  is  desired  to  omit  in  future;  pulse  74  and  firm, 
tongue  and  mouth  rather  softer  and  cleaner  than  yesterday,  had 
three  motions  of  his  bowels,  but  is  not  gi-iped  by  the  pills. 

17th.— Slept  well  last  night,  drank  during  the  night  only  one 
pint  of  the  acidulated  water,  though  he  could  not  want  less  than 
two  quarts  in  the  preceding  nignts;  in  the  last  24  hours  he 
passed  only  nine  pints  of  urine,  eight  ounces  of  which  evaporated 
gave  seven  drams  of  extract,  whidi  was  very  sweet;  the  first  cup 
of  blood  drawn  the  day  before  yesterday  did  not  exhibit  any  in* 
flammatory  coat,  but  the  last  one  showed  it  in  a  slight  degree. 

Owing  to  the  relief  experienced  after  the  first  blood-letting, 
14  ounces  were  now  taken  in  a  full  jet  from  the  lefl  arm;  pulse 
before  bleeding  70,  after  it  68  and  full ;  he^ow  feels  lidit,  and 
says  the  drunkenness,  as  he  expresses  it,  has  entirely  left  his  head. 

15th* — Thirst  and  all  the  troublesome  symptoms  greatly  abat^ 
cd;  but  he  still  suffers  from  the  burning  heat  of  his  mouth, 
though  in  a  less  degree ;  could  still  drink  more  than  he  does,  but 
finds  relief  by  wetting  his  mouth.  The  blood  drawn  yesterday, 
exhibits  the  most  firm  and  organized  corium  I  ever  saw  in  tUQ 
most  inflammatory  complaint ;  it  is  contracted  smaller  than  a 
shilling,  and  as  hard  to  be  torn  as  a  piece  of  skin.  Patient  had 
two  motions  of  his  bowels  last  night,  and  had  occasion  to  pass 
urine  once  in  that  time,  whereas  he  used  to  rise  at  least  four  or 
five  times  in  the  night ;  urine  six  pints  in  the  last  24  hours. 
To  take  three  glasses  of  port  wine  in  the  evening,  and  to  wear  a 
flanuel-sbirt. 
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16th. — Much  as  yesterday,  but  did  not  rest  so  well  Iastnight« 
^hirst  rather  more  urgent,  drank  four  quarts  in  all,  and  passed 
ten  pints  of  urine ;  tongue  moist  and  clean,  pulse  76;  thinks  him- 
self rather  weaker  than  yesterday ;  had  a  free  stool  this  morning. 

V.  S.  to  the  amount  of  14  ounces ;  the  first  cup  soon  exhibited 
the  buflfV  coat;  but  the  coagulum  in  the  other  was  soft  and  easily 
torn,  though  the  blood  flowed  in  a  uniform  stream:  the  patient, 
however,  as  usual,  seems  stronger,  and  not  the  least  inclined  to 
faint ;  after  bleeding  the  pulse  was  bO,  in  20  minutes  it  was  88, 
and  the  skin  became  warm ;  in  two  hours  after,  the  pulse  was 
again  80. 

I7th  — Much  as  yesterday,  but  stronger,  pulse  HO  and  regu- 
lar, thirst  moderate,  urine  nine  pints  and  rather  lighter- colour- 
ed, appetite  improving  fast.  * 

18th. —  Passed  in  the  last  24  hours  only  six  pints  of  urine,  of 
a  high  colour  and  urinous  smell ;  pulse  75  and  not  so  full  as  last 
week;  and  he  thinks  himself  weaker,  bowels  regular,  thirst  mo- 
derate.   Applr.  emplast.  vesic.  larg.  lateri  dextr.  Contr.  omnia. 

19th. — The  blister  remained  on  20  hours  and  discharged  well, 
the  pain  prevented  him  from  sleeping  during  the  night,  pulse  80, 
drink  six  pints,  urine  six  do.  of  a  urinous  smell  and  taate;  the 
blister  produced  no  strangury ;  eight  ounces  of  urine  gave  four 
jdrams  of  extract. 

20th. — Slept  well,  urine  eight  pints,  drank  in  all  five  pints, 
pulse  77  and  full;  he  coughs  a  little,  bowels  regular,  tongue 
clean. 

V.  S.  to  the  quantity  of  seven  ounces  of  a  florid  red,  no  de- 
liquium,  but  on  the  contrary  feels  rather  stronger;  this  cup  on 
standing  had  no  corium,  but  a  soft  coagulum,  easily  broken  by 
the  probe. 

21  St.—  Feels  better  to-day  than  he  has  yet  been ;  little  or  no 
thirst,  appetite  nearly  natural,  urine  only  four  pints  of  a  natural 
colour  and  smell,  pulse  70  and  regular;  he  wishes  strongly  to  re- 
turn home,  as  he  thinks  himself  nearly  well. 

21st. — Thinks  himself  entirely  well  if  the  blister  were  healed 
up,  as  it  ^ives  him  uncommon  pain  ;  pulse  71,  skin,  eyes,  and 
tongue  perfectly  natural ;  drink  two  pints,  urine  three  do.,  bowels 
regular,  appetite  nearly  natural;  insists  on  riding  home  to-mor- 
Tow,  a  distance  of  20  miles. 

22d. — Is  now  returning  home,  and  thinks  himself  perfectly 
well  in  every  respect,  feels  vigorous  and  renovated,  and  experi- 
ences no  inconvenience  but  the  irritation  of  the  blistered  part, 
which  still  discharges  well ;  ordered  to  take  with  him  a  bottle  of 
the  acid,  and  a  box  of  the  pills,  and  to  avL^id  wet  and  cold,  and 
refrain  from  spirituous  liquors. 
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I  have  not  heard  how  he  remains  since  be  left  town ;  but  I  re- 
gret that  I  could  not  prevail  on  him  to  remain  loncer,  for  it  is 
KaroeJy  possible  that  in  10  days  he  could  be  radically  cured. 
I  was  determined,  however,  to  publish  the  result  of  the  new 
pbn,  whatever  the  event  might  oe.  I  need  scarcelv  add,  that 
the  success  of  this  case  is  entirely  owing  to  the  information  I 
derived  from  Dr  Watt's  late  invaluable  publication  ;  for  without 
this  I  could  not  think  of  bleeding  an  old  man  of  72,  who  was  in 
such  a  state  of  emaciation  and  debility,  and  particularlv  in  such 
a  disease  I  have  reported  this  case  as  faithAdly  as  po^ble,  hav- 
ing nothing  to  support,  nor  any  ol^ect  in  view,  but  what  should 
actuate  every  individual,  and  in  particular  every  member  of  the 
profession. 

P.  S.  I  should  add,  that  I  have  seen  several  cases  of  diabetes 
before  this,  in  which  no  cure  was  effected ;  they  were  treated  as 
recommended  by  Dr  RoUo. 

Belfast,  Oetober2Sth,  1811. 


Ce^e  in  vMck  a  Metacarpal  Bane  wis  succesffidfy  remooed.     By 
J.  T.  Gregson,  Surgeon,  Sunderland. 

"yrTHiLE  attending  the  anatomical  and  surgical  lectures  of  that 
^^  excellent  anatomist,  Mr  Brookes,  in  1808,  he,  amongst 
many  other  improvements,  pointed  out  the  practicability  of  re- 
moving, with  siEifety,  and  but  small  comparative  loss,  a  diseased 
metacarpal  bone.  He  expected  by  that  means  to  do  away  the 
necessity  of  amputating  the  whole  hand  ;  and  even,  in  the  com- 
mon method  or  amputating  the  finger  (by  removing  the  metacar-  ' 
pal  bone  also),  to  avoid  the  most  prominent  feature  of  the  conse- 
(juent  deformity.  As  the  following  case  affords  a  practical  illus- 
tration of  this  operation,  and  no  author,  whom  I  have  perused, 
having  decidedly  advised  it,  •  its  insertion  in  your  valuable  pub- 
lication, if  you  deem  it  likely  to  prove  of  any  utility,  will  ob- 
lige your  ooedient  servant. 

*  I  fucre  recently  been  credibly  informed  this  operation  has  been  practised  by 
lit  A.  Cooper,  m  ftn  ixnprored  method  of  amputatipg  the  tnger. 
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thenrfore  be  highly  advantegeoas  to  medical  knowledge,  if  the 
uctiocadaverisweTe  more  frequently  performed,  and,  in  addition 
to  the  general  gocyi  derived  from  the  practice,  the  surgeon  en- 
ga«d  in  the  examination,  would  have  his  memory  re-impressed 
witti  many  points  in  anatomy,  which  very  readily  escape,  if  he 
be  fiir  removed  firon)  the  ordinary  source  of  anatomical  informa- 
tion, or  do  not  employ  some  means  to  preserve  that  knowledge 
vkidi  he  has  obtained. 

Although  the  person,  whose  case  I  am  about  to  oommunicate^ 
vas  a  siwrer  for  seven  or  eight  years,  under  circumstances  tliat 
indiraled  considerable  affection  of  the  head,  producing  a  general 
expectation  in  th^  minds  of  her  medical  attendants,  that,  after 
death,  there  woukl  be  found  *'  considerable  effusion  between  the 
timiea  aracfanoides  and  pta  mater,  and  great  distension  of  the 
ventricles ; "  yet  de^th  appeared  more  like  a  natural  termination 
of  existence,  than  an  event  arising  from  any  particular  disease. 
Certainly  some  morbid  ckanffes  had  taken  place  in  the  head,  as 
will  he  shown  in  the  sequel,  oat  hardly  sufficient  to  account  for 
deaths  or  iot  the  peculiar  torpidity,  which  was  ao  great  for  the 
last  two  years,  that  the  patient  was  s^id  to  **  exist  '*  rather  than 
f  *  live,  *'  or  even  for  die  two  fits  which  she  had  ;  for,  probably^ 
we  were  not  censurable  for  believing^  that  they  arose  from  pres- 
sure on  the  brain,  and  that  some  disunguishing  maiic  of  it  might 
be  discovered  after  death. 

As  the  case  occupied  a  considerable  period,  I  shall  transcribe 
the  (UPominent  drcamstances  as  they  i^pear  in  my  minute-book. 

Sept.  12.  1809. — Mrs ,  is  49  years  of  ase,  of  short  sta- 
ture, thick  neck,  extremely  delicate  skin,  inclined  to  corpu- 
lency, and  has  had  seven  children.  She  has  been  valetudinary 
four  or  five  years.  At  the  commencement  of  this  period,  a  ces- 
sation of  the  menstrual  discharge  took  place,  and  she  became 
inordinately  inactive,  both  in  mind  and  body.  When  I  first  be- 
came acquaiated  with  her,  viz.  about  two  years  ago,  her  torpor 
was  extreme,  and  the  propensity  to  sleep,  even  when  engaged 
in  performing  the  social  duties  of  her  family,  irresistible.  Her 
appetite  was  generally  small,  bowels  constipated,  and  pulse 
scarcely  perceptible.  The  legs,  hands,  and  bee,  were  cold  and 
oedematpus ;  but  there  was  no  indication  of  ascites.  The  eva- 
cuation of  urine  varied,  bdng  sofmetimes  free  and  at  others 
scanty. 

I  employed,  at  first,  gentle  aperients  and  diuretics,  but  with- 
out advantage.  Then  I  tried  the  myrrh  and  chalybeate  medicine 
of  Dr  Griffiths,  with  occasional  purgatives ;  and  from  these  she 
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derived  considerable  benefit ;  bnt  the  most  suecessfiil  medicines 
Dvere  those  that  operated  powerfully  on  the  bowels,  and  these  it 
was  requisite  to  repeat  frequendy.  During  the  last  year  we 
chiefly  depended  on  medicines  of  this  class,  having  occasional 
recourse  to  tonics,  as  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate. 

She  appeared,  for  a  considerable  time,  progressively  conva- 
lescent. 

The  oedema  had  disappeared,  and  the  locomotive  power  was 
so  much  increased,  that,  whilst  visiting  her  friends,  about  27 
miles  from  home,  she  walked  a  mile  and  a  half  without  stop- 
ping, or  experiencing  much  subsequent  fatigue.  She  had  con- 
tinued, however,  much  inclined  to  a  sedentary  life,  and  was  al- 
ways cold. 

On  Friday  the  1st  inst.  she  returned  from  her  visit,  in  a  post- 
chaise,  and,  on  the  same  day,  walked  for  a  considerable  time 
about  London.  The  immediate  result  of  this  exertion  was  ffreat 
fatigue.  On  the  succeeding  Sunday,  she  was  incapable  of  leav- 
ing nome,  and  had  a  powerivl  propensity  to  sleep.  The  con- 
tents of  the  stgmach  were  ejected  several  times  in  the  course  of 
the  day,  and  appeared  very  bilious.  We  were  inclined  to  attri- 
bute this  relapse  wholly  to  the  unusual  exertion  two  days  be* 
fore;  and  hoped  that,  after  a  short  tranquillity,  she  would  again 
be  comfortable. 

At  two  o'clock  the  next  morning,.  Mr  ,  her  husband, 

awoke,  and  found  her  in  a  cold  clammy  perspiration,  and  speak- 
ing incoherently ;  and  almost  immediately  afterwards  she  be- 
came convulsed  and  insensible. 

I  was  called  directly,  and  found  her  in  this  state,  with  her 
teeth  clenched.     It  was  not  long  before  these  affections  a  little 
subsided,  and  she  swallowed  an  opening  draught     An  enema 
also  was  administered,  and  frequently  repeated.     In  a  few  hours 
she  bad  some  alvine  evacuation,  and  became  more  collected, 
and  was  able  to  speak.     She  complained  of  pain  in  her  head, 
and  was  very  averse  to  halving  any  person  m  the  room.     She 
took  a  little  beef- tea,  and  again  became  insensible,  occasionally  a 
little  convulsed ;  the  jaw  rigid  $  the  stomach  uneasy,  sometimes 
throwing  its  contents  into  the  mouth,  pait  of  which  escaped, 
and  the  other  returned  ;  pulse  a  little  accelerated  $  respiration 
stertorous ;  the  pupil  not  quite  insenbible  to  light. 
Iraponatur  vesicatorium  nuchas. 
Cataplasmata  sinapis  pedibus  et  capiti. 
Capiti  postea  imponatur  empl.  canthar. 
Adhibeantur  hirudiucs  iij.  tempor.  sing. 
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'^  Infiisi  sennae  tart*  3^ 
Pulv.  jalap.  3i. 
Mannae. 

Tinct.  sennse  aa.  3i*  m.  iL  haustus,  otnni  bora  su- 
mendus. 
Repetatur  enema. 

The  cataplasms  were  immediately  applied  to  the  feet,  it  be- 
ing then  about  eleven  o'clock  p.  m.  The  head  had  been  shaved, 
and  I  had  nearly  put  on  the  poultice^  when  she  was  seized  with  a 
violent  struggling,  which,  after  a  few  moments,  gradually  sub- 
sided, and  she  ceased  to  breathe.  I  confess,  although  aware  that, 
in  diseases  accompanied  with  convukious,  a  temporary  suspen- 
sion of  respiration  often  supervenes,  I  thought,  from  several 
circumstances,  the  patient  was  dead.  I  waited,  however,  with- 
out  communicating  my  apprehensions,  witl)  ray  hand  on  the 
wrist,  and  after  at  least  a  third,  and  perhaps  haU*  a  minute  had 
expired,  wc  were  apprized  that  she  was  not  dead  by  a  violent  in- 
spiration. From  this  time  the  action  of  the  lungs  gradually  re- 
tamed,  and  soon  became  free,  except  lieing  rather  slow,  and 
stertorous.  The  leeches  were  placed  on  the  temples  immcxli- 
ately  after  the  recommencement  of  respiration,  and  bled  freely. 
When  I  removed  the  sinapism  from  the  head,  after  having  been 
on  about  two  hours,  she  evinced  the  iirsl  sensibility  by  excessive 
frowning. 

The  temples  and  contiguous  parts  swelled  considerably  from 
the  leeches. 

For  some  time  she  continued  indistinct ;  but,  in  a  few  days, 
she  was  able  to  sit  up.  She  t(>ok  small  doses  of  the  submuriatc 
of  quicksilver,  to  produce  and  keep  up  some  afToction  of  the  sa« 
livary  glands ;  and  afterwards  purj^atives  with  bitters,  &c 

Nov.  1 0th. — The  niistura  ferri  compoMta  has  been  taken  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks ;  but  now  medicioc  is  omitted.  She 
walks  about  the  house  and  garden  a  little,  and  seems  compara- 
tively comfortable. 

January  Ibll. — For  some  time  after  the  termination  of  the 
above  account,  Mrs  — -  appeared  to  improve  in  strength,  ex- 
cept in  the  last  summer,  when  she  suffered  much  for  a  consider- 
able time,  from  difficulty  of  re>piration ;  which,  being  conco- 
mitant with  anasarca,  was  supposed  to  arise  from  eilusiou  into 
tlie  cellular  structure  of  the  lungs. 

After  a  long  trial  of  stimulating  diuretics,  &c.  it  was  removed 
by  the  free  use  of  digitalis  combined  with  tonics. 

After  this  period  her  state  was  very  variable ;  but  a  greater 
or  less  degree  of  imbecility  and  tardiness  of  motion  always  ex- 
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isted.  Her  articulation  resembled  her  movements,  and  the  o- 
porations  of  the  mind  were  not  performed  with  more  celerity 
than  the  actions  of  the  body. 

Hie  senses  were  obtuse,  but  not  materiaUy  impaired.  Her 
hearing  was  often  very  dull,  and  the  skin  so  insensible  to  dtilk- 
lion,  that»  in  the  summer,  she  could  suffisr  a  swarm  of  flies  to 
travel  about  her  face  without  any  apparent  inconvenience. 

About  the  end  of  the  last,  and  banning  of  the  present  year^ 
the  complained  of  violent  pain  in  the  head,  particularly  at  the 
back  part,  with  considerable  stiffiiess  of  the  right  sternodeido- 
nastoideus  nniscle,  and  of  all  the  muscles  of  that  side  the  neck^ 
by  which  the  head  was  inclined  to  that  shoulder.  A  variety  of 
means  were  employed,  viz.  copious  purging  •  calomel  in  small 
doses,  chalybeate  with  myrrh,  &c. ;  digitabs,  blisters,  &c.  &c. 
without  the  smallest  relief.  The  general  ccrfdness  and  eedema, 
and  very  weak  pulse,  made  me  reluctant  to  apply  leeches ;  but 
having  derived  no  advantage  from  any  thing  else,  and  recollect- 
ing their  apparent  benefit  whan  used  on  a  former  occasion,  I  or- 
dered two  to  each  temple.  They  were  applied  on  the  15th  of 
February,  and  bled  freefy.  On  the  16th  the  punctures  were  sur« 
rounded  with  slight  erysipelatous  inflammation,  to  which  Mrs 
had  been  occasionally  liable.  The  ensuing  day  the  ad- 
jacent parts  became  very  oedematous.  The  eyes  were  closed 
from  swelling  in  the  palpebrse,  the  cheeks  almost  even  with  the 
nose,  and  the  Hps  protruded  to  the  utmost  the  skin  would  admit 
of;  every  feature  of  the  face  was  destroyed.  * 

Having  on  former  similar  occasions  employed  the  liquor  plum- 
bi  acetatis  dilutus  with  success,  I  had  recourse  to  it  now,  al* 
though  for  some  reasons  it  appeared  objectionable.  The  swell- 
ing  rapidly  subsided ;  but  in  the  afternoon  of  the  18th,  the  dis- 
tension of  the  throat,  particularly  about  tlie  pharynx,  increased 
with  equal  rapidity.  When  the  attendants  saw  the  swelling 
commencing  about  the  chin  and  neck,  they  waited  for  my  appro- 
bation before  the  lotion  was  applied.  When  a  few  hours  had 
elapsed  I  was  sent  for,  and  from  the  violent  efibrts  which  were 
requisite  to  respire,  I  apprehended  sufibcation  was  very  near. 
She  was  not  able  to  swallow  any  thing.  By  irritating  the  fiiuces 
a  quantity  of  mucus,  which  had  accumulated,  was  wrown  out, 
and  gave  some  relief.    The  chin  and  neck  were  hot. 

I  ordered  linen  to  be  peremptorily  dipped  in  the  lotion  and  laid 
over  the  parts,  and  the  benefit  was  immediate.     In  a  few  hours 


*  Tlie  leedi^  had  been  applied  to  anotlier  person  without  producing  any  b«d 


effects. 
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iKecoiildbieadieofMiifiMftaUy,  aodswaBow;  toui*  i^ri^t  aad 
fever  medicines  were  pretcribed  for  her. 

SOtL---Slieeooklik«p»  Mid  lake  nottriahnent;  biitahboagh 
thecBdena  had  abated  it  was  nol  removed^  aad  deglirtidaii  waa 
ntbcr  difScnlt.    She  was,  however,  great^  better. 

About  three  o'clock  in  Che  momiBg  of  the  2ist  I  was  called 
up ;  the  patient  had  ^f  mptocDa  of  an  attack  aioailar  to  that  im 
Septembo*  1809.  She  was  breathing  startorously  $  oceasionalijr 
mattering  and  restless,  nearlj  insensible,  but  might  be  roused  to 
attention  for  a  moment. 

Habeat  toenia  stimuIaxiSy  tftatim. 
Submuriat  hydr.  gr.  viij.  in  bolo  statim  sumenda. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  cataq>lasm  of  aaostard  and  flower 
miied  up  wiA  brandy,  applied  to  it  and  to  the  fiset. 

Imponatur  empl.  vesicat  capiti  post  cataplasma. 
A  pl^akiaA  waa  now  called  in. 
Mrs  ■  was  compl^lv  insensible. 

The  arms  to  be  fdaoed  in  bags  of  chamontile  flowers,  heated 
with  hot  water»  and  spriakled  with  mustard.  The  legs  to  be 
fomented  with  a  strong  decoction  of  horse-radish,  and  the  thigha 
to  be  mbbed  with  a  stimulating  embrocation  of  spir.  amm.  e# 
tiocLcanth. 

Ccmtinueotnr  enemata. 
Bepetatar  hydrargyri  subnlurias  nocte* 
22d — She  can  swallow  a  Ucde  fluid,  and  reply  to  qnestions. 
There  haa  been  but  very  little  discharge  from  the  bowels. 
]^  Tinctune  jalapae  Sii. 
Ammon.  carbonat  gr.  vi 
Pahr.  jal.  ^).  ayr.  simpl.  Ji. 

Aquae  menths  sat  Jvt.  M.  ft.  hanstus  4tis  horis  su- 
mendos. 
In  die  coarse  of  the  dav  the  bowels  were  freely  evacuated. 
The  bea^^tea,  wine^  and  every  thing  she  takes,  are  highly  sea- 
soned with  capsicum.    That  degree  which  is  pungent  to  imother 
person  is  scarcely  perceived  by  the  patient. 

2Sd. — Considerably  better.     She  complains  of  headach,  and 
extreme  general  soreness.     Hie  feces  are  c^ensive^     The  pro- 
pensity to  sleep  contiiiues,  but  when  fully  awake  she  is  rational 
Slie  can  now  open  her  ^es.    The  nourishment  chiefly  depended 
upon  is  soup,  strongly  impregnated  with  meat. 
Contiimetur  haustus. 
Calomel,  gr.  iL  vespere* 
24th. — Much  recovered.     The  inclination  to  sleep  diminish- 
ed; boweb  open  ;  but  the  head  continaes  painful. 
After  progressive  amendment  for  a  few  weeks,  she  was  aUe  to 
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go  down  stairs,  and  soon  r^ained  her  former  state,  at  which  she 
again  became  stationary. 

June  8d. — Mrs  — —  has  never  left  off  medicine  since  the 
conclusion  of  the  last  report.     Calomel  has  been  employed  a^ain 
to  affect  the  mouth/ with  bitter»  and  tonics  ;  the  mistura  terri 
comp.  with  and  without  digitalis:  but  the  greatest  temporary 
benefit  has  been  experienced  from  the  following  draught : 
$»  Rad.  rhei  concisse  Sii* 
Corticis  aurantii  exsiccati  §ss« 
Capsici  bacc.  3ss. 
Aquas  ferventis  Jxii.  Macera  per  horas  duas ;  cola  ct 

adde 
Pulv.  cinchonas  gr.  xv. 

Tinctura;  scillae  gtt.  xv.  M.  ft.  haust.  bis  die  sumen* 
dus. 
During  the  last  week  the  pain  of  the  head  increased,  on  which 
account  I  ordered  the  head  to  be  shaved  and  blistered,  from 
which  she  had  some  alleviation  of  the  pain  for  a  day  or  two.  I 
purposed  keeping  the  blister  open  for  some  time  \  but  perceiving 
that  the  head  and  face  were  becoming  erysipelatous,  I  was  oblig- 
ed to  heai  it  as  quiddy  as  possible. 

The  torpor  and  debility  were  much  as  they  have  been  for 
many  months.  She  walks  slowly  about  whenever  the  weather 
will  permit,  for  half  an  hour  or  a  little  more ;  appetite  perhaps 
a  little  better;  but  experiences  great  difficulty  in  mastication 
from  tender  gums,  and  stiffness  in  the  massiter  muscles.  She 
speaks  so  very  deliberately,  and  with  so  much  apparent  difficulty, 
that  it  is  painful  to  converse  with  her. 

The  draughts,  with  an  occasional  dose  of  submuriate  of  quick- 
silver, keep  the  bowels  open.   * 

The  rigidity  of  the  lateral  cervical  musdes  continues. 
6th. — The  pain  of  the  head  not  having  lessened,  I  ordered 
some  decoction  and  tincture  of  bark,  with  sulphuric  acid,  which, 
for  a  few  days,  seemed  advantageous. 

20th. — Affection  of  the  head,  torpor,  and  inclination  to  sleep^ 
materially  increased. 

]ge  Tinct.  guaiaci  ammoniatae     ii. 
Decocti  cinchonffi  3x.  ft.  haustus  bis  die  sumendua* 
25th. — Ueadach  increased ;  hands  and  &ce  swelled;  respirai- 
tion  difficult,  and  pain  in  the  side. 
^  Misturas  Camphoratae  giss. 
Tinct.  digit,  gtt.  xx.  ft.  haust.  bis  die  sumendus* 
30th. — Much  hotter  in  every  respect. 
July  16th. — Continues  convalescents 
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J^  Mist,  catnpb.  Jx. 
Tinct.  cinnain.  comp.  311. 
Carb.  ammon.  gn  v.  M.  ft.  baust  ter  die  samendas. 

August  15. — Mrs  «*-«—  is  now  better  than  sbe  has  been  for 
twelve  months  or  more.  Is  conversable ;  Clan  viralk  about  for  an 
hour  or  more ;  appetite  good  $  face  and  hands  reduced  in  size  1 
but  still  a  degree  of  torpor  remains. 

For  some  nights  she  has  been  in  a  tepid  salt-water  bath. 

20th. — Appetite  fails,  and  respiration  again  becomes  laborious, 
but  the  bead  free  from  pain. 

She  had  proposed  a  journey  to  Dover,  but  now  determines 
only  to  visit  heir  friends  at  Gravesend. 

She  undertook  this  journey  in  a  post-chaise  on  the  28d,  and 
bore  it  well ;  but,  finding  her  breathing  increasing  in  difficulty, 
she  returned  on  the  SOth.     8he  then  made  but  litde  water. 

After  a  few  days  she  was  better  again;  but,  on  the  5th 
of  September,  symptoms  of  a  fatal  nature  appeared.  She 
came  down  stairs ;  had  no  pain ;  but  was  scarcely  able  to 
^>eak ;  her  eyes  were  depressed ;  and  her  countenance  anxi- 
ous. 

She  ordered,  and  ate  a  lamb  chop  for  dinner. 
Impen.  vesicatorium  sterno. 

Takes  stimulating  diuretic  medicines. 

6tli. — Had  not  rest  last  night  3  came  down  stairs  at  seven  o'* 
clock  A.  M. :  could  scarcely  speak  ;  but  ate  some  Iamb  for  din- 
ner. In  the  middle  of  the  day  she  read  a  long  letter  from  her 
husband,  who  was  then  absent,  although  with  some  difficulty. 
She  went  to  bed  about  five  o'clock ;  her  breathing  becoming 
gradually  shorter,  until  it  ceased.  She  died  about  half  past  nine 
o'clock. 

Scctio  Cadaver  is. — On  the  9  th  Dr  Birkbeck,-who  had  attend- 
ed the  patient  several  times,  favoured  me  with  his  company, 
when,  with  the  assistance  of  Mr  Desormeaux  of  Barking,  1  o- 
pcned  the  body. 

llie  body  was  considerably  changed. 

The  brain  was  soft,  but  not  so  much  so  as  to  prevent  our  ex- 
amination. 

There  was  no  morbid  appearance  on  the  dura  mater.  The 
vessels  of  the  pia  mater  were  rather  turgid,  and  at  the  anterior 
and  under  part  of  the  right  hemisphere,  the  turgescence  was  by 
far  the  greatest. 

2*hire  was  fto  unnatural  effusion. 

The  ventricles  contained  a  very  little  more  fluid  than  usual ; 
the  posterior  horn  seemed  rather  enlarged. 
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When  the  brain  was  inverted,  wc  found  about  an  ounc^  of  a- 
]ueous  fluid  collected  in  the  basis  cranii.  The  tunica  arachnoides 
oenealk  the  cerebellum  was  considerably  thickened,  and  the  ves- 
teb  of  the  pia  mater  in  this  part  more  tuFfid.  There  was  also 
ane  small  clot  of  blood,  perhaps  the  size  of  a  large  pea* 

There  was  no  alteration  in  the  structure  of  the  breim 

The  abdomen  had  become  greatly  distended  in  the  course' of 
the  last  24  hours  from  beginning  decomposition  ;  but  we  foiAid 
aU  the  viscera  in  a  perfectly  natural  state. 

Tlie  stomach,  intestines,  and  liver,  were  particularlyibesiAiia-* 
ed,  and  afipeared  decidedly  heaithy. 

The  gall-bladder  was  distended  witii  healthy  bile.  Perhaps 
there  is  no  impropriety  in  mentioning,  that  the  appendages  to 
the  uterufs  on  the  left  side  were  of  a  dark  red  cobiiri  but  tin  the 
right  they  appeared  as  usual. 

FkUsi&oo,  Essex^  Sept.  19.  1811. 
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Case  of  Inguinal  Anetprism  Curedby  tying  the  External  Biac  Artery. 
By  William  Goodlab,  Surgeon. 

Tm  the  bq^inning  of  June  I  was  consulted  by  John  RamweD, 
^  a  stout  muscular  man,  of  a  spare  habit  of  body,  a  florid  com- 
plexion,  and  about  4 1  years  of  age.  Upwards  of  three  year^ 
ago,  the  patient  first  perceived  a  swelling  not  much  larger  than 
a  pea  on  the  inside  of  the  right  thigh.  It  caused  Very  Httie 
pain  or  inconvenience,  and  did  not  increase  so  as  to  alarm  him^ 
till,  afl;er  hisT  recovery  from  a  severe  dysentery,  nine  months 
ago.  From  that  period,  its  increase  has  been  rapid.  It  is  now 
the  size  and  shape  of  a  pint  bason,  with  its  rim  inverted  ;  al- 
thou^  six  months  ago  it  was  not,  by  the  patient^s  report,  more 
than  one- fourth  its  present  size.  The  tumour  is  situated  at  the 
superior  and  anterior  part  of  the  thigh,  extending  along  Pou- 
.part's  ligament,  to  within  two  inches  of  the  anterior  superior 
q)ine  of  the  ilium,  and  about  four  inches  down  the  thigh.  It  is^ 
dense,  circumscribed,  and  appears  to  sink  deep  amongst  the 
muscles.  If  grasped  firmly,  a  dull  pulsatory  motion  is  clearly 
distinguishable.  This  pulsation  is  rendered  more  evident  by 
bending  the  thigh  upon  the  pelvis;  and  by  a  continuance  o^* 
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the  premre^  the  wwMag  baoomef  imich  hm  prominciit  The 
aneiy  pcMses  along  its  most  ulterior  sorface,  and  giree  to  the 
finger  the  peculiar  tbriO  characterittie  of  aaearism.  It  retains 
this  character!  till  it  passes  through  the  adductor  femoris  to  de- 
seed into  the  ham,  when  it  is  no  longer  to  be  traced. 

A  bread-baker  by  trade,  the  patient  has  been  accustomed  to 
occasional  gr^  exertion,  in  earrying  loads  of  flour  up  several 
sets  of  stairs.  But  his  empb^rment,  onriag  the  last  seven  yean, 
has  been  chiefly  performed  in  a  sitting  position  i  and  recjoireH 
almost  no  exertion.  When  I  raprisea  him  of  the  neoessitj  of 
an  operation,  I  Isamt  that  he  bad  already  oonsalted  two  8ur« 
geons,  one  of  whom  advised  the  removal  of  the  tumor  by  ex- 
tirpation ;  the  other  had  recommended  the  firequent  application 
of  blisters  to  it.  This  divetsity  of  opinion  was  attenaed  with 
a  proportionate  want  of  confidence  in  my  patient,  who  chose  to 
defer  it ;  and,  as  his  puke  was  good,  his  appetite  tokrable,  his 
bowels  regnlary  his  general  bciuth  in  short  little  impaired,  I 

gve  him  general  directions,  and  desired  to  see  him  again  ere 
ig. 

At  the  end  of  a  fortnight  the  swelling  was  much  in  the  same 
state,  {hough  somewhat  brger.  It  proouoed  a  numbness  in  th^ 
thigh,  and  the  leg  towards  evening  began  to  swell*  A  trouble- 
some cough  now  came  on,  whidi,  with  a  few  days  exertion,  pro* 
duced  a  more  rapid  increase.  My  friend  and  late  master,  Mr 
KiUa*  of  Manchester,  who  with  my  friend  Mr  Hamilton  did  me 
the  fiivour  to  examine  my  patient,  entirely  coincided  with  me  in 
opinion,  and  the  operation  was  consented  to  when  the  cough  was 
remedied.  For  this  purpose  opium  with  digitalis  was  aominis- 
tered,  and  rest,  low  diet,  and  occasional  laxative  medicines  te*^ 
commended. 

From  this  period  to  the  latter  end  of  July,  the  tumour  increas- 
ed so  rapidly,  that  it  was  thought  advisable  to  delay  the  opera- 
tion no  longer,  though  some  cough  still  remained,  and  though 
the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  was  oppressive.  According- 
ly, it  was  performed  on  Tuesday  the  ^9th  of  July,  in  the  presence 
of  Messrs  Killer  and  HamiltoQ,  whose  very  frigidly  attention  on 
this  and  every  other  occasion  I  have  great  pleasure  iti  being  abte 
to  acknowledge. 

An  incision,  upwards  of  three  inches  in  length,  was  mad^ 
through  the  integuments,  beginning  at  the  upper  margin  of  the 
tamour,  about  three  inches  from  the  symphysis  of  the  pubes,  and 
carried  almost  directly  upwards.  In  die  dissection  of  the  ccl- 
lalar  membrane,  covering  the  aponeurosis  of  the  external  ob« 
lique  muscle,  several  arteries  were  divided,  which  supply  the  ad« 
V\i^'ent  glands.  These  vessels  were  immediately  secured^  and 
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more  than  Iwo  inches  of  the  tendinoos  expiation  exposed^  Iti 
filweft  were  carefuDy  divided  and  dilated .  downwaras,  by  the 
probe-pointed  bistoury  introduced  upon  the  finger.  The  arteiy 
was  now. dearly  distinguithed  by  its  pulsation.  .The  fibres  of 
the  external  oUioue,  with  the  marpn  of  the  internal  and  the 
transrersalis  muscles,  were  ako  divided  upwards,  to  allow  suf* 
ficient  space  for  the  two  fi>re- fingers  of  the  left  bud  to  be  plac- 
ed in  contact  with  the  arterial  sheath. 

I  endeavoured  to  detach  the  fiucia,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  pass 
my  finger  round  the  artery.  In  this  attempt  considerable  diffi- 
culty was  experienced.  But,  by  keeping  the  artery  firmly  in  its 
situation  upon  the  psoas  muscle,  with  my  finger  and  thumb  in 
contact  with  it,  I  succeeded  io  passing  the  qred  end  of  a  probe 
(about  hatf  an  inch  of  which  was  bent  to  a  right  angle)  under 
~  the  artery,  from  within  outwards.  The  shaft  of  the  probe  was 
gradually  bent  likewise  to  facilitate  its  turning  in  the  wound. 
A  double  liffature  being  put  through  the  eye,  the  probe  was  re- 
drawn. The  upper  ligature  was  tied  as  high  as  possible  by  Mr 
Killer.  The  pulsation  in  the  tumour  immraiately  ceased.  The 
kywer  ligature  was  also  tied ;  but  as  the  space  between  the  liga^ 
tures  did  not  uypear  to  warrant  the  divismn  of  the  ves6el,*il  was 
left  entire..  The  integuments  brought  into  contact,  were  secur- 
ed l^  a  couple  of  stithies,  stripes  of  adhesive  plaster  were  appli- 
ed, and  a.roHer  passed  round  the  whole.  The  patient  was  put 
to  b^  with  the  tiigh  bent  upon  the  pelvis.  The  temperature  of 
the  limb  had  been  k|q>t  m  during  the  operation,  bv  a  flannel  rol- 
ler appHed  abound  it.  This  was  -still  retained ;  the  whole  limb 
iek  comfimably  warm,  and  he  had  little  pain.  At  nine  o'clock 
in  the, evening,  I  found  his  skin  cool^  tongue  somewhat  filled, 
pulse  100,  wound  easy.  The  leg  and  thi^  quite  as.  warm  as  on 
the  opposite  side,  foot  a  little  colder.  He  has  had  a  few  short 
slumbers,  and  hiss  taken  bread,  milk  and  tea.  To  take  an  opiate 
at  bedtime. 

Wedne^ay^  ?  A.  M^— lie  comphins  of  much  pain-  in  the 
back,  occasioned  by  continuing  in  the  same  position,  which  pre- 
vented him  fr6m  sleeping.  He^was  therefore  turned  on  his 
back,'  wi^  the  knee  bent  and  supported  by  piUows,  as  in  fracture 
of  the  thigh.  He  has  occasional  throbbing,  some  thifst,  pulse 
90,  skin  cool.  The  leg  and  thigh  quit6  as  warm  aS  the  other, 
the  toes  nearly  so.  To  take  lemonade  for  his  common  drink. 
One  P.  M. — He  has  had  azir  hotrr's  sleep;  cou^  somewhat 
troublesome;  puke  100;  tongue  ful^red  in  the  roiddfe;  a  little 
soreness  in  the  belly.     A  gentle  laxative  was  given. 

At  nine  o'clock  P.  M.  tlie  limb  was  hotter  than  the  \^ealthj 
one ;  pulse  Idf^i  and  fuller.    He  ha^  had  considerable  pain  in  i'b« 
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he«d,  which  oontiniiecl  till  seven  o'clock^  whim  he  had  an  hoai^i 
refreshing  sleept  and  awoke  better.    The  fwin  in  his  back  con* 
tinaca  troublooiDe.    He  has  coughed  little,  and  expectorates 
freely.     No  pain,  or  tension,  in  uie  abdomen ;  tongbe  nunst^ 
tlioi^eh  furred ;  urine  hot,  but  not  high«ek>lbtlredf  no  MooL 
R  Sulph.  magnes.  |iij. 
Vin.  antim.  gtt.  x. 
Tinct.  sennie  SH. 
Aq.  porae  f  i.    M. 
To  be  taken  immediately,  with  a  saline  dnuigfaf  everif  four  hours; 

Tie  heat  of  the  atmosphere  has  been  quite  oppressire. 

Morning  visit,  (secona  day.)-»He  passed  the  night  with  only 
an  hour's  sleep  $  he  complains  much  of  his  back,  and  a  slight 
headach;  face  flushed  i  skin  hot  and  dry^  puke  116,  rather 
hard ;  no  tension  in  the  abdomen  i  cough  troublesome  in  the 
night;  water  higfa-cokxired,  and  scanty {  no  fctool.  To  six 
dnuns  of  infusion  of  sennse,  and  a  dram  of  the  sulphate  of  mag* 
nesia,  half  an  ounce  of  the  liquor  of  acetite  of  ammonia  and  tea 
drops  of  antimonial  wine  were  added.  To  be  tidten  every  three 
hours  until  the  bowels  are  opened. 

Noon  visit — He  had  a  motion  soon  after  I  feft  him  in  the 
morning,  and  several  hours  comfortable  sleep  in  the  forenoon^ 
Pidse  102,  soft;  skin  cool;  less  thirst;  back  easier;  cough  still 
continues.  The  whole  limb  is  comfortably  warm;  he  has  per- 
fect sensation  and  power  of  motion  in  the  toes ;  belly  quite  easy; 
To  continue  his  medicines  till  he  has  another  stool. 

He  had  some  return  of  fever  towards  evening,  but  a^  it  subsid- 
ed he  had  two  hours  sleep,  and  was  much  refreshed.  Pulse  108; 
head  easy;  tongue  moist  and  clean ;  skin  cooler;  urite  hot  and 
hk;fa»coloured.  He  has  had  another  stool,  and  has  taken  plen^ 
tituUy  of  pott^;e|  butter-milk,  and  tea.  To  a  dose  of  his  pur- 
gative medicine  were  added  twenty  drops  of  hudanum,  to  be 
taken  ut  bed-time.  * 

Friday,  August  1st;  (the  third  day  after  the  operation.) — 
The  dressings  were  removed  fof  the  first  time.  The  inferiol: 
half  of  the  wound  is  a  mere  line,  the  superior  half  nearly  so. 
There  is  a  slight  blush  upon  the  edges,  but  no  pain  nor  tender^ 
ness;  discharge  moderate  and  healthy;  tongue  dean  and  jnoist; 
limb  warm  and  sensible;  appetite  good;  had  a  stool  this  moror 

Saturday. — He  has  slept  wel^*the  two  last  nights^  and  has 
tsken  brotb^  pottaee  and  milk;  pulse  84:  tongue  dean;  no 
thirst;  bowels  rM^uTar;  limb  comfortable.  The  Wound  is  some- 
what separated  above  Uie  upper  ligature ;  discharge  copious^  but 
^ite  puriform.    The  opiate  to  be  repeated^ 
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This  event  toolfplace  in  Mr  Abemethy's  second  case;  and  that 
It  does  not  more  frequently  occur;  is  owing  to  that  lav  which 
'tdt  Hunter  first  noticed,  by  which  extraneous  bodies  approach 
towards  the  surface,  rather  Uian  in  a  lateral  direction,  and  by  the 
pressure  of  the  projected  fluid  producing  condensation  of  the 
parts  around  it. 

"  The  probability  of  the  aneurismal  sac  participating  in  the  ir<- 
ritation  which  the  presence  of  the  ligatures  may  produce,  will  he 
in  proportion  to  their  contigiiity.  Mr  Abernethy,  therefixe, 
very  judiciously  directs,  that  the  artery  be  tied  as  high  as  possi- 
ble, though  the  difficulty  of  reaching  it  is  therebv  increased,  and 
though  in  such  cases  the  surgeon  must  lay  aside  the  knife,  as  soon 
*as  he  is  able  to  reach  th^  arterial  sheath,  and  conduct  the  future 
steps  of  the  operation  by  the  finger,  or  by  a  blunt  instrument 
introduced  under  the  artery. 

As  the  ulceration  of  the  aneurismal  sac  would,  in  anv  case, 
produce  so  'much  constitutional  irritation,  as  would  render  this 
operation  doubly  hazardous,  (and  from  the  large  sixe  which  it  at- 
tained in  Barnwell's  case,  almost  certainly  fatal,)  it  caiihot,  I 
think,  be  tcfo  strongly  recommended  to  proceed  to  the  operation 
lat  as  early  a  period  as  possible ;  that  is,  as  soon  as  the  flow  of 
blood  through  its  natural  channe),  and  the  consequent  increase 
of  the  collateral  braifches,  appears  adecjuate  to  the  suppo|t  of 
vitality  in  the  limb. 

It  is  pleasing  to  reflect,  (because  it  shows  the  &vouraUe  pro- 
gress of^  this  branch  of  surgery),  that  though  Cheselden  trusted 
so  little  to  this  power,  that  he  had  difficulty  in  believing  the 
event  when  it  had  taken  place  in  the  arm,  the  judicious  boldness 
of  Mr  Abernetliy  has  clearly  demonstrated,  that  the  operation 
may  be  performed  with  safety  in  any  situation,  where  anatomj^ 
enables  us  to  reach  a  helHthy  portion  of  the  artery. 

That  the  supply  of  blood  was  adequate  to  tlie  proper  nutriment 
of  the  limb,  was  in  this  case  evident  from  the  day  of  the  opera- 
tion ;  although  the  artery  passed  too  near  the  suriaCe  of  the  tu- 
mour, and  its  pulsation  downwards  was  too  easily  traced  to  ad- 
mit a  supposition  that  the  circulation  through  it  was  much 
impeded.  The  absence  of  extensive  oedema  confirms  this  opi« 
nion,  and  is  easily  accounted  for;  by  the  sac  being  almost  entire- 
ly external  to  the  femoral  vein. 

The  scciondary  fever  was  much  less  than  could  have  been  ex- 
pected, especially  as  the  temperature  of  the  air  in  the  four  or  five 
i4i*st  days  after  the  op)eration,  amounted  to  70^  in  the  shade. 
•   Bitry^  Lancashire^  S^y/.  20M,  ittll.    ' 

p.  S.— Since  this  operation  I  have  heard  of  a  similar  case  in 
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ihiiaa^iboiiilioocL    The  padnt  was  allowed  to  die  wiAout  any 
cfivt  lo  MTe  him  faj  an  operation. 
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Case  rf  En^ema  Mercuriale^  oeconqianiei  hf  an  Afecium  of  tie 
Cornea.  By  J.  Nichoijoii»  Member  of  the  Royal  CoDq^e  of 
SmfgeoD&f  London* 

ToHN  SwAiNTy  a  native  of  Ireland,  of  a  spare  habit,  light  eyes 
^  tod  haiTy  and  a  private  in  the  87th  regt.  was  admitted  into 
the  r^mental  hospital  of  the  Derbyshire  Militia  at  Cbelmsfordf 
June'eih  1810,  with  chancres  on  the  prepuce  and  phymosis. 
Frictions  with  unc.  hydrarg.  were  immediately  employed ;  and 
a  weak  scrfotion  of  the  hydrai]g«  miuias  was  bjected  between  the 
prnvoe  and  dans  penis.  ^ 

On  the  lOtn,  gonorrhoea  supervened.  On  the  15th|  the  gums 
»eie  much  aflfected  by  the  mercury.  On  the  18th»  a  gland  in 
the  ri^t  groin  was  enlargedt  and  tender,  and  he  complained  of 
pain  m  &e  penis,  whi<m  was  slightly  swollen  and  inflamed. 
There  waa  a  profuse  purulent  discharge  from  the  urethra.  The 
aotipliioeiscic  regimen  was  enjoined,  with  laxatives,  and  an  emol« 
Beat  powtiee  was  applied  to  the  penis. 

These  smyptoms  continued  withont  abatement  dll  .t;he  2Ut,  at 
vUch  period  he  had  used  nine  drams  of  ung.  hydrarg.,  which 
vas  aH  the  mercury  cmj^yed,  except  two  grains  of  submurias 
hydraig.  which  were  given  in  compination  with  opium  on  t^e 
19th.  On  the  )K2d,  we  tume&ction  and  inflammation  of  the 
penis  continiied.  llie  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  the  groins^ 
sad  iqpper  part  of  the  thighs*  were  observed  to  be  covered  with 
ianmnmbfe  papute  of  a  bright  red  colour,  aoeompanied  by  a 
very  distressii^  itching  sensation.  Tongue  was  white ;  bowela 
costive ;  jpnlse  120,  quick  and  fidli  skin  hot  and  dry,  and  great 
thirst  Eight  ounces  of  blood  were  drawn  from  the  arm,  wnich 
exhibited  a  few  patches  of  coamilaUe  lymph  on  the  surface  of  the 
crsssamentnm.  Before  the  hgature  was  removed,  he  became 
tunt  A  duse  of  sulphas  magnesias  was  given  ;  and  a  draught 
soBiaining  antimon,  tartaris.and  sulph.  magnesias  was  ordered  to 
be  given  every  four  hours.  All  the  ointment  was  carefully  wash- 
ed off  the  thighs,  and  his  bedding  changed.  He  was  then  put 
iji^to  the  warm  bath. 
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The  foDowinff  acooimt  is  extracted  from  the  deiiy  leportft 
June  SSd. — Pulse  full  and  freauent;  skin  hot  and  dry;  tonffne 
white ;  thirst  continues  $  has  haa  several  stools  sinc^yestercuiy; 
the  itthing  was  much  relieved  by  the  warm  bath.    The  inflam- 
mation and  tumefaction  of  the  penis  are  lessened.     The  pi^ulae 
are  more  diffused,  and  the  scrotum  is  much  affected. 
Cont.  haust  ant  tart.  8cc« 
Utatur  balneo  tepido. 
Sl-th. — Pulse  120,  skin  hot  and  dry;  tongue  dry,  brown  in 
the  centre,  edged  with  white ;  the  tip  and  sides  are  of  a  bright 
red;  great  thirst;  bowels  r^ular;  urine  bigh-coIoured«    The 
papulas  continue  to  extend  over  a  larger  surface.     Num^ous 
small  vesicles,  containing  a  serous  fluia,  have  appeared  on  the 
thighs  and  lower  part  of  the  abdomen.    The  itching  is  not  so 
distressing ;  but  he  is  very  restless.    Let  him  have  baney- water, 
acidulated  with  potass®  supertartris,  to  drink. 
Cont.  haust.  4ta  auaque  hora. 
26th. — The  erythema  nas  become  universal ;  itching  less  dis« 
tressinff ;  desquamation  from  part  of  the  thighs,  and  lower  part  of 
the  abdomen ;  the  palpebrae  and  tarsi  are  swollen  and  inflamed. 
The  other  symptoms  remain  as  on  the  24th. 

Cont  haust  ant  tart  sine  sulph.  magnes.  et  cum  addit  acet 
potassas  9j«     ^ 

Adde  tinct  opii  gtt  xxv.  haustui  vespertino. 
Utatur  balneo  tepido  p.  m. 
28th. — A  slight  exudation  from  the  groins  and  scrotum  ap- 
peared yesterday ;  it  is  now  increased  in  quantity,  and  become 
ichorous.     Cont  haust.  Applic.  amyl.  contrit  vesiculis. 

SOth. — The  pulse  is  smail,  soft,  and  frequent ;  tongue  moist* 
er  and  cleaner ;  bowels  open.    Desquamation  and  discharge  go 
on.    The  pa^ebrce  are  less  swollen,  but  there  is  exudation  from 
^em.    Do^es  much.    Omit,  haust.  apt.  tart    * 
Ig^  Decoct  cinchonse  J^iii. 
Ext  cinchonae  3ii. 
Acid  sulph.  diL  Jiss. 
Capt  gi  4ta  quaque  hora. 
Vini  rub.  |iv.  quotidie  sum. 
S>  Tinct.  opii  gtt.  xxx.  e  mist  camph.  Ji.  h.  8.  sumend. 
July  2. — The  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  is  increased.     Pulse  | 
^ft  and  frequent.    The  teeth  and  gums  are  covered  with  sordes* 
Exudation  from  various  parts  of  the  body.     There  is  not  more 
fetor  than  is  usually  attendant  on  a  mercurial  sore  mouth.  | 
l^owels  costive.     Cont  cinchona. 

Cont  vini  rub.  §viii  per  diem.  i 
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^  Cerat  calamiiifle,  olei  aniygd.  a  3L  tarsis  applic 
Cont.  amyL  conjtr. 

4th. — Pulse  969  regular.  Skin  feels  soft  where  the  cuticle  has 
separated.  Desquamation  goes  on ;  but  there  is  very  litile  exu- 
dasion.  Tongue  clean  ana  dry.  The  appetite  has  been  very 
much  impaired  during  the  disease,  but  is  now  improving.  H!e 
bad  a  copious  stool  yesterday  from  oL  ricini  {.ss. 

Both  eyes  have  a  very  unusual  appearance,  which  has  come  on 
during  the  night.  The  comcae  have  nearly  lost  their  transpa- 
rency, and  appear  dry,  exactly  resembling  an  eve  wliich.  baa 
been  exposed  to  the  air  for  some  time  after  deatn.  He  conti- 
nues to  doze  much,  but  answers  questions  readily,  tuid  does  not 
complain  of  any  uneasiness  or  inconvenience  from  the  afieciioH 
of  the  cornett.     Cont.  medicin. 

6th«— Pulse  soft  and  frequent;  tongue  clean  and  dry;  boweb 
regalar ;  inflammation  of  the  tarsi  much  lessened ;  cornea?  rcniain 
as  described  on  the  4th.  The  cuticle  is  entirely  desquamated* 
There  is  only  a  slight  discharge  from  the  scrotum  remain mg» 
Cont.  tned. 

Sth, — Pulse  96,  soft;  tongue  dry;  bowels  costive;  says  ho  feelg 
well,  except  his  mouth,  which  is  still  sore;  he  is  very  much  do* 
bilitated;  the  corneas  are  regaining  their  natural  appearance. 
]gl>  01.  ricini  Svi.  statim  sum. 
Cont.  med. 

12th. — Pulse  80;  skin  dry;  tongue  clean  and  moist;  appetite 
good ;  bowels  regular ;  cornese  perfectly  transparent ;  the  phy- 
roosis  eontinueSy  with  slight  purulent  discharge  ;  he  had  porter 
Ibii.  per  diem,  instead  of  wine,  and  some  animal  food.  He  takes 
the  cinchona  twice  a- day. 

28th. — Is  daily  improving  in  strength ;  complains  of  mucl| 
pain  in  the  left  hip,  and  has  difficulty  in  moving  the  thigh. 

The  pain  of  the  hip  soon  left  him,  and  he  regained  the  per- 
fect use  of  the  thigh.  His  recovery  was  slow,  and  was  retarded 
by  two  febrile  attacks.  He  was  discharged  from  the  hospital  on 
19ih  S^tember,  free  from  disease,  though  not  strong  enough 
for  duty,  to  accompan v  tlie  detachment  to  which  be  beK)nged  on 
its  march  into  Staffordshire. 

HyiAe^  Kent,  hth  OcL  1811. 
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Case  of  Wounded  Diaphragm.    By  Alcxavdeb  Boyle,  A.  Mi 
Surgeon,  62d  l^iegi.  of  FooU 

XIT*.  Cr-f  A  ^tnan  about  40  years  of  age,  much  addicted  to  the  use 
^^  of  wine,  was,  on  the  2d  of  January  1810,  soon  after  duw 
ner,  suddenly  seized  wich  violent  pun,  which  he  referred  to  the 
epigastriums  and  which  was  immediately  followed  ^j  nausea  and 
vomiting.  I  saw  him,  about  an  hour  after  he  was  attacked,  when 
the  inclmation  to  vomit  still  continued,  and  he  began  to  com- 
plain of  cold  and  chilliness.  The  pain  in  the  region  of  the  sto* 
mach  did  not  now  appear  so  exquisite  as  at  first;  nor  was  it  evi- 
dently increased  by  moderate  pressure.  There  was  no  tension 
of  the  belly;  but,  on  the  contrary,  I  remarked  an  extraordinary 
hollowness,  or  drawing  in,  about  the  umbilicus.  He  complained 
greatly  of  thirst;  \x\%  tongue  was  dry,  and  chopped,  ana  had  a 
briffht  gloss?  hue.  He  told  n^e  be  had  had  a  regular  motion  of 
his  Dowels  tne  same  morning.  His  skin  was  hot  and  dry;  and 
^he  temperature  about  98^  His  pulse  was  full  and  hard,  and 
90  in  the  minute.  Though  the  symptoms  varied  a  little  from 
those  usuaDy  met  with  in  gastric  or  intestinal  inflammation^ 
there  still  appeared  such  characteristic  marks,  as  determined  me, 
by  a  vigorous  treatment,  to  guard  against  the  fallacious  nature 
which  Uiose  complaints  sometimes  assume.  Twenty- six  ounces  of 
blood  were  taken  from  the  arm ;  and  the  evacuation  would  have 
been  carried  still  farther,  had  J  not  been  obliged  to  desist,  oa 
observing  a  tendency  to  deliquium  coming  on.  He  was  put  into 
ft  tepid  bath ;  he  took  an  ounce  otoL  ridni  :  and  a  large  enema 
was  thrown  up.  The  oil  was  immediately  rejected ;  but,  on  hU 
coming  out  ot  the  bath,  he  had  two  copious  stools.  After  this, 
the  pain  was  not  sensibly  abated,  and  the  smallest  Quantity  of 
fluid,  received  into  the  stomach,  was  instantly  rejectee!.  \n  this 
state  he  continued  the  whole  night.  Towards  morning,  he  had 
another  evacuation  by  stool ;  he  appeared  cheerful,  and  said  he 
lelt  no  pain.  These  symptoms,  however,  did  not  deceive  mej 
lis  pulse  was  scarcely  to  be  felt,  and  cold  drops  of  sweet  bedew- 
ed his  forehead,  plainly  announcing  the  fiut  approach  of  death, 
which  happened  soon  after. 
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Appearances  on  tHtsection. 

On  opening  the  abdomen,  there  appeared  an  extraordinary  de- 
rangement of  parts.  The  stomach  first  presented  itself^  dibtend* 
ed  with  fluid  to  a  most  enormous  size,  and  occupying  nearly 
the  whole  canty.  It  appeared  to  be  somewhat  drawn  from  its 
natural  situation,  and  approached  so  closely  to  the pi4bes^  that  the 
fingers  could  scarcely  pass  between  them.  With  the  exception 
of  a  few  minute  red  points  externally,  the  stomach  eadiibitcd  no 
other  marks  of  inflammation,  llie  stomach  being  now  raised  up^ 
the  diaphragm  presented  a  convex  surface  towards  tho  abdomen. 
It  was  very  tense;  and  the  whole  volume  of  intestines  whidi 
is  not  bound  closely  to  the  spine  by  the  mesentery,  was  found  to 
have  passed  through  a  preternatural  opening  in  the  muscular  part 
of  the  diaphragm,  on  the  left  side.  *  On  opening  the  thorax,  it 
was  found  to  contain  several  quarts  of  fluid,  no  doubt  secreted 
on  the  vast  surface  of  inflamed  intestine,  found  lodged  within 
that  cavity ;  none,  however,  was  found  in  the  abdomen ;  its 
escape  from  the  thorax  being,  no  doubt,  prevented  by  the  pressure 
of  tne  parts  upon  the  orifice,  acting  in  the  manner  of  a  valve. 
Both  lobes  of  the  lungs  were  of  a  pale  colour,  and  studded  with 
small  purple  spots.  The  left  lung  was  compressed  into  one- 
third  of  its  neitural  size,  and  was  confined  to  the  upper  part  of 
the  cavity,  while  the  lower  part  of  the  chest  was  completely  oc« 
cupied  by  the  displaced  intestines.  The  duodenum  showed  no 
marks  of  disease,  and  retailed  its  natural  situation.  The  jeftrnwn^ 
hovtrever,  the  whole  of  the  ileum^  (except  about  eight  inches)  and 
the  transverse  portion  of  the  colon,  had  passed  through  this  pre- 
ternatural opening.  These  parts  were  of  a  livid  blue  colour, 
1)ut  of  firm  texture;  and,  on  several  parts  of  the  mesentery,  and 
mesocolon,  which  were  loaded  with  fat,  there  appeared  large, 
red«  and  livid  blotches.  ^  The  opening  easily  admitted  two  fin- 
gers ;  and  the  omentum,*  which  had  abo  passed  through  it,  and 
adhered  firmly  to  the  adjacent  part^,  was  convoluted  round  the 
colon  in  a  singular  manner,  and  nearly  invested  the  whole  of  the 
protruded  intestine,  in  a  sort  of  pouch  or  sac.  The  edge  of  the 
orifice  was  smooth,  and  had  a  ligamentous  hardness.  It  did  not 
embrace  the  parts  so  firmly  as  to  produce  strangulation  of  the 
gut,  and  the  intestinal  tube  was  quite  pervious. 

All  around  the  margin  of  the  opening,  strong  membranous 
productions  of  considerable  length  were  observed,  stretching  out, 
and  fornung  attachments  to  the  pleura  CQSta[is,  the  itoediastinum, 
and  some' parts  of  the  intestines.  My  attempts  to  account  for 
the  singularity  of  these  appearances,  brought  to  my  recollection 
thai  this  man,  about  eleven  months  before,  bad  received  a  wound 
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in  the  left  side,  between  the  sbcth  «id  seventh  rib,  passing  oblique- 
ly downwards.  He  was  brought  to  the  hospital  about  midnight* 
A  small  portion  of  soft  cellular  membrane  protruded  frmn  the 
wound.  Th^  wound  was  dilated  in  order  to  facilitate  the  return 
of  the  protruded  part,  but  was  healed  in  a  few  days,  without  the 
appearance  of  any  bad  symptom.  About  seven  months  after  he 
had  received  this  injury,  he  complained  of  slight  disorder  in  his 
bowels,  but  of  which  he  soon  recovered.  This,  I  believe,  was 
the  first  time  he  had  complained  since  the  wound  was  inflicted. 
From  this  time,  however,  he  became  less  able  to  bear  fatigue  ; 
he  could  not  stand  erect  without  feeling  some  uneasiness ;  res- 
piratioa  was  affected  $  and  even  moderate  exercise  was  supported 
with  difficulty. 

Observations^ 
From  the  days  of  Hippocrates,  wounds  of  the  diaphragm  have 
been  deemed  mortal.  The  above  case,  however,  presents  one 
instance,  wherein  this  event  did  not  immediately  follow  ;  and  in 
which  it  did  not  ultimately  seem  to  have  depended  f^o  much  upon 
the  mere  injury  inflicted  on  the  part,  as  upon  the  future  derange- 
ment to  which  the  wound  gave  origin.  Some  instances  are  re- 
lated by  Morgagni,  in  which  wounds  passing  through  the  mus- 
cular part  of  the  diaphragm  are  said  to  have  healed  ;  which  hap- 
py circumstance,  in  the  case  now  related,  appears  to  have  been 
prevented  by  the  interposition  of  the* omentum,  which  speedily 
formed  attachments  within  the  cavity  of  the  thorax;  and  the 
coalescence  of  the  edges  of  the  wound  around  this  substance, 
was  seemingly  interrupted  by  the  constant  action  of  this  muscle, 
in  performing  the  office  of  respiration.  Except  the  protrusion 
of  a  small  portion  of  the  omentum,  no  symptom  appeared,  usu- 
ally supposed  to  denote  injury  of  this  part.  There  was  neither 
hiccup  nor  paraphrenitis ;  and  the  respiration  did  not  become 
afiected  until  seven  months  afterwards,  when,  it  is  probable, 
the  vast  volume  of  intestine  accumulated  in  the  thorax,  in  some 
degree  impeded  the  action  of  the  heart  *  In  all  the  cases  whidi 
came  under  the  immediate  inspection  of  Morgagni,  the  wound  of 
the  diaphragm  was  complicated  with  wounds  of  other  important 

Earts,  as  of  the  heart,  lungs*  and  stomach;  and  they  all,  as  might 
e  expected,  very  soon  terminated  fatally. 

• 
Mtlazxo^  29lA  August f  1811. 
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IX. 

Case  of  Chorea  aared  by  Purgative  Medicines^  communicated  to 
Dr  J.  Hamilton  seniorp  by  Hakdwic&e  ShutEj^  M.  D. 
Physician,  Bath. 

^uE  prejudices  entertained  by  very  high  medical  authorities 
^  against  the  use  of  purgatives  in  chorea,  at  least  to  any  con- 
siderable extent,  can  only  be  effectually  counteracted  by  an  ac- 
cumulation of  evidence  to  the  contrary  $  and  in  this  point  of 
view,  every  impartial  history  of  this  disease  and  its  treatment 
becomes  interesting.  The  opinion  very  generally  entertained, 
that  the  free  use  of  purgatives  will  always  induce  a  great  degree 
of  debility,  has  so  strongly  prepossessed  the  minds  of  practi- 
tioners in  general,  that  nothing,  I  believe,  but  individual  expe- 
rience can  fully  prove  it  to  be  erroneous. 

The  person  whose  case  I  am  now  to  record,  was  a  female  of  a 
constitution  rather  delicate  than  otherwise,  and  inclining  to  the 
sangiuneous  temperament;  she  complained  but  once  of  weak- 
ncss ;  but  the  state  of  the  pulse,  and  other  circumstances,  in* 
duced  me  to  persevere  in  the  practice  I  had  adopted,  and  the 
complaint  was  not  repeated,  sio  tonic  remedies  were  had  re- 
course to  after  the  removal  of  the  spasms,  as  nothing  occurred 
to  indicate  their  n^^e.  The  obstinacy  of  the  complaint  under  a 
different  treatment,  as  it  occurred  nve  vears  ago, — the  period 
of  its  recurrence,  (this  being  considered  as  a  disease  almost  pe- 
culiar to  children) — the  violence  and  speedy  removal  of  the  sym- 
ptoms, as  well  as  the  great  advantage  derived  from  the  use  of 
purgatives,  cannot  escape  ol>servaiion. 

August  29.  1811. — Miss  — —  in  her  2 1st  year,  is  affected 
with  constant  and  violent  irregular  motions  of  the  arms,  legs, 
head,  and  occasionally  trunk  of  the  body.  The  right  arm  is 
chiefly  affected,  and  much  bruised  from  the  repeated  bbws  it 
receives.  The  spasms  continue  during  sleep,  which  is  short 
and  disturbed.  The  speech  is  hurried,  and  very  inarticulate ; 
the  belly  irregular ;  appetite  much  impaired ;  me  pulse  calm, 
and  not  affected  by  the  spasms.  The  catamenia?  are  regular, 
and  disappeared  a  lew  days  previous  to  the  attack.  Miss  ■■ 
was  affected  with  a  disease  very  similar  to  her  pre<fent  complaints 
five  years  ago,  whieb  continued  fifteen  weeks.  8he  has  been  ill 
ab6ut  ten  days,  is  now  confined  to  bed,  and  has  taken  some 
opening  meuicines  and  assafoeiida. 
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$>  Hydnirgyri  siibmuriatis  gr.  t. 
Jaiapae  pulveris  gr.  xv. 

Confect  rosse  canin.  q.  s.  ut  fiant  pOuIae  No«iv.— hors 
gomni  sumendse ;— et  eras  primo  mane  habeat  misturam  ex 
Infus.  scnnie  |iij. 
Tincturas  setinae, 
Potassae  sulphatis  aa  |  as. 

30th. — The  medicine  has  been  taken ;  the  alvine  evacuation 
is  copious,  fluid,  dark,  and  snrbalous.  The  spasms  are  not  so 
violent,  the  left  side  being  chiefly  aflbcted.  Sleep  is  more  com* 
posed. 

]^  Massae  piluL  aloeticarum  (Ph«  Ed.)  |  ss.  Divide  in  pi- 
lulas  xlviii,  quarum  sumantur  ties  hora  somni,  et  eras  mane  re- 
petantur. 

SI  St— The  alvine  evacuation  is  less  copious,  but  in  other  re- 
apects  the  same  as  yesterday.  The  spasms  are  less  vicJent,  and 
the  symptoms,  on  the  whole,  are  a  little  abated. 

Repetantur  pilube  aloeticae  No.  iii.  quartSL  quaque  horl. 

Sept  Ist — One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken ; 
the  alvine  evacoadon  is  the  same  as  yesterday ;  but  the  spasms 
are  much  aggravated.  The  patient  compkins  of  weakaaast  but 
the  poise  is  calm,  and  moderately  fimu 

Continuentur  pilube  aloeticce  ut  beri. 

2d. — One  drachm  of  the  aloetic  mass  has  been  taken,  but  the 
alvine  evacuation  is  scanty  and  scybalous,  though  of  more  natu- 
ral cokNir  than  hitherto.  The  patient  left  her  bed  thid  morning, 
and  has  been  ^alkin^  in  the  garden.  The  right  foot  is  not  rais- 
ed from  the  ground  in  walking,  though  it  is  free  from  any  spas- 
modic motion,  which  is  almost  entirely  confined  to  the  nexores 
digitorum  of  the  left  hand.     She  is  in  every  respect  better. 

Repetatur  eras  mane  mistura  e  aenna  ut  antea  prescripta;  et 
continuenter  pilulae  aloeticce. 

3d. — The  alvine  evacuation  is  more  copious  than  yesterday, 
but  in  other  respects  the  same.  The  convulsive  motions  are  a 
little  increased. 

Habeat  pilulas  aloeticas  No.  iii.  mane  et  vesper^. 

5th.^— The  pills  have  been  continued  as  directed ;  the  evacua- 
tions are  fluid,  less  scybalous,  and  more  natural  in  appearance 
than  hitherto.     The  convulsive  motions  are  nearly  gone.     Con-  '• 
tinuentur  pilulas  u.  a. 

7th.— I  found  my  patient  working  with  her  needle,  and  free' 
from  spasms.     Cont  pilulae  mane  et  ye^perik 

dtfa.— Contii»uea  we{L 
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IStb.— ContiDueB  wdL    Habeftt  pilulas  alotiicM,  qoarum  m* 
geatur  yel  minuatur  dosis  at  res  requirant 
19tlL — No  returo  of  oomplaioU. 
BatA,  Nao.  16M,  1811. 
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Observations  upon  Venereal  Disease.    By  J.  PEAKEt  Member  of 
the  Royal  College  of  Surgeoas,  London. 

^HXRE  has  been  a  doubt  in  the  minds  of  medical  practitioners, 
•^  whether  those  symptoms^of  venereal  dkease,  termed  secmd* 
ary^  as  venereal  sore  throat,  &c.  can  come  on  antecedently  to 
some  local  afiection  from  the  application  of  venereal  virus,  pro- 
ducing ulceration  or  chancre. 

Some  cases  have  come  under  my  own  immediate  notice  and 
care,  which  will,  I  think,  warrant  a  belief,  that  an  absorption 
of  the  virus  may  take  place,  without  producing  &ny  local  effect  f 
and  that  bubo,  and  even  ulceration  of  the  throat,  may  be,  as  it 
were,  the  primary  seat  of  the  disease. 

A  young  man  uitely  consulted  me  for  the  cure  6f  two  buboes 
in  the  groin,  which  had  existed  there  for  two  or  three  months 
previously;  they  had  proceeded  on  to  suppuration,  and  discharg- 
ed now  a  diia  offensive  kind  of  matter ;  below  one  of  them  was 
a  swelling,  which  contained  pus,  but  deep-seated.  This  I  after- 
wards opened,  and  let  out  a  considerable  quantity.  He  com- 
plained to  me  also  of  sore  throat,  and,  upon  inspection,  I  noticed 
upon  the  tonsil  glands  on  each  side,  ulcerations  decidedly  chit* 
lacteristic  of  venereal  sore  or  chancre.  These  ulcerations,  he 
said,  came  on  as  soon  as  matter  had  formed  in  the  buboes,  and 
had  continued  ever  since.  I  questioned  him  particularly  as  to  hia 
having  any  sore  upon  the  penis  preceding  these  symptoms  {  and 
he  assured  me  most  positively  that  he  never  had.  I  then  exa- 
mined the  penis,  but  could  not  discover  the  least  appearance  of 
chancre  or  sore  having  been  there ;  he  had  never  before  atiy  ve^ 
nereal  atfection  whatever;  and  the  symptoms  under  which  be  How 
laboured,  neither  he,  nor  the  medical  attendant,  under  whose  care 
he  had  been  for  some  time,  suspected  to  arise  from  such  a  cause, 
until,  finding  himself  worse  under  the  prescribed  remedies,  he 
ira^iklnced  to  prociire  some  mcrcurioL  pills  firomt  an  advertising 
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qnark  in  Londf>n,  and,  after  takin$^  one  box,  he  foand  his  moudi 
sore,  and  his  throat  considerably  better. 

I  advised  liim  to  undergo  a  r^ular  course  of  mercury,  and  in 
the  course  of  a  very  short  time,  he  perceived  its  beneficial  eflfects. 
The  throat  became  welL  The  glands  in  the  groin  healed,  but 
there  was  still  a  discharge  from  the  sore  which  had  formed  be- 
low one  of  them.  This  .gradually  gave  way  to  the  medicine^ 
and,  in  the  course  of  five  or  six  weeas  he  perfectly  recovered. 

Some  few  years  ago,  I  was  requested  by  a  medical  student  to 

Sive  my  opinion  upon  some  slight  ulcerations  on  the  one  side  of 
le  uvula,  and  upon  both  tonsil  glands,  which  he  suspected, 
from  their  appearance,  to  be  incipient  venereal  sore  throat. 
Upon  seeing  them  I  wa^  decidedly  of  that  opinion,  and  indeed 
so  were  others  much  accustomed  to  see  practice  of  this  kind. 
How  they  could  arise,  he  was  much  at  a  loss  to  know ;  he  had 
had  a  venereal  complaint  twelve*  months  before ;  but  be  bad  un- 
dergone for  it  a  regular  mercurial  course.  The  afiec^on  at  that 
dme  consisted  alone  in  a  small  chancre ;  which,  as  soon  as  he 
perceived,  he  immeciiatety  commenced  a  regular  course  of  mer« 
cury  ;  and  in  the  course  of  ten  days  it  healed,  but  he  continued 
under  the  influence  of  the  medicine  for  three  weeks  after.  He 
had  never  before  or  since  any  venereal  affection.  He  hesitated 
now  a  sljort  time,  to  commence  another  mercurial  course,  and 
the  diiiease  began  to  extend  itself  rapidly  ;  he  at  length  consent* 
ed  to  its  adoption,  and  soon  perceived  its  good  effects.  He  per- 
■evered  until  the  ulcerations  were  perfectly  healed,  and  has  re- 
mained well  ever  since. 

A  gentleman  is  at  present  under  my  care  who  has  a  venereal 
bubo  in  the  groin  ;  it  has  suppurated,  and  discharges  a  thin  of- 
fensive kind  of  matter.  Has  had  no  affection  of  the  throat ;  but 
when  he  first  applied  to  me,  the  sore  was  extending  itself  rapid- 
ly. He  assures  me  positively,  that  he  never  had  any  sore  upon 
the  penis,  and  never  before  any  venereal  affection,  except  some 
months  ago  a  slight  gonorrhoea.  I  have  placed  him  under  a  re- 
gular mercurial  course,  and  he  is  getting  well  very  fast. 

The  late  Mr  Hunter,  in  his  work  on  venereal  disease,  observes, 
•*  that  the  venereal  poison  may  be  absorbed  without  producing 
local  effects ;  '*  but  he  farther  adds,  "  it  must  be  allowed,  such 
instances  are  vei7  rare  j  and  if  we  were  tp  examine  the  parts  ve- 
ry carefully,  or  inquire  of  the  patients  very  strictly,  probably  a 
small  chancre  might  be  tiiscovercd  to  have  been  the  cause. " 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  the  veracity  of  the  statement  made 
by  the  diflerent  persons  whose  cases  I  havp  just  related.  In  two 
oi  them,  no  local  affection  of  lues  venerea  could  be  traced  ;  yet 
lliey  had  buboes  and  other  venereal  symptoms^  which  arise  fruiu 
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the  absorption  into  the  constitution  of  the  venereal  poison.  Tn 
the  third  case,  the  disease,  it  is  found,  had  existed  twelve  month* 
before;  yet  if  mercury  will  cure  it,  a  just  and  fair  inference  <  lay, 
I  think,  be  drawn,  that  it  was  then  cured,  (without  taking  other- 
wise into  consideration  the  length  of  time  which  the  viru4  must 
have  remained  inert  in  the  system) ;  and  that  this,  as  well  as  the 
other  two  cases,  arose  from  the  absorption  of  the  poison,  with- 
out its  producing  a  local  effect. 
Chipping  Ongarj  Essexy  Nod.  Sthf  1811. 
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Case  in  vohich  the  Beneficial  eflects  of  Fiiction^  as  recommended  by 
Mr  Gkosvenor,  of  Oxford^  were  strongly  exempiySed.  Com- 
municated by  Dr  Duncan,  Senior. 

OF  all  the  new  modes  of  treating  diseases,  which  have  of  late 
obtained  great  celebrity  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  no  one^ 
in  my  opinion,  is  productive  of  more  beneficial  effect,  than  the 
assiduous  application  of  friction,  in  the  manner  introduced  by  Mr 
Grosvenor,  of  Oxford.  Some  years  ago  my  worthy  friend  ^r 
Wall,  of  Oxford,  favoured  me  with  a  particular  account  of  Mr 
Grosvenor^s  manner  of  employing  friction,  which  had  been  suc- 
cessfully employed  in  the  case  of  Dr  Wall's  own  daughter.  Since 
that  I  have  frequently  directed  it,  and,  I  think,  in  many  cases 
with  benefit.  But  of  all  the  cases  of  which  I  have  ever  heard, 
that  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  the  following  letter,  affords- 
the  most  wonderful  and  unexpected  instance  of  recovery  by  means 
of  friction.  As  the  letter  is  written  by  a  lady  of  great  discern- 
ment, and  a  most  affectionate  mother,  I  shall  make  no  apology  for 
requesting  that  you  will  give  it  a  place  in  your  Journal,  in  her 
own  words.  ^ 

To  Dr  Duncan^  senior j  Edinburgh. 
'*  I  doubt,  my  dear  doctor,  you  will  feel  some  surprise  at  now 
receiving  a  letter  from  an  old  acquaintance,  after  such  an  inter- 
val of  silence ;  but  I  must  confess,  that  my  recollection  of  your 
kindness  and  attention  to  nw  family  during  our  residence  in  Edin- 
burgh, is  so  strong,  that  I  cannot  resist  my  diesire  of  renewing 
your  recollection  of  us — more  particularly,  as  I  have  a  most  fa- 
vourable account  to  give  of  your  little  patient  Margaret,  who  got 
the  bad  knee«  after  the  scarlatina  she  had,  when  in  Albany  Street.. 
I  believe  the  last  time  I  wrote  to  you,  was  to  take  your  advice  for 
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her,  in  1807,  from  St  John's  in  Yorkshire^  During  our  staj  in 
that  county,  Margaret  got  infinitely  worse ;  the  knee  swelled  to 
ft  great  size ;  the  lower  part  of  the  limb  became  proportionably 
wasted  ;  her  health  gave  way ;  general  debility,  loss  of  appetite, 
quick  pulse,  morning  perspirations,  and  heightened  complexion, 
seemed  to  portend  the  most  unhappy  terminatipn. 

*'  Mr  Hey,  of  Leeds,  a  surgeon  of  eminence,  visited  her,  and 
seemed  to  think  very  badly  of  the  case.  He  recommended  an  im- 
mediate removal  to  the  se»-shore,  and  to  a  warmer  situation. 
We  removed  to  Parkgate,  in  Cheshire,  in  May  1 808 — and  Marga- 
ret received  considerablebenefit  from  sea  air,  bathing,  and  estercise. 
Her  general  health  seemed  established,  and  we  remained  there 
with  her  till  late  in  the  month  of  October.  That  winter  passed 
tolerably  with  her,  in  Chester ;  but  in  the  spring  she  got  bad 

?rain.     We  brought  her  to  Buxton,  in  March,  and  from  that  to 
arkgate,  in  Jane,  1809;  the  air  and  water  seemed  to  have 
the  saipe  beneficial  effect  on  her  general  health  ;  but  she  was 
not  better  of  her  lameness ;  on  tne  contrary,  the  leg  was  so 
contracted,  so  incapable  of  bearing  any  part  of  the  weight  of  her 
body,  or,  indeed,  of  touching  the  grouna,  that  she  was  obliged  to 
use  a  crutch ;  her  knee  was  frequently  bled  with  leeches,  and  tepid 
water  poured  over  k,  according  to  the  directions  of  Dr  Monro^ 
while  calomel,  hemlock,  lime,  &c.  were  tried  without  any  suc- 
cess.    Still,-  however,  there  was  no  sore;  and  assured  of  the  conse- 
quences which  might  ai^ise  from  the  skin  being  broken^  1  was  par- 
ticularly careful  never  to  let  any  remedy  be  used,  likely  to  pro- 
duce that  efi'ect  j  of  course  there  was  neither  blisters,  caustics,  nor 
issues.  Appearances,  however,  indicated  that  sores  could  not  long 
be  prevented,  the  knee  got  very  much  discoloured,  and poi>ited  iii 
several  places,  underneath  and  among  the  tendons  on  one  side. 
«« Under  these  circumstances  she  was  seen  by  the  elder  Dr  Gun  ie 
of  this  city,  who  mentioned  to  me  Mr  John  Groavenor,  a  surgeon 
of  eminence  in  Oxford,  as  a  person  whom  he  knew  to  have  per- 
formed some  remarkableciires.    I  wrote  to  him  stating  Margaret'* 
situation,  and  though  he  gave  me  littTe,  or  indeed  no  encourage^ 
ment,  (for  he  said  it  was  in  incipient  cases  his  plan  \ias  mosilv 
beneficial),  I  brought  her  to  Oxford,  December  1 809,  After  sta>i 
ing  with  her  a  few  weeks,  and  Mr  Grosvenor's  telling  me  «*  ki 
had  aired  as  bad,     I  took  a  lodging  for  her,  and  left  her  with  i 
confidential  servant  under  Mr  Grosvenor's  care  | 

**  The  result  was,  that  she  escaped  the  usual  spring  attnck,  and 
at  the  end  of  seven  months,  in  July  following,  returned  to  mJ 
walking  without  e.tl.cr  crutch  or  slick,  laying  her  beel  flat  to  tJ 
grounci,  and  w,th  but  little  lameness,  uhichl  constant  persovc3 
aiice  bmce  m  his  mode  of  treatment  has  entireli^  removed      Shol 
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at  Has  Hioiiicnt  perfectly  free  from  lameness,  or  disease  of  any 
kind ;  that  kg  as  large  as  the  other9  and  litde^  or  no  difference 
10  the  %are  of  the  Knee. 

"  Friction,  exercise  on  foot,  and  the  occasional  use  of  calomel, 
were  the  only  remedies  used,  and  are  to  be  continued  till  she  at« 
tains  her  fuD  growth, — she  is  now  in  her  1 3th  year*  I  know,  my 
dear  doctor,  from  my  former  experience,  that  you  will  sympathize 
with  Mr  W.  and  me,  in  the  happy  termination  of  a  disease  which 
I  b^gan  to  consider  as  incurable* 

CAesier^  September  2Uh^  1811. 
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Olfservaiians  on  the  occurrence  of  Small- fox  after  Qm-pox.  By 
Thomas  Charles  Hadek,  Surgeon  to  ^e  Derbyshire  Ge* 
nend  Infirmary. 

Tt  is  somewhat  Ottering  to  our  national  vanityy  that,  in  Great 
^  Britain,  nearly  the  whole  of  those  discoveries  have  had  their 
birth,  to  which  natural  philosophy  and  medicine  owe  their  pre- 
sent reputation  and  advancement ;  and  while  we  glory  in  the 
names  of  Bacon,  of  Newton,  of  PriesUey,  and  of  Harvey,  we 
feel  ourselves  bound  to  express  a  juat  indignation  at  the  male- 
volence of  those,  whose  unfounded  assertions  threw  a  cloud  over 
tlie  latter  days  of  the  last  mentioned  philosopher,  dnd  made  his 
excellent  labours  the  ruin  of  his  own  happiness,  in  place  of  being 
to  him  a  source  of  wealth  and  of  splendid  reputation.  Thus, 
then,  we  can  appreciate  the  severity  of  that  opposition,  which 
must  have  borne  so  hard  upon  the  mild  feelings  and  candid  mo- 
desty of  Harvey ;  and  yet,  too  many  of  us  have  not  hesitated  to 
play  the  same  part  towards  one,  whose  name,  in  future  ages, 
will  be  mentioned  with  the  same  veneration  as  that  of  his  im- 
mortal prototype.  Alike  in  their  motives,  in  their  dispositions, 
and  in  their  characters ;  th^  time  is  not  far  distant,  when  the 
names  of*  Harvey  and  of  Jenner  will  become  inseparable  in  the 
reoiembrance  ofan  admiring  posterity  |  for,  although  the  former 
physiologist  has  more  extensively  contributed  to  the  accuracy 
of  oar  pathological  reasonings,  yet  the  direct  manner  in  which 
l>r  Jenner*s  discovery  bears  upon  the  dearest  interests  of  hums- 

l»2 


52    Mr  Haden's  Oiseroalums  m  Smatt-pox  after  CoW'pot.    Jan  • 

nity,  win  secure  to  his  memory  a  veneration  to  be  felt  by  all 
mankind. 

At  present,  however,  it  is  impossible  not  to  associate  with  the 
recoiled  ion  of  Jenner,  a  feeling  of  shame  at  the  neglect  with 
which  he  has  been  treated  by  his  ungrateful  countrymen.  He 
has,  in  hb  native  land,  been  reviled  by  individuals,  and  thoogfa 
rewarded  by  the  legislature,  their  inadequate  boon  was  embitter- 
ed by  illiberal  opposition ;  whilst,  in  the  country  of  his  heredi* 
tary  enemy,  statues  have  been  raised  to  his  honour,  and  the  most 
ample  respect  paid  to  his  invaluable  services.  But  stUI,  he  has, 
even  here,  the  satisfaction  of  knowing  that  his  merits  are  appre- 
ciated properly  by  every  thinking  and  unpreiudiced  person  ;  andi 
when  he  contemplates  the  changes  which  his  labours  have  pro- 
duced in  almost  every  other  part  of  the  civilized  world,  he  must 
forget,  for  a  moment,  the  outward  mortifications  he  experiences 
at  home,  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  feeling  more  productive  of  hap- 
piness than  the  most  exquisite  gratifications  of  this  sublunary 
world. 

Happily,  it  is  becoming  unnecessary  to  add  to  that  evidence, 
which  has  established  the  efficacy  of  the  cow*pox  inoculation ; 
but  it  b  still  useful  to  extend  our  knowledge  on  the  subject,  un- 
til we  can  with  certainty  determine  the  precise  value  of  its  ef- 
fects upon  the  human  constitution.  The  following  statement, 
therefore,  of  cases  which  occurred  in  the  practice  of  my  friend 
Mr  Cade,  surgeon  of  Spondon,  will  stand  in  need  of  no  apo- 
logy. 

For  slveral  years,  the  village  of  Burrowash  had  remained  firee 
from  small-pox  infection,  in  consequence  of  the  cow-pox  inocu- 
lation having  been  verv  generally  practised  ;  when  Anne  Wood, 
10  years  old,  who  haj  had  the  cow-pox  8  years  before,  came 
from  Birmingham  on  November  7th  IdlO. 

This  child  sickened  on  November  8th,  continued  feverish  (br{ 
about  three  days,  and  then  broke  out  with  the  small-pox.     Th< 
pustules  were  small,  but  they  came  to  a  head,  and  hefpxi  to  d< 
dine  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  eruption. 

Eight  days  afterwards,  Sarah  Wood,  aged  16  years,  an 
Charles  Wood,  aged  19,  sickened  in  the  same  way,  and  had 

Eerfectiy  similar  complaint,  whilst  Robert  Wood,  aged  24,  wf 
ad  formerly  had  the  sraall-pox,  and  Mary  Wood,  Med  8,  wl 
had  had  the  cow-pox  4  years  before,  remained  free  from  infeCj 
tion. 

On  November  24th,  Maria  Wright,  aged  2,  who  had  beei 
nursed  by  one  of  Wood's  children,  and  had  never  had  the  cowl 
pox,  took  the  small-pox  severely,  and  died  on  December  4tJt 
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-winch  was  die  elereBth  day  after  the  appearance  of  the  erup- 
tion* 

In  consequence  of  these  unusual  appearances,  alarm  was  taken, 
and  on  December  2d»  six  other  children  were  imxsulated  for  the 
cow-pox,  two  of  them  with  matter  from  the  Vaccine  Institution 
ip  LondoUii  and  the  remaining  four  with  matter  taken  at  Derby. 
The  names  of  these  children  were,  Henry  Wright,  aged  four 
months,  Thomas  Chambers,  aged  6  years,  William  Chambers, 
aged  2,  Jane  Chambers,  aged  4,  Wuliam  Wright,  aged  3,  and 
James  Twig^,  aged  6. 

In  all,  a  nealihy  vesicle  was  produced^  On  December  8th, 
which  was  the  seventh  day  after  inoculation,  they  all  continued 
free  from  fever,  except  I^nry  Wright,  who  broKe  out  with  the 
small-pox.  He  had  much  fever,  the  pustules  were  very  numer* 
oua,  and  were  of  a  fine  sort.  The  vaccine  pustule  on  his  arm 
was  suspended  in  its  progress,  continued  crvstailine,  and  only 
changed  after  December  15th,  when  the  smrJi-pox  pustules  be- 
gan to  turn.  After  tliis  period,  the  vaccine  vesicle  went  through 
Its  r^ular  stages  of  inflammation,  purulency,  and  scabbing : 
the  scab  had  a  dark  mahogany  colour.  * 

The  remaining  five  went  regularly  on  with  the  cow-pox,  had 
a  small  degree  of  fever  about  the  8th  day,  and  on  the  i2th, 
(December  IStli),  the  scabs  had  become  dark«coloured,  when 
Thomas  Chambers  broke  out  with  the  small-pox.  On  the  ISth 
day,  (December  Hth),  the  other  four  were  also  affected  in  the 
same  way.  In  all  five,  the  disease  was  mild,  and  the  pustulef 
began  to  decline  on  the  4th  day  after  the  eruption.  William 
Wright,  however,  had  more  eruptive  fever  than  the  others,  and 
the  pocks  were  larger. 

In  addition  to  uese,  Catherine  Chambers,  aged  8  years,  who 
had  had  the  cow-pox  6  or  7  years  before,  and  who  had  two  per- 
fect cicatrices  on  her  arm,  broke  out  with  the  small-pox  on  De- 
cember 1 1th.  She  had  few  pustules  on  her  arms  and  face,  but 
many  on  her  body. — They  were  small  in  size,  and  began  also  to 
dechne  on  the  fourth  day. 

Tliere  were  many  other  children  in  the  neighbourhood,  who 
had  had  the  small-pox,  or  cow-pox ;  but  all  these  continual  free 
from  the  small-pox. 

It  seems  scarcely  possible  for  cases  to  be  more  complete  and 
satisiactory  than  these.  The  eruption  was  the  same  in  all  |  as 
well  in  those  children  in  whom  the  cow-pox  run  through  its  or- 
dinary course,  as  those  in  whom  it  terminated  so  much  earlier 


*  After  the  taming  of  the  small-pox,  this  diild  had  fever  for  two  or  three  dayt 
«— Wm  this  the  constitutioDaJ  effect  produced  by  the  cow-pox  ? 
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than  is  customary.  It  is  extraordinary  that  so  many  cases  should 
have  occurred  at  the  same  time ;  because,  akhough  all  the  child- 
ren who  took  the  small-pox  after  the  cow-pox,  had  been  inocu- 
lated for  the  cow-pox,  either  by  Mr  Cade  or  myself,  yet,  this 
had  been  done  at  distant  periods,  and  with  di£Perent  matter. 
The  cases,  therefore,  become  exceedingly  interesting,  inasmuch 
as  they  seem  to  prove, 

1st,  That  the  cow-por  is  capable,  not  only  of  destroying,  in 
most  cases,  the  predisposition  in  the  human  constitution,  to  be 
affected  with  small- pox,  but,  also,  in  others,  to  modify  the  ap- 
pearances of  small- pox,  to  shorten  its  duration,  and  almost  to 
change  it  into  a  new  disease. 

2d,  That,  although  this  modification  of  smallpox  is  mild  in 
itself,  yet  it  is  capable  of  producing,  in  others  predisposed  to  the 
disease,  a  small- pox  similar  to  the  common  kind  in  its  symp- 
toms, its  duration,  and  in  its  terminations. — Hence  they  are  one 
and  the  same  disease. 

Sd,  That  the  modified  small-pox  is  subject  in  its  duration  to 
a  law,  as  certain  as  that  which  regulates  the  termination  of  com- 
mon small-pox. 

There  are  many  other  curious  reflections  which  will  naturally 
arise  from  the  consideration  of  these  cases.  It  would  be  of  con- 
sequence to  know,  whether  the  modified  small-pox  is  an  invari- 
ably mild  disease,  or  whether,  occasionally,  it  may  not  assume 
a  more  formidable  aspect.  In  these  cases,  it  was  exceedingly 
mild,  but  still  the  degree  of  eruptive  fever  varied  in  most  of  them ; 
and  in  one  it  was  comparatively  violent,  attended  with  eruptions 
of  a  larger  size. 

It  was  my  intention  to  have  concluded  this  letter  with  some 
valuable  extracts  relative  to  the  small- pox  and  cow-pox,  from 
Humboldt's  Statistical  Account  of  New  Spain ;  but  1  find  tliey 
have  already  been  published  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal, 
Vol.  6lh,  p.  323,  et  infra.  I  shall  only,  therefoi^,  remark,  that 
they  seem  to  me  to  be  of  very  considerable  importance,  especi- 
ally, that  ob)^ervation  respecting  the  smallpox,  the  black  vomit, 
and  other  fatal  disorders  of  those  climates,  that  thry  only  be- 
come epidemic  at  distant  and  sUted  periods.  Indetd  the  whole 
of  M.  Humboldt's  publication  is  well  worth  an  attentive  consi- 
deration. 

Derbtj^  June  S</,  1811. 
P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above,  some  months  ago,  I  have  re- 
ceived the  following  letter,  from  my  friend  Mr/Viranger,  surgeon 
of  Burton,  with  a  permission  thai  it  may  be  publitlied  in  the 
liiiinburgli  Journal,  if  you  think  proper. 
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Dear  Sir,  Burton-upofi-Trent^  Aupisi^Btk^  1811. 

I  now  send  you  the  promised  account  of  four  cases  of  vario* 
loos  eraptions,  subsequent  to  perfect  vaccination,  which  occur* 
red  in  this  neighbourhood,  about  two  years  back,  under  my  ob- 
servation. I  stated  fully  the  particulars  of  these  cases,  on  the 
instant,  to  the  Royal  Jennerian  Society.  The  following  are  the 
only  memoranda  I  have  kept. 

Ann  Buckley  of  Medway,  8  years  old,  vaccinated  by  Mr 
Whatdey  about  five  years  ago,  has  just  had  the  small-pox  mildly, 
llie  eruptions  were  smaller  than  common,  and  very  soon  came 
tea  head. 

WilHam  Budcley,  6  years  old,  was  vaccinated  with  his  sister; 
attacked  with  sickness  and  fever,  after  Ann  Buckley  \  on  the 
third  day  broke  out  of  the  small-pox. 

Thomas  Cole,  of  Medway,  vaccinated  three  years  ago,  by 
Mr  Whatdey,  when  Buckley's  children  were  ill,  became  sick 
and  feverish.  On  the  third  day  a  few  small  eruptions  took  place, 
which  disappeared  in  three  days. 

William  Cole,  8  years  old,  vaccinated  with  the  same  matter 
as  bis  brother,  has  had  the  small- pox  mildly. 

Mr  Cole's  diildren  received  the  infection  from  a  younger  child^ 
vliich  died  of  inoculated  small-pox,  in  the  house. 

I  should  mention,  that  when  the  above  named  children  broke 
oat  of  the  small- pox,  the  disease  prevailed  epidemically  in  several 
Tillages  in  the  vicinity  of  Burton,  particularly  at  Winshill,  Med- 
way on  Newhidl,  where  the  population  is  considerable  on  account" 
of  the  coalery.  In  the  greater  number  of  instances,  the  disease 
proved  fktaL  It  was  no  uncommon  thing  for  two  or  three  child- 
ren in  one  family  to  die  of  the  small-pox.  An  opportunity  of 
putting  the  practice  of  vaccination  to  a  more  severe  test,  could  not 
possibly  occur.  By  very  little  exertion  on  my  part,  the  distrust 
which  many  of  the  laborious  poor  entertained  J^out  the  security 
afforded  by  the  cow-pox,  gave  way ;  an  entire  stop  was  put  to 
small-pox  inoculation  ;  ana  every  individual  encompassed  by  the 
epidemic  (without  an  exception  of  consequence)  susceptible  of 
variolous  infection,  underwent  the  process  of  vacci^^ation.  The 
melancholy  fatality  of  the  epidemic  was  thus  arrested. 

At  this  period  of  the  day,  additional  evidence  in  favour  of 
Taccinatiou  is  not  needed ;  1  shall  only  say,  that  if,  among  the 
numbers  vaccinated  on  this  occasion,  an  instance  occurred  of  the 
small-pox  virus  taking  effect  after  vaccination,  I  am  ignorant 
of  it. 

It  cannot,  I  think,  be  doubted,  notwithstanding  the  imper- 
f^on  of  these  memoranda,  that  the  cases  were  examples  ol  the 
<KiOfraJy  of  small-pox  supervening  on  the  cow*pox.     It  is  a  ma- 
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terial  circumstance,  in  my  mind,  that  the  late  Mr  Whatdqr  vac* 
cinat«l  the  chilciren  ;  as,  on  account  of  the  opposition  he  met 
with  in  introducing  the  cow-pox  in  this  neighbourhood,  he  was 
▼er}'  particular  in  satisfying  himself  whether  every  indiyidoal  he 
Vaccinated  had  the  cow  pox  regularly. 

The  aiurse  of  the  sroali-pox,  too,  I  well  recollect,  was  modi- 
fied, as  is  usual  in  these  anomalous  cases.  The  decisive  circum- 
stances^, however,  are  the  scarn  on  the  arm,  and  neighbours* 
children,  who  were  vaccinated  with  the  same  matter,  being  ex- 
iempt  front  the  small-pox,  under  the  fresh  exposure  to  its  infec- 
tion.— I  remain,  &c. 

Benjamin  Granger. 

Mr  Charles  J.  Haden^  Derby. 


xui. 

Case  of  Hepatitis  terminating  in  Sphacelus*  G)mmunicated  by 
W.  C.  burgeon  in  the  Navy,  and  Member  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Surgeons,  London. 

Tf  the  following  heads  of  a  case  will  be  acceptable,  as  a  further 
-^  confirmation  of  tbc'  frequency  of  the  termination  of  hepatitis 
in  {Sphacelus,  in  warm  climates — as  one  of  several  instances  with- 
in my  knowledge,  and  a^  a  concurrf  nt  opinion  with  those  ob- 
servations mentioned  by  Dr  Chisholm — your  reception  of  it  in 
your  Journal,  that  it  may  probably  meet  with  his  perusal,  will 
oe  deemed  a  marU  of  your  wishes  to  diffuse  medical  facts. 

John  Bryan,  SBtat.  SO,  of  a  short  and  muscular  stature,  much 
addicted  to  drinking,  complained  of  all  the  symptoms  of  acute  he- 
patitis, pain  in  the  right  hypochondrium,  increase  of  heat,  pain- 
ful rcbpiratioi^  &c. ;  urine  scanty  and  of  a  bilious  tinge,  and 
bowels  irrtgulnr.  Treated  by  venesection,  tlie  system  of  deplo 
lion,  and  hlisten*^,  which  relieved  the  existing  urgent  symptoms, 
after  which  gu  eral  pair  s  ii/  the  epig»btrium,  enlargement  in  the 
right  hypochondriac  region,  pain  and  tenderness  on  pressure, 
exti'hiiing  through  the  tnorax  and  scapula,  irritability  of  stomach, 
disordered  functions  of  the  intestinal  canal,  dyspiioea  and  fever 
•C01  tiriUid  to  harass  him,  though  every  physical  remedy  was  in 
vain  tried  to  relieve  him  for  two  months.  When  oncleanng  ship 
for  action^  after  removing  him  below,  he  speedily  was  attacked  with 
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laborioas  and  painful  respiration,  spasms  cold  rigors^  and  dam- 
my  sweats*  which  terminated  in  death. 

On  proceeding  to  examine  the  bodv>  the  abdomen  appeared 
considerably  distended.  After  dissecting  back  the  common  inte- 
guments, and  laying  back  the  flaps  of  the  parietes,  in  doing  which 
the  fistor  was  almost  insupportable,  a  quantity  of  dark  coloured 
serous  fluid,  mixed  with  pus,  issued  out.  The  liver,  was  a  mass 
of  thick  grumous  pus,  with  sphacelated  portions ;  the  parenche* 
matous  substance  dissolved,  and  the  principal  parts  of  the  large 
vessels  only  just  decernible ;  the  right  and  convex  lobe  one  bag 
of  pus,  which  had  pushed  up  the  diaphragm  into  the  right  cavi« 
ty  of  the  thorax,  producing  disease  in  that  muscle,  and  imped- 
ing the  action  of  the  lung.  The  abdominal  viscera  exhibited 
marks  of  recent  inflammation,  with  effusion,  adhesion  of  the  o- 
mentum  and  peritonaeum  to  the  whole  viscera  of  the  abdomen. 

Cavity  of  ttie  chest  healthy,  with  the  exception  of  adhesions 
of  the  right  lung  to  the  diaphragm  and  pleura  costalis. 

utSea^  October  ISiU 
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Observations  on  InflamTtuUion. 

A  s  there  are  few  morbid  conditions  of  the  human  body,  of 
"^  which  inflammation  does  not,  at  one  period  or  another, 
constitute  either  an  essential  or  a  subordinate  part,  it  becomes  in- 
dispensably necessary  for  every  medical  practitioner  to  be  able  to 
form  clear  and  definite  ideas  respecting  its  nature.  Any  inves- 
tigation, therefore,  which  aims  at  the  attainment  of  this  object^ 
must,  i  presume,  be  in  some  degree  useful,  however  imperfectly 
it  may  be  prosecuted ;  and  it  is  principally  on  this, account  that 
I  feel  confidence  in  offering  the  following  observations  to  the  no- 
tice of  your  readers. 

InflamKation  has  always  been  regarded  as  a  first  principle  in 
pathology,  without  an  accurate  conception  of  which,  it  is  scarce* 
ly  possible  to  proceed  a  single  step  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 
It  may  therefore  appear  at  nrst  sight  surprising,  that  any  dis- 
cordance of  opinion  should  exist  with  respect  to  it ;  and  it  may 
even  tend  to  place  medical  science  itself  in  no  very  respectable 
point  of  viewj  when  its  fundamental  doctrines  arc  not  exempt- 
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ed  from  receiving  whatever  interpretation  the  ingenuity  of  its 
votaries  may  think  fit  to  impose.  If,  however,  we  reflect  on 
the  complex  and  intricate  operations  of  animal  life,  the  impos- 
sibility of  explaining  many  of  its  principal  phenomena,  and  the 
boundless  latitude  thence  afforded  to  conjecture  and  hypothesis, 
we  ought  perhaps  to  consider  it  unreasonable  to  expect  unani- 
mity of  seiltiment  on  any  subject,  where  such  a  variety  of  con« 
tradictor}'  materials  are  associated  together. 

In  the  production  of  the  more  obvious  phenomena  of  inflam- 
nation,  the  sanguiferous  system  seems,  as  far  as  we  are  able  to 
judge,  to  be  chiefly,  if  not  solely  concerned  ;  and  therefore,  to 
ascertain  the  precise  condition  of  the  vessels  on  which  these 
phenomena  depend,  necessarily  forms  an  object  of  primary  im- 
portance. 

On  this  subject,  two  opinions  have  for  some  time  prevailed, 
so  irreconcileably  opposed  to  each  other,  that  to  believe  the  one 
correct,  is  to  consider  the  other  wholly  erroneous ;  and  conse- 
quently, as  our  practice  in  inflammation  must  be  regulated  en- 
tirely by  the  opinion  which  we  adopt,  our  decision  ought  to  be 
the  result  of  an  attentive  investigation  of  all  the  circumstances 
connected  with  it. 

It  would  certainly  have  better  promoted  the  search  after  the 
information  I  am  anxious  to  obtain,  could  I  have  entered  on  the 
discussion,  in  which  I  am  about  to  engage,  with  a  mind  divested 
completely  of  any  prepossession  in  favour  of  a  particular  doc- 
trine. But  this  is  not  at  all  times  in  one's  power,  nor  shall  I,  in 
the  present  instance,  attempt  it.  A  careful  consideration  of  all 
the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  as  well  as  of  the  modus  operandi 
of  remedies,  not  perhaps  altogether  uninfluenced  by  those  views 
which  arc  the  result  of  education,  have  served  to  impress  my 
mind  with  a  belief  in  the  superiority  of  what  may  be  termed  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  In  Venturing  on  the  field  of  argu- 
ment, therefore,  I  am  under  the  necessity  of  appearing  as  an 
avowed  partisan,  with  all  the  prejudices  and  partiality  which  na- 
turally belong  to  that  character.  I  have  not  the  presumption  to 
expect,  that  the  cause  of  which  I  am  a  very  unworthy,  and  a 
very  incompetent  defender,  is  likely  to  be  indebted  to  my  eflbrts 
for  any  powerful  support,  as  I  lay  claim  to  very  little  originality, 
either  in  point  of  reasoning  or  information  j  nor  indeed  does  it 
stand  greatly  in  need  of  either.  My  chief  objects  are  to  endea- 
vour to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  objections  urged  against  the 
commonly  received  doctrine  of  inflammation ;  and  to  analyse, 
and,  if  possible,  refute,  in  a  detailed  and  connected  manner,  the 
principal  arguments  adduced  in  favour  of  the  hypothesis  by 
^^rliijcL  it  has  been  attempted  to  support  it     I  have  been  induced 


1619.  Obseroatians  on  Injlammaium.  69 

to  make  this  attempt,  because,  so  far  from  any  systematic  opposi* 
lion  to  the  new  doctrine  having,  to  the  best  of  my  knowiedf^ 
been  yet  published,  an  implied,  or  rather  a  direct  sanction,  has 
been  bestowed  upon  it,  in  the  Fifth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal.  When  an  opinion,  which  is  com- 
pletely at  variance  with  the  one  most  generally  received,  thus 
meets  with  even  the  partial  support  of  those  who  are  the  reputed 
umpires  in  medical  disputation,  it  can  no  longer  be  treated  with 
indifierence ;  and  it  consequently  becomes  an  object  of  some  in- 
terest to  ascertain  its  claimb  to  preeminence,  and  to  determine  at 
once  which  of  the  two  merits  the  preference.  If  these  ob^erva* 
lions,  therefore,  shall  have -no  bettor  effect,  they  will,  I  trust,  be 
the  means  of  inducing  some  one  to  come  forward,  and,  by  sub* 
vertin<;  my  statements,  establish  the  opposite  theory  on  a  Armer 
basis  than  that  on  which  it  appears  to  me  to  be  constructed. 

The  florid  appearance  which  an  inflamed  surface  exhibits,  at 
once  denotes  the  presence  of  a  more  than  usual  quantity  of  blood 
in  the  part;  and  the  inference  which  immediately  sugget»ts  itself 
is,  that  the  other  phenomena  which  occur,  are  either  dependent 
on,  or  in  some  way  or  other  intimately  connected  with,  this  ad- 
ditional quantity.  Before  we  can  attempt  to  discover  by  what 
means  this  preternatural  accumulation  has  taken  place ;  in  what 
the  actual  condition  of  the  parts,  to  which  it  has  given  rise,  con- 
sists ;  or  in  what  manner  the  deviation  from  the  healthy  stale  is 
to  be  removed;  our  views  must  be  directed  to  the  whole  vascular 
system,  and  more  especially  to  the  consideration  of  those  powersi 
which  influence  materially  the  motion  of  the  blood.  In  tracing 
tlieir  operation,  they  must  be  regarded  as  affecting  not  only  the 
circulation  of  the  part  itself,  but  also  that  of  the  whole  system. 
It  is  not,  however,  requisite  for  my  present  purpose  to  treat  of 
the  various  agents  which  Ure  capable  of  acting  either  generally 
or  locally,  or  in  what  manner  they  produce  their  effects  $  but, 
assuming  these  as  understood,  my  intention  is  to  examine  the 
subject  with  an  immediate  reference  to  the  actual  condition  of 
tiie  vessels. 

The  testimony  which  we  possess  of  the  opinions  entertained 
b^  the  ancients  on  this  subject,  tends  to  show  clearly,  ihut  they 
considered  inflammation  as  a  state  of  increased  vigour  and  ac- 
tivity of  the  vessels.  This  forms  so  prominent  a  feature  in  all 
their  writings,  where  the  subject  is  either  directly  or  remotely 
treated  of,  that  no  elaborate  quotations  arc  nece^sary  for  its  con- 
firmation. The  same  doctrine  continued  to  prevail  almost  uni- 
v^ersaJly,  down  to  a  period  that  may  be  deemeii,  speaking  co.apa- 
ratively,  of  very  modern  date ;  for  although  it  had,  in  ;i  tV>v  in- 
stances, been  opposed  by  those  who  maiutuincd  tliat  iuflaniuiatioa 
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depended  on  diminished  action  or  debility  of  die  vessels,  the  latter 
opinion  exercised  a  very  limited  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
medical  profession  in  general.  In  the  year  1765,  (as  appears 
from  the  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Sur- 

a'cfd  Journal),  Vacca  Berlinghieri,  professor  at  Pisa,  publislied  a 
leory  of  inflammation  to  this  efiect,  in  the  form  of  mathematical 
propositions,  demonstrations,  lemmas,  corollaries,  and  scholiums. 

but  he  as&umes  as  inflammation  what  cannot  be  considered  as 
constituting  that  state;  and  even  allowing  that  his  views  are  cor- 
rect, they  apply  merely  to  the  state  of  the  blood,  without  having 
any  reference  to  that  of  the  vessels  $  and  consequently,  they  do 
not  bear  upon  the  point  at  issue. 

About  the  year  1790,  the  doctrine  of  diminished  action  began 
to  assume  a  more  formidable  aspect,  in  consequence  of  two  inge- 
nious dissertations  on  the  subject,  written  by  Dr  Lubbock  and 
Mr  Allen,  surgeon,  and  read  before  the  Royal  Medical  Society  of 
Edinburgh,  but  never  published.  Since  tliat  time  it  met  with 
some  feeble  support  from  a  few  authors  of  respectability.  The 
late  Mr  Latta  is  the  only  surgical  writer,  as  far  as  I  know,  who 
has  adopted  the  hypothesis ;  but  as  the  method  of  ueatment  re* 
commended  by  him  in  inflammation,  is  in  direct  violation  of  the 
very  principles  of  the  hvpothesis,  *  his  authority  on  this  point 
is  not  entitled  to  the  smallest  notice.  With  the  exception  of  Dr 
Fowler,  who  wrote  an  inaugural  dissertation  in  its  favour  in  1793, 
the  theory  gained  scarce  any  proselytes,  and  certainly  no  defend- 
ers of  any  note,  from  the  period  of  Mr  Latta's  publication  until 
the  year  1804,  when  Dr  Wilson  of  Worcester  published  a  trea- 
tise on  Febrile  Diseases,  in  which  he  endeavoured  to  demonstrate, 
by  experiment,  the  truth  of  this  opinion,  and  to  overturn  the 
doctrine  of  increased  action.  Some  time  afterwards,  f  the  same 
author  published  an  essay  on  the  Nature  of  Fever,  in  which  he 
adhered  to  the  same  opinion,  and  attempted  to  prove  the  identity 
or  the  analogy  of  fever  and  inflammation.  He  has  still  farther 
pressed  the  publicity  of  these  views  through  the  medium  of  the 
Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  in  which  he  has  re- 
stated at  length  some  of  his  experiments;  and  from  the  result, an^ 
the  reasoning  founded  on  them,  he  has  deduced  the  legitimacy  of 
the  doctrine  of  diminished  action.  As  Iiis  statements  X  embrace, 
1  believe,  the  sum  and  substance  of  what  has  been  said  by  those 
who  have  preceded  him,  I  have  selected  what  he  has  said  on  the 


•   Vide  LfttU's  Surgery,  vol.  I.  p.  99. 

f  I  am  perhaps  not  altogether  cirrect  witJi  regard  to  the  order  and  lime  of  tfaes* 
pul^lications ;  but  tliat  is  a  matter  of  iio  coniequence. 

f  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Journal,  No.  XV. ' 
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subject,  as  affording  the  most  complete  and  recent  account  that 
has  been  given  of  Uie  proofs  and  reasoning  on  that  side  of  the 
question.  I  am  very  tar  from  entertaining  any  idea  that  Dr 
Wilson  will  deem  tnese  observations  likely  to  invalidate  any  of 
the  opinions  which  he  supports.  I  take  the  liberty,  however,  of 
expressing  a  wish  that,  if  ever  he  shall  favour  them  with  a  per^ 
usal,  he  may  not  consider  them  as  an  attack  made  purposely  on 
him  ;  I  disclaim  any  such  intention.  The  attack,  if  it  shall  be 
dignified  with  that  appellation,  has  been  directed  against  the  hy« 
pothesis,  *  through  the  person  who  has  appeared  as  its  most  os« 
tensible  champion.  The  identifying  Dr  Wilson,  therefore,  with 
the  hypothesis,  and  the  frequent  mention  of  his  name,  to  which 
I  shall  be  obliged  to  have  recourse,  are  done  for  the  sake  of 
brevity  and  perspicuity.  This  avowal  he  will  have  the  less  dif- 
ficulty in  crediting,  from  the  total  absence  of  any  motive  of  a 
pergonal  nature  on  my  part,  to  impugn  his  opinions ;  the  respect 
which  his  character  as  an  author  demands  from  me ;  and  also 
firom  the  circumstance,  that  the  opinion  which  he  supports,  no 
more  originated  with  him,  than  does  the  one  which  I  have  ven- 
tured to  defend,  own  mc  for  its  autlior. 

For  the  purpose  of  arriving  more  easily  at  tlie  conclusions  to 
wbich  his  experiments  lead,  Dr  Wilson  commences  his'  observa- 
tions on  the  nature  of  inflammation,  by  opposing  the  doctrine 
so  long  maint^dned  by  the  Boerhaavian  school,  and  by  many  still 
not  entirely  exploded,  that  obstruction  of  the  minute  vessels  1% 
capable  of  producing  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  *'  Admit- 
ting, "  he  says,  •*  mat  the  vessels  of  any  part  are  obstructed,  it 
does  not  follow  that  an  accumulation  of  blood  will  take  place  in 
it  5  the  blood  may  pass  off  by  anastomosing  branches,  or  the  ves- 
sels may  resist  the  distending  force. '  f  It  must  be  admitted,  that 
it  does  not  follow  necessarily  in  every  case,  for  the  reasons  men- 
tioned by  Dr  W. ;  but  these  very  reasons  allow,  by  the  terms  in 
which  they  are  expressed,  that  the  blood  may  not  pass  off  by  these 
branches,  and  the  vessels  may  not  resist  the  distending  force. 
The  latter  supposition,  respecting  the  resistance  of  the  vessels,  in- 
volves a  position  which,  although  Dr  W.  takes  it  for  granted,  has 
not  yet  been  explained,  and  falls  to  be  discussed  witli  more  propriety 
hereafter.  From  thedoctor's  own  reasoning,  therefore,  the  impossi- 
bility of  inflammation  beingproduced  by  obstruction,  does  not  seem 
tobe established.  Heenforceshis  objections  by  thefoIIowingexperi« 

*  I  hare  used  the  words  doctrine,  theory,  and  hypothesis  indiscriminately;  al- 
though, of  course,  essentially  different  in  signification,  they  may  be  employed  hete 
without  creating  any  ambiguity,  and  wiU  tend  to  save  repetition, 

\  Vid«  £dJii«  Med.  and  Surg*  Journal,  No.  xy.  g.  291. 
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ment :  "  I  pas<»ed  a  hot  wire  through  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot, 
by  which  the  skin  about  the  hole  ww^  shrivelled,  and  the  vessels 
obstructed,  no  fluid  of  any  kind  being  discharged.     Here  an  ob- 
struction was  produced,  surely  more  than  equal  to  what  can  be 
supposed  to  take  place  in  many  inflammations  of  small  extent,  yet 
no  symptom  of  inflammation  followed,  every  part  of  the  web  ap- 
pearing as  pale  as  before  the  experiment. "     It  may  be  remarked, 
that  the  part  on  which  this  experiment  was  performed,  possessed 
▼ery  little  sensibility,  and  that  the  powerful  stimulus  applied, 
was  calculated  to  extinguish  that  small  portion,  both  in  and  near 
the  part,  or  at  least  to  diminish  it  to  such  an  extent,  that  so  far 
from  any  effect  being  instantly  produced,  analogous  to  an  in- 
flammation of  small  extent^  the  consequences  of  the  application 
would  not  be  observable  for  some  considerable  time.     The  ani- 
mal was  a  cold-blooded  one,  and  perhaps  its  sentient  powers  were 
not  the  most  acute.     The  web  of  the  foot  in  all  animals  is  im- 
perfectly organized,  consisting  of  a  species  of  condensed  cellular 
membrane,  endowed  with  very  litde  sensibility,  at  least  in  the 
first  instance,  and  therefore  it  was  scarcely  adapted  to  exhibit  the 
delicate  process  which  he  wished  to  observe.    Whether  inflamma- 
tion would  have  taken  place,  had  sufficient  time  been  allowed  to 
elapse,  remains  to  be  seen,  as  Dr  W.  does  not  appear  to  have 
continued  his  observations  much  beyond  the  time  occupied  in 
passing  the  wire.     Supposing,  however,  that  the  part  was  in 
every  respect  suitable,  Dr  W.  must  either  admit  that  he  did  not 
wait  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time,  or  he  must  be  prepared  to 
prove,  that  thestimulus  of  a  hot  iron  cannot  produce  inflammation 
of  a  part  of  the  body  possessing  sensibility.     Dr  W.  is  not  to  be 
told,  that  the  application  of  the  most  powerful  stimuli  to  the  less 
acutely  sensible  parts,  as  the  bones,  ligaments,  tendons,  &c.  does 
hot  for  a  time  produce  inflammation;  yet  because  they  are  not  im- 
mediately excitable,  would  any  one  conclude  that  they  shall  not 
become  the  seat  of  inflammation  of  the  most  violent  description  I 
Nay,  it  is  extremely  doubtful,  whether,  in  the  short  time  allotted 
for  the  performance  of  the  experiment,  it  would  be  possible  to 
trace  the  size,  progress  and  establishmentof  inflammatory  action 
in  any  part  of  the  body  where  the  texture  of  the  part  had  been,  as 
it  was  on  this  occasion,  completely  destroyed.     It  may  be  ob- 
served, in  this  place,  though  perhaps  somewhat  prematurely, 
that  it  is  incumbent  on  Dr  W.  to  show  why,  in  this  case,  inflam- 
mation did  not  take  place,  according  to  the  principles  of  his  o\vn 
hypothesis;  for  here  the  destruction  of  the  tone  and  structure  of 
the  vessels  was  in  a  great  measure  accomplished  by  the  intensity 
of  the  stimulus.     That  the  obstruction  of  a  few  minute  vessels  is 
generally  inadequate  to  the  production  of  inflammation^  no  per- 


1812.  Observations-  on  Inflammation.  OS 

fK>Ti,  I  believe,  at  the  present  day,  will  be  disposed  to  deny ;  but 
tbst  a  sufficient  degree  of  this  power  may  effect  the  purpose,  Dr 
W.  inu$)t,  I  apprehend,  find  some  difficulty  in  disproving,  llie 
effect  of  pressure,  the  consequence  of  applying  a  h'gature  to  a 
part,  the  application  of  cold,  and  many  other  phenomena,  must 
be  satisfactorily  explained  upon  different  principles,  before  this 
position  can  be  rendered  incontrovertible.  -Besides,  it  will  ap* 
pear  afterwards,  from  certain  admissions  of  Dr  W.,  in  the 
course  of  his  reasoning,  that  obstruction  not  only  may,  but  ao- 
tually  does,  sometimes  produce  inflammation.  The  preceding 
experiment  is,  therefore,  incomplete  in  itself,  and  inconclusive 
on  the  particular  point  intended  to  be  illustrated. 

Dr  W.  then  says,  that  **  ihe  opinion  that  inflammation  arises 
from  an  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  part  seems  to  have 
been  an  inference  from  the  increased  temperature  of  an  inflamed 
part;"  and  in  proof  of  this,  he  cites  the  following  passage  froia 
Boerhaave :  "  A  renixu,  pulsu,  compactu,  vasorumque  adhuc 
meabilium  ansustatione  a  tumore  obstructorum,  attritus  fit  ingena 
partium  liquidi  inter  se,  in  solidum,  solid!  in  illas,  inde  calor  et 
cestus/'  Aph.  Boerhaav.  382.  That  the  idea  of  increased  action 
mav  have  originated  in  the  increased  temperature  of  a  part,  is 
undoubtedly  as  probable  as  any  other  supposition ;  but  that  it 
should  have  done  so,  because  Boerhaave  may  have  been  of  that 
opinion,  is  not  quite  so  obvious.  The  doctrine  of  increased  ac- 
tion, or  what  was  (though  perhaps  not  expressed  in  the  same 
terms)  equivalent  to  it,  had  been  tiie  doctrine  of  the  schools,  and 
of  almost  all  medical  writers,  long  prior  to  the  period  in  which 
Boerhaave  flourished.  Moreover,  it  is  perfectly  evident  that,  in 
the  sentence  quoted  by  Dr  W.,  Boerhaave,  from  whom  the  doc- 
trine of  lentor  of  the  fluids  either  took  its  origin,  or  met  with  its 
chief  support,  endeavours  to  explain  the  phenomena  according  to 
his  own  theory,  to  which  he  makes  them  always  subservient,  and 
expressly  says,  as  must  appear  from  the  sentence  iuelf,  that  the 
heat  is  the  immediate  consequence  of  the  friction  of  the  fluids 
and  solids  on  each  other,  not  the  cause  of  the  increased  action  of 
the  vessels. 

Dr  W.,  in  the  next  paragraph,  observes  {  "  But  the  velocity  of 
the  blood  cannot,  it  is  evident,  be  partially  increased,  except  by 
an  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  the  part.  *'  He  then  quotc>s 
the  opinion  of  Cullen,  that  "  the  phenomena  of  inflammation  all 
concur  in  showinj^  that  there  is  an  increased  impetus  of' the  blood  m 
the  part  affected;  and  as,  at  tlie  same  time,  the  action  of  the  heart 
is  not  always  evidently  increased,  there  is  reason  to  presume, 
tlmt  the  increased  impetus  of  the  blood  on  the  particular  part,  is 
owin|{  especially  to  llic  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  thafr 
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part  itself.  **  He  then  goes  on  to  state  the  opinion  of  Mr  Moore, 
who  says,  that,  besides  the  greater  energy  of  the  vessels,  **  the 
blood  is  observed  to  circulate  with  far  greater  velocity  through  an  in* 
Jlamedy  than  through  an  uninflamed part :**  and,  immediately  after, 
the  Doctor  expresses  his  surprise  **  that  physicians  should  have 
so  decidedly  formed  their  opinion  respecting  the  state  of  the 
circulation  in  an  inflamed  part,  when  it  is  certain  that  none  had 
been  at  the  trouble  to  examine  it.**  From  the  passages,  however, 
which  he  has  quoted  from  these  authors,  he  seems  scarcely  war- 
ranted to  make  this  last  assertion.  Mr  Moore  is  at  least  entitied 
to  have  it  believed  that  he,  or  some  other  person,  had  seen  what 
he  describes,  when  he  says  that  **  the  blood  is  observed  to  circu- 
late," &c.  Dr  CuIIen  deduced  his  opinion  from  a  consideration 
of  all  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  Whether  he  considered 
increased  impetus  and  increased  velocity  as  synonymous,  I  shall  not 
pretend  to  determine ;  but  as  the  former  may,  1  presume,  exist 
without  increased  velocity,  and  as  the  latter  term  docs  not,  as 
far  as  I  can  discover,  appear  to  be  included  in  Dr  CuUen's  views 
of  inflammation,  the  inference,  I  think,  is  fair,  that  it  does  not 
necessarily  form  any  part  of  them. 

In  order  to  prove  that  increased  action  of  the  vessels  of  a  part 
does  not  occasion  inflammation,  Dr  W.  makes  another  experi- 
ment on  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot :  '*  I  wetted  the  foot  with  dis- 
tilled spirits,  and,  in  a  few  seconds,  observed  the  blood  in  all  the 
vessels  of  the  web  moved  with  an  increased  velocity,  which,  as 
I  constantly  kopt  the  web  moistened  with  spirits,  continued  as 
long  as  I  examined  it,  about  ten  minutes,  or  a  quarter  of  an 
hour.     But,  during  no  part  of  the  time,  could  I  observe  the 
sliglitest  symptom  of  inflammation,  cither  with  or  wkhout  the 
microscope.     The  vessels,  instead  of  appearing  redder  and  more 
turgid,  wert^  evidently  paler  and  smaller  than  before  the  appli- 
cation of  the  ^;irit4.  "^I  still  farther  increased  the  velocity  of  the  i 
circulation  by  i^^  rowing  on  it  the  concentrated  rays  of  the  sun 
from  the  sy>ecnhii!i  vi  a  microscope,  and  still  with  the  same  ef- 
fect. "    Now  tlus  is  a  result  which,  according  to  the  laws  of  arterial 
action,  might,  I  huspoct,  have  been  anticipated  without  necessarily 
involving  the  credit  of  the  opposite  hypothesis.     It  is  impossible 
to  form  any  accurate  notion  from  these  experiments,  of  the  de-  i 
gree  of  sensibility  which  the  web  of  a  frog's  foot  possesses  in  I 
relation  to  alcohol.     This  fluid,  though  a  very  powerful  stimulus 
when  applied  to  particular  parts  of  Uie  human  body,  yet  when! 
brought  into  contact  with  the  palms  of  the  hands,  or  the  soles  o^ 
the  feet,  scarcely  produces  any  cffi  ct  on  them.     If  then  it  be,  o% 
I  should  suppose  it  is,  a  very  moderate  stimulus  with  respect  to 
the  foot  of  the  frog,  the  phenomena  that  took  place  ia  Dr  Wil^ 
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son's  experiment  may  be  easily  exriained  without  establishing 
the  correctness  of  his  deductions.  The  primary  operation  of  the 
gentle  stimulus  must  be  to  rouse  the  vesseb  to  some  degree  of 
pieCematural  action,  the  immediate  consequence  of  which  would 
OBf  that  the  motion  of  the  blood  in  them  would  be  accelerated. 
Their  power  of  transmission  remaining  undiminished,  while  the 
determination  from  behind  was  not  vet  increased  beyond  the  na- 
tun]  standard,  the  vessels  would  thus  have  to  act  with  an  in* 
creased  power  on  a  qnantitr  of  blood  at  first  not  greater  than 
their  usual  allowance,  and  by  the  continued  augmentation  of 
power  rendered  always  less,  and,  consequently,  would  be  ena* 
Ued  to  transmit  the  blood  with  increasing  rapidity;— and  hence 
the  paleness  remarked  by  Dr  Wilson.  But  even'  admitting  that 
the  alcohol  in  this  case  possessed  considerable  stimulant  power, 
or  even  that  the  rays  of  the  sun  from  the  speculum  of  a  micro- 
soope  were  capable  of  producing  the  efifect,  the  same  objection 
win  apply  witn  equal  ibrce  now  as  formerly,  viz.  that  the  sti- 
mulus in  this  case  was  not  applied  sufficiently  long  to  cause  any 
of  the  external  marks  of  inflammation  to  appear,  or  even  to  oc- 
casion a  trifling  determination  of  blood  to  the  part  Had  time 
been  allowed,  the  eeimine  characteristics  of  inflammation  would,* 
in  all  probability,  have  exhibited  themselves ;  and  Dr  W.  would 
then  have  had  an  opportunity  of  observing  whether  the  action  of 
the  vessels  was  energetic  or  the  contrary.  He  had  certainly  lost 
sight  at  that  moment  of  the  ordinary  phenomena  of  inflamma- 
tion, when  he  supposed  that  there  was  any  analogy  between  the 
application  of  stimuli  for  **  ten  minutes,  "  or  even  <*  a  quarter  of 
an  hour, "  and  the  course  which  inflammation  commonly  pursues 
daring  its  commencement  and  progress.  More  than  a  few  mi* 
nutes,  or  even  a  few  hours,  are  generally  requisite ;  and  several 
previous  processes  must  be  gone  through,  as  indicated  by  fulness,* 
tension,and  some  degree  of  pain,  before  the  distinguishing,  or  out«> 
ward  marks  of  inflammation  begin  to  show  themselves.  It  thcre^ 
fore  does  not  follow  unavoidably,  that,  because  he  did  not  choose 
to  wait  the  proper  time,  the  action  of  the  vessels  must  be  di« 
minisbed  during  inflammation.  But,  independently  of  all  rea<« 
soning,  to  deduce  a  conclusion  of  such  importance  from  an  iso« 
lated  experiment  of  this  kind,  performed  under  circumstances 
so  un&vourable,  would,  whatever  hypothesis  we  adopt,  go  far  to 
deny  the  power  of  accommodation  which  the  system  possesses. 
Every  one  knows  that  even  a  preternatural  quantity,  or  a  deficK* 
cocy  of  Mood,  may  exist  in  a  part  for  some  time,  at  least  much: 
longer  than  that  occupied  by  Dr  W.'s  experiment,  without  be« 
ing  necessarily  accompanied  or  even  followed  by  inflammation  or 
VQL.vni.  jio.39tf  s 
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ks  opposite  conditioii.  There  would  seeni  to  be  a  cMain  range 
both  with  respect  to  the  action  of  the  resscls  and  the  quantity  of 
blood,  within  which  the  system,  or  a  part,  has  the  pow(^  of  ad- 
apting itself  to  the  existing  circumstancest  without  befng  liable 
to  assume  that  state  which  constitutes  disease.  Upon  thb  de- 
pends the  faculty  which  the  human  body  has  bestowed  on  it,  of 
resisting,  to  a  certain  extent,  the  influence  of  aD  agents  of  a 
morbifie  tendency. 

Dr  W.  draws  a  very  convenient,  though  a  very  just  eonclu- 
sion  immedialelv  afterwards,  that  **  an  excessive  application  of 
the  stimuU  employed  *  would  unauestionably  have  deprived  the 
vessels  of  their  excitability,  and  then  the  phenomena  must  have 
been  different.  "  But  what  reason  he  had  for  supposing  that 
the  vessels  would  pass  from  the  state  of  vigorous  action  to  that 
of  complete  exhaustion,  without  manifesting  any  intermediate 
appearance,  I  am  wholly  at  a  loss  to  perceive. 

The  next  experiment  which  Dr  W.  details  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  ^*  the  state  of  the  circulation  in  an  inflamed  part^ 
independently  of  any  reasonings  **  does  not  admit  of  being  quot- 
ed here,  from  the  account  being  given  at  considerable  length.  I 
must,  therefore,  refer  the  reader  to  the  third  volume  of  Dr  Wil- 
son's Treatise  on  Febrile  Diseases,  or  to  the  Number  of  the  E- 
dinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  already  mentioned.  Ii 
k  apparent,  in  the  very  first  paragraph,  that  from  his  "  not  know- 
hig  how  "  the  inflammation  had  been  excited,  he  could  not  be  a- 
ware  how  long  it  had  existed  }  and  therefore,  the  experiment  i tsel  f, 
and,  of  course,  the  conclusions  which  he  deduces  from  it,  amount 
to  nothing.  But,  taking  it  as  il  stands,  k  is  expressed  in  such 
ambiguous  terms,  that  nothing  certain  can  be  inferred  from  it. 
It  is  extremely  probable,  that  where  the  red  colour  of  the  part 
was  greatest,  the  vessels  most  dilated,  and  the  motion  of  the 
blood  had  ceased  altogether,  the  inflammation  bad  ahreadv  passed 
its  height,  or  perhaps  no  longer  existed ;  the  motion  of  the  blood 
would  necessarily  be  slowest,  and  its  impetus  least — for  the  vessek 
had  then  been  reduced  to  a  state  of  exhaustion  from  the  previous 
violent  action.  With  regard  to  the  distension  of  those  vessels 
which,  in  the  healthy  state,  admit  only  the  colourless  parts  of 
the  blood,  I  may  remark,  that  perhaps  too  much  stress  has  been 
kiid.  on  it  by  most  authors.  In  having  recourse  to  the  aid  of  this 
phenomenon  to  account  for  the  red  colour  of  an  inflamed  part 
in  the  first  instance,  a  cause  is  assigned  which  is  unphilosophical* 
because  it  is  not  necessary,  as  the  efltct  may  be  explained  upon 
ibe  principle  of  the  enlargement  of  the  vessels  ti'ansmitting  the 
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coloured  parts  of  the  blood,  without  anj  additional  set  of  ves* 
sels ;  and  this  will,  in  sense  dq^ree,  appear  from  the  subsequent 
experiinenta  of  Dr  Wilson  himself.     We  do  not,  I  should  sup- 
pose«  refer  the  suffusion  of  the  face,  which  takes  place  in  the  act 
of  blushing,  to  any  propukion  of  the  blood  into  vessels  that  do 
not  usnally  transmit  it;  afN)  yet  the  red  colour  here  is  as  great 
and  greater  than  some  degrees  of  inflammation.    There  is  scarce- 
ly  a  part  of  the  body  that  is  not  provided  with  innumerable 
blood-vessels:  the  slightest  scratch  or  incision  renders  this  |i- 
bundantly  manifest^  and  injection  of  parts  after  death  show  them 
to  be  made  up  almost  entirely  of  biood-vesseis.     It  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  imagine  the  addition  of  no  very  consideraUe  portion 
of  Mood  to  that  whidi  tliese  vessels  alreadv  circulate,  in  order  to 
expiutt  the  greater  redness  of  an  inflamedl  part.     From  the  in- 
terstices of  Uie  red  vessels  appearing  more  opaque,  the  Doctor 
infers  the  profanbili^irf'an  **  enlargement  of  innumerable  small 
vessels,  atiU  too  smaB  td  admit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood.  '^ 
As  it  is  obvious  that  die  opacity  of  these  vessels  would  not  be  in- 
creased by  their  being  distended  with  a  colourless  fluid,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  that  they  must  have  their  transparency  augmented 
by  that  means,  the  Doctor  must  here  admit  the  enlargement  of 
innumerable  small  vessels  which  are  conveying  red  blood,  as  the 
cause  of  eoloor.     Now,  although  these  vessels  might  not  usually 
admit  the  grosser  parts  of  the  blood,  they  might  yet  receive  a 
sufficient  portion  oi  colouring  matter  to  account  for  the  pheno- 
mena already  mentioned,     in  his  endeavours  to  stimulate  the 
vessels  by  the  means  formerly  detailed,  and  thence  remove  the 
inflammation  according  to  his  own  principles,  he  merely  accom- 
plishes what  any  one  would  be  apt  to  expect  under  such  circum- 
stanees.     The  vessels  were  exhausted  oy  preternatural  action 
beyond  the  power  of  being  acted  on  by  their  natural  stimulus, 
the  blood :  there  still,  however,  remained  in  them  a  portion  of 
excitability  sufficient  to  render  them  susceptible  to  the  impres- 
sion of  a  powerful  stimulus  of  a  difiPerent  kind,  externally  appli- 
ed ;  in  short)  their  vitality  was  not  wholly  extinct.    This  stimu- 
lus then  being  applied,  the  vessels  are  roused  to  increased  exer- 
tion, by  whi<£  their  contents  are  propelled,  their  parietes  madd 
to  approach  one  another,  their  diameters  are  consequently  dimi- 
nished, and  the  excessive  redness  made  to  disappear,     lliis  ac- 
tion, continued  for  a  short  time,  being  limited  to  the  part  aflect- 
ed,  must  soon  free  it  from  the  superfluous  blood,  and,  provided 
the  stimulus  be  withdrawn  before  the  action  can  be  communicated 
to  the  vt»sek  nearer  the  heart,  which  circumstance  would  renew 
the  congestion,  the  swelling  and  redness  must  vanish  of  course« 
But  if  .h  •  application  of  ibis  stimulus  be  persevered  in  until  tht^ 
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immoderate  action  be  imparted  to  the  vessels  in  the  vicinity, 
nearer  the  heart,  acting  above  or  even  at  the  natural  standard, 
such  a  propulsion  of  the  blood  will  take  place  in  the  already  ex- 
hausted vessels,  as  no  efforts  of  the  latter  can  possibly  enable  them 
to  withstand,  they  having  been  previously  insensible  to  the  influ- 
ence of  this  stimulus.     Nothing  then  could  rouse  them  but  a  de- 
gree of  external  stimulus  still  higher  than  the  alcohol  for  the  ^un's 
rays,  which,  in  all  likelihood,  would  destroy  their  excitability  and 
induce  gangrene  of  the  part.     Indeed,  it  is  not  improbable  that, 
had  the  Doctor  continued  the  experiment  long  enough,  this  ve- 
ry result  would  have  happened.     He  merely  persisted  until  a  sin- 
gle effect  had  been  produced.     It  is  farther  evident,  that,  from 
his  not  having  been  able,  by  means  of  these  powerful  applica- 
tions, to  restore  certain  parts  of  the  web,  that  the  infiammation 
must  have  proceeded  to  a  point  from  which  recovery  by  resolution 
was  impracticable.     The  experiment,  therefore,  upon  the  whole, 
determines  nothing,  in  my  judgment,  against  the  opinion  which 
he  controverts,  nor  does  he  himself  seem  satisfied  with  the  pro- 
gress of  it.     In  order,  however,  to  remove  all  doubts  on  the  sub- 
ject, he  repeated  it,  and  had  the  result  carefully  watched  by  a 
person  who  was  akogether  unacquainted  with  the  object  or  ten- 
dency of  the  experiment. 

The  animal  selected  for  this  purpose  was  a  small  fish,  (tlie 
lampern);  and  here  I  would  beg  permission  to  observe,  that  the 
choice  of  such  an  animal  appears  to  be  peculiarly  objectionable. 
Exposure  to  the  air  proves,  in  a  very  short  time,  fatal  to  most 
iindsof  fish,  and  it  must,  therefore,  render  them  particularly  un- 
fit subjects  for  experiments  of  this  description.     Dr  \V.  even  re- 
marks, that  **  it  produces  a  degree  of  inflammation  evident  to  the 
naked  eye  in  the  fins  and  tailof  the  lampern."     We  may  thence 
form  some  idea  of  what  the  effect  must  have  been  on  the  whole 
system.     It  would  seem  nearly  as  preposterous  to  plunge  in  water 
an  animal  accustomed  to  live  in  atmospheric  air,  and  then  insti- 
tute experiments  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  phenomena 
t^hich  are  compatible  only  with  the  due  performance  of  respira- 
tion.    The  whole  of  this  experiment  therefore  is  fauhy,  and  it 
U  almost  superfluous  to  endeavour  to  refute  it.     But  as  Dr  \V. 
appears  to  attach  to  it  considerable  importance,  it  may  be  pro- 
per  to  inquire  farther  into  its  merits,  upon  the  supposition  that 
the  objections  which  I  have  stated  have  been  obviated. 

«*  On  viewing,  '*  says  he,  "  the  fins  of  the  fish  through  th« 
vnicroscope,  we  observed  the  circulation  become  more  languid^ 
and  the  vessels  enlarge  as  the  inflammation  came  on.  The  mo^ 
lion  of  the  blood  in  the  most  inflamed  vessels  at  length  ceasv«| 
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Altogether.  "  Who  can  deny  that  such  would  be  the  result  i 
But  has  this  any  thing  to  do  with  the  aetion  of  the  vessels  i 

'*  By  geutle  friction,  and  applying  distilled  spirits,  we  repeat- 
edly succeeded  in  accelerating,  and  even  renewing  the  motion 
of  the  blood ;  and,  in  proportion  to  the  velocity  of  the  circula- 
tion, the  vessels  became  evidently  paler,  the  deeper  red  return- 
ing as  the  circulation  became  more  languid  "  I  have  already 
endeavoured  to  show  in  what  manner  these  phonomcna  must 
have  taken  place,  and  therefone  I  shall  not  trouble  the  reader 
by  any  repetition. 

••  On  roughly  irritating,  **  he  continues,  **  a  part  of  the  fin 
where  there  was  no  inflammation,  the  part  became  pale,  and  the 
circulation  as  rapid  as  natural ;  the  motion  of  the  blood  was  for 
a  second  or  two  whoHy  interrupted  (Mr  Bornston  observed  the 
part  while  I  irritated  it),  the  force  I  used  having  compressed  the 
vessels*  The  vis  «  tergo^  however,  soon  forced  the  blood  into 
tliem ;  and  this  experiment  having  been  repeated  several  times, "  * 
it  was  not  to  be  wondered  at,  that  Mr  Boraston  and  he  **  saw  the 
now  debilitated  vessels  of  the  parts  which  had  been  irritated,  gra* 
dually  dilated  hv  the  blood  propelled  into  them^  "  after  he  had 
made  use  of  such  a  d^ree  of  force  as  to  compress  them,  and 
stop  the  motion  of  the  blood,  and  in  one  instance  even  to  occa- 
sion extravasation,  thereby  injuring  their  organization,  and  weak- 
ening them  so  much,  as  to  allow  an  easy  ingress  of  the  blood, 
and  to  any  extent  which  the  propeiiing  power  might  be  capable 
ofeflecting.  This  process  was  continued  **  till  the  vessels  hav- 
ing acquired  Tiuiutf  times  thetrf€rncr  dimeruion^  the  parts  appear* 
ed  highly  inflamed.  "  Here,  then,  we  have  the  circumstance  of 
simple  distension  or  enlargement,  capable,  without  any  addition- 
al vessels,  of  giving  the  red  oolour  to  an  inflamed  part.  This  is 
worthy  of  notice,  as  it  proves  distinctly,  that  propulsion  oi  the 
blood  into  the  colourless  vessels,  is  not  necessary  to  (iroduce  the 
cfiect.  It  may  also  be  observed,  en  passant^  that  the  interrup- 
tion to  the  course  of  the  blood,  which  took  place  in  consequence 
of  the  compression  of  the  vessels,  gave  ri><e  to  the  propulstion  in- 
to them  of  the  blood,  or  it  caused  the  increase  of  tne  vis  a  Urgoj 
and  that  lience,  obstruction  is  sometimes  capable  of  producing 
inflammation  (even  according  to  the  new  hypothesis),  which,  it 
will  be  remembered,  Dr  W.  set  out  with  denying. 

In  order  to  do  away  any  objections  of  which  he  anticipates  the 
probability,  from  the  experiments  having  been  performed  on  cold- 

*  For  the  minute  detail  of  these  expcrinieiits,  I  must  «gaia  refer  to  the  wot]E 
ibunifrlj  pointed  out. 
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blooded  aniinals,  he  gives  an  account  of  an  experimeDt  made  on 
a  warm-blooded  animal,  which,  as  he  thinks  it  decisive  of  the 
question,  I  shall  examine  minutely. 

Having  failed  in  distinguishing  the  circulation  in  the  ear  of  a 
very  young  white  rabbit, lie  ^*  made  a  small  opening  through  the 
skin  and  muscles  of  tie  ahdowien^  through  vohkh^  ly  the  struggles  of 
the  animal^  a  portion  of  the  itUeslines  and  mesentery  were  soonpro* 
truded.  "  *  The  first  objection  which  occurs  to  this  experiiaent, 
relates  to  the  manner  in  which  it  was  performed.  He  applied 
the  stimulus  himself,  while  the  Rev.  Mr  Boraston  observed  the 
effects.  Now,  with  aU  due  defence  to  the  latter  gentleman,  this 
is  what  I  should  be  disposed  to  call  taking  the  result  of  an  expe* 
riment  at  second-hand.  No  one  can  presume  to  doubt  that  Mr 
Boraston  reported  truly,  and,  as  far  as  be  was  able,  correctly, 
what  he  observed  ;  but  the  investigation  of  phenomena  of  this 
kind,  is  a  matter  so  foreign,  in  general,  to  the  habit  of  persons 
of  bis  order,  that  it  need  not  be  considered  any  impeachment  of 
hia  talents  and  observation,  to  say  that  he  was  not  so  competent 
to  appreciate  all  these  delicate  operations,  as  a  person  more  fa-* 
miliar  with  the  subject.  Admitting,  however,  that  he  was  fully 
competent,  I  would  say,  that  these  experiments  cannot  be  per- 
formed with  the  same  accuracy  by  two  individuals  as  b^  one. 
There  are  circumstances  which  might  materially  modily  the 
views  of  one  applying  the  stimulus,  and  at  the  same  time  observ- 
ing the  eflfects,  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  influaM:e  the  mind 
of  him  who  performs  a  separate  part^  without  knowing  for  what 
purpose  it  is  intended.  Making  every  allowance,  therefore,  for 
the  advantage  which  the  experiment  derived  from  tlie  unpreju- 
diced observation  of  Mr  B.,  it  must,  I  apprehend,  be  admitted 
that  it  was  incomplete.  But  takins  it  as  a  satisfactorily  perform- 
ed experiment  in  every  respect,  I  snail  proceed  to  consider  it  on 
its  own  grounds ;  and  I  trust  I  shall  make  it  appear  as  incompe- 
tent to  establish  Dr  Wilson's  opinion  as  any  of  the  former. 

The  violence  lised  in  this  experiment  would,  of  itself,  almost 
destroy  its  influence  as  an  argument  in  favour  of  the  doctrine  of 
debility.  The  stimulus  here  applied  in  the  ver^  act  of  preparing 
for  the  experiment,  was  by  much  too  powerful  to  insure  any 
accuracy  in  the  result,  and  produced  great  part  of  that  debility 
which  ought  to  have  been  the  coiu^cquence  of  the  inflammation 
during  the  process  employed  in  the  experiment.  Although  pro- 
trusions of  the  intestines  do  sometimes  occur  without  being  fol- 

•  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  occaMoually  altering  the  text  of  Dr  Wikon,  k>  fm 

aft  to  put  in  italics  some  of  his  expressions,  to  which  1  wish  to  ilircit  lh*r   reatlti  i 
)wrticuiar  attention. 
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lowed  by  any  very  bad  consequences,  yet  it  can  scarcely  be  dodbt* 
ifd  that  the  violent  exposare  of  the  abdominal  contents  may  fre- 
4|uentKr  fpve  rise  to  inflammation.  If  this  be  the  case,  we  muat' 
consicKr  sach  a  part  as  the  mesentery  but  ill  adapted  for  cxhw' 
bitinfr  the  phenomena  of  inflammation.  Mr  Boraston  in  his  re*' 
port  says,  **  o/^  ^  ff^  mitmtes  expomre  to  the  air^  the  vessels  be- 
came msMy  etUarged, "  Besides,  there  is  no  parity,  nor  e\en  simi*' 
lanty,  between  the  condition  of  an  animal  under  the  influence  of 
terror  and  excruciating  pain,  and  that  of  the  human  body,  pre* 
vious  to,  or  during  an  attack  of  inflammation  ;  nor  are  we  com* 
potent  to  appreciate  correctly  the  effects  which  may  result  from 
this  difference  of  condition.  Trials  may  be  made  on  animals 
when  suffering  from  fear  )9r  torture,  in  order  to  determine  some 
general  principle  4  but  for  the  purpose  of  tracing  accurately  the 
nicer  features  of  morbid  a<^oa,  these  mental  powers  mu«t  have 
as  little  to  do  with  the  experiment  as  possible.  Upon  these 
simple  grounds,  therefore,  this  experiment  of  Dr  W.  might  be 
disregaraed,  as  altogether  inconclusive  towards  invalidating  one 
hypothesis,  or  establishing  another.  I  have  no  intention,  how* 
ever,  of  availing  myseif  of  this  mode  of  setting  it  aside,  hut  shaH 
endeavour  to  represent,  from  tlie  report  itsellv  in  what  respect 
the  experiment  appears  to  me  to  be  defective. 

In  consequence  of  simple  exposure  of  a  portion  of  the  mesen^ 
iery  to  the  air,  in  the  flrst  instance,  **  he  perceived  the  globulea 
of  the  blood  moving  along  with  great  rapidity,  but  not  in  suffici-* 
ent  ouanlity  to  give  a  red  colour  to  the  vessels.  "  Query,  How 
could  he  distinguish  the  motion  of  tlie  globules  of  the  bloody  with- 
out, at  the  same  time,  discerning  the  red  colour  of  the  vessels  whick 
transmitted  them  i  "  After  a  few  minutes  exposure  to  the  air, " 
that  is,  after  a  few  minutes  application  of  a  very  highly  exciting 
power,  (Dr  W.,  I  presume,  all  the  while  ^^  gently  irritating  the 
parts  ") ;  and  after  the  increased  action  by  this  power  had  been 
communicated  in  some  degree  to  the  \*esse]s  n^irer  the  heart,  **  the 
vessds  '*  he  says  **  became  visibly  enlarged,  and  in  some  parts  as* 
turned  a  reddish  colour,  while  the  velocity  of  the  blood  was  pro- 
portionatdly  diminished. "  This  is  almost  equivalent  to  his  hav* 
ing  said, — Tbe  vessels  having  been  debilitated,  in  consequence  of 
the  violent  stimulus  previously  applied  in  the  very  act  of  making 
the  experiment,  necessarily  yielded  to  the  stream,  which,  after 
the  application  of  the  stronger  stimulus,  ceased  to  stimulate 
them  powerfully  |  it  became  to  them  merely  a  distending  fluid, 
which  they  had  not  the  power  to  resist ;  and  redness  and  stagna- 
tion of  the  blood  were  the  consequences.  This  is  still  farther 
rorroboratcd  by  what  follows :   **  As  soon  as  a  part  of  the  mpr 
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weBtarjf  which  by  within  the  field  of  obsei^aCioBy  and  appeared 
almost  colourless,  was  irritated  with  the  point  of  a  small  pair  of 
tamejpBf  a  red  q)ot  ^ipeared ; ''  showine,  that  the  vessds  had 
been  prenoosly  roused  to  action  by  a  hign  stimulus,  which  had 
perhi^  expelled  the  blood ;  but  on  the  irritation  being  made  by 
the  forceps,  the?  were  so  violently  excited,  as  either  to  be  ex* 
hausted  altogether,  or  the  action  was  communicated  to  the 
neighbouring  vessels,  by  which  means  a  quantity  of  blood  was 
propelled  into  them,  which  they  were  unable  to  resist,  and 
jconsequently  received  it  'Mn  a  few  seconds, "  he  proceeds, 
^  it  increased  in  size ;  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vessels  were 
distended ;  and  the  current  of  blood  oecoming  less  rapid,  was 
for  some  distance  slightly  tinged  with  a  red  colour.  This  en- 
largement  of  the  vessels  gradually  extended  $  the  circulation  at 
this  time  was  extremely  languid,  and  at  length  was  not  discover* 
able  at  all. ''  There  is  cvidendy  an  ambiguity  in  the  former  part 
of  the  above  quotation  \  at  any  rate,  I  do  not  easily  understand 
what  idea  the  reporter  intends  to  convey  in  this  particular  case, 
bv  the  distension  of  the  adjacent  parts  of  the  vesselsy  in  relation  to 
the  spot ;  nor  am  I  able  to  affix  any.  definite  meaning  to  the  ex- 
pression of  the  current  of  blood  being  slightly  tinged  with  a  red 
colour.  I  have  always  been  led  to  believe  that  there  is  no  fluid 
in  the  human  body  recognized  as  blood,  that  possesses  any  other 
colour  than  red.  This  inaccuracv  of  expression  is  one  of  the 
consequences  that  might  naturally  nave  been  expected  from  hav- 
ing had  the  experiment  performed  in  the  manner  it  was  done. 
That  the  enlargement  of^  the  vessels  would  take  place,  under 
the  circumstances  just  pointed  out,  and  that  the  circulation 
would  become  extremely  languid  in  consequence  of  it,  and  would 
soon  cease,  and  gangi*ene  supervene,  is  precisely  what  we  should 
have  looked  for. 

If  these  observations  on  Dr  Wilson's  experiments  be  founded 
on  fact  or  reason,  it  will  appear  that  the  latter  are  inadequate  to 
the  establishment  of  his  hypothesis ;  and  hence,  the  conclusion 
which  he  draws  from  them  can  scarcely  be  admitted,  namely, 
that  **  the  state  of  the  capillaries  of  an  mflamed  part,  is  that  of 
preternatural  distension  and  debility.  " 

He  goes  on :  **  The  state  of  the  larger  vessels  may  be  ascertain- 
ed without  the  aid  of  the  microscope.  Unassisted  by  glasses,  we 
readily  perceive  that  they  ^o  not  suffer  a  similar  distension,  and 
their  increased  pulsation  sufficiently  evinces  iheir  increased  ac- 
tion. "  That  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  have  their 
action  increased,  is  easily  understood ;  but  that  it  is  so  in  ccm* 
iradiption  to  the  diminished  action  of  the  extreme  or  minute 
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braaebes,  does  not  appear  to  be  so  dearly  made  out    That  their 
iocreised  palsation  can  be  more  easily  detected,  even  without 
the  sid  of  optical  instruments,  is  no  proof  that  it  exceeds  in  point 
of  vigour  tne  action  of  the  extreme  vessels  at  some  period  or 
tnotaer  of  the  inflammation*    Their  inferior  distension  is  obvi- 
ously fmmg  to  their  partakinf;  more  sparingly  of,  or  being  less 
immediately  affected  by,  that  resistance  which  the  blood  meets 
with  in  its  passage  throu^  the  smaller  arteries,  and  which,  with 
tbe  extra  quantity  sent,  is  the  cause  of  the  accumulation.     Be* 
sides,  tliis  dilference  in  the  pulsation  between  the  larger  arteries^ 
ind  the  minute  vessels  of  a  part  really  in  a  state  of  inflara* 
mation,   has  not  been  demonstrated  by  experiment.      It  has 
bceo  merely  inferred  from  the  greater  Cicility  of  diftinguish- 
bg  the  pulsation  in  the  former  than  in  the  latter.    The  phe* 
fiomena  of  inflammation  are  in  direct  contradiction  to  any  such 
exciusire  increased  pulsation  of  the  larger  vessels  j  for  the  wholq 
of  the  inflamed  part  is  found  to  participate  in  it.    The  reason 
why  it  is  not  so  distinctly  perceptible,  seems  to  be,  that  the 
quantum  of  pulsation  is  so  completely  expended  or  subdivided 
among  the  infinite  ramifications  of  the  arteries,  as  not  to  be  dis- 
tinctly referable  to  any  individual  branch  or  set  of  vessels.     It  is 
therefore  to  a  certain  extent  lost,  and  the  general  pulsation  of 
the  part  is  improperly  ascribed  to  the  larger  vessels.     In  confir- 
mation of  the  increased  pulsation  of  the  extreme  vessels,  I  may 
point  out  the  appearances  which  present  themselves  during  the 
inflammatory  stage  of  cow-pox,   which  aflbrds  an  examfde  of 
pare  superficial  inflammation.     The  phenomena  of  this  disease* 
which  particularly  illustrate  the  point  in  question,  are  easily  dis- 
cernible by  the  naked  eye.     About  the  period  when  the  areola  has 
been  €u>mpletely  formed,  and  the  inflammation  has  reached  its 
height)  we  can  distinctly  perceive  the  pulsation  of  the  extreme 
vcs^eky  marked  by  the  alternate  paleness  and  redness  of  the  part 
which  each  systole  and  diastole  of  the  vessels  occasions.     It  can- 
not be  alleged  that  the  krger  vessels  are  alone  concerned  in  this ; 
as,  however  much  their  pulsation  might  afiect  the  alternate  ris- 
ing and  subsiding  of  the  inflamed  part,  it  could  not  materially 
afl*ect  the  colour.     Moreover,  in  this  disease  the  inflamed  part 
is  more  accurately  defined  than  in  most  others,  which  in  some 
degree  implies,  that  the  larger  vessels  in  the  neighbourhood  are 
very  Httle,  if  at  all  engaged.     It  can  scarcely  to  believed  also, 
that  in  this,  which  presents  as  perfect  a  specimen  of  inflamma- 
tion as  may  be,  in  which  the  vessels  are,  according  to  the  doc- 
trine of  debility,  supposed  to  be  gorged  with  blood,  and  in  ^, 
^aie  of  dktension,  any  change  of  colour  could  take  place  fronf 
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an  increased  pulsation  of  the  large  vessels  in  the  immediate  vi- 
cinity. 

That  the  hrftier  vefinels  aix^  not  affected  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  smaller,  alter  the  inflammation  has  continued  for  some  time, 
is  ju«t  such  a  result  as  might  be  anticipated  in  those  experiments 
by  Dr  W.  on  inflammation,  on  a  most  trifling  scale.  The  in- 
creased action  ot*  the  vessels,  after  it  has  existed  for  a  consider- 
able period^  or  even  to  a  severe  extent  for  a  short  time,  produces 
such  a  degree  of  debility,  as  to  remler  them  unfit  to  perform 
their  functions ;  and  in  a  short  time  they  cease,  or  nearly  cease  to 
act.  As  the  pai*t  cannot  long  remain  in  such  a  state,  a  termina- 
tion to  this  process  takes  place  ;  the  impediments  to  the  circula- 
tion are  removed  by  Uie  natural  powers,  or  by  the  assistance  of 
art ;  and  tl>e  vis  a  tergo  is  soon  brought  down  to  the  natural 
standard.  But  if  the  part  remain  for  any  length  of  time  in  this 
condition,  or,  what  amounts  perhaps  to  the  same  thing,  if  the  in- 
flammation be  of  considerable  extent,  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  larger  branches  from  being  successively  reduced  to  the  same 
state  of  debility,  and  so  onwards  to  the  heart ;  and  we  accord- 
ingly find,  that  where  any  of  these  Circumstances  are  present  to 
ft  verv  great  degree,  the  increased  action,  and  (if  not  counter- 
acted) the  debinty,  are  soon  communicated  to  the  fountain  of 
life.  It  should  always  be  held  in  remembrance  too,  that  the  size 
of  the  vessels  is  merely  relative,  and  that  the  most  extreme  rami- 
fication is  small,  only  m  relation  to  one  nearer  the  heart,  and  this 
again  to  the  one  next  in  order.  Thus,  the  facial  or  temporal  ar- 
teries may  be  as  small  with  respect  to  the  carotid,  as  is  the  most 
minute  branch  with  regard  to  these  arteries. 

It  may"l)e  noticed  in  this  place,  that  if  inflammation  were  in 
general  terminable  in  the  short  space  of  time  Dr  W.  allows, 
that  is,  if  the  vessels  were  deprived  in  a  great  measure  of  their 
excitability,  which  they  must  be  if  they  cease  to  act,  and  remain 
any  time  with  the  blood  stagnating  in  them,  there  is  no  latitude 
allowed,  and  inflammation  would  in  every  case  be  comparatively 
of  little  or  no  duration.  We  should  have  no  continuance  for 
several  days  of  almost  the  same  degree  of  redness,  pain,  heat,  anil 
swelling  in  variola  vaccina.  A  common  phlegmon,  the  moment 
that  the  usual  routine  of  these  characteristic  appearances  had 
been  established,  should  dissipate,  or  run  immediately  to  suppu-> 
ration  or  gangrene ;  whereas,  we  generally  observe  these  phe- 
nomena remain  for  some  time  with  little  perceptible  variation  ; 
which  can  only  happen  from  the  vessels  continuing  to  possess  a 
eonbidcrable  portion  of  vigour,  whicli,  as  soon  as  it  has  been  ex- 
pended, (or  from  some  other  cause,  which  we  are  unable  to  as* 
jcertain)|  a  new  process  of  one  kind  or  another  commenceS|  eii^ 
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tirely  diifereiit  from  that  which  wm  present  during  the  inflam* 
mation. 

Whether  the  remarksi  I  have  thus  taken  the  liberty  of  oflering 
on  tb^  experiments  of  Dr  Wilson,  and  the  reasoning  founded  oa 
them,  be  applicable  or  not,  it  must  at  all  events  appear  that  the 
experiments  themselves  have  l>een  conducted  on  a  fcale  by  fur 
too  insignificant  for  the  decision  of  a  point  of  so  much  importance 
in  pathology,  as  the  doctrine  of  inflammation. 

1  shall,  with  your  approbation,  continue,  in  a  miccceding 
Number,  the  examination  of  the  remaining  parts  of  the  subject ; 
viz.  **  the  explanation  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammation,  the 
taodus  operandi  of  its  causes,  and  of  the  means  which  relieve 
it,  '*  and  also  "  the  analogy  of  the  phenomena  of  inflammadoa 
and  fever. " 

H.E. 
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Humboldt's  Political  State  of  New  Spain ^  and  Humboldt  and 
Bonpland's  Plantie  Equinoctiales. 

n^HE  arrival  of  a  second  volume  of  the  ^>lendid  work  of  thesa 
•^   indefatigable  travellers,  enables  us  to  lay  before  our  readers 
some  curious  information  respecting  the  fever  which  reigns  epi- 
demically on  the  eastern  coast  of  New  Spain. 

Vera  Cruz  is  considered  as  the  chief  seat  of  the  vomiio^  which 
k  certainly  the  same  disease  with  the  yellow  fever  that  has 
afllicted  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America  since 
\  793.  Clavigcro  and  other  writers  affirm,  that  it  occurred  for  the 
first  time  in  i7^5 ;  but  M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  yellow 
fever  has  occurred  sporadicaDy,  whenever  persons  born  in  a  cold 
climate  have  been  exposed,  in  the  torrid  zone,  to  air  loaded  with 
masmaia.  In  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries,  the  mcr* 
tatity  was  probably  much  less  than  afterwards :  1st,  Because  the 
tropical  part  of  America  was  only  visited  by  the  Portuguese  and 
Spaniards,  whose  constitutions  are  less  hurt  by  great  heat  than 
the  inhabitants  of  more  northern  countries ;  2d,  The  early  cuio* 
nists  of  the  We&t  Indies  were  not  colkcted  into  such  populous 
towns ;  3d,  Because,  after  the  discovery  ot*  the  American  conti- 
nent, the  Spaniards  were  less  attracted  by  commerce  to  the 
^A'arm  and  humid  shores,  and  preferred  the  more  temperate  ele- 
yatcd  plains  of  thp  interior.    Panama  and  Nombre  dc  Dios  were 
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at  first  the  only  ports  in  which,  on  certain  occasions,  there  was  a 
considerable  concourse  of  strangers;  and,  as  early  as  1535,  the 
former  was  a  dangerous  residence  for  Europeans,  and  the  latter 
wa^  abandoned  in  l^S*.  We  must  not  confound  the  period 
when  a  disease  was  first  described,  with  the  date  of  its  first  ap- 
pearance. The  most  ancient  description  of  yellow  fever,  is  by 
John  Ferrcyra  de  Rosa,  a  Portuguese  physician,  who  obsen'ert 
the  epidemic  which  prevailed  at  Olinda  in  the  Brazils  from  1687 
to  ley^,  shortly  after  the  Punuguese  army  had  conquered  Fer- 
nambuco.  In  1691,  it  appeared  in  Barbadoes,  and  was  called 
Kendall's  fever  j  but  there  wns  no  proof  of  its  having  been  im- 
ported from  Fernambuco.  VJHoa  reports,  from  the  information 
of  the  natives,  that  the  vomitoprieto  was  not  known  at  St  Marthe 
and  Carthagena  before  1729-550,  or  at  Guayaquil  before  17*0. 

The  black  vomit  has  never  yet  been  observed  on  the  west 
coast  of  New  Spain.     The  inhabitants  of  the  sea-shore,  from  the 
mouth  of  the   Papagallo  to  Saint  Bias,  are  subject  to  gastric, 
which  often  degenerates  into  adynamic  fever;  and  it  may  be 
stated,  that  a  bilious  constitution  reigns  almost  continually  in 
those  plains,  which,  though  arid  and  burning,  are  intersected  by 
marshes,  the  resort  of  the  crocodile.     The  yellow  fever,  and  we 
request  the  attention  of  our  readers  to  the  fact,  is  still  nnknown 
even  at  Acapuico,  which  Humboldt  describes  as  one  of  the  most 
unhealthy  situations  of  the  New  World  j  where  the  heat  is  more 
oppressive,  and  the  air  more  stagnating,  than  at  Vera  Cruz;  where 
the  inhabitants,  for  a  great  part  of  the  year,  do  not  see  the  sun,  ex- 
cept through  a  stratum  of  olive- coloured  vapour,  not  affecting  the 
hygrometer  J  and  where  heaps  offish  putrefying,  exhale  vapours 
which  are  considered  as  the  chief  cause  of  the  bilious  putrid  fe- 
vers which  reign  upon  that  coast,  and  which,  with  cholera  mor- 
bus, carry  oif  numbers  of  the  Mexicans  who  descend  from  the ; 
high  table- lands  to  purchase  goods  on  the  arrival  of  the  galleons. 
So  favourable  does  the  situation  of  Acapulco  appear  to  Hum- 
boldt for  the  development  of  yeUow  fever,  that  he  attempts  to; 
account  for  its  absence.     ^*  Perhaps,  if  this  port,  instead  of  be- 
ing frequented  by  ships  from  Manilla,  Guayaquil,  and  other  places 
of  the  torrid  zone,  received  ships  from  Cnili  and  the  north- ivei^t 
coast  of  Auierica;  if  it  were  visited  at  the  same  time  by  a  greats 
ernumberof  Europeans  or  of  the  highland  Mexicans;  the  biIiou«j 
fever  would  soon  degenerate  into  ydlow  fever,  and  the  germ  o^ 
this  last  disease  would  develop  itself  in  a  still  more  fatal  n-tnn* 
ner  than  at  Vera  Cruz."    Our  readers  will  probably  recollect  Di 
Mitchell's  theory  o\'  srpton^  and  his  illustration  of  it,  bj»  ascribim 
the  healthiness  of  all  limestone  countries  to  the  absorption  o 
fhc  septic  acid.     Of  the  falsity  of  this  hypothesis,  Gibi*altar  ha^ 
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furnished  an  incontrovertible  proof,  and  the  great  lime-kilns  of 
Acapuico  afford  another;  still,  however,  such  is  the  political 
influence  of  Dr  Mitchell's  theory,  that  on  Humboldt's  arrival  at 
Philadelphia  from  the  West  Indies,  the  hatchways  were  gravely 
painted  with  lime-water  to  absorb  the septon  whicn  was  supi^osed 
to  be  aboard  the  vessel ; — the  poor  Spanish  sailors,  in  their  igno- 
rance, naturally  enough  concluded,  that  it  was  some  magical 
operation,  from  which  such  a  disproportionate  effect  as  the  de* 
struction  of  contagion  was  expected. 

From  the  uniformity  of  the  heat  during  the  year  at  AcapulcOp 
Humboldt  dreads,  that  if  ever  the  yellow  fever  is  developed  there, 
it  will  continue  during  the  whole  year,  as  in  other  situations  where 
the  temperature  varies  only  two  or  three  degrees  during  the 
year. 

It  is  a  mistake  that  the  yellow  fever  never  appears  in  the  south- 
ern hemisphere.  It,  in  fact,  fir^t  attacked  a  number  of  Euro- 
peans at  Olinda,  in  the  Brazils ;  it  prevailed  at  Guayaquil  in 
1740 ;  and  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,  at  Monte  Video, 
so  celebrated  for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate.  During  the  last 
fifty  years,  the  yellow  fever  has  not  appeared  upon  the  coast  of 
the  Pacific  Oeean,  except  at  Panama ;  and  there,  as  at  Callao, 
the  commencement  of  a  great  epidemic  is  often  marked  by  the 
arrival  of  some  ships  from  Chili ;  not  that  they  imported  the  dis- 
ease from  a  country  where  it  never  existed,  but  because  its  in- 
habitants, coming  n*om  the  healthiest  country  in  the  world,  ex- 
perience the  same  fatal  effects  of  a  sultry  air,  loaded  with  putrid 
emanations,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  north. 

On  the  coast  of  Mexico,  an  intimate  connexion  is  observed 
between  the  progress  of  disease  and  the  temperature  of  the  air. 
At  Vera  Cruz  there  are  only  two  seasons;  that  of  the  north- winds^ 
which  blow  firom  the  autumnal  to  the  vernal  eouinox,  and  of 
the  south-east,  which  blows  pretty  regularly  from  March  to  Sep- 
tember. The  vomito  does  not  com  mence,  generally,  till  the  medi- 
um heat  is  75^  Fahr.  and  is,  therefore,  seldom  seen  in  December, 
January,  and  February;  and  although  May  is  warmer  than  Sep- 
tember and  October,  its  ravages  are  most  dreadful  in  these  latter 
months,  because  a  certain  duration  seems  necessary  to  develf»p 
its  full  force.  Thus,  when  it  has  been  very  violent  in  summer,  it 
continues  more  or  less  during  winter;  but  when  it  has  been  mild 
in  summer,  it  ceases  altogether:  also,  the  rain  which  lasts  from 
June  to  September,  cannot  be  without  influence.  The  commence- 
ment and  termination  of  the  rainy  season  are  most  to  be  dreaded. 
M.  Humboldt  is  of  opinion,  that  the  vomita  is  not  naturall/j 
contagious,  but  that  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  other  pathological 
phenoioeaa  for  it  to  btxume  su^  fiom  the  influence  of  ciiinatc 


78  Medical  Extracts.    No.  Vlf.  Jan. 

And  seasonal  tlie  nccumulatioii  of  sick,  and  individaal  snscq^ti- 
bitity.  Thus,  between  the  tropics,  e.  g.  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  v6mdi^ 
is  universaily  allowed  to  be  not  contagious;  while,  in  the  more 
temperate  climate  of  Europe,  its  contagious  nature  was  as  in* 
disputably  proved,  by  the  escape  of  individuals  in  the  very  fo- 
cus of  the  disease,  who  secluded  themselves:  and  io  the  inter- 
mediate climate  of  North  America,  its  contagious  nature  has  al- 
ways been  the  subject  of  violent  controversy.  In  tropical  situa- 
tions, a  second  attack  of  ycUow  fever  is  rare,  at  Vera  Cruz  un- 
known, but  in  the  United  Sfates  it  is  not  unoonunon. 

Near  Vera  Cruz,  the  vnmito  never  occurs  higher  up  than  SOSO 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  which  is  exacUy  the  limit  lielow 
which  the  Mexican  oaka  cease  to  grow. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  persons  Dorn  and  brought  up  in  Vera 
Cruz,  are  not  there  subject  to  the  disease.  The  same  is  true  at 
Hnvannah,  with  regard  to  its  inhabitants;  and  yet  the  natives 
of  Havannah  are  sometimes  attacked  with  yeUow  fever  when 
they  visit  Vera  Cruz,  in  August  or  September;  while,  on  the 
contrary,  natives  of  Vera  Cruz  have  dioJ  of  yellow  fever  at  Ha- 
vannah, Jamaica,  and  the  United  States. 

It  is  also  remarkable,  that  the  natives  of  equinoctial  countries, 
such  as  Vera  Cruz  and  iiavannah,  are  not  susceptible  of  yellow 
fever  in  their  own  country,  while,  in  the  more  temperate  climates 
of  North  America,  and  Old  Spain,  the  natives  suflfer  eaualiy  with 
strangers.  The  whites  and  metis^  who  inhabit  the  elevated  in- 
terior of  Mexico,  especially  the  muleteers  and  recruits,  suffer  more 
from  yellow  fever  than  strangers  who  arrive  by  sea,  probably 
from  experiencing  a  more  suoden  change  of  temperature. 

In  the  most  sickly  season,  the  shortest  stay  in  Vera  Cruz  is 
sufficient  to  excite  the  disease  in  strangers.  Inhabitants  of  the 
city  of  Mexico  going  to  Europe,  generally  remain  at  Xalapa  un- 
til the  very  moment  of  the  vessel  sailing;  set  out  in  the  middle  of 
the  night,  and  are  carried  through  Vera  Cruz  in  a  litter  to  the 
boat  waiting  for  them  at  tlie  Mole ;  and  yet  these  often  die  of 
yelU)w  fever  in  a  few  days :  And  in  like  manner  Europeans,  "who, 
on  their  arrival,  find  litters  prepared  to  carry  them  up  to  Poxyte, 
do  not  always  escape. 

At  Vera  Cruz,  the  yelk)w  fever  generally  lasts  longer  than  six 
or  seven  days ;  and  deaths  in  the  course  of  M  or  40  hours  are 
very  rare  ;  whereas  in  Old  Spain,  cases  have  terminated  &taUy 
in  6  or  7  hours.  The  mortality  is  always  greatest,  when  several 
ships  of  war,  and  many  merchant  vessels  arrive  at  the  same  time 
in  summer :  thus  the  cruel  epidemic  of  1794,  followed  upon  the 
arrival  of  three  men  of  war. 

Although  the  vomiio  at  first  indicates  an  asthenic  dialbesisy 
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blood- letting  is  considered  dangerous  at  Vera  Cruz,  the  passage 
from  synocna  to  typhus  is  so  rapid.  In  the  commencement 
of  the  disease,  minoratives,  bathing,  iced  water,  sorbets,  and  o* 
ther  debilitating  remedies  are  preferred  ;  but  when,  to  speak  in 
the  langtiage  ot  Brown,  whose  system,  it  appears,  has  excited 
more  etithuaiasm  in  Mexicoi,  than  in  any  part  of  Europe,  the 
indirect  debility  manifests  Itself,  the  most  powerful  stimuli  are 
given  with  great  success,  such  as  more  than  an  hundred  drops  of 
sulpharic  ether,  and  60  or  70  drops  of  laudanum,  every  hour. 
Cinchona  has  not  been  so  successful  in  Vera  Cruz,  as  in  the 
West  fiidies  and  Spain,  and  the  mercurial  treatment,  though 
frequently  tried^  has  been  very  generally  abandoned.  JtVicticna 
with  olive  oil  have  been  more  successful. 

The  yellow  fever  appears  at  distant  but  irregular  periods. 
The  epidemic  of  1762,  is  the  first  on  record^  which,  however^ 
does  not  go  back  more  than  half  a  century.  It  continued  to 
appear  every  year  until  1776,  after  which  it  did  not  return  till 
17U4,  although  during  ail  the  intermediate  years,  the  concourse 
of  foreign  saibrs  was  very  great.  Since  1794,  it  Itas  prevailed 
whenever  the  north  trade*  wind  ceases  to  blow.  Meteorological 
oliservations  have,  as  yet,  Uirown  no  light  upon  these  periooicai 
cpideinictt. 

Angustura.    BonjJandia  tri/bliaia* 

We  arte  always  pleased  when  the  discovery  of  the  source  of 
any  articles  of  the  Materia  Media^  lessens  our  ignorance  of  the 
instruments  of  our  art.  The  axigustura  bark,  since  its  introduc* 
tioii  into  medicine,  haa  given  rise  to  many  ialae  conjectures.  It 
has  been  ascribed  to  the  bmcea  ferruginea,  which  grows  in  Abys« 
sinia,  and  to  the  magnolia  gkuca,  which  is  not  found  in  any 
part  of  South  America.  Humboldt  and  Bonpland  were  lucky 
enough  to  meet  with  it  at  St  Thomas^  in  New  Guayana,  in  J  una 
1800.  They  perceived  that  it  bekmieed  to  an  undescribed  genus ; 
and  having  sent  a  specimen  of  it  to  Professor  Wiildenow  of  Ber- 
lin, he  described  it  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Berlin  Academy  for 
1802,  and  named  it,  in  honour  of  its  discoverer,  Bonplainlia  $ 
which  name  has  been  retained  by  our  travellers  in  their  magni* 
ficent  work,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  as  established. 
From  the  PUuitte  Equifwctiules,  Vol.  II.  p.  59,  we  quote  the  fol- 
lowing  description : 

BoNPLANDfA.  Pentandria  monogynia,  Un.  Ordo  Batttrali% 
Quassia,  Jass. 
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Character  genericus. 

{Willd,  Monogr.  in  Act  Acad.  Berolin.  ann.  1802. — p.  24.) 

Calyx :  perianthium  monophyllunii  campanulatum,  persistens, 
toroentosum,  laciniis  ovatis,  obtusis.  Corolla  quinquepetak, 
tubulosa,  petalis  lanceolatis,  obtusis,  coriaceis,  extas  tomentosis, 
margine  cohaerentibus,  et  coroUam  monopetalam,  pentaffonam 
xnentientibus.  Nectarium  duplex ;  glandulae  quinqite  obuMigK, 
obtusse;  et  squamae  totidem  truncates  pubescentes,  glandulis 
dictis  cinctas,  ad  basim  germinis.  Stamina:  filamenta  qoinque 
lineari-lanceolata,  basi  parum  dilatata,  infra  medium  petalorum 
inserta ;  antherae  lineares,  versatiles.  Pistillum :  germina  quin- 
que  coalita ;  stylus  filiformis,  staminibus  brevior  $  stigmata  quin- 
que  oblonga,  obtusa,  crassa,  conniventia.  Pericarpium :  capsuhe 
quinque,  coalitae,  uniloculares,  monospermae^  bivalves.  Semen 
ovatum.  ** 

The  Bonplandia  is  a  native  of  South  America,  and  freqaent  in 
the  woods  near  Carouy,  and  Alta  Gracia.  It  grows  to  the  beij^t 
of  from  sixty  to  eighty  feet,  of  an  elegant  and  majestic  form.  Its 
trunk  is  straight  and  cylindrical.  The  bark  is  only  one  or 
two  lines  in  thickness,  and  is  sometimes  cracked  externally. 
The  wood  is  of  a  clear  yellow  colour,  dense^  and  susceptible 
of  a  polish  like  boxwood.  The  brai^ches  are  alternate,  the  low- 
er horizontal,  the  upper  more  upright.  The  bark  of  the  young- 
er branches  is  of  a  fine  green  colour,  dotted  with  greyish  tuber- 
cles. The  leaves  are  evergreen,  alternate,  composed  of  three 
leafits,  one  or  two  feet  in  length,  the  middle  one  being  one-sixth 
longer  than  the  lateral  ones,  supported  on  a  common  foot-stalk 
ten  or  eleven  inches  long.  The  leaves,  when  fresh,  exhale  an  ex- 
tremelv  agreeable  aromatic  odour.  The  corymbus  is  torniiDai, 
about  fourteen  or  eighteen  inches  long,  having  afoot-stalk  of  near- 
ly the  same  length  with  that  of  the  leaves,  and  composed  of  al- 
ternate twigs,  bearing  each  from  three  to  six  flowers. 

In  its  botanical  character,  the  Bonplandia  approaches  most 
nearly  to  quassia,  but  is  sufficiently  distinguished  bv  the  insertion 
of  its  stamina  into  the  petals,  and  by  the  petals  cohering  at  their 
basis,  resembling  a  monopetalous  corolla. 

The  name  Angusiura  bark,  is  derived  from  the  Spanish  de- 
nomination cascarilla  or  corteza  del  Aiigosttiva.  From  the  very 
considerable  contraction  of  the  Orinoco  near  Guayana,  the  towr^ 
of  St  Thomas  is  vulgarly  called  La  Afigostura^  the  straits,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  correct  to  write  Cortex  Atigustura  or  Augtisite^ 
as  has  been  done,  under  the  false  supposition  that  the  bark  canic 
from  the  town  of  St  Augustin  in  Florida. 
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The  Bonplandia  trifoliata,  which  has  the  form  of  the  cacao 
tree,  seems  to  belong,  like  the  Myristica  otoba,  Bertholeiia  and 
Ceroxylon,  to  those  groups  of  vduable  plants  which  Natur*'  has 
confined  within  a  very  small  extent  of  country.  It  is  chiefly 
found  to  the  south  of ,  the  lower  Orinoco,  in  the  missions  of 
Carouy,  inhabited  by  the  Caribbs,  28  leagues  east  from  Angos- 
tura. It  is  frequent  iii  the  fine  (orcbts  aroiind  Villa  de  UpatUf 
AUa  GraciOf  and  Copapui^  between  the  rivers  Curouy  and  Upatu, 
but  five  or  six  leagues  distant  from  the  right  bank  of  the  Carouy. 
The  bark  is  an  article  of  conunerce  at  8aint  Thomas,  Carouy, 
and  Trinidad.  Bonpland  also  found  it  among  the  plants  of  tfie 
gulpb  of  Santa  Fe,  between  Cumana  and  New  Barcelona. 

The  Catfllonian  capuchins  who  possess  the  missions  of  Carouy, 
prepare  with  great  care  an  extract  of  augosLura  bark,  which 
ihey  distribute  io  the  convents  of  Catalonia. 

The  Bonplandia  is  uhfortiinately  indicated  oh  the  tahlcan  be- 
longing to  Humboldt's  geography  of  plants,  under  the  title  of 
Ciisparia  Febrifugja^  which  has  led  the  London  college  into  a  false 
nomenclature.  It  must  not  bs  confounded  with  the  Cuspa  or 
&!:>€  Cinchona  of  Cumaiia,  which  has  altefnate  leaves. 


VOL.  y^n.  NO.  29; 


{     S2     ) 


Jan. 


PART   II. 

CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


I. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Principal  Diseases  of  Dublin.  By  Martik 
TuoMY,  M.D.T.C.D.  and  Fdlow  of  the  King  and  Queen's 
College  of  Physicians  in  Ireland.  8vo.  pp.  S99.  Dublin, 
1810. 

SOME  of  the  most  important  contributions  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  naturalist,  the  antiquary,  and  the  historian,  m;^  to  be 
found  in  those  local  histories  of  towns  and  districts,  compiled  up- 
on  the  spot  by  a  resident  inquirer,  to  whom  all  the  traditions  and 
records  connected  with  it,  as  well  as  the  physical  circunastances 
of  the  place,  had  become  famiKar  from  long  and  repeated  obser- 
vation. In  like  manner,  the  endemic  histories  of  the  human  con- 
stitution, if  we  may  so  speak,  the  local  varieties  of  health  and 
disease,  are  extremelv  interesting  to  the  pathologist ;  inasmuch 
as  they  tend  to  elucidate  in  parUcular  the  causes  of  diseases,  to 
show  the  influence  of  various  physical  and  moral  agents  on  the 
living  body,  and  to  enable  us,  therefore,  to  adopt  a  system  of  pre- 
ventive measures,  which  may  often  supersede  the  pains  apd  dan- 
Sirs  of  disease,  and  the  more  uncertain  expedients  employed  for 
e  purpose  of  cure.  This,  however,  implies  a  concomitant  ac- 
count of  what  has  been  called  the  medical  topography  of  the 
place  referred  to,  as  well  as  a  history  of  the  seasons  during 
which  the  diseases  occurred. 

On  perusing  the  title-page  of  this  book,  the  reader  will  pro- 
bably expect  that'he  is  about  to  meet  with  such  a  history.  But, 
like  ourselves,  he  will  be  doomed  'to  suffer  the  disappointment 
of  finding  only  a  general  systematic  treatise  on  some  of  the  most 
common  disorders  of  the  human  frame,  in  every  quarter  of  the 
globe,  without  any  reference  to  the  local  circumstances  under 
which  they  appear :  so  that  it  might  equally  serve  for  a  treatise 
on  th^  principal  diseases  of  Moscow,  Geneva,  or  Amsterdam,  «s 
•n  those  of  the  metrojioliB  of  Ireland.     He  wiU  observe  this  ex- 
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cepUoD,  howerer,  to  its  application  to  the  places  just  mentioned, 
that  several  of  the  ordinary  maladies  of  those  places  are  not  to  be 
found  in  this  treatise :  the  snudl-pox,  for  example,  the  croup, 
hydrooqphalas,  epilepe^,  diabetes,  the  diseases  of  the  kidneys, 
bladder  and  heart,  coKc,  diarrhoea^  gout,  erysipelas,  hysteria, 
piles,  hydrophobia,  scrofula,  insanity,  &e.  &c.  are  not  described 
amoDff  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin.  The  gout,  indeed,  is 
casually  alluded  to,  once  or  twice,  in  its  irregular  forms ;  and 
eiysipdas  is  used  as  the  appellation  of  a  disease,  which  differs 
not  less  from  erysipelas  in  its  appearance  and  progress,  than 
from  small-pox ;  viz.  the  zona^  or  shingles :  but  oi  the  other  dis« 
esses  just  specified,  we  find  no  notice  whatever. 

If  it  be  difiicult  to  discover  any  reason  for  the  omission  of 
these  ordinary,  but  important  maladies  from  the  catalogue ;  it  is 
Dot  more  easy  to  account  for  the  arrangement  of  those  which  are 
selected  for  description.  It  woold  aunost  seem  that  they  have 
been  put  together  by  the  printer,  as  tlic  separate  essays  happened 
to  lie  in  the  author'sport- folio,  ratlier  than  from  any  principle 
of  connexion.  Dr  Tuomy  be^nns,  indeed,  by  telling  us|  that 
he  has  adopted  a  new  classification,  by  arranging  under  the  head 
of  bilious  diseases  a  number  of  disordersSwhich  "  are  far  differ- 
ently arranged  in  systematic  works  $ ''  namely,  bilious  fever,  in- 
flammation of  the  fiver,  jaundice,  cholera,  dyspepsia,  and  dysen- 
tery. But  the  work  proceeds,  without  any  intimation,  where 
the  bilious  class  is  concluded,  and  a  new  class  begun.  Having 
discussed  the  diseases  just  enumerated,  the  author  proceeds  to  in- 
termittent and  typhoid  fevers :  but  between  the  two,  he  places 
dropsy  in  its  three  ordinary  forms.  After  typhus,  he  treats  of 
worms,  and  then  of  catarrh,  influenza,  pneumonia,  and  inflam- 
matory sore-throat.  Next  follow  rheumatism,  acute  and  chro- 
nic, inflammation  of  the  stomach  and  of  the  bowels,  measles, 
and  scarlet-fever.  After  scarlet-fever,  the  gripes,  diarrhoea,  and 
convulsions  of  infancy  are  introduced,  and  followed  by  apoplexy, 
palsy,  asthma,  and  cbincough,  leucorrhoea,  menorrhagia,  and  St 
Vitus's  dance.  To  conclude  the  motley  assemblage,  a  small  col- 
lection of  chronic  cutaneous  diseases  brings  up  the  rear,  and 
completes  the  list  of  **  the  principal  diseases  of  Dublin.  '* 

Our  readers  will  not  expect  that  we  shall  enter  into '  a  syste- 
matic detail  of  tlie  symptoms,  causes,  and  treatment  of  these  or« 
diaary  complaints ;  which  are  here  described  in  the  ordinary 
terms  of  otner  systematic  treatises.  We  shall  call  their  atten- 
tion to  those  subje<^ts  only,  which  possess  some  degree  of  im- 
(Kntance  or  of  novelty. 

One  leading  feature  of  the  work,  is  the  reference  of  a  consi- 
derable number  of  disorders,  both  acute  and  chrohic^  to  a  mor- 
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bid  condition  of  the  secretions  poured  into  the  alimentary  canal ; 
a  source  of  disease  from  whien  the  views  of  practttioners  bad 
been  for  a  long  time  diverted,  by  the  doctrines  of  die  vUal  or 
nervous  pathologists,  and  especially  by  the  plausible  di^eams  of 
Brown,  •but  to  which  a  general  sense  of  the  value  of  observation 
and  induction,  aided  by  the  important  publications  of  Dr  Hamil- 
ton, Mr  Abemethv,  &c.  has  of  late  recalled  the  attention  of  pro- 
fessional men.  Fifteen  or  twenty  years  ago,  when  spasm,  and 
sthenia,  and  asthenia,  were  the  leading  articles  of  our  feith,  an 
intelligent  German  traveller*  expressed  his  surprise,  that  the 
gastric  system  was  almost  entirely  unnoticed  by  the  English  phy- 
sicians :  And  had  the  work  of  Dr  Hamilton  beeir  then  published, 
it  would  probably  have  been  scouted  by  the  iUuminati  in  the 
schools  of  excitability  and  sensorial  power,  as  a  tissue  of  empi- 
rical absurdity,  or  condemned,  by  them,  to  the  same  oblivion  with 
the  observations  of  the  practical  German.  What  our  author  has 
said  upon  this  subject,  seems  to  be  partly  the  result  of  personal 
experience ;  but,  as  he  scarcely  ever  condescends  to  name  or  re- 
fer to 'any  other  writer,  and  never  quotes  the  page,  chapter,  or 
even  title  ijf  an\  work,  it  is  not  easy  to  collect  how  much  is  bor- 
rowed. We  think,  however,  that  he  is  far  from  being  discrimi- 
native in  his  ggicralizations,  or  very  accurate  in  his  diagnostics. 

He  commences  with  an  enumeration  of  the  following  symp- 
toms, as  common  to  all  **  the  bilious  and  hepatic  diseases  of 
Dublin :  "  namely,  pain  and  fulness,  with  some  soreness  tm  pres- 
sure, in  the  alxlomen,  especially  in  the  epigastrium  and  hypo- 
chondria ;  flatulence ;  bitterness  of  the  mouth  ;  loaded  tongue, 
of  all  shades  from  a  light  yellow  to  a  dark  brown  or  black  ;  nau- 
sea ;  salk>w  or  yellowish  tinge  of  the  complexion  and  eyes ;  want 
of  appetite ;  irregularity  of  bowels,  which  are  most  commonly 
costive,  .but  sometimes  there  is  a  scanty  purging,  with  tenesmus ; 
sighing,  which,  he  affirms,  is  commonly  the  precursor  of  a  critical 
eruption  on  the  skin,  especially  of  a  miKary  kind ;  and  vertigo, 
which  often  amounts  \o  violent  headach. 

His  description  of  the  symptoms  of  bilious  fever  is  neither  full 
nor  very  discriminative :  but  some  of  his  remarks  on  the  method 
of  cure,  and  especially  on  the  operation  of  purgative  medicines, 
accord  so  accurately  with  what  we  have  often  witnessed,  that  we 
cannot  doubt  that  th6y  are  the  result  of  actual  investigation. 
After  premising  that  the  principal  object  of  medicine  consists  in 
removing  the  acrid  contents  of  the  bowds,  atad  correcting  the 
morbid  secretions ;  in  relieving  topical  distress ;  and  in  suppying 

*  Mr  Fifcher.     See  Annals  of  Medicine,  vol.  L  p.  67* 
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the  patient  with  liffht  nourisbnient,  diluting  drink,  and  pure  air, 
and  maintaining  deanliness ;  he  says, 

*^  The  puFgaUves  must  be  steadily  pertetered  in  throughout  the 
complaint ;  tor  it  is  upon  them  we  must  principally  rely  for  Miccest: 
and  as  the  accumulation  of  foul  matter  in  the  alimentary  canal  it  con- 
stantly and  copiously  produced  ;  so  there  is  no  disease  in  which  the 
free  and  regular  use  of  purgatives  causes  less  distress,  or  gives  more 
uniform  relief.  It  frequently  happens,  that  from  the  operation  of  a 
purgatiye,  a  large  quantity  of  foul  excrements  comes  away;  and  yet 
in  ten  or  twelve  hours  after,  there  is  another  large  evacuation,  so  as 
often  to  cause  great  surprise  how  so  much  could  be  generated  in  so 
short  a  time ;  and  these  copious  and  foul  evacuations  continue  for 
several  successive  days  without  inducing  proportionable  weakness;  but 
on  the  contrary  they  procure  great  ^itigatimi  of  the  symptoms:  even 
delicate  and  young  females  are  relieved,  without  being  exhai|8ttd,  by 
these  evacuations.  ** 

These  copkMis  discharges  of  muddy,  or  pitchy,  and  ofiensive 
stook,  iBcteed,  are  often  such  as  to  excite  the  astonishment  of  the 
patient  himself,  and  his  attendants;  who  express  their  **  wonder, 
whence  aM  the  matter  can  come: "  for  it  very  iinr  exceeds  the  quaa^ 
tity  of  the  iagesta,  both  liquid  and  solid.  And  so  far  from  pro^ 
duciagweakneiB,  we  have  often  observed  with  pleasure  the  renews 
al  of  strength  which  these  evacuations  occasion,  when  a  languor 
and  depresiian  of  the  aniraai  powers,  even  to  fiiinting,  had  pre^^ 
vioufily  existed.  But  we  have  likewise  reniarked,  that  as  soon  as 
the  alvine  excretions  have  assomed  a  naturd  appearance,  a  much 
smaftev  evacuation  has  actually  produced  a  considerable  n»duction 
of  the  strength.  The  author  hae^  pci^aps,  not  snffieienly  presid- 
ed upon  the  attention  of  his  readers  the  necessity  of  carefully 
inspecting  the  alvine  discharges;  which  affords  the  best,  or  in- 
deed  the  principal  index,  as  to  the  regulation  of  the  purgative 
medicine.  He  judiciously  observes,  however,  that  **  it  is  remark* 
able  that  we  are  disappointed  of  any  substantial  improvement  in 
the  state  of  our  patient,  whilst  the  dark  fieces  remain  behind, 
notwithstanding  the  quantity  of  the  evacuations  procured. "  p.  9* 

**  In  the  exhibition  of  medicine  to  produce  those  desirable  chan- 
ges, **  he  states,  **  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that  some  purgatives  will 
pass  through  t^e  bowels  wich  the  effect  of  causing  repeated  and  li- 
quid stools;  but  will  leave  the  greatest  part  of  the  sordes  behind 
them,  (of  this  I  have  seen  several  instancei) ;  so  that  an  appropriate 
cadiartic  exhibited  immediately  after  this  liquid  purging,  shall  bring 
away  copious  stools  of  fetid,  dark,  and  solid  excrements.  The  ad- 
vanuge  of  selecting  the  effectual  purgatives,  and  of  avoiding  that  in* 
jadicious  use  of  any  medicine,  because  it  has  the  name  of  a  purge,  I 
conceive  it  necessary  to  enforce;  because  I  believe  the  practice  of  re- 
sorting to  purgatives  indiscriminately  has  often  converted  into  a  lin- 
gering diseasci  that  which  might  bave  been  cured  in  three  or  four 
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days ;  and  has  not  unfrequently  been  the  means  of  sapping  awaj  a 
large  portion  of  valuable  health.  "     p.  7. 

With  these  observations,  practitioners  in  general  will  conicide, 
as  well  as  in  the  preference  given  to  calomel,  combined  with 
rhubarb  or  jalap,  as  the  purgative  most  to  be  depended  upon,  in 
the  first  instance,  and  also  in  recommending  the  junction  of  an 
opiate  with  the  mercurial,  in  the  case  of  irritability  or  tenesmus 
in  the  bowels.  The  various  expedients  directed  to  be  employed 
for  the  removal  of  urgent  symptoms,  are,  on  the  whole,  judici- 
ous. But,  "  in  the  phrenitic  or  violent  dplirium,  "  (which,  by 
the  way,  is  not  veir  common  in  a  mere  bilious  fever  in  this  coun- 
try), we  are  satisned  that  the  section  of  the  temporal  artery  is 
infinitely  more  efficacious,  and  less  equivocal  in  its  benefits,  than 
bleeding  from  the  arm,  98  our  author  advises.  It  affords  us  a 
much  more  effectual  control  over  the  morbid  circulation  in  the 
.head;  and,  therefore,  at  once  subdues  the  phrenitic  state ;  and, 
by  superseding  the  necessity  of  repeating  the  detraction  of  blood, 
is  ultimately  a  saving  of  the  strength  of  the  patient  Of  this  we 
liave  seen  some  examples  in  this  country;  and  the  testimony  of 
the  late  ingenious  Dr  Irvine,  in  regard  to  the  success  of  the 
practice  in  the  fevers  of  Sicily,  tends  strongly  to  establish  the 
fact,  t 

In  the  observations  under  the  head  of  hepatitis,  we  find  a  con- 
siderable degree  of  confusion.  For  not  only  are  the  symptoms 
of  acute  and  chronic  hepatitis  intermixed;  but  the  enlargement, 
scirrhosity,  and  tuberculated  state  of  the  liver,  are  included  un- 
der the  same  head.  From  this  confusion,  perhaps,  originated 
some  of  the  following  observations. 

'*  Hepatitis  most  commonly  attacks  old  persons^  those  of  irritable 
and  relaxed  constitutions,  those  who  are  much  addicted  to  the  use  of 
spirituous  and  fermented  liquors,  persons  of  indolent  and  sedentary 
habits,  and  who  indulge  freely  in  the  use  of  tea  and  ctxffee  :  Hence 
ivomen  frequently  suffer  from  liver  diseases,  in  consequence  of  their 
Isedentary  habits,  and  of  their  excessive  indulgence  in  the  use  of  these 
slow  poisons,  tea  and  coffee,  "  &c.     p.  30. 

But  the  observations  on  erysipelas  (which  is  casually  mention- 
ed under  the  head  of  hepatitis)  betray  an  extraordinary  want  of 
accuracy  or  of  inattention.  We  are  told,  that  ^  in  hepatitis, 
erysipelas  will  seize  upon  different  parts  of  the  surface :  some- 
times it  fixes  upon  the  leg  or  arm  ;  sometimes  it  imperfectly  en- 
circles the  trunk  below  the  hypochondria,  in  the  form  called  zotta 
fgjtea,  and  it  is  then  of  the  papularif  kind,  "  &c.  (p.  40.)  Now, 
it  is  indisputable,  that  the  zona  is  never  papular,  but  always  vest* 
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ndar ;  that  it  is  never  **  dangerous, "  or  *aooorapanied  with 
^*  serere  inflammatory  symptoms, "  or  '*  a  hard  pulse, "  or  re- 
quires either  ^  free  Jbleeding,  or  brisk  purging ; "  and  that,  to 
consider  it  as  the  result  of  hepatic  disease,  is  bilious  hypothesis  at 
its  climax.  The  author,  indeed,  only  afBrms  that  he  had  seen  it 
iriee  accompanied  with  disease  of  the  lirer  $  whereas,  we  have 
seen  it  in  numerous  instances,  where  no  one  symptom  of  such 
disease  was  present 

The  same  biiimis  and  mercurial  prejudices  (for  they  usualfy  go 
together)  lead  our  author  to  consider  the  external  use  of  merpu« 
ry,  by  friction,  as  the  remedy  ^*  chiefly  to  be  relied  on  in  jaun- 
dice ;  '*  a  piece  of  hypothesis,  which  is  neither  plausible  in  itself, 
nor  supported  by  experience.  This  is  his  loja^c.  Biliarv  calculi 
sre  only  formed,  when  the  secretion  of  the  bik  is  unhealthy  j  but 
biliary  calculi  are  the  most  common  causes  of  jaundice :  ergo  W0 
should  endeavour  to  restore  the  healthy  action  of  the  liver  in 
order  to  remove  jaundice.  Admitting  the  first  member  of  the 
propof ition,  however,  the  only  legitimate  inference  to  which  it 
leads,  is,  that  restoring  the  heal£v  secretion  of  the  bile  would 
p-eveni  ibe  fiuther  formation  of  calculi :  But  it  is  obvious,  that 
the  first  step  towards  the  aire  of  jaundice  consists  in  removing 
from  the  common  duct  the  calculi  already  formed,  and  obstruct* 
ing  its  passage.  But  when  we  consider  the  lesson  of  experience, 
that  jaundice  is  firequently  cured,  ciiOf  tutd,  et  jttcunde^  by  a 
parge  or  two,  the  recommendation  of  trifling  with  external  fric* 
tion,  or  impregnating  the  system  with  mercur^r  as  a  solvent  of 
gallstones,  as  the  sheet  anchor  in  the  cure  of  jaundice,  surely 
merits  our  animadversion.  The  recommendation  of  mercury, 
carried  to  the  extent  of  causing  a  salivation,  in  cases  of  old  dysen^ 
ttry^  where  the  lining  membrane  of  the  intestines  is  already  or- 
ganically diseased  (p.  69.),  is  another  spice  of  the  same  delectable 
hypothesis,  of  the.  same  general  devotion  to  this  new  god  of 
pfiyac^  before  which  modern  empiricbm  bows  down  and  wor«* 
ships  with  a  blind  adoration.  But  our  author  does  not  stop 
here :  for  under  the  head  of  indigeuion^  we  find  that  calomel  is 
the  grand  object  of  his  eulogium.  '*  I  have  tried  a  large  cata- 
logue of  absorbents, "  he  ^Is  us — *'  bitters ;  aromatics ;  and 
chalybeates,  generally  ordered  in  cases  of  this  sort ;  and  I  am 
inclined  to  beueve,  that  a  steady  adherence  to  this  method  will 
cure  more  cases  of  dyspepsia,  than  all  those  medicines  together, 
without  mercury.  ^  (p.  79.) 

The  tendency  of  such  sweeping  recommendations  of  an  active 
medicine  is,  to  encourage  a  dangerous  empiricism :  to  teach  men, 
both  in  and  out  of  the  profession,  to  resort  to  a  supposed  pana- 
cea, and  to  dispense  with  the  trouble  of  investigating  symptoms, 
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^||iep  ^crimination  is  necessary  for  safetj^ ;  ^n^  to  ippipress  t]/ffai 
with  a  notion,  t^iat  when  the  name  of  a  disease  is  learnt,  tie  re- 
medy is  obvious.  And  this  is  th^  more  to  be  apprehended  &om 
a  book,  which,  from  uniting  the  vernacular  with  techn^ical  p^rase- 
olog}',  seepis  intended  for  popul^ir  pprusaL 

The  rest  of  the  diseases,  which  are  ^i^ere  trqatod  of,  afibrd  no 
particular  occasion  ibr  remark,  which,  woulcj  justi^'  ^he  length- 
ening of  this  article  by  dwelling  upon  them.     In  genciraly  they, 
are  discussed  in  a  respectable,  b^t  commonplaci^^  manner,  tend- 
ing neither  to  inform  the  ]ear;ied,  nor  to  mislead  the  ignonmt. 
On  Dr  T/s  account  of  cutaneous  erup^on^J  however,  W9.  slij^ 
pause  a  vi^hile.     Ijie  avows  t;hat  be  has  described  them  without 
any  attention  to  system ;  *^  because,  as  far  as  he  ba^  Ve^i^  able  ^o 
ascertain,  there  has  not  been  any  classificatipji  9?  tljicm  which 
<^ould  tend  to  introduce  sounder  practice,  tl,^ough  it  ^u^ij^t  assist 
to  facilitate  tl|e  description  of  their  symptyn^s,"  (^re£  vii,),   But, 
we  think,  this  very  reason  includes  an  inconsiste^fcy :  fpr  what- 
ever tends  to  introduce  discrimination  into  prai^ticf ,  and  to  £ici- 
litate  the  dis^osis  of  diseases,  tends  surely  to  establish  the  me* 
thods  of  cure  upop  more  clear  and,  certain  groundf^  andit  appears 
to  us,  that  this  d^eficiency  of  discrimination  ha&  ijtselx  b^a  tlic 
principal  cause  of  the  impei'fect  condition  pf  this  department  of 
the  healing  art.     At  the  same  time,  tlic  dcjjcriptions,  given  by  Dr 
Tuomy,  are  themselves  happily  illustrative  of  the  uselpssness  of 
such  histories,  where  all  system  is  discarded.     If  or  eitlier  the  dis- 
eases, which  he  delineates,  are  peculiar  to  Dublin  ;.  or  thqy  are  so 
imperfectly  depicted,  that  we  do  not  recognize  pi^r  old  acquaint- 
ances.    He  speaks  of  **  distinct  scabby  sores  of  adults,  "  ailjscting 
the!,  thighs,  buttocks,  and  lower  extremities,  and.occurring  in  re- 
spectable ranks  of  life,  which  are  not  the  itch,  bu^,  lil^e  it,  are  pro- 
pagated by  contagion  ;  and  alto  of  **  pustular  eruption^  of  diild- 
rcn,  "  otherwise  healthy,  and  among  the  better  class  of.  people, 
which  spread  over  tlie  whole  body,  leaving, 'in, many  instances, 
DO  part  of  the  surface,  not  evqn  the  5calp  or  the  spies  uC  t^ie.  feet, 
free.     In  the  latler^  when  the  cuticle  is  abraded,  cru^jLs  are  form- 
ed, by  the  matter  oozing  from  the  pustples^  wliich  spread,  thick 
over  the  surface  of  the  body,  on  the  face,  behind  the  ears,  and  at 
length  oyer  the  hairy  scalp,  &c.;  on  many  parts  forming  running 
ulcers.     With  a  cotUagicus  eruption  in  adults,  like  the  fornicr  of 
these,  we  are  altogether  unacquainted  :  and  we  suspect  that  the 
latter,  in  children,  is  an  eruption  of  the  pustules,  called  Jaii  bj^ 
ijie  older  writers,  and  which  on  the  scaljj  produces  one  or  two  of 
the  varieties  of  porrigo,  or  scald-head.     Dr  Tuomy  recoramendi> 
nearly  the  same  treatment  for  these  pifj^tules  on  the  head,  as  for 
tliedry  encru&ted  tinea  j  viz.  frequent  shaving,  a  spirituous  lotion, 
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u^^  ^M  oktmeot  of  black  pepper :  in  whiph,  we  think,  there  is 
an  obviops  d^ficieocy  of  practical,  aa  well  as  of  systematic  dis- 
crimination. For  $ur^ly  a^  discharging  aad  irritable  surface  wiH 
not  i^^uirey  or  even  bear,  the  same  ^tiaiulant  treatment,  which 
a  4j7  ^^^  niirritable  pf\rt  demands. 

4he  last  disease  which  our  <^Utbor  describes,  is  a  dangerous^ 
tho^MU^  not  a  frequent  afi^ectiim  of  chikh*ep,  which  *is  caikd 
^i  HY^ite  blisters  "  ap^  **  burnt  holes,  "  in  different  parts  of  Ire- 
Ifind.  Hf  X^omy  acknowledges  that  his  account  is  taken  from 
a  work  of  Dr  Stokes ;  but  he  never  infor^As  us  of  tlie  title  of 
thf  t  work,  or  makes  any  specific  reference  to  it.  He  considers 
it  as  s^yiied  to  Peinpbijgus,  The  dise^ue  begins  with  the  appear- 
ance of  vesicles,  about  the  i'izc  of  a  pea,  which,  in  the  course  of 
two  or  three  days,  burst  and  discharge  a  thin  oiTeusive  fluid. 
The  vesicles  become  confluent,  and  spreading  ulcers  ensue,  with 
a  remarkable  fetor,  and  livid  edges,  and  a  very  copious  dis« 
charge.  The  patient  dies  about  the  10th  or  l2Lh  daj'.  Carrot 
pouittces,  in  a  state  of  fermentation  ;  ointments  made  with  the 
juice  of  the  plant  scrophularia ;  yeast  internally,  and  laxatives 
are  roooaimeoded  by  Dr  Stokes :  and  our  author  adds,  that  ca- 
lomel should  form  a  part  of  the  purgatives — ^the  never  to  be  ftn-- 
gotten  calomel ! — We  should  be  disposed  to  anticipate  benefit 
&om  cordials  and  Improved,  dietj  for  it  has  appeared  to  us,  that 
tbe§e  vesicular  febrile  diseases  are  generally  much  conticcted  with 
impaired  nutrition,  or  unwholesome  food ;  the  oiFects  of  which 
wiij.  of  course  be  aggravated  by  da^p  and  un<pieanly  babitation>^, 
ijraut  of  ventilation,  personal  cleanliness,  and  the  otlier  depres- 
sif^  circumstances  to  which  th^  children  of  th/s  poor  (among 
whom  this  affection  principally  occurs)  are  exposed.  \Vc  have 
pccasippiJIy  se^n  Instances  of  these  vehicular  diiiouses  in  children 
in  this  country,  which  were  connected  with  bad  habit  and  im- 
periect  feeding,  and  yielded  t^  ql^alybeates  aiui  other  tonica, 
with  generous  diet. 

Dr  Tuomy  lias  thrown  a  variety  o^fornndijo  into  an  appendix, 
tp  the  i^uja^Iier.  of  107,  to  which  he  refers  in  the  body  of  the 
^ork;  apdy  fpr  th^  benefit  of  tjbpse  who  do  not  understa/id  Latin, 
he  h^s  anoesoMl  a^  English  translation  ii>  an  opposite  column. 
Neither  bis  Latin,  however,  i>or  his  English  ar^  characterized  by 
elegance,  and  not  always  by  cprrectncss.  In  directing  *'  two 
tea-spoonfuls  to  be  taken  ibr,  a  dose,  and  repeated  every  ten 
minutes,  ifupl  the  desired  eflcct  be  produced,  "  he  writes  ^^  sn* 
mat  cochlearia  duo  parva  et  repetat  decern  quilmsqiie  mmulis  ad 
effectunu  "  (No.  107.)— Xhe  ad  ejrclum  is  a  very  favourite  phrase. 
Hf^  talks  of  cochleare  medium^  meaning  modicum  ;  and  has  in- 
vented a  new  ablative  case  for  j^ondusj  namely  jjojuIo.  (No.  30.) 
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Among  several  incorrect  English  phrases,  we  may  mention  the 
fbUowing — "  It  had  therefore  better  to  be  premised.  "  (p.  167.) 
A  bed-room,  "  with  a  iSre  occasionaJly  light  in  it.  **  (209.) — 
{^leaking  of  fever,  he  says,  **  in  pregnancy,  when  seUom  it  oc* 
eurSf  it  is  extremely  dangerous,  "  ( 1 37.) ;  and  tells  us,  that  p" 
tients  8h9uld  not  be  violently  r«trained,  •*  in  cases  of  greaty 
to  get  out  (f  bed.  "  (150.) — with  several  other  expressions,  whic 
seem  to  be  the  offspring  of  carelessness,  or  defective  knowled^ 
of  the  structure  of  the  language,  or  of  a  wish  to  acciimmodate  hit 
phraseology  to  vulgar  reisers. 


II. 

* 
Disquisitions  in  the  History  of  Medicine;  Part  Firsts  exhibiting  a 

new  of  Physic^  as  observed  tojlourish  during  remote  Periods  in 

Europe  and  the  East.    By  Richard  Millar,  M.D.  Lecturer 

on  Materia  Medica  in  the  University  of  Glasgow.    Svo.    E- 

dinburgh,  1811. 

THIS  work  presents,  in  an  instructive  and  convincing  form,  the 
facts  and  arguments  long  since  scattered  over  the  surface  of 
medical  literature,  by  travellers  and  historians  of  physic;  and  it 
furnishes,  from  foreign  and  unfrequented  sources  of  inteUigenoe, 
as  well  as  from  the  author's  own  reflections,  some  new  views  of 
the  subject.  Dr  MiDar  undertakes  to  commemorate  the  details 
of  the  system  of  physic,  which  he  tliinks  was  established  by  the 
Brahmans,  at  a  very  remote  era,  in  the  East,  and  to  show  that  a 
remarkable  coincidence  is  to  be  discerned  between  its  precepts, 
and  those  promulgated  of  old  by  the  respective  hierarchies  of 
Iran  (the  old  Assyrian  empire  of  the  Greeks),  and  Egypt.  In 
this  first  part,  he  investigates  the  state  of  physic  in  Greece,  dur- 
ing the  first,  or  traditional  ages,  and  in  Egypt ;  and  in  a  subse- 
quent  volume  he  proposes  to  continue  the  same  path  of  research 
into  the  condition  of^the  healing  art,  such  as  it  may  be  found  to 
have  flourished  in  the  other  two  Oriental  monarchies,  Hindustan 
and  Iran.  A  treatise  on  the  physic  of  the  Jews  will  b^  subjoin- 
ed as  an  Appendix,  if  the  author  meet  with  sufficient  encourage- 
ment to  complete  his  plan,  which  we  hope  he  will,  for  the  sake 
of  the  learning  and  perseverance  which  ne  ba^  displayed.  One 
of  the  fourteen  Retna^s^  or  precious  things,  we  are  told,  which 
among  the  ancient  Indians  their  gods  are  he;lieved  to  have  pro- 
duced by  churning  the  ocean  with  the  mountain  Mandara,  was 
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a  leuned  physician ;  and  it  would  show  a  degenerate  taste,  if 
Bedical  learning  was  not  in  the  pre9ent  age  highly  prized. 

The  obscurity  which  enveloped  the  infancy  of  the  medical 
arty  is  the  same  as  that  which  belongs  to  the  origin  of  all  the 
branches  of  human  knowledge.  Dr  Millar  conjectures  that  the 
materia  roedica  has  just  claims  to  the  supreme  honours  of  anti- 
quity, because  a  knowledge  of  the  salutary  or  noxious  qualities 
of  plants  destined  for  food,  must  have  necessarily  exercised  the 
experience  and  sagacity  of  the  ancestors  of  our  race.  But  it  is 
nowhere  proved,  that  such  a  variety  of  plants  existed  in  the  early 
ages  of  the  world;  and  to  reason  from  the  general  course  of  na- 
ture, it  seems  probable,  that  few  vegetables  only  were  produced 
at  first,  and  those  destined  to  form  a  part  of  tlie  daily  food,  or 
remedies  for  the  diseases  of  mankind. 

The  practice  of  killing  the  inferior  animals  for  food  gave  rise, 
Dr  Millar  thinks,  to  thekuowledge  of  anatomy ;  the  custom  also 
of  sacrificing  human  victims,  so  universally  prevalent  over  the 
ancient  world,  and  the  art  of  embalming,  is  supposed  to  have  led 
to  the  acquirement  of  anatomical  and  surgical  bkill.  But  it  is 
easy  to  perceive,  that  this  must  have  been  very  limited,  if  we 
consider  the  manner  in  which  these  operations  were  performed  : 
And  we  are  disposed  to  consider  the  acquisitions  of  those  nations 
that  precede  the  rise  of  philosophy  and  letters  in  Greece,  as  over- 
rated  by  Dr  Millar  in  regard  to  their  skill  in  dietetics,  and  the 
practice  of  physic  and  surgery.  The  uncivilized  communities  of* 
Polynesia,  America,  and  the  interior  of  Africa,  present  to  us,  at 
the  present  day,  the  picture  of  mankind  in  their  original  state. 
Among  those  tribes  oi  savages,  the  juggler  and  the  physician  arc 
usually  the  same  person  ;  diseases  are  imputed  to  the  immediate 
action  of  supernatural  power ;  consequently  exorcism  is  the  re- 
medy, and  this  is  employed  by  the  priests.  The  Inhabitants  of 
the  South-sea  inlands  are  unacquainted  with  any  means  of  curing, 
or  even  alleviating  the  diseases  which  are  common  amongst  them. 
Tbey  are  cruel  to  their  sick ;  the  sight  of  suflTcring  is  at  all  times 
painful ;  and  when  barbarians  have  no  hope  of  relieving  it,  they 
oftentimes  abandon  the  suiferer,  or  more  mercifully  put  him  to 
death.  The  missionaries  soon  perceived  how  much  to  their  ad* 
vantage  it  would  have  been,  if  they  had  all  been  medical  practi- 
tioners. Dr  Miliar  concludes  his  introduction  with  a  long  and 
learned  note  on  cannibalism,  wherein  he  proves,  from  indisputable 
authorities,  that  this  savage  custom  has  prevailed,  not  only  in 
Africa,  Asia,  and  America,  but  among  the  Gothic  and  Celtip 
races  of  the  British  Isles ;  and  he  quotes  the  celebrated  passage 
from  Jerome  which  describes  a  tribe  of  men- eaters  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Glasgow.     We  shall  quote  the  passage,  and  sub- 
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join  Glbbon^s  paraphrase  or  translation,  which  is  not  a  fittle 
curious,  because  it  contains  a  mistake,  which  ia  no  trifle  for  so 
eminent  a  scholar  to  make. 

*<  Cum  ipse  adolescent iil as  in  Gallia  viderem  Attacottoib  ganftem 
9ntaniiicai|i»  humanis  vesci  carnibus';  et  cum  per  sjlvas  porcorum 
greges  et  armentorum  pecudumque  reperiant,  jmu^ot urn  naiei  €tjemi- 
lifiLrtmpapiUas  solere  ahscindere ;  et  has  solas  ciborum  delicias  arbi- 
tJi9Si\  " — Jerom.  T.  11.  p.  75. 

"  A  valiant  tribe  of  Caledonia,  the  Attacotte,  the  CDeroies  and  after- 
wards the  foldiers  of  Valenlinian,  are  accufed  by  an  eyewitnefs  of  de- 
lighting in  the  taflc  of  human  flefh.  When  they  hunted  the  woods  for 
prey,  it  is  fai,^,  that  they  attacked  the  (hepherd  rather  than  his  flock  ;  and 
that  they  curiowfly  fek-fted  the  moft  delicate  and  brawny  parts  both  of 
males  and  females,  which  they  prepared  for  their  horrid  repafts.  " — Gi  a- 
BON,  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  R.  Empire,  Vol.  ii.  p^ge  531.  4th  edition. 

It  is  amusing  enough  to  observe  the  hind  quarters  of  fettened 
hogs  and  the  dugs  of  sows,  converted  into  the  buttocks  of  shep- 
berds,  and  breasts  of  shepherdesses. 

After  speculating  on  the  history  of  medicine  in  ancient  times, 
Dr  Millar  enters  upon  a  disquisition  on  \\\e  primeval  Chersonese^ 
or  primitive  nations  of  the  world.  He  contends  for  the  early 
civilization  of  Asia,  and  Africa;  and  considers  the  Hindus,  Ira- 
nians, Egyptians,  and  Ethiopians,  as  so  many  separate  branches 
of  ope  and  the  same  individual  race. 

His  argriimcnts  are  founded  on  the  four  following  sources ; 
l,st.  Traditional  and  historical  record  ;  2d,  Identity  oflan^age' 
and  written  character  j  3d,  Conformity  of  religious  and  philoso^ 
phical  opinion ;  4th,  Similitude  of  corporeal  structure. 

As  a  specimen  of  the  rational  and  specific  spirit  of  remark, 
which  pervades  these  disquisitions,  tlie  following  passage  may 
suffice. 

"  It  will  no  doubt  be  deemed  a  bold  propofition  to  aflcrt  that  the  firft 
civilized  of  ou;-  race,  the  common  i«ftru£lors  of  Europe  and  the  world, 
were  originally  a  r.egro  people  ;  yet  the  affirmation  once  made,  arguments 
are  not  wanting  for  its  defence.  That  the  African  Troglodytes  wcie 
regrocs,  no  doubt  can  be  entertained ;  and  that  the  fame  race  at  a  very 
early  period  gathered  the  fruits,  and  cultivated  the  fields  of  India,  briides 
the  common  opinion  of  antiquity  with  whom  Ethiopic  and  Indian  were 
convertible  terms,  may  be  fairly  prefumed  not  only  from  momiment*  of 
fculpture  and  archite6^ure  ftill  exiiling  in  the  country,  but  the  indubitable 
patronymic  marks  ftill  impreffed  upon  the  coHntenances  of  one-portion  of 
its  inhabitants.  The  cudoin  of  framing  ahodea  by  hewing  caverns  out  of. 
the  fides  of  rocks  and  mountains^  mufb  not  be  deemed  a  praAice  peculiar 
to  the  ffaores  of  Africa.  The  fame  fafluon  appears  to  have  pnevailed, 
during  the  moil  remote  era,  in  Hindudap.  Thefe  Troglodyttc  habitations 
fiiil  remain  in  bothcouuttici;  auU  little  doubt  can  be  enteruioed  that  they 
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al]  equally  proceeied  fnDiti  «lie  industry  of  the  some  architects.  In 
primeval  ages,  the  humble  abodes  of  men,  provided  they  be  some* 
what  ornainetited  and  enlarged,  aeem  a  suitable  dwelling  for  the  dt« 
vinity.  (^aYenis,  accordingly,  as  irell  as  among  many  other  nations^ 
appear  evidently  to  hare  constituted  the  first  temples  among  the  Cop^ 
tic  and  Hindu  tribes.  The  negro  features  of  the  oldrst  idol  of  Egypt^ 
the  Sphinx,  have  been  already  noticed;  the  images  which,  by  their  co« 
lossal  size  and  peculiar  workmanship,  excite  so  much  astonishment  in 
the  caves  of  Salsette  and  Elephanta,  discover  uaequivooal  marks  of 
the  same  origin.  Men  form  representations  of  their  gods  in  resem- 
blancie  of  themselves  ;  and  when  ifia  frizzled  hair,  aarrow  forehead^ 
flat  nose,  and  thick  lips,  together  with  the  muscular  limbs  of  these 
figures  are  contemplated,  so  different  in  appearance  from  the  modem 
Hindu,  no  doubt  can  remain  that  the  original  types  were  cither  in- 
digenous or  foreign  negroes.  (Hunter  in  Archa^lojjia,  Vol.  VII. 
301.)  The  images  dug  up  of  late  years  at  Gnya  on  the  Coroman^ 
del  coast,  are  impressed  with  xhe  same  features,  and  evince  that  tha 
negro  race  was  once  diffused  over  the  eastern  no  less  than  the  western 
shores  of  the  Peninsnla.  Upon  these  images,  and  within  these  ex* 
cavations,  have  been  found  various  inscriptions  engraved  in  characters 
at  first  difficult  to  decypher.  Afler  a  diligent  examination,  Sir 
WtDiaiD  Jones  discovered  them  to  be  composed  of  nearly  an  equal 
number  of  Nagari  and  Ethiopic  letters,  another  proof  of  ancient  aC^ 
fiuity  betwixt  the  African  and  Indian  Troglodytes.  (  Works  of  Sir 
William  Jones,  vol.  I.  S27.)  It  maybe  added  here  from  the  same  au- 
thor, that  tht  statues  and  pictures  in  India,  representing  the  Vara- 
havatar  or  incarnation  of  Vishnu  in  form  of  a  boar,  bear  a  strong  re- 
semblance to  the  Hermes  Canis  of  Egypt,  (ib.  80.)  It  was  the  o- 
pinion  of  the  ancients,  that  the  Hindus  difFered  in  no  respect  from 
the  Ethiopians,  except  in  i\\e  straightncss  of  their  hair ;  and  that  thi^ 
change  might  readily  be  effected  by  the  humid  atmosphere  of  India. 
Whatever  objection  the  modern  physiologist  might  start  against  this 
doctrine,  certain  it  rs,  that  the  mountaineers  of  Bengal  and  Bahar, 
even  at  the  present  day,  present  a  countenance  not  distinguished  by 
its  contour  from  the  natives  of  tropical  Africa,  (  Works  of  Sir  William 
Jones,  vol.  i.  31.),  snd  like  the  Shangalla  of  the  Derkin  and  Atabara 
mountains,  may  not  unreasonably  be  deemed  the  feeble  remains  of  the 
Troglodytic  race,  who  once  possessed,  as  an  inheritance  or  colony^ 
the  eastern  extremity  of  the  prii^iordial  Chersonese. ''     p.  88 — 92. 

Volney  fonnd  the  features  of  the  celebrated  Sphinx,  one  of 
the  oldest  monuments  of  Ej^yptian  sculpture^  impressed  with  all 
the  usual  traits  of  the  negro  countenance ;  and  there  can  be  no 
donbt  that  the  original  type  was  the  visage  of  the  antient  natives 
of  Effi^pt.  Thou^  the  engraving  of  the  Sphinx's  head  be  Ethio- 
pian m  Denon's  travels,  it  is  not  so  in  Pococke :  the  former 
probubly  is  the  naost  accurate,  and  therefore  most  to  be  depend- 
ed upon*  In  Pococke's  plate,  the  nose  is  European,  and  the 
other  parts  of  the  bead  and  face  are  negro :  we  are  inclined  to 
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suspect,  the  drawing  wa^  made  from  an  old  Egyptian  head  hi 
the  British  museum ,  in  which  the  nose  is  evidently  modem. 
In  describing  the  esculent  roots  of  the  primeval  Chersonese,  Dr 
Millar  has  fallen  into  an  error  with  regard  to  the  Linn^n  Ne- 
lumbo,  which  was  never  yet  seen  with  yelkno  petals  anywhere, 
but  in  Dr  Thornton's  plates.  The  disappearance  of  that  plant, 
from  modern  Egypt,  favour©  the  idea  that  it  was  carried  there 
from  India;  which  afiords  an  additional  argument  to  our  author's 
hypothesis  of  the  derivation  of  the  mythology  and  customs  of 
these  countries.  We  beg  leave  to  refer  him  tor  some  ingenious 
illustration  of  this  curious  subject,  to  the  article  Cyatmts  in 
Rees's  Cyclopaedia,  voL  x. 

The  disqnisilion  on  the  heroic  and  priestly  medicine  of  Greece 
is  very  good,  and  the  point  is  well  supported  and  established ; 
but  we  do  not  think  this  circumstance  has  been  overlooked  by 
all  former  historians  of  medicine.  On  referring  to  one  of  the 
lately  published  historical  works,  we  find  the  same  idea  particu- 
larly expressed,  (vid.  Cabanis's  Revolutions  of  Medical  Science, 
p.  37.  1  ranslation.) 

Chapter  II.  which  forms  the  conclusion  of  this  part  of  the 
work,  treats  of  medicine  in  Eg}'pt  and  the  East.  Some  remark* 
able  facts  are  selected  from  Clemens  of  Alexandria,  who  describes 
the  contents  of  the  sacred  medical  writings  among  the  Egyptians; 
and  that  curious  division  of  labour  is  noticed  from  the  works  of 
Herodotus.  The  art  of  healing  was  divided  into  as  many  differ- 
ent branches  as  there  were  diseases,  or  organs  of  the  body  afiect'* 
cd.  Oculists,  aurists,  dentists,  hepatists,stomachists,lithotoniists, 
corn-cutters,  &c.&c  seem  to  have  flourished,  among  this  wonder- 
ful people.  The  real  knowledge  of  the  £^;yptians  in  medicine,  it  is 
not  easy  to  appreciate:  we  believe  it  was  mconsiderable :  the  man- 
ner in  which  it  was  taught  and  practised  in  their  temples,  was  calcu- 
lated to  create  believers,  rather  than  enlightened  votaries  of  truth. 

A  history  of  the  medical  school  of  Alexandria  is  one  of  the 
desiderata  in  literature;  we  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  subject  to  Dr 
Millar  for  disquisition,  in  another  volume  ofhis  work.  Tlie  union 
of  sagacity  and  research  of  medical  science  and  classical  attainment 
requisite  to  execute  it  well,  rarely  ^occurs-  The  Serapaeum  of  A- 
Icxandria,  which  we  consider  the  important  school  of  medical 
studies,  was  a  college  founded  by  Ptolemy  Soter,  son  of  Lagus,  or 
Ptolemy  the  first.  In  his  reign,  Heropfailus  was  professor  of  ana- 
tomy there.  Tlie  public  criminals  were  consigned  to  him  for  dis- 
section, the  soldiers  also  who  died  of  their  wounds,  and  others. 
Tcrtullian  sftys  of  him  ;  "  lUe  medicus  aut  lanius  qui  sexcentos 
homines  exsecuit,  ut  naturam  scrutaretur. "  Serapion  was  one 
of  his  distinguished  successors,  and  Thcmison  another. 
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III. 

On  the  Non-existence  of  Sugar  in  the  Blood  of  Persons  labouring 
under  Diabetes  MeUitus.  In  a  LeHer  to  Dr  Marcet^  with  his 
Eeply.     By  W-  H.  Wollastox,  M.  D.  Sec.  R.  S. 

(From  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  1811.) 

T\r  Rollo  having  asserted  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients 
■^^  gives  no  sign  of  putrefaction,  and  indicates  the  presence  of 
saccharine  matter  diffused  over  the  whole  animal  economy,  che- 
mists and  physiologists  have  submitted  this  specious  hj'pothesis 
to  experiment ;  but  they  have  not  corroborated  the  statement  so 
confidently  made.  The  serum  of  persons  affected  with  diabetes 
mellitus  has  been  analyzed  very  frequently  at  Edinburgh ;  but  in 
no  instance  did  it  afford  the  least  indication  of  the  existence  of 
sugar,  nor,  in  making  comparative  experiments  with  healthy 
blood,  have  we  been  aole  to  detect  the  slightest  difference  in  its 
chemical  composition.  Messrs  Nicolas  and  Gucudcville  deter- 
mined, by  their  inquiries,  that  the  blood  of  diabetic  patients  con- 
tains no  saccharine  matter  j  but  they  found  the  fibrin  in  I^s 
quantity,  and  the  serum  more  abundant  than  in  tlie  blood  of 
persons  in  good  health.  Dr  Wollaston  first  began  his  experi- 
ments soon  after  the  publication  of  RoUo's  treatise  (in  1796), 
and,  by  an  ingenious  series  of  synthetical  investigations,  he  has 
arrived  at  the  most  satisfactory  conclusion.  He  first  ascertained 
how  the  albuminous  part  of  healthy  serum  could  be  most  com- 
pletely coagulated,  and  by  what  appearances  the  presence  of 
sugar  that  had  been  added  to  it  would  be  most  easily  discerned. 
To  six  drams  of  serum  he  added*  half  a  dram  of  muriatic  acid, 
previously  diluted  with  one  dram  and  a  half  of  water,  and  im- 
mersed tne  phial  containing^  them  in  boiling  water  for  four  mi- 
nutes. In  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  a  dram  or  more  of  water 
exudes  from  the  serum  that  has  been  so  coa^latcd.  If  a  drop 
of  this  water  be  evaporated,  the  salts  which  it  contains  are  found 
to  crystallize,  so  that  the  form  of  the  crystals  may  be  easily  dis- 
tinguished :  they  are  principally  common  salt.  If  any  portion 
of  saccharine  matter  has  been  added  to  the  serum,  previous  to 
coagulation,  the  crystallization  of  the  salts  is  impeded  or  wholly 
prevented,  according  to  the  quantity  of  sugar  present.  On  ap- 
plying these  tests  to  diabetic  blood  and  serum,  no  traces  what- 
ever of  sugar  were  found.  In  order  to  account  for  the  presence 
of  sugar  in  the  urine,  Dr  Wollaston  thinks  some  unknowu 
channel  of  conveyance  exists,  by  which  substances  certainly 
known  to  be  in  the  stomach,  may  find  their  way  to  the  bladder, 
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without  being  mixed  with  the  general  mass  of  circdating  fluids. 
He  tried  a  solution  of  prussiat  of  potash,  which  be  found  might 
be  taken  without  the  least  inconvenience :  the  urine  soon  be- 
came impregnated  with  this  thatieh  hut  it  cdiild  not  be  d^tect^ 
in  any  other  fluids  of  the  body.  Dr  Mareet  rfeHttes  s^vtral  ex- 
periment^  upon  this  interesting  point.  Five  ^raki^  of  prti^siat 
of  potash  dissolved  in  water  were  given  to  a  young  woman  la- 
bouring under  diabetes  mcllitus,  and  the  dose  Wiis  fr^uently  re- 
peated. After  the  fifth  dose,  her  urine,  by  the.  addition  of  a 
drop  or  two  of  a  solution  of  sulphat  of  iron  tiii-ndd  bltid  itistfa^tijr. 
Serous  fluid  collected  from  a  blister  applied  to  the  6£tttre  patieht, 
did  not  suffer  any  change  of  colour  when  subjected  to  tht  same 
test ;  and  the  scrum  of  the  blood  taken  from  a  person  after  the 
exhibition  of  a  dram  of  the  prussiat  of  potash,  in  the  course  of 
twelve  hours,  gave  no  vestige  of  that  substance,  althbugh  tbfe 
urine  struck  a  vivid  blue  on  adding  the  smallest  quantity  of  sul- 
phat of  iron.  71)^80  appearances  in  the  urin^,  ho#ev6r,  are 
found  to  vary  in  different  individuals;  and  the  presence  of  prus- 
sic  acid  cannot  always  be  detected  even  in  the  urine  of  sonre 
persons  who  have  taken  sufficient  quantities  of  the  ptasshit  of 
potash  to  produce  its  effects  in  others. 

The  existence  of  substances  in  the  urine  which  have  never 
been  detected  in  thfc  blood  or  in  other  fluids  of  the  body,  is  not 
to  extraordinary  as  se6ms  to  bfe  imagined.^  Uric  acid  and  urea 
are  examples  oj  this  fact.  Nobody  thinks  6f  having  recourse 
to  the  imaginary  reti'ograde  motion  of  the  absorbents  to  account 
for  these  phenomena,  nor  to  a  via  incognita  which  is  to  be  dis- 
covered by  experimental  inquiries.  The  question  is  curious  and 
important ;  and  w6  unite  with  these  two  very  excellent  physio- 
logists, in  hoping  that  it  will  soon  be  decided  h^  appropriate  ex- 
periments. 


IV. 

Practical  Remarks  on  Insanilt^ ;  to  nxkick  is  added,  a  Commentary 
on  the  Dissection  of  the  Brains  of  Maniacs  :  mth  some  Account 
of  Diseases  incident  to  the  Insane.  By  Bryan  Crowther, 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London,  and 
Surgeon  to  Bridewell  and  Bethlem  Hospitals.  Svo.  Lpn« 
don,  1811. 

**  XXThat  I  know  of  madnefs  (fiEiya  Mr  Crowther),  has  been  attained 
^^   by  particular  attention  to  the  praftice  of  the  late  and  prefent  phy* 
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ficiaoa.of  Bethlem  Hofpilali  and  thii  little>  thii  verylittfey  which  my 
modente  abilities  have  been  able  to  glean,  regards  principally  the  man* 
agement  of  the  infane*  Indeed  I  dtfclaim  all  pretentions  as  a  theorift  oii 
the  fubjedk  of  inTanttyy  and  ftill  more  any  prefumption  in  direding  others 
in  the  treatment  of  its  unfortunate  vidiros.  **     p.  95. 

Why  then»  we  are  tempted  to  ask,  publish  a  bock  containing 
one  hundred  and  thirty  pages  ?  why  bring  again,  from  stubble- 
fields  so  often  gleaned  before,  a  few  almost  empty  ears  ?  That 
the  author  ob^rves  local  diseases  with  the  prepared  eye  of  aa 
intelligent  surgeon ;  that  he  knows  how  to  avail  himself  of  hia 
experience  in  the  application  of  remedies ;  and  that  his  commu- 
nications are  consequently  of  great  value  to  the  healing  art,  will 
readilv  be  granted ;  yet  it  must  be  regretted  that  he  should  risk 
his  celebrity  in  writing  upon  that  difficult  subject  insanity ^  where 
so  many,  with  the  same  pretensions,  have  railed,  and  where  he 
must  be  directly  brought  in  competition  with  almost  the  only 
English  book  worth  reading  on  madness.  It  is  allowable,  like- 
wise, to  regret,  that  Mr  Crowther  should  not  quote  Mr  Haslam's 
work  with  Decoming  attention,  when  w^  find  him  recurring  to  it 
for  information,  and  for  what  he  calls,  '^  bold  and  bare  asser- 
iions:  *'  which  he  comments  upon  very  freely.  The  occurrence  of 
surgical  complaints  has  no  influence  upon  disorders  of  the  mind;* 
madness  appears  to  be  neither  aggravated  nor  diminished  by  any 
such  bodily  affection:  and  as  Mr  Crowther  confesses  that  he  has 
not  been  educated  in  the  practice  of  physic,  we  shall  select  those^ 
practical  remarks  which  come  within  his  own  line,  and  not  dwell' 
upon  the  vague  declarations  respecting  other  topics,  where  he 
appears  to  decide  without  accurate  examination.  In  the  treat- 
ment of  mortification  of  the  feet,  Mr  Crowther  directs  flannel, 
dipped  in  spirits  of  wine,  to  be  applied  during  the  day,  and  a 
cataplasm  of  linseed  and  grounds  of  stale  beer,  smearing  the  sur- 
face with  lard,  to  be  employed  warm  as  a  night-dressing.  He 
next  proceeds  to  detail  a  practice,  which  has  been  for  years  very 
successfully  employed  by  him  for  the  relief  of  mortification  of  the 
buttocks ;  a  calamity  which  happens  freifiexitly  to  the  helpless, 
insane,  and  to  bed- ridden  patients.  This  consists  in  applying  an 
embrocation  of  spirits  of  wine,  lowered  with  water,  according 
to  the  degree  of  sensibility  of  the  part^  which  is  afterwards  to  be 
Covered  with  the  following  dressing. 
]^  Ung.  basil,  nigri. 

Emplastr.  litharg.  cum  resina,  fia  |iv. 

Bals;  tereWnth.  Sij.     Misce. 
This  application  should  be  spread  thick  on  linen ;  and  it  will  be 
found  sufficiently  adhesive  to  stay  upon  the  part  without  the  aid 
of  bandage- 
In  sphacelus  of  the  toes,  aa  described  by  Pott^  Mr  Crowthcir 
Vol.  vih.  2?o.  29.  g 
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informs  his  readers,  that  he  has  not  experienced  the  good  effects 
which  have  been  attributed  to  opium  in  that  peculiar  affection. 
Of  seren  cases  of  this  disease,  attended  wth  acute  pain,  he  hns 
not  sDcceeded  in  a  single  instance,  although  he  gave  the  medi- 
cine in  large  and  gradually  increased  doses. 

Thus  much  we  have  selected  with  approbation ;  but  we  find 
nothing  but  perpetual  repetitions  of  the  same  things,  about  defi- 
nition, causes,  management,  and  medicines,  which  are  to  be  met 
with  in  the  multitude  of  volumes  on  madness.  And,  strange  to 
delate,  the  name  of  Mr  Haslam*s  book  is  not  once  mentioned,  al- 
though Mr  Crowther  declares,  that  his  principal  view,  in  under- 
taking the  task  of  writing,  was  to  collect  and  concentrate  the 
practical  ideas  of  others,  and  has  adopted  the  very  order  and  ar- 
rangement of  his  contemporary.  Books  of  table-talk  have  chro- 
nicled the  animosity  of  contending  beauties,  the  jealousy  of  po- 
ets, and  the  rancour  of  painters  ;  but  these  are  tender  passions 
in  comparison  of  the  hatred  which  inflames  and  freezes  the  sons 
of  Esculapius.  We  have  seen  more  than  once,  as  a  certain  wagr 
e>;pressed  it,  physic  on  the  point  of  calling  surgery  to  its  aid  i 
and  now,  alas  !  the  lancet  is  pointedly  raised  against  the  gallipoi 
of  Bethlem  Hospital. 

Mr  Crowtlier  seems  disposed  to  undervalue  all  hrs  predeces- 
sors* observations;  and  he  speaks  slightingly  of  the  appearances 
of  the  brain,  and  its  membranes,  which  dissection  has  discover- 
ed. It  was  impossible  to  deny  the  existence  of  such  appear- 
ances, because  Mr  Haslam  has  minutely  described  them  in  thir- 
ty-seven  cases ;  and  it  is  wholly  a  separate  question  to  determine 
how  far  that  alteration  of  structure  is  connected  with  the  sj'mp- 
toms  of  madness.  Tlie  disorganization  of  the  brain,  in  mad- 
ness, cannot  be  controverted  by  the  ignorance  of  an  anatomi- 
cal teacher  in  pointing  it  out ;  and  the  instance  related  by  Mr 
Crowther  of  the  occnrrencte  of  a  lucid  interval,  where  the  oraia 
exhibited  all  the  varieties  of  altered  structure,  is  no  proof  of  in- 
sanity being  independent  of  those  appearances.  Such  occurren- 
ces are  frequent  in  pathology.  A  stone  in  the  bladder,  or  a  cari- 
ous tooth,  Joes  not  always  give  pain ;  nor  does  a  diseased  heart 
always  beat  irregidarlj*.  Two  cases  of  madness  succeeding  in- 
juries on  the  head  in  patients  who  had  never  been  previously  de- 
ranged, nor  afHicted  with  any  hereditary  disposition  to  it,  which 
our  author  allows  to  be  cases  of  true  mania,  and  cured  l^  vene- 
section, are  in  direct  contradiction  to  the  doctrine  which  be 
holds,  viz.  "  that  insanity  is  a  disease  of  the  mind,  not  of  the 
body.  "— 

On  the  effects  of  porgatives  and  vomits,  as  remedies  for  insa- 
nity, Mr  Crowther's  remarks  are  at  variance  with  Mr  Haslam's ; 
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and  he  thus  vaguely  expresses  himself:  **  From  my  own  per- 
sonal knowledge^  I  state  that  vomiu  have  their  use$  for  the 
servants  of  BethLem  have  repeatedb/  toU  me  of  the  quantity  of 
phlegm,  with  other  offensive  matters,  which  have  been  evacuate 
ed  by  them,  in  a  degree  that  really  excited  their  astonishment. " 
p.  109. 

Sorely  some  more  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  advantage  of 
vomiting,  ought  to  have  been  adduced  than  the  prejudiced  report 
of  servants.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  utility  of  emetics,  wnich 
Mr  Haslam  candidly  acknowledges  he  cannot  speak  favourably 
of,  it  must  be  proved,  that  madness  has  been  removed  by  them, 
not  merely  that  a  large  quantity  of  phlegm  has  been  evacuated. 
On  the  effect  of  cold  bathing,  a  serious  charge  is  brought  against 
Mr  Haslam  :  nothing  less  tnan  a  denial  of  the  occurrence  which 
be  relates  of  paralysis  after  using  the  cold  bath  in  Bethlem  Hos* 
pital.  We  believe  Mr  Haiilam's  caution  is  judicious;  and  there 
is  every  reason  to  think  that  it  is  founded  on  experience;  for 
nothing  is  more  likely  to  happen  than  palsy  from  an  imprudent 
use  of  the  cold  bath,  and  it  is  now  rarely  employed  in  lunatic 
hospitals* 

We  cannot  close  our  remarks  upon  the  contents  of  this  volume^ 
without  reprobating  the  careless  manner  shown  in  many  of  its 
parts,  and  especially  the  jealous  spirit  of  the  author.  It  always 
gives  us  pleasure  to  find  men  labouring  in  the  cause  of  medical 
science,  whose  situation  affords  them  opportunities  to  oly  the 
honourable  task  of  adding  to  the  common  stock  of  knowledge  ; 
but,  in  this  instance,  we  regret  that  the  surgeon  to  the  Bridewell 
and  Bethlem  Hospitals,  has  not  contented  himself  with  attending 
to  the  local  diseases  of  the  insane,  and  left  the  inouiries  con- 
nected with  the  causes  and  treatment  of  the  mental  disorders, 
to  be  investigated  by  the  qualified  medical  practitioners,  with 
candour  and  moderation. 


V. 

An  Account  of  the  Eai>ages  committed  in  Ceylon  hy  SmaU-Pox^  pre* 
viously  to  the  introduction  of  Vaccination^  with  a  statement  qft%e 
circumstances  attending  the  introduction^  progress^  and  success  of 
Vaccine  Inoculation  in  that  island.  By  Thomas  Christie^ 
M.  D.  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,  London, 
Scc&c 

A  LTHOUGK,  as  medical  intelligence,  we  have  reprinted  several 
of  the  last  official  reports  o   the  prepress  of  vaccination  in 

<^3 


l6o  t)r  Oiristie  m  VacdnaiiM  in  Ceybn.  .  iwBU 

Ceylon,  we  are  glad  to  see  thetn  collected  in  their  present  form. 
We  hare  always  held,  that  the  question  of  Taccination  oould 
only  be  fieirly  determined  by  the  general  result  of  eiq^eriments  on 
fL  very  great  scale.  The  successml  vaccination  of  a  Umited  nam* 
ber  is  not  sufficiently  decisive ;  and  individual  cases  of  failure 
.may  be  readily  exaggerated,  imaffined,  or  fabricated,  while,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  may  be  explained  away,  overlooked,  or  de- 
nied. But  its  effects  upon  a  whole  population,  can  neither  be 
misundersitood  nor  misrepresented.  Of  such  a  grand  experi* 
ment,  the  pamphlet  before  us  contains  an  authentic  account ; 
and  it  is  the  more  decisive  in  favour  of  vaccination,  as  it  proved 
Eminently  successful  in  a  country  where  the  ravages  of  smaH-pox 
were  dreadful,  and  immediately  after  a  powerful  attempt  to  mi- 
tigate them,  by  the  introduction  of  variolation,  had  completely 
failed.  Contrast  with  the  last  report  of  the  effects  of  vaocinatioii 
in  that  island,  printed  in  the  S^^th  page  of  the  seventh  volume  of 
this  Journal,  the  following  statement  of  the  e£(ect8  of  smaQ-pox 
inoculation. 

**  On  reviewing  the  reports  made  to  the  committee  of  superintend- 
ance,  it  appears,  that  from  the  Ist  of  October  1800,  to  the  SOth  Sep- 
tember 1802,  the  number  of  patients  with  natural  smalKpox,  treated 
by  the  medical  overseers  in  the  different  hospitals  and  villages  in  Cey- 
lon, was  2110,  of  which  number  473  died,  being  nearly  one-fourth  of 
the  whole  ;  and  the  number  of  inoculated  patients  amounted  to  415^ 
of  which  number  108  died,  being  nearly  1  in  38. 

'<  This  considerable  mortality  occurred  under  the  roost  favourable 
circumstiances  of  treatmeut;  and  it  is  conceived,  from  my  own  observa- 
tions, and  diose  of  the  different  persons  with  whom  I  have  conversed 
on  the  subject,  that  the  mortality  from  natural  small-pox  amongst  tlie 
inhabitants  of  Ceylon,  when  left  to  themselves,  was  much  greater. '' 


VI. 

jbhsnvations  on  the  Hydrargyria^  or  thai.  Vesicular  Disease  oris-- 

'  ing/rom  the  exhibition  of  Mercury.    By  George  Alley,  M.  D. 

M.  R.  L  A.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  of  K- 

dinburgh.     4to.   pp.  103.     Lon4on^    18 10,     Longman  and 

Co. 

"IXTe  have  to  apologize  to  our  readers,  for  suffering  a  i-voric  of 
^^    $o  much  accuracy  and  learning,  as  the  essay  b^ore  us^  t^ 
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pass  sa  long  mmoticed.  Sioce  the  period  of  its  pablication,  the 
aathor  has  oeen  fiuther  occupied  in  investigating  the  operation 
of  mercury  in  variou9  diseases,  and  has  already  announced  the 
puUkation  of  a  volume  on  the  subject.  We  nope,  therefore, 
to  be  able  to  make  the  amende  konuroMe,  by  a  more  early  notice 
of  his  forthcoming  treatise. 

The  disease,  to  which  Or  Alley  has  assigned  the  appellatioa 
oi  hydrargyria^  has  been  for  many  years  noticed  by  several  faith- 
ful observes.  Mr  John  Pearson,  in  London,  has  been  in  the 
practice  of  describing  its  symptoms  from  the  year  1783,  in  hi« 
Lectures  on  Surgery.  *  It  was  known  a  considerable  time  ago  to 
the  physicians  of  the  Royal  Infirmary  at  Edinburgh,  where  we 
recollect  to  have  seen  an  instance  of  it  in  the  year  1798.  But 
with  the  e3ccepti<ni  of  a  brief  notice  of  the  complaint  in  Mr 
Benjamin  Befi's  '*  Treatise  on  Gonorrhoea,  "  &c.  f  no  distinct 
account  of  it  was  published  from  the  press,  until  Dr  Alley  pro- 
duced a  small  tract,  expressly  upon  this  topic,  in  the  year  1804^ 
then  denominating  it  the  **  Mercurial  Disease, "  This  tract  was 
soon  followed  by  other  publications  upon  the  same  subject ;  e- 
specially  by  an  essay  of  his  countryman  Dr  Moriarty,  who  call- 
ed it  the  *^  Mercurial  Lepra 2  "  and  the  first  paper  in  the  first 
volume  of  this  Journal,  exhibited  a  detail  of  tnree  cases  of  the 
disease,  given  by  Dr  Spens,  under  the  title  of  *'  Erythema  Aler^' 
4:urude,  "  This  term  was  adopted  by  Dr  M^Mullin,  in  his  inau- 
gural dissertation,  the  substance  of  which  was  given  in  the 
Fourth  Number  cS  our  Journal  (for  January  1806.)  And  last- 
ly, a  very  accurate  description  of  the  disease  was  given  by  Mr 
Pearson,  in  the  second  edition  of  the  judicious  work  just  quot- 
ed, under  the  appellaticMi  of  *<  Eczema  Mercuriale.  "  Such  is 
the  literary  history  of  this  disease,  which  our  author  has  point- 
ed out  in  his  preface. 

In  regard  to  the  nomenclature  of  the  disease,  Dr  Alley  ob- 
serves, that  '*  to  such  a  (vesicular  and  acute)  complaint,  the 
term  '  erythema  *  or  '  lepra  '  must  be  wholly  inapplicable ;  the 
former  being  never  a  vesicular  disease,  while  the  latter  is  always 
a  chronic  a&ction.  "  (Pref.  xi.)  This  is  the  truth,  but  not  the 
whole  truth;  for  neither  is  lepra  ever  vesicular,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  consists  of  orbicular,  dry,  scaiy  patches  from  the 
beginning.  His  objections  to  the  term  '*  eczema,  "  used  by  Mr 
Pearson,  and  to  be  used  by  Dr  Willan,  do  not  appear  to  us  to 

*  See  Obs.  on  the  effects  of  various  articles  of  the  Mat.  Med,  in  tiie  cure  of  Lucf 
Venerea,  2d  Edit  p.  167. 

t  VoL  IL  p.  237, 
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be  very  strong :  they  are  founded  upon  the  uncertainty  of  the 
exact  sense  in  which  that  word  was  originally  employed.    Bat 
upon  the  same  grounds  we  might  object  to  the  adoptipn  of  the 
terms  leprai  psora,  psoriasis,  lichen,  and  many  others,  which 
have  been  applied  by  different  writers  among  the  ancients  to  dif- 
ferent forms  of  disease,  with  some  want  of  discrimination.    If, 
in  adopting  any  of  these,  as  generic  terms,  we  approximate  to  the 
general  acceptation  in  which  they  were  anciently  employed,  and 
at  the  same  time  define  the  exact  sense  in  which  we  appropriate 
them,  no  confusion  can  arise ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  adop- 
tion of  them  will  rather  assist  the  comprehension  of  the  reader, 
in  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  ihe  diseases  intended  to  be  designat- 
ed by  them.     Now,  although  the  terms  d(««  and  i»Cv<«>,  as  well 
as  the  corresponding  I^atin  terms  •*  sudamina  "  and  ^*  paptds 
sudoriSf  "  have  doubtless  been  applied  to  the  miliaty  vesicles 
connected  with  sweating  in  fevers,  and  to  other  eruptions  of  a 
€imilar  kind,  originating  from  the  irritation  of  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  acrid  applications,  and  other  causes,  as  well  as  sometimes 
perhaps  to  mere  papular  eruptions ;  yet  it  seems  obvious,  that 
an  extensive  efflorescence  or  ebullition,  as  it  were,  of  inflamma- 
tory points,  set  thick  over  the  body,  has  been  generally  under- 
stood by  these  terms,  both  among  the  ancient  and  modern  writ- 
ers in  those  two  languages :  and  as,  on  the  one  hand,  the  word 
Tniliaria  has  been  appropriated  to  the  sudamina,  arising  in  the 
sweating  stage  of  fevers,  and,  on  the  other,  the  papuUms  erup- 
tions have  been  designated  by  the  term  lichefi  in  Dr  Willan's 
arrangement ;  so,  the  appropriation  of  the  term  eczema  *  to  the 
profuse  eruption  of  minute  vesicles,  originating  from  irritant^ 
and  not  the  result  of  previous  fever,  according  to  Dr  Willan's 
"method,  seems  to  be  convenient  and  advantageous.     It  is  con- 
venient, because  it  expresses  to  the  learned  something  of  the  na- 
ture of  the  eruption ;  and  it  is  advantageous,  in  a  systematic 
view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of  the  same  sort 
of  eruption,  resulting  from  different  exciting  causes. 

Dr  Alley  divides  the  disease  in  question  into  three  species,  or 
rather  varieties,  according  to  the  degree  of  mildness  or  severity 
of  the  symptoms,  denominating  them  hydrargyria  mitis^  H.  sim^ 
plcxfebriliSf  and  H.  maligna^  rej.pectively.     The  first  spedes,  he 


•  The  term  ir  from  ik^i »,  cffervcxco.  Actlus  thus  describes  the  emption  :  **  Flurl 
in  toto  corpore  pti^ulac,  doiorinn  cientes,  citra  saniei  coUe<'tJonera.  Kas  cc zcmatj, 
ab  ebuUivqto  ftnore,  Grsci  vulgo  appellant.  '*  Tetrab.  IV.  Serra.  I.  Cap.  J' 'I 
As  a  specimen  of  the  mtxlcm  acceptation,  we  may  stAte  the  following  dcfinitioii  fn-al 
Sauvoges.  "  Exanthemata  ilia  dorsum,  pectus,  brachia,  crura  septufi  8fiiciuu!| 
jftumcrosissime  cou&ita,  rubra,  pungentia,  acriter  dolentia.  **     Nosol.  Mi-th. 
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says,  *'  hasy  at  a  first  view,  nothing  to  characterize  it  further  than 
the  light  rose* coloured  efflorescence  already  mentioned.  An 
attentive  observer,  however,  by  holding  the  ailected  parts  I  e« 
tweea  him  and  the  light,  and  keeping  his  eye  on  a  level  with 
them,  may  perceive  the  surface  to  be  studded  over  with  itmurac  r* 
able,  minute,  and  transparent  vesicles :  but  to  the  naked  eye  the 
vesicular  appearance  is  sometimes  with  difllculty  perceptible* 
As  the  eruption  strikes  out,  the  surface  is  aflfected  with  a  prick- 
ling heat  and  itching;  and  in  some  cases,  for  a  few  hours,  there 
is  slight  headach  and  nausea."  It  generally  appears  first  about 
the  upper  and  inner  parts  of  the  tmghs,  the  scrotum,  groins, 
and'  lower  part  of  the  belly:  sometimes  it  cKttiuis  no  farther: 
but  at  others  it  spreads  over  the  whole  body,  tlie  vesicles  being 
so  close  and  numerous,  as  to  present  one  uniform  suffusion. 
llie  red  colour  recedes  on  the  application  of  pressure,  and  re- 
turns when  that  is  removed.  Dr  Alley  observes,  in  a  note  that 
*^  the  colour  of  the  skin  has,  in  some  cases,  been  so  little  chang- 
ed, that  no  eruption  seemed  to  precede  des(|u;«ni:i'ion.  In  such 
cases,  however, "  he  adds,  '*  there  was  much  itching  of  the  skin« 
and  the  surface  was  rough  before  the  cuticle  had  begun  to  ex- 
foliate. "  (p.  24<.}  But  we  have  little  doubt  that,  had  the  cuticle 
been  examined  through  a  convex  lens,  this  roughness  would 
have  been  found  to  consist  of  vesicle^.  This  species,  the  au- 
thor states,  soon  degenerates  into  the  second,  and  even  into  the 
third,  if  the  use  of  mercury  foe  incaiitiousty  Cimtinued  after  the 
appearance  of  the  eruption.  This,  however,  is  not  always  the 
case,  according  to  the  observation  of  Mr  Pearson. 

The  second  variety  *'  is  preceded  by  languor,  restlessness,  and 
rigors;  is  accompanied  with  much  heat  and  itching  of  the  skin, 
and  is  considerably  more  rough  to  the  touch  tlian  the  efflores- 
ceiice  in  the  former  species. "  (p.  26.)  Bolore  the  spots  are 
crowded  together,  the  eruption  somewhat  resembles  the  measles  ; 
but  they  are  larger,  Dr  Alley  says,  and  do  not  afterwards  appear 
in  the  annular  form  pointed  out  by  Dr  WilLin  as  one  of  the 
characteristics  of  rubeola.  By  the  aid  of  a  magnifier,  we  believe, 
the  vesicular  appearance  may  be  always  detected,  even  in  the 
early  stages.  Mr  Pearson  justly  remarks,  that  "  the  vesicles, 
which  contain  a  pcliucid  fluid,  are,  at  th  iir  first  appearance,  so 
saiall,  that  they  cannot  be  easily  distinguished  from  papulae  with- 
out the  aid  of  a  convex  glassy  they  are  then  seen  to  be  distinct, 
each  vesicle  being  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  redness;  and,  if 
they  are  not  ruptured  at  an  early  period,  they  acquire  the  size 
of  a  large  pin's  head,  at  which  time  their  contents  are  opaoue 
and  puriform. "  (loc.  cit.)  There  are,  in  this  second  specits, 
^yol]>lums  of  fever ;  such  as  headach,  nauseui  whiteness  of  the 
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tongue,  tliirsti  heat  of  skin,  and  accelerated  pulsej  together  with 
an  oppression  about  the  preecordia.  Desquamation  commonlj 
begins  about  the  fourth  day,  but  sometimes  later,  leaving  the 
skin  underneath  red,  and  disposed  to  throw  off  successive  crops, 
which  diminish  in  severity  until  the  cuticle  remains  whole. 

The  third  variety,  Hydrargjftia  maligna^  begins  like  the  preced- 
in^,  but  its  distressing  termination  may  be  anticipated  from  the 
following  symptoms:  ^'  1.  The  sense  of  burning  on  the  sar- 
face  is  experienced  to  a  very  painful  degree.  2.  xne  actual  beat 
of  the  skin  becomes  intense.  8.  The  sor^ess  of  the  throat  and 
fauces  is  extreme.  4*.  The  colour  of  the  eraption  is  darker,  ris« 
ing  sometimes  even  to  purple ;  and  there  is  considerable  tume- 
faction of  the  surface.  5.  Vesicles  of  a  larger  sitse  than  in  the 
former  species  precede  desquamation. "  (p.  29.)  The  vesicles 
are  so  numerous,  that  the  whole  of  the  cuticle  desquamates  from 
the  surface  of  the  body  ;  and,  where  the  larger  ones  are  ruptur- 
ed, they  pour  out  a  very  acrimonious  discharge.  As  the  disease 
advances,  the  exudation  from  the  surface  becomes  more  acrid 
and  viscid,  and  acquires  a  most  offensive  odour. 

**  During  the  entire  courfe  of  the  difeale,  there  is  a  very  great  anxiety 
and  deprefllon  of  fpirits.  Sleep  is  almoft  wholly  bauifhed  ;  and  opiates 
procure,  at  beft,  but  very  (hort  intervals  of  repofe.  The  roifery  of  the 
patient,  under  thefe  circumilances,  can  fcarcely  be  conceived.  To  hit 
mental  fufieringSy  which  form  no  inconfiderable  iliare  of  his  agony,  is  fa- 
pcvadded  the  moil  exquifite  bodily  torture  :  for  the  furface  is  either  left 
raiv  and  unprote^ed,  or  the  cuticle,  hardened  by  the  exudation  which 
i'crves  to  give  it  partial  adhefions,  aggravates  his  torments.  The  pain 
which  motion  produces  was  aptly  exprefTed  by  a  patient  of  DrSpens: 
•<  he  felt, "  he  faid,  "  as  if  his  flcfh  was  cracking  in  pieces.  "  (p.  36.) 

In  truth,  no  object  can  be  more  distressing  to  look  upon,  than 
a  patient  in  this  condition,  when,  from  the  rawness  and  tender- 
ness of  the  whole  surface,  every  point  of  contact  with  the  bed 
on  which  he  lies  irritates  like  the  pricking  of  needles.  The  des- 
quamation does  not  take  place  so  early,  in  this  malignant  variety, 
as  in  the  former,  not  commencing  in  some  cases  until  eight  or 
ten  days  after  the  appearance  of  the  eruption. 

Dr  Alley  gives  the  following  table  of  the  results  of  all  the 
cases  that  he  had  witnessed  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Hyd.  mitis. 

H.  simpkx  febrilis. 

H.  maligna. 

Total. 

Cured. 

Died. 

Male... 

6 

12 

10 

28 

22 

6 

Female 
Totnl... 

4 

7 

4 

\5 

13 

2 

10 

19 

14 

43 

85 

8 
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The  exciting  cause  is  clearly  the  irritation  of  itiercnrVf  and 
that,  in  Mr  Pearson's  opinion,  independent  of  the  action  of  coMt 
or  of  the  quantity  of  mercury  employed.  A  peculiar  idiosyn- 
crasy, that  k  to  say,  some  unknown  state  of  constitution  of  the 
persons  thus  aflfected,  is  the  only  explanation  which  is  attempted 
to  be  offered  for  its  occurrence. 

Dr  Alley  has  taken  considerable  pains  in  collectins  and  de* 
tailiiig  anafegies;  in  the  effects  often  produced  upon  the  skin  by 
the  influence  of  other  irritants,  besides  mercury,  whether  ex- 
temaMy  applied,  or  taken  into  the  stomach,  such  as  almonds, 
mushrooms,  herrings,  crab  fish,  muscies,  and  lobsters ;  the  juice 
of  the  bitter  cassada,  several  fruits,  and  vegetable  substances, 
&c*  when  swallowod  ;  and  cantiiarides,  camphor,  the  Iiiciiaii 
varnish,  the  oil  of  the  cashew  nut,  &c.  from  amtact  with  the 
skin*  Few  of  these,  however,  are  probably  vesicular.  We 
have  seen  the  distinct  wheals  of  urticaria  follo.wing  the  use  of 
muscles ;  and  erythematous  or  papulated  eruptions  occasiooed 
by  other  irritants  to  the  stomach. 

in  the  treatment  of  H.  mids,  the  author  states,  that  **  little 
more  is  requisite  than  to  discontinue  the  use  of  all  mercurial 
preparations,  to  remove  the  patient  from  the  apartment  in  which 
they  have  been  exhibited,  and  to  advise  tepid  ablution  of  the  bo- 
dy, and  some  gentle  purgative  medicine.  "  (p«  5B.)  In  the  sim- 
ple febnie,  and  malignant  species,  the  same  plan  of  treatment  is, 
during  the  eruptive  stage,  always  applicable.  Dr  Alley  agrees 
with  Mr  Pearson  in  bis  observation,  when  he  says,  **  although 
the  troublesome  symptoms  which  arise,  may  be  relieved  by  their 
proper  remedies,  I  am  doubtful  whether  any  plan  of  treatment 
has  the  power  of  interrupting  its  regular  course,  or  abridging  iu 
duration."  ^Loc.  ctL  p.  177.)  Dr  Alley  strongly  suggests  the 
probable  utility  of  the  cold  affusion,  during  the  primary  or  erup- 
tive fever,  in  order  to  reduce  the  excessive  morbid  heat ;  which» 
though  itself  a  consequence  of  ithe  fevec,  becomes  in  its  turn  a 
cause  of  much  irritation,  the  source  of  fresh  excitement  and  of 
new  disease ;  leading  to  debility,  gangrene,  and  putrid  re*ab- 
sorption,  which  are  followed  by  diarrhcea,  defection  of  the  men- 
tal faculties,  and  death.  Yet  it  is  singular,  that  be  is  either  a 
aceptic  in  regard  to  the  truth  of  his  own  suggestions,  or,  thaC 
they  only  occurred  to  him  while  writing  his  book ;  for  lie  leaves 
the  remedy  to  be  tried  by  other  practitioners,  not  having  suffered 
one  of  his  forty-  three  patients  to  have  the  benefit  of  it.  Of  z^- 
pid  batAtfigj  however,  he  has  made  some  trial,  and  found  it  bene- 
ficial in  the  eruptive  stage.  Jt^urgatives  are  deemed  by  Dr  Alley 
Uie  most  effectual  remedies,  in  conjunction  with  immersion,  for 
abating  the  excessive  heat,  which  is  the  sure  precursor  of  an 
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aggravated  disorder.  The  acids^  he  observes,  however  serviceable 
tis  antiseptics,  and  in  relieving  thirst,  are  seldom  adoiissible  ia 
the  secondary  fever,  unless  combined  with  opiunn,  as  diarrhoea  is 
commonly  present.  In  the  desquamatory  stage,  opium  is  neces- 
sary to  relieve  the  incessant  irritation,  but  of  course  it  is  to  be 
sparinjrly,  or  not  at  all  emploved  in  the  eruptive  fever.  The 
bark  of  cinchona  aggravates  tne  pectoral  symptoms,  Dr  Alley 
states ;  and  therefore  we  are  deterred  from  its  exhibition,  al- 
though it  might  be  deemed  appropriate  during  the  purulent  des- 
quamation ;  and  he  considers  wine  not  only  as  an  excellent  sub- 
stitute, but  as  constituting,  together  witli  a  constant  supply  of 
light  nourishing  diet,  our  chief  dependence. 

"  A«  to  the  moft  proper  external  applications  in  the  defquamatorr 
ftage,  practitioners  have  varied  in  their  opinions.  Cleanlinefs  is  with 
fome  the  only  objeA  ;  but  others  have,  with  much  juftice,  extended  their 
▼iews  to  the  prevention  of  reabforption  from  the  furface,  and  to  the  gene- 
ration of  a  new  cuticle.  In  addition  to  freqcnt  warm  bathing  or  gentle 
tepid  ablution,  the  application  of  abforbent  powders  will  be  found  ufeful; 
and  finely  levigated  carbon,  zinc>  imp.  pp.  and  meal,  feparate  or  in  a 
combined  form,  may  be  employed  with  good  eife^  for  this  purpofe. " 
p.  70. 

The  author  deprecates  the  use  of  saturnine  applications  to  so 
large  an  exposed  surface. 

We  have  thus  given  a  meagre  sketch  of  the  contents  of  this 
monograph.  Dr  Alley  has  detailed,  with  minuteness,  every 
thing  that  can  be  said  on  the  subject,  and  evinced  a  considerabk 
share  of  reading  upon  collateral  topics.  But  on  the  whole,  this 
dilatation  has  the  effect  of  weakening  the  impression  of  the 
picture,  and  of  rendering  it  less  clear,  than  the  terse  and  com- 
prehensive view  given  by  Mr  Pearson.  Dr  Alley  has  added 
three  plates,  illustrative  of  the  three  forms  of  the  complaint ; 
and  he  considers  them  as  good  repres^itations  of  the  appear- 
ances. They  may,  perhaps,  serve  to  recal  the  recollections  of 
those  who  have  already  seen  the  eruption  ;  but  we  are  sure  that 
they  are  very  far  from  affording  a  correct  notion  of  it.  Nothing 
like  vesicle,  even  in  the  most  imperfect  degree,  is  represented, 
nor  perhaps  could  be  depicted  on  so  small  a  scale.  The  erup- 
tion seems  to  consist  of  mere  brown  macula^  not  unlike  pi^riasis 
or  some  of  tlie  varieties  ctf  roseola. 

We  cannot  terminate  this  article  without  expressing  our  re- 

Sret  that  Dr  Alley  is  no  more,  and  that  our  hope  of  having 
im  soon  again  before  our  tribunal  is  at  an  end.     He  died  of 
typhus  fever  at  Fermoy* 
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Practical  Obsetvafions  in  Surgery ^  illustrated  by  Cases:  second  edi^' 
tian^  corrected  atul  enlarged:  wit/t  additional  plates.  By  Wil- 
liam Hey,  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.     Cadell  and  Davies,  1810. 

THERE  are  few  modem  surgeons  whose  writings  have  met  with 
more  general  consideration  from  their  contemporaries,  than 
thos«  of  Mr  Hey ;  and  we  are  glad  that  the  publication  of  a  new 
edition  of  his  work  allows  us  to  point  out  what  we  conceive  to  be 
the  chief  merits  and  defects  of  bis  writings. 

The  first  edition  of  the  volume  before  us  contained  twenty-one 
chapters. — 1.  On  fractures  of  the  skull. — ^,  On  the  cataract. — 
8.  Of  the  strangulated  hernia. — 4.  Of  the  fungus  hfiematodcs.-^ 
5,  Of  dislocations. — 6.  On  internal  derangement  of  the  knee* 
joint. — 1.  Of  loose  cartilaginous  substances  in  the  joints. — 8.  On 
wounds  of  the  joints. — 9.  Compound  luxation  of  the  ankle-joint. 
— 10.  On  retention  of  urine. — 11.  On  the  cure  of  the  proceden- 
tia  ani  in  adults. — 12.  Of  the  cancer  of  the  penis. — IS.  Convul* 
sions  after  strangulation. — 14.  Of  a  tumour  of  the  neck. — \d. 
Of  the  empyema. — 16.  Of  an  enlargement  of  the  mammae. — 17. 
Of  collections  of  pus  in  the  vagina. — 18.  Of  alvine  concretions. 
— 19.  On  the  atheroma. — 20.  Of  deep-seated  abscesses  in  the 
mammae. — 21.  On  amputation.  In  the  present  edition  are  added 
five  chapters;  on  caries  of  the  tibia;  on  a  wound  of  the  posterior 
tibial  artery;  on  the  hydrocele  of  the  spermatic  cord;  on  a  case 
of  lithotomy  in  the  female;  and  on  a  case  of  tumour  on  the  nose. 
We  shall  consider  each  of  these  chapters  separately. 

In  the  first  chapter,  which  treats  of  fractures  of  the  skull,  Mr 
Hey  enters  into  a  long  argument,  to  dissuade  surgeons  from  fol- 
lowing the  advice  of  Mr  Pott,  who  recommended  an  excision  of 
a  circular  portion  of  the  scalp,  in  all  cases  where  the  application 
ox  the  trephine  became  necessary.  8uch  a  practice,  we  have  rea- 
son to  believe,  is  now  seldom,^  if  ever,  followed ;  and  it  requires 
little  argument  to  convince  die  surgeons  of  the  present  day,  that, 
in  ail  cases,  every  portion  of  torn  scalp  should  be  replaced  and 
scrupulously  preserved.  It  is  of  equal,  or  of  even  more  import- 
ance to  save  bone ;  and  Mr  Hey  makes  some  very  judicious  re- 
marks on  this  subject. 

*'  When  I  am  called  to  a  patient  labouring  under  the  fymptoms  of  a 
fradured  (kull,  if  I  find  no  wound  in  the  fcalp,  upon  examining  the  head 
when  (haved^  I  make  an  incifion  through  the  fcalpi  in  a  part  whprc  afrac^ 
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ture  is  mod  to  be  expected.  If  no  fracture  appears,  I  take  fo  much  blood 
from  the  divided  arteriea,  as  the  ftate  of  the  patient  feems  to  teqaire^  and 
then  reunite  the  lips  of  the  wound*  If  the  bone  is  fractured>  1  enlarge 
the  wound,  by  a  fimple  incifion  along  the  courfe  of  the  fracture,  tracing 
the  fiflurc  or  fiffures  through  their  whole  extent,  unlefs  they  are  contiou- 
cd  to  the  basis  of  the  AcuTl,  or  where  their  limits  cannot  be  explored. 
J  do  this  either  by  cutting  carefully  upon  the  fiflure  if  it  is  fioiall ;  or  if 
It  is  wide,  and  the  pericranium  much  feparated,  by  placing  the  back  of 
my  knife  upon  the  fifTure,  and  flitting  open  the  integuments  as  the  courfe 
of  the  fradure  dircds.  Having  thus  cxpofed  the  whole  extent  of  the 
fracture,  avoiding  all  unnecessary  detachiag  of  the  pericranium ;  and  hav- 
ing obferved  what  is  neceflary  to  be  done  for  removing  broken  fragments, 
raifing  deprefled  bones,  or  giving  iflue  to  confined  matter,  I  faw  off  foch 
pieces  of  the  cranium  as  require  to  be  removed,  while  the  iotegumenti 
are  held  back  by  an  alfiftant."  p.  lo. 

Mr  Hey  particularly  takes  notice  of  the  propriety  of  removing 
any  loose  pieces  of  bone,  or  any  depressed  portions,  with  destroy- 
ing as  little  of  the  adjacent  sound  bone  as  possible ;  and  he  ac- 
complishes this  by  using  the  trephine  seldom,  and  employing  in 
its  stead  a  straight*edged  or  circular-edged,  small  saw,  which  is 
well  calculated  to  remove  any  overlapping  edge,  or  any  small  por- 
tion of  bone,  so  as  to  allow  tlie  point  of  the  levator  to  be  intro- 
duced into  the  fracture,  and  raise  the  depressed  portion.  This 
aaw,  which,  by  the  by,  is  a  vetyold  instrument,  has  been  brought 
into  general  use  since  the  publication  of  Mr  Hey's  work,  where 
it  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  new  inventions  of  the  present  day. 
Five  cases  are  added  to  this  chapter,  which  illustrate  the  pecu- 
liarities c^  Mr  Hey's  practice  in  fractures  of  the  skull.  He  men* 
iions^also  the  advantage  to  be  derived,  by  dressing  the  wound  in 
•uch  a  manner  as  to  produce  a  speedy  adhesion  between  the  scalp 
und  dura  mater,  a  practice  recommended  by  Mr  Mynors  of  Bir- 
mingham. 

2.  Oh  Caries  of  He  Tibia. — In  this  chapter  Mr  Hey  gives  three 
cases  of  caries  ot'  the  tibia,  in  which  he  seems  to  think  that  be 
aaved  the  limbs  of  the  patient  by  removing  the  diseased  portions 
of  bone.  It  is  questionable  with  us,  how  far,  in  the  cases  given, 
such  an  operation  was  necessary;  and  whether,  had  no  such  ope- 
ration been  performed,  exfoliation  of  the  diseased  portion  of  the 
bone  would  not  have  taken  place  oy  a  more  simple,  though  no 
doubt  tedious,  natural  process.  The  cases  given  by  Mr  Hey,  tirom 
the  age  of  the  patients,  and  history  of  the  diseases,  had  probably 
that  ^Section  of  bone  which  is  usually  called  scrofulous.  In  those 
scrofulous  ca^es  where  the  diseased  portion  of  the  bone  is  not 
connected  with  any  joint,  an  exfoliation  generally  takes  place, 
and  the  sore  heals,  alter  the  lapse  of  a  long  time;  and  even  in  one 
of  the  cases  given  by.  Mr  Hey,  this  process  had  been  completed 
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«t  one  period  of  the  disease.  In  no  case  would  a  suri^n  ever 
thvik  of  amputating,  until  the  disease  had  become  so  extensive^ 
and  the  acoompanjan^  svmptoms  so  sererei  as  to  render  the  pa- 
tient's recovery  by  an  exfoliation  of  the  diseased  bone  impossible. 
As  long,  therefore,  as  there  was  any  hope  of  an  exfoliation,  and 
no  risk  of  the  patient's  immediately  losing  his  limb,  we  should 
conceive  the  operation  of  removing  the  diseased  portion  of  bones 
by  saws  or  chisels  to  be  extremely  severe  and  unnecessary;  and 
that  sudi  an  operation  should  only  he  had  recourse  to  in  those 
cases  where  the  natural  process  of  exfoliation  is  remarkably  slow^ 
and  accompanied  with  those  constitutional  symptoms  of  fever  and 
irritation,  which  would  exhaust  the  patient,  were  not  some  means 
employed  to  hasten  the  process*  By  removing  the  diseased  bone^ 
in  sudn  cases,  we  have  no  doubt  but  in  many  instances  amputa* 
tion  might  be  avoided. 

The  third  chapter  contains  one  case  where  the  posterior  tibial 
artery  was  wounded,  and  the  artery  was  tied  by  first  removing 
two  inches  of  the  fibula,  which  allows  the  mouth  of  the  vessel  to 
be  secMired  readily. 

4.  Of  the  Cataract. — Modem  surgeons  have  reaped  the  benefit 
of  the  violent  disputes  which,  for  a  long  time,  took  place  regard- 
ing the  comparative  merits  of  the  two  operations  of  couching 
and  extraction.  The  perfection  to  which  both  of  them  have 
been  brought,  by  the  zealous  advocates  of  ench,  enables  us  ta 
make  choice  of  either,  according  to  peculiarities  in  individual 
cases,  and  in  some  cases  to  combine  with  advantage  both  modes 
of  operating.  That  both  these  operations  have  been  performed 
successfully  by  many,  cannot  be  denied;  but  in  cases  of  pure  car 
taract,  and  in  patients  otherwise  healthy,  we  can  have  no  hesi- 
tation in  giving  a  decided  preference  to  the  operation  of  extrac* 
tion;  ana  this  opinion  we  have  formed,  not  only  from  a  compa- 
rative view  of  the  principles  of  the  operation,  but  from  the  re- 
sult of  a  number  of  cases,  where  both  operations  had  been  per*' 
formed  by  many  different  surgeons. 

In  this,  as  in  most  other  departments  in  medicine,  it  is  much 
to  be  regretted,  that  it  is  only  the  successful  cases  which  are  re- 
corded ;  so  that,  were  we  to  judge  of  what  has  been  written  on 
the  subject  of  cataract,  it  woulclbe  impossible  to  form  any  just 
opinion  of  the  best  operation  for  its  cure ;  and,  what  is  still  more 
harassing,  it  is  impossible,  when  we  have  become  acquainted 
with  all  that  has  been  written  on  the  subject,  to  form  any  ade- 
quate notion  of  the  difficulties  of  either  operation,  and  of  the 
many  accidents  and  casttalties*^which  happen  daily  in  the  hands 
of  the  most  dexterous  and  experienced. 
Bat  to  proceed  to  Mr  Hey's  observations.    They  have  two 
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leading  objects;  the  one  to  recommend  couching  in  preference 
to  extrACtion ;  the  other  to  the  use  of  a  needle  different  ftpm 
that  which  has  been  generally  employed.  There  are  many  very 
judicious  remarks  on  the  leading  circumstances  to  be  attended  to 
in  couching;  and  Mr  Hey^  in  recommending  that  operation,  con- 
fesses that  he  cannot  appreciate  the  comparative  merits  of  extrac- 
tion and  couching  from  his  own  experience.  The  description  of 
the  iuv)  invetited  needle  is  tediously  minute ;  and  when  he  com- 
pares it  with  the  common  instrument,  he  surely  could  not  have 
looked  at  needles  in  the  possession  of  those  who  are  in  the  habit 
of  using  such  instruments,  but  such  as  are  made  by  the  dozen  at 
Mr  Savigny's  warehouse.  We  shall  always  attend  with  much 
pleasure  to  any  attempt  to  improve  the  principles  of  an  operation ; 
Dut  we  will  hearken  to  new  inventions  in  instruments,  with  the 
same  scrupulous  jealousy  as  an  old  mechanic  would  do  to  bis  ap- 

Erentice  who  shows  a  new  invented  tool  to  execute  any  particu- 
^r  piece  of  work.     Mr  Hey's  needle^  and  mode  of  operating, 
compared  with  Scarpa's,  we  cannot  help  thinking  very  defective. 
5.  Of  the  Strangulated  Hemia.-^The  anatomical  description 
of  th^  parts  concerned  in  femoral  hernia  by  Gimbernat,  has 

E'ven  more  food  tor  the  English  surgeons  than  any  discovery  of 
te  years.  It  has  even  been  alleged,  that  a  secret  compact  had 
been  entered  into  by  a  club  of  them,  that  each  should  have  a  slice 
of  the  new  dish,  at  the  expense  of  the  unfortunate  Spaniard  ! 
To  Mr  Hey  was  allotted  ^femoralligament^  to  Mr  Burns  a  falsi^ 
Jorm  process^  and  to  Mr  Asdey  Cooper  b.  fascia  propria  J  Thus^ 
whilst  the  French  cooks  have  long  had  the  credit  of  beinff  able 
to  make  a  greater  variety  of  good  dishes  from  one  small  Dit  of 
beef  than  those  of  any  other  nation,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  the 
anatomists  of  this  island  have  equal  merit  in  dissecting  any  part 
of  the  human  body  into  a  vast  number  of  different  shreds.  The 
investigations  wliich  have  been  of  late  years  made  in  the  anatomy 
of  femoral  hernia,  whilst  they  have  certainly  added  to  our  mi- 
nute knowledge  on  the  subject,  have  been  equally  fi*uitful  in 
magnifying  the  importance  of  some  points ;  and  by  complex  de- 
scription, and  an  aim  at  too  great  minuteness,  have  involved  in  a 
maze  of  obscurity,  a  piece  of  anatomy  which  is  in  itself  simple. 
It  is  not  therefore,  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  hear  Mr  Hey 
exclaiming  on  the  difRculty  of  understanding  these  parts  !  In 
the  former  edition  of  his  work,  the  anatomical  description  which 
he  gave  was  generally  allowed  to  be  unintelligible,  and  it  has 
since  appeared  to  have  puzzled  even  himself.  In  order,  how- 
ever, to  allow  a  ray  of  light  to  enter  into  this  almost  impenetra- 
ble gloom,  we  are  told,  that  Mr  Hey,  with  a  zeal  truly  profes- 
<'*'^nal  and  highly  to  be  commended,  renewed  bis  auatomical 
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studies,  went  to  the  metropolis^  and  did  every  thin^  in  his  power 
to  acquire  a  distinct  knowledge,  and  give  an  inteihgible  descrip- 
tion of  femoral  hernia.  From  the  extracts  and  comments  which 
we  have  already  made  on  this  subject,  in  our  review  of  Mr 
Cooper's  work  (vide  Vol.  II. ),  we  think  it  unnecessary  again  to 
resume  it ;  Mr  Hey,  in  our  opinion,  having  done  no  more  than 
go  over  ground  which  had  been  previously  trod  upon,  and  cor- 
rect the  anatomical  blunders  he  had  formerly  committed. 

6.  Of  the  Fttfigiis  HcBmatodes.-^Thv&  chapter  has  received  no 
alterations  or  additions.  In  the  preface  of  the  former  edition, 
Mr  Hey,  however,  mentioned,  that  when  his  observations  were 
made  on  fungus  hsematodes,  he  had  not  been  aware  of  the  de« 
scription  which  Mr  Burns  of  Glasgow  had  given  of  the  disease. 
This  acknowledgment,  for  what  reason  we  know  not,  is  omitted 
in  the  present  CMdition,  and  no  mention  is  made  of  Mr  Burns's 
name.  But  the  description  which  is  given  of  fungus  haematodes 
by  Mr  Rums,  is  much  more  clear  and  comprehensive  than  that 
of  Mr  Hey,  though  Mr  Burns  does  not  seem  to  have  been  aware 
of  the  frequency  of  the  disease  in  several  other  organs  besides 
the  extremities,  where  alone  he  describe<;  it.  The  subject,  how- 
ever, did  not  create  much  interest,  until  Mr  Hey's  observations 
were  published  ;  and  now,  all  large  and  bloody  tumours,  of  what- 
ever kind,  are  by  many  called  fungus  hasmatodes ;  so  that  this 
terra,  instead  of  being  used  to  signify  a  distinct  disease,  is  em- 
ployed very  indiscriminately,  and  without  having  affixed  any 
precise  import.  We  cannot  indeed  pardon  Mr  Hey  for  this  ffreat 
want  of  candour  towards  Mr  Burns;  and  we  think  it  would  not 
have  injured  his  reputation  to  have  noticed  the  still  more  recent 
publication  of  Mr  James  Wardop,  which  has  contributed  so  much 
to  extend  our  knowledge  of  this  fatal  disease. 

7.  On  Didocatian. — The  remarks  in  this  chapter  are  extreme- 
ly valuable,  as  they  prove  what  is  consistent  with  theory,  but  what 
h  not  generally  adopted  in  practice ;  that  much  less  force  is  suf- 
ficient to  reduce  dislocation,  than  is  generally  supposed  to  be  ne- 
cessary. When  a  bone  is  luxated,  it  is  retained  in  that  situa- 
tion, chiefly  by  the  action  of  the  surrounding  muscles;  and  when 
by  any  chance  these  muscles  become  relaxedand  thrown  off  their 
guard,  as  happens  in  many  cases,  the  bone  is  replaced  by  a  slight 
exertion  of  the  surgeon,  or  even  by  some  accidental  motion  of 
the  patient.  It  has  even  been  known,  that  a  dislocated  humerus 
has  got  inta  its  place  without  the  patient  being  aware  of  it. 
From  this  we  conclude)  that  the  first  step  to  reduce  any  disloca- 
tion, is  to  produce  a  complete  relaxation  of  the  muscles,  which 
can  be  done  by  long  and  moderate  extension,  as  well  as  by  the 
application  of  a  great  force.     When  they  can  make  no  more  re« 
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sistance,  every  other  obstacle  can  be  readily  overcomei  if  the 
dislocation  be  recent^  or  if  the  adhesions  of  the  Injured  parts 
have  not  acquired  great  stren^h  and  rigidity. 

The  8th  chapto*  contains  some  cases  ^*  of  internal  derangement 
of  the  knee-joint^ "  the  precise  nature  of  which  does  not  appear 
to  be  well  understood.  The  cases,  however,  are  not  without  in« 
terest^  and  such  accidents  occur  not  unirequently.  ^fhe  derange- 
ment  wliich  Mr  Hey  describes,  is  indicated  by  a  sudden  lameness 
from  some  untoward  motion,  which  as  suddenly  disappears;  pro- 
bably arising  from  some  temporary  displacement  oi  the  semilu- 
nar cartilages  or  lateral  ligaments.  In  some  of  the  patients,  the 
motion  of  the  joint  recovered,  whilst  attempting  to  walk ;  and  in 
others,  Mr  H.  succeeded  by  making  a  sudden  and  very  complete 
flexion.  We  have  remarked  derangements  of  other  joints  of  the 
body,  very  analogous  to  that  mentioned  by  Mr  Hey.  The  mo- 
tion of  the  joints,  in  the  cases  alluded  to,  became,  from  some  ac* 
cidental  blow  or  motion,  suddenly  impaired,  and  they  w^re  re- 
stored by  pulling,  and  making  rapid  flexions  and  extensions.  In 
some  of  these  cases,  though  no  dinlocation  had  taken  place,  there 
was  an  evident  change  of  form,  which  could  not  well  be  account- 
od  for.  It  is  in  injuries  of  this  nature  that  the  reputation  of  bone- 
setters  is  in  all  probability  chiefly  acquired.  The  surgeon^  from 
not  being  able  to  detect  any  distinct  displacement,  is  contented 
with  alleviating  any  inflammatory  symptom  i  whereas  the  empi- 
ric, by  pulling  and  twisting  the  joint,  succeeds  in  restoring  the 
displaced  parts  to  their  natural  situation. 

In  the  9th  chapter,  where  Mr  H.  treats  of  '*  loose  cariila^ 
nons  substances  in  the  joints^  "  several  cases  are  given,  in  order  to 
show  that  that  disease  may  be  relieved,  by  wearing  over  the  joint 
a  well-adapted  bandage,  in  place  of  having  recourse  to  the  very 
severe  and  e^'en  dangerous  operation  of  removing  them  by  cut- 
ting into  the  cavity  of  the  joint. 

The  lOrh  chapter  treats  of  the  *'  woimds  of  the  joint  Sy  ''and 
merely  tends  to  establish  a  well  known  fact  in  surgery — that  such 
wounds,  though  apparently  trifling,  are  often  dangerous ;  and 
diat  the  chief  object  of  the  surgeon  in  their  treatment  ought  to 
be,  to  prevent  the  accession  of  inflammatory  $ymptoms  by  a 
|>owerful  depletive  system. 

The  I  Ith  chapter,  on  "  compound  luxation  of  the  ankle- joints  ** 
eon  tains  several  cases,  in  order  to  show  that,  in  a  dislocation  of 
the  tibia  with  a  fracture  of  the  fibula,  not  attended  by  much  la- 
ceration, the  patient  will  recover  by  simple  reduction;  that  when 
a  still  greater  degree  of  injury  has  been  done  to  the  soft  parts, 
sawing  ofl*the  ends  of  the  bone,  as  practised  by  Gooch,  i$  success- 
ful; and  that  amputation  of  the  limb  is  seldom  necessary. 

^'>me  very  important  cases  are  added  to  this  chapter,  **  of 
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compound  iidocaiiens  of  the  asir^^luSt  ^  vtuEli  qoiToborate  the 
pimatioe  first  adopted  by  Mr  Trji^e  of  Oloufcester,  of  dUaecting 
out  Che  bcMie;  its  ^ucUoii  lioii^  idwajs  impra^cable,  aod  aoif- 
putation  of  the  iiinb,  in  sucb  cases,  being  gj^aerjaliy  reccixunendr 
fid.  la  oncicase,  a  good  cwae  was. effected,  bj  mettif  aawing off 
the  projecting  part  cf  the  bone. 

Chapter  12,  «♦  On  retention  of  Urine,  ^'^Theec  is  no  subject 
which  nas  inoro  engaged  ifae  attention  of  English  surgeons,  and 
he&n  followed  with  more  important  {practical  improyements,  than 
the  diseases  of  the  bladder  and  urethra.  The  works  of  Mr  Eve^ 
rard  Hone,  on  these  subjects,  are  certainly  emitted  to  high 
praise;  and  several  other  surgeons  have  also  contributed  a  good 
dcal^  to  ext^d  oiir  knowledge  in  this  department  of  surgery. 
There  are  many  useful  .practical  hints  in  what  our  author  has  stud 
on  the«obiect;  but  they  want  that  sciejutific  arrangement  and 
fopm  y^'uii  >tfae  subject  acquires,  wfaen^  instead  of  considering 
under  oi^e  general  title  of  retention  of  urine,  the  difficulties  and 
modes  necessary  for  the  introductipn  of  the  catheter,  all  the  dis-* 
eases  of  4he  bladder  and  urethra  are  separately  treated  of.  Thus 
^Che  aFtificidi  discharge  of  urine  must  be  vjery  differently  executed, 
when  the  retention  proceeds  from  spasmodic  or  permanent  strict* 
ture  in  the  nrecbra,  from.paralysi&or  idlammatian  of  the  bladder^ 
•or  Irom  .disease  in  the  prostate  gland.  Mr  H.  makes  some  verjr 
judicious  Pf  marks  on  the  danger  of  making  an  ardficiai  passage 
by  the  catheter. 

**  llVhatever  method  of  performtogthis  opecatien  is  pursnedi  tb^' 
cadieter  shonld^be  .introduced  with  :the  gceiit«j|t  ge^deness.  Whep 
aay.ohstroetionxKcurSf  ^  Aisigfk  of  ihe  «nrg(QO<i  fhofM  be  to  evfld^ 
rather  than  ito  fnvrwmix^  .Unsacc^sdiil  au«^pM  m^J  render  a  c^ 
ext9e0»^74liffi,cpU>  vfhVsh^w^^.nQtsa^fore.  I  lyish.to  impness on  thjer 
n^ind  of  my  i;^a4^r,  .^hfit  ;i  moderate  force,  improperly  directed,  is 
capable  of  injuring  the  uretbi^a  in  such  ^  m^ner  as  to  render  the 
op^^ticn  .almost  (aud,  without  ^  just  kno^wledge  of  ijne  inj;ury,  alto- 
Ktljier)  .impracticable.  It  mjisst.be  obvjous  to  every  syrgeon,  that 
loogjconxioued  or  violent  attempts  have, a  ^ende^cy  to  increase  the  in- 
H^inmation  of  the  urethra.  But  the  acti^^ts  to  which  I  mean  par.' 
ticularly  to  direct  the  attention  are^  the  formation  of  a  kind  of  pouch 
in  the  urethr;siy  and  theUceration  of  its  membranous  parts.*'  (p.' 403.) 

To  remedy  the  difficulty  which  is  often  met  with  in  introdu- 
cing the  elastic  gum  catheter  post  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  Mr 
H.  employs  an  ingenious  contrivance.  This  consists  in  with- 
drawing the  stilct,  whep  the  point  of  the  catheter  meets  with 
the  ob^ructiqn,  the  elTetft  of  which  is,  that  the  curvature  of 
the  instrument  is  increased,  ai\A  its  point  consequently  .ele- 
vated. 
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Chapter  IS,  "  Of  the  Cure  of  the  Procidentia  Ant  qfAdvUs."" 
— *In  some  cases  of  prolapsus  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Hey  observed  a 
flap  of  thin  skin,  immediately  round  the  anus,  always  to  remain 
externally  after,  the  gut  was  reduced.  As  this  appeared  to  him  to 
prevent  the  complete  contraction  of  the  anus,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  prove  a  source  of  irritation,  he  was  led  to  think  of  re- 
moving it,  and  the  operation  he  found  successful  Along  with 
these  cases,  he  has  narrated,  in  his  usual  copious  style,  cases  of 
haemorrhoidal  tumours  in  the  rectum,  where  (as  is  the  most  com- 
mon  practice)  their  extirpation  cured  the  disease. 

In  the  14th  chapter,  which  treats  of  "  Cancer  of  the  Penis^^ 
there  are  ten  cases  given  in  detail,  from  which  we  learn  no  new 
facts  relative  to  the  history  of  that  disease,  or  of  the  morbid 
changes  produced  in  that  particular  organ.  They  assist,  how- 
ever, in  establishing  a  general  remark,  that  cancer  of  the  skin  (oa 
which  part  the  disease  of  the  penis  begins)  is  more  successfully 
operated  on  than  cancers  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

A  case  of  "  Convulsions  after  Strangulation^ "  is  contained  in 
the  15th  chapter,  in  order  to  show  the  success  of  the  free  use  of 
stimulants  after  moderate  bleeding,  where  the  powers  of  life  re- 
main almost  suspended.  Tlie  case  of  ^*  Tumour  of  the  Veck^  '* 
given  in  the  16tn  chapter,  was  one  of  those  swellings  which  are 
occasionally  met  with  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  produced 
from  the  eitusion  of  blood.  The  tumour  was  much  diminished, 
and  its  nature  ascertained  by  the  puncture  of  a  common  needle — 
a  very  useful  and  ingenious  mode  of  exploring  the  contents  of 
tumours.  **  I  have  used  this  mode  on  several  occasions,  with 
great  satisfaction  and  advantage.  There  are  few  doubtful  cases 
in  which  any  harm  could  be  done  by  the  puncture  of  a  couch- 
ing-needle.  The  contents  of  the  tumour  may  be  generally  as- 
certained by  such  a  puncture,  the  pain  of  which  is  trifling,  and 
the  wound  is  soon  healed.  ^* — p.  49^2. 

The  1 7th  chapter  contains,  ••  a  Case  of  Empyema^**  successful* 
ly  treated  by  discharging  the  matter,  and  allowinga  canula  to  re- 
main in  the  woun^f  until  the  discharge  ceased.  The  presence  of 
pus  was  in  this  case  well  marked,  not  only  from  the  previous  in- 
flammatory symptoms,  and  the  difficulty  of  lying  on  the  opposite 
side,  but  by  an  oedematous  swelling  of  the  afi^ted  side  of  the 
chest. 

A  very  curious  afiection  of  the  mamma  is  given  in  the  IStb 
chapter.  Both  mammse  of  a  young  female  acquired  an  enoi^ 
mous  bulk,  the  swelling  being  preceded  by  a  cessation  of  the  men- 
ses. One  of  the  breasts  was  removed,  and  weighed  1 1  pounds 
and  4  ounces  avoirdupois  weight;  the  wound  healed  rapialy»  the 
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menstrual  discharge  was  restored,  and  the  swelling  of  the  other 
gland  gradually  subsided. 

The  cases  of  **  Collections  of  Pits,  in  the  Vagina  "  have  little  in- 
terest, being  nothing  more  than  common  abscesses  formed  in  the 
cellular  membrane  adjacent  to  that  part  of  the  body.  The  con* 
tents  of  the  chapter  on  Alvine  Concretions^  on  Atberorofle,  and  oit 
Abscesses  in  the  Mammae,  contain  nothing  but  what  must  be  fa- 
miliar  to  everv  well-informed  surgeon.  The  remarks  on  amputa- 
tion are  chiefly  intended  to  recommend  those  modes  of  operating 
in  the  different  cases  by  which  the  wound  may  be  healed  by  the 
first  intention.  The  ouservations  on  the  hydrocele  of  the  cord*^ 
illustrate  the  preference  of  the  operation  by  a  complete  incision 
of  the  sac,  to  the  other  modes  of  operating  frequently  employed. 
The  last  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a  very  interesting  case 
of  •'  Tumour  on  the  Nose^ "  which  seenled  to  be  an  enlargement 
or  thickening  of  the  cutis  of  that  part  of  the  body.  The  diseas- 
ed  mass  was  very  successfully  removed,  the  disease  not  return- 
ing, and  the  appearance  of  the  countenance  being  completely 
restored. 

From  these  notices,  our  readers  will  be  enabled  to  form  a  ge- 
neral idea,'  both  of  the  extent  and  of  the  kind  of  information 
which  this  volume  contahis.  There  are  many  parts  of  it  which 
mdicate  a  great  talent  for  practical  observation,  and  there  ha^ 
been  no  WBLUt  of  zeal  and  industrv  in  collecting  the  materials 
which  compose  it.  Besides,  Mr  H.  seems  to  have  had  an  ample 
field  for  pi'osecuting  his  inquiries.  From  the  number  of  cases 
which  the  volume  contains,  it  may  be  supposed,  that  many  are 
of  little  interest.  A  faithful  account  of  cases  must'  form  the  true 
basis  of  aU  our  practical  and  theoretical  knowledge  in  medfcal 
science ;  and  whoever  takes  the  trouble  of  coUecting  such  facts, 
contributes  essentially  to  the  advancement  of  his  profession. 

We  cannot  omit  this  opportunity  of  expressing  our  regret, 
that,  on  so  many  occasions,  the  interest  and  value  of  many  im- 
portant cases  should  be  entirely  destroyed,  by  the  insertion  of 
trifling  particulars,  perfectly  irrelevant  in  a  medical  point  of  view  |i 
and  from  thb  censure  we  cannot  always  except  Mr  Hey. 
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PART  IIL 
MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


It^port  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  Dispensarv^  (neat 
Carey^Sireety)  JJmdxm^romAjdgusi  ^\st  toNooember  SOik  ISIU 


Acute  DissAsssm 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Febris 18 

Quoddiana 1 

Febris  remit  iftfantoin        •  9 

Cynanche    ••••••  5 

Epistaxis 1 

Catairhus 85 

Pleiiritis 2 

Peripnenmonia      •     ...  18 

Enteritis 1 

Peritonitis 1 

Hepatitis •  1 

Variola 4 


No.  of 

Scarlatina   • 2 

Rheumatismus      •     .     •     •  9 

Arthritis  rheumatica      •     •  6 

Apoplexia •  1 

Hydrocephalus     •    •     •    •  1 

Erysipelas   • 2 

Herpes  zoster I 

Cholera  •••••••  6 

Dysenteria 9 

Abortus  ....:••  4 

Pertussis 3 


Catiomc  DrssAsss. 


No.  of 
Cases. 

Cephabea 28 

Vertigo       4 

Hemicrania  rhenmadca      •  2 

Dysecaea 1 

Dyspnoea  et  asthma  ...  S 

Catarrhus  chronicus  •     •     •  SO 

Hserooptysis     •    .    •    •    •  2 

Phthisis 17 

Dyspepsia 31 

Gastrodynia 17 

Hsmatemesis  •    •    .    «    .  1 

Enterodynia     •    *    •    •     •  13 

Pyrosis   .    i 5 

Colica    4 i  2 


No.  of 

Colica  Pictonum  •    •    .    •  2 

Hepatalgia      •     «    •     •     .  4 

Icterus 1 

Diarrhoea 19 

Haemorrhagia  intest.      •     •  2 

Marasmus   ..••••  3 

Ascarides    • 4 

Lumbricus  ••.•••  3 

Hxmorrhois S 

Enuresis 1 

Hsematuria 1 

Dysuria ^ 

Leucorrhoea     .    •     •    .    .  ^ 

Menorrhagia   •    •    •    •    •  is 
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CsROKic  DissAssi  continued^ 


No.  of 


Ani6D0nii€eft       •     •    •     •    •     6 

Hjsteralgia 9 

Cblorosit 9 

Nephralgia 6 

CoDTubio  ex  dentittone     •    •    1 
Epilepm  •.•••«•    S 

Panljsif 10 

Pirtplegia 1 

Hysterim 2 

PalpiUtio 2 

Astbenia 20 

Hectica  adolescentium      •    •     1 

Anasarca 5 

Ascites 2 

Rheumatkmus  chronicus  .     •  25 
Lumbago  et  Sciatica    •    .    «    5 


No.  of 
Cum. 

Lepra 1 

Psoriaais 10 

Scabies 6 

Prurigo 8 

'  cum  phthiriaai ...  1 
Efjrthema  papulatum    .    •    •    1 

■   ■■  ■  podosam       1 

■  ■  cedematodea  I 

Impetigo    •    • 2 

Ecthyma 2 

Porrigo 4 

Purpura  urticans  •  •  •  .  1 
Urticaria    .•••••.     3 

Herpes  labialis I 

Aphthae     . 1 


The  autmnnal  months,  even  to  the  end  of  Octobefi  were  ex- 
tremely mOd  and  warm :  the  air,  in  die  middle  of  the  latter 
month,  was  generally  sultry  and  dose,  not  only  in  the  day^  but 
throndi  the  night,  although  there  were  frequent  rains.  During 
the  whole  of  September,  the  atmosphere  was  clear  and  dry,  ex- 
cq)t  on  a  few  days  succeeding  the  equinox,  when  some  stormy 
weather  occurred.  The  coincidence  of  this  unusual  warmth, 
with  the  appearance  cf  a  splendid  comet  during  the  same  period, 
led  xnany  persons  to  conjecture,  that  it  was  the  effect  of  the  in- 
fluence of  the  latter.  In  the  last  week  of  October,  however,  the 
weather  became  chill  and  boisterous  $  and  during  the  whole  of 
November  it  has  continued  wet  and  foggy,  though  mild,  with 
occasional  high  winds.  From  August  to  the  present  time,  the 
wind  has  been  unchangeably  from  the  W.,  with  tibe  exception 
of  four  or  five  days  in  the  middle  of  November,  when  it  veered 
to  the  north. 

During  the  first  half  of  the  period  comprehended  by  this  r€f- 
port,  a  general  good  health  seemed  to  prevail ;  even  the  autumnal 
diseases,  which  might  have  been  expected  to  occur  during  the 
warm  weather,  such  as  cholera  and  bilious  fever,  were  not  often 
seen ;  and  aU  the  contagions  were  nearly  dormant.  Of  the 
eighteen  cases  of  fever  at  the  head  of  the  list,  only  one  exhibited 
any  approximation  to  the  typhoid  character:  four  or  five  of  them 
mi^ht  be  classed  under  the  denomination  of  synochus  biliosa ; 
but  the  remainder  were  slight,  and  of  short  duration,  without 
any  considerable  derangement  of  tiie  gastnc  organs,  and  without 
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any  affecdon  of  ihe  head.     In  some  of  the  uncleanly  parts  of 
Perkenwell  and  St  Luke's,  beyond  the  district  of  our  dispcn^ 
ry,  several  insUnces  of  typhus  have  occurred,  and  some  of  the 
patients  wer^  received  into  the  House  of  Recovery  under  mv  su- 
perintcndance,  after  part  of  their  taniilies  had  been  carried  off: 
but  I  have  not  learnt  that  it  has  existed  in  any  other  district  of 
London.    The  rains  and  f<^  of  ihe  last  six  weeks,  howevei^ 
have  multiplied  diseases,  more  especially  those  of  the  chest  and 
of  the  bowek,  to  a  considerable  extent.     One  half  of  the  acute 
catarrhs,  and  three  fourths  of  the  peripneumonies  and  ch^^.*^ 
catarrhs,  have  been  admitted  within  the  present  month.     Chil- 
dren have  suffered  most  particularly  from  pneumonic  aflection^ 
of  great  severity,  and  in  some  instances  fatally :  for  soon  after 
the  commencement  of  the  pneumonic  inflammation,  the  fever 
began  to  assume  a  low  type;  the  tongue  became  loaled  with  a 
thick  brown  cru«t  5  the  alvine  excretions  became?  muddy  and 
oiTcnsive,  increasing  above  the  quantity  of  the  ingesta ;  and  all 
nourishment  was  refused  j  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  co«$" 
was  extremely  distressing,  and  the  dyspnoea  very  great.     The 
children  of  persons  in  better  circumstances  have  tMeen  equally  af- 
fected by  this  form  of  disease  with  those  who  are  brought  to  dis- 
pen^^aries.     I  have  found  them  struggle  through  a  very  untoward 
course  of  symptoms,  where  leeches  and  blisters  were  applied  to 
the  chest,  even  so  late  as  the  fourth  day,  and  the  bowels  daily 
unloaded  of  their  morbid  secretions  by  calomel,  (aided,  if  neces- 
sary, by  other  laxatives),  until  the  foecal  discharges  assumed  a 
more  natural  hue  and  odour;  while  small  doses  of  squills,  i|ieca- 
cuanha,   or  dimtalis,   were  administered,    at  first  in  a   saline 
draught,  and  atterwards,  as  the  powers  of  tlie  constitution   be- 
gan to  fail,  in  a  little  camphor  mixture^  or  some  gently  cordial 
vehicle,  which  seem  to  aid  the  expectoration,  as  well  as  to  sup- 
port the  strength.     Light  nourishing  liquids  were  at  the  same 
time  given  often  in  small  quantities.     These  cases,  after  follow- 
ing the  course  of  an  ordinary  gaitric  or  low  nervous  fever,  did 
not  generally  terminate  in  less  than  a  fortnight  or  three   weeks. 
This  form  of  disease  is  still  prevalent ;  and,  in  several  families, 
more  than  one  child  has  been  attacked  with  it. 

In  adults,  diarrhoea  has  been  prevalent,  together  with  tlie 
symptoms  of  catarrh,  in  a  great  number  of  instances';  so  that,  be- 
'sidcs  the  number  of  cases  set  down  under  the  head  of  diarrhoea, 
several  of  those  under  the  head  of  catarrh  were  also  affected  wiili 
this  disorder  of  the  bowek.  Tlie  cases  of  t^ysentery  have  net 
been  very  severe  ;  in  only  four  of  them  was  there  any  discharge 
of  blood  with  the  evacuations.  The  instances,  in  which  the 
)ieadach  was  the  principal  subject  of  complaint,  have  been  ou- 
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merov,  and  the  great  inajori^  of  them  were  connected  with 
ccHiadpated  bowels,  and  relieved  by  restoring  the  rj^lar  evacua* 
tiooy  and  amending  the  state  of  the  stomach.  Tne  rest  were 
chiefly  rheumatic  afiections  of  the  integuments  of  the  cranium,  or 
of  the  moacks  of  the  face  and  neck.  The  case  of  apoplexy  was 
a  metastasis,  to  use  a  common  phrase,  of  acute  rheumatism,  and 
tenmnated,  as  such  metastases  but  too  commonly  do,  fatally. 

The  case  of  er]rthema  papulatum,  *  consisting  of  large  difiuse 
patches,  of  an  irregular  ngure,  of  a  vivid  red  colour,  but  with  a 
livid  tint  in  the  central  parts,  (at  the  period  when  I  first  saw  it, 
the  papuls  havioa;  then  disappeared),  was  attended  with  a  consir* 
derable  degree  oTfever,  for  six  or  seven  days,  with  acute  pains 
and  great  tenderness  of  the  limbs ;  these  symptoms  gradually  di- 
minished, and  the  eniption  desquamated  in  somewhat  less  than 
a  fortnight.  The  colour  was  considerably  more  vivid  than  the 
lepresentation  in  Dr  Willan's  plate.  The  case  of  purpura  jurti- 
cans,  which  is  well  represented  by  Dr  Willan,  f  was  accompa- 
nied with  a  most  acute  pain  in  the  belly,  wit^  constipation  and 
fever,  if^hich  supervraed  after  the  eruption  had  continued  abou( 
a  week,  in  which  state  the  patient  was  bled,  with  immediate  re- 
lief to  the  pain  and  fever,  and  the  bowels  were  soon  afterwards 
unloaded :  but  this  state  was  succeeded  by  several  attacks  of  vio^i 
lent  spasmodic  pain  in  the  stomach,  which  required  powerful 
epiates  for  its  relict.  The  patient  very  slowly  recovered  under 
toe  use  of  cordials  and  tonics.  No  cause  could  be  assigned  for 
either  of  these  disorders. 

Three  cases  of  a  chronic  cutaneous  disease,  attended  with  cpn- 
sidnable  constitutional  derangement,  deserve  to  be  noticed,  prin** 
cipaliy  with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis  $  for  it  bears  a  close  resem- 
blance to  a  sjrphilitic  form  of  eruption  in  many  respects.  It  con- 
sists of  an  extensive  eniption  of  circular  tubercles,  or  slightly  ele- 
vated spots,  with  a  flat  smooth  surface^  of  a  reddish  brown  colour. 
These  spots  are  all  nearly  of  equal  diameter,  (except  on  the  fore- 
head, where  they  are  smaller),  not  much  exceeding  the  superfi- 
cies of  a  split  pea,  and  so  thickly  set,  upon  the  arms  and  face,  as 
to  leave  but  little  interstice  of  healthy  cuticle :  on  the  chest  and 
body  they  are  less  numerous  and  close.  On  all  these  parts,  the 
suruce  of  the  spots  remains  smooth,  showing  a  tendency  to  de^ 
squamate,  but  not  actually  forming  scales  j  but,  On  the  le^rs,  where 
the  spota  are  krger,  and  thinly  dispersed,  they  assume  the  ordi- 

*  See  Dr  WUlan's  Tieatife  on  CuUmeous  Diseases,  Ord.  III.  Gen.  6.  spec  4, 
sad  Plate  xzxi.  Fig,  1. 

t  Ibid.     OnL  III.  Gen.  5.  apd  Plate  uz.  Fig.  1. 
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naty  appfdrranc^  (Apioriash  gtH^ia,  *  r\  t.  (H  wMfe  sDcides  UStm-^ 
iDg  to  fi  1^  sul'fte^.  On  th6  ^or^healdi  ftb^ut  the  roots  <yf  the 
hair,  they  ate  smaller  aiid  mdre  actimmat^d^  like  small  vari* 
Connected  with  this  ernption,  ther*  has  been  idte  thrrotft,  with 
whitish  specks  on  the  toiHsUs ;  cio^^  degree  df  ophthalinia,  espe« 
tXiSy  of  the  tarsi ;  a  considerable  )angu6r  and  dcfrression  of 
strength,  and  loss  of  appetite ;  with  A  quickened  aifd  ieeUe  pubei 
and  much  pain  iti  the  limbs.  The  disorder  occurred  in  two  wo- 
itaen  and  a  mtnti,  rn  none  of  wh6nl  had  there  been  any  primary 
syphilitic  symptoitrs ;  neither  was  there  aAy  tendency  id  tiAdtiile 
6t  ulceration,  as  in  syphilitic  eruptions :  yet,  in  dne  ot  ute  Wo- 
tnen,  it  appeared  to  originate  from  contagion  $  for  it  first  ap- 
peiired  in  her  husband,  lii  whom  it  was  said  to  have  h^mained 
islx  weeks,  during  the  last  fortnight  of  which  It  began  to  appear  in 
her,  and  continued  daring  the  slime  peridd,  As  well  as  in  the  two 
ather  patients.  In  its  decliile,  the  spot^  gradtiAlIy  contract  in 
size,  leaving  target  interstices^  which  as^iltne  a  more  hatnral  co- 
lour, (for  the  skm  itself  is  brownish  in  the  height  of  the  disease), 
And  the  spots  tlius  diininish  until  they  etitirely  di^ppear.  The 
patients  recovered,  without  the  use  of  any  mereuty,  taking  the 
mineral  acids  alone,  or  combined  With  bark  or  sarsaparilhi  |  and^ 
in  the  last  instance,  while  using  the  sarsaparilhi  only. 

On  showing  one  of  these  ctlses  to  tny  much  respected  coU 
league,  Mr  Johti  Pearson,  he  prononneed  them  decidedly  not 
syphilitic,  notwith^tAtiding  the  similarity  of  the  appearances,  e* 
specially  on  the  forehead  i  and  observed  that  he  bad  foiltid  this 
Species  of  eruption  infectious  by  cotitact.  He  it  disposed  to  re- 
fer it  to  scrofula. 

Bedfard^R&w,  November  SO,  1811.  T,  B, 


•  In  this  account  1  have  referred  the  eruption  to  psorinfiis:  but  on.  the  upper 
parts  of  the  body,  where  it  is  simply  tubercular^  it  would  seem  to  be  more  correctly 
Arranged  under  vitiligQ, 
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A  TMe  tfthe  principal  Diseases  in  one  of  his  Majesty* s  sloops  of 
'Soar J  ccmplemeiii  121  men^Jrom  December  11,  1810,  to  No* 
oemberSOf  1811.    By  William  Davies,  Surgeon. 


T\.^„ 

^o.of 

Sent  to 

blsehwged 

liUSAflSi. 

C«MI. 

Hotpittl. 

toDaqr. 

Febrk           •           « 

11 

1 

10 

Pleuritis 

12 

•    2 

6 

6 

PneumoDia 

4 

1 

S 

Catarrhus 

IS 

IS 

Gastritis 

2 

1 

1 

Nephritis 
Rabeok 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Herpes  zoster 

1 

1 

Dysenteria 
Rheumatismiis 

7 

7 

4 

4 

■               chronicus 

7 

7 

Anhriiis  rheumatica 

2 

2 

Ophthalitiia               ^ 

1 

1 

tarsi 

1 

1 

Hamo^tyvlft             « 
Phthisis 

1 
2 

2 

1 

Diarrhoea 

16 

16 

Ascarb  iumbricoidea 

3 

S 

Godorrhoea 

10 

19 

Orchitis 

5 

8 

Lumbago 

1 

1 

Abscess 

5 

6 

Ulcers 

3 

1 

2 

Contusions  and  sprains 

10 

10 

Wounds  and  accidents 

5 

5 

Burns  and  scalds 

3 

S 

Pernio 

2 

2 

Earache 

2 

2 

Psora 

2 

1 

1 

Paronychiit 

2 

2 

135 

7 

128 

None  JDied.     None  Invalided. 

Remarks. 

The  shtp  sailed  from  Spithead  the  1  st  of  January  1 8 1 0.    The 

weather  at  this  time  was  excessive  cold,  snowing  for  several  days 

successively.     We  left  port  tolerably  healthy,  having  previously 

sent  those  with  severe  and  acute  complaints  to  the  hospital  at 
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Haslar;  at  tliis  lime  we  had  many  with  gonorrhoea;  and  the  cold 
weather  before  we  reached  Lisbony  brought  on  a  number  ofca* 
tarrhs  and  afFectious  of  the  breast,  which  did  well  under  a  slight 
antiphlogistic  treatment*     In  many  of  the  gonorrhoea!  cases,  the 
symptoms  disappeared,  and,  as  the  weather  became  milder,  re* 
turned  with  inflammation  of  a  testicle,  attended  in  some  with  a 
recurrence  of  the  discharge  &om  the  urethra,  dysuria,  &c.  which 
very  soon  yielded  to  slight  mercurial  courses.     These  sjonptoms 
may  be  supposed  to  have  arisen  from  the  suppression  of  the  dis- 
charge in  cold  and  bad  weather,  particularly  as  the  men  were  not 
excused  from  duty,  when  they  applied  with  their  first  symptoms. 
One  very  obstinate  case  of  chronic  rheumatism,  accompanied  by 
eruptions  similar  to  erythema  mercurialc,  but  slighter,  and  with- 
out fever,  occurred  in  a  marine  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  ship 
Triumph,  at  the  time  her  crew  was  aflected  by  the  mercury  sav- 
ed from  the  Spanish  ships  wrecked  at  Cadiz,  and  who,  with  many 
others,  were  sent  to  the  hospital.     I  tried  the  nitric  acid,  till  he 
had  taken  200  drops  in  the  course  of  the  day,  but  without  much 
success.     We  remained  very  healthy  the  most  part  of  summer;  in 
the  latter  end  of  July  and  August,  however,  diarrhoea  and  dysen- 
tery were  somewhat  prevalent,  which  can  be  accounted  for  only 
(as  far  as  I  believe)  from  constant  beat  and  dews  at  night     The 
thermometer  in  the  sun,  100 ;  in  the  shade,  76  to  80  Ft  on  an 
average.     They  were  not  contagious,  as  very  little  fever  was  pre- 
sent in  some,  in  others  not  any,  though  many  of  them  had  severe 
griping  and  tenesmus,  and  passed,  several  days  together,  slime,  or 
mucus  and  blood.     Scybalae,  when  passed,  were  always  attended 
with  relief.     I  hope  not  to  be  accused  of  vanity  in  giving  an  opi- 
nion of  these  two  diseases,  as  they  hitherto  have  come  under  my 
own  observation.  Several  cases  of  diarrhcea  and  dysentery, appear 
different  states  of  the  same  disease ;  where  one  has  been  prevalent 
in  some  degree,  the  other  has  appeared  also : — To  confirm  this, 
in  some  cases  the  patients  had  frequendy  loose  foecal  stools^  preced- 
ed by  pains  in  the  bowels,  unattended  with  any  tenesmus  for  se- 
veral days,  and  then  were  affected  with  symptoms  that  more  essen- 
tiully  constitute  dysentery;  frequent  inclination  to  stool,  wUh  te^ 
nesmust  little  or  no  evacuations ;  if  any,  they  were  coagulated 
mucus,  and  watery,  or  mucus  and  blood,  and  occasionally  scyba* 
lae;  when  these  became  mitigated,  the  symptoms  were  those 
firsl  mentioned,  and  generally  comprehended  under  diarrhoea. 
Both  got  weU  by  the  same  treatment, — opiates  and  purgatives 
combined.     I  experienced  great  benefit  from  the  use  of  digitalis 
in  a  case  of  heemoptysis.     On  the  whole,  we  may  be  considered 
to  have  been  very  healthy.     We  are  just  returned  from  the  south- 
ward ;  the  few  that  now  apply  are  aficcted  with  catarrhs. 
Plymouth,  Nov.  SO  J  1811. 


1812*  Pharmaceutical  and  Medical  Observations.       •    12S 

Pharmaceutical  and  Medical  Observations^  communicated  to  Dr 
Kellie  by  James  Cassils,  M.  D.  Pbysicioni  Kendal. 

!•     Black  Drop. 

The  late  learned  Dr  Parr,  in  his  excellent  Medical  Dictionaiyy 
thinks  that  neither  of  the  preparations  of  opium  that  I  gave  you 
an  account  of,  in  the  first  volume  of  your  Journal,  is  the  ge- 
nuine Idack  drop :  Perhaps  it  may  be  so,  particularly  with  the 
tincture  prepared  from  rectified  spirit,  and  it  may  differ  in  some 
trivial  respects  from  the  other  with  vegetable  acid  ;  but  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  equally  efficacious  with  that  medicine. 

There  is  an  article  in  the  2d  volume  of  the  abridged  edition 
of  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  which  induces  me  to  believe^ 
that  the  famous  Van  Helmont  was  the  original  inventor  of  thi^ 
remedy.    I  think  it  unnecessary  to  quote  the  formula* 

2.  Tincture  of  Lavender. 
Although  this  medicine  may  not  be  reckoned  of  much  use^ 
yet  as  it  has  a  place  in  the  British  Pharmacopoeiasi  and  as  it  is 
of  some  consequence  to  facilitate  pharmaceutical  operation,  I 
b^  leave  to  recommend  the  following  formula,  it  being,  in  my 
judgment,  as  good  as  any  other,  and  prepared  without  any  arti* 
cle  undergoing  the  process  of  distillation. 
^  Cort.  cinnamom.  lauri  |ij. 

Caryophil.  aromaU  |j. 

Nucis  myristic£e  mochat.  f  ss* 

OL  volat.  iavend.  spicae  3iij« 

rosimarin.  officinal.  5y« 

Lig.  pterocarp.  Santolin.  |ss. 

Alcoholis, 

— — ^—  diluti,  utriusque  lb.  ij.    Macera  per  dies  sep- 
tem,  etcola.  =*=» 

S.  On  the  Solvent  Panccrs  of  Milk. 
Amongst  the  various  solvents  of  camphor,  and  those  sub- 
stances called  gum-resins,  there  is  one  which  I  have  not  found 
mentioned  by  any  writer  on  chemistry  or  the  Materia  Medica 
that  I  am  acquainted  with,  namely,  milk.  By  triturating  cam< 
phor  with  milk,  it  is  nearly  as  readily  dissolved  as  with  rectified 
spirit;  and  this  property  I  apprehend  docs  not  altogether  depend 
upon  the  cream  constituting  one  of  its  component  parts ;  for 
skimmed  milk,  whey,  and  the  coagulable  matter  obtained  by 
spontaneous  separation,  are  more  or  less  solvents  of  camphor. 
The  latter,  when  dried,  and  made  into  a  pulp  with  distilled  water, 
dissolves  it  in  considerable  quantity,  and  forms  a  beautiful  white 
solution.  As  the  above  fact  is  not  generally  known,  I  beg  leave 
fo  suggest}  that  it  may  be  of  considerable  use  in  performing 
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some  pharmacentical  operations,  and  particularly  where  economj 
is  an  object,  as  in  infirmaries  and  other  charitable  institutions; 
for  instance,  the  emulsio  camphorata  may  be  very  readily  pre- 
pared in  this  manner. 

B  Camphor.  3ss. 

Lactis  vaccini  SW.    Solve,  et  adde 
Aq.  fontanse  ^viiss. 

In  this  preparation,  none  of  the  camphor  is  lost  by  precipita- 
tion. Again,  in  preparing  the  tinctura  opii  camphorata,  I  nave 
snbstituted  the  milk  for  proof  spirit,  and  jSnd  it  very  usefnl  in 
coughs,  when  I  think  an  opiate  necessarv ;  nay,  it  is  perhaps  a 
more  safe  medicine;  for  the  spirit,  that  forms  a  principal  article 
in  the  common  paregoric  elixir,  is  more  frequently  calculated  to 
excite  coughing  than  to  remove  it. 

Farther,  when  the  external  apph'cation  of  camphor  is  wished 
for,  without  the  addition  of  alcohol,  it  may  be  very  easily  applied 
in  the  following  embrocation,  which  may  be  called  lac  camphora- 
tom  cum  sapone. 

JL  Camphor.  Jj. 
Lactis  vaccini  f  iv. 
Saponis  mollis  ^.     M. 

Lastly,  cream  forms  an  elegant  liniment  with  camphor,  which 
is  not  soluble  in  water.  » 

From  this  property  of  milk  in  dissolving  camphor,  I  was  led  to 
try  its  effects  on  the  gum*resins,  and  found  that  it  dissolved  as- 
solbetida,  gum  ammoniac,  guaiacum,  and  myrrh,  sooner  than 
water ;  and  I  think  it  a  better  vehicle  for  the  adminbtration  of 
these  remedies,  as  it  not  only  forms  a  more  perfect  solution,  but 
renders  their  taste  less  unpleasant  Milk  also  dissolves  rosin  and 
pitch,  balsam  of  Peru  and  Tolu  in  small  quantities.  By  the  pro- 
secution of  these  experiments,  I  have  no  doubt  but  some  of  your 
ingenious  correspondents  may  be  able  to  throw  farther  light  on 
the  above  interesting  facts. 

4.  Scrofulous  Ulcers. 
Notwithstanding  the  number  of  remedies  recommended  by 
practical  writers  fur  the  cure  of  scrofulous  ulcers,  unconnected 
with  caries  of  the  bones,  it  is  to  be  feared,  that  by  far  the  ma- 
jor part  are  useless,  and  that  not  one  is  to  be  entirely  depend- 
ed upon.  But,  after  some  experien<?e,  1  beg  leave  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  my  professional  brethren  to  an  external  application, 
which  I  flatter  myself  is  justly  entitled  to  their  confioence;  for 
neither  myself^  nor  those  of  my  friends  who  are  acquainted 
with  it,  have  ever  been  disappointed.  It  is  nothing  else  than  a 
strong,  sometimes  a  saturated  solution  of  the  sulphate  of  zinc  in 
water.     I  order  linen  rags  to  be  dipt  into  as  strong  a  solution  as 
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die  patieDt  can  bear,  and  appKed  to  the  sore  two  or  three  times 
a- day.  If  it  causes  conmlerafale  smartinf^,  (which  is  often  the 
case  at  first),  I  desine  the  patient  to  moisten  the  rag  over  the 
pert  affected  with  cold  water,  till  the  pain  is  rendered  more 
tolerable,  and  by  degrees  to  apply  the  strong  solution,  as  direct- 
ed, while  the  disease  remains.  Sometimes  a  slight  discharge  of 
blood  takes  place,  and  at  other  times  a  few  pimples  appear  round 
the  margin  of  the  uk*ef ;  but,  generally  speaking,  in  a  few  days, 
an  healuy  action  of  all  the  disoised  part  takes  place,  geneine  pas 
is  discharged,  sound  granulations  are  formed,  and  in  a  few  weeks 
cicatrization  is  completed. 

In  die  worst  cases  that  have  come  under  my  care,  no  internal 
remedies  were  adsninistered,  so  that  the  whole  efficacy  of  curing 
acrofiikMis  sores,  rests  wish  the  strong  solution  of  sulphate  of 
zinc  s  and  I  cannot  avoid  saying,  that  the  above  spedes  of  ulcer 
win  be  no  longer  considered  an  opprobrium  to  the  heaKng  art. 
For  the  knowledge  of  this  invahiable  remedy,  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr  Soaserville,  an  excellent  surgeon  to  the  General  Infirmary, 
Stafford. 

Sfaioe  I  have  written  the  above,  I  have  seen  the  second  edition 
of  Mr  Key's  Practical  Surgery,  and  am  happy  to  add,  that  my  ex- 
petienoeof  the  good  effects  of  this  medicine  are  corroborated  by 
thai  gentleman.  He  indeed  only  recommends  a  weak  solution  of 
this  metaUic  salt,  viz.  3ss.  in  a  pint  of  water,  to  whidi  is  added, 
an  ounceof  spirit  of  rosemary,  and  a  dram  of  spirit  of  lavender; 
and,  even  in  that  diluted  state,  it  is  found  to  possess  very  active 
powers.  e^w» 

Imposition  practised  tipan  ike  Editors. 

It  is  with  tlie  most^ainfal  fbelings,  that  we  have  now  to  ealT 
ibe  attention  of  our  readers  to  a  most  unwarrantable,  and  almost 
incredible  transaction.  About  the  middle  of  June,  when  the 
last  sheet  of  our  Jotfrntri  for  July  was  at  press,  we  received 
a  letter,  purporting  to  be  a  <XKnmunication  from  Mr  Simmons 
of  Manchester,  and  signed  with  his  name.  Having  no  reason 
to  suspect  its  authenticity,  and  never  dreaming  of  imposition,  we 
took  the  opportunity  of  the  press  being  accidentally  stopt,  to 
annovnce,  in  a  part  of  the  impression,  its  receipt.  Unlackiiy 
none  ef  these  Numbers,  in  which  this  notice  was  inserted,  went 
to  Manchester,  otherwise  the  deception  might  have  been  disco- 
vered in  time  to  have  prevented  the  trick  from  taking  effect. 

In  about  a  month  after  the  publication,  we  were  astoni&hed, 
and  mortified,  by  receiving  a  letter  from  Mr  Simmons,  informing 
US,  that  the  communication  was  not  written  by  him ;  that  the 
wh<de  was  ajkbrication ;  and  the  affixing  his  name  to  it  v^  forgery. 

It  instantly  became  our  duty  to  use  every  means  in  our 
power  to  discover  the  author  ^  to  declare  publicly  our  senti- 
ments  of  -die  transaction  \  end  to  redress,  so  fer  as  we  ean,  tli^ 
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injury  we  have  been  mack  the  instruments  of  doing  to  Mr  Sim*! 
mons's  feelings  and  professional  reputation.  | 

But  Mr  Simmons  is  not  the  only  person  injured  by  this  un-l 
principled  transaction  ;  both  we,  the  editors,  and  the  profession 
at  large,  have  been  grossly  abused. 

We  trust  that  the  instance  is  solitary  with  regard  to  us,  and 
very  rare  in  genera).  Were  such  conduct  frequent,  the  credit 
of  all  Journalists  must  be  effeccualh  destroyed,  and  the  public 
would  justly  withdraw  its  confidence  from  them.  Upon  the  injury 
done  to  the  profession  at  large  we  need  not  expatiate,  for  even 
the  subscription  of  a  respectable  name  would  no  longer  be  suffi- 
cient to  give  authenticity  to  their  communications;  and  tlie 
false  proverb,  ••  medical  facts^  medical  Ites^  "  which  has  hitherto 
been  uttered  only  by  the  designing  or  the  thoughtless,  might 
then  become  a  truth. 

The  imposition  is  equally  calculated  to  injure  the  reputation 
of  a  respectable  individual,  of  ourselves,  and  of  the  profef^iou ; 
and  we  are  all  interested  in  detecting  and  exposing  to  universal 
indignation  its  author. 

So  far  as  Mr  Simmons  is  personally  concerned,  we  have  great 
pleasure  in  making  public  the  very  satisfactoiy  resolutions  of 
the  Weekly  Board,  and  of  the  Faculty  of  the  Manchester  Infir- 
mary. In  the  sentiments  which  they  express,  we,  in  common 
with  every  person  jealous  of  the  honour  of  the  profession,  hearti- 
ly concur.  « 

No.  1. — To  ike  Trusties  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary. 

Gentlemen — With  permission,  I  will  Jay  before  you  the  last 
Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Jouiiial.  ft 
contains  an  article,  purporting  to  have  come  from  me,  of  the 
existence  of  which  I  was  totally  ignorant,  till  it  was  pointed  out 
to  me  in  the  Journal. 

This  letter  is  a  Forgery. 

But,  as  a  case  of  lithotomy  did  occur  at  the  infirmary,  in 
September  1810,  manifestly  alluded  to  by  ihe  writer,  his  false* 
uooD  shall  next  appear  upon  indubitable  proofs. 

In  that  case,  the  section  of  the  bladder  was  made  with  the 
gorget ;  but  the  stone  was  extracted  at  the  time  of  the  operation, 
without  any  enlargement  of  the  wound.  This  proof  is  in  itself 
8u£Scient ;  but  it  is  still  further  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that, 
during  the  operation,  from  certain  obstacles  that  presented,  the 
staff  was  reintroduced  into  the  bladder,  to  serve  as  a  guide  to 
the  forceps,  which  led  to  the  immediate  removal  of  the  stone. 
From  this  it  is  absolutely  certain,  that  the  gorget  had  not  taken 
an  improper  direction,  as  falsely  insinuated  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  FORGED  letter:  and  consequently  no  Uame  is  imputable 
to  the  operation. 

Br-  '^        •  '^ial  evidatccj  the  letter  was  written,  or  the  ma- 
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terials  for  it  were  supplied,  by  a  person  who  was  present  at  that 
operation.  On  this  ground  it  is»  and  notion  any  personal  con- 
Bkleration»  that  I  have  thought  k  my  duty  to  submit  the  business 
to  your  notice. — 1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen,  yours,  &c» 
George  Street^  I8lh  November^  181  !•  W.  SiMMONa. 

No.  2. — Manchester  Infirmary ^  3d  December ,  181  !• 
Dear  Sir — I  have  much  pleasure  in  obeying  the  orders  of  the 
Weekly  Board  of  the  25th  ult.  in  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  the  18th  November,  and  of 
the  Faculty  connected  with  the  charity  thereupon. — I  am,  very 
truly,  dear  Sir,  yours,  &c.  J.  Hibbeut, 

ir.  Simmons^  Esq,  Surgeon^  Manchester. 

No.  S. — Manchester  Infirmary  Weekly  Boards  1 8,  November  1811. 

Mr  Simmons  having  sent  a  letter  to  the  Board,  respecting  a 
letter  which  had  appeared  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  Journal  of 
October  last,  purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but 
which  Mr  Simmons  declares  is  a  forgery,  and  that  it  contains  a 
gross  misrepresentation  of  the  operation  which  was  performed 
at  this  infirmary ; 

Resolved  unanimously, 

That  it  appears  to  this  Board,  by  the  foregoing  communication 
from  Mr  Simmons,  that  the  object  and  tendency  of  the  forged 
letter  was  to  lessen  the  professional  character  of  Mr  Simmons ; 
and,  he  being  one  of  the  Faculty  connected  with  this  hospital, 
that  its  reputation  and  success  might  consequendy  be  injured. 

That  it  must  have  been  written  by  some  person  present  at  the 
operation,  or  by  some  one  to  whom  such  person  related  the  cir- 
cumstances $  and  therefore  proves,  that  there  has  been  a  breach 
of  that  confidence  which  is  placed  in  every  attendant  upon  ope- 
rations. And,  that  this  Board  is  always  anxious  to  support  the 
Faculty  in  the  unrestrained  exercise  of  their  duty,  and  in  the 
maintenance  of  their  professional  character,  upon  which  the  wel- 
fare of  the  charity  so  much  depends. 
Resolved  unanimously, 

That  a  copy  of  Mr  Siramons*s  letter  to  the  Board,  together 
with  the  foregoing  resolution,  be  laid  before  a  meeting  of  the  Fa- 
culty, speciaUy  to  be  convened  for  that  purpose ;  with  an  assur- 
ance that  this  Board  will  be  very  glad  if  the  Faculty  can  suggest 
any  means  by  which  the  author  ofso  infamous  a  transaction  may 
be  discovered. 

Resolved  unanimously. 

That  the  secretary  be  directed  immediately  to  take  the  usual 
steps  to  procure  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty,  agreeably  to  the  fore* 
going  resolution.  ,  James  Hibbert,  Chairoian, 
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Reeved)  Weeklif  Boards  2 nth  Naomibar^  181  i.     | 

That  so  soon  as  tberesohitions^f  the  Faculty,  coosequent  upon  \ 
the  comraunicatioii  made  to  them  by  the  Board,  last  week,  are  in  \ 
possession  of  the  treasurer,  that  he  be  authorized  to  transisit  a  i 
copy  of  the  same,  and  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Board,  I 
to  Mr  Simmons,  as  the  reply  of  the  Board  to  his  letter  of  the  i 
iSth  instant.  James  Hibbset,  Chairman.     I 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Facuky  bdonffing  to  this  hospital,  sam-  ! 
inoned  at  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Soard,  and  held  November 
22d,  IS  1 1,  Present, 

Dr  Barddley,    Dr  Henry,     Dr  Wimtanley,     Mr  HamihoD. 
Resolved  unanimously, 

Isty  That  this  meeting  highly  disapprove  of  the  publication  of 
which  Mr  Simmons  ^as  oomplained  in  his  letter  to  t)ie  Weeklj 
Board ;  and  that  they  consider  it  not  only  as  a  violation  of  profes- 
aional  honour  and  confidence,  but  as  an  insidious  and  unwar* 
rantable  attack  on  Mr  Simmons's  professional  character. 

2^,  That,  notwithstanding  our  sense  of  its  extren^  in^ro- 
priety  and  injustice,  we  are  not  aware  of  any  measure,  which  it 
is  within  our  province  to  take  for  the  discovery  of  the  writer,  etr 
that  we  can  do  any  thing  more  than  express  our  strocfg  ccupdem- 
nation  dl  the  forgery,  Mdd  of  the  motives  by  which  its  av^or 
has  beon  actuated. 

Si2,  That  the  above  resolutions  be  sent  to  «iioh  of  the.pfaysi* 
cians  and  surgeons  connected  with  the  hospital,  as  have  not  i^ 
tended  this  meeting,  and  also  the  communication  from  ttie  JSoafdy 
with  Mr  Simmons's  letter.  S.  A.  Bardsley^  Chainqiaih 

Gavin  Hamilton,        J.  A.  Ransome,         Wm.  Henrj^, 

John  Thorpe,  J.  Ainsworth,  W».  Winataoky^ 

John  Mitchell,  Edward  llohne. 

Theatre  of  Anatomy^  BartUtt  Courts  ffolborn. 

Mr  Avmiger,  surgeon-extraordinary  to  bis  Boyal  Highness 
the  Duke  of  Kent,  and  surgeon  to  the  Eastern  Dispen^ry,  will 
commence  his  spring  course  of  lectures  on  Anatomy^  Physiplog_v, 
and  Surgery,  on  Monday,  20ih  January. 

Pracacal  Anatomy,  and  Demonstrations,  10  in  the  .morning. 
—Particulars  may  be  known  by  applying  at  Mr  Armiger's,  IT 
London  street,  Fenchurch  stieet,  or  to  Mr  H^bley,  medical 
bookseller,  24  Fleet  street. 

London  Hospital. 
Dr  Buxton's  spring  .course  of  Lectures  on  the  Practice  of  Me- 
dicine, will  be  commenced  about  January  20th. 

£htUiiM.^^iige  ie»  line  aS,  fir  acetabvU  rtad  thyroidal  foramiiM. 
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Same  Observations  an  Jntus-susceptian;  mth  an  Engraving,    'By 
Mr  HovsHip/  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  London. 

f^ABES  In  which  some  parts  of  the  intestiniil  cada]  are  found  a£- 
^  |er  .death  tQ  be  in  a  ^tate  of  intus-susceptjon,  are  not  rexy 
unfirequent.  In  many  instances,  from  the  prevailing  laxi^  ia 
the  ffi^enl  jpH^cular  structure  of  the  bowels,  there  is  erery  rea- 
son to  suppose,  that  in  certain  constitutions  this  state  may  re^ 
peatedly  occur  without  the  least  inconvenieiK^,  t^^  parts  being 
restored  to  their  proper  relictions  whenever,  solid  contents  hap- 
pen to  pass,  in  their  wav,  through  tlie  intestines.  This  aocidenty 
nowever,  in  a  habit  of  body  possessed  of  much  tone,  and  dispos- 
ed to  inflammatory  action,  is  productive  of  consequences  gene- 
raDy,  if  not  always,  fatal.  The  obstructed  portion  of  the  bowel 
beoomes  a  cause  of  great  irritation  in  the  canal,  and,  when  in« 
flammation  has, once  come  upon  parts  so  circumstanced,  the  pa- 
tient scarcdy  ever  escapes  death. 
VOU  VIII.  NO.  SO.  I 
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The  small  intestines  are  much  more  liable  to  fall  into  this  state 
than  the  large ;  and,  upon  this  account,  it  has,  by  many  practi- 
tioners, been  considered  as  a  complaint  which  is  in  every  instance 
without  remedy.  But  we  know  by  experience,  that  now  and 
then  the  rectum  has  been  found  obstructed  from  this  cause;  and, 
however  rare  such  examples  may  be,  they  are  certainly  worthy 
of  attentive  observation,  and  ought  to  be  considered  highly  in- 
teresting in  a  practical  view,  the  lower  portion  of  the  bowd  be- 
ing, to  a  certain  degree,  within  the  reacji  of  surgery. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment  of  such  cases,  mechanical  dis- 
tension, by  the  injecting  of  warm  fluids,  has  been  proposed; 
but  although,  in  the  early  stage  of  the  complaint,  such  a  plan 
may  be  capable  of  doing  good,  it  has  been  tried,  and  found  use- 
less, where  inflammation  had  previously  established  itself. 

When  intus-susception  occurs  low  down  in  the  rectum,  it  is 
presumed  that  its  existence  might  be  ascertained,  and  perhaps 
even  the  complaint  removed,  by  the  careful  introduction  of  a 
bougie,  so  large  as  to  occupy  the  usual  diameter  of  the  intestine, 
and  so  curved  and  directed  as  to  follow  the  naturnl  turns  of  the 
gut,  almost  up  to  its  superior  flexure  towards  the  colon.  Such 
an  operation,  however,  to  be  dexterously  performed,  requires  an 
accurate  idea  of  the  situation  and  extent  of  the  intestine,  in  or- 
der that  the  surgeon  may  be  able  to  determine,  beforehand,  what 
size  and  length  of  the  instrument  will  be  necessary,  according  to 
the  age  of  the  patient,  to  answer  the  end  proposed. 

The  following  case  is  an  instance  in  which  this  mode  of  treat- 
ment might  possibly  have  saved  the  patient;  but  unfortunately 
the  real  cause  of  the  child's  death  was  not  suspected,  till  the  disr 
ease  was  found  upon  examination  of  the  body. 

A  Case  of  Intussusception  of  the  Rectunu 
Jn  July  1 800,  a  fine  healthy  female  child,  at  the  breast,  was 
four  months  old,  when  it  was  first  observed  that  there  was  oc- 
casional sickness  at  stomach.  This  sickness  soon  became  more 
frequent,  and  induced  the  mother  of  the  child  to  conclude  that 
the  milk  disagreed.  Light  food,  therefore,  in  various  forms,  was 
substituted ;  but  this  was  found  to  agree  no  better  than  the 
breast-milk  had  done  before  it.  Every  thing  that  was  swallow- 
ed was  rejected  soon  afterwards. 

In  this  state,  with  little  variation,  the  infant  remained  for  the 
space  of  three  weeks,  when  a  small  quantity  of  blood  was  found 
Upon  the  napkin,  passed  with  a  mucous' slimy  stool,  attended 
with  great  straining,  restlessness,  and  apparently  much  pain. 
The  parents,  being  alarmed  at  tlie  appearance  of  blood,  imme- 
diately procured  medical  advice. 
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Gentle  aperients  were  now  ordered ;  but  their  could  not  be 
made  to  stay  on  the  stomach.  The  child  sickenedi  and  the  phy- 
sic was  thrown  up.  After  various  inefFectual  trials,  as  it  appear* 
ed  that  no  relief  was  likely  to  be  obtained  bv  these  means,  a 
warm  relaxing  injection  was  ordered,  and  tnis  was  carefully 
thrown  up ;  but  the  nurse  said  it  all  returned  immediately  with- 
out bringing  any  thing  material  with  it.  The  following  day  a 
second  injection  was  ordered,  and  given  with  no  more  effect  than 
the  first. 

Suspecting  that  there  might  have  been  some  want  of  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  nurse  to  explain  this  failure,  the  surgeon  de- 
termined that  he  would  himself  ascertain,  whether  an  enema 
might  not  be  so  injected  as  to  operate  more  successfully.  He 
was,  however,  not  more  fortunate  than  the  nurse  had  been,  for 
his  attempts  failed.  Finding  there  was  no  chance  of  procuring 
a  passage  by  the  bowels,  tittle  more  Mfas  done  j  the  child  waa 
directed  to  be  occasionally  immersed  in  warm  water,  and  this 
seemed  to  abate  the  heat  and  restlessness,  but  produced  no  per- 
manent relief. 

The  urgency  of  the  tenesmus,  the  inabilitv  to  keep  any  thing 
on  the  stomach,  and  the  frequency  in  passing  blood,  all  continued 
to  increase  rather  than  decline,  attended  with  repeated  attacks  of 
most  violent  pain,  for  the  space  of  six  days  from  the  first  bleed- 
ing ;  when  the  infant  died,  exhausted  by  her  sufferings. 

On  examination  of  the  body,  the  following  were  tne  appear** 
ances.  The  viscera  of  the  thorax  were  sound.  In  the  abdomen^ 
the  stomach  was  apparently  healthy.  The  small  intestines  had 
evidently  suffered  considerably  from  inflammation^  and  were,  up- 
on several  parts  of  their  surface,  changed  from  a  florid  red  to  a 
dark  a^d  lurid  colour.  The  large  intestines  appeared,  on  the 
first  glance,  to  be  involved  in  contusion.  There  was,  however, 
no  difficulty  in  tracing  the  rectum  upward  from  the  pelvis,  where 
it  was  very  large,  and  felt,  when  pressed,  as  if  it  was  full  of  a 
dense  flesny  substance. 

Upon  a  more  accurate  examination  of  these  parts,  it  appeared^ 
that  the  lower  portion  of  the  colon,  and  the  upper  part  of  the 
rectum,  bad  passed  down  into  the  lowef  extreihitiy  of  the  gut, 
producing  a  very  extensive  inflammation  of  the  rectum,  colon, 
and  even  the  small  intestines.  The  destee  of  stricture  was  very 
considerable,  so  that  when  the  externaicovering  of  the  intestiue 
rectum  was  divided  with  a  pair  of  scissars,  the  contained  mass 
instantly  sprung  forward,  occupying  at  least  double  its  former 
space. 

The  villous  surface  of  the  projecting  extremity  of  the  inverted 
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fntestine  was  of  a  dark  and  gnimons  colour,  being  covered  part- 
ly with  blood,  but  principally  with  a  ropy  moeois  matter. 

In  the  annexed  figure,  the  parts  ^re  seen  as*  tixq^  appear  in  the 
wet  preparation  ;  the  rectiun  was  cut  out  very  low  down  in  the 
pelvis ;  so  that  it  seems  probable,  that  the  bleeding  of  tke  |iarts 
might,  in  this  case,  have  been  rendered  more  freauent,  hi  conse* 
quence  of  some  decree  6f  accidental  violence  at  tne  time  of  giv- 
ing the  rojections ;  for  the  ttri>e  coold  scarcely  have  entered  the 
Sit,^  without  pressing  into  and  Asturbing  the  inflamed  mass  of 
e  intestine*  The  extent  of  the  intus-susception  is  si^cieutly 
apparent  upon  the  figure,  as  are  the  longitudinal  bands  of  the 
tectum^ 

MtUSireety  Hanover  Sjtiare,  DecemBer  12,  1811. 


IL 

Case  of  Caries  in  the  second  Cervical  Vertebra^  and  censequentfrac^  i 
fure  of  its  Dentiform  Process.  By  A.  G^  Kymell,  Assistant-  | 
Surgeon,  2d  Battalion,  i4fb  Eefpmmt  of  Foot.  | 

I 
_  I 

\I7rLLiAM  Wa£,K£R,  private  soklier,  aged  about  SO;  of  a  scro- 
^^      fulous  habit,  and,  to  make  use  of  his  own  expression^ 
very  much  subject  to  swellings  round  the  neck,  which  he  said 
alternately  disaippeared  and  returned,  sent  for  me  on  Sunday  the 
T2th  of  May  1811.     I  found  the  upper  and  posterior  part  of  his 
ncek  considerably  swelled  and  inflatned,  without  an^  constitu- 
tional di^ran^ement ;  he  was  free  from  fever,  and  said  that  no- 
thing but  the  pain,  which  was  produced  by  swallowing  solid 
food,  denied  him  fuU  enjoyment  of  hi^  meals.     Upon  examining 
his  throat,  nothing  unnatural  could  be  discovered*    The  tumoar 
was  very  tense  and  painful,  and  the  patient  had  been  usinc  fo- 
mentations of  vin^ar,  which  he  told  me  gave  him  ease.     1  olcd 
him,  ordered  a  poultice  to  be  applied,,  anid  gave  sulph.  magnes. 
et  infus.  senn.  to  open  his  boweu. 

Monday. — He  liad  several  stoob  ;  appetite  continued  good. 
The  tumor  was  more  difiitsed,  and  patient  felt  much  relieved. 

Wednesday. — The  inflammation  and  swelling  subsided,  anc* 
the  patient's  generalhealth  was  as  unimpaired  as  on  the  preced 
ing  days;  so  much  so,  that  I  did  not  consider  him  as  a  subjec 
for  the  hospital  ^ 

Thursday. — The  patient  complained  of  general  lassitude,.  an< 
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an  esUnordburr  munbacas  in  hh  Ieg%  which  he  found  tiiuible  to 
tuppon  him.  rdse  72  in  a  minute,  and  soft.  His  head  waf 
bent  forward,  and  I  thought  I  peroeived  an  unusual  prominenoe 
oftbecfjper  cervical  vertebrie.  I  asked  him  whetner  he  had 
&Oen,  or  in  any  way  hart  himself;  he  answered  me  in  the  nega* 
tire;  and  when  I  desired  him  to  hold  up  his  head,  he  said  be  had 
fiot  strength  to  keep  it  in  a  proper  posture  ^  and  some  of  his  com<r 
rades  «&>  were  present^  added,  that  he  always  had  bad  a  stiflT 
fleck,  and  carried  his  head  stooping.  I  repeated  the  question^ 
vbether  he  was  certain  that  he  had  not  hurt  himself;  he  said  he 
^9s  qoite  sure  he  had  nou 

On  Ffidm,  the  i7th,  I  was  alarmed  to  6nd  bim  in  a  paral}^ 

tic  state^  and  incapable  of  the  slightest  motion.    His  countenance 

was  of  a  livid  hue,  and  he  spoke  with  difficulty;  the  extremities 

were  deprived  of  sensation  and  their  niUural  warmth*    JSuppres^- 

^ioDof  orine  and  feces.    Seeing  him  in  such  a  state,  I  was  ior 

staody  struck  with  the  idea,  that  bis  habit  of  stocmiqg  might,  by 

die  constant  pressure  of  the  odontoid  process  of  toe  oeitetus  on 

the  transverse  ligament  of  the  atlas,  have  occasioned  an  absorp- 

^  of  this  ligament,  and  the  process,  thus  broken  loose,  by  comr 

prewii^  the  spinal  marrow,  produced  the  above  symptoms.   Par- 

ticolarcare  was  taken  to  keep  the  patient's  head  m  its  natural 

and  upright  position,  and  he  was  taken  into  the  hospital;  although 

the  severity  of  the  symptoms  gave  not  the  least  hope  of  recovery 

by  the  only  means,  anchylosis  <^  the  bones,  in  the  supposed  case 

of  absorption,  or  rupture  of  the  transverse  ligament  of  the  first 

Tertebnu     I  introduced  a  catheter,  and,  on  raising  the  patient 

in  the  bed  to  evacuate  the  urine  more  freely,  I  had  the  mortifi- 

cvioa  to  see  him  suddenly  expire* 

Dissection. — I  separated  from  the  neck  of  the  deceased,  the 
three  uppermost  vertebrae,  in  order  to  be  able  to  examine  them 
inore  raimstely.  I  found  ray  preconceived  opinion  of  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  disease  erroneous,  but  that  the  dentiform  pro- 
cm  of  the  second  vertebra  was  fractured  at  its  base,  having  been 
attenuated  by  caries.  The  anterior  and  posterior  surfaces  of  this 
process  were  corroded.  The  body  of  the  vertebra  itself  was 
oeariy  destroyed  by  caries,  which  had  attacked  its  anterior  as 
weS  as  posterior  surface ;  both  the  right  and  left  capsular  liga- 
ment, connecting  the  first  and  second  vertebra,  bad  lust  their  in^ 
ferior  bold.  Tlie  internal  as  weU  as  external  common  ligament 
of  the  vertebrae  destroyed  where  they  pass  over  the  second  ver- 
tebra, bat  no  visible  injury  done  to  the  spinal  marrow  or  its 
nembraaea.  No  collection  of  matter  was  found  around,  or  in 
i)e  vicinity  of  the  diseased  bone;  ''and  this  caries  must  therefore 
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have  been  of  that  kind  which  Richerand,  in  his  Nosographie 
Chinirgicale,  torn.  1,  p.  487,  mentions,  speaking  of  diseases  of 
the  vertebrae.  He  says,  **  D'autres  fois,  Tos  est  attetnt  d'une 
carie  s^che,  espece  de  vermoulure,  dans  laqnelle  les  absorbaos 
paroissent  s'^tre  empar^s  de  ses  molecules,  de  maniere  qu'il  ne 
reste  aucun  debris  de  la  destruction."  On  makinfjr  the  incision 
through  the  integuments  an4  muscles,  to  cut  out  the  vertebra, 
purulent  matter  oozed  oat  of  some  glands  lying  in  the  way  of 
the  scalpel. 

After  the  man's  death,  a  seijeant  related  to  me  the  following 
accident,  which  be  said  happened  to  the  deceased  on  Sunday  the 
12th  (the  day  I  was  first  called  to  him.)    He  related,  that  Wal- 
ker, while  looking  on  some  persons  playing  at  fives,  suddenly 
threw  his  head  backwards,  on  the  ball  taking  a  direction  towards : 
him,  and  immediately  exclaimed  to  the  seijeant,  that  be  fdt  as  i 
if  something  had  given  way  in  his  neck.     So  little  can  a  medi- 
cal man  sometimes  dfepend  on  his  patient's  veracity;  and  so 
liable  is  he  to  form  a  false  .diagnosis !    The  fear  of  beinff  laugh- 
ed at  by  his  comrades  for  having  broken  his  neck,  was  pernaps  tnis 
unfortunate  man's  motive  for  concealing  the  truth,  which,  how- 
ever, in  this  instance,  proved  of  no  consequence  as  to  the  temii- 
nation  of  the  disease.  ....... 

MaUa^  Sth  November^  XSIU 
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i 
History  of  a  Fever  *aJiich  prevailed  in  the  Suburbs  of  Paisley  ;  "sciii 
an  account  (vfthe  utility  of  Blood-letting  in  imperjkcl  crises^  s2ir. 
convalescence^  and  lifigering  ailments.  By  James  Muir,  Sur 
geon,  Taisley,  and  Member  of  the  Faculty  of  PbyoGiaiis  an 
Surgeons,  Glasgow.  I 

IK  the  most  elevated  situation,  and  in  a  part  of  the  suburbs  t 
the  south  of  this  town,  chiSfy  inhabited  by  working  people^, 
fever  prevailed  in  January,  February,  and  March  1 8  M .  Durir 
the  two  first  months,  the  weather  was  uncommonly  severe,  ui 
almost  constant  alternations  of  snow,  sleet,  rain,  and  frost, 
that  it  seldom  continued  in  the  same  state  for  24  houris  tc^g^etht 
Of  thirteen  families  which  I  attended,  3S  individuals  we 
Seized  with  fever,  only  one  of  whom  died.    This  patient 
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leoi  far  tbe  first  time  on  the  9th  day  of  the  disease,  and  died 
ofl  the  Itrhf  after  passii^  a  great  quantity  of  grumous  blood,  by 
stool 

ITie  fever  gesterally  commenced  with  shivering;  in  some 
there  was  excruciating  pain  of  the  back,  and  in  others  severe 
headach ;  the  skia  was  ary ;  the  tongue  loaded  or  very  red  ;  the 
puke  quick*  in  many  instances  almost  imperceptible,  and  in 
some,  for  many  davs,  in  a  fluttering  state.  During  the  disease 
there  came  on  much  watchfulness,  delirium,  and  seeming  fatui- 

2;  in  manv  cases  there  wa^  pain  in  tbe  abdomen,  and  in  a 
iv,  painful  micturition*  The  feces  were  commonly  brown* 
thin,  and  very  fetid ;  in  many  instances,  the  bowels  were  loose, 
and  in  a  few  costive:  both  states  were  equally  benefited  by 
purgatives.  In  all  cases  there  was  ereat  prostration  of  strength, 
and  deep  sickness.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  or  si;ctee^  .days  from 
coofinement,  signs  of  convalescence  were  observable,  though 
there  was  seldom  a  weD  marked  crisis. 

llie  headach  was  relieved  by  opening  the  temporal  artery  or 
jugular  vein,  and  blistering  the  back  of  the  neck.  Cold  affu- 
sion,  even  when  employed  on  the  first  day  of  attack,  did  not 
stop,  though  it  seemed  to  render  the  disease  milder.  Purgatives 
at  first,  and  laxatives  afterwards,  afforded  relief;  but  at  the  com- 
mencement, emetics  were  entitled  to  the  preference,  as  they 
sometimes  arrested  the  progress  of  the  disease  at  once,  and  iii- 
variably  moderated,  when  they  did  not  stop  its  course. 

One-fourth  of  the  whole  number  relapsed,  and  the  conv^ 
lescence  of  many  was  extremely  slow. 

Six  of  the  thirty-two  patients  continued,  afler  the  18th  day, 
without  any  mitigation  of  the  fever,  which  extended  in  some  of 
these  to  the  4th  and  even  to  the  5th  week.  Two  of  them  were 
much  distressed  with  headach,  one  of  whom  had  also  for  a  few 
days  slight  pain  in  the  breast ;  the  other,  who  was  at  times  in  a 
very  hatiess  drowsy  state,  with  Hushed  face,  had  severe  pain  in 
die  lumbar  region  i  the  pulse,  in  both,  seldom  exceedea  100; 
was  feeble,  and  sometimes  flattering.  Three  had  slight  cough, 
only  one  ci  whom  had  any  pain  in  the  chest ;  but  they  all  com- 
plained  of  a  sense  of  weight  or  oppres^on  at-  the  pit  of  the 
tfomach.  Having  failed  to  relieve  the  headach  and  oppression 
at  the  prsBCordia,  by  purgatives,  saline  mixtures,  and  blisters,'! 
had  recourse  to  the  lancet,  in  hopes  of  diminisliing  the  headach  ; 
removing  the  load  from  the  pra^cordia,  and  of  giving  a  favour- 
able direction  to  a  crisis.  The  (|uantity  of  b](X)u  drawn  did  not 
exceed  1 1  ounces  in  any  case ;  and  in  none  was  it  necessary  to 
repeat  the  operation,  as  the  morbid  affections  of  the  head,  the 
chest,  and  tbe  beUy,  yielded  immediately,  or  soon  after  the  bleed- 
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ing ;  the  thirst  abated,  and  the  appetite  returned.  In  hectic 
fe^^er,  when  no  care  can  be  effected,  I  have  foahd  sniall  bleed- 
ings as  sucoessfol  as  in  the  present  instances,  for  relieving  op- 
pression at  the  pit  of  the  stonlach,  pain  of  the  breasii,  and  cough. 
They  have  been  often  of  greater  advantage  than  blisters,  opiates, 
and  all  expectorants,  and  indeed  will  \e  found  useful  in  all 
diseases  where  there  is  pain  or  oppr^sion  at  the  praecordia. 
In  some  other  cases  of  fever,  I  have  found  it  iiei^essair  to  repeat 
the  venesection,  before  the  pr&ecordia  was  entirely  i*efieved.  In 
the  sixth  case,  where  there  were  ciiuch  teriderriess  and  pain  in 
the  abdomen,  and  the  stools  were  of  It  brownish  colour,  blood- 
letting was  not  employed,  but  a  combination  of  calonid  and 
opium  removed  the  pain,  restored  the  above  discharge  to  a  na- 
tural colour  and  consistence,  and  procured  a  crisis. 

Five  of  the  patients,'  after  the  usud  pericd  of  convalesGence, 
though  free  from  feVer,  made  almdSt  no  pfdgress  to  recovery. 
.  One  of  them,  while  under  the  disease,  was  Very  delirious,  and 
cried  or  screamed  incessantly ;  he  was  deaf,  passi^  numerous 
black  stools,  and  had  derived  some  relief  from  blistering.  Al- 
though, after  the  feVer,  he  tdok  his  food  wisll  for  some  weeb, 
he  gained  neither  strength  nor  appearance;  his  skin  wa^  hard,  his 
bowels  lobise,  and  his  temper  pe^vibh : — after  losing  a  few  ounces 
of  blood,  he  was  daily  nourished  by  his  food,  the  diarrhcea  in- 
stantly ceased,  and,  from  being  extremely  emaciated,  he  became 
soon  plump  and  healthy.  Another  was  freed  froth  general  de- 
bility, and  cured  of  cough,  by  the  detraction  of  eight  ounces  of 
blood.  A  ^ird  continued  t6  languish  without  ihy  particular 
comJ3laintj  but  gradually  attained  nealth  and  streh^h,  after  a 
moderate  bleeding.  Id  this  other  two,  who  ^ipre  yloung  men, 
about  fifteen  years  df  age,  the  appetite  and  beiilthy  ap^arance 
returned ;  but  they  continued  stationiiry  with  respect  to  strength, 
and,  though  able  to  work  a  little,  were  soon  fati^iied.  ISiood 
letting,  to  the  e)ctent  of  ninie  ounces,  wa&  followed  by  the  s«anic 
happy  effects  as  in  the  thl-ee  pt-eceding  case^ ;  and  brie  of  the^: 
patients  was  almost  iUstatatly  relieved  from  a  strong  palpitation 
at  the  heart,  ia  symptom  which  I  have  observ'ed  Ih  other  cases  ai 
a  sequel  to  fever.  Of  tliese  five  patients,  only  one  was  bliii 
during  the  course  of  the  feveir. 

Though  fever  sometimes  profes  a  cure  for  other  diseases,  yt 
we  often  hear  patients  date  the  commencement  of  ^me  chro*ni( 
complaint;  as  headach,  dyspnoea,  palpitation  of  the  heart,  djsjn  i 
sia,  wandering  pains,  &c.  fron\  the  period  when  they  laboun 
under  fever,  which  will  generally  be  found  to  have  been  slow  \\ 
its  ^rogsess,  imperfect  in  its  crisis,  witli  a  tedious,  incomplci 
recovery.    Naluj^e  ^Ould  0ot  repair  the  injury,  or  remove  ib 
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ftbstmelkiii.  fay  ber  teOAe  febrile  cfibrts.  Might  not  these  evtl«^ 
in  latDj  faistancefl,  be  averted  by  the  safe  and  aimpic  means  em- 
dcffd  in  tbe  {ireeedhig  cases,  when,  after  removing  a  slight 
load,  the  system  seemed  to  start  into  renewed  life  and  vigour  ? 
It  wtii  b^  fortunate  if,  in  this  manner,  much  of  the  suffering 
and  disease  which  then  originate  to  embitter  boman  life,  can  be 
pnvenied. 

Few  sitsations  are  more  disagreeable  to  a  medical  practitioner, 
than,  after  having  attended  the  progress  of  an  acute  disease,  td 
see  htsjpatknt  long  in  attaining  a  confirmed  state  of  health,  or 
his  sufferings  renewed  by  relapse.  Protracted  convalescetice, 
and  rc]q»e,  in  most  cases,  are  occasioned  by  irritation  of  the 
stomach  or  bowels,  and  by  exposure  to  cold.  In  the  tender 
state  of  the  ch\loDoetic  organs  after  fever,  there  is  often  too  great 
^  craving  for  fooa,  and  patients  are  apt  to  be  injured  by  a  small 
quantity  of  animal  food,  or  by  lighter  diet  in  too  great  quantity. 
The  danger  of  Indulgence,  or  from  cold  exposure,  is  great,,  and 
patients  siiouU  be  strongly  ibrew^ncd  of  tne  consequences. 

Fevers  are  generally  dangerous  only  in  proportion  to  the  de- 
gree of  local  itfTectioo,  which  is  often  in  a  gr<^t  measure  ovei^ 
looked  in  the  ^rst  attack,  but  is  more  strikingly  displayed  in 
relapse.  In  such  case^  although  local  inflammation  may  not 
assume  that  decided  character  which  it  does  in  a  more  vigorous 
state  of  the  system,  yet  the  progress  is  sometimes  not  less  rapid, 
uultK^  ibnger  is  as  much  to  be  dreaded.  Indeed,  no  small  part 
of  the  danger  arises  from  the  little  suspicion  of  the  possibility  of 
its  existence  which  prevails  among  medical  men,  who  are  too 
rductant  to  employ  the  effectual  means  of  counteraction.  I 
have  seen  it  prove  fatal,  in  the  various  forms  of  phrenitis, 
pneumonia,  ga^ritis,  enteritis,  pulmonary  consumption,  and 
marasmus.  Dissection  of  those  who  die  of  relapse  seldom  fhib 
to  discover  traces  of  inflammation,  which  most  frequently  has 
had  its  seat  in  some  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  In  those  who 
continue  to  linger,  after  the  febrile  symptoms  have  subsided, 
some  lurking  organical  affection,  originating  from  errors  in  diet 
and  exposure  to  cold,  moy  generally  be  discovered* 

Recovery  from  fever  mav  be  greatly  accelerated,  and  tbe 
danger  of  relapse  lessened,  by  carefully  swathing  the  body  with 
flannel,  in  tbe  naanner  recommended  by  Dr  White,  and  so  exten* 
^vely  ai  weU  as  successfully  employed  by  Dr  Dewar  for  the  cure 
of  dywitery.  *  Its  good  effects  are  the  support,  and  equable  tem* 
perature  it  affords  the  body,  and  the  preservatieto  or  restoration 
of  the  fonctions  of  the  skin.  This  practice  has  been  found  be- 
neficial in  the  continued  fever  of  this  country,  by  a  gentleman 
who  has  hi^  much  experience  of  its  efficacy  i  and  this  may  be 


158  Mr  MuirV  History  of  a  Fever  in  Paidty*  April 

reasonably  expected,  when  it  is  oonndered  that,  betides  the  ad- 
vantages of  repose,  the  external  warmth  of  bed-dothes,  by  re- 
.  storing  the  cutaneous  discharge,  does  frequently  more  good  in 
disease  than  all  other  curative  means. 

It  would  be  travelling  beyond  the  limits  of  this  communics- 
lion,  to  enter  into  any  speculation  respecting  the  employment  of 
the  same  means  in  some  cases  of  Ungenng,  undefined  complaints, 
which  do  not  readily  yield  to  the  Jisual  remedies.  I  cannot,  how- 
ever, resist  this  opportunity  of  hinting  at  the  utility  of  moderate 
bleedings,  in  relieving  the  symptoms,  and  in  aiding  ather  reme^ 
dies  employed  for  the  cure  ot  that  slow  febrile  state  of  body, 
which  attends  many  chronic  ailments,  and  precedes  most  con- 
sumptive diseases* 


IV. 

Medical  Report^  By  James  Clarke,  M.  D.  late  Physidan  to 
the  Nottingham  General  Hospital,  and  the  Vaccine  Institu- 
tion ;  now  Ilesident  Physician  at  Sidmouth. 

Dear  Sir, — Obliged  by  long  and  serious  indisposition  to 
ehanf^e  my  residence  for  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  this  commu- 
nication will  be  the  last  of  that  series  of  ^^  Medical  Reports  for 
Nottingham, "  which  I  shall  have  the  pleasure  of  sending  you. 
This  paper  begins  with  observations  and  cases,  iilustratiye  of  the 
table  of  diseases  already  published  in  the  26th  oiumber  of  the 
Journal,  followed  by  an  account  of  the  epidemic  constiUition 
from  April  1 810  to  March  1811;  to  which  is  appended^  the  Me- 
teorological table  for  that  period ;  and  the  table  of  diseases,  as 
usual,  concludes  the  medical  report  for  Nottingham. 

In  the  month  of  August,  I  commenced  my  meteorological  re- 
marks in  bidmouth,  from  which  I  promise  myself  considerable 
pleasure  and  satisfaction.  Much  has  been  said  on  tlie  mildness 
of  the  climate  of  our  southern  coast ;  but  I  have  not  met  with 
any  correct  minutes  on  the  temperature,  from  which  a  just  cohit 
parison  could  be  drawn.  The  observations  in  which  I  am  now 
engaged,  are  exactly  on  the  same  plan  as  the  meteorological  jour- 
nals I  have  kq)t  for  the  last  six  jears  at  Nottingham,  and  will 
with  them  hold  a  just  comparison.  I  send  you  a  table  for  the 
last  year,  beginning  with  April,  in  continuation  of  the  table  al- 
ready introduced  ;  but  two  months  are  unavoidably  lost,  and  the 
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last  fimr  months  only  are  for  this  place,  of  which  I  sliall  now 
proceed  to  give  you  a' brief  sketch* 

M^im,  a^t^  UMgoun  vJTcment  atntl  pour  servir  de  teM  i  Thkloire  det  mai** 
I  Ufiu  dalcmiiiid  **  Pjjib&, 


SidwuMti^  a  fimall  market*town»  is  situated  in  a  beautiful  vale 
on  the  coast  of  Devonshire,  and  receives  its  name  from  a  small 
river  whicb  runs  by  the  town  into  the  ^a.  It  is  15  miles  from 
Exeter,  9  from  Honiton,  and  159  from  London.  It  is  bounded 
by  long  lofty  hills,  which  form  its  eastern  and  western  sides ;  to* 
wards  the  north,  it  is  screened  by  the  Gittisbam  and  Honiton 
bills,  but  completely  open  to  the  south,  where  the  sea  forms  a 
small  bay,  lying  nearly  in  the  middle  of  that  large  bay,  which 
is  boonded  on  the  east  by  the  Isle  of  Portland,  and  on  the  west 
by  the  Start-point*'  Among  the  places  on  our  soultu^rn  coast* 
recommended  for  die  retreat  of  the  consumptive  and  uebilitatcd. 
Done  possesses  advantages  equal  to  Sidmoutn.  Its  very  slicltered 
situation  is  of  great  moment  s  but  it  justly  claims  preeminence 
OTer  every  other  on  the  coast,  for  the  clearness  ot  the  atmos- 
phere, mad  the  total  absence  of  fog,-  circumstances  well  worth  the 
serious  attention  of  the  invalid.  The  hedges  of  Devonshire  are 
high  and  full ;  the  walks  and  rides  in  the  vicinity  of  Sidmouth 
axe  c|iemfore  most  agreeably  sheltered.  **  In  tlie  vernal  and  au- 
tiUD]MXpar:|ts  of  the  year,  the  numerous  lanes,  which  intersect 
and  divide  this  rich  valley,  are  truly  delightful ;  the  country 
then  seems  one  universal  garden."*  To  Sie  little  publication 
from  which  the  above  passag|e  is  quoted,  I  must  refer  you  for 
further  information  i  my  object  is  merely  to  give  you  a  slight 
topography  of  the  place. 

Bdbre  1  conclude,  however,  I  shall  make  some  further  remarks 
OD  the  meteorological  table.  The  thermometers  are  in  a  north- 
era  exposure ;  the  lowest  degree  of  temperature  is  ascertained  by 
a  register  thermometer  on  Six's  construction,  and  can  only  be 
compared  with  observations  in  which  this  instrument  !:<>  empMy- 
ed.  The  observations  on  the  barometer  and  day  thermometer 
are  made  about  two  o^clock.  I  think  it  necessary  to  point  out 
these  circunstaoces,  to  prevent  erroneous  conclusions  being  made 
from  a  coQl^rLson  with  other  meteorological  tables. — I  am, 
Pear  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

James  Clarke. 

To  Dr  Duncan^  Junior^ 


*  See  tbc  BoBitica  qf  Sidmouth,  ISnio.  lold  by  Longman,  Hunt  &  C^. 
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tUermittentes* — Of  the  fourteen  cases  marked  in  the  tBbIe»  ^ 
imr  occarred  in  soldiers  from  Wslcheren,  who  finaOjr  returned 
to  tbeir  regiments  apparently  cured,  bnt  it  would  be  impossiUe 
to  say  by  what  plan  of  treatment ;  they  all  had  symptoms  of  vis- 
ceral disease,  and  did  not  bear  bark  until  these  symptoms  were 
removed.  No  subsequent  report  has  been  received  of  these  pa^ 
tients;  so  that  there  is  no  assurance  that  they  did  not  experience 
that  relapse  so  justly  dreaded  in  this  disease.  The  other  patients 
were  restored  to  health  by  the  usual  practice. 

Diabetes. — Both  these  cases  occurred  in  children  of  the  same 
fiimily,  which,  from  the  number  of  sufferers  in  this  disease,  might 
be  called  a  diabetic  family. 

Cephalaa. — A  young  female,  who  had  been  subject  to  hemi* 
crania,  feN  down  several  stairs  and  pitched  on  her  head ;  she  was 
taken  up  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  and  (or  some  time  was  not 
conscious  of  her  situation,  but  repeatedly  complained  of  her  head, 
and  referred  always  to  one  spot.  No  fracture  or  depression  oS 
the  cranium  could  be  felt ;  nor  was  there  any  wound  of  the  inte- 

fumenis.  The  pain  was  constant,  with  nearly  equal  violence^ 
n  three  or  four  days  the  integuments  were  pul^d  up  at  the  part 
on  which  she  fdl,  and  much  pain  was  produced  on  pressure. 
The  head  was  shaved,  and  a  blister  was  applied  to  tne  whole 
surface  of  it ;  the  bowels  were  repeatedly  emptied  by  brisk  pur- 

Stives.     By  this  treatment,  in  a  short  time,  all  sjrmptoms  of 
;ease  disappeared. 

T^panites  Intestinalis. — This  was  a  weD-marked  instance  of 
this  severe  disease,  in  a  female  of  S7.  She  had  been  some 
months  ill ;  the  bowels  were  distended  to  a  considerable  degree 
with  air,  and  very  strong  smelling  frothy  feces ;  the  whole  arch 
ef  the  colon  could  be  distinctly  traced  by  the  fingers,  in  &ct  al- 
most by  the  eye  \  the  'pain  arising  from  this  distension  was  at 
times  almost  insupportable,  and  only  relieved  by  passing  a  consK 
derable  quantity  ot  fetid  gas.  By  the  use  of  antispasmodics  and 
aperients,  she  was  very  much  relieved,  when  she  ceased  to  be 
under  the  reporter*s  care. 

Phlegmatia  dolem — This  affection  was  attributed  to  imprudent 
exposure  to  cold  immediately  after  delivery.  The  disease  was 
removed  by  small  doses  of  calomel  and  squill. 

Hydroihorax, — The  following  case  was  succesifully  treated 
with  calomel  and  squill. 

•  See  No.  86.  of  this  Journal. 
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EuziBBTH  CoLLivoHAM,  flBt  40,  M.  was  adiiiitted  a  patient 
September  19tli,  1800.    Complaiaiag  of  pain  and  oppresaion  at 
chest;  short  cough;  dyspncea ;  can  only  lye  whilst  making  con« 
sideraUe  presaure  on  the  chest;   cansUat  palpitation;   poise 
sharp  hot  r^^lar ;   starts  in  her  sleep ;   passes  but  little  urine  g 
sbdoHieoalitdeawelled';   raramenia  regular ;   bowels  regular  i 
has  been  iU  six  mondis. 
Soaat  puh.  jabp.  oomp.  S'lm  craa  mane* 
^  Hydnar.  submuriat.  gr.  u 
Scillse  pulv.  gr.  iij* 

Con&ct.  senns  q«  s*  ut  £  pH.  nocte  maneoue  sumenda* 
September  iS. — Has  ptyalism,  in  other  respects  tke  same. 
Omictr.  medicament* 

Soroat  cochl.  ij.  larg.  niixt  aromat.  ter  in  die. 
October  12. — Reports  mnch  pain,  particularly  in  the  ioins; 
bowds  obstanately  costive. 

SoDiat  mixt.  puiff.  com.  f  ij.  2da  quaqoe  hora,  donee  pur* 
gaverit.     Rep.  pil.  hydrar.  subm.  et  scilke. 
October  26th4 — Dyspncea  removed,  but  Ktde  oouf^;  free  from 
psm,  or  palpitation  of  the  heart;  passes  plenty  of  urioe^  but 
sdn  complains  of  pain  in  the  loins;  bowels  r^ular. 
Persistat  in  uso  pil. 
November  9th. — Considerably  better. 

Persistat  in  ubu  pil. 
November  2Sd^—  Reports  very  much  troubled  with  the  cougjh. 
Persistat  in  usu  pil. 
Habeat  decoct.  Itni  ad  Kbitum. 
December  I4tfa.— -Complains  only  of  cough. 

PbrsistBt  in  usn  pil.  .hydrar.  submuriat. 
Jamsarv  25ik  1810. — Dismissed  cured. 
The  sanitary  effects  of  the  treatment  was  soon  evident  in  this 
case,  after  the  mouth  became  affected;  the  symptoms  graduall/ 
receded;  and  the  patient  ceased  to  .attend  the  hospital  having 
no  further  occasion  for  medical  assistance. 

The  two  feUowii^  cases  of  the  same  disease  were  cured  by 
digitalis 

L  John  Allah,  sttat.  84,  aaldier^  was  admitted  a  padent,  De- 
cember 6tht  1809.  Comphrining  of  much  cough  ;  pain  at  the 
chest;  diflSculty  of  breathing;  pain  in  the  bowels;  furred 
tongue;  qni(^  and  feeble  pulse;  legs  swell  towards  night; 
bowels  regular.  Has  been  iil  six  months;  and  attributes  his 
complaint  to  sleeping  on  the  ground  at  night,  during  the  cam- 
paign in  Spain. 

Snmat  ij.  pulv.  emetic^  vespere. 

Sumat  punr.^  febrifug.  ter  in  diew 


142  Dr  Clarke'^  Medical  Bfporfjbr  NoUin^kam.        AfA 

Decembtr  "itks — ^Vomit  operRted  finedy,  and*  has  rdieved  the 
breathing ;  cough  the  same;  pain  at  the  chest  and  bowels  iindi* 
Buinished ;  bowels  open. 
Persistat  in  dso  pnlv. 
AppKc.  empfaist  lyttse  sterna 
December  14/A. — Pain  moderated  by  die  blister;  congfa  and 
dysprcea  continue ;  he  sa^s  he  can  fed  the  motion  of  water  in  his 
chest ;  bowels  open,  and  tree  from  pain;  urine  in  small  cpianti^; 
cannot  rest  long,  but  on  his  left  side;  startings  in  his  sleep; 
much  dreaming;  weight  and  tightness  across  the  chest;  palpita- 
tion; oedema  of  the  feet;  pulse  very  quick*    Omit  the  powdo^ 
9i  Digitalis  pulv.  gr,  ss. 

Potas«ae  supertart  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.  node  manecpe  su* 
mendtts. 
Sumat  3iss«  pulv.  jalap^  comp.  eras  snmend.  mane. 
Decerfibir  ^2lst. — Complains  of  faintoess  and  lowness,  which 
he  attributes  to  his  medicine ;  dyspnoea  moderated  ;  ccwgh  in- 
creased ;  other  symptoms  the  same. 
Contr.  polv.  digttaL 
December  *2Sf  A. — No  amendment*  Persistat  in  usn  pal?.   Rq>t 
pnly.  purg.  eras  mane. 

January  Ath  18iO. — ^^Much  the  same.  Pvrsistat  in  nsu  med. 
January  */5ih, — Can  lie  down  with  more  ease^  but  is  much 
disturbed  in  the  night  with  violent  coughing  ;  stitt  starts  in  his 
sleep,  but  seldom  dreams;  but  little  inconvenienced  by  palpita- 
tion ;  pulse  small,  feeble,  and  quick,  bat  regular ;  urine  small 
in  quantity.  Omit  the  powders. 
$1  Digitalis  pulv.  gr.  j. 

Potassfe  siipertart.  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.  nocte  maneqne  su- 
memlus. 
Sumat  pulv.  jalap,  comp.  5is8.  in  septimana. 
Habeat  decoct  lini  ad  libitum. 
Fi'bruary  M^ — Habeat  in  die  spirit,  juniper,   comp.    (gin 
^unch)  tb>s. 

F(bruary  7^A.— Continues  to  get  better.    Persistat  in  usu  med. 
February  19/A.— Sumat  mist,  ferri  comp.  cpchL  iij.  larg.  ter 
in  die.     Persistat  in  usu  pulv. 

March  1th. — Omitt  mixt.  ferri  comp.  Persistat  in  usu  pulv. 
digit.  Applic.  emplast.  lyttae  scrobic.  cordis.  Sumat  mixL  mu« 
cilag.  tussi  urgenti. 

Match  19M. — Continues  improving:  Persistat  in  usu  medi- 
camenti. 

March  29th. — Dismissed  cured^  " 

l*he  disease  was  in  this  instance  the  sequel  of  a  typhus  fever, 
arising  from  great  fatigue,  in  the  retreat  of  the  army  under  Sir 
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John  Moore.  The  disease  was  completely  removed  by  the  prac- 
tice employed ;  yet  his  constitution  was  so  much  impaired,  Uiat 
he  was  totally  unfit  for  active  service. 

2.  Hezekiah  Quirstam,  aetat  52,  wag$roner,  was  admitted  a 
patient,  December  5,  1809.    G>mplaining  of  violent  cou^h,  with 
copious  expectoration 9  the  sputa  streaked  with  blood ;  pain  in  the 
left >«thou]der ;  furred  and  tremulous  tongue;  much  dyspncea; 
fe^Ie  pulse ;   csderaa  of  the  tegs  towards  night ;   extremities 
cold ;  bowels  regular.     Has  been  ill  one  month,  and  was  aflSict* 
ed  wMi  a  similar  disease  last  winter. 
Sumat  ij.  pulv.  emetic,  vespere. 
Sumat  cochl.  iij.  larg.  mixt-  myrrh,  comp.  ter  in  die. 
December  li/A. —  Vomit  operated  freely;  continues  much  the 
aame. 

Persistat  in  usu  mixt. 
December  21s^. — Dyspnoea  undiminished;  cannot  rest  on  his 
back,  but  lies  chiefly  on  his  left  side;  cough 'very  short  and 
troublesome ;  is  not  troubled  with  unpleasant  dreams  or  start- 
ing^ but  sleeps  ill ;  urine  in  proper  quantity;  no  cedema  of  the 
k^s  I  bowels  regular ;  extremities  always  cold ;  pulse  regular. 
^  Digitals  pulv.  gr.  ss. 

'Potassassupertart  gr.  ij.  M.  f.  pulv.  nocte  maneque  su- 
mendus. 
Sumat  Ifiss.  puhr.  jnlap.  comp.  eras  mane. 
December  2Sth, — Dy^pncea  moderated ;  cough  the  same. 

Persistat  in  usu  m^ic. 
January  1  Uk.—ln  some  respects  better;  bowels  regular. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
February  8/A.-r-Much  better. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
February  22rf.— Convalescent. 

Persistat  in  usu  med. 
March  22d. — Pree  from  complaint. — Dismissed. 
In  this  case,  the  disease  may  be  considered  more  as  the  sequel 
of  pneumonia,  than  idiopathic  hydrothorax ;  the  man  was  re- 
stored to  perfect  health. 

'The  following  severe  and  fatal  case  of  erysipelas  occurred  in 
an  oki  soMier,  who  had  been  much  afflicted  with  repeated  at* 
tacks  of  acute  rheumatism. 

John  Dixok,  aetat.  57,  M.  frame-work  knitter,  was  admitted 
a  patient.  May  30th  J  809.  His  face,  head,  and  arms,  are  cover- 
ed with  a  rose-coloured  erythema,  and  appear  much  swelled  ;  he 
complains  of  the  weight  of  his  head,  and  tinrhtness  across  the 
diavides;  puke  soft,  aad  moderately  full;  bowels  regular. 
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Hasbcen  iU  two  months;  IcpowsnoqiaKi  lia»heflBflire» 
limes  bled,  and  taken  many  medicines. 
T^  Infu8«  sennie. 
Ao.  pm*ae  ia  ^iiiss. 
Sulpbat.  magnes.  ^* 
Mann^  §»• 

Antim.  tart  gr.  M.  f.  mixt  gnmat  oodiL  v^  laig.  lertia 
qoaqile  bora  dooec  purgaverit. 
June  lsi» — Stook  passed  involnntarSy;  poise  feebk;  tongue 
iiirred :  pus  collected  round  the  lower  eyelids. 

Sumat  cochl.  ii).  larg.  decoct  cincbon.  compt  ^ta  4ff»fspi^ 
hora. 
Jufie  S</.— ^But  little  alteration;    Persistat  in  «so  mpcL 
Sumat  §ij.mixt.purg.crasmaneet2daqiiaqiie  hpra  repelend. 
donee  pur^^raverit     AppUc  emplast.  l^ttie  inter  scapulas  static 
June  It/u — Blister  has  acted  well ;   erysipeks  diminished ; 
hands  mncb  swelled;  pulse  feeble;  but  little  urine;  boweb 
costive. 

Somat  eras  mane  ol.  ricini  opt  ^j, 
Habeat  vin.  rubr.  Lusitan.  |iv.  in  die; 
Persistat  in  uso  mixt  cinchon. 
June  Sf/i. — Castor  oil  operated  freelv;  blister  healing;  erysi- 
pelas diminibbed;  hands  continue  sweUed.    Persistat  in  nsn  me- 
dicament!; 

June  lOtL — Erysipelas  mncb  diminished;  complains  of  diffi- 
cnltyin  swallowing,  and  great  debility;  pnlse  moderately  %dl; 
has  had  no  stool  since  the  operation  ojf  die  oil  OmitL  mixt 
cinchon. 

Iji  Hydrar.  submariat.  gr:  iij;  ^ 

Bhcei  pulv.  gr.  X. 

Aq.  pur.  q,  s.  nt  f.  pil.  ij.  eras  mane  suraendia. 
!g^  Aq.  purs,  Mucilag.  acaciae  gum.  aa  |.v. 
Acia.  nitrici  Sij. 

Syrup,  simp,  tinct  cincbon.  Comp.  ia  gij.  M.  a^mti  po* 
culum  subinde. 
Persistat  in  usu  vini. 
June  ISM.— Deglutition  has  become  more  di£^cnlt;  debility 
much  increased.     Omit  the. mixture. 

To  have  an  enema  with  |vj.  of  decoction  of  bark,  and  a  tea* 
cupful  of  yeast  every  four  hours. 
To  continue  the  wine. 

The  symptoms  of  debility  increasing,  he  graduaDy  ex{nred  in 
the  course  of  the  night 

When  this  man  first  sought  medical  assistance,  the  inflamma- 
tory  action  was  very  strong,  and  gave  too  mui^  reason  to  fear  an 
attack  of  phrenitis,  whicn  was  prevented  only  by  a  copious 
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bleeding  s  the  disease,  hovmrer,  stiD  continued  its  oourse.  AU 
Uiough  the  erysipelas  externally  was  dimkiislied,  the  whole  track 
of  the  afimenta^  ctnal  became  more  and  more  affiscted,  and 
was  not  alleviated  bjr  any  of  the  remedies  that  were  employed* 
Tho  body  was  not  aUowed  to  be  opened. 

Many  cases  have  been  inserted,  in  the  difierent  perlodiod 
publications,  to  show^  the  active  property  of  the  essential  oil  of 
turpentine,  in  destroying  worms.  Tne  following  majr  be  added 
to  Uie  facts  in  favour  of  this  remedy. 

Sarah  High,  aeut  37,  S.  waft  admitted  a  patlMt,  December 
5di,  ]8Q9«     Complfining  of  violent  pain  in  the  bowels;  much 
thirst ;  headach ;  fever ;  fiirred  tongue  i  much  oou^h ;  bowela 
T^rular ;  catamenia  regular. 
Has  been  ill  two  months. 

Sumat  ij.  ol.  ricini  opt^  sltttim^ 
Samat  pulv.  &brif.  ter  in  die. 
December  7M.— Castor  oil  operated  freefy  i  has  bm  little  di^ 
niDadon  of  pain;  less  headach;  thirst  and  fever  the  same^ 
cough  more  mil,  with  copious  caispeeloration*    Persistat  in  usti 
pulv.  febri£ 

]^  Hydrar«  anbmuriat 
Ipecacuan.  aa  gr«  )• 

ExtradL  hyoaqrami  gr.  ▼)•  M.  t  pO.  i).  omoi  noete  sui« 
mend*. 
JDecemlber  Uth. — ^No  amendment* 

Persifltat  in  uau  medic 
December  26/A.«^Cough  ^9fj  tioaUeeome ;  vision  mvoh  a|k 
iected  by  the  hyos<^aolos.    Omitt^  medic 
Sumat  {ss.  pnlv.  acadse  eomp.  ter  in  die. 
Applic  empiasL  lyttm  sterno. 
Jwmary  uh  I6IO4— Pain  moderated ;  cou^  no  better^ 

Persistat  in  nso  media 
January  i  1/iL-^^Cough  very  sevete. 

PersiataC  in  nsu  med^ 
January  fSM.^— Symptoms  nndimiaished# 

Persistat  in  usu  medic 
February  lj^.*«-CoBgh  atiO  urgent ;  faai  epiitaxie# 
Qntiitt.  medic 


jBmnat  |j.  pulv.  iahp.  romp,  crat  mane. 
1^  MAgnes.  suTpfaot.  Sj« 

lofns  rosm  gxv).  M.  f.  mhitoxa  Cnjus  snmat  cocKl# 


iij.  larg.  ter  in  die. 
February  Sti. — Purgative  gave  relief;    episCaxis  removed  | 
eough  moderated.    Persistat  in  usu  medite. 
▼OL.  Vill.  9^.  30.  K 
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March  8M«— Has  continued  much  the  same* 

t'ersistat  in  usu  medicam. 
March  28th4 — Coroplams  of  much  pain  in  the  left  clavicle. 
Persistat  in  ubu  medic«     Rept#  pulTr  porgans  eras  mane. 
April  5th. — Has  passed  an  extraordinary  quantity  of  small 
wotms ;  much  dyspnoea ;  short  cough,  and  gnawing  pain  at  sto^ 
mach. 

Omitt  medic. 

9>  PiL  aloes  cum  myrrh. 
Ferri  carbonat. 
Extinct,  gentian,  aa  5j. 

OL  rutae  gutL  xij.  M.  f.  piL  S6,  quarum  sumat  lij.  bis 
in  die. 
April  igM. — Passes  worms. 

Persistat  in  usu  medic. 
May  Sds — Continues  to  pass  worms ;  much  cough. 

Omitt.  medic.     Sumat  cochl.  j.  larg.  ol.  Terebinth,  essent 
btatim  et  eras!  mane. 
May  7M.— Th^  turpentine  blistered  the  mouth  and  throat ; 
occasioned  much  nausea,  headach,  general  distress  and  fits ;  the 
cough  increased  ;  much  thirst  ij  has  passed  many  dead  worms. 
Sumat  ol.  Ricini  opt.  ^ss.  altera  quaque  mane« 
May  1  htk» — Continues  to  pass  worms. 

SuBi^t  cocht.  iij.  larg.  mixt*  salin.  camph.  ter  in  die. 
May  3 1  st. — Mas  passed  a  considerable  quantity  of  worms,  and 
feels  completely  relieved  ;  free  from  complaint.     Dismissed. 

This  woman  had  often  been  a  patient  of  the  hospital  for 
Jymptoips  similar  to  what  she  related  on  her  admission  tliis 
time.  Her  general  form  was  that  observed  in  those  disposed  to 
consumption  )  and  her  complaints  had  so  much  general  resem- 
blance to  that  disease,  that  she  was  marked  as  one  who  would, 
sooner  or  later,  fall  a  sacrifice  to  it.  On  the  5th  of  April,  she 
first  mentions  having  passed  worms ;  indeed,  before  this,  they 
were  not  even  suspected ;  and  on  the  9d  of  May  she  took  a- 
bout  half  an  ounce  of  the  essential  oil  of  turpentine,  mixed  with 
honey  :  the  effect  waj  so  violent,  that  her  relatives  came  in  great 
distress,  with  the  remains  of  the  bottle  to  be  examined,  suspect* 
ing  that  she  was  poisoned  by  some  mistake  in  the  medicine.  It 
is  proper  to  remark,  that  she  has  been  troubled  with  fits  frotn 
her  childhood.  It  was  not  necessary  to  repeat  the  remedy  ;  one 
dose  proved  sufficiently  powerful ;  nor  has  she  experienced  any 
jTetum  pf  the  symptoms  until  tliis  month  (May  181 1),  when  she 
again  complained  of  gnawing  pain  at  her  stomach,  short  dry- 
cough,  &c.     The  turpentine  was  again  exhibitedi  with  the  good 
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effect  of  dischargin|;  worms,  and  removing  her  complaints,  with- 
out inducing  any  violent  efiects. 

The  Epidemic  Constitution, from  April  1810  toMarch  18il« 

4^'/*— Rain  fdl  in  the  night  of  the  2d,  Sd,  8th,  17th,  an^ 
I8th.  The  weather  of  this  month  was  unusually  fine*  The 
prevailing  diseases  Were,  pneumonia  and  oatarrh;  scarlatina, 
with  and  without  ulcerations  of  the  tonsils,  and  cynanche  ton- 
sillaris without  eruption. 

May. — :Rairi  fell  in  the  night  of  the  1st,  7th,  8th,  20th,  and! 
21st;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  4th,  and  ice  on  the  ground  an 
inch  in  thickness.  T\\e  prevailing  diseases  of  the  month  were 
svnochus  or  commop  fever,  particularly  among  children ;  oph- 
Uialmia,  and  epidemic  scarlatina. 

Phthisis^  that  dreadful  and  fatal  enetny  to  the  inhabitants  of 
manufacturing  towns^  presented  fifteen  subjects  in  this  month, 
A  near  view  of  the  manners  of  the  lower  class  of  people,  will 
in  a  great  measure  remove  any  smprise  that  the  actual  number 
dying  of  (his  disease  might  excite. 

Jufi^. — Rain  fdl  on  the  night  of  the  9th  and  19th;  a  thunder 
storm  on  the  26th.  The  prevailing  disease  of  this  tnonth  was 
pneumonia:  scarlatina  still  showed  itself.  One  case  of  small-pox 
was  brought  into  the  town,  but  prevented  from  spreading,  care 
being  tsksn  to  vaccinate  all  those  persons  exposed  to  its  imme- 
diate influence. 

JiJ^.— Rain  in  the  night  of  the  1st,  10th,  12th,  and  13th;' 
thunder  on  the  1  st  and  1 3th.  Two  more  cases  of  smaU*pox  were 
brought  into  the  town,  but  the  contagion  did  not  spread. 

August.-^Tihe  wind  chiefly  southerly  this  month ;  was  unusual- 
ly healthy. 

September^^^Rain  in  the  night  of  the  21st,'  and  2Sd. 

&ar^/fna  was  very  prevalent,  passing  through  whole  families; 
it  was  attended  with  inflammation,  and  often  ulceration  of  the 
tonsiis ;  but  in. many  instances  much  inflammation  was  found  in: 
the  tonsils,  unattended  by  rash.  The  scarlatina  towards  the  end 
of  this  month  often  terminated  in  inflammation  of  the  submaxil- 
lary andparotid  glands,  which  generally  proceeded  to  suppura- 
tion. .QEidema  of  the  extremities,  and  often  of  the  face,  suc- 
ceeded the  fever,  if  purgatives  had  not  been  employed:'  it  was 
only  to  be  removed  by  a  course  of  purgatives,  which  in  no  in- 
stance increased  the  debility. 

Synockus  and  synochus  infantum  were  also  prevalent  diseases  of 
this  month.  One  more  case  of  small-pox  was  brought  into  the' 
town ;  the  security  afforded  by  vaccination  was  undiminished  ^ 
the  disease  did  not  extend  to  another  individual.' 
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Octohcr.^YUm  in  the  nights  of  the  16th»  17lh«  19Ch,  19tih 
20th,  ^lst»  and  27th;  snow  on  the  29th;  the  wind  chiefly  easter- 
ly. Scarlatina  continued  through  this  month  with  an  increased 
violence,  and  proved  often  fatal;  it  waa  in  manv  ioatancea  at- 
tended with  coiigb*  Typhus  beoAine  very  prtvAent  ami  very 
fatal;  ip  many  cases  the  termination  was  unexpected^  sudden. 
Towards  (he  end  of  the  month  the  disease  be^ad  with  vomitiiiff 
and  purging »  the  diarrhoea  was  not  moderatea  by  opiate;  smw 
doses  ot  calomel  and  ipecacuanha  were  found  tM  moft  gBg^Ttwt 
treatment,    fynockm  was  uausualhr  prevalent  anil  seic^^ 

November. — Bain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  Istt  ith,  Btixp  lOth^ 
Hth,  15th»  16th,  17th,  18th,  20th«  and29tb;  wind  variiible. 
Typht^t  fur  a  few  days  in  the  beginniog  of  this  months  waa  at- 
tended with  pain  in  the  chest  and  sides;  but  tkejprevaleDce  of 
this  disease,  as  well  as  of  the  scarlet'fiver^  waamuch  diminkhed. 

On  examining  the  body  of  a  woman  who  died  of  byilrotlu>- 
rax,  a  calcuhis  was  found  in  the  gall-biaddery  the  eTJptencfi  of 
which  was  not  suspected;  it  is  brown,  roog^  %^  ^^  fiiablev 
but  not  easily  fractured:  its  lon^  diameter  measured  one  inch, 
short  diameter  \  of  an  inch,  and  it  weired  64  muns.  Br  Lett- 
som  mentions  the  case  of  a  biliary  ciucuhis,  Sscharged  hg  the 
tectum  after  some  years  of  painful  suffering,  wkidi  meaaurad  ia 
length  21  inches,  and  in  circumference  3j^  inches^  attd  weighini^ 
one  ounce,  two  drams,  and  twenty^^tbree  grains.  '^  It  had,  he 
Savs,  ^  the  natural  appearance  of  a  brown  flint  atooey  tIsou|^ 
of'^leaB  ponderosity  in  proportion  to  its  magnitode. "  ^ 

Iheemher.—Kmi  in  the  night  of  the  Sd,  4th,  5th,  lSth»  S2d, 
24th,  25th,  26tb,  and  27th;  snow  in  the  night  of  the  9th»  and 
30th;;  boisterous  westerly  winds.  This  month  wa3  jgenpraHy 
fkealtny;^  a  few  sporadic  cases  of  scarlatina  and  qmanc&e  toaail^; 
tftris  were  met  with. 

January^  181 1^— Rain  feD  m  the  nigbt  of  the  lOth^  lldi«  and! 
31st;  snow  in  the  nigbt  of  the  3d«  4th,  15th,  27tlv  Md  SOth^j 
wind  chiefly  westerly,  and  often  boisterous.  i 

Pneumonia  ani  Catarrh  were  the  prevalent  diseases  of  thi^ 
month;  scartttUnay  rubeola^  and  iyphm^  were  occasionaDy  me^ 
with.  Four  cases  of  variola  were  brought  into  the  town,  ba^ 
the  disease  did  not  spread  to  any  other  individuals*  j 

February. — Rain  fell  in  the  night  of  the  6th,  7di,  and  SSd  d 
snow  in  toe  night  of  the  l3th,  a^d  15th;  the  wind  naosdj 
westerly.  CatarrhuSt  synochtsy  and  ijfphuSf  particularly  among 
children,  are  the  most  prevailii^  diseases.  Pertussis  aiid  .scoria^ 
Una  appeared  sporadically.     The  typhus  ia  attended  iiirith    ^ 
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trooblaome  diarrhoea.  Hie  diieaae  bat  its  ori^  in  the  extreme 
distreii  of  the  poor,  who,  not  being  able  to  purchase  wholesome 
ibod^  are  obliged  to  subsist  on  what  they  can  procure  to  satisfy 
die  csfl  of  fanager.  Many  hundreds  of  franeowork  knitters  are 
oat  of  eaii(iioy,  and  dependent,  with  their  famiHeS)  on  naroehisi 
niieC  So  much  Stress  was  never  before  witnessed  in  tne  stock- 
ing nanu&ictureL  A  riotous  disposition  b  manifesting  itself  in 
tlw  town  and  covnCy,  and,  if  raief  be  not  afforded,  tne  oonse* 
quenoes  most  be  dreadfiiL  The  last  severe  contagious  ^hus  in 
Nottingham  was  in  the  season  of  great  scarcity  ( 1 798).  lliere  is 
arefy  reason  to  iear  the  sane  e&ct  may  be  produced  from  the 
present  distress  of  the  labouring- poon  it  is  generally  admitted, 
tbst  typkua  is  never  more  virufent  and  contagious,  than  when  it 
sppears  ansoog  the  impoverished  raanuGicturers. 

Mtnk.—tUm  fidl  m  the  night  of  the  Sth,  6ih,  7th,  and  Slst; 
die  wind  mostly  westerly* 

The  ^pkm  &ver  extended  its  ravages  during  this  month ;  the 
taUtrrhijifter  assumed  the  typhoid  diaracter« 

Aeoount  of  Baptisms  and  Burials  within  the  town  of  Notting^ 
hsm,  from  January  1st  18  lO,  to  January  1st,  1811  $  extracted 
from  the  parish  registers. 

Baptisms,  Males  649         Females  558        Total  1S07 
Bivink,      Males  467         Females  496        Total    96S^ 
Increaaed  in  Baptisms  64.    Increased  in  Burials  108. 

MeUardagfcal  Table  far  JfoMngfukm^frim  AprU  1810  to 
March  \h\i. 


1§Q         Dr  Clarke'5  MfiJical  Beporifw  NMinghanif        Apri) 


Annml  Restdls, 

Thermometer.  Wind.  Barometer.  Wind* 

Highest  observation,  8S^  Sept   2.        E.    Highest  observatioD, 
^Lowest  observation,  IS^  Jan.  Sd.       W.        January  35,   .    •    •    80.SS  €•        W. 
.Greatest  range  in  24  Lowest  observation, 

hours,    .    .    .    .  l5«May3,4.  N.E.        February  22,.    .    •    28.85  SL 

Annual  mean,   •    .  46^  Greatest  range  in  24 

hours.  May  SO,    •    ,     1.05 
Annual  mean,    .    .    •  29.73 

Weather.  Dayt.    Wind,  Times.  Rain.  Inchet. 

Fine,    ,    .    .     177     N 35    Greatest  quantity  in  July,     .    .      3.S5 

•Fair,     ...      92    K.  £.   .    .    .  98    SnuiUcst  quantity  in  September,        .€'2 

Wet,    ...      96     £ 27     ToUl  quanutv  Ua  the  year,  .    •    23.3^ 

S.  E.    .    .    .  56  ■    r  '       ' 

365     S 47 

S.W.  ...  9^ 

W..     ...  51 

N.W.  .    .    .  47 


Meteorological  Table ^  from  April  to  December  1811. 


The  table  of  diseasesi  which  clones  this  report,  may  be  dividal 
jnto  three  herfds  of  jiractice—  Patients. 

The  General  Hospital  received       1351 
The  Vaccine  Institution         -  406 

The  Reporter's  private  practice        693 

Total    2450 
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V. 

Case  of  Scirrhous  Stomachy  and  Stricifire  in  the  Cokn^  uciih  ap* 
pearanceson  Dissection.     By  John  Holmes,  M.  D.  Colerain. 

T>oBERT  M^KiBOAN,  aged  39,  by  occupation  a  fisherman,  was 
-*■*'  seized,  during  the  summer  of  i809,  with  almost  all  tbesym- 
ptoms  of  severe  dyspepsia ;  appetite  considerably  impaired ;  nau* 
sea,  acid  eructations,  flatulence,  and  frequent  vomitings  of  a  thin, 
watery,  and  sometimes  hot  and  acid  fluid.  He  also  complained 
of  a  peculiar  uneasiness  in  the  region  of  the  stomach,  which 
seemed  to  produce  more  distress  than  I  have  witnessed  in  ordi- 
nary cases  of  dyspepsia*  He  had  used  several  remedies  when  I 
was  first  consulted  concerning  him,  from  which  he  experienced 
very  little  relief.  A  mixture  of  magnesia  and  rhubarb,  whiqh^ 
among  cKber  medicines,  was  recommended  to  him,  produced  a 
temporary  alleviation  of  some  of  the  most  troublesome  symptoms; 
but  it  did  not  seem  probable  that  the  disease  could  be  speedily 
or  efieotually  removed,  by  any  means,  which  were  then  had  re* 
course  to. 

Being  for  some  months  absent  from  the  country,  I  had  not  an 
opportunity  of  seeing  him  again,  till  the  month  of  February 
18I0«  All  nis  former  symptoms  were  now  greatly  aggravated;  he 
vomited  almost  all  aliment,  and  complained  oif  a  constant  and 
distressing  pain  in  the  epigastric  region,  from  which,  he  said,  he 
found  no  remission.  He  was  considerably  emaciated,  though 
his  c<»inteiiance  bad  still  a  healthy  aspect ;  his  bowels  were  ge- 
nerally free  from  any  extreme  of  looseness  or  constipation.  Dur- 
ing the  month  of  March,  he  made  trial  of  almost  all  those  medi- 
cines which  are  usually  administered  in  cases  of  severe  dyspcpi* 
^ia,  but  without  any  apparent  advantage ;  he  also  frequently  used 
both  wgrm  and  cold  baths,  with  no  better  success.  A  large  blis- 
ter was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region,  by  which  the  pain  was 
alleviated  lor  a  time,  but  soon  returned  again  with  equal  severi- 
ty. A  repetition  of  the  blister  was  strongly  recommended,  but, 
from  some  objections  made  to  it  by  some  of  his  friends,  it  was 
not  again  applied.  The  oleum  ricini  was  sometimes  given, 
in  very  moderate  doses:  this  was  the  only  laxative  which  he 
could  take,  to  produce  any  efiect,  all  others  being  rejected  by 
romiting. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  month  of  April,  all  medicines  were  de- 
ii>ted  from,  as  their  administration  produced  uneasiness,  andafr 
orded  not  the  ^lightest  relief.    .The  disease  was  now  rapidly  mlr 
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vanciog ;  his  emaciation  became  alarming,  and  bis  debility  so 
great,  that  he  could  hot  arise  from  his  bed  :  bis  bowels,  which 
were  formerly  in  a  moderate  state  of  laxity,  now  became  so  much 
so,  as  to  resemble  slight  diarrbce^a ;  and  sometimes  matter  of  a 
bloody  appearance  was  discharged  by  stool.  The  pain  in  the  epi- 
gastric rq^on  became  more  excraeiadng,  and  ccmtinued  tritfa 
equal  permanency.  He  aho  complained  of  severe  pain  in  etber 
parts  of  the  abdomen.  He  sometimes  felt  as  if  the  pain  was  ex- 
tended over  the  whole  abdomen,  but  more  frequently  alotfg  tbt 
course  of  the  cartilages  of  the  false-ribs,  from  whence,  be  said, 
he  felt  them  oft«i  shooting  into  bis  shoulders  and  arms.  For 
flome  time  previous  to  his  death,  however,  he  so  frequently  eooi- 

Elained  of  pains  in  almost  every  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  in  beUi 
is  side^,  from  thence  shooting  in  various  direelions,  tha«  it  WMkl 
have  been  very  difficult  for  a  medical  ctbserver  to  conceive  in 
itrhat  particular  internal  part  the  disease  chiefly  prevailed,  ex- 
clusive of  the  epigastric  region,  in  which  the  pain  stiH  eontinih* 
ed  to  afflict  him  with  predominant  severity.  On  laying  iriy  hand 
fiver  the  epigastric  region,  where  the  pain  was  most  severe  dur- 
ing the  latter  months  of  his  complaint,  I  have  more  than  onte 
perceived  a  gurgling  ncnse,  like  that  of  il  lluld  forcibly  driven 
through  a  narrow  aperture,  in  that  part  of  thfe  abdomen  beoeath 
my  hand.  This  symptom  was  somewhat  remarkable,  and  tttd- 
ed  strongly  to  conirm  the  suspicions  which  I  bad  previdosly  en- 
tertained concerning  the  precise  cause  of  hii  dfsord^. 

Before  his  death  he  made  a  request  (Very  surprising  indeed^ 
"^hen  we  consider  the  pr^udices  and  superstitious  ilbtions  virkidt 
generally  prevail  antong  the  lower  classes  of  the  cOtnthUniQr,  and 
which  displayed  something  of  magnanimity)  that,  after  his  dissc^- 
lution,  his  body  should  be  opened,  in  order  td  ascertain  the  eausea 
ef  his  complaints.  »     ^  •      '    "^ 

The  appearances  which  presented  themietves  on  disse^i^m 
were  the  following:  The  skin,  abdoihinid  muteles^  And  pertlx>« 
Dseum,  being  cut  through,  the  viscera  of  the  abdoiw^-prM^noed 
themselves  in  their  usual  situation.  On  estamtnlng  fhfe  stomachy 
it  was  discovered^  that  the  coats  of  the  greatest  part  of^tke  lovr- 
er  half  of  that  viscus  were  prodigiou.<(iy  thiokened,  and  enthrely 
in  a  scirrhous  condition.  '*'*■■' 

Nearly  that  half  of  the  citrcumference  of  ^e  pylorus^  whitli  is 
a  continuation  of  the  lesser  curvature  of  the  slomacb,  waa  com- 
pletely scirrhous ;  and  although  the  remaining  part  of  the  cir- 
cumference of  the  pylorus  seemed  ib  its  nalnral  condition,  yet 
the  calibre  of  the  passage  from  the  stomach  into  the  ddbdet^utB 
appeared  to  be  much  diininisbed.  The  cardf  A,  and  upper  part  of 
the  stomach  were  in  a  sound  state.  The  intestibes  bdWjft  forlher 
cxnmined,  a  most  remarkable  stricture  wim  found  in  vkt  gve-ai 
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arch  of  tbe  colon.  The  tituation  of  this  stricture  was  so  precise- 
ly in  the  centre  of  the  great  arch  of  the  colon  where  it  passes 
through  the* epigastric  region,  that  it  must  have  been  in  the  imme- 
diate vicinit]^  of  the  pyloni« ;  hence  it  is  obvious,  that  whether 
the  pain  which  the  deceased  experienced  so  severely  during  his 
lifetime  in  the  epigastric  region,  originated  from  the  stricture  in 
the  Gokm,  or  ftcm  tbe  morbid  condition  of  the  lower  part  of  the 
stomach  and  pylorus,  it  must  by  him  have  been  constantly  refer* 
red  to  (he  same  seat.  A  considerable  quantitv  of  feculent  mat* 
ter  was  fimnd  to  have  accumulated  to  tlie  right  of  the  stricture 
in  the  eolcm*  while  the  intestine  on  the  left  of  the  stricture  was 
Dearly  empty.  The  coats  of  the  colon  at  this  part  were  so  mor* 
bidly  thieliened  and  contract^,  that  the  little  finger  could  scarce- 
ly  be  pushed  with  freedom  through  the  aperture  which  remain* 
ed  for  the  passage  of  the  feces. 

Tbe  mesentery  ako  was  in  a  very  morbid  state  {  small  circular 
spots  of  a  whitish  appearance  were  interspersed  over  the  great- 
est part  ef  it :  when  these  spots  were  compressed  between  the 
fingers,  they  were  found  to  oe  small  hard  bodies,  seemingly  of  a 
cartihi^inous  stroeuire.     A  considerable  part  of  the  peritouseum 
was  in  a  very  similar  condition ;  small  white  or  greyish  spots 
were  thickly  interspersed  in  it,  but  they  were  not  so  hard  or 
eertilagioous  as  those  6f  the  mesentery ;  they  seemed  to  partake 
of  the  same  morbid  structure,  though  in  a  less  advanced  state. 
The  liTer,  kidneys,  and  other  viscera  of  the  abdomen  were  in  a 
sound  state.    The  variety  of  symptoms  which  occurred  during 
the  Ufe  of  the  patient,  are  sufficiently  accounted  for  by  the  mor^ 
bid  appearance  which  presented  themselves  on  dissection.    It 
might,  however,  be  proposed  as  a  qUery,  How  a  stricture  in  the 
great  Ardi  of  the  colon,  or  other  part  of  the  intestines,  exclusive 
of  ^ikt  pylorus,  could  be  ascertained  to  exist,  with  any  decree  of 
o^rtlutt^,  by  its  own  proper  diagnostic  syniptomi  ?     Practition- 
ers, in  general,  ean  judge  with  tolerable  accuracy  concerning  the 
csdstence  of  scirrhous  pylofus  in  its  more  advanced  state ;  (yut  I 
am  afraid  that  strictures  in  other  parts  of  the  intestines,  not  un- 
fkreqoently  elude  the  penetration  of  the  most  diligent  and  accurate 
observers.     In  confirmation  of  this,  I  can  state  with  certainty, 
that  a  stricture  in  the  sigmoid  flexion  of  the  colon  hus  bonictimes 
been  mistaken,  by  experienced  practitioners,  for  a  scirrhous  or 
oancerons  aSbction  of  the  womb.     It  may  be  observed,  in  con- 
dttsiott,  diat  we  are  equally  deficient  in  our  knowledge  of  any 
m^irines  capable  of  removing  strictures  in  the  int^tines  in  their 
more  Mtvanced  state,  as  we  are  of  those  diagnostic  symptoms,  by 
which  they  can  with  certainty  be  known  to  exist. 
Cderainy  t>iicemb^  k^th^  1811. 


154  Mr  Jotaaaa'ir  Cases  tf  Emphpem,  April 

VI. 


Cases  of  Emphj/sema,  cured  by  the  Use  of  Cold  ApplicafioTis. 
By  P.  JoHNSONy  Surgeon,  Royal  Navy. 

HAVING  some  years  ago  read  Mr  Geoghegan  of  Dublin's  me- 
thod of  reducing  inguinal  herniae,  in  which  he  uses  appli* 
cation  of  cold  in  different  forms,  to  lessen  the  volume  of  air  con- 
tained in  the  intestine,  and  which  was  the  chief  cause  of  the  dif- 
ficulty of  returning  the  intestine  into  the  cavit};  of  the  abdomen, 
I  was  induced  to  try  the  effects  of  cold  both  generally  and  par- 
tially, in  two  cases  of  emphysema  that  have  nappened  without 
any  evident  cause,  in  ships  I  have  served  in  during  the  last  two 
years.  Its  success,  in  these  two  cases,  may  render  them  worthy 
of  a  place  in  your  Journal,  and  mav  lend  to  farther  knowledge 
of  a  disease,  whose  pathology  is  so  obscure. 

The  first  case  I  can  state  from  recollection  only,  the  journal 
of  it  being  sent  to  the  Transport-oiEce,  and  I  have,  in  leaving 
the  vessel  in  which  it  occurred,  lost  the  day-book.  The  patient 
was  a  prisoner  taken  at  Flushing,  a  soldier  in  the  French  army, 
a  Prussian  by  birth,  aged  about  twenty-six,  five  feet  five  inches 
high  ;  a  good  small-swordsman,  but  positive  that  he  never  was 
wounded  in  that  exercise ;  often  subject  to  the  intermittent  fever 
of  Walcheren,  where  he  had  been  four  years,  and  rather  debi- 
litated. In  June  1810,  when  in  the  Elbe,  his  face  first  swelled; 
in  two  days  afterwards  his  scrotum,  and  in  five  days  his  neck 
and  breast  were  much  swelled  also ;  some  cough.  About  a  week 
from  his  first  attack  his  feet  swelled,  then  every  part  of  the  cel- 
lular membrane  throughout  his  body  appeared  distended  with 
air ;  much  dejection  and  fear  of  suffocation,  though  he  could 
swallow  fluids  with  ease ;  his  pulse  was  full  and  slow.     Opium 

Save  him  relief;  the  tincture  of  digitalis  to  50  drops,  given 
iree  limes  a-day,  lessened  his  pulse  and  cough.  lie  tried  tlie 
cold  bath  once  a-day,  sometimes  in  the  morning,  sometimes  in 
the  evening,  with  great  relief;  did  not  cough  for  one  or  two 
hours  after  coming  out.  A  mixture  of  vinegar  and  salt-«water,  in 
the  proportion  of  one  part  of  the  former  to  three  of  the  latter, 
was  applied  to  his  scrotum  by  a  clotli  kept  wet  with  it,  which, 
although  it  did  not  lessen  the  size,  yet  prevented  its  increase. 
Though  he  was  gelling  better,  the  accommodations  being  bad, 
and  ship  small,  I  was  obliged  to  advise  to  send  him  on  sjiore  to 
tlie  hospital  the  third  week  of  his  complaint. 
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The  next  case  oceuired  in  July  last,  off  Norway,  in  a  stout 
bealthy  man,  aged  about  thirty-four,  who  bad  been  a  sailor  up.^ 
wards  of  ten  years.  He  complained  of  both  calfs  of  his  legs 
being  much  swollen  with  some  fatigue  after  walking ;  his  pulse 
r^Iar.  I  gave  him  30  grains  of  jalap,  with  directions  to  rub 
his  legs  with  warm  flannel;  this  was  on  the  13th. 

HtL — Swelling  increa^,  with  dyspnoea;  neck  swelled  also; 
pulse  full  and  soft.     Tinct  digitalis  gtt.  40  nocte. 

l5tA. — Tinct  cont  mane  et  nocte. 

I6l/u — Dyspncea  less;  pulse  soft  and  slow;  good  rest;  stoob 
regular.  Crem.  tart.  5iij.  aquae  Ibiij.  pro  potu  ordinaria;  Tinct. 
Javen.  oonip.  Jj.  olei  menthae  pip.  gtt.  iv.  M .  nocte. 

17/A,— Emphysema  general ;  scrotum  greatly  enlarged.  Tiuct» 
dig.  gtt.  30  mane,  et  tincturae  rhei  ^.  nucte. 

IbM. — Has  used  the  cold  bath;  dyspnoea,  or  cough,  better 
aficr  its  use ;  several  loose  stools.  Ether,  sulph.  gtt.  40,  tinct. 
lav.  5j.  M.  nocte. 

i9//t-*  Is  obliged  to  sleep  in  nearly  an  erect  position  ;  dejec- 
tion and  fear  of  suffocation  great ;  pulse  full  but  soft ;  cold  wa- 
ter used  from  abdomen  upwards  in  the  morning,  and  from  al> 
domen  downwards  at  nignt  Cont*  ether.  2  p.  ra.  hora:  dig.  et 
opii  tipct.  aa.  gtt.  30  M.  nocte. 

20/A— Cont.  med.  ui  heri,  et  aqua  frigida  marina;  "  feels  a 
load, "  he  says.  ^'  on  his  chest ; "  his  neck  is  much  swollen  ;  every 
psvi  of  his  body  distended  with  fli^.  Cont  tinct.  dig.  tcr  in 
die.  This  day,  in  tlic  morning,  stood  under  the  pump  from  salt 
water ;  at  night  better. 

2  Is/. — Used  the  cold  water  at  8  p.  m. ;  better.  Cont.  dig. 
The  weather  being  warm,  and  no  thermometer  on  board,  I  can- 
not say  what  precise  degree  the  water  was ;  he  felt  it  very  cold  ; 
he  neither  belched  wind  nor  passed  any  by  the  anus. 

22d, — The  size  of  tlie  scrotum  less ;  his  cough  less ;  neck  less 
swelled  in  morning,  but  more  at  night.  Cont.  tinct.  dig.  Five 
hoars  sleep  lost  night. 

23(/. — Cont.  digitalis  tinct.  bis  in  die,  cum  t.  opii  gtt.  30 
nocte. 

24/A. — Better;  pulse  natural;  has  omitted  the  cold  water,  and 
has  used  all  his  drink  cold.     Cont.  dig.  ut  herL 

25/A. — Scrotum  much  distended  ;  keeps  it  wet  with  cold  wa- 
ter; swallowing  less  difficult ;  complains  of  dysuria.  Ether,  ni- 
trosi  3j.  bis  in  die. 

26/A. — Dysuria  gone ;  ether  purged  him ;  all  medicines  were 
omitted  ;  got  well  daily  to  the  8th  of  August,  \ivhen  he  was  dis- 
charged to  duty.  I  bhall  only  remark  on  this  man's  case,  that  he 
va$  belter  after  the  cold  bath.    Two  of  three  times  he  complain- 
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ed  of  the  general  ailtiBiofi  as  too  cold,  therefore  nsed  it  only  on 
.  half  his  body.  His  nii^hts  were  always  restless ;  his  bowek  r^- 
-lar  $  his  pulse  more  nifi  than  natural,  though  not  hard*  Al- 
though die  last  of  these  eases  was  the  worst,  neither  could  re- 
main in  bed  above  two  or  three  hours  at  a  time  $  warmth  in- 
creased the  volume  of  air.  The  dicitalis  was  used  to  Increase 
the  action  of  the  absorbents,  as  in  aropsy.  Having  never  seen 
a  ease  of  the  kind  treated  Iqr  any  other  person,  I  was  at  a  con* 
aiderable  loss  how  to  act  Books  gave  me  Utde  information. 
Sheemess^  Fthmtry  10,  1812. 


VII. 

Uisodianemti  Conummicationu    By  W.  SiMMONai  Sargeoo» 
Manchester. 

1.  On  on  Anomtdjf  in  VtMcinatioiu 

IN  medicine,  as  in  other  experimental  sciences,  the  anomalies 
which  occur  in  practice  may  be  considered  useful,  in  as  much 
as  they  tend  to  establish  the  general  truth  contended  ibr,  by  par- 
ticularly distinguishing  the  exceptions  to  it  This  position  wiB 
especially  apply  to  vaccination,  the  occurrence  of  the  smafl-pox 
after  which  has  recently  given  much  alarm,  and  produced  senous 
apprehension  with  many,  of  the  permanent  security  sought  fix>m 
toe  vaccine  inoculation.  It  is  my  wish  to  contribute  my  mite 
towards  the  removal  of  this  unfavourable  impression ;  and  this  I 
hope  to  do,  in  some  degree,  by  a  plain  recital  of  the  following 
fitcts. 

On  the  8th  of  October  1811,  I  vaccinated  two  infants  for  the 
second  time,  after  an  interval  of  several  weeks  from  rheir  former 
vaccination.  This  repetition  was  judged  expedient,  from  the  dis- 
ease having  passed  through  its  several  stages  with  unusual  rap{£ty, 
bein^  at  the  height,  in  one  instance,  on  the  eighth  day  from  t&e 
vaccmation,  and  in  the  other  on  the  ninth-^Aough  in  each  the 
appearances  on  the  arm  were  characteristic,  and  otherwise  satis- 
factory. At  this  second  vaccination,  I  made  a  puncture  in  each 
arm  of  my  litde  {patients.  Next  day  each  puncture  exhibited 
signs  of  inflammation,  which  had  increased  on  the  day  following  $ 
but,  on  the  third,  the  inflammation,  instead  of  advancing,  was 
evidently  subsiding,  and,  in  a  lew  days  more,  had  disappeared. 
I  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  former  vaccinadon  was  complete  i 
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pod  that  the  npidity  wkh  wUdi  llie  diictie  bsd  piMed  tbimigli 
its  several  stagni  Gonstitated  only  a  Tariety. 

With  the  point  of  the  lancet  charged  to  vaccinate  one  of  dicft 
young  fubjecta  the  teooiid  tim^  I  inadvertently  loudied  my  left 
cHedi^  bat  not  «o  deeply  as  to  draw  blood,  and  for  near  a  week 
I  thcmght  no  more  about  it  What  I  considered  to  be  a  pimpkt 
had  h^n  a  litde  troublesome  finr  several  dajrs;  but,  eacpecting  it; 
to  go  away  again,  I  did  not  particidarly  notice  it  f  nor  did  I  diar 
cover  its  real  nature  until  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day  from 
the  accident,  when  its  vacdoe  d»aracter  was  too  evident  to  be 
mistaken.  For  two  or  three  days  preceding,  I  was  restleis  and 
thirsty,  my  head  bad  ached,  and  my  appetite  for  animal  ibod 
was  gone ;  but  the  cause  of  this  riight  indisposition  had  not  once 
QCCfmeA  tome. 

From  this  time  the  veside  enlaiged,  and  the  inflammation 
spread  in  the  usual  manner.  On  the  ninth  and  tenth  days  the 
tumefaction  was  considerablej  the  ^ands,  at  the  ang^,  and  under 
the  lower  jsw,  on  the  same  side,  were  swelled  and  painful ;  and, 
on  the  tenth  day,  the  throbbing  pain  in  the  cheek  was  so  violent 
ae  to  induce  me  to  conclude  that  an  absceu  would  fi>rm«  How- 
ever, on  the  eleveoth,  all  the  symptoms  bsigan  to  abate,  aad 
iheoee&Mward  gcadually  sobsideai  and  the  crust  from  the  vesU 
cle  exfoliated  on  the  23d  of  the  same  month.  Wishing  the  dis« 
ease  lo  pursue  its  own  course,  the  only  medicine  taken  was  a  lit- 
tle salimate  of  miyifsia  to  moderate  the  severity  of  the  pain  in 
the  head  ;  but  no  outward  means  wbitever  were  employed. 

On  the  15th  of  October,  or  eighth  day  from  receiviiig  the  in* 
fection,  thnee  chiUren  were  vacdnated  from  my  chee^  at  the 
infirmary,  sod  the^  all  took  the  cow-pox.  On  the  2Sd  of  Ooto* 
ber,  from  a  fine  veude  on  the  arm  of  one  of  these  children,  I  vac* 
cinated  a  private  patient,  an  infant,  aad  she  passed  throng  the 
disease  in  a  satknictory  manner:  And  here,  the experimenta' 
ended.  On  the  whole,  however,  I  may  be  permitted  to  oSex  a 
fiew  remarks. 

It  k  just  withm  my  lecoUection,  that,  when  a  child,  I  had  the 
smail-pox  in  the  aaturai  way,  and,  duriog  the  coune  of  my  prar» 
fassional  life,  until  the  discovery  of  vaccination,  I  had  been  fre* 
ifuently  eailed  to  attend  on  persons  labouring  under  the  inocu- 
lated and  natural  small-pox.^  It  is  highly  probable^  thereforct 
that  my  constitution  was  shielded  agamst  the  small-pox  coota- 
gjion*  Proof  Ijhough  as  it  might  be  against  the  variolous  conta- 
gion, it  still  remained  susceptible  of  the  vaccine  infiBction ;  and 
nom  this  fact  an  inference  might  be  drawn  unfavourable  to  the 
idetUiiy  of  the  two  diseases,  indeed,  the  phenomena  of  the  s  oiall- 
fm  aM  of  the  cow-pox  axe  not  precisdjr  the  saaie,  though,  g e» 
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nerally  speaking,  the  system  is  left  in  the  same  slate  by  both ; 
and  hence  an  identity  of  effect  on  the  constitution  may  be  justly 
inferred.  To  ascertain  this  point,  so  many  experiments  have 
been  instituted,  that  it  cannot  be  any  longer  doubtful.  It  is 
equally  certain  too,  that  the  small-^ox  may  occur  tmce  in  the 
aame  subject;  and  we  have  seen,  that  a  person  who  has  had  the 
8malI-pox  will  receive  the  cow-pox,  arid,  by  possibility,  the  for- 
mer disease  will  supervene  to  tne  latter.  But  such  exceptions  to 
the  general  course  of  experience  ought  not' to  influence  the  con- 
duct of  the  practitioner,  who,  oft  the  contrary,  will  rest  his  claim 
to  success  on  the  aggregate  of  lacts,  and  not  on  the  exceptions 
to  it. 

2.  On  the.  utility  of  Diuretics  in  Ulcers  situated  on  the  lamer 
Extremities. 

Among  the  means  recommended  in  the  treatment  of  ulcers 
isituated  on  the  lower  extremities,  to  which  weavers,  and  some 
other  labouring  classes  are  more  particularly  incident,  diuretics 
have  obtained  a  less  share  of  attention  than  they  seem  to  de- 
serve. In  ulcers  of  this  description,  which  are  mostly  of  long- 
standing, oedema  of  the  limb  is  a  usual  concomitlinf ;  and,  iit 
this  symptom,  depending  on  the  loss  of  tone^  bandages  give  an 
obvious  and  efficient  support. 

In  this  plon  of  treatment  by  bandages,  diuretics  vnll  be  found 
a  powerliil  auxiliai7,  since  they  reduce  the  oedema,  check  the 
further  deposition  of  lymph,  and  facilitate  the  reacquisition  of 
tone  in  the  parts.  If  the  ulcer  should  possess  a  specific  charao 
ter,  its  appropriate  remedy  will  also  form  a  part  of  tlie  course. 

In  ulcers  on  the  legs,  attended  with  callosity,  which  constitute 
a  great  majority  of  such  cases,  the  compound  squill  pill,  in  the 
dose  of  three  pills,  two  or  three  times  a-da}%  is  often  sufficiently 
diuretic;  in  those  cases  where  it  is  not  so^  the  subcarbonate  of 
potash,  and  spirit  of  nitrous  setber,  taken  in  a  draught  of  the 
conijH)und  infusion  of  gentian,  will  heldom  fail  to  increase  the 
secretion  by  the  kidi)eyR  to  the  extent  wished  for ;  and  at  night, 
if  a  still  more  powertul  diuretic  be  required,  the  union  of  mer- 
cuiy  with  squill  and  digitalis  may  be  added  to  the  business  of 
tlu*  day.  *But  olit  of  this  uncertain  cla^s  of  remedies,  the  judi- 
cious surgcrn  will  choose  for  himself.  In  the  cases  described,  I 
have  found  the  ;  rochiction  of  an  increased  flow  of  urine  a  ma- 
teria] improvenirr.t  ol  their  treatment,  and  as  such  I  recommend 
it  to  the  prolession. 

3.  On  fheprdperty  of  Arsenid  in  Cancer* 
The  property  of  arst^nic,  taken  interrally,  of  alloying  the  paiil 
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of  cancer  in  the  ulcerated  stage,  is  already  before  the  public 
In  the  common  cancer,  and  in  that  variety  of  cancer  to  which 
chimney-sweepers  are  incident,  its  efiects  are  nearly  similar.  In 
both  it  improves  the  quality  of  the  discharge  from  the  ulcer,  and 
alleviates  the  pain,  without  inducing  stupor  or  disposition  to 
sleep.  Hence  it  may  be  considered  an  antalgic  ratlier  than  aa 
unodyne  in  such  cases. 

In  the  year  1810,  an  elderly  gentlewoman  took  the  **  liquor  ar^ 
senicalis  **  in  a  case  of  cancer  of  the  right  breast,  twice  a  day  for 
three  months.  Her  sufferings  were  extreme  before  she  entered 
on  this  course ;  soon,  however,  the  arsenic  gave  her  ease,  and» 
with  a  few  exceptions,  kept  her  easy  during  the  remainder  of 
her  life.  These  exceptions  for  the  most  part  took  place  when  the 
tubercles  were  about  to  exfoliate ;  after  the  exfoliation,  the  pain 
again  subsided  $  the  hollow  granulated;  the  granulations  were  flo- 
rid, and  healtby-looking ;  and  the  secretion  from  them  was  pu- 
rulent* By  these  means,  sfie  was  kept  very  tolerably  easy,  com- 
pared with  what  is  usually  suffered,  as  she  gradually. sunk;  nor 
did  she  experience  any  of  those  unpleasant  symptoms,  which  are 
said  to  arise  from  the  continued  exhibition  of  arsenic. 

As  the  pain  in  the  common,  and  in  the  chimney-sweeperF^ 
or  soot-cancer,  is  alike  alleviated  by  the  internal  exhibition  irf* 
arsenic,  may  we  thence  infer  the  identity  of  the  poison  in  these 
two  diseases  ?  If  a  different  cause  can  produce  the  same  morbid 
change  of  structure  in  a  part,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  conceiv- 
ing a  similarity  of  function  in  the  subsequent  action  of  the  party 
however  dissimilar  the  original  cause  might  have  been. 

*.     On  the  Property  of  Iron  in  Cancer* 

There  is  a  material  difference  between  curing  a  disease,  and 
alleviating  some  of  its  more  distressing  symptoms.  But  this  dis- 
tinction has  not  always  been  sufficiently  attended  to  in  practice  } 
and  hence  a  medicine,  highly  extolled  at  one  time,  has  after- 
wards sunk  into  neglect,  though  by  no  means  destitute  of  valu- 
able properties.  The  history  of  the  remedies  prescribed  in  can- 
cer, will  supply  an  exemplification  of  the  validity  of  this  opinion; 
a  disease  for  which,  I  believe,  no  cure  is  yet  known  except  its 
decision,  in  the  early  stage,  while  it  is  yet  local,  and  the  system 
is  unc6ntaminated  by  absorption. 

Among  the  remedies  entitled  to  attention,  in  combating  some 
of  the  symptoms  of  cancer,  are  the  preparations  of  iron ;  and 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  their  pretensions,  I  selected  two  cases 
of  genuine  cancer  of  the  mammife,  advanced  into  the  state  of 
tdceration.     In  eadi^  the  treatment  was  conducted  agreeably  to 
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had  the  cause  of  those  accidents  more  clearly  elucidated ;  but  al- 
though Mr  Ellis  deserves  ever^^  praise  for  hb  uigeuious  theory  and 
laudable  investigation  of  a  circumstance  that  reouires  more  at- 
tention than  has  hitherto  been  given  to  it,  and  although  the  si- 
milaritj  of  the  eflects  with  those  of  lightning,  are  in  many  poicu 
striking,  yet  his  reasoning  does  not  appear  to  me  convincing. 

In  battle  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  tnat  those  engaged  can  pay 
attention  to  every  Kttle  passing  circumstance,  ther^ore  it  must  be 
from  attention  to  the  accident,  and  other  local  drcumstanoes,  that 
^e  are  to  learn  the  cause. 

The  sudiJen  concussion  or  agitation  of  the  contignoos  atmos- 
phere^ by  the  rapid  motion  of  such  a  small  body  as  a  cannon-ball, 
does  not  appear  to  be  sufficient  to  account  for  tne  extent  of  injunr 
often  produced,  and  alleged  to  be  from  that  cause  only.  In  all 
the  cases  that  have  fidlen  under  my  treatment  and  observation,  I 
think  I  have  been  able  to  account  for  the  cause  more  satisfacto- 
.rily  to  myself;  and  the  numerous  occurrences  in  every  battle,  of 
cannon-balls  passing  close  to  the  body,  without  doing  injury, 
should,  at  least,  induce  us  to  some  investigation,  before  leaving  it 
to  a  supposed  cause,  which  may  lead  to  a  careless  treatment* 

There  are  many  substances,  comparatively  light  of  themselves, 
on  board  ship,  such  as  canvas,  rope-yams,  part  of  the  bedding, 
&c.  which,  when  carried  along  with  the  velocity  of  a  ball,  or 
even  driven  but  a  sliort  way  with  that  force,  are  apt  to  do  con-  I 
siderable  injury  by  hitting  the  body,  and,  by  occupying  a  large  or  | 
Small  bulk,  may,  or  may  not,  produce  external  inark  of  injury. 
I  know  an  officer  who  had  considerable  pain  in  the  loins  for  some  I 
time  after  a  battle,  supposed  to  be  from  the  wind  of  a  shot,  as  | 
he  was  not  conscious  ot  any  thing  having  hit  him,  and  there  was  i 
no  externa]  mark ;  but  the  flakes  of  a  bed  from  the  hammock-knit-  i 
tings,  being  pretty  thick  on  his  coat,  showed  to  ipe  that  the  pain  | 
was  produced  by  something  moredense  than  wind ;  and  had  it  been  | 
the  stomach  that  was  hit,  instead  of  the  back,  I  think  it  very  proba- 1 
blc  that  officer  would  have  been  kiUed.  It  is  well  known  that  a  | 
smart  blow  on  the  stomach  wiH  produce  faintness,  and  sometimes  I 
deprive  a  person  of  life,  without  producing  any  external  mark,  I 
which  oflen  happens  with  boys  or  men  fighting ;  and  it  has  hap- 1 
pened,  that  a  person  has  been  killed  by  the  sudden  push  of  a! 
foil,  which  bursted  the  peritonaeum,  without  cauMBg  anj  «xter-  j 
nal  mark.  Surely  neither  of  these  will  be  imputed  to  the  efl&cts ! 
of  electric  matter.  As  to  its  often  happening  that  the  person  is  | 
not  conscious  of  having  been  struck  by  any  thing  when  those  in- 
juries are  received,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  it  is  known 
that  sometimes  a  severe  wound  is  inflicted,  and  >he  person  not 
know  It  unt'd  it  is  pointed  out  to  him,  as  he  gets  ftiint  by  lo&s  of  | 
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blood.    I  knew  a  mao  that  was  woanded  with  a  flattened  ball, 
ful]  two  inches  in  diameter,  which  lodged  deep  in  the  thigh ;  and 
when  getting  faint  with  the  k»9  of  blood,  asked  his  officer  for 
permission  to  go  to  the  stirgeon,  aa  he  was  afraid  he  was  wound^ 
ed  somewhere,  for  be  wa^  not  able  to  stand.     I  have  also  known 
a  musket-ball  pass  through  a  part  of  the  body,  and  the  pcrsoil 
not  be  conscious  of  having  been  wounded  until  he  discorered  thd 
blood :  and  many  instances  I  have  known,  of  injuries  about  the 
&ce  discovered  after  an  action,   which  had  not  before  been 
noticed.     I  have  alwajs  imputed  those  little  accidents  to  some 
li^bt  substance  having  been  brought,  with  great  tcfecity,  in  con- 
tact with  the  face :  but  in  what  way  they  occurred,  whether  from 
the  wind  of  a  shot,  part  of  the  ship's  material,  electric  matter,  o^ 
latent  caloric  developed*  I  believe  it  will  be  difficult  for  the  in- 
dividual to  ascertain  in  time  of  action  at  sea.    As  to  tiie  negative 
circumstances,  which  occur  against  the  opinion  of  the  wind  of  e 
shot,  or  even  electricity  or  latent  caloricf  being  the  cause  of 
those  accidents,  the  instances  are  very  numerous  of  shot  passing 
very  ckwe  to  the  body  without  doing  any  injurv*     In  those  cases*, 
I  suppose,  there  is  nothing  carried  along  wiui  the  ball ;  for  the 
jacket  or  trowsers,  and  even  the  waistcoat,  is  sometimes  torn, 
without  the  skin  being  injured,  and  even  buttonar  are  torn  from  the 
clothes  by  a  ball ;  but  this  cannot  be  wondered  at  when  we  know 
that  a  button  may  be  struck  off  a  coat,  by  a  smart  blow  with  the 
end  of  a  ramrod,  often  without  the  person  perceiving  it,  and  no 
one  wiD  think  of  imputing  this  to  the  attractive  power  of  electri- 
city. I  knew  an  instance  of  a  shot  which  passed  through  both  sides 
of  the  cabin  of  a  frigate,  and  in  its  course  struck  a  store-room  key, 
(a  common-sized  door  key),  that  was  Iving  loose,  with  one  half  of 
it  exposed  behind  a  looking-glass,  at  the  side  of  the  cabin.    The 
key  was  bent  considerably  without  being  moved  from  its  place, 
neither  did  the  glass  receive  the  slightest  injury.    A  dollar  has 
been  known  to  hiBve  been  broken  in  man^  pieces  in  the  pocket, 
by  a  muflket-ball,  without  the  person  receiving  any  injury. 

Why  should  not  every  cannon-baH  that  carries  away  a  limb,  or 
wounds  the  body,  bring  along  with  it  its  other  baneful  influence  f 
If  the  cause  is  produced  by  the  velocity,  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  hktin^the  body  in  passing  can  have  impeded  much  of  the 
velocity ;  ^lid  (here  are  numerous  wounds  by  cannon-balls,  where 
no  other  pirt  is  injured  but  what  has  been  in  actual  contact  with 
thebalL 

There  is  what  is  termed  the  brush,  of  a  ball,— 4hat  is,  m  bdl 
having  passed  *so  near,  as  actually  to  touch  the  clothes,  add 
neither  tear  them  nor  the  skin.     This  generally  pcoduces  a 

1.2 
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numbness,  s^velling,  and  inflammation^  more, or  les^,  according  to 
the  part  that  has  been  rubbed,  apd  if  not  early  attended  to,  is  apt 
to  produce  extensive  injuir.  I  knew  a  case  of  the  kind,  where 
the  person  being  foo^hardfy,  and  wishing  to  brave  it,  would  not 
lie  by.  from  his  usual  duty,  until  he  was  not  able  to  perform  it;- 
tihe  whole  glifteus  muscle  became  sphacelous,  and  ultimately  waa 
Uie  cause  of  his  being  discharged  from  the  service.  And  a^  a 
person  is  apt  to  be  struck  down  by  a  sudden  touch  on  the  stomach, 
mapy  of  the  injuries  may  be  imputed  to  the  fall ;  for  instance,  a 
limb  might  be  fractured^  1  have  known  such  an  occttrrence,  hj 
simply  falling  on  the  decJs* 

As  to  the  fact  of  cannon-balls  carrying  light  substances  aloi^ 
jfith  them,  they  so  very  seldom  stick  in  Uie  body,  I  have  had  no 
opportunity  to  ascertain  positively  that  they  do ;  but  with  grape- 
^hot,  canister-shot,  and  musket  balls,,  I  have  had  ample  testimo* 
ny ;  and  I  think  there js  every  reasot^  to  believe  that  cannpn- balls 
do  also,  from  (l^e  many  pieces  carried  away  where  the  shot  have 
jiit  or  passed  thrpugh  ;  and  it  i^  ^Iso  pretty  evident  on  sweeping 
the  decks  after  ^  battle.  And  if  this  should  take  place  on  board 
/ihip,  wliy  not  aisp  on  shore,  where  wadding  is  used  of  various 
materials,  and  a  ball  may  have  to  encounter,  in  its  passage, 
shrtibs,  grass,  lai^d,  mud,  &c,  ? 

That  soft  substances  carried  with  great  velocity  will  break  f 
Jtimb,  I  readily  believe*  ,  I  knew  a  person,  in  bathing,  who  feU 
from  a  considerable. height  iBat^  on  the  water;  the  breast,  belly, 
and,  thighs,  were  as  black  as  .if  he  had  be^n  beaten  with  a  stick. 

With  regard  to  the  pulverizing  of  the  (>ones,  as  no  instance 
of  that  circumstance  has  con^e  io  my  knowledge,  nor  to  any  of 
^y  acquaintance,  I  can  ^y  nothing  respecting  it  ;^  neither  can  I 
brjng  it; to  ipy  ideas,  that  Jt  ^pqld  be  effected hy  the  brush  of  a 
balL  .  All  other  incidents,  I  think^  mi^t.hf  imputed  to  incchar 
jEiical  force  only*  I  may  be  |nistdken,,but  I  am  well  convincc<t 
there  are  no  accidents 'i^hich,  require  to  be  qjpre  narrowlv  y alch- 
ed.  than  those  suJ3poscd  to. have  happened  from  the  wiiid  of  a 
>hpt.  Infi$LiTiroatipn  frequently  supervenes,  ^nd,  \f  not  early 
^checkcd  by  bleeding,  purging,  aiicl  other  antiphlogistics^  it  will 
run, rapidlv  to  gangrene. ,  »  »  »    . 

Th^se  few  unconnected  re;narks  may  perhaps  iiiHuoe  somej 
iKrhose  experience  and  knowledge  .of  the  jihenonienoa  Have  beei^ 
jhore  extensive,  to  throw  more  light  on  this  ^oul^tful  ^ukgect* 

JDimfermltne^  Feb.  1812, 
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IX. 

Hepoft  of  tife  Board  of  Health  at  New-  YorJci  on  the  Yejlow  Fever 
a^  Piiih'Amboy.  CoronauBicatedy  with  a  Prefatory  Letter,  by 
C.  CuiSHOLUy  M.  D.  BrisloL 

Deak  Sis, 

IHAiTE  lately  received  from  a  friend  at  New* York,  a  copy  of 
the  report  of  a  committee  of*  physicians,  ordered  by  the 
Board  of  Health  of  the  State  to  inquire  into  the  evidences  of  the 
existence  of  yellow  fever  (malif^nant  pestilential)  in  the  city  df 
Perth- Amboy  in  New- Jersey,  in  September  last.     There  are 
some  ctroamstanoes  in  this  report^  of  a  nature  which  merits  the 
attention  of  those  who  are  sedulous  in  the  development  of  truth, 
and  whose  minds  have  been  directed  to  the  estalnishment  of  the 
iact,  of  the  origin  of  the  pestilentiaj  tevey  of  tlie  United  States 
of  Anierica,  in  imported  infection.     The  consideration  of  these 
has  induced  me  to  believe,  that  the  insertion  of  the  report  in  the 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  may  be  acceptable  to  you,  and  to 
the  (description  of  your  readers  I  hove  alluded  ta     I  therefore 
liave  much  pleasure  in  transmitting  it ;  and  I  avail  myself  of  the 
opportunity  ray  doing  so  furnitihes,  to  take  leave  to  point  out  two 
or  three  or  the  most  prominent  of  ihe  circumstances  which  have 
more  particularly  en^ged  my  attention.     One  is  ihe  positive  re- 
fusal o{  the  medical  health  officers  to  form  a  part  of  the  commit- 
tee, although  requested  so  to  do  by  the  Board  c^*  Health  ;  and 
the  almost  positive  refusal  of  the  officer  more  immediately  em- 
ployed in  tne  preservation  of  the  city  of  New- York  from  import- 
«d  iofection,  to  give  the  committee  that  information,  which  it  was 
his  duty  to  communicate,  and  which  might  have  so  essentially 
contributed  to  tlie  welfare  of  the  public.     You  will  recollect,  that 
on  an  occasion  precisely  similar,  this  very  physician,  Dr  llod- 
gers,  conducted  himself  in  precisely  the  same  manner.     Th'^  mo^ 
lives  to  this  extraordinary  conduct,  and  the  pernicious  conse- 
<iuences  resulting  from  it,  I  iiave  stated  in  my  'Jett-er  to  Dr  Hay* 
f  arth,  to  which  1  oegto  refer.     Another  prominentcircumstanceis, 
the  elucidation  of  the  fact  of  imported  infection,  obtained  through 
the  candour  and  liberality  of  gentlemen  at  Amboy,  who,  from  a 
correct  and  judicious  j^erforraance  of  their  civil  and  medical  du- 
ties, had  been  able  to  trace  the  origin,  progress,  and  chiiracter  of 
the  evil.     I  more  particularly  wiah  to  lean  on  this  circumstance, 
iccaotte  it  points  out  the  enuueiit  importauce  to  a  commuuity,  oj^ 
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possessing  men  who,  from  principle,  will  discharge  the  duties  of 
good  citizens ;  whilst  it  exhibits  the  destructive  consequenres  of 
placing  in  situations  of  high  trust  and  responsibility,  men  who, 
to  senre  the  sinister  purposes  of  a  party,  avoid  the  investigation 
of  truth,  communicate  false  colouring  to  it,  or  employ  the  means 
of  subterfuge  aud  prevarication,  to  divert  the  public  attention 
from  it.  I  am  not  too  severe  in  these  animadversions.  Severity 
to  the  guilty  becomes  safety  to  the  innocent  And  having,  on  a 
former  occasion  ^Letter  to  Dr  Haygartb)  used  full  freedom  of  re- 
mark, without,  hitherto,  any  attempt  at  refutation  of  the  ore- 
mises  on  which  I  founded  it,  I  have  a  right  to  believe  I  actea  on 
sound  principle,  in  relation  to  the  public  and  myself.  Another 
circumstance  deserving  particular  notice,  is,  that  the  locality  of 
Perth-Amboy,  excludes  all  peculiar  causes  of  disease,  such  a^ 
marsh  exhalations,  reflected  heat,  imperfect  ventilation,  &c.  In  the 
course  of  mv  military  medical  duties  during  the  revolutionary 
w]|r  in  North  America,  I  often  resided  at  Amboy  for  weeks  at  a 
time,. and  have  consequently  a  perfect  knowledge  of  its  situation. 
The  fact  of  imported. infection  is  therefore  the  more  firmly  esta- 
blished. 

Before  I  leave  you  to  the  perusal  of  the  report,  permit  me  to 
inquire,  whether  you  have  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  and 
reading  my  friend  Dr  Hosack's  Medical  and  Philosophical  Re- 
gister of  New- York.  Dr  Hosack,  sedng  the  extremely  pernici- 
ous tendency  of  the  promulgation  of  a  doctrine,  which  has  for 
its  sole  obiect  the  exclusion  of  infection  from  every  instance  of 
fever  in  the  United  States  of  America,  whether  such  exdusion 
Was  manifested  by  truth,  or  supported  bv  falsehood,  determined 
on  diffusing  a  piire  and  -uncontaminated  knowledge  of  the  matter 
of  fact,  and  by  fair  and  unsophisticated  representation,  present- 
ing his  countrymen  with  the  power  and  option  of  acting  decid- 
edly and  judiciously  for  their  own  preservation.  By  thus  with- 
drawing the  mask  from  the  propagators  of  a  most  destructive 
theory-r-by  thus  disabusing  the  honest  credulity  of  his  fdlow-ci- 
tizens, — ^it  is  evident  he  may  be  the  meanft,'  under  Heaven,  of 
convey  ins  to  them  a  benefit  of  incalculable  importance.  He  has 
cnter^  the  lists-  armed  with  truth  and  rectitude  of  intention,  and 
with  a  consequent  boldness  and^rengdi  of  attitude  and  feature. 


that  hitherto,  as  they  oueht,  renderhim  invincible ;  and  every 

lover  of  humanity  will  wi^  to  borrow  the  sublime  imagery  of  the 

[>ostle,  that  therewith  he  shall  be  able  to  quench  idi  the  fier 

arts  of  the  wicked.     I  remain,  &c.  «>^ 

BristU,  Uppet  Berkely  tlace^l  ^  Chishoi.v 

January  10,  1812.  3  *"'  Chisholm. 
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Board  of  HeaM^  September  16M,  1811. 
Resent — ^The  Honourable  Dewitt  Clinton,  President. — jtl^ 
dermen^  Mesier,  Girpenter,  Pish,  C.  Pdl,  Cunningham,  Buck- 
nuister^  J.  PeD|  Dickinson,  lioogland,  Torrey. — Doctors^  Mil- 
ler, Bayley,  apd  J)ougIafiS. 

Tnform  ATiON  having  been  giyen  to  Ae  Board,  diat  a  dangerous, 
-*-  malignant,  and  infectious  fever  now  prevails  at  the  city  of 
Ambovt  in  New-Jersey,  it  was  resolved  that  it  be  recommended 
to  his  noaoar  the  Mayor  to  issue  his  proclamation,  interdicting 
all  communica^n  between  the  said  city  of  Amboy  and  this  ci^. 

Resolved  also,  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  Health-Qfficer  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  and  obtain  from 
him,  and  from  such  other  sources  as  they  shall  judge  advisable,^ 
information  of  the  existence  of  the  said  disease,  and  other  facta 
deemed  necetiary  by  them  i  and  report  with  $U  convenient  speed 
to  this  Board. 

Resolved,  that  the  committee  appointed  be,  Dr  Joseph  Bayley, 
Dr  John  H*  Douglass,  of  this  Board,  and  Dr  David  Hosack  of 
this  dty ;  and  that  the  health*officer,  Dr  Rodgert^  be  associated 
with  them. 


Board  of  Healthy  September  Idih^  1811. 
Present — The  Honourable  Dewitt  Clinton,  President — Al^ 
dermen^  Mesier,  Carpenter,  Dickinson,  Ciumingham,  Hoog- 
land,  Buckma&ter,  C.  Pell,  and  J*  PelL — Doctors^  Jones,  Mu- 
ler,  Bayley,  and  Douglass. 

Hie  minutes  of  the  meeting  of  the  16th  were  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Thocommittee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  health-ofScer,  and 
to  ascertain  the  facts  respecting  the  disease  prevailing  at  Amboy, 
presented  the  following  report ;  which  was  approved,  and  ordered 
to  be  entered  on  the  minutes. 

Rq)€rt  of  the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Healthy  to  in* 
vestigate  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  the  Disease  now  prevatlivg 
at  Perth'Amboy^  New-Jersey^  addressed  to  the  l*resident  ar^ 
Members  of  t^e  Board  r^ 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeably  to  the  instructions  conveyed  by  the  resolution  of 
the  fioard  of  Health,  we  yesterday  proceeded  to  Perth- Amboy, 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  information  relative  to  the  nature 
and  origin  c^  the  disease  at  present  prevailing  in  that  city.  The 
health-officer,  Dr  Rodgers,  having  been  appointed  with  us  a 
member  of  the  oommitteei  we  waited  on  him  at  Stat^-I^lan4| 
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with  the  hope  that,  As  be  bad  beeti  at  Aiiibo;»  and  had  seen 
BOine  of  those  persons  who  had  died  of  the  disease,  he  would 
have  had  it  in  his  power  to  furnish  the  information  required,  and 
perhaps  rendered  our  visit  at  Amboy  unnecessary }  and  in  ease 
lie  should  not  be  in  possession  of  the  facts  which  would  be  ex- 
pected by  the  Board  of  Health,  to  request  him,  as  a  member  of 
tlie  committed  to  accompaiiy  us  for  the  purpose  ftf  making  the 
necessary  ihquiries.  Upon  our  arrival  at  Uie  Qiwrantine  Gnnind, 
We  acctirdingiy  stated  to  the  health-officer,  thsi  ioformatioii  had 
been  received  by  the  Board  of  Health,  of  the  prevaJenoe  of  an 
infectious  disease  at  Perth- Amboy»  which  had  excited  consider* 
aUe  aial*m  among  the  citiaeos  of  New  York:  That  in  ooase- 
quence  of  Ak  information,  the  Mayor  had  ibovgtH  it  neoesMiy 
to  issue  his  proclamatioci,  interdicting  dm  conimuincation  b^ 
tween  the  two  places,  and  that  the  Boand  of  Heakh  had  jeppoint^ 
^  a  committee,  for  the  ^rpose  of  ioqiifrin|r  ifKo  Urn  fitcts  of 
this  subject:  That  Dr  Miller,  the  resident  physicUn*  bad  been 
requested  by  the  Board  to  be  a  member  of  the  consmiitee^  but^ 
ciwing  to  unavoklabl^  en|^.gements%  be  had  declkied  the  af^l^oint* 
itdent :  That  thereupon  they  considered  it  eaqpedtcnt  to  request  the 
health-officer  to  perform  that  duty ;  and,  understanding  ^t  be 
hod  already  been  at  Amboy,  and  had  expressed  an  opinion  of  the 
nature  of  the  disease)  they  bad  been  in  expectation  of  receiving 
from  him  an  official  statement  of  the  fjicts  that  were  now  sought 
for. — Dr  Rodgers  replied,  **  that  he  did  not  consider  the  Board 
as  having  any  right  to  expect  a  comi|ionication  from  him,  rda- 
tivc  to  a  fever  at  Ainboy.  ** — We  then  observed,  that  as  a  constant 
communication  existed  between  Amboy  and  New-YoA,  and 
that,  AS  tW  iti^ase  m^t  be  conveyed  to  tbe  Idtttf  csCy^  they  ex- 
pected from  him,  as  the  centinel  at  the  out-post,  every  vaSana^ 
lion  jn  his  power  to  iDomanunioate  ^  and  that,  by  a  irakicioa  of 
the  Board,  they  certainly  did  expect  that  he  w>ouM  ako  cobmbv* 
nicBt?e  to  us  the  fiicts  that  had  conw  to  his  knowledge.^^Dr  Aod- 
gcrs  then  stated,  **  that  when  this  disease  oii^t  cotneiattder  his 
review  at  the  Quarantine  Ground,  he  should  consider  it  his 
duty  to  make  such  communication,  but  not  till  ihenj  *  and  added, 
.''  you  had  better,  gentlemen,  proceed  to  Am'boy  to  seek  informa- 
tion for  yourselves ;  "  that  his  duly  did  not  permit  him  to  accom- 
pany us ;  that  he  should  go  again  to  Amboy  tormorrow,  and  pay 
a  visit  oF  friendship,  as  hjs  two  former  visits  had  been,  bot  sbooU 
1?^  ^. '"j??  oflicial  capacitj'.  We  th«i  expressed  tbe^efpe^ 
that  \\  he  djd  not  think  it  popertoaocompaiiy  us,  that  bevonld 
favour  us  wiih  his  opinion  of  the  nature  of  il*e  dii^ease,  and  the 
frKts  rflative  To  its  origfn.  This  also  he  declined  5  observing, 
«  that  he  was  dehcately  situated,  and  did  not  wish  .to  express  to 
MS  an  opmion  en  this  subject. "     We  then  asfcod  him  tf  iie  had 
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any  oUecdon  to  mt  lu  a  statement  in  wricing  for  the  inlbnna- 
tioQ  of  the  BoarOt  and  that  we  would  call  for  it  on  our  return 
from  Aipboy.    This  he  also  begged  leave  to  decline;  adding, 
bowerer,  that  if  the  Board  of  Health  would  do  him  the  honour 
to  address  him  a  letter  stating  the  points  on  which  they  wi6he4 
inforroationi  he  would  answer  their  questions.    We  then  read  to 
him  the  resolution  of  the  Board,  requesting  us  to  obtain  from 
the  health-officer  such  information  as  he  possessed  on  this  sub- 
ject; and  added,  that  we  considered  the  a|^lication  conreyed  by 
the  present  resolution,  as  sufficiently  respectful  and  expressive  of 
the  wishes  of  the  Board,  for  him  to  communicate  the  information 
requealed :  He,  however,  persisted  in  declining  to  express  to  u^, 
a  comiaiUee  from  the  Board,  either  verbally  or  in  writing,  any 
opinion  on  this  suUect,  repeating  **  that  his  situation  was  a  very 
wlifasfe  one. "     We  then  observed,  that  we  had  understood  he 
had  publicly  expressed  his  opinion,  at  Amboy,  of  the  nature  of 
the  fever  prevailing  there:  He  acknowledi^ed  he  had  visited  Mr 
Kearney  at  Amboy,  that  he  had  also  seen  Mr  Compton,  and  that 
he  did  express  to  the  two  phvsicians  of  that  place,  and  in  pre- 
sence of  a  third  person,  that  Mr  Kearney's  case  was  that  of ''  ma- 
liipunt  lever  of  the  highest  grade."    As  the  term  maH^ant 
fever  appeared  to  us  of  ambiguous  import,  we  next  inquired  if 
he  ooBsidered  the  fever  referred  to  as  the  yellamfeoer  ?   To  this 
cpieation  be  answered,  he  disliked  the  term  yelLm'feoer^  consider- 
ing it  an  inproper  one ;  but  admitted  that  the  disease  was  such 
as  would  by  many  persons  be  denominated  yellow  fever,  and 
particularly  mentioned,  that  the  patient  had  the  glassy  eye  andi/d* 
law  sfa'n.     We  next  asked  him  if  Mr  Kearney  had  had  the  Uadt 
vomU  T  |o  this  he  replied  in  the  affirmative  i  but  that  in  the  otlter 
qsse  she  rtomach  was  not  so  much  affected :  He  also  stated,  that 
llr  Kearney  had  been  sut^a  to  attacks  of  bilious  feoer^  and  that^ 
npcNs  this  late  occasion,  he  had  been  very  much  fatigued,  and  prior 
to  his  attack,  had  been  exposed  to  the  sun  without  an  umbrella* 
We  repeated  onr  request,  that  he  would  accompany  us  on  our 
visit;  iMit  he  agfiin  declining  Xs>  comply  with  our  wishes,  we  consi- 
deped  our  conference  at  an  end.     We  immediately  proceeded  to 
A4aboy9  and  calked  upon  Mr  Daniel  Perrein,  the  collector  of  thn 
povt^  and  Dr  Nathaniel  Manning,  the  physician  who  had  attend- 
^  an  all  those  who  had  been  attacked  with  the  disease.    The 
ctlher  physician  being  out  of  town,  we  had  no  opportunity  of 
contersing  wi^i  him.    Dr  Manning  informed  us,  that  he  bad  lost 
fear  patients  with  a  fever  which,  from  its  peculiar  symptonis  and 
flreiC  mcictaiity,  he  amsideredto  be  the  yellow  fever :  that  althougi^ 
aebad  been  two  years  and  a  halfa  practitioner  at  Perth- Amboy^ 
and  his  partner,  Dr  Freeman,  had  practised  medicine  in  the  same 
^Jaoe aany  years  before  bimj  and  ootb  had  been  familiarly  coq« 
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Tersant  with  the  fevers  which  ordinarily  prevaO  in  that  city  and  itv 
Ticinity,  particularly  the  bilious  remittetiti  yet  that  they  had  never 
before  tlie  present  season,  met  with  any  fever  attended  with  the 
•ymptoms  of  that  of  which  their  late  patients  had  died,  and  with 
which  others  at  that  time  were  affected ;  and,  aa  further  evidence, 
Dr  Manning  remarked,  that  at  that  very  time  he  had  patients 
ill  of  both  diseases,  each  exhibiting  its  characteristic  symptomsi 
and  invited  us  to  see  them.  He  also  stated,  that  our  health  offi- 
cer, Dr  Rodgers,  had  visited  with  him  two  of  the  first  cases, 
and  had  pronounced  them  as  decided  cases  of  the  yellow  fever 
as  he  had  ever  seen. 

Dr  Manning  then  gave  us  an  account  of  those  persons  who,  in 
his  opinion,  had  died  of  the  yellow  fever;  namely,  James  Comp- 
ton,  who  was  attacked  on  the  7th,  and  died  on  the  10th  instant ; 
— James  Kearney,  attacked  on  the  9th,  and  died  on  the  1  ♦th  ;— 
Joseph  Comptcn,  attacked  on  the  ilth,  and  died  on  the  15th; 
and  Mrs  Crowell,  also  attacked  on  the  11  th,  and  died  on  the  15th. 
He  obseBved  that  a  Mrs  Marsh,  an  elderly  lady,  died  yesterday 
morning,  the  17th,  after  a  week's  illness ;  but  her  disease  did  not 
appear  to  be  characterized  by  the  same  symptoms  that  had  dis- 
tinguished the  cases  of  the  first  peraons  that  nave  been  mention- 
ed. The  first  four,  he  remarked,  were  all  seized  with  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  back,  and  limbs,  attended  with  a  highly  inflam- 
ed state  of  the  eyes.  On  the  second  or  third  day  the  skin,  espe- 
cially about  the  neck  and  breast,  became  yellow,  which  colour 
graduailv  extended  over  the  greater  part  of  their  bodies;  and,  in 
all,  the  itomach  was  very  much  afiected  with  a  sense  of  heat  or 
burning,  and  rejected  almost  eyery  thing  received  into  it ;  which 
symptpms  he  had  never  found  associated  in  the  ordinary  autum- 
Hal,  or  any  other  fevers  in  that  place  or  neighbourhood.  We  asked 
bim  particularly,  if  he  had  seen  Mr  Kearney  in  any  of  his  former 
attacks  of  fever,  to  which  he  had  been  subject  in  the  autumn,  as 
before  related  to  us  by  Dr  Rodgers  i  He  replied,  he  had  been 
his  physician  in  two  ^uch  attacks,  and  that  his  disease  exhibited 
the  ordinary  characters  of  our  common  autumnal  remittent  fever, 
and  was  totally  different  from  the  inflammatory  symptoma  with 
which  he  was  attacked  iii  his  last  illness.  He  particularhr  re- 
marked, that  Mr  Kearney  threw  off  a  great  quanti^  of  black 
matter,  resembling  coffee  with  the  grounds,  and  mixed  with 
other  portions  in  the  form  of  flakes.  We  next  asked  Dr  Man- 
ning tor  his  opinion  relative  to  the  origin  of  this  extraordinanr 
disease.  He  replied  that  there  was  but  one  opinion,  either  wito 
the  inhabitants  or  physicians,  namely,  that  it  was  derived  from 
aome  of  the  West  India  vessels,  which  had  been  lying  at  the 
wharves ;  observing,  however,  that  the  brig  Ocean,  from  St  Bar.- 
tUoIomews,  was  the  vessel  which  the  inhabitants  in  gepcral  sup^. 
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posed  to  have  introduced  it  The  town  we  observed  to  be  r^ 
markably  elevated  |  the  soil  chiefly  composed  of  sand  i  free  from 
all  lodgments  of  water ;  the  streets  wide ;  and  the  houses,  for 
the  most  part,  spacious,  and  at  a  considerable  distance  from 
each  other;  and  the  whole  town  exhibiting  an  uncommon  de« 
gree  of  cleanliness.  Dr  Manning  also  informed  us,  that  there 
were  no  local  causes  to  which  this  calamity  could  possibly  be  re* 
ferred,  and  that  it  could  only  be  accounted  for  as  arising  from 
intercourse  with  the  vessels  at  the  wharves ;  and  that  tlie  citizcDS 
were  so  perfectly  convinced  of  this  fact,  that  they  had  ordered 
them  to  oe  removed  to  the  stream.  He  further  stated,  ihat  Mr 
Kearney  and  the  two  Mr  Comptons  had  all  been  frequently  ou 
board  tne  brig  Ocean^  and  anotncr  vessel  lying  along  side  of  her, 
the  skip  Favourite^  from  the  Havanna,  both  of  which  vessels  had 
come  consigned  to  Mr  Kearney. — He  also  observed,  that  Mr 
Joseph  Compton  had  not  only  been  on  board  of  the  vct^sels  vx  the 
wharves,  but  that  he  had  sat  up  with  his  brother  James,  during 
bis  illness.  Mrs  Crowell,  the  fourtli  person  mentioned,  was  the 
wife  of  a  ship-carpenter,  who  resides  at  the  head  of  the  whari^ 
within  50  yards  of  the  said  vessels.  Dr  Manning  also  stated, 
that  Mrs  Crowell  was  so  near  to  the  vessels,  that  upon  one  of 
them  (the  Ocean)  having  her  bilge  water  puuipexl  out,  she  waa 
made  very  sick  by  the  smell  of  it,,  the  wind  blowing  directly  to* 
wards  the  house,  and  into  her  apartments,  and  that  she  herself* 
during  her  illness,  frequently  declared  to  her  physician  and 
frien£,  that  in  her  opinion  she  had  thus  uken  the  disease.  It 
will  be  readily  observed,  that  the  same  wind  which  blew  the  ef- 
fluvia of  the  bilge  water,  would  also  convey  the  poisonous  vapour 
from  the  adjoining  vessel.  Having  received  this  information 
from  Dr  Manning,  we  accompanied  him  in  his  visit  to  five  of 
bis  patients  whom  he  considered  to  be  f he  most  dangerously  ilL 
We  united  with  him  in  opinion,  in  pronouncing  three  of  those, 
viz.  Miss  Ann  Taylor,  Captain  James  Baynon,  and  Mr  Voorhecs, 
to  be  decided  cases  ofyellamftoer.  The  diseases  of  the  two  others, 
Mr  Semple  and  Mr  Kane,  were  readily  distinguished  as  therovi* 
num  bilious  remittent  (fatUumn.  The  alarming  situation  of  Miss 
Taylor  particularly  arrested  our  attention,  although  this  was  the 
second  dav  of  her  illness ;  her  symptoms  (so  peculiar  are  the 
features  of  this  disease)  were  of  a  character,  that  declared  her  to 
be  ID  the  most  imminent  danger ;  and  with  all  the  kind  assistance 
she  receives  from  her  amiable  sisters,  and  the  skill  of  an  attentive 
physician,  we  have  too  much  reason  to  fear  that  she  must  soon 
oe  numbered  among  the  victims  of  tliis  deadly  disease.  Miss 
Taylor  resides  some  distance  from  the  source  of  infection,  but* 
on  inquiry,  we  found  that  she  bad  been  unfortunately  in  the 
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neighbourhood  of  the  Tessels,  \ify  freqi|entlj  visiting  a  fiiepd  in 
the  bpHse  adjoining  to  that  in  which  Mrs  Cfoweif  lay  \]l  and 
died,  and  that  too  at  the  very  time  of  Mrs  CroweD^s  ilhiess.  Vi[e 
learned  also,  that  the  other  persons  taken  ill,  had  been  ^cpose^ 
cither  directly  by  being  on  board  the  yessels,  or  by  visitiiigtifose 
who  were  ill  of  the  disc/ise.  Many  pther  persons,  Dr  MoniUDg 
^iforms  u«,  hod  been  just  seized  with  fever,  but  so  feceptly,  that 
lie  would  not  yet  undertake  to  pronounce  on  the  char^ter  pf  the 
disease.  Our  attention  was  also  directed  to  the  vessels  supposed 
to  have  introduced  the  f^pver.  For  this  purpose,  we  appbed  to 
the  collector  of  the  port,  who  furnished  us  with  the  following 
fiet£. — That  twelve  vessels  had  arrived  at  that  port  from  the 
liVest  Indies,  since  t!ie  1st  day  of  June.  That  ipany  others  ba4 
arrived  from  IreUnd,  full  .of  passengers,  in  a  most  filthy  condi- 
tion, but  remarkably  1iea)thy«  He  then  informed  us,  that  the 
Inrig  OccBHy  the  vessel  at  first  suspected,  arrived  at  the  ^fuf  on 
the  \i3sk  September,  fi*om  Bartholomews;  that  she  was  )aden  with 
)rum,  sugar,  molasses  and  coffee;  th^t  four  or  five  days  after  her 
arriva}  sne  begaq  to  discharge  her  c^go.  The  mast^,  Captain 
•SuttoO)  being  ip  New- York,  we  had  no  opportunity  of  obtain- 
ing ti^y  iiifor^nation  from  him.  The  Collector  stated,  t^  Mr 
Eearoey,  as  the  consignee,  was  frequjently  in  the  liol^  of  xljie  ves- 
sel Captain  Little,  a  passenger  in  the  Oce^n,  informed  as,  that 
Ber  criew  had  been  healthy,  bnt  admitted  that  her  bi^e  water  was 
in  a  very  ofleiysive  st^te,  apd  that,  in  this  respect,  she  was  a  fikhy 
vessel,  but  not  more  so  than  West  India  traders  in  generaL  Mir 
JVrr^in  MXt  stated,  that  the  ship  Favourile,  James  Smart  mas^y 
Jibe  other  suspected  vessel,  arrived  from  the  Uavonna,  and  came 
to  the  dock  on  th^  30th  August,  and  was  also  consigned  to  the 
late  Mr  Kear^iey,  apd  that  she,  with  the  other  vess^,  ^as  r^ 
ioEioved  to  the  stream  on  Sunday  iasti  he  added,  that  Mr  Kearney^ 
the  consignee,  aud  the  two  Mr  Comptons,  had  been  also  frequent- 
ly on  board  of  this  vessel.  Captain  Stuart  being  in  ^n^hoy,  we 
iavailed  ours.elves  of  the  opportunity  of  conversing  yr^  him^  re- 
stive to  the  state  of  his  vessel.  He^  with  great  frankness,  gave 
jDs  every  information  we  requested,  tte  staged,  that  he  first  went 
^^orth  Carolina,  from  Perth- Amboy;  that  he  next  proceeded  Cq 
Falmoutli,  { Jamaica)}  and  from  thence  to  the  Havaiina,  and  that 
jbe  had  brought  the  cre.^^  all  back  with  him  in  a  state  of  health  f 
jthat  they  had  all  been  several  voyages  to  theHavanna,  some  three, 
jfbur,  and  five  voyaojes,  and  were  all  well  seasoned  to  the  West 
^ndia  climate:  he  also  acknowledged  that  if  was  very  sickli^  at  the 
Mavaivna  *aJien  he  ivas  theie.  Upon  questioning  him  relative  to 
ills  vessel,  he  also  very  candidly  stated,  that  his  ballast  ha^  not 
^eu  shiiLod  from  the  time  he  left  Amboy  to  this  day.    Si^ch  are 
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are  the  facts  we  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  on  tfaU  subjecty  and 
which  we  beg  leave  to  present  to  the  Board  without  defay-  Am 
it  has  been  made  our  duty  to  express  an  opinion  of  the  na- 
ture and  ori^n  of  the  disease  itt  question^  we  fed  no  hesitation 
in  sayini^  jfm,  that  the  disease,  in  our  opinion,  is  that  common- 
ly known  and  described  as  the  Yellow  Fever  i  and  secondly,  thjd 
%^cte  be^  sk^ifiifitctorfly  traced  to  one  of  the  two  last  mentionei 
T^ftsdi^  ^ai^ivtn^  Aoto^d  West  Indies,  and  thsit  k  has  most  pro- 
hulbhf  been  Aerired  frdmth^  ship  Favokritey  Jrem  the  Uavatma^ 
whidi  Js  by  ajl  ackn9w]ed|red  to  have  been  a  sickly  port  at  the 
fime  ^  her  saiiinc.  Nor  So  we  conceive  it  to  be  an  db|ection  ta 
the  cwrectness  of  this  opfnlon,  that  the  crew  remaned  liealtUy 
dirougfaout  the  voyage,  as  it  is  also  stated,  that  by  the  several 
VoyaMs  th^  likfd  made  to  the  Havanha,  they  had  become  sea- 
kditfed  tb'that  cKtnate.  It  win  be  readily  recollected  liy  the  DoarS, 
ihat  k  siftiikr  instsftrcfe  odcurfed  \h  July  1309,  at  which  titeetiM 
fi^reons  frohi  ^is  city,  irdrk^d  on  b^iard  the  brig  Maiy,  a  ii^^sd 
ftfkn  ^  ff avanna,  theh  ^d^tkltted  at  khe  Quarantine  Gronnd* 
&nd  WeiHe  ^ized  Witli  the  yeHbw  i^er,  of  which  th^y  died  in  thii 
<iity,  Ifldibogh  -the  'crew  of  -the  same  vessel  had  been  in  perfect 
health  during  die  whple  pf  her  voyage. 

Vlh  caniidt  conclude 'flris'cdinmunication  without  rcmarkhig^ 
thitt  Mr  Pcrrein,  thfe  collector  at  Aihboy,  'fend  Dr  Manning^^a 
phyiiicilm'Of  the  stffnecity,  arc  entitled  to  our  adknoiwled|^eota 
for  the  Verv  ii^resefved  and  Candid  mfariileir  v^^ith  which  they 
toiftmunicated  to  lis  the  tnfotmktion  <hey  possessed  relative  S^ 
'Use  stibj^  of  otir  inquiries. 

We  are,  gentletriep,  very  respectfully, 
Yoiir  hiiitible  servants, 

David  Hosack, 
Ne^YMcj  Sepieinber  18,  1811.  Jos,  Ba^xct, 

John  H.  DdudASs, 
To  ike  Presideht  hnii  Members  bf 

the  "Bmrd  of  Health. 

"Eiitracted  frdm'the  Minutes,— J.  Moirro^,  Sbcretary;. 

The  Board  of  Hc^alth  of  Philadelphia  have  ig«ued  a  proclama^ 
titfti,'pr6hibiting  fell  iiltercourse  and  commilhfeation  between  tbfe 
citv  of  Anlboy,  and  the  city  and  c6unt;r  6(  Philadelphia,  on  ac^ 
couht  of  a  pestilential  disease  prevailingin  the  former  city.  Pbiv 
iotis,  aftcr'ieavlng  Ambdy,  tnuSt  perform  14  days  quarantine  l>^ 
fore  they'c^n'be  admitted  mto  Philadelphia. 
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X. 

Some  Remarks  on  (he  Fevers  of  Sicily;  wilJi  an  accouni  (f  ike 
•    Atdttmnal^  of  Bilious  RemitterU  Fever  of  thai  Island^  as  it  ap- 
pears among  the  British  troops.    By  Alexander  Botle,  A.  M. 
Surgeon  to  the  62d  Regiment  of  Foot.—- Commimieated  by 
N.  Bruce,  Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Forces; 

nniiE  &brile  diseases,  which  iKually  prevail  among  the  British 
-*•  troops  in  the  inland  of  Sicily,  are  not  of  great  variety;  and 
those  which  demand  most  attention,  and  which  most  frequently 
occur,  are  the  invariable  attendants  of  summer,  or  of  the  early 
part  of  autumn  ;  while  those  to  which  the  soldier  is  exposed  at 
other  reasons,  differ  not,  in  any  important  or  essential  symptom, 
from  the  same  diseases,  as  they  commonly  appear  in  more  tem- 
perate and  northern  latitudes. 

In  all  climates,  indeed,  diseases  of  this  dass  have  certain  symp- 
toms in  common,  which  constitute  their  permanent  character, 
and  establish  a  certain  afBiiity  among  the  whole*  In  those  of 
Sicily,  this  affinity  l)ecome8  still  closer,  inasmuch  as  they  ali  mi^ 
be  ranktd  among  the  diseases  of  increased  excitement.  Local 
inflammation  seerai  to  be  always  present;  and  is,  in  general,  suf- 
ficicndv  manifested  by  the  appearance  of  some  external  affection, 
or  the  lesion  of  some  important  function. 

In  oi:^ans,  however,  wliich  display  a  wide  sympathy  with 
other  ports  of  ihe  system  ;  whose  functions  are  various^  or  ia- 
tiniatcly  connected  with  the  phenomena  of  fife ;  it  becomes  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  analyze  (if  I  may  use  that  expression)  the 
'  changes  and  appearances  frequently  produced  by  local  inflam- 
mation of  those  parts;  and,  except  such  symptoms  as  are  com- 
mon to  the  whole  of  the  Pyi^exice^  it  often  happens,  that  no  pecu- 
liar or  distinctive  sign  is  to  be  observed.  Such,  indeed,  k  the 
mutual  relation  and  dependence  established  between  certain 
organs,  that,  when  invaded  by  inflammation,  tlie  generic  charac- 
ters of  the  disease,  or  those  depending  on  the  lesion  of  the  na- 
tural function  of  the  part,  necessarily  become  obscure,  and  are 
only  to  b^  detected  by  the  careful  and  diligent  observation  of 
facts.  The  assistance  afforded  by  anatomy,  therefore,  is  not  to 
be  neglect«|.  It  opens  the  most  authentic  sources  of  informa- 
tion, and  displays  a  wide  view  of  the  causes  of  diseases  pro- 
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ceeding  from  disordered  stmcture,  or  peculiar  arrangement  of 
parts,  and  thereby  enables  us^  to  arrive  at  the  explanation  of 
some  of  thdr  most  important  phenomena.  Tlie  road  to  truths 
however,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  irtricate  i  and  it  is  only 
by  slow  and  difficult  steps  th^t  we  can  arrive  at  general  conclur 
sions.     •*  Medicinam  cito  discere,  non  <*st  pr?s%!b!lc,  propterea 

Juod  impofisibile  est  statam,  et  rertam  doctrinani  in  ipsa  fieri.  ^ 
/jot.  de  locis  in  homine.  In  a  great  number  of  cases,  however, 
SDoi  as  acute  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  as  also  in  m&r»y  of  the 
profluria,  which  are  closely  allicil  to  inPiammatior,  *  the  seat  of 
the  disease  is  made  sufficiently  apparent,  by  certain  obvious  and 
unequiyocal  symptoms,  depeudiiitf  on  the  peculiar  strucrure  and 
office  of  the  organ  concerned,  which  constitute  their  diittinctive 
and  Mnaric  signs. 

It  IS  universally  allowed,  that  the  more  general  symptums  of 
pyrexiae,  or  those  in  which  they  aU  agree,  are  permanently  uni- 
Ibrm;  and  their  similitude,  in  this  respect,  it  is  presumed,  may 
depend  on  the  similarity  of  their  proximate  caui^e•  In  the  above 
examples,  this  is  easy  of  detection  ;  and,  in  the  febrile  duease^ 
of  this  country,  it  will  be  found  to  consist  in  an  increased  vas- 
cular action,  or  determination  to  some  particular  part,  produc- 
ed by  the  application  of  specific  causes,  aided  by  certain  cir* 
cumstances  of  constitution  or  mode  of  life,  Meeting  die  general 
habit. 

In  a  former  communication,  f  concerning  the  febrile  aifectioft 
which  prevails  during  the  torrid  months  of  summer,  those 
causes  were  pardy  explained,  the  chief  of  which  is  found  to  be 
the  direct  action  of  a  powerful  and  vertical  sun.  That  other 
causes  may  also  contribute  to  produce  this  disease,  il  is  not  my 
inteation  to  deny ;  as,  like  all  inflaiumatory  diseases,  a  predis- 
position will  no  doubt  be  formed  by  whatever  tends  to  produce 
a  plethoric  state  of  the  vascular  system,  whether  referable  tQ 
diet,  exercise,  or  the  suppression  of  the  natural  or  accustomed 
evacuations  and  secretions.  These,  however,  ^re  to  be  regarded 
solely,  as  occasional  causes^  which  equally  favour  the  operation 
of  a  variety  of  other  powers  directli^  applied,  which  are  distin- 
guished by  the  appelbtion  of  exciting  causes,  and  whose  mode 
of  application  and  action,  as  in  the  present  instance,  determines 
the  seat  of  the  disease. 

It  may  in  this  place  be  observed,  that,  during  the  \v;r>rcr  also, 
fevers  occur  in  which  the  head  is  sometimes  affected  \  but,  in 
such  cases  it  is  seldom  a  primary  disease,  this  ailection  only 

•  Cullen'ft  Synopab-^Order  Projluvia. 
f  EdiD.  Mid.  JouTKid  Tor  October  1810. 
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.  ^pervenihg  in  consequence  of  metastasis,  and  appearing  as  a 
svmptom  attending  violent  attacks  of  other  diseases  caiued  by 
checked  perspiration  and  vicissitudes  of  temperatare  $  as  pneu- 
monia, catarrh,  acute  rheumatism,  and  the  like.  In  a  cer<- 
lain  epidemic  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  mentioned  by  Mor- 
gagni,  its  appearance  was  very  common ;  and  more  recovered 
m  whom  this  symptom  was  observed. — Morgagnit  Epist  7. 
Art.  12. 

To  the  disease  of  summer,  I  assigned  the  title  of  Cephalitis. 
To  ascertain,  however,  by  any  train  of  symptoms,  what  particu- 
lar part  of  the  encephalon  is  more  especially  afibcted^  It  must  be 
Tcadily  allowed,  implies  a  degree  of  discrimination,  at  least,  not 
^^iiy  to  be  attainecf ;  and  it  is  even  doubted  by  some,  whether 
the  road  to  this  discovery  could  be  much  &cilitated  by  dissec- 
tion. • 

It  is  supposed  by  G«len,  that  the  pulse  afibrds  some  informa- 
tion on  this  subject ;  and  that  when  the  cerebellum  is  a£Rscted^ 
it  becomes  weak,  undulating  and  tremuioas.  This  is  undoubt- 
edly an  alarming  symptom,  and  invariably  indicates  extensive 
derangement  of  the  structure  of  the  brain.  Such,  however,  is 
the  connexion  throughout  the  system  of  vessels  distributed  on 
:tfais  organ,  that,  in  whatever  part  the  inflammation  does  b^gin, 
it  will,  no  doubt,  speedily  affect  the  energy  of  the  whole. 

It  is  nevertheless  certain,  that  the  efi*ect8  of  simple  inflamma- 
tion are  very  difierent  from  those  of  mere  compression,  wheth^ 
It  proceed  n'om  effusion,  or  from  vascular  congestion ;  and  it 
is  ef]ua]Iy  triie,  that  the  symptoms  of  both  may  be  combined  in 
various  stages  and  degrees.  The  appearance  of  serum  or  coa- 
gulable  lymph  is  very  common,  even  when  no  redness  or  turges- 
eence  of  the  vessels  remains  i  and  which,  though  (as  is  supposed 
by  Morgagni)  it  had  previously  existed,  disappears  on  a  copious 
effusion  taxing  place  f  at  which  period,  the  symptoms  assume  a 
different  complexiou,  constituting  whet  I  have  called  the  second 
atage.  It  may,  perhaps,  therefore  be  admitted,  that  the  great 
tendency  to  early  effusion  in  this  disease,  is  the  cause  dP  furious 
or  phrenitic  deKriam  being  so  rarely  met  with. 

The  absence,  therefore,  of  furious  delirium  (I  mi^aay^  almost 
In  every  care,*  the  exceptions  being  so  very  few)^  and  the  great 
tendency  to  drowsiness  and  coma,  even  in  the  earliest  stages  of 
disease,  establish  some  difierence  between  it  and  what  is  nosolo- 
gical!^ termed  PhrenUis.  It  is  therefore,  perhapa,  with  some 
^opriety,  that  another  species,  characterizea  by  such  symptoms^ 
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has  received  a  pkoe  in  some  systomfty  under  the  tUl^  of  Ctphalt' 

In  my  paper,  which  appeared  in  the  Sdinburgh  Medical  Jour* 
nal  fpr  October  ItilO,  I  Adppted  this  term ;  not  so  much,  how- 
•ver»  with  a  view  to  nice  distinction »  or  a  display  of  nosological 
iKCuracy,  as  with,  the  design  of  fixing  the  attention  on  the  con- 
apicuoiis  features  and  seat  i>f  the  disease^  expecting  thereby  tf^ 
obviate  more  readily  some  errors  in  practice,  which  I  conceive4 
had  ariaen  from,  its  having,  formerlv  been  universally  considered 
a  simple  idiopathic  fever — and  as,  ror  the  reason  above  assignedf 
the  term  phrenitis,  though  of  the  same  family,  did  not  appear 
altogether  so  appropriate,  or  to  combine  so  many  of  the  circum^ 
stances  attendant  on  this  complaint. 

On  this  part  of  the  subject  I  shall  not  now  detain  yon  long^ 
as  I  shall,  perhaps  Resume  it  at  a  more  convenient  opportunity* 
I  shall  therefore  only  briedy  mention,  with  respect  to  the  me- 
thod, of  cure,  tha^  I  have  recently  learned  that  blood-letting  had 
occosionafly  been  practised  in  certain  fevers  of  this  country,  at  a 
period  somewhat  anterior  to  that  at  which  I  had  fixed  its  introf 
ductfon.  The  pracrict,  however,  of  copious  blood-letting,  has  not 
bee^  long  gcr^eral  among  medical  men  in  this  army ;  and  I  pre« 
sume,  it  can  only  be  dated  iVom  the  time  that  the  appearancea 
on  dissection  of  two  patients,  who  died  in  Melazzo,  ia  July  1809^ 
(as  reiated  in  my  fbripcr  paper),  served  to  estaUfsh  a  more  ra- 
tional pathology  of  the  disease.  Previously  to  this,  it  is  appre^* 
liendcd  no  frxe^  principles  were  known,  to  guide  or  direct  its 
nse ;  and  we  may  thus,  perhaps,  account  for  the  fa*actice  having 
been,  for  the  most  part,  feeble  and  undecided.  Though  it  mijoht^ 
for  a  moment,  retard  the  progress  of  the  disease,  it  was  seldom 
sufScient  to  subdue  it« 

The  symptoms' of  the  second  stage,  in  the  mean  time,  b^an 
to  make  their  appearance,  and  seemed  to  direct  an  opposite  mode 
of  treatment ;  and  the  resuh  was  generally  fiital.  Those  sym^ 
ptoms  which  had  formerly  been  attributed  to  debility,  were  now 
traced  to  their  true  origin  $  and  the  plan  of  giving  bark  and 
wine,  when  this  stage  approadied,  was  universally  abandoned,  as 
soon  as  the  testimony  ot  indisputable  facts  superseded  £iliacioua 
hypothesis  and  conjecture. 

The  vicissitude  of  seasons,  and  the  various  modifications  of 
atmospheric  constitution,  powerfully  influence  the  character  of 
diseases,  and  the  appearance  of  certain  epidemics,  in  this  cKmatej 
Accurate  meteorological  observations,  therefore,  as  well  as  the 
investigation  of  those  circumstances  which  properly  constitute 
medical  topography,  present  an  interesting  field  of  inquiry,  and 
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tiot  onTy  facilitate  the  investigation  of  the  cause  of  diseases,  but 
form  a  branch  of  knowledge  essentially  connected  with  their  pre^ 
vention  and  method  of  cure. 

In  remoter  ages,  this  subject  received  particnhr  attention;  and 
almost  every  page  of  the  writings  of  Hippocrates  inculcates  the 
utility  of  this  study, — which  was  considered,  by  that  great  man, 
not  less  essential  to  the  physician,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pre- 
diet  approaching  changes,  and  guard  against  their  effects,  than 
it  was  aeemed  necessary  by  the  Mantnan  poet,  for  the  husband- 
man and  mariner. 

«  Ilinc  temp«states  dubio  prsdi^cere  cmSo 
PofisumuB;  hinc  messisque  diem  tempusque  areiidCr 
£t  quando  infidum  remii  impeU«K  nwrmor, 
Conveoiat,  qumndo  armstas  Mducera  ^laHia 
Aut  tempestivam  silvis  erertert  pinuan* 
Nee  frustra  signorum  obitus  speeulamur,  ct  orCu^ 
Temporibu»qtte  parem  dhenai  quatoov  annum.  '* 

.  As  far  as  regards  the  great  revolntions  of  the  year,  and  the 
periodiea)  return  of  the  seasons,  a  ^eat  uniformity  obtains ;  and 
the  observations  of  one  year  on  this  head,  with  but  little  varia- 
tion, apply  almost  to  every  other. 

.  On  this  depends  the  great  uniformity  of  the  diseases  which 
usher  ui  the  different  seasons.  Those  seasons,  however,  differ 
materially  from  each  other  $  and  a  difference  not  less  ranarkablr, 
and  important  in  practice,  characterizes  the  diseaaes  by  which 
(hey  are  invariably  attended,  and  which,  agreeably  to  those 
changes,  undergo  certain  alterations  of  ^pe,  as  well  as  of  other 
important  symptoms. 

The  occurrence  of  the  dry  and  rainy  seasons  may  alwajrs,  in« 
deed,  be  expected  with  tolerable  certainty,  at  the  regular  and  ac- 
customed periodsar  The  diurnal  vicissitudes,  however,  are  very 
frequent  $  and,  until  the  hot  season  has  fairly  sec  in^  sudden 
changes  of  temperature  are  very  common. 

From  the  beginning  of  June;  may  be  dated  the  commence- 
ment of  the  hot  season ;  from  which  time,  until-  the  beginning  of 
-September,  the  temperature  continues  pretty  steadily  about  the 
same  standard,  and,  as  observed  in  the  shade  at  noon,  usuaJty 
ranffes  between  S^^  and  86^  of  Fahrenheit's  scale.  During  ibis 
period,  east  or  westerly  winds  for  the  most  part  prevail ;  rain 
seldom  falls;  and  it  frequently  happens  that  the  months  of 
June,  July,  and  August  pass  away^  even  without  a  single  shower. 
Of  these,  July  is  the  hottest  month,  and  the  thermometer  some- 
times reaches  the  89th  degree ;  while  the  suffocating  sirocco 
winds  commonly  continue  until  noon  $  after  .which  hour  a  vest^ 
criy  breeze  generally  springs  up. 


Abovt  tii»ktter  end  of  May,  inflammatoTy  affections  of  the 
head  begin  to  make  their  appearance;  but  they,  as  yet,  are  gene* 
rally  sli^t*  In  the  month  of  June,  however,  and  as  the  heat  of 
the  season  advances,  they  become  more  frequent  in  their  appear- 
ance,  as  well  as  more  violent  in  all  their  symptoms. 

About  the  beginning  of  September,  the  weather  undergoes  a 
very  remarkable  change^  which  is  more  particolarly  to  be  attend- 
ed to,  on  account  of  the  important  influence  it  exerts  as  A 
cause  of  the  disease  which  now  succeeds.  Together  with  a 
diminution  of  temperature,  rains  begin  to  faD,  accompanied 
with  thunder  and  high  winds.  About  this  time,  the  thermome^ 
ter  faOs  to  76%  indicatinga  diminution  of  temperature,  not  lesa 
than  10  or  12  degrees,  xhis  change  is  sudden,  and  produces  it 
very  conspicuous  effect  on  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  disease* 

The  fevers  still  are  of  the  inflammatory  kind ;  but  the  afiec^ 
tion  of  the  head  no  longer  forms  so  conspicuous  a  symptom  t 
instead  of  which,  they  now  manifest  themselves  under  the  form 
of  ^legmasise  a£bcting  other  parts. 

The  showers  however  are  but  transient  $  the  mercury  in  the 
thermometer  again  rises,  but  does  not  again  attain  so  great  a 
height ;  and  the  weather  becomes  dry  and  settled,  until  about 
the  end  of  October,  when  heavy  rains  set  in,  accompanied  with 
a  considerable  and  permanent  diminution  of  temperature,  which 
pots  a  period  to  tne  violence  and  frequent  occurrence  of  the 
q)tdemic. 

During  the  winter  and  spring,  pneumonia  and  acute  rhentna«» 
tism  are  the  prevailing  complaints;  but  those  which  prove 
most  tedious  and  fatal,  are  obstinate  dysenteries  and  intermit^ 
tents, — the  common  sequel  of  violent  attacks  of  the  autumnal 
fever,  and  dq>endent  on  chronic  affections  of  the  abdominal  vis- 
cera. 

Owing  no  doubt  to  the  temperate  and  abstemious  mode  of 
living  peculiar  to  the  native  inhabitants  of  these  climates,  as  well 
as  to  constitution,  and  habits  formed  in  infancy,  those  changes 
are  not  observed  to  operate  so  powerfully  on  them,  as  on  the 
natives  of  more  northern  and  frigid  latitudes ;  and  they  are,  aC 
all  seasons  of  the  year,  exempt  from  those  violent  attacks  of  in- 
flammatory diseases  to  which  the  British  soldier  is  more  particu*' 
larly  subject 

The  Sicilian  peasantry  are  indeed  uncommonly  healthy  and 
robust  ;  and  some  of  the  more  elevated,  and  ihountainous  situa- 
tions, fomish  many  instances  of  athletic  constitutions,  and  re-^ 
tnarkable  longevity.  But  wherever  opulence  and  luxury  have 
been  introduced,  or  where  these  efiSects  are  not  controlled  by 
sslutary  laws^  they  soon  become  visible,  not  only  in  the  moral 
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character,  but  ultimately  tend  to  the  degeneracr  of  the  species 
Whether,  indeed,  it  may  be  owing  to  the  same  geiieral  principle, 
which  invariably  is  found  to  stamp  the  peculiar  turn  of  miiia  of 
the  inhabitants  of  alpine  regions,  I  shall  not  take  it  upon  me 
positively  to  determine  ;  certain  however  it  is,  that  anidng  the 
Sicilian  peasantry,  there  still  doed  exist  a  freedom  of  manner 
and  sentiment  meriting  some  attention  $  and  the  idea  of  degentv 
racy,  which  we^  are  accustomed  so  readilv  to  associate  witn  the 
name  of  the  Italian,  is  to  them  inapplicable.  "  Ubi  «iim  regio 
est  nuda,  natiira  munita  et  aspera,  qiitcque  et  a  frigore  hyberno 
prematur,  et  a  sole  testivo  exuratur,  ibi  duros  et  robustos  et 
articulis  probe  disjunctis,  verrctosque  et  birsutos  re{ierias  homines, 
ct  in  quibus  a  natura  laboris  tolerantia!  et  vigilantia  insit ;  qui- 
(|ue  mores  habeant  pertinaces,  ad  iram  pfocnve^  et  contumaces, 
magisque  feritate  participantes  quam  mah^uetuditie;  insuper  ad 
artes  etiam  acutiores  et  plus  solertes^  et  ad  res  beKicas  gerendas 
aptiores.  '*  * 

But  to  return  from  this  digression :  On  the  approach  of  au- 
'  tumn,  tJie  character  of  the  fever,  as  has  been  already  said,  under* 
goes  a  considerable  change ;  and  though  tliis  is  cfij^cted  by  ap- 
parently slow  gradations,  one  epidemic  passing,  as  it  were,  im- 
perceptibly into  another,  they  not  only  differ  essentially  as  to 
their  exciting  causes,  hut  also  in  their  orifjin,  and  seat ;  the  fe- 
brile disease  of  summer  arising  from  aflections  6f  the  cticepha^ 
Ion,  depending  on  inflammation  and  its  consequences;  while 
those  of  autumn  arc  more  particularly  dependent  on  inflatnmatbrj 
affections  of  the  stomach,  and  other  abdominal  viscera. 

Those  who  are  attacked  at  the  bcginnihg  of  the  seasorJ,  still 
invariably  complain  of  violent  headach,  languor,  and  severe  paiil 
in  the  loms,  with  nausea,  and  uneasiness  in  the  epigastrium. — 
•These  symptoms  are  ushered  in  by  irregular  rigors  and  lasaitmlc, 
and  are  not  unfrequently  accompanied  oy  profuse  sweating  over 
the  upper  part  of  the  body.  From  the  beginning,  there  is  al- 
ways a  slignt  congh  ;  but  it  is  seldom  such  as  to  give  much  unea- 
siness to  the  patient,  or  even  to  be  readily  attended  to  by  others. 
The  region  of  the  stomach  is  sometimes  tense  and  painful  on 
pressure,  and  they  complain  of  a  sense  of  weight  and  fulness. 
Vomiting  does  not  always  appear  on  the  first  accession  of  the 
disease,  but  invariably  comes  on  before  the  end  of  the  second 
day,  and  vast  quantities  of  dark  coloured  bilious  matter  are 
Ihrown  up. 

The  state  of  the  bowels  is  various.     For  the  most  part  thcr«: 
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•re  ^loqaent^  iratory^  dark- coloured  bilious  d^eedops;  in  tb^ 
sevefet  eases  mixed  with  flakes,  resembling  coagulable  lymphs 
and  jfenecallj  tinged  with  blood.  At  other  times»  we  meet  with 
ohstiiiate  cosdveoess  from  the  commencement,  in  which  case  the 
mnptofos  always  ameliorate  as  soon  as  we  are  able  to  procure  a 
free  disdbarge  of  the  dviue  matter.  The  tongue  is  always  moist^ 
and  is  often  covert  with  yellowish  mucus.    The  thirst  is  ex- 

During  the  early  part  of  the  disease,  the  general  febrile  symp- 
toms are  such  as  denote  increased  TascuUr  action;  the  pulse 
though  soft,  is  always  full,  and  usually  exceeds  100  8ti*okes  in  a 
minute,  llie  countenance  is  fiill  and  fiorid ;  the  eyes  are  lucid, 
and  the  vessels  of  the  conjunctiTe  coat  are  commonly  injected 
with  blood.  These  symptoms  form  the  first  series,  and  seldom 
continue  beyond  the  third  day. 

As  they  abate  or  Bisappear,  the  patient  shows  extreme  anxiety 
and  restlessness,  writhing  with  inexpressible  agony,  and  chang« 
ing  bis  posture  a  thousami  times,  without  Ending  case  or  repose. 
Every  thing  received  into  the  stomach  is  instanUy  rejected;  the 
toQgue  becomes  cover<^  with  dark,  inky,  or  yellow-coloured  mat- 
ter, and  the  tliirst  unextinguishable. 

About  this  time  the  countenance  undergoes  a  remarkable  al- 
teration, bespeaking  the  sufferings  of  the  padent  The  eyes  lose 
their  lustre,  and,  about  tlie  fifth  or  sixtli  day  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fever,  the  albuginea,  and  whole  surface  of  the  body, 
assume  a  dull  yellow  dnge.  The  pulse  increases  in  frequency, 
and,  in  three  or  four  cases,  I  have  been  able  to  count  HO  strokes 
in  a  minute.  It  is  very  hard,  and  somedmes  even  condnues  full 
and  sofi,  dll  within  a  few  hours  of  the  fiital  termination  of  the 
disease. 

The  surface  of  the  body  always,  at  die  beginning,  exceeds  the 
natural  temperature,  communicating  to  the  hand  an  acrid  pun- 
gent sensadon ;  but  about  this  period  it  sinks  to  the  ordinary 
standard. 

Hsmorrbagy  sometimes  takes  place  from  the  nose,  and  it  ge- 
nerally denotes  a  favourable  change,  which,  however,  is  sdll  more 
certainly  to  be  expected  from  a  return  of  the  natural  comple- 
xion, and  whiteness  of  the  albuginea.  These  form  the  second 
scries  of  symptoms,  which  may  condnue  two  days  longer ;  and 
are  then  succeeded  by  a  state  of  quietude  and  great  prostradon 
of  strength. 

Deliriom  is  seldom  present ;  and  though,  during  this  stage, 
they  lie  apparently  asleep,  yet,  when  interrogated  as  to  tlieir 
feelings,  they  readily  answer;  they  tell  you  they  have  no  un- 
easinessy  and  appear  perfecdy  in  possession  of  dicir  intellectuaf 


189  MrBojleoniheFeversafSidfy.  Aprfl 

facultiesi  until  the  moment  of  their  death.  As  this  period  dra^ 
near)  the  breathing  always  becomes  very  laborious,  with  heav* 
ing  of  the  abdomen,  and  strong  action  of  the  pectoral  muscles, 
and  the  breath  is  forcibly  drawn  through  the  nostrils.  The  vo- 
miting sometimes  ceases  about  this  period  ;  and  it  occasionalij 
happens,  that  when  stools  are  procured  bpr  medicines,  they  have 
a  natural  appearance.  Flatulence  sometimes  appears  at  the  be- 
ginning, but  it  more  frequently  takes  place  at  tnis  period,  and 
18  accompanied  by  singultus — and,  after  this  last  symptom,  I 
never  saw  one  recover.  The  forehead  is  now  bedewed  with  cold 
cahnmy  sweats ;  the  countenance  assumes  a  deadly  paleness;  the 
extremities  become  cold^  the  pulse  sinks  j  and  they  expire  with 
composure.  The  course  of  the  disease  is  rapid;  and  it  generally 
terminates  beibre  the  ninth  day. 

Though  such  is  the  more  frequent  mode  of  attack)  it  some- 
times, however,  happens,  'that  its  approach  is  not  only  less  vio- 
lent, but  also  less  sudden.  In  this  ca9e  it  begins  with  loss  of  ap- 
petite, irr^^larify  of  the  bowels,  and  sense  of  weight  in  the 
region  of  the  loins,  with  heat  and  distensioii  about  the  praecordia. 
xhey  are  listless,  and  averse  to  every  exertion,  both  mental  and 
corporeal-  These  premonitory  symptoms  are  frequently  the  har- 
bingers of  the  most  serious  attacks.  They  are  attended  with 
languor,  anxiety,  and  great  prostration  of  strength.  Sometimes 
irregular  flushings  of  heat  succeed  j  but  neither  the  temperature 
of  tne  body,  nor  th^  state  of  the  pulse,  indicates  any  material 
deviation  from  a  state  of  perfect  health. 

In  this  variety,  the  djetermination  to  the  head  is  less  conspi- 
cuous; and  the  ieyes,  thoq^h  lucid  and  bright,  are  qeyer  suffused 
with  blood.  The  thirst  is  not  to  be  extinguished  ;  the  tongue 
is  moist,  and  of  a  pale  smooth  clayrcolour.  Tyhile  these  symp- 
toms continue,  there  never  is  much  expression  of  pain  or  uneasi- 
ness;  but  this  I  have  found  one  of  the  most  dangerous  symp- 
toms, and  which,  in  almost  every  case,  portends  a  iatal  event. 
Vomiting  sets  In  soon  t^fter,  with  niccup,  and  fruitless  efforts  at 
stool.  Hsemorrhagy  from  the  nose,  though  less  frequent  in  this 
form  of  the  fever,  nevertheless  sometimes  does  occur,  and  is  al- 
most always  accompanied  bv  petechia*,  or  large  irregular  livid 
blotches  on  the  arms  and  thichs ;  the  pulse  becomes  full  and 
bounding,  and  some  other  such  marks  of  general  haemorrhagic 
tendency  appear,  and  which  are  always  to  be  regarded  as  highly 
dangerous.  Other  eruptions,  however,  are  sometimes  discovered, 
which  afford  evident  relief  from  the  most  obstinate  vomitings  and 
bilious  diarrhoea.  They  are  generally  of  the  miliary  kind,  or 
resemble  urticaria,  and  are  to  be  regarded  as  favourable  omens. 

In  the  case  of  a  lad,  about  twenty  years  of  age,  who  was  at 
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Jeded  with  mAmt  •jniiptoiii%  with  m  fiiD  loft  puke,  beatmg  120 
in  the  minute,  attendea  with  iiMeM&nt  vomitino,  and  slimy  bili- 
oai  eracaations  by  stool,  great  anxiety  and  restfessness,  an*eni(v 
tioo  of  the  nature  of  urticaria,  in  blotches  about  the  sice  of  the 
haody  appeared  on  his  thighs  and  arms  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
disesse,  and  gradually  spread  over  his  whole  body.  Towards  the 
evening  of  ihe  same  day,  the  vomiting  ceased ;  a  copious  sweat 
broke  rorth,  and  the  pulse  fell  to  84.  On  the  following  morn- 
ing the  eruption  had  nearlv  disappeared,  and  the  surface  of  his 
l)ody  was  still  covered  with  gentle  moisture ;  he  had  five  liauid 
stools,  of  a  natural  colour,  ouring  the  night ;  the  vomitbg  nad 
not  returned,  and  the  anxiety  and  restlessness  had  entirely  ceased, 
lliis  case  occurred  about  the  latter  end  of  September,  and  ter- 
ininated  afterwards  in  tertian  intermittent,  which  was  finally 
cured  by  the  internal  use  of  mercury. 

It  is  not  always,  however,  that  the  disease  preserves  this  uni- 
form continued  course,  but  is  subject  to  diversky  of  form,  not 
less  firequenily  affecting  its  type,  than  its  manner  of  approach 
and  early  symptoms. 

When  the  epidemic  first  appears  in  the  early  part  of  autumn, 
the  iseneral  febrile  symptoms  preserve  the  most  continued  forn^ 
nearly  throughout  the  whole  proffress  of  the  disease,  and  only 
^how  some  tendency  to  remit,  after  ihe  violence  of  the  excite- 
ment has  been  subdued.  At  its  commencement,  therefore,  it 
bears  a  very  strong  analogy  to  the  bilious  remittent  fever  of  all 
warm  climates;  it  is  closely  allied  to  that  fever  which  annually 
visits  other  parts  along  the  shores  of  the  Mediterranean  sea;  and 
it  seems  to  oiffer  only  in  degree,  from  those  more  dreadful  epi- 
demics, whose  ravages,  at  diiTerent  times,  have  been  so  severely 
felt,  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  western  hemisphere. 

In  a  late  publicatton,  however,  on  the  diseases  of  Sicily,  and 
under  the  title  of  Autumnal  Fever,  the  history  of  a  disease  is 
given,  which,  in  some  essential  symptoms,  difl^s  considerably 
from  that  which  I  have  now  described.  To  this  circumstance, 
it,  in  this  place,  behoves  me  to  advert.  Had  the  author  surviv- 
ed, it  doubtless  wouid  not  have  escaped  bis  notice.  The  service 
was  prematurely  deprived  of  his  abilities ;  he  is  no  morct  and  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  explain  it.  I  respect  his  memory,  and  I  ad- 
mired his  talents. 

At  a  more  advanced  period  of  the  season,  tlie  fever  frequently 
assumes  the  intermittent  type,  and  becomes  continued  after  the 
second  or  third  revolution.  At  other  times,  it  occasionally  also, 
though  of  the  most  continued  form  during  the  first  and  second 
days»  and  attended  with  symptoms  of  considerable  excitement, 
readily  intermits  oa  tUe  abstraction  of  a  moderate  quantity  of 
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blood ;  still,  liowever,  disUtictly  tnnrked  byits  specific  tnd'peca- 
liar  signs,  depei^ding  on  local  or^nic  diiteftse. 

Those  varieties  are  most  freqnehtly  obserired  after  the  disease 
has  prevailed  some  time,  and  are 'materially' inikieiiced  by  the 
changes  which  then  take  place  in  the  sensibte  conditioii  of  the 
Htmosphere,  accompanying  the  regular  revolution  of  die  season^ 
and  are  such  as  regard*  either  its  temperoture  or  humidity. 

In  Sicily,  this  fever  usually  itiakes  its  appearance  aboot  the 
)Mime  time  that  cholera  morbus  and  Other  disorders  of  thebtlisrj 
organs  are  known  to  prevail,  and  both  diseases  Sieem  to  arise 
from  causes  nearly  of  a  similar  nature.  It  indeed  appears  to  be 
essentially  necessary  to  the  production  of  this  fever,  that  a  cm)- 
siderable  diminution  of  temperature,  necompanied  with  much 
humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  should  sucUUiiiy  succeed  to  the  long 
continued  heat  of  summer.  By  those  causes,  an  important  change 
is  efiected  in  the  balance  of  the  circulation,  cauKing  an  ontispai 
jc[etermination  to  the  abdominal  viscera,  and  productiig  eonf^ 
^n  and  inflammation  of  the  hepaUc  system,  m  various  degrees, 
followed  by  an  increased  and  vitiated  secretion  of  bile. 

It  is  therefore  on  this  change  first  taking  place,  that  the  fever 
is  most  severe,  as  well  as  most  fatal  in  its  tendency.  It  then  as- 
aumes  the  most  continued  form  ;  and  the  locltl  symptoms  are  at 
this  time  also  most  violent,  which  seems  to  be  owing  to  the  inten- 
Bity  and  sudden  application  of  the  cause ;  for,  nher  its  first  ef- 
fects have  passed,  and  the  body  has  for  some  time  been  habitu- 
ated to  an  atmosphere  of  a  much  lower  degree  of  temperature, 
the  cases  which  follow  a)re  of  a  less  formidable  nature. 

But  whatever  type  this  feirer  moy  assume,  or  how  complex  so- 
eVer  and  involved  its  revolutions  may  appear,  the  local  and  chfi- 
racteristic  symptoms  are  the  same,  and  differ  only  in  degree. 
This  variety  of  type  I  am  therefore  inclined  to  consider  rather 
as  accidental,  than  as  consttuting  any  essential  difference  in  the 
nature  of  the  disease,  which  I  conceive  to  be  radically  the  same, 
and  to  be  cured  on  the  same  -general  indications,  which  are  di- 
rected solely  to  the  relief  of  the  local  afl^tron,  and  not  to  be  re- 
gulated by  any  peculiarity  of  tjpe  the  fever  may  put  on. 

As  the  disej^se  always  arises  from  local  inflammation,  the  com- 
mon  circumstances  which  favcnir  the  production  of  all  diseases  of 
this  class,  are  those  which  also  tend  to  give  it  the  continued 
form  J  while  debilitating  powers,  within  a  certain  limit,  in  pro- 
portion as  they  subdue  the  activity  ot  the  local  inflammation, 
dispose  th»*  fever  to  remit,  and,  in  many  instance^,  even  prtxhice 
complete  fip>  rexia.  As  I  have  already  said,  this  i*;  often  eiF«!Ctcii 
by  copious  and  early  evacuation  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  sti- 
Inulating  medicines,*  or  a  few  doses  of  bark,  imprudently  admi- 


ttktered,  inereue  liie  Mfvmty  of  ail  the  symptoms,  aad  produoe 
a  continued  fever. 

Though  the  yoang,  plethoric,  and  robast^  are  moft  subject  to 
attacks  df  this  disease,  as  fiur  at  least  as  I  have  had  an  opporto* 
nity  of  obserrinj^,  persons  who  hove  but  newly  arrived  in  the  isl- 
and, aboot  the  tunc  it  begins  to  appear,  are  seldom  seized  *,  though 
th^y  are  invariably  most  liable  to  suffer  from  summer  fever,  while 
those  who  have  resided  in  the  island  during  the  precedinff  sum- 
mer, are  its  common  victims: — ^from  which  it  seems  highly  pro- 
bable, that,  during  the  hot  season,  the  rudiments  of  the  disease 
are  in  some  measure  formed,  and  are  called  into  action  on  the 
first  approach  of  autumn,  or  in  situations  where  the  Gommoa 
exoitmg  cause  of  this  disease  most  usually  prevails. 

About  the  time  this  fever  began  to  appear  in  the  $2d  regi- 
ment in  18 1 1,  a  detachment  of  eighty  recruits  arrived  from  Eng- 
land. They  were  young  and  vigorous ;  they  were  subjected  to 
the  same  mode  of  life,  and  lodged  in  the  same  buildings  with 
those  who  had  lived  some  years  in  this  ooontry ;  but  among 
them  not  a  single  case  of  this  fever  made  its  appearance,  and 
every  man  who  was  taken  ill,  had  at  least  been  twelve  months 
in  the  island.  From  the  time  the  fever  assumed  a  decided  cha- 
racter, which  was  about  the  1st  of  September  to  the  end  of  Oc- 
tober, dghty  patients  were  admitted  into  the  Regimental  Hos- 
pital, and  very  few  indeed  exceeded  28  years  of  aire.  Thirteen 
cases  terminated  fiitally.  It  is,  however,  to  be  observed,  that, 
among  these,  are  included  three  patients  who  died  after  the  third 
week  from  the  date  of  their  admission  into  hospital,  and  who 
w*ere  carried  off  by  a  dysentery,  supervening  after  the  fever  heA 
been  overcome. 

Though  bilious  remittent  tever  is  more  particularly  a  disease  of 
autaran,  it  is  not  only  more  predominant,  but  its  appearance  is 
also  more  early,  in  certain  situations,  whose  local  circumstances 
and  topographical  relations  subject  them  more  generally,  to  the 
influence  of  similar  changes  of  atmospheric  constitution. 

Thus,  all  situations  in  the  vicinity  of  the  coast,  particularly 
such  as  are  not  much  elevated  above  the  level  of  die  sea,  inde- 
pendent of  the  proximity  of  marshes  and  exposure  to  putrid  ef- 
fluvia, are  extremely  &vourable  to  the  production  of  this  disease. 
Few  situations  arc  more  unhealthy  than  low  grounds  bordering 
on  large J^iomoWy  where  they  terminate  in  the  sea;  the  waters 
of  numerous  springs,  descending  from  the  mountains,  filtrate 
through  the  loose  and  stony  soil,  till  they  reach  the  bed  of  the 
ocean.  In  such  places,  water  may  be  found  at  no  great  depth 
from  the  sorfiice,  by  which  the  surrounding  atmosphere,  if  not 
^nedy  exposed  to  strong  winds,  is  loaded  with  humidity ;  ai)d 
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diseases  of  the  alimenUry  canal,  arising  from  diecked  perspirft^ 
lion,  are  common.  The  disease  was  often  produced  among  the 
soldiers  by  severe  nightMluty ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  it  was 
traced  to  exposure  to  a  shower  of  rain*  Much  also  depends  on 
the  nature  of  the  prevailing  winds ;  for  those  plaoes  which  are 
exposed  to  winds,  which  blow  over  a  vast  tract  of  ocean,  are 
always  most  unhealthy  $  and  we  observe,  cateris  paribuSf  that 
the  more  etevated  the  situation,  or  the  more  remote  from  the 
aea,  the  more  healthy  is  it  found ;  as  the  vapour  with  which 
these  winds  are  saturated,  is  either  intercepted  by  intervening 
obstacles,  or  absorbed  on  its  passage  over  a  scorched  and  a- 
rid  soil.  It  has  been  remarked  by  Hippocrates,  that  westerly 
^inds  are  most  unhealthy;  <'  venli  enim  occidentales  similes 
autumno  sunt. " 

I  have  never  known  an  instance  of  its  being  propagated  hj 
contagion.  In  this  country  the  febrile  diseases  ot  this  class  are 
v&j  few,  acid,  as  far  as  my  observation  goes,  are  entirely  limit* 
(^  to  the  exanthemata. 

From  every  observation  I  have  been  able  to  maket>  ao^  from 
the  most  careful  attention  to  a  vast  number  of  cases  of  this  dis* 
ease,  which  have  come  under  my  care,  in  the  coucse  of  five  years 

Eractice  in  this  country,  as  a  regimental  surgeon,  I  must  ac- 
nowledge,  how  contrary  soever  it  may  be  to  generally  received 
opinions,  that  I  am  not  inclined  to  attribute  much  to  the  o- 
peration  of  what  we  commonly  understand  by  marsh  miasma ; 
and  I  have  not  been  able,  in  any  case  which  I  have  seen,  by 
(direct  or  irrefragable  proo&,  to  trace  the  origin  of  this  fever  to 
auch  a  cause.  Indeed,  were  the  putrid  effluvia  of  marshes  so 
powerful,  or  the  sole  agent  on  tliis  occasion,  we  should  expect 
that  the  intermittent  form  would  have  been  most  common  at  the 
time  this  cause  is  generally  supposed  to  be  most  predominant, 
namely,  during  the  tinie  that  rains  were  not  yet  exceedingly 
abundant ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  the  temperature  of  the  at* 
mosphere  suffered  only  one  transient  diminution,  i>eing  imme* 
diately  again  succeeded  by  intense  heat.  During  this  period, 
however,  the  disease  was  most  severe,  and  also  preserved  the 

'  most  continued  form ;  and  only  slight  and  pbscure  remissions 
were  observed  towards  its  termination ; — for  it  was  not  until 
the  weather  had  become  finally  setiled»  and  permanently  cold- 
er,  and  that  the  rains  had  totally  ceased  for  several  weeks,  that 
the  symptoms  became  milder,  and  tl)e  intermittent  form  more 
common. 

Many,  indeed^  who  have  escaped  from  the  more  violent  at- 
tacks of  the  disease,  relapse  in  the  month  of  December,  and  are 

•  (hen  seized  with  obstinate  intcrmittcnts.  Such  cases  are  jgenp" 
»«iu.  ncconjpauied  by  general  dropsv  or  fatal  dysenteries,  produc* 
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ed  by  cbronic  diseases  of  the  liver,  spleen,  or  other  abdominal 
fiscera. 

It  is  supposed,  therefore,  agreeably  to  the  foregoing  facts, 
supported  by  the  evidence  of  numerous  dissections,  that  certain 
diseases  of  uiose  viscera  are  to  be  regarded  rather  as  the  origin 
and  cause,  than  the  consequence  of  this  fever,  under  whatever 
variety  of  form  it  may  appear ;  and  it  is  not  imagined  that  the 
oilargement  of  those  viscera,  so  firequently  observed  in  sul^ecta 
who  have  suiTered  from  repeated  attacks  of  such  fevers,  afibrda 
any  ailment  against  the  general  doctrine  which  I  have  endea* 
voured  to  establish,  but  may,  perhaps,  be  more  rationally  account- 
ed for,  by  the  successive  repetition  of  some  power,  on  whose 
casual  application  the  chronic  diseases  of  those  parts  assume  a 
more  acute  form,  at  length  producing  total  ruin  of  their  struc* 
tore,  as  well  as  increase  of  size. 

Tlie  succession  and  order  of  the  symptoms,  marking  the  dif« 
ferent  stages  and  types  of  this  fever,  will  be  readily  explained  by 
the  appearances  on  dissection,  and  seem  to  depend  chiefly  on  tlie 
d^ee  of  inflammation,  and  the  sensibility  of  the  part  concerned* 
When  the  liver  is  very  violently  affected,  the  symptoms  some* 
times  even  resemble  those  of  hepatitis,  and  which  more  especial- 
ly appear  at  the  commencement  of  the  fever;  and  toflammatioa 
of  the  stomach  is  sufficiently  characterized  by  the  anxiety,  rest- 
lessness, vomiting,  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  imme* 
diately  follow. 

As  a  common  consequence  of  extensive  peritoneal  inflamma- 
tion, we  sometimes  find  a  quantity  of  serum  effused  into  the 
cavity  of  the  abdomen,  and  various  adhesions  formed  between 
its  parietes  and  the  contained  viscera ;  and  the  omentum  at  other 
times  so  much  wasted,  as  to  resemble  merely  a  tissue  of  red  vessels. 
The  liver  almost  always  exceeds  its  natural  size,  and  is  also  con- 
siderably altered  in  colour  and  texture*  It  is  always  softer  than 
natural ;  and  the  system  of  the  vena  ports  is  always  turgid  with 
blood.  The  peritoneal  covering  of  the  liver  is  often  thickened 
and  opaque,  and  is  sometimes  studded  with  white  spots,  or  with 
flakes  of  coagalable  lymph.  Sometimes  its  surface  is  irregular, 
and  small  indurated  portions  are  discovered  on  its  convexity, 
which,  when  cut  open,  are  found  to  proceed  from  obstruction  of 
some  ramification  of  its  excretory  ducts,  produced  by  inflammation 
of  its  coats,  and  favouring  the  accumulation  of  viscid  bile.  The 
coats  of  the  cyst  generally  partake  of  tlie  inflammation*  The  co- 
lour of  the  bile  it  contains  is  various;  and  it  is  sometimes  so  viscid 
and  thick,  that  it  can  scarcely  be  forced  out  by  strong  pressure. 

A  remarkable  alteration  also  takes  place  in  the  appearance  of 
the  spleen.    It  docs  not  fdways,  however,  exceed  the  n^tifrf^j 
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size ;  but  its  softness  is  often  suchi  diat  it  cim  only  be  oampwred 
to  a  mass  of  coa^ilaited  blood  ;  while,  at  other  times,  it  has  an 
unusual  degree  of  hardness,  witli  thickening  and  whiteness  of  its 
peritoneal  coat. 

The  stomach  is  as  frequently  found  contracted  and  empty,  or 
inflated  with  air,  or  distended  witli  variously  coloured  fluids,  and 
even  pnre  bile.  Sometimes  inflamed  spots  are  discovered  on  its 
peritoneal  coat;  but  the  internal  surface  is  the  most  frequent 
seat  of  disease.  The  texture  of  the  villous  coat  is  often  com- 
pletely destroyed ;  and  it  exhibits  an  uniform  red,  of  the  deepest 
iHie,  in  several  places  approaching  to  a  livid  colour,  and  is  co? 
vcred  with  coagulable  Ijrmph,  or  a  secretion  of  puriform  matter 
tinged  with  blood.  In  otlier  case.^  the  inflammation  is  more  li- 
mited, and  appears  in  rosy  patches  over  its  internal  surface,  or 
in  numerous  minute  red  specks. 

This  inflammation  is  never  of  the  phlegmonous  kind,  but, 
like  true  erythema,  successively  invades  one  part  after  another^ 
frequently  creeping  along  the  whole  course  of  the  alimentary 
canal,  attended  with  thickening  and  pulpiness  of  its  coats. 

The  brain  and  its  membranes  show  no  uncommon  appear- 
ances, or  marks  of  previous  inflammation. 

The  lungs  are  not  aflected;  but  I  have  often- found  a  large 
cniantity  of  serum,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  collected  in  thepericar- 
Gium,  while  the  heart  seemed  to  have  suflered  fix>m  innamma* 
tion ;  and,  in  two  or  three  cases,  I  observed  white  patches  of 
coagulable  lymph,  apparently  converted  into  firm  glistening 
membrane,  easily  separated  from  its  proper  coats,  on  different 
parts  of  its  external  surface. 

When  this  disease  appears  in  a  regiment,  the  utmost  vigilance 
is  required  on  the  part  of  the  military,  as  well  as  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  corps,  to  detect  it  in  its  early  stage;  for  I  know 
not  an  instance  in  wliich,  after  ^he  third  day,  the  best  durectcd 
medical  efibrts  were  at  all  suflicicnt  to  arxast  its  course.  I  can- 
not,  therefore,  in  this  place,  forbear  mentioning,  tliat  it  has  been 
my  good  fortune  to  be  sui^geon  to  a  corps,  at  all  times  command- 
ed by  an  officer,  from  whose  zeal  and  .humane  exertions  I  have 
ever  received  the  most  cordial  assistance,  whenever  it  had  the 
misfortune  to  be  visited  by  serious  or  epidemic  diseases. 

Such,  indeed,  is  the  rapid  progress  of  the  disease,  and  th^ 
great  delicacy  of  the  organ  principally  concerned,  that  our  mea- 
Mires  must  necessarily  be  prompt  and  vigorous;  and  under 
frhatever  varieties  it  may  appear,  with  rebpect  to  tvpe,  the  local 
symptoms  always  require  our  first  attention,  ana  indicate  tlie 
^lecebsity  of  copious  evacuation  of  blood.    If  the  fever  be  of  the 
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contihtied  fbttHi  ntider  flmch  treatment  it  vet^  often  becomes  in- 
termittent ;  and  when  of  this  latter  fi»mi>  we  thereby  prevent  itfc 
being  changed  into  a  more  dangerous  type,  in  the  oourse  of  ita 
proj^ress. 

From  the  use  of  thk  remedy,  we  are  iiot  always  to  be  deterred 
by  the  smallness  of  the  pulse ;  and  even  if  deliquinm  should 
come  oil  after  the  abstraction  of  a  few  ounces  of  b£)od,  the  ope^ 
ration  ipsf  ^  repeated  soon  afterwardsi  without  the  occurrenct 
of  the  like-accident* 

The  indiscriminate  use  of  the  term  debility^  derived  from  some 
of  tbe  more  general' phenomena  of  disea-se,  without  regard  to  its 
essence  or  cause,  has  led  into  egregious  error  in  the  treatment  of 
tliis  as  wril  as  of  some  other  cc^mplaints,  which  are  commonly 
considered  as  simple  idiopathic  fevers.  The  attxiety,  languor, 
restlessness^  and  prostration  of  strength,  which  accompany  this 
epidemic^  are  rtot  symptoms  of  debility,  but  of  gastritis,  and  di^ 
pend  on  the  pcciVltar  structure  of  the  organ,  and  its  extensive 
sympathy  with  the  whole  sy^tom.  A  free  use  of  the  lancet  is 
reqnh-ed ;  and,  in  order  tbat  thh  remedy  may  be  productive  of 
beneBcial  effects,  it  must  be  had  recourse  to  at  an  early  period 
of  the  disease.  Even  when  the  disease  was  too  &r  advanced  for 
Bq\'  pei^manent  advantage  to  be  expected  from  venesection^  its 
efiects  have  been  discovered  by  a  temporary  increase  of  fuhxess 
of  ihe  pulse.  Wbat  is  here,  said,  applies  etjually  to  general  and 
Tocal  blood-letting ;  and  this  last  mode  may  bcr  employed  with 
considerable  admntage. 

In  the  inflammadoh  of  all  delit^ate  and  iiighly  sensible  mem* 
branes,  onhess  we  sncceed  in  the  first  instance,  we  in  vain  at*^ 
tempt  to  subdue  it  afterwards,,  by  acting  on  .the  arterial  systieni 
at  large,  and  stifl  farther  diminishing  Sie  vis  a  tergp:  for  the 
disease  makes  rapid  progress ;  the  texture  of  the  organ  is  speed- 
ily destroyed,  and  its  vitality  is  irrecoverably  lost. 

Recourse  must,  therefore,  at  the  same  time^  be  had  to  such 
means  as  possess  somte  controuf  over  the  vessds  of  the  part,  suit- 
able to  its  pecufiar  functions  aird  organization ;  and  the  effects  of 
local  blood-letting,  by  ike  application  of  a  nmnber  of  leecb^ 
to  the  region  of  ure  stomach,  are  to  be  further  assisted  by  large 
and  repeated  bEsters. 

Nothing  so  much  aggravates  all  the  symptoms,  as  the  presence 
of  acrid  bile,  and  accumulated  f^*ulenl  matter.  Ail  rrricatiarr, 
therefore^  fw>m  such  causes,  is  to  be  carefully  prevented  ;  and, 
with  this  view,  the  contents  of  the  intcstinrs  are  to  be  dislcnlged 
on  ^e  first  approach  of  the  Aheatt^  and  their  accnmulatiou 
cautiously  guarded  against  during  it  s  contiiHiance.  For  tliis  pur- 
{losr,  smalTdoses  of  purg^rtirc  medicines  must  be  fj^equtnily  ad« 
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ministered.  It  too  often  happens,  however,  that  the  irritabili^ 
of  the  stomach  is  such,  that  medicines  of  this  class  cannot  here* 
tained,  but  are  instantly  rejected ;  and  recourse,  therefore,  must 
also  be  had  to  large  emollient  and  laxative  glysters,  whidi  must 
be  frequently  injected,  and  are,  in  all  stages  of  the  fever,  of  the 
most  essential  service.  As  a  purgative,  no  medicine  is  so  weD 
adapted  to  this  complaint  as  the  submuriate  of  mercury ;  and 
its  operation  may  be  sometimes  advantageously  alternated  with 
the  use  of  sulphate  of  magnesia  dissolved  in  water,  and  plenti- 
fully diluted* 

The  effects  of  mercury,  however,  are  not  to  be  estimated  sole- 
ly by  its  pur^tive  quality  $  but  it  seems  to  be  chiefly  useful,  oo 
account  of  its  specific  action  on  the  hepatic  system,  and  its 
power  of  affecting,  through  the  medium  of  the  circulation,  se- 
creting surfaces  endowed  with  hi^h  irritability,  and  in  a  state  of 
inflammation.  This  remedy  is  £erefore  to  be  used  externally, 
as  well  as  internally ;  and  is  to  be  resorted  to  immediatelv,  as 
the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  in  the  treatment  of  this 
disease.  Its  effects,  however,  do  not  always  depend  on  the  quan- 
tity introduced ;  but  on  certain  conditions  of  the  system,  by 
which  the  latter  is  rendered  more  or  less  susceptible  of  its  ac- 
tion, and  which  I  do  not  pretend  to  explain* 

Tliis  susceptibility  is  indicated  by  the  effects  produced  on  the 
salivary  glanas :  some  deeree  of  ptyalism  follows,  which  affi>rds 
the  surest  prognostic  of  a  uivourable  termination;  and  the  change 
produced  in  all  the  symptoms  is  generally  quick  and  rapid.  It 
sometimes,  however,  happois,  that  the  largest  doses  will  not 

Eroduce  salivation;  and,  in  such  cases,  tJbe  event  is  invariably 
ital. 

From  the  rapid  manner  in  which  we  are  frequetitly  induced, 
on  account  of  tne  severity  of  the  disease,  to  introduce  this  medi- 
cine into  the  system,  copious  salivation  is  frequently  occasioned, 
and  often  appears  suddenly,  with  bleeding  from  the  gums :  but,  j 
as  no  advantage  is  to  be  expected  from  the  mere  secretion  from 
salivary  glands,  I  have  succeeded  equally  well,  after  having  as- 
certained its  influence  over  the  disease,  by  continuing  its  use  in 
small  doses,  merely  sufficient  to  keep  up  uie  mercurial  irritation 
in  the  system,  until  the  disease  was  completely  overcome.  From 
what  has  been  said,  it  need  scarcely  be  observed,  that  the  prac- 
tice of  besmearing  the  gums  with  mercurial  ointment,  or  rub- 
bin{^  them  with  calomel,  for  the  purpose  of  encouraging  this  se- 
cretion, is  extremely  ineffectual. 

Sometimes  severe  diarrhoea  comes  on  durincr  the  early  stages 
of  recovery,  attended  with  want  of  sleep ;  in  which  case,  I  have 
derived  the  greatest  advantage  from  smaU  doses  of  opium^  com- 
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bined  with  cdomd.  It  is,  howevei^  to  be  remembered,  that 
under  no  other  circumstances  whatever^  is  opium  to  be  recom- 
mended in  this  disease. 

As  fiur  as  I  hare  had  an  opporttinity  of  observing,  cold  affusion 
does  not  appear  so  wdl  adapted  to  this  species  of  fever,  as  to 
that  which  prevails  during  toe  sammer.  Indeed*  if  the  external 
use  of  cold  water  can  ever  be  recommended  in  this  fever,  it  pro- 
mises to  be  most  successful  in  those  cases  which  show  a  more 
decided  tendency  to  assume  the  intermittent  form,  when  they 
happen  to  be  occasionally  attended  witli  some  degree  of  determi- 
nation to  the  head.  Under  such  circumstances,  I  have  frequent- 
ly employed  it  in  the  manner  of  cold  ablution,  during  the  hot 
stage,  with  manifest  advantage.  From  a  few  trials  I  have  maide 
of  the  tepid  bath,  during  the  second  stage  of  the  disease,  I  ara 
indin jd  to  think  it  may  sometimes  be  employed  with  advantage. 
The  alternation  of  these  remedies  has  lately  been  practised  and 
recommended  by  some  physicians ;  and  something  of  the  same 
kind  is  also  mentioned  by  Cclsus,  *  from  whom,  perhaps,  the 
idea  has  been  borrowed.  Of  such  practice,  however,  I  cannot 
ipeak  from  experience. 

Attention  ought  also  to  be  paid  to  the  r^^alar  discharge  of 
urine,  which  is  sometimes  scanty ;  and  thbagh  secreted  by  the 
kidneys,  is  not  duly  evacuated ;— for  which  purpose,  therefore^ 
I  have  often  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  catheter. 

We  are  usuaUy  advised,  in  alt  fevers  which  show  a  tendency 
to  intermit,  to  watch  this  period  carefully ;  and  to  avail  ourselves 
of  the  earliest  opportunity  such  circumstance  affords,  of  exhi- 
biting bark  in  large  doses,  with  a  view  to  obviate  the  debility 
wbicn,  it  is  said,  predisposes  to  the  formation  and  return  of 
another  paroxysm.  That  in  some  fevers,  and  in  certain  habits* 
and  constitutions,  this  may  be  highly  expedient  and  advisable,  I 
do  not  venture  to  deny,  as  such  practice  stands  supported  by  the 
best  authority,  and  is  justified  by  ample  experience. 

Without  entering,  however,  into  an  examination  of  the  above 
principles,  which  generally  direct  its  use,  I  feel  myself  warranted 
to  affirm,  from  the  result  of  several  cases  in  which  this  plan  was 
adopted  in  the  f ever  now  under  consideration,  that  bark  served 
only  to  exasperate  the  local  disease,  and  to  aggravate  every 
symptom  of  the  succeeding  paroxysm. 

In  many  cases  which  occurred  towards  the  final  cessation  of 
the  epidemic,  at  the  close  of  the  autumnal  season,  the  local 
symptoms  were  much  milder,  and  the  fever  became  intermittent^ 
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after  a  moderate  evaeuatioa  o(  blood,  and  a  fret  urn  df  laxative 
medicines.  In  tho^e  cases,  calomel  wma  the  medtcltie  I  cfaifiA; 
employed ;  and  I  almost  invariably  observed,  that,  wiien  carried 
to  an  extent  sufficient  to  manifest  its  action  on  the  syttem  by 
the  tisual  criterion,  the  paroxysms  soon  after  ceased  to  netsni* 

When  relapses  occur,  and  the  strength  is  at  length  a  good 
deal  exhausted,  it  becomes  necessary  to  support  the  patient  un- 
der the  action  of  the  mercury  (which  must  be  given  ia  small 
doses),  by  a  nourishing  diet  and  the  use  of  generoiia  wine.  Bark 
then  becomes  an  useful  auxiliary  ;  and  warm  clothing,  geatatioa 
on  horseback,  and  change  of  scene,  gready  facilitale  tM  recovery. 
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Cas^  rfa  singnbtr  Affeetimt  iff  ike  Right  -Leg,  icUchf  tmestemam 
of  the  Limbf  exctttd  agonizing  Headach.  By  James  Rcmss^ 
M.  D.  Amensham. 

jT^x  Sunda}',  23d  June  1811,  I  was  requested  to  visit  Misj 
Vy  \V  ,  aged  1 1  years,  the  dauo^hter  of  very  healthy  pa- 

rents»  and  one  of  a  remarkably  healthy  umily  ef  children.  Her 
own  health  had  been  good  until  the  commencement  of  her  pre- 
sent illness. 

Miss  W.  had  been  confined  about  six  weeks,  by  complaints, 
•  beginning  wid)  slight  sore  throat,  arising  apparently  from  coh). 
The  circumstances  which  most  distressed  her,  and  had  particu- 
larly excited  the  apprehensions  of  her  parents,  were  an  acute 
pain  In  the  head,  and  in  the  flexor  muscles  of  the  right  leg,  when- 
soever that  limb  was  in  the  least  degree  extended,  even  in  bed. 
I'he  extreme  pain  of  the  1<^  on  motion,  obliged  her  to  be  carried 
from  tlie  bed  to  the  sola,  as  she  could  not  stand.  The  pain  in 
tl)e  head  recurned  by  fits,  at  uncertain  times,  once  or  twice  in 
every  twenty*four  hours,  in  an  agonizing  degree.  At  sudi  mo- 
ments, she  desired  her  servant  to  compress  her  head  with  her 
liands  as  firmly  as  she  could.  These  symptoms  were  accompa- 
nied with  fever,  loss  of  appetite,  and  elusive  breath  $  the  rong:ue 
moist,  and  of  a  yellowish  brown  ;  the  bowels  constipated ;  stools 
dark  and  fetid  $  the  pulse  I'iO,  small,  and  rather  hard;  thepnpik 
of  the  eyes  much  contracted ;  couutenance  pale,  and  dejected. 
She  was  weak  ^  but  the  sensorium  had  not  been  in  any  dw-ee 
AilU/^f fv) ,  ^le  abdomen  was  not  pakdul,  tense,  or  tenner ; 
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neklier  wu  diere  coisigl^^  or  wMJtBot  ^  tAj  o^bmi  visoarill  sft 
leedoDi 

The  afiection  of  the  leg  had  subsisted  a  fiMrtnigbtf  ao^ehann 
waa  ditooverabte  iii  it)  either  to  the  eye,  or  the  loucb  i  nol*  did 
tbe  greatest  presmre  ^ire  pahii  so  long  As  no  attempt  was  lilada 
to  eateiid  the  limb. 

^  Miss  W.  bad  be^n  Attended  by  two  Tcry  rcspdotaUa  practi* 
tioners,  who  had  given  her  first  an  emetic,  aperient  medieinea 
wben  the  bo#eis  seemed  to  require  thtaii  sdinte  daring  fe¥er^ 
and  the  dnchona,  with  a  view  to  the  gt^eat  debililv  they  6baenr^ 
ed*  The  fomentations  and  embrocations  they  haa  employed  for 
the  fimb  had  produced  no  benefit. 

From  a  carefifl  consideriltion  of  all  the  elrcaoistances  of  the 
caaei  I  suspected  tbe  seat  of  disease  to  be  in  the  bead  i  and  ap^ 
prehended  that  eongesdon  in  the  vessds  of  the  brainy  if  net  looa 
telieved,  would  leaoon  to  tbe  inflariiihation,  arid  ctoaequent  e& 
ittsicm  of  hydrooephdtts  internus.  The  painl  of  the  leg  I  regard-* 
ed  as  a  sympathetic  affection  of  the  nerves,  supplving  the  mos^ 
des  sojiffected ;  and  the  ferer  as  symptoihatic  of  the  primary 
disease  within  the  head. 

With  these  views,  I  proposed  tbe  immediate  application  of  six 
leeches  to  each  temple ;  to  shave  and  l^ter  the  head,  and  to 
evaenaite  the  bo*wds }  for  which  htet  purpose  I  directed 
^  Hydraror.  submuriat.  gr.  ii. 

Piuv.  n^.  jaittpie  gTi  x/M.  ter  die  sumenduk  e  qiiovia 
vehiculo  crasso. 

In.additioii  to  these  rae^ns,  a  very  simple  Regimen  wAs  en- 
joinecL 

Wednesday^  seth  Jnne^  I  virited  Miss  W.  again.  The  leeches 
had  been  applied  on  Sandliy  evening  i  the  wounds  continued  to 
bleed  until  seven  c^clock  of  the  following  morning  |  but  she  had 
not  SBifered  frohi  faintness.  From  her  extreme  aversion  to  bav* 
ing  the  head  shaved^  the  application  <^  the  blister  had  been  sus« 
pended.  The  powders  which  she  begiin  t6  take  on  Sunday  even^ 
ingf  proenred  six  stools  eadi  day,  less  fetid,  and  of  a  more  na* 
tural  colour. 

Ff^om  tbe  time  the  leeches  were  applied,  the  pam  in  the  head 
ceased,  mbd  die  usdd  returns  Of  fever  were  nmeh  diminished.  On 
%ke  morning  of  Tuesday,  tbe  25th^  Misa  W.  found,  for  the  first 
time,  ibe  power  of  extending  the  leg  in  bed,  and  on  this  day  Ae 
could  walk,  allboiM[h  not  with  the  neel  quite  flat  to  tbe  grounds 
Tbe  popils  were  fess  contracted  $  pulse  110;  the  appetite  not 
improved  $  bat  abe  appeared  more  cheerful^  and  felt  strongen 

With  such  evidenots  of  benefit^  I  advised  a  repetition  of  tbe 
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leedhes,  and  a  continuance  of  the  powders,  to  such  aa  extent  as 
to  procure  three  or  four  stools  every  day.  The  same  regimea 
also  to  be  persevered  in.    ' 

Monday,  July  1,  I  found  Miss  W.  much  improved.  She 
had  had  no  retam  of  the  pain  in  the  head,  and  could  walk  per- 
fectly wclL  Her  fever  had  disappeared,  the  tongue  was  desn, 
pulse  reduced,  appetite  better,  bowels  freely  acted  upon  by  the 
powders* 

^thou|rfi  I  had  the  pleasure  to  consider  my  patient  convales- 
cent, I  judged  it  expedient  to  guard  against  any  reCiim  of  the 
symptoms  of  congestion,  by  endeavoiirin(^  to  divert  or  prevent 
any  morbid  action  that  might  reproduce  it.  I  direetedi  there- 
fore, 58S.  ung.  hydrargyr  J  tort  to  be  nibbed  into  the  lower  ex- 
tremities at  bed-iime  ;  toe  powders  to  be  taken  so  as  to  produce 
a  full  effect  twice  in  the  week ;  and  a  blister  to  be  applied  be- 
tween the  riionlders^  and  kept  open  with  the  ung.  sabinc.  1 
farther  recommended  the  folbwing  draught  t»  be  takai  three 
times  in  the  day. 

]g;  Tinct  digital,  purp.  gtt.  ^.^ 
Aq.  ammon.  acetat.  3ij. 
Tinct  lavend.  comp.  gtt  xx. 
Mist,  camph.  gss.  M. 

On  the'  8fh,  I  found  Miss  W.  improving  still  in  appearaacei 
appetite,  and  spirits ;  pulse  90.  Directed  all  the  remedies  to  be 
continued,  increasing  the  quantity  of  the  ung.  hydr.  as  it  had  not 
yet  afiected  the  sjrstem. 

July  15.— Pulse  80 f  perfectly  well  in  health  and  spirits;  and 
disposed  now  to  amusements  more  than  she  had  been  for  soma 
months  past ;  her  mother  having  observed,  loag  previous  to  her 
Wness,  a  disinclination  to  these,  and  that  she  complained  often  of 
headach.  No  effects  from  the  ung.  hydrargyr*  Moderate  ex- 
erase,  simple  diet,  and  an  occasional  use  of  the  powders,  the 
only  attentions  now  advised.  Miss  W.  has  continued  since  in 
the  enjoyment  of  fuU  health. 

•  The  remedies,  from  which  the  cure  of  the  foregoing  case  is  id* 
ferred,  are  the  bleeding  and  purging.  Whether  the  symptoms 
enumerated  did  arise  fi^m  congestion  in  the  vessels  of  the  head, 
or  from  an  undue  performance  of  the  functions  of  the  bowds 
•imply,  is  neoessariiy  matter  (^  coniecture.  Either  of  those 
causes  might  exist  originaMy  independent  of  riie  other ;  bat  diey 
are  known  to  operate  reciprocally  in  producing  and  exa^racing 
their  respective  evils.  And  the  two  great  remedies,  therefore,  on 
which  the  stress  of  the  treatment  was  laid,  mia^t  be  bighly-bene- 
fictal,  either  singly,  in  reference  to  their  pecuTiBr  indications,  or 
by  their  combined  effects  in  extinguishing  the  xmserable  disease 
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which  was  suspected  to  be  in  progress,  in  its  earliest  and  perhaps 
its  only  carable  stage.  It  will  be  admitted  as  a  strong  reason  for 
believing  the  primary  affection  to  have  been  within  the  head,  that 
the  pain  before  felt  there  ceased  immediately  upon  the  application 
of  the  leeches,  and  before  the  us6  of  any  other  remedy. 

Amenham^ 
Feb.  13.  1812. 
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CaseofPoismiingf  by  the  externalapplieation  of  Corrosive  SubUmate^ 
By  Archibald  RobertsoNi  Surgeoni  Royal  Navy. 

/^NE  of  his  Majesty's  cruizers,  employed  during  the  present 
^^  winter  on  the  north  coast  of  Spain,  received  on  board  a€ 
Corunna,  a  passenger,  whose  disastrous  fortune  had  compelled 
him  to  seek  an  asylum  in  Britain.  This  unfortunate  individual 
had  been  exposed  to  such  extreme  suffering,  that  he  had  become 
a  prev  to  almost  all  the  diseases  attendant  upon  poverty  and  filth. 
The  humanity  of  British  officers  had  not  been  awanting  in  en- 
deavouring to  lessen  these  $  but  it  happened,  that  cverv  article 
for  psora  having  been  expended,  separating  him  from  the  unaf- 
fected was  the  only  medical  expc^lient  which  could  then  be  adopt- 
ed, until  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  in  England. 

The  surgeon,  however,  having  occasion  to  administer  medicine 
to  him  for  anodier  complaint,  received  the  infection,  which  soon 
betrayed  itself  on  his  hands,  wrists,  and  arms.  As  they  were  des- 
tined to  the  port  where  his  wife,  children,  and  relations  artxious-* 
]y  looked  for  his  return,  after  a  long  and  harassing  absence,  he 
became  extremely  desirous  of  removing  the  eruption,  and  there- 
fore  had  recourse  to  the  small  quantity  of  the  muriate  of  mer- 
cury remainin^r  in  his  possession,  forming  a  sdution  in  alcohol, 
in  theproportionof  four  or  five» grains  to  the  ounce,  with  which, 
moming^and  night,  he  very  freefy  washed  the  affected  parts.  By 
its  use,  the  eruption  began  to  disappear  on  the  5th  day ;  but  on 
the  7tb,  he  felt  himself  extremely  feverish,  having  an  intense 
headachy  flushed  countenance,  full  and  quick  pulse,  and  great 
heat  on  the  skin.  In  the  course  of  th6  night,  he  was  attacked 
by  violent  pain  in  the  stomach,  attended  by  vomiting  and  painful 
retching,  which  continued  with  little  interval  the  whole  of  the 
night.    In  the  morning,  these  were  somewhat  milder ;  but  the 
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respite  was  of  short  duration»  being  speedily  attacked  with  Am* 
rheea,  attended  with  tenesmus.  At  this  period  the  ship  arrived 
in  port,  on  which  I  took  immediate  occasion  to  risit  ray  fl'iend, 
whom  I  unexpectedly  found  in  the  above  distress.  His  pulse 
was  small,  quick,  and  tremulousf  his  countenance  exhausted  and 
sunk;  violient  and  frequent  retching;  a  constant  desire  to  goto 
stool,  the  matter  evacuated  being  scanty,  chiefly  bkK>d  and  ml^ 
cus ;  but,  above  all,  the  debility  seemed  particularly  alarming. 

These  complaints  he  had  justly  attributed  to  the  unguarded 
application  of  the  sohition  to  the  surfiice  of  bis  body,  and  bad 
therefore  taken  large  doses  of  opium,  repeating  them  at  intervals. 
As,  however,  thev  had  only  effected  a  partial  relief,  and  the 
symptoms  were  still  extremelv  ur^nt,  I  prepared  a  hot  bath  for 
him,  with  as  much  speed  and  in  Uie  best  manner  which  the  cod* 
T/Niiences  of  a  ship  could  ofibrd.  After  this  I  gave  him  a  sudo* 
rific ;  and  as  spon  as  the  diaphoresis  commenced,  covered  him 
carefiilly  in  warm  blankets,  without  administering  any  difuents, 
apprehensiTe  that  they  might  again  excite  the  action  of  the  sto- 
mach. 

When  the  sudorific  [kocess  had  been  continued  for  some  timfy 
all  the  symptoms  became  evidently  mikleif ;  and,  as  he  was  ex- 
tremely exhausted!  I  gave  him  a  large  dose  of  opium  in  sub* 
stance,  which  procuf'cahim  a  comfortable  and  refreshing  sleep. 

When  I  saw  him  on  the  foDowing  morning,  he  continued  in  a 
state  of  i-ecovery  r  but  the  exhaustion  was  great,  and  he  complain- 
ed of  his  breath  being  extremely  fetid,  and  of  a  bitter  taste  in 
his  mouth*  The  next  day  hh  mouth  was  worse^  the  gums 
swollen,  and  several  of  his  teeth  loose  :  and  on  the  third  morn- 
ing afler  I  first  saw  him,  being  the  tentn  since  he  had  applied  the 
soTotion^  he  was  in  m  complete  h  saKvdtion  as  eVcr  was  produc- 
ed by  the  common  mode  of  introducing  the  medieitie  into  the 
system,  and  which  ran  fhe  same  coui*se. 

There  can  be  no  doubt,  that  in  this  instance  the  sdrne  inference 
IS  afforded,  al^  in  the  case  related  by  Dr  Aniferson.     It  is  evi<fe(H 
that  the  dcf'angehicnt  of  the  stomach  was  excited  by  the  marinte 
of  mercury  having  been  introduced  into  the  system  throngli 
{be  cutaneous  lymphatics*    The^u^ntity  hitrodut^  cannot  have 
been  very  considerable,  atid  it  therefore  afllbrds  an  raiportart 
practical  caution.     That  it  wouki  have  terminated  fatdly,   hnJ 
suitable  means  not  been  adopted,  is  likewise  an  evident  deductioi^. 
The  treatmtot  was  the  same  as  in  Ur  Anderson's  patient,   with 
the  addition  of  the  sudorific  process,  which  possesses  al!  tIic<Qi 
high  advantages  in  dysenteric  symptoms,  adduced  in  its  supj^oi  t 
py  Dr  Moficley. 

In  one  of  our  naval  hospitals^  where  the  metallic,  salt  is  some^ 
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timet  gnrea  in  die  more  stobboni  <^ms  of  q^iiie,  i  h^re  obsenr- 
«d  Ae  ptyaliwn  to  be  Htiifonnly  «iove  severe  $  that  ito  exbibittoa 
U  dwaye  seme  tune  mt  other  attended  by  severe  affecdoa  of  the 
bowels  {  and  that  the  debiiity  is  frreater  and  inore  difficult  to 
overtome,  than  in  those  cases  m  which  the  other  fireparatioas  of 
the  mineral  are  adniinisterecK 
Deal,  2Sd  Rbntary,  1S12. 


Case  ff  Paky  €tired  by  TitHlatian,  with  mme  ^bummHtms  en  iis 
effects  of  TiitBation  on  tie  Narvous  System.     By  James  War- 

I^ANY  important  physiological  truths  are  established  by  accu- 
^^  rate  observations  on  the  phenomena  of  diiseasps.  Physio- 
logy also  contributes  much  to  the  advnnceipent  of  pathqlofrical 
inquiries.  The  connexion  of  these  braoches  pf  mem'cal  scienc^ 
is  strikindy  ilhistrated  in  the  various  sympathetic  aiff  ctions  of  our 
organs,  Hie  symptoms  of  diseases  pointing  out  natural  relation^ 
between  parts,  whilst  an  acquaiutunoe  with  these  natural  phe^ 
nomena  accounts  for  various  symptoms  in  diseases  which  would 
otherwise  have  been  inexplicable.  A  knowledge  of  the  relationa 
and  sympathies  amon^  the  different  organs,  is  of  no  less  import- 
ance in  merapeutics.  If  we  can  discover  .that  certain  symptoma 
•in  diseases  are  merely  sympathetic,  we  are  led  to  empby  remedies 
which  will  act  directly  on  the  primary  affection.  And  besidea 
this  mode  of  treating  diseases,  another  of  great  importance  fa 
pointed  out,  perhaps  not  less  powerful,  and  of  far  more  extensive 
application. 

It  is  a  fact  well  established  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  that  ia 
many  diseases,  the  most  useful  remedies,  instead  of  ac(.ir)g  direct-^ 
ly  on  the  primary  affection,  produce  their  inttuence  on  some  or- 
gan or  texture  in  the  body,  between  wliich,  and  the  part  priraari-^ 
ly  afiFctedy  there  exists  some  connexion  or  consent,  whetner  pro- 
duced by  any  direct  commuuication  of  nprvous  matter,  or  by  any 
other  law  established  in  Uie  animal  economy.  Numerous  practical 
illustrations  may  be  mentioned,  in  which,  upon  these  principles^ 
the  use  of  many  of  the  most  valuable  remedies  can  alone  be  ex- 
plained.  The  skin,  the  alimentary  canal,  the  kidneys,  the  cellular 
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texture^  afibrd  striking  espamples  of  the  advantai^  of  this  chan- 
nel  in  the  treatment  of  difieasea.  In  all  febrile  afiiBdions,  in  lo- 
cal inflammatioas,  in  some  diseases  of  the  stomach,  and  ciher 
viscera,  many  powerful  remedies  are  given,  with  a  view  to  influ- 
ence the  functions  of  the  skin,  the  stomach,  the  intestines,  snd 
the  kidneys.  Hence  the  employment  of  emetics,  oif  spdorifics, 
of  diuretics,  of  purgatives,  of  alterative  medicines,  and  many 
others. 

Keeping  such  facts  in  my  mind,  and  aware  of  the  grest 
sympathy  which  subsists  between  the  skin  and  nervous  system, 
I  have  often  thought,  that  in  many  diseases  of  that  system,  s 
powerful  effect  mi^t  be  produced,  by  tickling  those  parts  of  the 
skin  which  are  possessed  of  the  most  susceptibility  to  that  pccu« 
liar  excitement.  The  following  case  affords  an  excellent  illustra- 
tion, both  of  the  foregoing  doctrines,  and  of  their  application  to 
the  treatment  of  diseases. 

A  man  twenty-three  years  of  age,  in  the  month  of  April  1810, 
when  with  the  army  in  Portugal,  was  seized  with  a  fever,  which 
IHras  at  Uiat  time  epidemic  among  the  troops.  In  conseauence  of 
repeated  attacks  of  the  disease,  he  remained  for  nearly  twdve 
ini)nths  in  the  different  military  hospitals  of  Coimbra,  Lisbon, 
&c.  Besides  what  he  des€a*ibed  as  the  febrile  disease,  he  had  a 
severe  affection  of  his  head,  for  which  he  was  bled  profusely ; 
and  when  he  returned  to  Britain,  he  had  a  complete  paralyiic 
affection  of  the  left  side.  By  living  in  the  country,  he  regained 
a  good  deal  of  strength ;  and  he  was  able  to  move,  tbown  in  a 
very  small  degree,  the  paralytic  arni  and  hand.  Soon  after  this, 
the  complaabt  in  his  head  returned  with  its  former  violence;  but 
by  copious  and  repeated  bleedings,  the  i^ddiness  and  stupor, 
which  were  the  chief  symptoins,  were  removed.  The  paralytic 
affection  of  the  left  side,  during  this  attack,  became  more  com- 
plete; and  although  his  general  health  improved,  yet  in  the  be- 
ginning of  August  last,  notwithstanding  the  most  rigid  antiphlo- 
gistic treatment,  and  a  continued  use  of  blisters  and  electricity  to 
pae  afiected  side,  the  limb  continued  feeble,  and  his  arm  and 
hand  perfectly  useless. 

When  I  saw  him  at  this  period,  which  was  the  middle  of  Au* 

fust  last,  eighteen  months  from  the  commencement  of  his  illness, 
e  had  a  marked  halt  in  the  left  leg,  and  the  left  arm  hung  mo- 
tionless, not  having  the  power  ot  even  producing  any  sensible 
movement  with  any  of  his  fingers.  The  arm,  too,  was  consi- 
derably wasted  ;  *  the  hand  cedematou^, '  with  occa^^ionaI  pains 
about  his  shoulder;  his  puke  a  little  full  and  frequent;  his 
tongue  furred,  and  a  tendency  to  headach.    After  compietelj 
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emptying  his  bowek  by  aloetic  purgatives,  and  cupping  him  in 
the  nedc,  by  which  treatment  aD  the  febriie  symptoms,  and 
thoae  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  head^  seemed  to  be  remov- 
ed, I  began  to  try  the  eflect  of  iitilkaian. 

The  process  which  was  employed  to  titiHate  was  extremely 
•siinnle.  A  person  was  directed  to  draw  a  feather  gendy  over  the 
surface  of  tee  skin  on  the  palm  of  the  handy  until  it  excited 
laughter;  and  I  purposed  that  this  should  be  done  three  or 
ihvLT  times  a-day. 

On  trial,  it  was  found  that  the  desired  eflect  oould  readily  be 
produced.  At  first,  it  was  found  that  a  considerable  time  was 
necessary  to  excite  laughter;  but  the  more  frequently  the  appli- 
cation was  employed,  the  more  quickly  it  was  accomplished. 
1-le  found,  too,  that  die  laughter  was  produced  much  more 
«peedi]y  wheii  he  was  tickled  oy  another  person,  than  when  he 
used  the  feather  himself;  and  that  it  was  most  easily  excited, 
by  applying  the  feather  to  the  part  of  the  pcdm  where  it  fs  markr 
cd  by  the  flexion  of  the  thumb. 

The  beneficial  effects  which  the  tiiillati<m  produced  on  the 
paralytic  arm,  exceeded  my  most  sanguine  expectations. 

After  employing  ii  a  &w  days,  he  began  to  feel  as  if  the  limb 
were  reanimated,  a  sensation  which  lasted  a  short  time  after  each 
fit  of  laughter.  This  sensation  was  soon  followed  by  a  power  to 
prodnoe  a  sensiUe  and  volttntery  motion  of  the  dngers,  which 
daily  increased;  so  that  in  about  a  month  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  use  c^the  titiIlation«  he  could  grasp  his' hand  with  a 
moderate  firmness,  and  move,  in  like  manner,  Che  elbow  and 
sbottlder-joints.  After  this  period,  the  strength  of  the  limb  was 
rapidly  regained ;  and  in  two  months  from  the  commencement 
of  this  treatment,  i  met  him  in  the  btreet  carrying  a  bundle  un* 
der  ^  affected  arm. 

The  Citillation  was  ako  used  to  the  lower  extremity  of  the 
affected  side,  the  feather  being  applied  to  the  sole  of  the  footf 
where  it  failed  not  to  produce  a  speedy  and  great  degree  of 
laughter. 

besides  the  titillation,  it  bught  to  be  mentioned,  that  I  also 
advised  him  to  rub  the  limb  with  the  dry  hand,  morning  and 
evening;  and  this  was  done  with  a  view  not  only  of  removing 
the  oedematous  swelling,  but  also  of  producing  an  addidonal 
excitement  on  the  skin.  I  have  seen  the  padent  four  months 
after  the  above  treatment  had  been  employed',  when  he  remain^ 
perfectly  well.  I  am  aware  that  the  event  of  any  new  mode  of 
treatment,  in  an  individual  instance,  cannot  be  sufficient  to 
warrant  any  general  conclusion*  The  case,  however,  seems  to 
»e  to  a^ord  an  interesting  ilhistratioa  of  the  influence  whicK 
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^e  iiifieticmc  q(  ^0  dm  h^^  «  th$  ^^nom  tyiUm,  ^  lo 
opep  g  channel  for  obienri^ioii  wd  e^perwpD^  if^  ▼4IMW  ^ 
leases  of  ik^t  ^ystenii  which  mpty  Ie»d  tP  ifi^irt#p|  uppio? smmtl 
ID  their  treatment,  vn^  tb#t  imprenuoQt  I  W^  vantimd  (a 
by  thesa  ramarl^  befera  tha  public  ia  their  pFevant  foim  1  an^ 
vith  (he  hc^es  thatf  l|y  ^eir  parly  copamuQiaalipnt  tha  gao4 
fffapta  of  the  ppacjtica  ffiay  ^a  fs^bli|»ha4  hy  th0  ftfnple  ^Mrieoaa 
of  otbarSf  . 

It  itaay  be  remarked,  before  concluding  thapa  obserWiMiSi 
<h^  #  mod  daa)  of  d^Priminadoq  ipus^  nepasaariiy  b9  enmby- 
ipd  in  mooting  pm»  whf  ra  iidllaUpn  is  hl^y  to  pr pve  b^pepM 
and  hi  detarmiiung  the  pxtafit  m  whiph  U  majr  ba  prud«t  to  em* 
ploy  spch  a  vaipaay.  As  looff  a«  the  par^ytip  afiO^atiofi  aeema  to 
Uapend  m  ^  i^areai^d  quantity  of  blood  in  the  eq«:enba]op»  or 
to  ari«a  from  apy  morbid  aIt«ratioii  m  the  alnictura  PT  |ha  hraint 
pr  its  cpvaruig9»  all  attempt^  kf  titiIhit>QB»  or  pthf^r  mmiM,  to  re- 
l^over  the  ppwar  qf  the  parf^ytfc  perresf  fQHit  ba  fruitlaasy  if  aot 
highly  dangerous.  Titillation  appai^l  to  ma  to  be  applieahle  ta 
ihoaa  cases  only  where  the  priiffefy  aftctipa  ja  mooTed,  and 
9vhere  the  palsyt  which  w«#  merely  ppe  of  its  ^ipplooia,  aloii^ 
famain^.  liow  far  titilletioii  may  W^  en  ^ket  )a  lOlaviatlBg  the 
fwmiciatinif  mm  pf  fie  fM^l^Wf*  wiaticai  and  spaaa  Plhar  at 
feoUons  wmk  ^een  chiefly  f^opfified  to  nerves,  e^periaoi^  cin 
alpna  determine.  TitillatioBy  whm  emplpyed  ip  the  Mpaitmeot 
of  disaaie^f  must,  lika  p(h^r  poii^erfid  ramedias,  he  at  fcrat  qsed 
with  ^autiop  J  and  we  are  pp w W  to  Y»ry  the  e^pt  q(  'm  a4N«i 

fropi  tiahling  to  laughter,  pr  e?ep  poavalaioq, 

finery  qm  \now$f  from  personal  ei^perience,  the  twp  &«t  de» 

8rees  pf  its  effects,  llipre  are»  I  be}ie¥e»  pany  inslpiipea  of  iM 
aving  produced  popvulsiona,  apd  I  h^ve  heei«l  ^  PPe  W^  lrf)<^ 
jt  proved  fatal  In  all  probability,  the  eSepM  pf  tiMl)e(ion»  ss  a 
remedy,  should  be  confined  tp  the  eKcitefnapi  of  )ap^t^,  which 
\n  pld  or  obsthi^  cases  may  he  pxpited  fVeP  to  ap  immodenita 
decree. 

It  is,  perhaps,  difficult  to  determine  hour  fistr  titillation  acts 
directly  on  the  affected  pprvas,  or  ipdireplly  chrPPgb  tha  fnedium 
of  the  Drain  i  the  latter  appears  tp  bp  the  piost  probable  opinion  1 
and  if  this  be  found  to  b^  t)}^  case,  it  piey  he  epually  bspeficisl 
fo  titiliate  the  sl^in  of  th^  sound  as  of  the  paralytic  limba  tbui 
pbtainiog  a  rnorp  extensive,  pnc)  a  n^ore  efficacious  mode  of  sp> 
plying  titillation  as  a  remedy,  The  ipfiuence  of  ipent^)  en»otion 
on  the  nervous  system,  and  on  the  vital  and  aniipal  functions, 
)ias  not  yet  met  with  that  consideration  ip  the  treatment  of  di*- 
fxascs  which  it  appears  to  merit  The  cfiects  of  music  in  wms 
pf  (liese  diseases,  fnd  the  variations  of  ilie  s^me  disease  ip  iodiTi*: 
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imkf  mder  the  iaflaenee  of  dififerent  mental  emotionsy  prove 
Ab  inllaence,  and  fniii^t  lead  us  to  expept  that  great  beneficial 
advantages  might  be  oerivedy  from  acting  on  the  minds  of  those 
affiled  with  such  complaints. 
London f  Ftbruafy  ISIS. 


MEDICAL  EXTRACTS,  No.  VRI, 
OntheDkease$^Io(ianfU  Fromi^Q,S.M4cnvziE*8Trav<ii. 

\Xo  wolqn  is  aee^asiiiy  for  ihf^  length  of  the  present  eictract. 
^^  The  inflnence  of  dimate,  soil,  diet,  and  customs,  upon  the 
i^ibh  pf  the  hMian  speeias,  is  at  all  tines  an  inlerestiqg  subject 
of  inquiry  to  the  bmup&I  philosopher  $  but  in  no  instance  does 
it  praause  raoie  narked  and  assAil  results  than  in  the  present 
instance.  Medical  literatnre  abounds  with  valuable  writings  on 
the  diseases  of  warod  cttmates  $  but  they  had  no  counterpart  wor- 
thy of  being  contrasted  with  them,  until  the  present  essay,  by 
Dr  HoUano,  who  accompanied  Sir  6.  Mad^enzie  in  his  expe(|i« 
tion  to  Icdand,  was  given  to  the  public. 

^'  The  poverty  of  the  Icelan4ers,  and  the  dUpersion  of  t)ietr  smaU 
xofpnnjQity  over  ip  vast  an  extent  of  countrf ,  render  it  alpi^^  iai* 
possible  th^t  medical  practitioaers  should  ob^in  ^n  indepeiident  sub- 
sutence  in  the  islfipd.  To  obviate,  as  far  as  possible,  this  eytl,  a  sn>a|l 
ine4i^  ^^^hlithm^at  is  provided  at  die  poblic  sxpense ;  pon^iHing 
pf  a  fi|pcrii}iendfnt  pbystcisin,  whp  has  the  title  of  If^pdphysicni,  a|i 
^tt^p^ryi  and  fiye  subordinate  medical  n^en,  who  are  sta^ion^d  ig 
i\Seriet^  p^ts  of  Ho^  islai(^  The  phf  dciaa  s^n^  apothec^try  are  set* 
fled  m  iibe  yfcimty  of  {Uiil^iarik  \  where  a  )>aafe,  ^omewhi^p  superior 
in  size  and  accommo^atipn  to  the  common  dw  pf  Ic«livn4ic  bahit%» 
tiopsy  is  pipvided  for  ih^ir  rtsception.  lodep^ndeptjy  of  dus  profif- 
sinn,  ai^d  the  u^e  of  soira  L|nd  annex^  to  the  hoos^ »  the  }aiulphy<i- 
sm  has  an  9Pn|iJ^  ^^J  of  600  riz^^oUarf,  with  die  libsf^y  to  ar^ 
)iii9self  of  tljie  profits  (/any  practice  which  his  situ^icyi  may  afbrd. 
The  ppe^fqt  pp#yG»^r  of  tb(B  ofiice  is  Pf  ]^log,  ^  native  of  (<:pl«Hi4^ 
hut  edupat^fl  ^  pppenhag^n.  Of  the  f  ouoKy  pr^ctiiiofiers,  one  is 
stationed  of  thf  southern  coast  9f  th^  island  2  another  oi)  the  system 
/coast ;  ^,  third  PQ  the  northera ;  and  two  in  the  western  provincf^ 
The  readef  viiX  readily  conceive  hpw  entirely  destitabe  of  medip4 
a»sistanpe  many  parts  oif  the  country  mnst  be,  when  it  is  9pentioBe4 
tliat  sofvie  of  tbesie  districts,  subject  to  the  care  of  a  single  ii^livjduali 
fit^tend  p^arl^  ^  q^UfS  a^^  t)if  co^t,  with  9  hre44th  T^pt)^ 
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from  tea  to  thirty  miles.  We  hs^d  as  opportanitf^  tvbile  in  IccMnd, 
of  seeing  two  of  dhe  countrjr  practitionect ;  both  very  respectable 
fnen,  and  well  informed  in  their  profession.  One  of  tbem»  Mr  fanl- 
von,  has  already  been  noticed,  as  possessing  a  more  extensive  knosr* 
ledge  of  natural  history  than  any  of  his  countrynnen. 

**  With  the  eicepdon  of  three  hospitals*  in  which  a  few  iacnraUe 
lepers  receive  gratuitous  support,  no  medical  institution  exisu  on  tbe 
island.  These  hospitals  are  maintained  at  the  public  expense  (  and 
in  a  method  worthy  of  being  noticed  from  iu  singularity.  On  a 
certain  specified  day,  at  that  time  of  the  year  when  the  fishery  on 
the  coast  is  most  abundant  and  successful,  every  fishing-boat  in  the 
island  is  required  to  contribute  one  man's  share  of  the  eapture  that 
has  been  made.  A  provision  is  added  to  the  law,  that  if  the  number 
^  fish  taken  by  any  boat  on  this  day  does  not  afford  a  share  of  fire 
to  each  fisherman,  the  contribution  to  the  hospitals  shall  be  delayedt 
until  the  ne«t  time  when  the  produce  of  a  day's  fishing  equals  or  ex- 
ceeds this  amount. 

**  In  speaking  of  the  diseases  of  Iceland,  it  will  be  necessary  to  al- 
lude only  to  those  which  furnish  any  facts  peculiar  and  interesting ; 
or  which  are  more  especially  connected  with  the  climate  and  mode 
of  living  among  the  inhabitants. 

''  The  diet  of  the  Icelanders  consists  almost  solely  of  aniipal  food  $ 
of  which  fish*  either  fresh  or  dried,  forms  by  far  the  largest  propor- 
tion. Dvriiyg  the  summer  they  have  milk  and  butter  in  considerable 
abundance ;  but  of  bread,  and  every  other  vegetable  food,  there  is 
the  utmost  scarcity,  and,  among  the  lower  classes,  an  almost  entire 
privation.  The  want  of  cleanliness  in  the  personal  and  domestic  ha* 
bits  of  the  people,  has  been  frequently  alluded  to  in  the  preceding 
pages.  It  is  an  evil  incident  to  their  situation  i  the  removal  of  ^ich 
could  probably  only  be  accomplished  by  the  sacrifice  of  other  habits, 
still  more  essential  to  their  comfortable  eitistence.  As  an  efiect  of 
these  circumstances  in  the  mode  of  lifis  of  the  Icelanders,  cutaneous 
diseases,  arising  from  a  cachectic  state  of  the  body,  are  exceedingly 
frequent  among  them,  and  appear  under  some  of  their  worst  forms. 
Scurvy  and  leprosy  are  common  in  the  island ;  occtirring  especially 
in  the  districts  of  Guldbring^  and  Snaefell  Syssels,  and  on  other  parts 
of  the  western  coast,  where  the  inhabitants  depend  chiefly  upon  fish- 
ing, and  where  the  pastures  are  inferior  in  extent  9ad  produce.  Tbe 
scurvy  {hreppusoii)^  as  it  appears  in  Iceland,  presents  no  remarkable 
peculiarity  of  symptoms.  The  disease  is  observed  to  occur  with 
greatest  frequency  at  diose  periods,  when  there  has  beea  a  deficiency 
of  food  among  Uie  inhabitants,  or  when  the  snow  and  frost  of  tlie 
winter  succeed  immediately  to  a  wet  autumnal  season.  For  iu  cure, 
m  vegetiMe  diet  is  employed,  in  as  far  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
Icelanders  will  allow  of  such  means.  Fruits  of  every  kind  are  alto- 
gether wanting  to  them  ;  but  some  advantage  is  derived  from  the 
employment  of  the  cocUearia  (officinalis  et  Danica),  of  the  trefoil 
(tnfoUum  repens),  of  the  benies  and  tops  of  tbe  juniper  Qudperus 
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ntf ),  aad  of  the  iediuB  «ae  \  phnCi  whkh  are  all  indigenous 
is  die  itlfUMJ- 

^  The  k|irosj  of  the  lodanders  (Likhrm^  HMsveihe,  or  Spiidtkn)^ 
eihibits  in  man  j  instances  all  the  essential  characters  of  the  genuine 
dephantiasis,  or  lepra  Arabona  ;  *  and  i«  a  disease  of  the  most  for- 
midable and  distressing  kind.  Indolent  tumours  of  the  face  and 
limbs  are.  generally  among  the  first  symptams  of  the  complaint,  at« 
tended  by  swellings  of  the  salivary,  inguinal,  and  axillary  glands* 
The  nostrils,  ears,  and  lips,  are  progressively  affected  with  swelling 
and  deformity.  The  skin  over  toe  whole,  or  different  parts  of  the 
body,  becomes  thick  and  hard ;  sometimes  exhibiting  a  shining  or 
unctuous  surface,  scmietimes  one  rough  and  scabrous,  which,  at  a 
more  advanced  period  oi  the  disease,  displays  numerous  cracks  or 
fissures.  The  seaees  are  usually  much  enfeebled  ;  and  ansesthesia  of 
the  extremitiea  generally  occurs.  The  voice  assumes  a  peculiar 
boaneness  and  nasal  tone,  lirequently  with  swelling  of  the  tonsils,  but 
without  any  hindrance  of  deglutition,  until  the  disease  has  made  great 
progress  in  the  habit  of  the  patient :  the  breath  and  perspired  mattes 
are  extremely  fetid ;  aawl  the  hair  and  nails  frequently  fall  off.  The 
tttrooars  in  diiisrent  parts  of  the  body  gradually  pass  into  malignant 
ulcem,  which  discharge  an  acrid,  unhealthy  matter.  In  this  state 
the  patient  often  lingers  during  a  long  time ;  or,  where  the  disease 
has  a  more  speedy  termination,  all  the  symptoms  are  rapidly  aggra# 
vated,  and  he  u  carried  off  in  a  state  of  extreme  debility  and  wretch* 
ednesa.f 

**  When  it  b  considered  how  frequently  unsuccessful  the  treatment 
of  thb  disease  is  in  more  auspicious  regions,  it  will  not  excite  sur- 
prise that  in  Iceland  the  attempt  at  cure  should  generally  be  unavail« 
ing.  Where,  from  the  situation  of  the  patient,  medical  asstsUnce 
can  be  obtained,  laxatives,  diaphoretics,  and  issues,  or  sometimes 
even  venesection,  are  employed  in  the  earlier  stages,  or  with  a  pro* 
phylactic  view.  The  indigenous  plants  which  the  natives  employ  as 
remedies,  are  the  juniper,  the  vaccinium  myrtillus,  the  rhodiola  ra« 
sea,  and  thedryas  octopetala  ;  the  hitter  of  which  particularly  growa 
in  great  abundance  on  the  island.  These  remedies,  however,  appear 
to  be  of  little  avail  in  relievmg  any  of  the  urgent  symptoms  of  the 
disease. 

**  It  does  not  appear  that  any  distinct  record  exbts  in  Iceland  of 
the  first  appearance  of  the  leprosy  in  this  country.  The  Chevaliee 
Badi,  in  his  letter  to  Dr  Van  Troil  on  the  subject,  thinks  it  probable 
that  Uie  disease  was  brought  into  Iceland  from  Asia  or  the  south  of 
Europe,  at  the  time  of  the  crusades ;  in  which  he  asserts  that  these 
islanders  bore  a  part  with  the  other  nations  of  Europe.  %  From  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  Iceland,  it  appears  that  the  latter  statement 

*  The  eSephantiasM  of  Cullen:  the  elcphantia&is  legitima  of  Sauvage. 

f  The  description  given  by  l>r  T.  Hebcrden  of  the  elephantiasis  occurring  in  tlie 
idand  of  Madeira,  accords  very  exactly  witli  the  appearance  of  the  disease  as  it  ex« 
iats  in  loefamdL    8ee  London  Medical  Transactions,  Vol  1. 

I  Sec  Van  Trail's  Letttrs  on  lowland.  ^ 
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is  not  well  founded :  but  though  not  pMticipaling  in  Ibe  holy  wars, 
the  Icelanders  had  at  Uiis  period  an  iniiroate  connexion  with  th«  Ea- 
Topeon  continent ;  and  the  diwasa  of  which  we  are  speaMng,  when 
once  introduced,  would  readily  be  kept  up,  partly  by  its  oootagioui 
character,  principally  perhaps  by  the  food  aRd  personal  habits  m  the 
peo))Ie.  In  the  rest  of  Europe,  it  has  gradually  disappeared,  in  coa« 
aequfioce  of  the  progressive  inoprovement  in  tiie  ini»des  ttf  living  a« 
jaong  evevv  class  of  societyi 

'*  The  ravages  comnoitted  by  the  small-pox  in  Ic^nd  have  beea 
euch  as  to  r(?nder  this  disease  impArtaat  even  in  tlie  poiitioal  history 
«f  tfie  inland.  Introduced  from  the  continent  at  difereiit  periods, 
and  these  in  general  distant  from  each  other,  it  has  spread  vapidlvt 
and  under  its  most  virulent  form  :  producing  etfeets  almost  unex* 
ampled  in  the  history  of  this  dreadffil  disease.  The  most  remark- 
able  instance  of  this  kind  occurred  in  lt07  ;  dumog  which  j^ear  the 
jmortality  amounted,  according  to  the  most  accurate  estimate,  to  a- 
bout  16,000  souls ;  more  than  a  fourth  part  of  the  whole \populatiea 
of  the  country  at  that  period.  Several  similar  instances  ave  record* 
/•d  in  the  history  of  Iceland,  though  none  attended  with  effects  se 
lextepsively  disastrous*  A  few  years  ago,  the  viiocine  matter  was  in* 
traduced  into  the  island  Ivom  Denmark  ;  but  owing  to  the  suiatlBesi 
of  the  population,  and  ite  dispersion  pver  so  wide  a  sur&ce,  this  was 
soon  lost  again  ;  and  at  the  tame  of  eur  arrival,  we  Ibuad  the  prac- 
tice of  inoGulation  entirelv  suspended*  In  the  cantemplation  eithis 
circumstance,  we  had  taken  out  with  us  a  few  vaccine  crusts,  with 
the  design  of  recommending  the  method  lately  proposed  by  Mr  Bryce. 
Almost  immediately  en  our  arrival,  we  inoculated  several  children  at 
Eeikiavik,  and  afterwards  in  other  parts  of  the  country ;  aad  having 
a  communication  with  the  landphysicus  on  ^the  subject,  we  had  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing,  before  we  returned  to  Britain,  chat  the  vaccine 
crust  had  Ibund  its  way  into  every  part  of  the  island.  The  adoption 
of  the  plan  of  inoculating  from  the  erust  will  doubtless  secure  to  the 
inhabitanta  a  permanent  eontimianee  of  this  Weasing. 

**  The  iceuinders  have  oecasionally  suferod  rau^  from  the  roes* 
ales,  as  well  «8  from  the  small-pox ;  the  epidemic  being  attended  vifh 
inflaamiaCi^  a^^ectioas  of  the  ch^st.  la  1797,  six  hundred  people 
were  carried  off  by  this  disease. 

**  Sypbiiis  cannot  be  said  to  exist  in  Iceland.  Shigle  eases  have 
aometimes  occurred  (rem  communication  with  foreigner* ;  but  the 
disease  baa  always  been  intercepted  bdbre  it  made  any  progress  in 
.the  country. 

"  y^orp.  is  an  almost  universal  complaint  in  Iceland,  appearing  in- 
discriminately among  all  classes  of  the  inhabitants.  No  discredit  is 
attached  to  it,  nor  does  it  seem  that  any  means  of  cure  are  attempt- 
i^d,  tiiough  the  most  efficacious  remedy  exists  in  so  much  abundance 
^n  the  country. 

"  Inflammatory  visceral  affections  are  very  common  among  the 

Icelanders.     The  variable  nature  of  the  climate,  and  the  conitsot 

t^fiyiMXQ  to  wet  and  cold  which  is  incurred  in  the  occupation  of  fiA* 
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ing,  give  a  itrong  leadency  to  pulmonarj  complaints ;  and  out  of  th« 
anoual  number  m  deaths  in  tlie  island,  a  very  lari^e  proportion  ara 
refermUe  to  this  cause.  This  faet  was  ascertained  from  the  examine 
ation  of  certain  statistical  registers,  which  are  annually  drawn  up  by 
the  priests  of  the  several  parishes,  and  transmitted  to  the  Bishop  of 
ReiKiavik.  In  these  pulmonary  attectiont,  and  especially  in  cases  ot* 
phthisis,  the  Lichen  islandicus  is  much  employed  by  the  natives  i 
and  possesses  a  reputation  among  them,  which  the  experience  of  ita 
effects  in  other  countries  would  scarcely  seem  to  warrant.  As  a 
demulcent  remedyy  however,  it  probably  in  some  degree  alleviates 
the  symptoms,  and,  as  an  article  of  diet  in  such  cases,  its  use  may 
certainly  be  advants^eous. 

**  Inflammatory  auctions  of  the  abdominal  viscera  are  likewise  very 
common  among  tne  Icelanders;  chiefly  perhaps  in  consequence  of  the 
peculiar  nature  of  the  diet  to  which  they  are  accustomed.  It  is  pos* 
sible  ^Iso  diat  a  disposition  may  be.  given  to  these  complaints  by  the 
treatment  of  the  children  in  their  early  infancy.  A  motlier  in  Iceland 
seldom  suekles  her  child ;  but  nourishes  it,  from  the  time  of  its  birth, 
with  cow's  or  sheep's  milk,  which  the  infant  sucks  from  a  piece  oT 
moistenecl  rag,  or  a  sponge*  Where,  from  extreme  poverty,  or  other 
circumstaoces,  mitk  cannot  be  obtained,  a  little  fish  or  flesh  meat» 
rofled  up  in  doth  and  linen,  and  put  into  the  infant's  mouth,  is  the 
substitute  most  commonly  employed.  The  (iiet  of  the  Icelanders 
likewise  gives  much  disposition  to  worma;  and  tiie  ascarides  are  ob* 
served  to  be  particularly  frequent. 

^  The  climate  and  tne  occupations  of  tbe  people,  particnbrly  that 
of  fishing)  render  rheumatic  attections  very  common.  It  is  said  that 
gout  also  occasionally  occurs ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  is 
not  some  modi^cation  of  rheumatism  which  obtains  this  name. 

**  Hypochondriasis  is  a  frequent  compUint  among  the  natives  of 
Iceland;  induced  probably  by  the  physical  circumstances  of  their  si- 
tuation, and  the  long  confinement  to  thetr  habitations,  which  is  ne<i- 
cesaary  during  the  winter  season.  Yet  the. general  temperament  of 
the  Icelanders  does  not  appear  to  be  a  melancholic  one ;  and  the  vi^^ 
Tacity  of  their  manner  frequently  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  tlie 
wretchedness  which  their  extern^  condition  displays. 

**  Besides  the  diseases  which  have  ahready  been  noticed,  I  had  the 
opportunity,  vi^htle  hi  Iceland,  of  seeing  cases  of  epilepsy,  hysteria, 
amenorrbe&a,nienorrhagia,  asthma,  icterus,  &c.  Nocaseof  idiopalhic 
fever,  either  intermittent  or  continued,  occurred  to  my  observation* 
With  respect  to  intermittents,  liowever,  I  was  informed  that  they  oc- 
cadonafly  appear  among  the  inhabitants  under  a  well  marked  form  ; 
an  effect  no  doabt  of  the  vast  extent  of  bogs  and  marshy  ground^ 
which  are  found  even  in  the  most  populous  districts  of  the  islands 

'*  A  singular  complaint  remains  to  be  noticed,  the  effects  of  whicb^ 
though  limited  to  a  small  spot,  are  eminently  disastrous  as  far  as  they 
extend.  This  is  the  disease,  called  ginklqfe  by  the  Icelanders ;  the 
tetanus  or  trismus  neonatorum  of  medical  writers ;  which  invades  chil- 
dicB  at  a  very  early  age,  and  akooU  invariaUy  proves  fatal  in  its  evenW 
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It  occurs  very  rarelj,  if  at  all,  on  the  mainland  of  Iceland;  but  ts  con- 
lined  principally  to  the  group  of  islands,  called  Weatmann-Eyar,  si- 
tuated on  the  southern  coast,  of  whidi  a  description  has  already  been 
given  in  the  Journai,  p.  258.  The  population  of  Heimaey,  which  is 
the  only  one  of  these  islands  that  is  inhabited,  does  not  amount  at 
present  to  200  souls,  and  is  almost  entirely  supported  by  migration 
from  tbe  mainland;  scarcely  a  single  instance  having  been  known, 
during  the  last  twenty  years,  of  a  child  surviving  tbe  period  of  infan- 
cy. Daring  a  great  part  of  the  year,  the  island  is  wholly  inaccessible 
in  consequence  of  storms,  curreuts,  and  the  nature  of  the  coast  The 
inhabiunts  are  therefore  left  almost  solely  to  their  own  resources. 
Tlieir  chief  article  of  food  is  tbe  sea-fowl,  called  the  Fulmar,  which 
they  produce  in  vast  abundance  ;  using  the  eggs  and  flesh  of  the  bird, 
and  salting  the  latter  for  their  winter  food.  The  destructive  effect 
upon  the  fishery  around  these  islands,  by  the  great  volcanic  eruptions 
in  1783,  has  before  been  mentioned.  Of  vegetable  food  the  inhabit- 
ants have  none,  and  there  are  only  a  few  cows  and  sheep  on  the  isUnd. 

'*  life  distressing  consequences  of  this  disease  led  the  Danish  go- 
vernment to  give  an  official  direction  to  the  landphysicus  of  IceUnd, 
to  visit  the  Westmann  Islands,  for  the  purpose  of  investigating  its  na- 
ture and  causes.  This  gentleman  went  Over  to  the  islands  during  the 
summer  of  1810,  and  remained  three  weeks  on  the  spot  Though  he 
did  not  himself  see  a  case  of  the  disease,  he  obtained  aD  the  principal 
facts  connected  with  it  from  the  priests,  and  those  of  the  mhabitants 
who  had  had  children.  The  symptoms  of  the  complaint  are  briefly 
these.  Very  soon  after  birth,  strabismus  and  rolling  of  Ihe  eyes  are 
observed;  subsultus  tendinum  occurs;  and  the  muscles  of  the  back 
are  often  drawn  together  and  stiffened,  evidently  by  Incipient  spasm. 
These  appearances  infallibly  denote  the  approach  and  event  of  the 
dif^ease.  Having  continued  during  a  period  varying  from  one  to  seven 
days  after  birth,  trismus  generally  comes  on,  sometimes  attended  by 
opisthotonos,  which  is  strictly  called  the  ^inklofe  ;  occasionally  with 
emprosthotonos,  to  which  the  name  of  klitms  is  given  by  the  natives. 
The  trismus  present  impedes  deglutition,  and  the  paroxysms  be- 
fcoming  more  violent,  the  infant  is  speedily  carried  offl  When  the 
rare  event  of  a  favou/able  termination  occurs,  it  is  portended  by  t 
cTitical  diarrhoea,  or  by  an  exanthematous  eruption,  with  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  meconium. 

"  The  following?  table,  which  includes  a  period  of  twenty-five  years, 
shows  the  mortality  consequent  upon  this  disease  in  the  Westmann 
Islands ;  and  exhibits  also  the  days  upon  which  death  has  happened. 

ChUdrcn.       1.    3,  14,  16,  22,  7/;,  IS,  18,  10.     2,     1.     1,     5,     I. 
Lived  iiay»,  8,     3,     4,     5,     g,     7,     S,     9,  10.  11,  12,  IS,  14,  21. 

"  }^  ^i^*  ^P  8»'en  from  this  table,  that  the  number  of  deaths  on  the 
7th  day  greatly  exceed  those  on  any  other;  and  also  that  they  are 
more  frequept  on  the  14th  day,  than  on  the  days  immedUtely  prece- 

fj?L'''^"u''^*"'^'''l*^  .  ^''^"™  ^'^^  proportion  which  these  caiesof  fa- 
w  event  bear  to  the  whole  popuUtion  of  the  island,  it  is  probable  that 
tew.  u  any,  in*iance«  of  recovery  have  occurred,  during  tbe  period 
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bcludcd  in  the  table.    No  mathodt  of  core  have  hitherto  heea  re« 
sorted  to  by  the  inhiibitaiit?. 

**  This  diseaae  is  well  known  to  prevail  iir  other  parts  of  the  world ; 
and  has  been  particularly  described  aa  it  appears  in  the  West  Indies, 
and  in  the  ishuad  of  Minorca.  *  It  exists  ano  in  Switzerland,  and  in 
some  northern  districts  of  Scotland ;  especially  in  the  bland  of  St 
Kilda,  the  inhabitants  of  which,  in  their  diet  and  mode  of  life,  much 
resemble  the  natives  ot  the  Westmann  Isfands.  The  exciting  causes 
are  involved  in  much  obscurity.  It  may  be  presumed,  however,  that 
they  must  vary  considerably,  when  the  disease  appears  in  countriea 
so  widely  different  with  respect  to  climate,  and  the  sitoacion  of  the 
inhabitanta.  Its  occurrence  in  the  Westmann  Islands  may  reason- 
ably be  supposed  to  have  some  connexion  with  the  extraordinary  diet 
of  the  natives ;  and  this  is  the  more  probable,  as  it  appears  that  the 
complaint  haa  been  mudi  more  frequent,  since  their  fishery  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  volcanic  eruptions  iD  178S.  Independently  of  any  ef- 
fect which  the  peculiarity  of  the  mother's  constitution  may  have  up* 
on  her  ofispring,  the  practice  of  giving  to  the  infisnt  a.  strong  and  oily 
animal  food  almost  immediately  after  birth,  wiil  necessarily  create  ir- 
ritatioD  in  the  bowels,  and  dispose  to  spasmodic  a&cttbns;  Dr  Elog, 
in  aoflw  remarks  he  gave  me  on  this  subject  attributes  much  Co  the  ef^ 
fects  of  the  sea  air,  and  of  a  moist  atmosphere  t  but  had  these  causes 
any  considerable  influence^  we  might  expect  that  the  disease  would 
be  more  frequent  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  than  is  actually  found 
to  b<  the  case. 

*'  The  age  which  the  Icelanders  ttsuallyattain,  presents  nothing  very 
remarkable  in  either  extreme.  From  the  table  of  population,  given 
in  A  preceding  pert  of  tliis  volume,  it  appears  that,  in  1801,  when  the 
Bumber  of  inhabitants  was  47.207,  there  were  41  persons  between  the 
ages  of  90  and  100 :  445  between  80  and  90 ;  and  1698  between  70 
and  80.  Tlie  number  of  females  was  25,371 ;  of  males,  only  21,746. 
The  longevity  of  the  females  exceeds  considerably  that  of  the  males ; 
owing  no  doubt  to  their  less  exposure  to  the  severities  of  labour,  and 
the  hardships  of  the  climate.  Of  the  41  persons  between  90  and 
100,  35  were  females ;  of  those  between  80  and  90,  285  were  fe* 
Hialea;  while  the  number  of  males  was  not  more  than  158.  A  com- 
parison of  facts  would  probably  pnrve,  that  ^be  longevity  of  the  Ice- 
landers rather  exceeds,  than  falls  short  of,  the  average  obtained  from 
the  continental  nations  of  Europe. 

"  The  loelandevs  are  in  general  of  a  tall  stature;  arising,  however, 
rather  from  the  length  of  the  spine,,  than  of  the  limbs :  the  head  is 
of  the  middle  size :  the  countenance  open :  the  complexion  exceed- 
ingly fair,  and,  among  the  women,  often  very  florid.  The  hair  is 
almost  universally  of  a  light  colour,  and  seldem  curled.  Corpulency 
ia  rarely  observed  among  the  natives  of  the  island. " 


•   See  the  works  of-Hiltitry,  Cbl'^holTn,  mnd  Clarke,  oo  the  diseaiet  oC  tLt  We^ 


(    208    )  Ipril 

PART  IL 

CRITICAL    ANALYI^IS. 


TransBctiimtf  the  Medical  SoeiefyrfL^ndom,   W6LL   Fmth 
Lofadon^  iaiO.    ppf.  9M. 

"^LTEDidAt  science  is  indebted  to  the  Society  of  Bolt-Court  for 
-^^-■-  six  Volumes  of  Memoirs.  Owing  we  oeiieve  to  some  uo- 
ibrtunate  schism  amongst  its  members,  their  publication  was  sus- 
pended I  but  the  volume  now  befofe  us  is  a  proof,  thai  the  atlen<* 
lion  of  the  society  is  a^^  directed  to  the  proper  eb^ed  of  iu 
institution.  To  the  prmted  seleetion  of  the  papers  presented  to 
it,  the  tide  of  IVansactians  is  now  given ;  and  it  is  proposed  ttf 
fuUidi  M  more  rwular  intervak  thaa  hereto&f^^ 

The  articles  in  the  prMnt  part  are  ncftterymMcMlM^  iMdif 
Is  unnecessary  to  class  them.  The  first  is  on  MeiiM  TIftkMd* 
fyi  from  the  teamed  itecretary,  JiMti  Mason  Good,  Esq.  It 
evinces  consxdcrabte  knowled^  of  ton^^s,  in  ^jpcisin^  th^  bar- 
barous and  incongruous  dentations  of  oifr  tfiedlc^  lioid'encla- 
ttire ;  and  contemplates  the  sources  of  its  impurity  and  perplexi- 
iy»  under  the  following  heads — 

'*  Fin^  the  tntemixtare  of  diflerent  tongues  that  have  M  bxiAf 
or  dialectic  uaion«  Secondly,  the  want  of  a  cdmoion  princlple  ia  ifae 
origin  or  appropriation  of  terms.  Thirdly,  the  introdnctionof  ava* 
rietf  of  nielMs  synonymef,  or  .the  adoption  of  dtfieieot  words  by  dif- 
ferent writers  to  express  the  same  idea.  FolirtUy^  impreeisioa  in  tlis 
vseof  the  sametems.  FiftMf»  annonecessarycoinafeof  iiewtennt 
spon  a  coinage  of  new  aystedv." 

But  Mr  Good  goes  ftirther;  he  has  attettipted  to  reform  our 
nomenclature,  according  to  general  principles.  Those  selected 
by  him  art — 

1.  To  discard,  as  much  as  possible,  equivocal  terms,  or,  where 
this  cannot  be  done,  to  affix  a  precise  meaning  lo  each,  and  to 
use  it  in  diat  sense  only. 


f •  To  cmtie  ••  few  otw  wonk  ••  ponMet  md  MMiig  i^vo* 
njmjm  terns  «ov  an  use,  to  Mkct  one,  «ad  use  k  exchlrfvely. 

8.  To  limit  our  UngiMge,  «  oiuch  as  possible,  to  one  soureef 
ifaeGradc 

Lsstfar*  To  par  o  sorapdous  oMeotion  to  die  sense  kk  isUck 
we  coipl0y  ifttt  afflud,  «ad  suAxed  particles^  which  are' used  in 
mwpeiiori  terms  to  enprssi  the  peeidiar  quality  of  the  disease^ 
dcAoted  by  the  theme  or  radical.  Attetit¥>n  to  this  rale  is,  in 
tt^  opiauon  of  Mr  Oood,  absolutely  necessary  to  a  due  wmplicky 
Aod  preaisian  hi  onr  nomenclature  i  and  in  conformitv  with  it, 
hut«  aa  we  shai  see,  in  direct  opposition  to  his  seerad  rule,  be 
si^^geals  <be  MIowiag  i«|pdntieos,  upon  which  his  nomendaturo 
MAsnstructed. 

**  1.  Let  die  partide  a  («)  expi^ess  alone  the  id^  of  letal  pma- 
lioB  i  w  in  amentia^  agalacth,  ^mtnorrhasa. 

^  £.  Let  tfyi  (ivf)  express  alone  the  idea  of  4eficvency,  as  its  ori« 
fin  ipM  or  X^  nieil  naturaly  imports,  and  as  we  find  it  eqiployed  tp 

~eais  in  ^Ippf-pwnsy  4j^  ctaesfa,  and  dus-phagia. 
8.  As  an  opposite  te  d^,  let  en  (frj  be  empteyed  as  an  augmen« 
f€  particle,  as  weha«eittn  ra-^rsi^V,  en4eleckia,  and  en^trgeUe* 
Mnm^0L  eften,  indeed,  a  medieal  compound,  nor  do  I  recollect  its 
j>eixig  employed  in  mpce  Iban  two  instances ;  joi^cepluthm^  in  which  it 
Jbss  |||e  sense  of  mtmar  (a  word,  iedeadt  that  has  ineen  long  Miing 
intQ  4iause]b  '•od  en-mtm^  in  which  it  tmpsiFis  egccess,  and  u  coose- 
iQuently  used  as  now  i«ceounended.  Thus  restricted,  99  end  ht  wilt 
have  the  force  of  iwn^  and  nmm,  jbut  wiU  he  far  mose  maoageaUe  in 
the  fonontictn  of  .oompouads. 

<*  4.  Let  <^a  (fcy^*)  he  reatrfined  to  express  the  idea  of  aimp^s 
morbid  affection  in  an  orj^an,  synonymously  with  the  X^atio/Kuob,  or 
the  herh  of  the  Arabians* 

**  5.  Let  UU  (itk)  express  alone  the  idea  pf  inflammatory  |icti^« 
as  in  cephtdUiSf  gastritiSf  nephHtis. 

**  €•  Let  algia  («Ay««)  express  idpne  the  idea  of  pain  or  ache;  .to 
the  haairfunent  of  such  useless  synonyms  be  odune  and  coitoi  or  copufm 

**7*  Let  fhmgia  ^from  jb^vw  rumpo)  he  coohned  to  express  a  pre« 
tematofial  ^ux  of  Mofd. 

^  A.  heirkaa  {Ibem  UmHuo)  escpress  a  priatematurai  flut  of  any 
eftivluod.'' 

As  a  test  of  die  practicability  ^d  adr^ntage  of  theiie  prioci^ 
j^,  Mr  Good  has  subjoined  a  table,  i^  Wiioi  they  are  ffgplic}! 
to  the  combination  of  a  dozen  of  xaaical?  ,v|^i  ei^  p^idos. 

We  inust  confess,  that  after  nil  that  Mr  Gopd  has  ;said  ja 
favour  pf  hi^  nomepclature^  jH>twithstandiqg  jxs  ingenuity  fnd 
j)repossesstng  siniplicUy,  it  ^eepis  to  us  exp<^ed  to  ip^urmomt" 
able  ot^tiqns,  both  geneinM  ftpd  i^cjal.  We  4^  ncft  thi^k 
npsplogicai  hu^age  pm  he  adsMtag^u^j^^onQcd^ipon  my 

foil  Till.  yo.  SO,  o 
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general  principles,  botb  on  account  of  the  number  oF  new  terms 
which  must  necessarily  be  created,  and  of  the  equally  unavoid* 
able  connexion  of  these  with  hypothesis.    The  successful  intro- 
duction of  a  scientific  nomenclature  into  cfaemibtry,  has  been 
quoted  as  an  argument  in  support  of  a  reform  of  tnat  of  medi- 
cine.    But,  in  this  respect,  tnese  sciences  are  totally  dissimilar. 
Diseases  are  not,  like  objects  of  chemistry,  fixed  and  determin- 
ate in  regard  to  hpecinc  characters,  but  incapable  of  aoaiyas 
into  essential  constituents,  and  constantly  suffi^rtnff  oneertaia 
changes.     Hence,  in  every  attempt  at  a  general  reform  of  me^ 
dical  nomenclature,  hypothesis  has  been,  and  roust  necessarily 
be  deeply  concerned.     We  might  prove  this,  from  the  changes 
proposed  by  almost  every  systematic  writer;  but  we  shall  content 
ourseLves  with  one  of  the  latest  and  most  arrogant  in  his  preten- 
sions.    What  then,  we  would  ask,  has  medical  science  gained 
by  Pinel's  new  nomenclature  of  febrile  diseases  ?     Is  Angicttenic 
less  objectionable  than  inflammatory ;  Heningo-gastric  than  bi- 
lious ;  Adenoment7igic  than  pituitous ;   Adynamic  than  putrid ; 
Ataxic  than  malignant ;  or  Adenonervma  than  the  plague  of  the 
Levant  ?     But  the  evil  is  palpable.     These  innovations  have  ren- 
dered his  writings,  and  those  of  his  followers  less  intelligible  to  the 
rest  of  the  profession.     Indeed,  every  reform  obliges  us  to  Icam 
a  new  language,  which  can  never  supersede  the  necessity  of  be- 
ing intimate  with  those  already  in  use ;  for  the  progress  of  medi* 
cine  never  has  been  so  rapid,  that  the  study  even  of  the  earliest 
authors  can  be  generally  dispensed  with. 

Upon  Mr  Good's  nomenclature  we  shall  only  observe,  that  of 
the  seventy  compound  terms  in  his  table,  no  less  than  fifty-nine 
are  new,  and  that,  upon  his  principles,  thcsame*name  is  often  ap- 

!>licable  to  very  different  diseases,  and  different  names  are  equal- 
y  applicable  to  the  same  diseases.  Liflammation,  pain,  swelling 
increased  discharge,  arc  not  only  not  incompatible  with  ^ach  o- 
ther,  but  commonly  are  blended  in  such  various  proportions  that 
it  is  impossible  to  select  one  as  peculiarly  characteristic  of  the  dis- 
ease; and  if  at  one  time  it  should  be  most  prominent,  it  seldom 
continues  so  through  the  whole  progress  of  the  disease.  Olagra^ 
otitis^  otalgia^  and  oUrrkcea^  are  all  at  times  applicable  to  Earache. 
Anopia  is  equally  the  denomination  for  cataract,  amaurosis,  cali- 
go  cornese,  and  staphyloma,  as  in  all  vision  is  destroyed.  Dy^ 
^ntei'ia^  to  which  he  has  affixed  the  common  meaning  of  the 
term,  should,  in  Mr  Good's  system,  designate  no  specific  disease, 
but  denote,  widiout  any  reference  to  the  cause  or  concomitant 
symptoms,  every  degree  of  costiveness  less  than  his  Anenteria^ 
absolute  constipation.  Again,  enenteria  he  gives  as  a  synonynie 
of  #1io%^Vi/Tr»a,  and  enterrhcea  of  cholera ;  but  the  former  should 
an  increase  of  the  fecal  function,  and  Uic  latter 
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fixi  increased  intestinal  discharge,  not  of  blood,  and  should  of 
oourse  include  the  former,  and  many  other  diseases,  even  if  we 
virere  disposed  to  admit  that  increased  intestinal  discharge  was  the 
l>est  characteristic  of  cholera.  In  the  same  manner,  Urirrhoem 
is  improperly  restricted  to  purulent  urine,  and  Enuriq  to  involun- 
tary flux  of  urine:  the  former  should  include  cverv  preternatural 
flux  from  the  urinary  organs,  and  the  latter  should  be  appropri- 
ated to  increased  Aux  of  urine.  But  there  is  no  end  of  special 
objections.  They  will  suggest  themselves  to  everv  one  who  con- 
siders the  subject :  At  the  same  time,  many  of  tne  observations 
in  this  essay  will  be  perused  with  pleasure. 

Art.  II.  Memoirs  of  the  late  WiUiam  HewsGn^  by  Dr  Lettsom* 
Art.  III.  History  of  fatal  efiects  from  the  accidental  use  of 
White  Leadf  by  Mr  Deering,  with  additional  remarks  by  Dr 
•Shearman. 

Tliis  communication  is  valuable  in  many  respects.  It  contains 
a  good  description  of  the  acute  effects  of  lead,  and  shows  the  im- 
portance of  an  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  effects  of  poisons^ 
a  I  id  the  necessity  of  overlooking  no  possible  source  in  our  search 
afler  them,  when  suspected; 

*•  On  the  2 1  ft  of  Odober  laft,  I  was  defired  to  vifit  Mrs  R.,  the  wife 
of  a  refpedable  tradefman  in  Alderfgate  Street,  who  complained  of  vio- 
lent pain  in  the  forobiculus  cordis,  with  gr^at  forenefs  of  the  epigaftrk: 
region  when  prefTed  upon.  She  had  voniited  a  coniiderable  quantity  of 
bilious  matter,  and  at  the  fame  time  her  bowels  were  conftipated :  the 
pulfe  was  caliD  and  irregular;  the  tongue  clean  and  moift;  and  there  was 
no  fymptom  of  fever  prtfent.  She  immediately  took  a  cathartic,  which 
operated,  and  an  opiate  in  the  evening.  The  following  morning,  the 
patient  appeared  relieved.  In  the  evening,  however,  the  pains  and  vomit- 
ing recurred,  and  thefe  fymptoms  continued  for  fome  fucceflive  days,  in 
fo  diftreifing  a  degree,  that  it  was  deemed  advifable  to  confult  the  fa- 
mily phyfician,  which  wds  done  on  November  4.  1808.  At  this  tirne^ 
thefe  fymptoms  continued,  as  already  intimated,  without  any  appearance 
of  fever  I  and  hence  the  phyfician  was  induced  to  doiifxder  the  aiFec« 
tions  OS  of  a  rheun^atic  and  fpafmodic  nature. 

**  In  a  few  daye^  in  confequence  of  the  amendment  of  the  patient,  he 
difcontinued  his  vifit?).  In  about  a  week  after  this  period,  a  boy  in  the 
fame  family,  nearly  fix  teen  years  of  age,  was  feized  with  fymptoms  ex- 
actly iimilar  to  thofe  of  the  preceding  cafe;  andfimilar  remedies  afforded 
only  partial  relief^  till  at  length  he  was  removed  into  the  country,  and 
thereby  recovered  his  health. 

*•  A  week  after  the  attack  of  this  youth,  the  eldest  child,  a  boy  fi^ 
years  old.  was  alfo  feized  with  analogous  fymptoms ;  and,  the  mother 
having  relapfed  into  her  former  ftate,  the  phyfician  was  again  confulted 
on  the  19th  of  November.  At  this  time,  three  other  perfons  in  the  fa- 
mily laboured'  under  fimilar  affeAions  ;  and  fufpicions  were  now  enter- 
tained that  fome  poifonou*  fubftance  might  have  caufed  this  general  irt-» 
^pofition  of  the  family  j  but  after  minuic  inveHrgation,  ao  one  cireuA* 
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tance  wat  dl&ovened  to  coafirm  dm  fiifpicioii,  ior  lo  ckicidale  tbc  iborct 
of  fo  extenfive  n  ctlamky, 

^  Tbe  ficknefs  »nd  ptin  condoned  iUMib»ted  in  Mrs  R.  {  but  the  fooy 
titer  the  period  of  a  fortnight^  was  deemed  io  a  ftate  of  convalefcence  bj 
bia  phyfician»  who  difcontipned  his  attendance ;  he  was,  however,  fooa 
after  On  zed  with  conruliionsy  and  expired  within  a  few  hours.  Uoex* 
pected  and  ferere  as  this  (hoek  was,  Mrs  R.  afterwards  gradually  grew  3 
little  better.  She  had  hitherto  continued  to  fuckle  her  child,  which,  it 
being  fifteen  months  old,  fhe  was  advifed  to  wean :  to  this  fhe  reluftaot* 
iy  confented.  In  about  ten  days  afterwards,  the  ch3d  became  fomewhat 
coftive,  without  any  other  apparent  indiipofition ;  but  at  this  petiod  it 
was  feized  with  romiting  and  convulfions,  and  luddenly  eapired.  TKe 
unhappy  parent  now  experienced  a  return  of  her  complaints  ;  and,  under 
^  perfoafion  of  the  inefficacy  of  prdeflional  aid,  (he  was  prerailvd  upon 
to  confult  an  empfrie,  whole  attendance,  though  continued  to  the  nd 
of  the  year,  proved  unavailing;  and,  on  the  3d  of  January,  1809,  ftehad 
tfie  advice  of  Mr  Chevalier,  an  expenenoed  fuf;gaon,  who  canfidered  tbe 
^pMiient's  complaint  to  be  chronic  rheumatifm  (  and  by  the  nie  of  df  ft^is 
0f  warm  water,  oily  nnidlaginooi  mediciiies,  foaaentationt,  and  velhrato- 
Ties,  file  appeared  to  experience  more  rdief  than  at  any  period  fince  the 
iirft  attack :  But,  although  the  vomitin|r  and  ficknefs  were  Icfs  violent 
nad  frequent,  the  nain  and  forenefs  of  the  abdomen,  firft  complained  of, 
pever  entirely  fubiided  :  (he  was,  however,  able  to  fit  up  and  amufe  her- 
lelf  wi(h  a  little  needlework*  and  even  to  go  about  the  dome  (lie  cooccms 
^f  the  family;  and  Mr  Chevalier  had  propofed  to  pay  his  final  vifit  on  the 
31  ft.  On  the  morning  of  this  day,  (he  ro(e  at  ten  o'clock  ;  and  within 
the  fpace  of  an  hour  afterwards,  whild  (landing  near  the  dcflc  of  drawers, 
Hie  fuddcnly  excUimed,  **  I  am  dying  !  **  She  was  feized  with  convui* 
Sons,  which  continued  till  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  (he  expired. 

f*  On  the  fubfequent  day,  Mr  Chevalier,  whofe  anatomical  ikill  ts  well 
knowo,  examined  the  body  by  dKfeflion.  Neither  the  thoracic  and  ab- 
dominal  vifcera,  nor  the  brain,  upon  the  moft  minute  examination,  exhi- 
bited the  lead  appearance  of  difeafe ;  in  shortf  not  the  kaft  trace  could 
be  discovered  of  any  morbid  aSedion. 

**  With  refped  to  the  three  other  perfons  already  mentioned  4o  have 
been  indifpofed,  the  fervant  maid,  one  of  them,  was  conveyed  to  b<r 
Irieodsi  and  recovered.  A  filier^nlaw  of  Mrs  R»  alfo  recovered  ;  but 
the  third,  who  was  her  motber-an-law,  died,  after  lingering  under  difeale 
till  March. 

•*  Thefedrcumftanees  having  been  curforily  communicated  to  the  Me- 
dical Society,  Dr  Adams,  Dr  Hamilton,  and  Mr  Lawrence^  were  li- 
quefied to  vifit  the  houfe  of  this  unfortunate  family,  and  to  endeavour 
to  afpertain  the  cau(e  of  the  calamity.  Every  culinary  article,  and  iV.e 
whole  ppemifes,  were  accurately  examined,  but  without  its  Iradiqg  to  art 
difcovery.  It  appeared,  indeed,  that  Mr  R.,  the  hufband  of  tbe  dfce^&c] 
lady,  had  purchaled  a  cafk  of  fugar  at  a  fale,  a  coofidciable  part  of  whicfi 
had  been  difpoftd  of  to  fome  friends  in  the  country,  who  had  iifc  ^  Jt 
without  inconvenience  ;  and  hence  no  fufjjidon  was  entertained  of  il»4 
nrtick^  having  produced  the  fatality  in  Mr  k.'s  family. 

«  la  this  ftate  of  uncertainty,  Or  I^aird^anOtfacr  member  of  the  MeJi^ 
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eil  Society^  Ttfited  the  hoofe  i  aii(!»  on  cxaRdninr  tli«  calk  wtitcb  Had 
contained  the  fugar,  he  obferifed  a  white  ponder  adhering  to  rCs  inner  htm 
ftcf ,  iiid  whidiy  on  being  hnted  hj  the  blow-^ff^  Ott  charcoal,  affiirded 
globulei  of  lead  hi  riie  meti^Ne  ftau.  ^ 

In  Dr  Shearman's  remarks  he  details  Mother  ifistftifcSe  of  cli# 
fatal  efiects  of  lead,  which  fell  under  his  own  obs^r^dtion,  and  in 
which  he  aatisfactorilv  traced  the  soarce  to  a  criminal  adulter»- 
tion  of  geneva,  seised  by  the  excise  offlcersi  with  sugar  of  lea^^ 
by  an  officer  of  the  Kin|ps  revenue,  in  order  to  enfaarice  its  price 
a  few  sbUiinffs  a  gallon,  a  practice  which  was  carried  on  to  sucli 
an  extent,  Uiat  he  purdiased  28  pounds  of  sugar  of  lead  at  ^ 
time.  We  r^ret  tliat  he  has  not  informed  us  of  the  punish^* 
ment  which  fallowed  the  perpetration  of  socb  an  act  Tht 
syroptoai9  are  briefly  described  in  the  fioUowing  paragraph 

^  Very  maay  people,  chieiy  iduHtf,  and  a  greater  pref«rtion  of  thtit 
nea,  cx»mplaiiied  of  oceafional  vfoleift  colle  pdni,  ehitiy  eecurriag  after 
ncak,  attended  with  an  obiltaace  eoftlveaeft  |  and  akhoogh  thefe  fyiiif^ 
toms  were  for  a  ttaie  rrfieted  by  the  ule  of  p«rg«ti¥ei  and  othnr  BieaMi» 
they  aloMift  untvetfaUy  recurred*  The  progress  of  the  diieaHf,  even  ia 
thofe  cafes  where  it  atttiaed  its  utmoft  Woieflfceb  ^^M  io  almoft  eterjr  sa- 
ftaoce  fo  infidious  and  fo  ibw,  as  to  leave  as  tmappreheofife  of  iu  umt 
charaaer ;  whkfa,  however,  was  at  length  bvoerghi  to  light. " 

Art.  iVi  History  0f  a  Case  resembling  HydrMhobia  Jrom  ike 
Bite  of  a  Cat,  ly  Joshua  Dixon,  M.  D-^  of  Whttdiaven. 

The  remarkable  circumstances  in  this  ease  are,  that  there 
^^ss  no  reason  to  entertain  any  suspicion  (hat  the  eat  which  ht- 
flirted  the  wound  suffered  actual  madness,  and  that  tht*  »yinp* 
toms  of  die  cKsease  immediately  succeeded,  the  subject  of  it  (a 
young  lady  eighteen  years  of  age)  being  surprised  and  alarmed 
by  seeing  a  concourse  of  people  pursuing  a  mad  dog  74  days  a& 
terwards.  The  bodydoes  not  appear  to  have  been  examined  by 
dissection  ;  but  Dr  I>ixon  has  added  the  notes  of  another  case, 
which  he  saw  treated  by  Dr  CuUen  in  the  clinical  ward  of  £din«> 
faurghy  whidi  was  dissected. 

**  From  an  accurate  examkiation  of  the  body  after  death,  it  appeared 
that  the  colour  of  its  whole  furface  was  remarkably  brown,  and  that  of 
the  nails,  with  fome  parts  of  the  arms,  had  afTumed  a  livid  bur.  Within 
the  cranium  nothing  extraordinary  could  be  difcavered.  The  choroid 
plexus  was  rather  paler,  and  the  fuperficial  veins  were  a  little  diftcnded 
with  blood.  The  fauces,  afophagus,  and  parts  adjacent,  were  in  a  na- 
tural ftate  ;  but  the  effeds  of  inflammation  were  apparent  in  the  hmgs. 
In  the  right  auricle  of  the  heart  was  found  a  hirge,  foft,  whitiA,  and 
loofely  a&ermg  polypus ;  and  in  the  Wt  ventricle  a  fmaUer  fubftance,  fi- 
«iUar  to  a  coti^on  of  infpiirated  blood.  The  ftomach  contained  a  Iktle 
iTiucu^  and  two  round  worms.    Several  portions  of  the  larger  lateftines 
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!were  contracted^  and  their  coats  a  little  thickened.     The  pancreas  ap- 
peared  redder  than  ufual.     All  the  other  parts  were  perfe^ly  natural. 

Art.  V.  Reflections  on  the  indiscriminate  ij\e  ftf  Mncuriol 
Preparations  in  Medicine,  by  Dr  W.  Falconer  of  Bath.  For 
the  general  animadversions^  we  must  refer  to  the  paper  itself. 
The  following  fact  is  worth  quoting. 

**  Inftances  of  the  ill  efFe£^8  even  of  the  external  application  of  mer- 
cury, are  fometimes  found  in  the  ufc  of  what  are  called  quickfiWcr  gir. 
(dies,  which  are  often  worn  for  the  itch,  efpecially  by  females  of  the  low- 
er rank,  as  being  cleanlier  and  more  free  from  fetor  than  a  fulphureoii?  ap- 
plication.    Many  of  thefe  cafes  have  been  admitted  into  the  Bath  Hof- 
pital.     The  general  fymptoms  were  a  degree  of  general  weaknefs  ap- 
proaching  to  palfy,  great  pain  and  tremor  in  t!ie  limbR,  and  often  violent 
fieadach.     It  is  worth  remarking,  that  an  inflance  lately  occurred  tn  the 
Bath  Hofpital  of  the  symptoms  that  difHnguiOi  the  poifon  of  lead,  par- 
ticularly the  lofs  of  tone  in  the  muscles  of  the  wriils,  appearing  in  cod- 
fequence  of  the  ufe  of  a  mercurial  ointment  for  the  itch.     Something  of 
this  iund  had  been  noticed  in  Sir  George  Baker's  excellent  Diflt^rta- 
lions  I  but  it  feems  doubtful  if  he  underitood  that  fuch  fyniptoms  had 
taken  pbice  from  the  external  application  of  that  mineral.     As  mercury 
is  well  known  to  pervade  the  fkin,  it  is  poffible  it  might  introduce  the 
poifoo  of  lead,  with  which  metal  it  is  often  adulterated,  into  the  fyllea, 
which,  without  fuch  a  conductor,  would  nQt  have  found  its  way.  " 
,     Art,  VI.     On  tlie  Staphyloma,  Hydrophthalmia,  and  Carci- 
noma of  the  Eye.     By  James  Ware,  Esq.  F.  R.  S.  A.     The  ti- 
-tle  of  this  communication  is  sufficient  to  recommcnc;  it  to  the 
attentive  perusal  of  tlie  profession.     In  the  first  part,  Mr  Ware 
objects  to  Janin's  and  Richtcr's  method  of  treating  staphyloma, 
by  butter  of  antimony,  and  to  Scarpa's  method  of  evacuating 
tlie  contents  of  the  eye,  through  an  opening  made  by  removirg 
a  small  portion  only  of  the  projecting  cornea,  and  describes  mi- 
nutely his  own  method,  by  cutting  away  all  the  fore  part  of  the 
eye,  including  the  iris.      The  advantages  of  this  ipethod  are 
.strongly  contrasted  with  the  failure  of  the  others,  by  its  havinj; 
xiniformjy  succeeded  in  a  considerable  number  of  cases,  durinc 
a  practice  of  more  than  thirty  years. 

The  next  part  of  this  paper  is  on  hydr ophthalmia,  which  our 
author  proposes  to  change  tp  exophthalmia,  as  denoting  an  er- 
largemcnt  of  the  whole  eye,  and  not  an  increase  of  the  «»queoii8 
humour  in  particular.  By  the  way,  we  may  observe,  tliat  in  Mr 
jGood's  nomenclature,  this  disease  would  be  correctly  denomir.Jii- 
ed  enophthalmta,  a  term  which  that  technological  reformer  has 
given  as  synonymous  with  staphyloma.  The  diagnosis  of  l«}- 
drophthalmia  is  difficult.  It  is  necessary  to  ascertain  whether  ihert 
.  be  a  morbid  enlargement  of  one  particular  part  only,  or  of  ail  il.e 
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different  parts  of  the  eye,  or  the  formation  of  an  adventitious 
boiiy  witlHn  the  eye,  or  only  a  protrusioiO  of  the  eye  in  conse- 
quence of  a  body  behind  it.  Mr  Ware  describes  the  treatment 
proper  in  each,  illustrated  by  apposite  cases. 

Tbe  last  subject  treated  of  in  this  excellent  essay  is  carcimh- 
ma  of  the  eye,  a  disease  peculiar  to  adults^  tisftrnpis  fuematodesp 
"wbich  has  been  so  ably  illustrated  by  Mr  Wardrop,  and  on 
which  Mr  Ware  also  makes  some  valuable  remarks,  is  to  young 
persons.  It  is  consolatory  to  learn  from  Mr  Ware,  that  a]thouji;a 
Lc  has  sometimes  failed,  yet  he  has  several  times  extirpated  car- 
cinomatous eyes  with  success,  and  therefore  his  minute  descrip- 
tion of  tbe  steps  of  the  operation  is  the  more  valuable. 

Art  VI  I.  Case  of  extensive  Suppuration  of  the  Liver ^  with  ap^ 
praranees  resembling  ascites^  and  which  terminated  JavonreMj/.  By 
Air  John  Burns  of  Ghisgow.  In  this  case,  the  pus  was  evacuated 
by  taptHng  the  liver  in  tbe  usual  way,  and  six  pounds  were  drawn 
«fr.  The  swelling  commenced  again,  but  not  to  half  its  former 
size,  protruded  at  tiie  umbilicus,  burst,  discharged  two  pounds 
of  pus,  and  the  patient  recovered,— an  oozing  of  pus  from  the 
aperture  gradualfy  ceasing  in  the  course  of  a  fortnight. 

Art.  ViII.  Observatiofis  on  the  Hare4ipj  by  Isaac  Rand  of 
Boston,  New  England.  Mr  R^nd  successfully  operated  on  three 
cases  of  hare-iip,  two  in  infants  only  two  da^s  old,  and  one  of 
three  months ;  and  he  recomm^ds  the  pracuce  on  the  following 
grounds. 

"  The  advantages  that  accrue  from  performing  this  operation  at  so 
early  a  stage  of  life,  are  many. 

'*  Children,  for  some  days  after  birth^  seem  to  be  in  a  torpid  state, 
and  in  general  require  but  little  nourishment. 

'^  They  are  easily  managed,  and  make  no  opposition  during  the 
operation. 

'*  If  there  is  only  a  fissure  in  the  lip,  and  sometimes  when  there 
b  one  in  the  bones,,  imroediataly  aflcr  the  union  of  the  fissured  part 
of  the  lip,  tbe  child  is  capable  of  sucking,  by  which  the  chance  of 
surviving  the  infantile  state  is  increased. 

"  The  disagreeable  impression  upon  the  mother's  mind,  of  propa* 
gating  the  deformity  in  tlie  family  by  future  births,  Ia  removed. " 

The  editor  observed,  that  the  same  practice  is  reconimendedf 
for  similar  reasons,  in  the  fifth  volume  of  the  Memoirs  of  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Surgery  of  France.  But  we  have  heard  of 
a  case  which  terminated  fatally  in  consequence  of  irritation. 

Art  IX.  Histories  of  two  extraordinary  Cases f  by  W*  Norris, 
Esq.  Surgeon  to  the  Charterhouse.  The  first  is  that  of  a  lady  in 
whom  numerous  portions  of  the  skull  separated,  apparently  from 
an  increased  action  of  the  absorbents.  There  was  no  suspicion 
of  syphilis;  and  the  disease  seemed  to  have  beea  tlie  consequenco 
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0f  n  ftn«    All  «ngr«diig  jrlves  nn  BttveMt  Mte  of  (be  ringiikr 
sppettfBXic^  of  tb^  flkidl  aifter  death.    Tfa»  stolid  case  h  of  jtf/^ 
rrittiMiSy  depending  ixi  A  disease  df  the  pr6SM&  gTand.    Oar /i^a« 
ers  will  join  with  us  in  pmimg  the  pwpt^y  ind  deSta^  of  i^ 
cordifig  the  cifoinMttice^  in  a  feArn^  Uangasge. 
*  **  Qoidaitt  4d  fiie  teuit,  concJlJuih  ptfWnf^  ore  ihtfdlento,  fafrmi  iqaatida, 
ftlde  c^averofn^y  quein  in  prodiri  ewt  cre^rt,  carcefis  profugoio,  et  jt* 
ftiAtf  morBoituc-  e6itfumptaitf ,  vrx  dhmft  tttani  futtfiter^  p<5fte.    Uttfr^i^ 
a»rf6t1^  9^Hv»Aitm  l^mre  k  cfue^i»^«t,  ita  taintif,  ot  dotont  ntflld  pfK- 
crpjiD,  aifi  firdo  qvtidaiif  M  mintiiie  aicri  drcal  aniiAi  iSkttttttr,  nr  qmr 
pcirtr,,  paucis  ante  aietifibul  Iftiim  acceperat.     I(te  ddlbr  isgfottetr  ipfi 
liaudquaquaitt  in  eanfa  morbr  eirat ;  qoifpt  tanfotn  a  a«t  teen^gtflui  i» 
atpM  itatentionem-  itoddk.     Aftrmwit  «ero  tottm  M  ctN-pbri*  irtviitJiad^ 
H^ifi,  q^  eito  vhse  ipfi  finem  em  impolituFay  inmia  W^rem  amr  tribwfi- 
dan  tfle.    Suhito  nuhi  io  maet^ilEi  Tenit  ftare  corMl  homiDeih  difeiadvn 
et  iinpurum,  <|ai  inteaoperaMia  fua  m<»rbsuai  m  fe  traxeratti  idettfoe  ragaW 
auamdru  d^c  libidiDofa  cum  ^mihis  coiifueiodine  daiUlenlt.    Oaiithi  vay 
auia — et.  milii  admirationeiq  haud  levem  rnovit  ille,  qiu  rafpondk^  £»  motU 
6us  fuiffe  feinper  c^ffis  et  fobriis ;  atque  ifto»  quern  prius  menoraventy  ft 
qui  indies  magU  naa^ifque  ingravefccbat,^rorc,  intra  duoe  trefvc  rocofe* 
correptum  fidm^    ilifuin  vix  tenebam,  ciim  dudum  intelfrxl  homtnexn  an* 
Hum  ^rath  tfjfere  f^fagefirhum  feptfniuf^.     Cum  taRier>  io  ip£>  niLil  noa 
^i^  digfbudl  videbaiiS  narirji,  ibqo>fM,  raih!»  qualis  tibi  ?itas  Ant  ratio. 
He/pottdfc  afftnuitt  di«i  ViceOrnom  feitum  aiiatls  fu*  ft  uxorcm  primum 
dbirifr,  et  qtai  dufb  ilM  aafi  funt  fi^eri :  qui  ^^rb  ffioitoa  aTteriifi  fibi 
quadragefimo  jam  et  fexto  aetatis  anno  nuptam  effe  uxorem,  qua  ipfa  priuf 
If*  akM«e»  awriva  duo  Ifttemi  pepciwat,  ^  jam  trJtfa  ti%hita  artttoi  nata 
eft.     Ex  hac  porro,  inquit  jcgrotus,  dud  afteri  Mhf  ptocfez^  furtt  fefce- 
lif  «Ed  nuWquaifi  iMttiAi^  m  kt  v^he^e**  prtpeY^fitrfem  ftiffe,  ri^dcfm  in- 
fana  et  infatiabili  libidine  jierthotuiH,  ante  hoi  duoV  Aleftfirt,  quando  mt 
dha  hiac  et  tcte^rfihd  ^tt^pttxta  dft  ittoi*b  feffft  ;  ^ajtfa  via  tatati  eft  et 
>am  efiWcnata,  ut  expleri  nequeat ;  et  ad  coitum  cum  uxorc  tae  fiftgula 
l»«e,  quind^Jw  fttfem^  imo  vidlta  Atiniltrtqtiafh  imi^flat.     HSc  tcro 
€tt«  Hgfotittitm  meartf  priAj^ma  hlbofaM^fe  fc  ftHert  atigtirabar.  «  for- 
«w*i»alM  feit*^ifr)i6hirj  ia  tentrtfn  tter&^  piftflocirttdfibs  id  ab  fflo  q^sft* 
fivi.    Afiirniat  autem  fe  vix  in  IcAo  d^cdfebertcm  «?6fpirt  uxovii  coniia- 
g*w,  c^iiv,  tttrq^irtfi  (tlho  perdta^t,  ni  repetifanfr  vctt'erewi  tfi-ot^rSt,  neque 
unquam mfi  p1,?ho cottu  m  peragrtar:  fi^minja  &tA6tmmim6  potiai  togere 
q)wm  vblupta««  afficcre  vtfa  e». «  -       •  r  a 

^^  NtJttfe  ^te^rilied  tonic  Aie'cTfctnes;  the  tumour  increascdi 

?'  ^7}^U     X^^^'  ^^^  cff^liargc^  freely  a  gluUnous  sa- 

Tuou^  fltrJd    ^h:eh  M^  M.  is  indSri^  t6  ihitik  came  fro...  the  se- 

^  Jifiwd^Jioot,  by  Pr  N.  Smith  of  Hmoter^  JNortfi  AttWcT 
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If  cxperienoe  ihonld  eotifirm  the  Tirtaes  ascrit>ed  to  this  na- 
tive of  Cftnaihi,  H  wUI  praire  a  TaTcMliie  aiMftioti  fo  6ur  mate- 
ria,  as  it  is  one  of  the  spnng  ornaments  oF  our  gardens,  and  may 
be  easily  ctdttvat^  in  any  ^antify.  We  shalD  qaote  what  Dr 
Sontk  says  in  faTOar  of  it,  without  any  cSoonnefit. 

*^  The  medical  ▼irtnes  of  blood-root  are  very  conridenible.  It  H 
capable  of  making  a  very  strong  impreficioo  on  the  hd«an  system. 
The  dried  root)  poWerized  and  given  in  dotes  of  Ibnr  or  five  graias# 
generally  pokes  pretty  violently^  prodacmg  a  great  proscration  of 
strength  during  its  operation,  which  continues  for  some  time*  I  hav« 
not  ^served  it  to  operate  as  a  cathartic.  The  taste  is  acrid  and  ua« 
pleasant*  Tlie  pulwrized  root  taken  into  the  nose»  excites  sneeze 
hig,  tAA  produces  a  sense  of  heat  in  that  orgas.  It  also  acts  as  an 
estharotk  on  fnngocrs  flesh.  1  hate  cured  several  polypi  of  the  soft 
Ikid  lyy  iSbt  eontinned  use  of  it  as  a  snutfL 

'*  About  two  years  since,  I  learnt  from  some  source  or  other  that 
blood-root  had  been  giren  wMi  success  m  ca^s  of  haemoptysis ;  andp 
haviag  a  case  of  Aai  khkd,  imoie£ate)y  gave  it  a  trial,  llie  success 
was  beyond  my  expectation.  I  soon  tliooght  of  trying  it  in  cases  of 
eongt^  aiid  from  that  time  hare  beta  almost  in  the  daiTy  habit  of 
preserving  it  in  such  cases.  Fnms  more  than  two  years'  experience 
in  the  use  of  blood-root  in  affections  of  the  lungs  attended  with  cough. 
I  cannot  assert  what  has  been  asserted  of  foxglove,  that  it  will  cure 
a  confirmed  consumption ;  but  I  can  in  confidence  say,  thati  in  my 
opinion,  it  is  capable  of  doing  more  towards  preventing  that  fatU 
disease  than  any  one  remedy  I  have  ever  been  acquainted  with. 

**  I  have  given  blood-root  in  powder,  in  tincture,  and  in  simple  !n- 
fdoon ;  vdiich  last  is  the  better  mode  of  giving  it.  In  powder  it  o- 
perates  mcM  roughly,  and  spirit  does  liot  Sppear  to  extract  its  active 
principle  sufficiently.  When  I  give  it  for  a  coAigh,  if  the  syiSPpeoms 
are  tirgent,  1  begin  with  a  dose  sufficient  to  excite  puking ;  but  ge-^ 
nerally  endeavour  to  give  it  in  as  large  doses  as  can  be  borne  with* 
6Qt  diat  eflftct*  and  repeat  it  four  or  five  tinoes  each  day.  Where 
flfer^  is  great  irritation  and  a  constant  disposition  to  cough,  I  join  o^ 
pMn  Widi  it  Given  In  this  manner,  if  the  patient  has  not  a  con* 
limed  iiectic,  rt  gerrerallv  cures  the  cou^h. 

**  1  have  ^90  found  MOdd-foot  useful  in  cases  of  inflammatory 
fhcnnMtlBfn.  lit  that  disease  I  at  first  d[ve  it  so  as  to  puke,  and  then 
ceHtaone  it  in  smirtlev  Ati/t^ :  managed  In  this  way,  it  is  more  certain 
w  pvodtfce  a  diaphctresis  than  any  ether  emetic.  Blood  root  I  nn« 
dcmamtf  has  been  reeonsnMnded  in  eases  of  jaundice  in  the  disserta- 
tk>B  abeve  alloded  to  i  and  a  rery  respectable  phy^cian  Informed  me 
that  he  had  known  it  cnre  epilepsy. 

**  I  have  never  known  blood-root  ptodtee  any  lanhrg  bad  effects, 
}t  never  affecu  the  head  Itkt  the  foagbvei  aiKl  is  on  that  a^covrnt  4 
moch  safer  medi'qiae*  '\ 
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Art.  XI.  Dr  Fotlierglll,  late  of  Bath,  now  of  Philadelnhia, 
relates  a  case  of  2Vc  doul(mrcux^  which  has  resisted  all  medi€al 
trentment. 

Art.  XII.  Contains  some  curious  remarks  oo  the  land  winds 
of  the  Coromandel  coflst«  and  their  causes^  by  Dr  Roxburgh, 
which,  we  think,  would  have  been  inserted  with  more  propriety 
in  the  Transactions  of  a  philosophical  than  of  a  medical  society- 
.  Art.  XI 11.  Consists  of  seven  cases,  illustrating  the  effects  of 
oil  of  turpentine  in  expelling  the  tape^worm.  In  five  of  these  it 
was  perfectly  successfal.  In  one  it  failed  to  cure  the  disease, 
but  prodnced  no  bad  effect;  and  in  another,  an  ounce  of  the  oil, 
which  had  been  once  given  in  the  same  dose,  with  the  usual  ef- 
fect of  procuring  a  discharge  of  worm  whh  little  inconvenience, 
on  its  second  exhibition,  prcxluced  violent  retchings,  tenesaius 
strangury,  and  great  pain  in  the  back ;  the  urine  was  also  a  little 
tinsred  with  blood. 

I'he  last  article  is  devoted  to  the  professimia]  biography  of 
the  late  Dr  Hulme,  by  Dr  Qutterback,  with  the  description  of 
a  palm  trnss. 

In  an  appendix,  we  have  a  description  of  a  female  urinal,  and 
a  short  notice  of  the  good  effects  of  oil  of  turpentine  in  as* 
carides. 
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Medico  Chirurgical  Tramactionsj  p7ihliiked  hy  the  Medical  and 
Chirurgical  Society  of  London.     Vol.  11.     London,  1811. 

TIl^E  are  called  npon,  by  the  publication  of  this  socond  volume 
of  Transactions,  to  devote  some  portion  of  our  time  to  the 
purposes  of  professional  improvem«it.  The  wards  of  the  hos- 
pitals are  shut ;  the  hours  of  visiting  patients  are  past;  the  court 
physician  is  summoned  from  his  circle,  and  the  anatomical  teach- 
er from  his  class-room.  The  whole  faculty  of  physic  and  sur- 
pery,  in  the  mid.^t  of  their  business  and  pursuits,  make  a  pause, 
and  one  evening  in  the  week  put  atx  the  habits  of  students,  to 
interrogate  nature  concerning  diseases,  to  confess  their  difficulties, 
and  to  communicate  their  experience.  It  is  a  privilege  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  any  part  of  such  meetings,  even  through  the  medium  of 
the  press.  When  new  facts  are  recorded,  or  ancient  observations 
brought  forward,  they  are,  if  untrue,  like  Sunday-sermons,  for- 
gotten on  the  Monday ;  but  if  true,  they  are  met  witli  and  coa- 
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iirmed  by  others,  and  ought  to  be  generally  known.    Sydenham, 
Bcjerhaave^  and  Hunter,  would  Have  bef  n  les«^  worthy  citizens  of 
the  world,  if,  contented  with  being  u.^oful  in  their  clay,  they  had 
died .  without  enlightening  it.      An  excellent  prnctitiouer  may 
serve  his  country  and  mankind  a  whole  century,  or  for  ever..    A 
l^rood  book,  or  an  original  essay,  does  not  die;  and  tlie  ni.in  who 
ivrites  it,  is  as  useful  as  if  he  Uved  alwa^^s.     Such  is  the  diiler'- 
ence  between  a  practitioner,  who  in  hin  writings  teils  us  some* 
thing  new  and  useful,  and  every  one  who  neglects  to  wri^e  at  all, 
or  cannot  do  it;  consequently,  that  is  the  dihti notion  which  good 
authors  merit  above  thosp  who  afF.*ct  to  despise  aiuhorsh!|),  or 
who  are  unequal  to  the  t«sk  of  undertaking  it.     From  the  rom- 
xnencemcnt  of  our  critical  functions,  we  have  h^n  \^ow^.  extreme- 
ly upon  such  sort  of  studies  as  incline  us,  if  not  to  do  gre^t  things 
ourselves,  at  least  to  celebrate  those  that  did  j  iaLii\6  therefore  we 
have  a  dislike  to  dwell  upon  the  faults  of  a  work,  in  its  nature  of 
such  utility,  as  tliat  now  before  us.     It  becomes  ns  to  '*  weigh 
errors  in  the  balance  of  good*will, "  and  rather  to  point  them 
out,  when  we  discover  them,  for  amendment,  than  for  censure. 
And  now  having  said  enough  for.  an  introduction  to  this  most 
respectable  Soaety,  let  us  •  congratulate  the  members  on  their 
prosperity,  and  transcribe  the  titles  of  their  essays.     The  Me- 
dical papers  are — 

*♦  I.  A  Cafe  of  Hydrochephalun  Intemun,  by  Mr  Cook  af  Brentford* 
2.  Qn  the  Ufe  of  Oil  of  Turpentine,  by  Dr  Fen  wick  of  Durham.*  3.  A 
Cafe  of  Secondary  Small-Pox,  with  references  to  cafes  of  a  fimllar  na- 
ture, hy  Dr  Bateman«  4.  An  Account  of  a  Severe  Cafe  of  Erythi^ma, 
unconnedied  with  Mercurial  Action,  by  Dr  Mavcct.  y.  On  Painful  Af- 
fedions  of  the  Side  from  Tumid  Spleen,  by  Dr  Bree.  6.  A  C  iie  of  R-^- 
covery  from  the  Effe^ls  of  Arftfnic,  with  remarks  on  a  new  mof?e  of  de- 
te6ting  the  prefence  of  this  metal,  by  Dr  Ro^t.  7.  On  the  Mercurial 
Treatment  of  Dyfentery,  with  Obfervations  on  the  Time  pra(^>ii'e  in  Fe- 
vers, by  Mr  Fergufon,  Infpedor  General  of  Hofpitals.  f?.  Hi.'i<.ry  of  a 
Singular  Nervous  and  Paralytic  Affetli'.)p,  attended  with  aiiomalous  mor- 
hid  fenfatious;  written  by  the  patient  himfelf,  DrVieufftix,  yn  enr.iiient 
phy/ician  at  Geneva,  9.  Account  of  a  Singular  and  Fatal  D Tvafe  oc- 
curring in  feveral  perfons  of  the  fame  hamlet,  by  Mr  Gervis  of  A  Ihlnir- 
toD»  JO.  A  Cafe  of  Trifmus  followinpr  a  contufed  w6und  io  the  Head, 
by  Mr  Harknefs.  11.  A  Cafe  of  Tiifmus,  fuccefsfuliy  treated,  by  Mr 
Parkinfon,  12.' Cafe  of  a  woman  who  voided  a  large  number  ot  worms 
by  the  Urethra,  with  a  defcription  of  th<*  animals,  by  \Ar  Lawrence, 
.13.  Some  account  of  the  Effects  of  Arfcnic  in  countcrading  tie  Poifon 
of  Serpents,  by  Mr  Ireland,  of  the  60th  rcgiir.cnt  of  foot.  " 

The  papers  in  the  Surgical  department  are — 

I.  A  Cafe  of  Aneurifm  by  Anadomofis  in  the  Oibit,  cured  by  the 
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cause  tliat  had  produced  it.  The  inflamniation  excited  in  that  organ, 
and  the  symptoms  of  which,  at  the  time  I  first  saw  the  patient,  were 
atronply  marked,  would  probably,  if  left  to  its  natural  course,  have 
run  through  all  its  stages,  and  terminated  in  gangrene.  I  considered 
that  dilution  had  been  largely  employed,  and  that  the  evacuations 
from  the  stomach  and  in4;e6tine8  had  been  abondant.  The  stomach 
was  in  so  irritable  a  state,  that  no  medicine  could  be  exhibited  with 
any  prospect  of  advantage,  I  concluded  that  the  prmcipal  and  more 
immediate  source  of  danger -consisted  in  the  inflammation  of  the  stor 
niach  ;  and,  viewing  the  matter  in  this  light,  was  induced  to  adopt  the 
trcAtnient  proper  for  idiopathic  gaiitritis.  The  bleeding  was  pushed 
to  deliquium ;  a  large  blister  was  applied  to  the  epigastric  region,  and 
the  bowels  kept  open  by  frequent  doses  of  oleum  ricini.  The  em* 
ployment  of  these  remedies  was  productive,  indeed,  of  great  debi- 
lity, which,  h  )wever,  was  but  temporary  ;  the  advantages  procured 
were  more  permfinent.  These  were,  the  occasional  remission  of  the 
puin,  and  the  immediate  cessation  of  the  vomiting,  which  never  after- 
wards returned,  excepting  once  in  the  course  of  the  following  night. 
An  effectual  check  was  given  to  the  inflammatory  process;  and  a  re- 
mission of  the  symptoms  was  obtained  for  about  thirty-six  hours;  du- 
ring which  the  sybtem  showed  a  tendency  to  return  to  its  natural  con^ 
dition.  " 

A  train  of  nervous  symptoms,  pneumonic  inflammation,  and 
epileptic  fits,  attacked  the  patient  m  succession  after  the  primary 
effects  of  the  poison  were  coimtrractod :  all  of  them  were  jodici- 
t>ubly  combated  :  and  at  length  this  young  woman  was  freed  from 
any  urgent  complaint,  although  her  constitution  appeared  evident- 
ly injured  by  the  deleterious  influence  of  the  ai*senic.  The  fluid 
j^cjected  ffom.tbe  stomach  was  subjected  to  the  usual  chemical 
tes^s ;  but  it  did  not  give  the  slightest  indication  of  the  presence 
of  the  suspected  poison.  Besides  water  impregnated  with  sul- 
phuretted hydrogen  t^as,  and  sulphate  of  copper,  another  test  was 
suggested  by  Dr  Marcet,  which  is  analogous  to  that  proposed  by 
Mr  Hume  in  the  Philosophical  Magazine  for  1809,  and  ^hich 
we  have  found  to  be  extremely  deHcate.  It  is  stated  by  Dr  Roget, 
as  being  efficient  to  show  the  presence  of  arsenic,  when  the  fluid 
examintd  contained  only  the  250,000dth  part  of  a  grain  of  that 
substance.     It  is  thus  described — 

**  Let  the  fluid  huspected  to  contain  arsenic,  be  Altered ;  let  the  end 
of  a  glass  rod,  wetted  with  a  solution  of  pure  ammonia,  be  brought  in- 
to contact  with  this  fluid  ;  and  let  a  clean  rod,  similarly  wetted  witli  a 
solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  be  brought  into  contact  with  the  mixture. 
If  the  minutest  quantity  of  arsenic  be  present,  a  precipitate  of  a  brigh 
yellow  ct  lour,  inclining  to  orange,  will  appear  at  the  point  of  couUct 
and  will  readily  subside  to  the  bottom  of  the  vesael.  '* — ^p,  157. 

Our  late  campaigns  in  Portugal  and  Spain,  have  afforded  am- 
ple scope  Ibr  Ascertaioina  the  efficacy  of  different  methods  ^ 
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treating  dysentery.  Mr  Ferguson's  experience  of  the  advantages 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  of  this  disease  is  very  extensive  and 
convincing.  He  giy^s  half  a  ^rain  of  calomel,  wiih  one  (rraiu  of 
ipecacuan,  every  hour,  till  the  gums  become  affected,  which  ge- 
nerally took  place  in  ^b  houiji,  when  a  solution  of  the  disease 
might,  he  sa^s,  be  lofjked  for  with  confidence.  The  diagnostic 
symptom  which  indicated  the  u^9  of  mercurial  remedies,  was  the 
high-coloured,  scanty,  and  pungent  sitate  of  the  urine.  By  aduji- 
nidtering  mild  diluted  purgaiivc*  to  the  slighter  cabes,  and  bodi- 
ly mercurializing,  even  by  iuunction,  which  Mr  Fergu^n  thinks 
the  best  practice,  the  severest,  the  deaths  from  the  disease  in  the 
Regimental  Hospitals,  scarcely  exceeded  one  in  two  hundred. 
The  remarks  on  the  treatment  of  remittent  tbver,  appear  Co  us 
equally  sound  and  judicious.  At  the  beginning  of  the  diseaf^e, 
the  remedies  ought  to  be  purely  and  generally  aDiiphlogis>uc.  In 
the  second  stage,  when  congestion  in  the  abdouunal  viscera  has 
taken  place,  mercury  ought  to  be  boldly  employed.  It  is  from 
a  want  bf  discrimination  of  these  circumstances,  that  we  have 
beard  so  much  for  and  against  the  use  of  mercury  in  the  remit- 
tent fever  of  hot  climates,  and  marshy  countries.  On  the  im- 
portant subject.  Venesection,  Mr  Ferguson  has  made  the  foDow- 
■  ing  observation,  which  we  urge  all  our  readers  engaged  in  mili- 
tary and  naval  practice  always  to  bear  in  mind. 

♦•  The  superstitious  disuse  of  the  lancet  at  the  beginning  of  sol- 
diers* diseases,  which  are  then  almost  always  inflammatory,  amount- 
ing almost  to  a  proscription  of  the  remedy,  through  the  prejiivjice  of 
the  schools,  and  the  false  inferences  deduced  from  its  effects  on  the 
debiliuted  subjects  of  privatelife,  has  caused  more  deaths,  or  at  least 
prevented  more  lives  from  being  saved,  ibau  any  other  fault  in  mili- 
tary practice. " 

Mr  Astley  Cooper's  paper  on  Spina  Bifida,  is  characterized  by 
the  boldness  and  good  sense  which  it  is  diiligbti'ul  to  see  excni* 
plified  in  the  leading  men  of  our  profession.  Uc  huh  dii-covtred 
two  modes  of  treating  tho*e  who  are  afflicicd  with  thi:>  diseasci 
the  one  palliative,  the  otiicr  radical. 

*'  The  first  consists  io  treating  the  case  as  a  hernia,  and  applying 
a  truss  to  prevent  its  descent ;  aod  the  second  in  prouucing  aJhe»ion 
of  the  sides  of  the  s^c,  so  as  to  close  the  opening  from  the  spine,  and 
stop  the  disease  altogether.  Tl^e  first  it  attended  with  no  risk.  The 
.  tru>s  forms  an  artificial  vertebra  when  the  n^ttuiid  is  Ue^tctivc;  a  but- 
tress which  supports  the  part,  ana  prevents  liie  ineroase  i^f  tlic  ci;se.ti»c. 
But  in  this  moUe  of  treain.ent,  die  truss  js  rtqiiircJ  infuiUTe  iii'c;  lor 
if  discontinued,  the  tunmur  rcappt-ars,  ai.U  uill  ^low,  as  hen.ia  uo^s, 
to  great  magnitude,  but  with  more  fatal  c<  nkequemej:. 

••  On  the  contrary,  the  adhesive  mode  of  ciuc  e\j.<)<es  tl»e  patunt 
to  much  constiluuoa.u  .xiiutlon,  but  Icm.vcs  Lui*.  wuL^a^  u«c  a^). 
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Imcion  ^  the  Mair  ifiwi  «)f  the  ducaM  AvA  ^  Ssubt  99^  wxf 
l^e^ldxy  cUU  cannot  be  joeu  than  ihat  which  waa  cored  bj  ifaif  a90(je 
«f  treatnumt. 

'^  Jtmaybeahopbservedf  ihattlvsoipdedoaf  not  pprentAesob- 
fei^neat  atieiopt  at  the  palliatif e  treatinenty  if  th^  radical  sboBld  not 
ht  saccescfaL 

'*  Bnt  as  there  are  many  cases  of  spba  bifida  which  cannot  be 
cnrpdy  it  b  right  that  I  shoold  state  what  are  those  which  will  not 
admit  of  relief. 

''  If  the  tumonr  is  connected  widi  an  unnatural  eidargement  of 
4ie  beady  hydrocephalus  intetnns  is  conjoined  with  spina  binda;  and 
the  water  will  accumulate  in  the  <ventricle%  if  die  tunKmr  in  the 
loins  is  attempted  either  to  be  palliated  or  nuficaBy  oared. 

**  K  the  lower  extremities  are  paralytic,  or  the  Icoes  mod  wrine 
arc  discharged  involontatily,  there  is  no  hope  of  nIkL'* 

Four  cases  are  relatedf  to  illustrate  both  these  modes  of  treat- 
ment. The  radical  cure  consists  in  puncturing  Ac  tumour  widi 
a  needle  as  often  as  the  fluid  accumulates. 

The  aame  mmkmn  has  given  an  aoooupt  io£  the  dis^ertiop  of 
M  Vmb  on  whidi  the  fesMMral  art«ry  had  been  tied  wevfia  years 
hiefone,  fiwr  popliteal  aneunam,  ft  cpmmuaication  which  ^ontaii^ 
jnany  pcactioaJl  awl  uaeftd  AoU*  The  arteries  which  ibrm  the 
new  circulation,  are  .not  qvIj  enlar^nd^  but  they  becoaoe  tortuous; 
imd  at  the  time  th^t  the  vessel  Songates  and  increases  in  dia- 
meter, its  coats  also  become  considerably  thicker  than  natural. 
In  thjb  case^  the  femoral  artery  was  obliterated  by  tKe  ^gature, 
jand  converted  into  a  oord  from  the  origin  of  the  arteria  profunda 
down  to  the  ham.  The  whole<of  the  pofiUta^  artery  waa  chang- 
ed in  like  manoer  s  «nd  thus  the  blood  was  forced  to  form  ne^ 
channels  along  the  branches  of  the  arteria  profunda.  A  neatljr 
executed  plate,  conveys  an  exjodlent  representation  of  t^e  chan- 
ges produced  in  the  anastomosing  vessds.  Another  plate  ^ows 
how  the  blood  may  be  diverted  from  its  proper  channels  in  all 
the  great  arteries  of  the  body,  without  the  life  of  the  auimtl 
being  destroyed.  The  carotids,  the  femoral,  the  brachial  arte- 
ries, and  even  the  aorta  of  a  dog  were  tied  and  divided :  The  a- 
fiimal  not  oidy  survived  these  experiments,  but  nMnotained  his 
usual  heahh,  and  Uved  kmg  enoi^h  to  furnish  a  moat  wonderfal 
proof  of  the  power  of  anastomosing  vessels.  To  die  student  of 
physiology,  these  drawings  of  such  striking  preparations  wiH  be 
very  valuable;  for  he  could  only  before  lode  at  an  imperfect  re- 
presentation of  the  mode  in  whidi  the  circulation  is  carried  op 
m  the  arm,  after  the  principal  >rtery  is  obliterated,  in  Mr  White's 
cases  of  surgery. 
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A  Treatise  on  the  Management  of  Infants :  containing  the  general 
principles  of  their  Domestic  Treatment;  with  the  History  and 
Method  of  Cure  <^  some  of  their  most  prevalent  and/ormidaUe 
Diseases.  By  John  Syers,  Surgeon*  8voi  pp.  295.  Murray^ 
London.     1812. 

^R£RE  is  perhiips  no  department  ofmedicinep  which  has  beeil 
-^  so  long  and  so  much  incumbered  with  the  errors  of  ancient 
pathology,  as  that  which  relat^  to  the  treatment  of  children  | 
a  drcumstance  which  is,  doubtless,  to  be  ascribed  to  the  gene^ 
rsl  influence  o{  female  practitioners  in  these  matters.  For  cTen 
among  the  numberless  treatises  which  have  been  produced  by 
practitioners  of  the  masculine  gender  upon  this  subject,  but  too 
many  observations  are  to  be  round,  the  anility  of  which  suffix 
deuth  evince  the  source  whence  they  originated.  It  must, 
theren>re,  be  considered  as  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  that 
have  resulted  from  that  practice,  which,  from  its  all^^  inde- 
licacy, has  been  much  opposed,  (namely,  the  employment  of 
male  accoucheurs),  that  the  treatment  of  the  diseases  of  infancy 
and  diildhood  has  been  brought  more  immediately  under  the 
direction  of  persons  acquaints  with  the  nature  of  the  animal 
economy,  and  with  the  principles  of  h^th  and  disease,  and  en« 
abled,  ttierefbre,  to  establish  a  practice  upon  rational  grounds. 
As  the  chief  management  of  children,  however,  must,  according 
to  the  ordinance  of  nature,  be  consigned  to  females;  so  it  is  de« 
sirable  that  tlie  practical  inferences,  deduced  from  such  an  ap« 
plication  of  scientific  principles,  should  be  communicated  to  them 
m  the  most  perspicuous  and  correct  manner.  Admitting  this^ 
however,  so  far  as  relates  to  the  regulation  of  the  clothing,  food^ 
sleep,  exercise,  temperature,  &c.  of  children ;  we  6re  very  far 
from  approving  the  attempts  to  teach  mothers  and  nurses  to  apo 
ply  the  active  agents  of  the  materia  medica  to  their  tender  and 
irritable  frames.  In  the  practice  of  medidne,  above  all  other. 
arts, 

**  A  little  knowledge  b  s  dangenxu  tMng :  '* 
a  fortiori  it  is  particularly  dangerous,  as  it  respects  the  diseases 
of  infan^,  in  proportion  to  the  more  acute  susceptibility  of  inv- 
pression,  which  characterizes  that  early  period  of  life. 
For  what  is  the  sum  of  medical  knowfedgci  which  those^  wh# 
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bave  seen  little  of  the  varieties  of  diseases,  or  have  seen  tfaem 
without  a  previous  stock  of  anatpraicali  physiological,  aixl  phy* 
sical  informatioiit  are  usuallv  able  to  acquire  ?^  They  learn,  on 
the  one  band,  to  associate  tee  use  of  certain  medicines  with  cer- 
tain prominent  symptoms,  in  an  empirical  mann^f  that  is,  with- 
out referring  them  either  to  thei^  seats  or  causes,  or  to  &eir  dif^ 
ferent  combinations;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  they. give  a  nam^  to^ 
certain  congeries  of  symptoms,  and  prescribe  for  the  miine,  re- 
gardless of  the  diiferent  and  often  opposite  conditions  of  the 
constitution,  under  which  the  disease  may  apnear  How  con- 
stantly,  therefore,  do  we  find  such  persons  pounng  in  opiom  and 
alcohol  for  the  removal  of  inflammatory /?am,  because  UieyJuiow 
them  to  have  afforded  relief  to  spasmodic  jpaiu/  How  constandy 
do  we  observe  them  stuffing  patients  in  the  commenoement  <k 
fooer  with  bark  an^  wine,  because  they  have  heard  that  these  are 
potent  remedies  for  feoer  in  its  protracted  stages  ?  But  the  r»r 
tional  observer  can  alone  estimate,  the  mischiefs  of  such  halfy 
learned  medicine ::  the  empiric  deems  all  his  failures  the  r^suk  of 
mnmanageable^  not  of  mismanaged  disease; 

It  is  true,  that  our  author  is  frequently  reminding  his  fi|ir 
yeadars,  (for  to  the  popular  ea^  he  principally  addresses  his  work)r 
that  they  should  not  venture  upon  the  c3fihibition  c^  this^ctive 
remedy,,  or  that  powerfol  expedient,  without  the  sanctioii  of  pro* 
per  medical  advice.  Bat  is  there  any  thing  rational  or  pmoent 
m  directing  people  into  the  midst  of  difficulties  and  dajogen,  and 
then  cautioning  them  against  the  extreme  hazard  of  stirrtc^  e 
step  farther,,  until  they  obtain  a  well-informed  guide? 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  however  appropriately  the  iV^t;  part 
ef  this  treatise,  comprehending  instructions  for  the  domestic  mfr* 
nagement  of  infants,  is  addressed  to  the  attention  of  mothers  and 
nurses^  the  second,  relating  to  the  history  and  treatment  of  some* ' 
of  the  most  formidable  diseases  incident  to  childboodi  would 
have  been  more  correctly  communicated  to  the  etudentt  Aod  in- 
experienced^  but  well-grounded  practitioner. 

In  truth,  what  regards  the  mere  domestic  management  of  ia*^ 
£Emts,  has  always  appeared  to  us  to  lie  within  a  very  narr4>w  com* 
pass,  and  to  be  easily  regulated,  not  by  the  dear-bought  maxims- 
of  wrinkled  experience^  but  by  the  simple^ictates  of  a  Kitle  com- 
mon sense.  Insomuch  that  the  only  necessity  for  writing  in- 
rtructions  upon  the  subject  has  originated  fram  the  traditioDal- 
abflurdities  which  were  too  long  inculcated  under  the  name  of 
experience,  and  which  the  light  of  common  sense  has  scarcely 
yet  been  able  thoroughly  to  dispel.  Let  us  attend  but  to  the 
ebvious  intimations  otnature^  and  the  common  principles  of  con- 
duct as  to  adult  healthy  and  the  regulationa  of  infimtUe  rei^men 
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are  widun  a  nut-sheH.  We  have  only  to  imitate  the  food,  pre^' 
pared  by  the  glands  of  the  mother,  and  instinctively  preferrcdl 
oy  the'  infiinty  where  the  natural  supply  is  deficient ;  to  leave  the 
muscles  and  the  limbs  to  develop  tnemselves  without  restramt ; 
to  let  sleep  be  enjoyed  according  to  the  obvious  propensities  of 
the  child ;  to  cause  all  that  is  sordid  and  excrementitious  be  re^ 
moved  by  strict  attention  to  cleanliness ;  to  let  artificial  warmth 
be  supplied,  so  as  to  preserve  the  natural  temperature  unimpair* 
ed,  until,  by  muscular  exercise,  the  child  can  resist  the  abstrac- 
tion of  the  surrounding  cold  medium ; — and  we  shall  have  ful« 
filled  alf  that  is  necessary  in  the  physical  management  of  in&ncy^ 
In  enlarging  upon  these  aphorisms,  our  author,  like  some  of  hia 
predecessors,  has  not  altogether  avoided  trifling  and  frivolous  ob* 
servations,  which  partake  more  of  the  nurse^s  gossip,  than  of  th<J 
directions  of  a  medical  seer.  It  seems  scarcely  requisite,  for  ex* 
ample,  after  recommending  us  to  place  an  infant  occasionally  on' 
a  soft  carpet,  '*  before  it  is  trained  to  employ  its  strenirth  in* 
walking,"  to  pve  us  the  farther  information,  that  •*  at  the  ad- 
vance of  spring,  in  summer,  and  in  dry  weather,  this  exuberant' 
activity,  ^hich  is  implanted  in  children  for  the  wisest  purposes^ 
may  be  encouraged  on  a  grass  plot* "  (p.  49.)  Under  the  same 
animadversion,  we  may  include  the  recotnmendation  of  the  fol- 
lowing singular  species  of  exercise! 

•*  Crying,"  says  Mr  Syers,  "  is  an  action,  from  whatever  cause 
or  impulse  it  may  proceed,  that  operates  t>n  the  respiratory  and 
digestive  organs  much  in  the  same  manner,  though  n^ore  partial- 
ly and  with  greater  irregularity,  than  other  speaes  of  exercise  ; ' 
therefore  it  is  not  always  prudent  or  necessary  hastily  to  repress  - 
it  •*  &c    p.  60. 

We  are  sickened  with  that  affi»ctation  of  sensiftilityi  whatevei^ 
excellence  of  description  it  may  have  called  forth  from  the  pens  - 
of  niny  and  of  Bufibn,  which  compares,  the  lot  of  the  human ; 
infant,  with  that  of  ihe  whelps  of  the  lion,  and  the  suckHngs  of  • 
swine,  only  td  moan  over  the  superior  helplessness  and  pitiable ' 
Weakness  of  the  former.     Our  author  has  evinced  a  little  of  this 
mawkish  taste,  in  several  instances,  and  especially  in  the  com* 
mencement  of  his  work ;  biit,  in  justice  we  must  observe  that  he 
does  not  altogether  overlook  the  overbalance  of  advantages^ 
which,  in  trom,  render  these  moral  wailings  over  the  lot  of  hu^ ' 
roanity  altogethernugatory  and  absutil. 

In  Chapter  V*  Mr  Svers  has  given  a  description  of  the  variooa 
appearances  of  the  alvine  evacuations  of  infants  with  considera- 
ble minuteness,  implying  a  Qarefiil  and  repeated  attention  tothia 
subject,  which,  it  must  be  admitted,  is  of  great  importance.   He . 

bas  not|  however,  referred  ihe  particular  phenomena  with  wS^^ 
1  p^ 


tae  disease ;  and  *«  ""'^^  O^e  mort  iweM  f  *"^3^,  in 

the  sequel,  •PP*"^"* 'SSte".  ^  *«  PS^d^i^^SS^*"*- 
Mr  Syers  employ  t»o55»P^«  the  inedicme8»™»y       ^_ 

jLg  fe  P'SS^Sd^Te^ena  head.  o^^'^gS-io-- 

game  articl«»  are  »ed'<^™  ^^ch  they  are  •df«"**S  to  ai'e 

i,  it  euough  thrttbjy         g      ^hen  th«f  J!,*?^  the  incipWrt 
medicinea  of  wff^^';  to  meet  the  disease,  («  »  "      destrac- 

j«  ,M  or  ttaee  J«»*  T. b»« biilf  gw"  "'jKrf -  If 
WV  <k:  dj»!iittrj  of  •i"!"  .••«•"» 
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oppugns  the  opinion ,  though  in  a  brief  and  not  very  perspicuoui 
manner,  that  there  is  great  obscurity  in  the  diseases  of  nifiints, 
in  eonsequence  of  their  inability  to  describe  their  feelings ;  and 
contends,  on  the  contrary,  **  that  we  are  less  in  danger  of  being 
misled  in  our  opinions  of  them,  than  in  many  of  those  more  in- 
cident to  adult  life. "(p.  108.)  In  this  statement,  we  believe^ 
<¥cry  one,  who  has  had  a  moderate  share  of  experience  in  the 
treatment  of  infantile  diseases,  will  readily  coincide.  The  dis- 
eases themselves  are  necessarily  less  numerous  and  complicated ; 
because  many  of  the  exciting  causes  of  indisposition,  which  af- 
fect the  adult,  are  never  applied  to  the  infant.  For  instance,  the 
influenee  of  moral  causes  is  not  exerted  upon  them ;  grief^ 
anxiety,  and  apprehension,  do  not  prey  u^n  them  i  and  many* 
classes  of  physical  causes  are  altogether  withdrawn,  ^uch  as  fa« 
tigue,  watching,  and  the  pernicious  influence  of  certain  trades,, 
manufactories,  and  occupations  j  and  some  others  operate  to  a 
much  less  extent,  such  as  intemperance,  and  .the  use  of  delete- 
rious articles  of  food  and  drink*  The  symptoms  of  infantile  dis- 
eases, then,  must  also  be  less  numerous  and  complicated  than 
those  of  adult  maladies;  and  our  knowledge  of  them  is  obtained 
from  a  less  fallible  source  than  the  verbal  descriptions,  the  rary*> 
lug  and  indescribable  sensations,  the  incorrect  observations,  and 
the  hypothetical  opinions  and  prejudices  of  adult  patients ;  name* 
ly,  from  the  mere  animal  expression,  if  we*  may  so  speak,  or  the 
instinctive  physical  signs  of  suffering,  which  are  unvarying,  and 
therefore  scarcely  liable  to  misinterpretation.  An  infant  never 
cries,  but  from  uneasy  sensations ;  and  the  seat  of  those  sensa- 
tions is  commonly  rendered  obvious  by  concomitant  circum- 
stances :  as,  by  the  drawing  up  of  the  legs,  flatulence,  and  mor-. 
bid  feces,  when  in  the  bowels, — by  sickness  and  yomiting,  when 
in  the  stomach, — by  difiicult  and  rapid  breathing,  cough,  and 
fever,  when  in  the  lungs,  &c. 

The  most  common  seat  of  disease  in  infants,  however,  either 
primary  or  secondary,  is  in  the  alimentary  canal ;  the  regula- 
tion of  the  functions  of  which,  therefore,  in  jnost  of  the  com- 
plaints of  children,  becomes  a  matter  of  the  greatest  importance  $ 
and  this  not  only  in  those  cases  of  indisposition,  where  the  de- 
rangement commences  in  that  canal ;  l^ut  also  in  those  where  it 
suiTers  indirectly,  or  by  sympathy,  in  consequence  of  primary 
disease  in  other  organs.  The  sympathetic  affections  of  the  ali- 
mentary canal,  in  cases  of  painful  irritation  in  tiie  gums,  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  a  protruding  tooth,  is  generally  attended  to; 
but  the  converse  of  the  ob-servation,  or  the  influence  of  a  disor-. 
dered  state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  in  coj^^ciacnce  of  the  use  of 
improper  food,  in  auirjnenting  the  inconveniences  of  denUtion, 
wmdi  our  author  has  pointed  out,  we  are  persuaded,  with  cor- 
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f  ectness,  deserves  also  careliil  notice :  he  attributes  much  of  this 
inconvenience  to  the  early  use  of  animal  Jowl  after  weakling. 

**  In  coniultiog  the  bills  of  mortality  in  the  metrppolis,  or  io  any 
large  manufacturing  town,  *'  Mr  Syers  observes,  '*  we  find  that  most 
infants  are  carried  off  about  the  period  of  life  now  under  contempla- 
tion. It  is  equally  notorious  that  custom  has  induced  mankind  to 
impute  this  calamity  to  the  circumstance  of  teething,  many  ckilJren 
being  evidently  afflicted  by  this  cause  to  a  considerable  degree ;  but 
it  is  extremely  frivolous  to  shelter  ourselves  under  this  notion  so  in- 
discriminately. A  very  little  observation  would  convince  us,  that  the 
evoludbn  of  the  |eeth  is  not  unfrequently  protracted  by  a  vitiated 
state  of  the  alimentary  canal,  and  that  fiew  children  go  through  the 
process  so  regularly,  and  with  so  little  indisposition,  as  those  who  are 
supported  but  sparingly  on  animal  food. "  p.  164. 

This  observation,  the  author  affirms,  he  has  deduced  from 
ample  experience ;  and  the  inference,'  <*  that  proper  regimen  at 
this  period  affords  a  prospect  of  the  highest  advantage, "  can- 
not be  refused.  He  process  to  describe  two  varieties  of  abdo- 
minal disease  produced  by  improper  food ;  the  one  originating 
from  over-feeding,  especially  with  animal  food  ;  the  other  con- 
nected with  imperfect  nourishment,  apd  arising  especially  where 
the  child  has  been  confined  to  the  breast  much  beyond  the  pro- 
per period,  when  the  secretion  has  become  too  scanty  to  satisfy 
the  cravinj;s  of  the  child,  or  no  longer  containing  a  proper  pro- 
portion ofnutritive  matter,  tn  botn  these  cases,  the  system  is 
deprived  of  the  necessarv  supply  of  ialiments  and  the  symptoms 
in  some  measure  approximate  in  both  :  But  the  diflferent  treat- 
ment, which  the  two  varieties  of  disease  obviously  require  in 
several  respects,  renders  the  distinction  important.  In  aescrib- 
ing  the  former,  Mr  Syers  states  that  there  is 

*'  A  tumified  state  of  the  abdomen,  with  a  degree  of  hardness,  a- 
mounting  alniost  to  tympanites,  or,  as  nurses  term  it,  the  wind-drop- 
sy  I  with  this  symptom  it  is  not  unusual  to  observe  great  emaciation 
of  the  extremities,  a  pale  contracted  countenance,  witl/hollowness  of 
the  eyes;  and  a  very  inanimate  look,  except  when  the  child  is  un- 
usually flushed,  or  under  the  influence  of  febrile  irritation.  The  in- 
fant often  lleeps  very  imperfectly,  and  discovers  in  the  progress  of 
this  general  irritation  a  propensity  to  be  picking  some  par;  of  ics  face ; 
and  if  it  has  any  eruption  about  the  mouth  or  ake  of  the  nose,  no  un- 
usual concomitant,  the  child  will  often  dbifigtire  itself  in  no  small  de^ 
gree.  The  appetite  for  food  is  frequently  voracious ;  at  other  times 
very  uncertain  and  capricious.  The  former  is  more  remarkable  in  an 
Advanced  sta^re  of  the  infant's  indisposition.  Still,  whatever  article  of 
food  is  administered,  it  conveys  but  a  temporary  gratiScation ;  or  it 
induces  sickness,  and  soon  gives  rise  to  a  fresh  accession  of  heat, 
^irsi,  and  irriution,  and  to  universal  derangement  of  the  system.  '* 

In  the  other  variety  of  this  disorder,  to  *.  bich  alone  the  author 
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applies  die  tenn  marasnmSf  iS}  he  sagv,  more  alanningi  alid  6e- 
^fiently  fiual — 

'*  Where  th^re  is  not  only  enniciation,  bnt  the  skin  nnivenaUy 
coYering  the  hody,  especially  aboat  the  groins  and  lower  extrenki- 
tiesi  is  drawn  into  folds;  this  sute  of  general  emaciation  gives  a  pe- 
culiar withered  aspect  to  the  countenance,  which  is  completely  wrink* 
led,  and  the  ^in  is  totally  void  of  its  usual  eksticity*  There  are  pro- 
fuse hectic  sweats,  extreme  paleness*'  (we  should  rather  have  said,  a 
dirty  or  squalid  hue)  *'  of  every  part,  from  a  scanty  supply  of  red 
Uood  in  the  capillary  vessels;  v6racious  appetite,  but  a  perpetual  state 
of  dtarrheea.  In  some  children,  we  ob^rve  a  constant  degree  of  f^c^ 
fulness  and  irritation,  until  at  length  natufe  sinks  from  eidiaustion. " 
<p.  168.) 

The  author  is  totally  silent,  however,  us  to  the  actual  state  of 
idiseasc  under  any  of  these  circumstances,  winch  he  does  not  ap- 
pear to  have  made  any  attempts  to  ascertain,  by  the  only  meant 
which  could  elucidate  the  matter,  namely,  by  dissection.  But 
upon  the  treatment  of  these  complaints,  which  is  confessedly  the 
Biost  important  part  of  the  inquiry,  his  prescriptions  are  rational, 
and  such  as,  we  believe,  on  the  whole,  are  nowpretty  generally  pur- 
sued. Under  the  first  set  of  ^mptoms,  the  tumid  abdomen,  witli 
febrile  irritation,  and  a  con^ipated  or  trrc^lar  state  tif  bowelSf 
he  states  the  necessity  of  abstaining  from  the  use  of -asimal  fbod» 
«nd  of  beginning  a  course  of  mercurial  medicine,  of  which  he 
considers  die  washed  catomel,  or  grey  oxide,  as  the  best  prepa- 
tratiot).  Of  this  he  directs  one  and  a  half,  or  two  grains,  to  be  ad- 
ministered every  alternate  morning,  for  a  wedc  or  ten  days,  so  as 
to  produce  three  or  four  purgative  motions  each  time^  giving, 
«t  the  same  time,  different  vegetable  preparations  for  diet,  such 
as  rice,  tapioca,  and  biscuit  powder,  with  a  portion  of  milk;  and 
interposing  some  light  aromatic  and  bitter  medicine,  with  a  small 
proportion  d  magnesia  or  mild  vegetaUe  alkali.  He  very  justly 
observes,  however,  that  *'  the  salutary  efiects  of  any  tonic  medi- 
cine, at  this  cri^s,  are  far  inferior  to  those  of  calomd,  which  does 
not  operate  by  its  purgative  virtue  simply,  but  is  chiefly  found  to 
infloence  the  various  secretions  of  the  digestive  organs,  the  action 
of  wrfaich  has  long  be^i  deranged  by  ue  absurd  and  erroneous 
course  of  diet  pursued.  It  is  difficult  to  advise  any  limited  mea« 
sure  of  tbe«nercarial  as  to  the  duration  of  iu  exhibition,  which 
must  solely  depend  on  a  variety  of  circamstanoes,  that  will  be 
•expected  to  come  under  the  discrimination  of  the  professional  at- 
tendam. " 

Jn  addition  to  the  preceding  treatment,  the  author  recommends 
that  '*  the  hot  bath  should  be  employed  twice  or  thrice  a  week, 
beginning  with  the  tenlperaturc  of  80®  or  85**,  and  rising  gra- 
dually at  each  repetition  to  95^  or  100® ;  it  either  imparts  an  a- 
greeable  stimulus  to  the  constitution,  or  induces  a^  universid  and 
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tqual  degree  of  relaxadon  of  the  surface. "  (p.  172.)  This  if  a 
very  va^ue  statement  At  the  temperature  of  80°  or  even  SS*, 
a  bath  is  so  far  from  hot,  that  it  does  not  merit  the  appellation 
of  warm ;  while  the  effects  of  the  stimulus  of  heat  are  very  con- 
siderably increased  between  95^  and  100°,  the  latter  of  wnich  is 
^ruly  a  hot  bath :  and  as  to  the  effects,  ah  agreeable  stimulus  and 
an  universal  relaxation  of  the  surface,  s^m  to  be  so  little  analo- 

gous,  as  scarcely  \o  be  indicated  at  one  and  the  same  time,  or  to 
e  put  as  alternatives  to  each  other, 
For  the  treatment  of  the  other  modification  of  marasmus,  ac- 
compaiiied  with  hectic  fever,  and  constant  diarrhcea,  which  is 
more  difficult  to  manage,  Mr  Syers  observes,  that 

^<  The  same  medicine,  which  was  calculated  to  produce  so  much 
relief  in  the  former  case,  seems  here  to  present  several  inconvcnien- 
jces ;  indeed,  calomel,  in  any  form  at  first,  seems  contra-indicated  on 
account  of  its  tendency  to  increase  the  thin  watery  secretions  of  the 
mucous  glands  of  the  intestines.  We  are  therefore  to  palliate  the 
present  symptoms ;  and,  after  administering  a  dose  or  two  of  rhubarb 
and  calcined  maenesia,  so  as  freely  to  empty  the  bowels,  we  may 
give  a  pap  spoonful  of  the  chalk  julap,  with  a  single  drop  of  buda- 
num,  or  half  a  tea-spoonful  of  syrup  of  white  poppies,  two  or  three 
times  a  day,  as  a  slight  cordial,  and  to  allay  irritation ;  or  administer 
a  simple  starch  injection.  The  child's  final  recovery,  however,  can- 
not be  accomplished  without  gradual  recourse  to  mercurials,  not«^ 
withstanding  its  hectic  disposition  and  evident  debility.  Whilst  there* 
is  a  total  suspension  of  the  biliary  secretion,  we  can  trust  to  no  sub- 
stitute ;  and  the  restitution  of  the  healthy  function  of  the  liver  is  in- 
dispensable. 

**  The  gentlest  form  of  exhibidng  mercury  on  this  occasion,  is  to 
employ  a  solution  of  the  pilula  hydrargyri,  or  quicksilver  pill  of  the 
London  Dispensatory,  in  mint  water ;  two  grains  will  be  an  adequate 
dose  for  an  infant  of  fourteen  months,  or  about  eight  or  ten  grains 
of  the  hydrargyrus  cum  creta,  which  may  be  administered  in  jam 
or  honey  every  other  ntght,  until  some  favourable  change  is  effected 
both  in  the  appearance  and  odour  of  the  excretions,  subject  however 
to  the  same  restrictions  and  attention  as  were  pointed  out  in  the  for- 
mer case.  The  mercurial  is  frequently  found  to  have  a  more  saluu* 
ry  effect,  and  may  be  employed  with  greater  security,  if  we  desist 
from  it  for  an  interval  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  then  renew  the  dose 
;i€cording  to  circumstances:  this  likewise  happens  in  ochep instances  of 
exhibiting  active  medicines.  Should  it  reproduce  or  increase  the  diar- 
iboea,  it  will  be  expedient  to  con^bine  with  it  a  grain  of  the  compound 
powder  of  ipecacuanha,  or  half  a  drop  of  laudanum,  so  as  not  to  coun- 
teract thp  specific  action  of  the  mercurial  on  the  digestive  organs  " 

a.m.).        .  .        .  ..s 

Ihere  is  nothing  new,  indeed,  in  all  this  discussion,  nor  is  the 
n:atter  detailed  with  particular  precision  j  but  it  is  dwelt  upon 
at  a  length  proportionate  to  its  importancei  and  on  the  same  ac- 
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coont  w«  have  quoted  it.  That  derangements  of  the  digestive 
organs  and  of  tke  biliary  aecretions  are  among  the  nnost  frequent 
caiuei  of  both  the  acute  and  chronic  diseases  of  children^  and 
tend  to  aggravate  both,  every  practitioner  of  observation  must 
soon  ascertain  in  the  course  of  his  experience.  The  general  fact, 
indeed,  is  brtber  proved  by  the  popular  opinion,  which  ascribes 
most  of  those  diseases  to  worms ;  and  by  the  success  of  certain 
qusck  medicines  for  expelling  those  animals,  which,  in  the  ma- 

?rity  of  instances  in  which  Uiey  effect  a  cure,  expel  no  worms, 
he  mistake  consists  in  appealing  to  a  wrong  cause ;  for,  as  to 
the  seat  of  the  disease,  and  the  nature  of  the  reiliedv,  the  opi- 
nion and  the  practice  are  correct.  We  are  disposed  to  differ^ 
however,  deadedly  from  the  popular  practice,  of  giving  violent 
cathartics  indiscriminately,  and,  in  some  measure,  from  that  of 
oar  author.  We  have  generally  found  a  continued  exhibition  of 
small  doses  of  the  mercurial  (calomel)  rubbed  togetlier  with  aa 
absorbent,  as  soda  and  testaceous  powder,  and  used  once  or 
twice  a  day,  for  an  indefinite  time  according  to  circumstances* 
effectually  correct  the  alvine  excretions  and  restore  health,  with- 
out any  risk  of  producing  hypercatharsis,  or  severe  irritation  $ 
and  as  to  salivation  with  children,  observation  teaches  us  that  it 
is  so  rare  an  occurrence,  that  it  may  be  almost  put  out  of  con- 
sideration. 

But  there  is  a  farther  attention  to  this  principle  and  practice* 
which  has,  for  a  long  time  past,  forced  itself  upon  our  nuice^ 
while  treating  the  diseases  of  children,  namely,  the  necessity  of 
adding  it  to  other  measures  in  the  cure  of  pulmonary  and  other 
acute  disorders :  for,  almost  invariably,  the  alvine  excretions  be* 
come  speedily  deranged,  and  a  new  source  of  disease  is  super- 
added, when  any  feverish  state  is  induced  in  children.  Mr  Syers 
has  carried  this  observation  farther  than  ourselves ;  but  we  are 
satisfied  that  there  is  much  truth  in  the  following  remarks,  rela* 
tive  to  the  acute  catarrh  of  children. 

"  The  principal  potntt  which  ought  to  arrest  our  attention  in  this 
disease,  are  the  vitiated  secretions  from  the  bowels,  and  their  great 
irregularity  in  most  instances  :  as  also  the  real  nature  of  the  cough 
and  shortness  of  breath,  which  must  be  distinguished  from  that  of 
pleurisy  by  the  absence  of  acute  pain,  or  from  real  peripneuxnony,  by 
the  slighter  quantity  of  for  upon  the  tongue,  and  the  less  striking 
symptoms  of  general  inflammation. 

**  The  sleep  which  children  obtain  under  the  inflnence  of  this  dis- 
ease is  very  precarious,  and  is  attended  with  twitchings  and  start«* 
ings ;  the  breath  is  not  constandy  laborious,  but  rather  quick  and 
panting,  particularly  at  the  time  of  the  evening  paroxysm  of  fever ; 
and  there  is  almost  always  a  raiding  noise  in  uie  trachea,  from  the 
mucus  condnoally  secreted,  but  seldom  expelled  from  the  month. 
Aicbpugh  t}ie  a$ection  of  the  brea(h  sometimes  rises  to  an  aUrmin|f 
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height,  and  the  obild  is  flushed,  and  ofttti  coughs  wWi  TehenleM^ 
yet,  from  a  series  of  minute  ob«er^atiOrts  directed  to  the  progress  rf 
this  disease,  I  am  induced  to  consider  the  particular  state  rf  the  di- 
gestive organs  as  the  principal  source  of  the  irritation^  and  have  al- 
most invariably  found  the  prospect  of  recovery  to  brighten  in  propor- 
twn  to  tlie  return  of  the  healthy  functions  of  the  alinatotarj  canal ;  a 
circurasuncc  which  will  clearly  be  characteriwd  by  a  more  favour- 
able  appearance  of  the  feces.  Children  labouring  under  caurrh,  and 
this  particular  aff»?ction  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  lungs,  sel- 
dom requh-e  or  will  bear  the  shockof  general  blood-letting ;  but  the 
application  of  leeches  to  tlie  chest  and  region  of  the  stomach,  where 
We  sometimes  discover  much  fulness  and  tension,  is  followed  by  very 
beneficial  effects.  After  this  evacuation  has  been  frefcly  encouraged 
by  w;irm  fomentation,  a  blister  will  be  found  Very  useful  in  relievhig 
the  affection  of  the  breathe 

**  AlthoQgh  the  foregoing  treatment  seems  very  obviously  indicat- 
ed, yet  it  is  of  subordinate  efficacy,  without  a  prompt  and  active  ex- 
hibitioR  of  calomel,  with  smaU  doses  of  Rntiaooiiial  powder.  It  would 
appear  that  ihe  hmgs  are  eminendy  relievedi  bolh  with  regard  to  the 
mucous  secretion  and  oppression  of  the  breath,  and  the  fev«r  miti- 
gated, not  only  from  the  con^mon  purgative  effects  of  the  anttmonial 
combined  with  the  mercurial,  which  are  often  copious,  but  from  an 
evident  excitement  of  the  hepatic  function*  which  is  pkioly  indicated 
by  the  evacuations.  **  (p.  244%} 

.  We  regard  the  aiitbor's  direotion,  however,  to  afford  a  sparing 
allowance  of  diiuent  drink,  <•*  wbtdi  would  have  a  tendency  to 
fiH  the  ftiomadi  and  blood- ve^selsi  and  thereby  increa^  the  dif^ 
fiooity  of  the  blood's  circulating  tlirough  the  langs,  "  as  a  piece 
<if  oial-praclicc  resulting  from  a  ^tece  o(  worse  theory. 

'  We  .haTe  extended  ««ir  4:piotations  upon  this  pohfC  to  a  length 
wfaidi  albw  us  uo  room  to  speak  of  the  rematning  parts  tsf  this 
volume;  but  in  general  they  are  of  a  commonplace  character, 
and  require  no  particular  notice.  Tbe  author  introduces  hydro* 
oephnlos  in  the  chapter  of  di^ases  of  dentition  $  an  arrange- 
■s»ent  which  we  cannot  approve:  and  in  treating  of  tbe  pornleot 
ophthalmia  of  infants,  he  takes  no  notice  of  the  cause  to  which 
k  has  been  ascribed,  we  are  disposed  to  believe  with  correctness, 
by  Mr  Gibson. 

The  style  of  thrs  work  is  somewhat  inflated,  and  often  incor- 
rect; and  where  the  author  found  such  words  as,  to  popuktrize 
(p-  ^0.),  and  dmtitfffaud  (p.  16G),  we  cannot  conceive. 
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Att  Inquirjf  inio  the  nature  and  conse  of  the  Respj  or  that  iHaeafe 
JBhich  is  JO  fieJmctive  among  Sheep^  espccinUj^  Lambkogs^  on  being 
Jlrst  put  to  Cole  keeping ;  with  proposals  for  puUiMtig  by  sub- 
saiptianf  a  Recipe^  containing  directions  effeciuaUy  to  prevent 
and  cure  the  Respf  and  to  promote  the  increased  safety  of  Cole 
and  Tumipfeeding  Sheep  throughout  the  year.  Peterborough, 
181  h     pp.69. 

"^EXT  to  tbe  distMes  of  the  hvunan  species,  thote  of  our  do^ 
'^^  mestic  antmab  interest  us  the  most  $  and  as  so  little ol  vahie 
is  written  concerning  tbenii  we  gladly  receive  every  publication 
irom  which  anjr  information  may  be  extracted.  The  object  of 
diis  before  as,  is  to  geifve  hundred  guineas  for  communicating 
to  the  subscribers  a  nostrum  for  the  prevention  and  cure  o(  the 
resp.  The  nature  of  the  bpecific  is  of  course  not  disclosed  here, 
nor  are  we  very  anxious  to  learn  it;  but  this  pamphlet  contains 
what  to  lis  a[)pears  infinitely  more  valuable,  an  apparently  accu- 
rate description  of  certfun  diseases  to  which  sncep  are  liable 
when  fed  upon  cule  or  turnips. 

The  nomenclature  oT  veteri|i4ry  nosology  is  still  a  mere  chaos  $ 
and  accordingly  we  are  here  told,  that  three  diseases,  if  not 
more^  of  which  sheep  die  at  cole-feeding,  go  under  the  general 
name  of  garget  i  viz.  garget^  properly  so  called,  the  resp^  and  the 
blood-striting* 

The  first  our  author  considers  as  a  local  disea5>e. 

*'  The  garget  in  sheep  is  a  mortification  which  always  appears  to 
Qriginate  in  the  thick,  flesh}',  or  muscuJar  parts  of  the  animal  body ; 
ana  is  occasioned  (ab  externo)  by  some  hurt  or  injury  sustained.  It 
happens  more  frequently  at  cole- keeping,  only  because  the  animals 
are  in  a  state  of  continual  plethora.  It  may  be  caused  by  roughly 
handliDg ;  by  a  sudden  fright,  and  leaping^  or  running ;  by  an  acci- 
dental strain,  being  partly  cast^  and  struggling  hard  to  gpt  on  their 
legs  ;  ♦  by  napping  their  wool ;  and,  especially,  by  rubbings  Xo  which' 
tJbey  are  very  much  addicted  ;  and  at  cole- keeping,  so  much  «o,  that 
the  inner  bars  of  the  gate  which  closes  the  Held  arc  always  bright- 
ened by  it.     If  there  be  a  knot  on  one  of  these  bars,  or  a  splinter  ; 

*  ■*  Uns  is  an  accident  which  muirt  frequently  happen  Qaven  of  tmy ;  though 
•heep  ^ttting  cust  (that  is,  overthrown  hy  rubkins;  on  tiic  luir^  snU  inciimlH-red  so 
much  ID  their  wool  that  thirj  cauU  get  up)  wUi  nut  he  reajil^-  uudcf^toodla  ^ame 
fu^  of  the  kiDgdtfou  *' 
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or  if  any  trajs,  tiurdlec,  or  stows,  to  make  an  occasional  pen,  stand 
■o  that  the  sheep  can  rub  their  hinder  parts  against  the  bars  <Mf  ihem 
endwise,  they  are  the  occasion  of  more  danger ;  and  these  circum- 
stances ought  to  be  sedulously  prerented  in  fields  of  cole. 

**  If  a  sheep  be  found  in  an  early  period  of  Xbh  disease,  and 
slaughtered,  it  may  be  seen  where  the  disease  commenced,  and  hoir 
far  it  has  proceeded :  just  so  far  the  flesh  will  be  black  and  stinking  ;*' 
and  the  other  parts  **  are  always  found  of  a  healthy  and  natural  co- 
lour, clean  to  the  eye,  and  sometimes  eatable.  The  bowels,  in  all 
these  cases,  are  perfectly  sound.  '* 

**  But  if  Uie  sheep  remain  longer,  and  be  nearly  dead  before  it  be 
slaughtered,  the  bowels  will  be  diseased  also,  as  far  as  the  disorder 
hm  progressed.  Of  course,  if  the  disease  began  behind  (which  it 
vsually  does,  because  ^eep  cannot  rub  themselves  with  so  much  force 
m  any  other  direction)  tliey  will  live  longer  than  if  it  begin  on  the 
aboulder,  the  origin  being  farther  from  tl^  vital  parts. 

*^  Lastly,  if  the  sheep  be  quite  dead  when  found,  and  if  it  died 
in  the  night  and  had  lain  long,  the  carcase  is  excesaiveiy  swollen, 
putrid,  and  extremely  fetid.  A  bloody  firoth  is  also  found  at  the  nos- 
trils ;  and  evident  marks,  on  the  ground,  of  the  animal  having  strug- 
gled violently.  These  are  the  characteristics  oi garget.  But  it  ought 
to  be  further  remarked,  that  the  smell  of  garget  is  peculiar,  and  al- 
ways the  same,  whether  the  sheep  die  from  a  known  injury  or  a  pro- 
bable one ;  and  ewes  which  die  of  this  disease  at  yeaning  time  have 
the  same  fetor.  '* — "  Fat  sheep  also  are  known  to  die  from  very  slight 
hurts ;  and  the  smell,  and  appearance  are  always  the  same  as  when 
Ifaey  die  of  garget  from  an  unknown  cause.  '* 

If  this  view  of  the  disease  be  correct,  our  anther's  inferences 
sure  indisputable.  No  cure  is  to  be  attempted ;  but,  the  moment 
the  disease  is  discovered,  the  sheep,  being  &t,  is  to  be  slaaffbter- 
cd.  On  the  other  hand,  much  may  be  done  in  the  way  of  pre- 
TcntioD,  by  removing  everything  whicli  may  cause  mischief,  and 
by  neVbr  penning  cole-feeding  sneep  with  a  dog. 

Bloodrsiriking. — During  the  middle  and  latter  periods  of  cole- 
leeding,  very  heavy  losses  are  frequendy  sustained  by  a  disease, 
concerning  which  our  author  is  only  able  to  inform  us,  that, 
from  its  symptoms  and  sudden  fatality,  he  considers  it  as  a  san- 

Siine^us  apoplex}',  or  coup  de  sang^  arising  from  excessive  pie- 
ora.  In  confc^-mity  with  this  opinion,  he  recommends  that  ail 
cole-feeding  sheep  should  be  bled  when  they  have  been  a  month 
or  thereabouts  at  the  keeping. 

Itcsp  is  the  particular  subject  of  this  inquiry,  and,  though 
often  confounded  with  the  two  preceding  diseases,  it  is  in  no 
respect  whatsoever  related  to  them.  It  a^cts  sheep,  especially 
young  ones,  on  being  first  put  to  keeping  that  is  extremely  sue- 
CMlcati  or  on  rcinoving  them  from  poor  laqd  and  scanty  keepings 
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to  a  ridi  txAfrannd  pasture,  or  to  dover-eddith ;  bnt  it  is  espe^ 
ciaUy  dangerous  and  fatal  at  cole.  It  is  universally  obsenredy 
that  a  few  days  after  nutting  sheep  to  cole,  they  exhibit  signs  d[ 
sickness,  and  refiise  tneir  food  for  some  time,  or  eat  it  q3aring- 
ly;  look  thin,  and  betray  symptoms  of  anxiety  and  restless- 
ness. They  fret,  pine,  and  pace  round  the  field,  and  bleat,  tiU 
at  length  they  get  it  ocer^  and  begin  to  do  'well*  In  this  state  they 
are  aU  slightly  affected  with  the  resp*  The  symptoms,  iu  its  se« 
yere  degree,  are  more  particularly  described  in  the  following  pas- 


*«  It  may  eafily  be  difcovered,  whether  any  of  the  flieep  are  feized  with 
tliis  difeafe,  by  driving  the  flock  together  frequently  during  the  fourth 
day.  If  there  be  one  i^cded,  it  wiU  Ttoger  behind  its  fellows.  It  it  ewAi 
\j  caught ;  and  on  exaaiiiitDg  the  eyes*  they  will  be  found  to  be  deeplf 
tinged  with  a  dirty  and  greeoifli  yellow: — if  left,  they  pfiefently  lai 
down  and  appear  daR  and  heavy.  Shortly  after,  if  a  perfon  goes  to  themp 
they  will  get  up  uowittingly,  and  walk  ilowly  away,  ftrainiag  ofteo  to 
flale  witbottt  being  able.  In  another  fliort  interval,  they  mud  be  foroedy 
or  helped,  to  rife;  and  thea  they  will  generally  ftale  blood  io  fmall  quaa* 
titles,  but  quickly  lie  down  again,  and  gather  their  feet  under  them  $  or 
rather  they  drop  down  upon  the  belly.  The  ftupor  increa&t,  and  the 
head  totters ;  they  betray  great  anxiety,  and  hang  their  ears,  or  draw 
them  backwards ;  their  eyes  are  (hut,  and  the  nofe  reds  on  the  ground: 
Thus  they  die,  without  any  froth  at  the  nodrils,  and  they  never  Aruggle 
atalL"        • 

Our  author  has,  in  every  instance,  found  the  first  dead  on  the 
morning  of  the  fourth  day ;  and  the  loss  sometimes  amounts  to 
fifteen  or  twenty  in  the  hundred.  The  appearances  on  dissectioQ 
are  thus  dcscrioed — 

M  On  driving  the  fheep  together  on  the  fourth  morning^  if  one  amongft 
them  linger  behind  its  fellows;  if  it  were  upon  its  feet,  and  not  perceived 
to  be  ill  before  the  driving  commenced;  and  laftly,  if  it  take  a  eood  ma 
to  catch  it ;  let  it  be  inftantly  flaughtered,  and  the  whole  carca^  will  be 
found  more  or  lefa  yellow.  The  whole  mafs  of  blood  will  be  found  black 
and  thick  (grumousj,  flowing  very  little  after  the  knife;  but  all  the  visce- 
ra will  be  perfedl^r  found,  excepting  only  the  milt  (fplwn)  which  will  be 
fwoUen,  black,  afld  rotten.  From  this  period,  as  they  feldom  live  four 
hours ;  and,  when  dead,  as  the  whole  of  the  infide  is  entirely  putrid  (though 
the  ontfide  undergoes  no  further  change},  it  vrill  eafily  be  conceived  that 
the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  is  rapid  from  one  vifcus  to  another*  The  liver 
is  next  feized,  and  then  the  kidneys.  From  the  kidneys,  the  inflamna* 
tioo  extends,  as  if  by  contad,  to  the  fat  which  covers  them,  and  froin 
thence  to  the  fmaOer  vifcera. 

**  While  the  fpleen  only  is  afftdUd,  the  bladder  is  remarkably  flimnlL 
up  (corrugated),  andcontaios  not  a  dropof  fluid ;  but  as  foon  as  the  inflam- 
aiatioD  proceeds  to  the  kidneys,  the  Uadder  (contrary  wife)  becomes  e&- 
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trendy  relncdy*  and  begin  to  filtwith  8  blaekifk  and  bbodfoiine: 
This  ia  an  intariable  fympcom ;  fo  that  this  difeafe  tfiigin  with  end  pro. 
priety,  be  called  redanter^  if  that  term  had  been  ap^ied  to  the  uiioe; 
but  it  is  reAri^ted  to  red^waier  found  in  the  cavity  of  tke  belly  when  tht 
(heep  are  dead. 

*<  The  contents  of  the  stomach  are  fiiperabundant*  and  firolhy;  the 
feces  are  deeply  coloured,  but  the  bowels  are  not  always  coftive.  The 
dife^fe  is  primarily  of  the  other  pnfTage ;  and  feems  to  take  place,  because 
the  blood  cannot  let  fall  its  urinous  parts.  " 

In  atteniptit)<^  to  ascertain  the  identity  of  these  diseasesr  with 
those  described  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Highland  SoeieCy^  as 
ooaiiBon  in  Scotland,  we  beeonie  fully  sensible  how  defective 
our  knowledge  of  the  subject  still  is;  and,  ai  the  saaMtime^ 
we  oaiHYot  but  be  struck  with  the  iDtereattn^  6dd  for  ob0erva<» 
tion«  which  a  more  acfcurato  inveatigatioM  of  the  diseases  of  do- 
meslic  animals  affords.  In  the  first  place,  the  decided  effin^li  of 
different  kinds  of  food,  and  of  alteration  of  teftiperature  upon 
the  heahh  of  sheep,  is  worthy  of  observation,  and  may  serve  te 
illustrate  some  common  diseases  of  the  human  body,  Uie  origin 
of  which  has  hitherto  escaped  our  attention ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  it  enables  us  to  trace*  the  progress  of  the  morbid  altera- 
tions of  structure  connected  with  the  disease,  and  even  to  de- 
tect their  very  commencement,  a  circumstance  of  the  greatest 
importance  in  discovering  the  cause,  and  of  which  we  cannot 
take  advantage  in  improving  our  knowledge  of  human  patholo- 
gy. We  recommenu  the  following  paragraph  to  the  attention 
of  country  practitioners,  whose  situation  enables  them  to  profit 
by  it. 

"  It  has  been  formerly  recommended  by  a  gentleman,  eminent  ip  a- 
gricultural  fcience,  to  eflablifh  a  fufficient  number  of  cattle  dolors  re- 
gularly instructed,  by  means  of  a  fund  raifed  for  that  purpofe ;  and  Mr 
Lawrence  has  fince  detailed  a  plan  of  fuch  a  fociety.  But  if  this 
fhould  ever  be  carried  into  effect,  (which  there  is  great  reafon  to  doubt), 
the  firft  objed  fhould  be,  not  to  ctire,  but  to  daughter  certain  of  the 
difeafed  animals,  and  diffe6l  them.  Veterinary  medicine  has  been  hi- 
therto content  to  borrow  a  few  hints  of  doubtful  application,  from  her 
elder  fifter;  but  if  the  method  here  recommended  was  adopted,  (be 
might  probably  pav  back  the  obligation  with  interefl :  And  if  the  fame 
pradice  was  pofOble  with  refpefl  to  the  human  fubjeCt,  medical  fcience 
might  make  more  certain  advances  in  one  year,  than  it  has  hitherto  fince 
the  days  of  Esculapius.  The  difference  between  fubje^  dying  of  dif- 
eafe  and  thofe  flaughtered  in  the  progrefs  of  it,  is  material  to  accurate 
observation. " 

•  «« It  ii  relaxed  so  much,  that  it  would  hold  two  or  tfai«t  liaBcs  w  much  as  there 
is  found  in  it  It  is  also  scipi- transparent,  and  the  bigb  cokviir  of  the  urine  may  be 
disUactly  pvrceived  through  it.  '* 
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Ciinigtte  Ckirwfkale^  eu  Memoirrs  ef  ObservfllioM'.df  Chintrgjh 
CUniquci  et  sur  d^atUrcs  ohjets  relntifs  a  PArt  dt  Gtterir.  Par 
Ph.  Pellktan,  Chimrgien  Consultant  de  L.  L.  MM.  JJ.  el 
R.,  Chev^iller,  Meinbre  de  la  L^gioa  d'Honneur,  Cbirurgicn 
en  Chef  <Je  riipt^l  Dieu^  Profesheur  de  Clini^ue  CUii'urgicaIti 
&C.  &c.  &c  3  Twies,  dvo.     Fmis^lSlO, 

AfT£B  gkticing  our  eyes  over  the  title-page  of  this  new  worfc^ 
and  examining  tlie  preliiee  and  table  of  enntenta*  we  sai 
down,  according  to  the  custoro  of  critica,  to  the  task  of  Belf-es&r 
suninaticn,— «forwe  then  consider  ourselvee  qualified  todisoers 
bow  much  the  author  ha«  added  to  our  original  Ktock  of  ideaa^ 
The  ho&fyoroble  situationn  which  are  lieM  by  M.  Pelletao,  point 
out  the  sources  of  exteasiire  experience  in  surgery.^  and  we  ara 
told,  that  he  has  been  forty  years  in  pra/ctice,  fifteen  of  which 
he  has  .passed  .as  senior  surgeon  of  a  hirge  hospital.  Time^  howv 
eirer#  has  opposite  effects  npon  op^oiosite  chaiaeters.  Instead  cf 
expanding  and*enUrging  this  citnical  prof&ssor!s  mind,  it  seema 
to  have  shri vetted  and  contracted  his  original  capacity}  and  tha 
precepaand  eicample  of*Moraiid,  Dessadt,  Sabbatter,  and  Chor 
part,  have  (Mily  made  him  unusuaUy  conceited,  to  speak  very  of» 
ten  of  his  own  skill,  and  ve^  contemptuously  of  his  professional 
brethren.  M.  Pellctan  is  evidently  below  par  in^his  surgical  in* 
ibrmatioo,  especially  on  the  subjects  of- aneurism  and  nernias 
he  is  probably  esteemed  only  a  second-rate  |)ractitioner  at  Paris^ 
and  would  certainly  rank  very  low  in  this  (country,  if  a  new  claiH 
sification  of  surgeons  were  to  be  made,  not  accoirdhig  to  length 
6[  yaara,  but  depth  of  wisdom*  In  the  dearth  of  Continenial 
pubficati^^is,  however,  we  are  disposed  to  adopt  the  tolerating 
niaxim  of  Pliny,  '^  nullum  esse  libntm  tam  malimi  nt  non  ex 
aliqna  parte  prodesset; "  and,  bearing  this  aphorism  in  miqd^ 
we  proceed  to  give  an  analysis  of  the  principal  conli^ts  of  thes^ 
three  volumes^ 

The  first  nienioir  is  on  Bronchotomy^  in  which  M.  Pelletan 
speaks  from  experience  of  that  operation,  and  of  the  cases  whicl^ 
require  its  perfoirmance  ^  he  compares  the  longitudinal  opening 
made  by  incision  with  the  transverse  wottnds  of  the  trnche«k 
utikfa  are  frequently  made  by  suicides*  On  this  subject,  the  exrf 
ceHent  memoirs  of  Loois  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  volumes  of  Mem^ 
Acad*  de  Cbirurg»  could  not  be  passed  over  without  beitawing  it 
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tribate  of  approbatioDi  in  referring  to  those  papers :  Our  nthor 
bad  only  to  follow  the  directions  Uiere  laid  down,  and  to  record 
bis  success  in  so  doinpr,  to  encourage  others  to  the  same  bold  and 
judicious  practice.  Bronchotomy  is  followed  by  few  inoonve- 
niences,  and  may  be  performed  with  the  greatest  benefit  in  ma- 
ny  cases  of  threatened  suffocation,  from  foreign  bodies  b^ng 
lodged  in  the  windpipe,  and  perhaps  in  some  cases  of  croup 
or  angina,  M.  Pelletan  extracted  in  one  child  a  Frendi-b^, 
which  was  lodged  in  the  trachea ;  in  another  case,  the  lower  jaw 
of  a  mackerel ;  and  in  a  third,  a  button,  with  complete  success. 
An  unfortunate  case  is  related  of  a  flint  stone  slipping  into  the 
larynx  of  a  child,  which  terminated  fiitally,  in  consequence  of  the 
cperation  being  too  long  delayed,  before  Uie  precise  cause  of  the 
cnild's  sufferings  was  discovered.  The  mode  of  operating  adopt- 
ed, is  to  divide  the  trachea  between  the  thyroid  cartilage  and 
annular  portion  of  the  cricoid,  b^  a  bold  longitudinal  incision. 
He  has  found  no  difficulty  in  hethng  the  wound  of  the  cartOages, 
and  never  saw  a  case  where  the  opening  did  not  dose  speedily 
after  the  operation ;  whilst  the  transverse  wounds  inflicted  by  sui- 
cides always  heal  slowly;  and,  in  more  than  half  the  cases  which 
occur,  are  followed  by  violent  haemorrhage,  inflammation,  and 
d^th.  The  foreign  substance  lodged  in  the  trachea  or  larynx, 
is  generally  forced  out  as  soon  as  an  opening  is  made,  though  it 
sometimes  sticks,  either  from  its  shape  or  situation,  and  must 
then  be  extracted  with  the  finger  or  forceps.  The  voice  is  not 
afiectcd  by  the  operation,  except  when  the  larynx  is  divided,  in 
which  case  it  remains  hoarse  for  a  considerable  time.  M.  PeDe- 
tan  has  had  no  experience  of  the  effect  of  bronchotomy  in  croop: 
what  he  says,  therefore,  on  that  subject,  is  merely  speculative. 
It  is  difiicuit  to  seize  the  exact  period  in  dangerous  cases  of  croup, 
when  bronchotomy  is  likely  to  save  the  patient's  life  $  for  whilst 
expectoration  is  free,  it  is  unnecessary;  and  when  suffocation  b 
threatened  from  the  inflammation  extending  along  the  bronchiae, 
it  must  be  useless.  The  following  case  will  point  out  the  sym- 
ptoms indicating  the  operation,  to  prevent  suffocation,  and  the 
speedy  relief  which  it  affords. 

Obs.  2.— « In  the  month  of  May,  1798,  a  child,  three  years  old,  was 
brought  to  the  Hotel  Dieu,  who  had  been  playing  with  gome  French 
beans,  and  in  putting  them  in  ite  mouth  one  had  slipped  into  the  wind- 
pipe. The  child  had  coughed  incessantly  for  tliree  days,  and  some- 
times seemed  in  imminent  danger  of  being  suffocated.  This  time  had 
been  spent  m  givmg  emeUcs,  introducing  instruments  into  the  oeso- 
phagus,  under  pretence  of  forcing  the  foreign  substance  to  pass  into 
the  stomach,  and  in  inspiring  the  parents  with  a  dangerous  degree  of 

^^n^Tu  !T^'^  u"  V*^  ^«^«"^»^»  o^  'eP«»«  which  the  child  eape. 
rienced,  but  duruig  which  it  kept  makmg  a  rattling  noise  in  its  th«MU, 
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a  characterlsUc  sign  of  the  complaint.  I  resolved  instantly  to  per. 
fbnn  the  operation  of  broncdotomy.  The  child  was  very  f^at :  thi« 
circumstance,  added  to  the  small  diameter  of  the  trachea  at  this  age^ 
rendered  the  laying  bare  the  anterior  part  of  the  canal  difficult.  How. 
ever  the  rings  of  the  trachea  were  divided ;  and  there  was  hardly  any 
perceptible  interval  between  the  incisiony  and  the  expulsion  of  the! 
foreign  substance.  The  bean  had  become  swelled,  and  increased  in 
size,  from  maceration.  The  child  seemed  to  be  restored  to  life ;  it 
spoke  freely :  a  small  quantity  of  blood,  which  fell  into  the  trachea, 
produced  coughing,  which  in  turn  threw  the  blood  out  again.  This 
circumstance  has  the  appearance  of  convulsion,  and  may  alarm  per- 
sons not  accustomed  to  it ;  but  it  is  the  guarantee  of  the  patient's  life, 
by  expelling  constantly,  and  without  difficulty,  whatever  gets  into  the 
canal  of  respiration.  After  half  an  hour  had  elapsed,  I  brought  the 
edges  of  the  wound  together  :  they  were  kept  in  contact  by  proper 
bandages ;  the  wound  suppurated,  and  was  cured  in  twenty  days.  The 
child's  voice  did  not  remain  sensibly  altered. "     p.  5. 

Aneurism  is  the  subject  of  several  memoirs,  both  in  the  first 
and  second  volume  of  these  clinical  observations.    Several  cases 
of  internal  aneurisms  are  described^  to  show  how  formidable  suid 
full  of  danger  these  diseases  are  $  and  yet  that  they  are  suscep- 
tible, not  only  of  being  relieved,  but  sometimes  of  being  even 
cured,  b^  copious  and  repeated  blood-letting  from  the  arm,  by 
the  apphcation  of  leeches,  by  rigid  abstinence,  by  rest,  and  by 
applying  ice,  and  cold  and  astringent  lotions  to  the  enlarged  aor« 
ta,  according  to  the  phui  of  treatment  proposed  by  Valsalva* 
Three  patients  with  aneurism  of  the  aorta,  were  permanently 
cured  by  this  method ;  one  case  was  greatly  relieved;  but  the  dis« 
ease  returned  the  following  year,  in  consequence  of  tlie  patient's 
return  to  his  former  intemperate  habits.    In  another  case,  the  tu« 
mour  and  dilatation  was  removed  from  the  origin  of  the  aorta, 
but  recurred  in  another  part  of  that  vessel  lower  down.     Those 
cases  which  were  unsusceptible  of  cure,  are  said  to  have  been 
relieved  by  the  measures  pursued,  with  difibrent  degrees  of  suc- 
cess, in  fourteen  instances  of  internal  aneurisms  $  and  one  case 
of  aneurism  of  the  axillary  artery,  is  mentioned  as  being  cured 
by  this  re  nmen,  which  M.  Pelletan  considered  a  hopeless  case, 
Act  admiti^  ^g  of  any  assistance  from  a  surgical  operation.     The 
plan  of  treatment  appears  very  severe^  and  would  probably  be 
reluctantly  submitted  to  by  the  class  of  patients  who  are  most 
subject  to  aneurism  of  the  aorta.     Some  of  these  patients  lost 
iiine  ounces  of  blood  in  a  morning,  and  six  ounces  in  the  even- 
ing, for  .several  successive  days ;  at  the  same  time  they  were  debar- 
red from  taking  any  thing  more  than  diluting  liquids :  in  this  re* 
fpect,  it  is  worthy  of  observation  to  notice  to  what  extent  the 
system  of  dq>letion  may  be  carried  with  impunity,  and  evcA 
^ith  advantage. 
vuu  viji.  Ko.  30*  j( 
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We  proceed  but  a  few  pages  in  the  memoir  on  p<q)lit8eal  ati- 
eurism,  before  we  find  the  autbor  commencing  an  attack  upoir 
John  Hunter ;  the  masterly  suggestion  of  that  eminent  eurgeoD, 
to  tie  up  the  artery  in  the  thifi;n7to  avoid  the  diseased  portion  of 
the  artery  near  the  anem*ismaf  sac,  is  not  regarded  or  understood 
by  M.  Pelletan;  and  he  views  the  applause  so  justly  bestowed  od 
that  proposal  with  a  very  unfavouraole  eye.    But,  although  he 
hesitates  not  to  find  fault  with,  and  to  reject  Hunter^s  nuMle  of 
operating,  his  reproacK  is  entirely  unsupported  by  physioio«cgl| 
practical,  or  indeed  by  any  other  arguments.    He  contentshim- 
self  with  triumphing  in  the  failure  of  two  cases,  erroneously  said 
to  have  been  operated  upon  after  Hunter's  mettiod,  akhoagh  the 
tumor  in  the  ham  was  most  injudiciously  opened,  and  tSe  pa^ 
tients  were  allowed  to  die  from  secondai^  haemorrhage,  m  con- 
sequence of  the  ignorance  and  prejudice  of  Uie  Ir^ich  sur- 
geons.   Whilst  speaking  of  employing  two  ligatures,  and  divid- 
ing the  artery  between  them,  M.  PeOetan  does  condescend  to 
approve  that  mode:*— 4his  idea,  he  says^  has  been  attribitted  V^ 
aome  surgeon  or  other  of  the  present  day,  (a  je  ne  saiaqpid  chi- 
rur^en  ae  ces  demiers  temps);  but  he  remembers  Taian  spoke 
positively  on  this  point  forty  years  ago,  and  urged  the  use  of  it. 
Why  then  was  it  not  practised  at  the  HpUl  Sieu  by  M.  Pdktan 
smd  his  colleagues  i  The  excuse  for  tliia  omission  is  poor  and  in^ 
consistent: — the  author  appears  to  have  lefirnt  the  advantages  of 
employing  two  ligatures,  and  dividing  the  vessel  since  he  per*' 
formed  hia  clumsy  operations ;»  he  probably  got  has  infiMrmaidoD 
from  Maunoir'a  neat  litde  essay  on  this  very  question. 

The  *  Obseroaiions  an  tumors  reoMtrkaUe/ur  their  utuaHon  and 
their  nature^  *  contain  several  curious  cases  $  the  purport  of  thdr 
history  is  to  enforce  the  propriety  of  early  exUrpation.  On  sy« 
pkilis,  M.  PeOetan  holds  many  heterodoxical  opinionay  and  he  has 
given  aome  extraordinary  proofs  of  them :  he  thinks  the  veoereat 
virus  may  remain  latent  in  the  constitution  for  twenty  years  ;  auid 
although  the  parents  be  free  from  secondary  symptoms,  their 
children  become  a&cted  in  a  way  which  soon  proves  fotai^  un*! 
less  preparations  of  mercury  are  administered.  Solution  of  cor-| 
rosive  sublimate  is  the  remedy  employed  by  our  author  upon  a)l| 
occasions,  he  aays,  with  invariable  success : — ^be  gives  it  onlyj 
in  small  doses,  and  only  for  a  short  time.  This  pi^paration  ol 
mercury  is  frequently  administered  at  Paris,  along  with  two  celeJ 
brated  quadc^  medicines,  k  sirop  de  Cwkiier  and  lerobde  Z«^tvJ 
tewr^  which  are  composed  of  a  decoction  of  sars^jariUa,  white  ros^ 
leaves,  and  other  vegetables.  These  extraordinary  cases,  as  th^ 
are  termed,  rcsemme  those  pseudo-syphilitic  diseases  which  ai^ 
not  wparendy  known  by  the  surgeons  at  Paris  to  exist,  altfaougl^ 
&ey  nave  been  so  ably  pointed  out  by  the  surgeoitt  of  Londoii^ 
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The  first  volame  concludes  with  a  memoir  on  forensic  medicine^ 
or  medical  jurisprudence,  as  it  is  more  usually  called »  in  which 
the  author  has  delivered  some  good  remarks  upon  several  import- 
ant cases,  which  wer^  brought  before  coroners,  juries,  and  ma« 
gistrate&  Having  no  time  now  left  for  for  ^tering  upon  the 
discussion  of  these  topics,  we  shall  pass  on. 

The  second  Tolume  contains  the  Professor's  observations  upoa 
particular  aneurisms ;  and  he  arrogates  to  himself  the  discovery 
of  a  new  species  of  this  disease,  the  nature  of  which  he  has  en- 
tirely mistaken,  and  has  placed  among  those  affections  of  the 
arteries,  to  which  it  does  not  belong.  The  case  is  decidedly  one 
ofRmgHs  Hamatodes:  but  M.  Pelietan  insists  on  its  being  what 
he  is  pleased  to  designate  an  aneurism  by  erosian^  or  the  aneurism 
of  Pott.  It  does  indeed  resemble  a  case  related  by  Pott  as  one 
of  the  diseases  of  the  limb  requiring  amputatiop,  but  which  that 
able  writer  confesses  himself  at  a  loss  how  to  name,  (vide  Pott's 
Works,  Vol.  ILL) ;  and  it  is  like  other  cases  described  by  Ab«r« 
nethy,  Wardn^,  Burns,  and  Hey.  The  knowledge  recently  ao« 
quii^d  of  this  disease,  does  not  seem  to  have  enlightened  the  sur« 
geons  at  the  Hotel  Dieu,  either  by  reading  or  reflection*  The  first 
case  decribed  by  our  author,  is  a  tumor  on  the  fore-arm,  which 
was  opened  and  hiealed  three  successive  times,  and  at  length  the 
limb  was  amputated.  Several  surceons  attended  this  patient,  and 
disputed  about  the  nature  of  the  disease,  without  coming  to  any 
dearer  notion  of  it.  In  the  second  case  f  for  two  are  here  related 
circumstantially,  and  at  great  length )j  tne  tumor  was  seated  in. 
the  thi^;  it  was  opened,  and  then  extirpated;  and  then  tuber* 
cles  and  haemorrhage  sprouted  out,  which  led  tliis  sagacious  ope- 
rator to  tie  the  femoral  artery  in  dirce  different  places,  at  three 
difiereat  times,  till  at  last  the  inevitable  consequences  were  in- 
duced, mortification  and  death.  Not  the  slightest  mark  of  dis- 
ease could  be  detected  in  any  of  the  blood-vessels  of  the  limb; 
nor  had  they  any  communication  with  the  cyst  of  the  tumor;  yet 
this  exotie  will  persist  in  calling  it  a  new  aneurism. 

lA  the  memoirs  on  eecfymosis^  h€emarrkages,  physictogy,  dis" 
eases  of  tie  hearty  amputation^  and  hernia^  we  find  nothing  new» 
nothing  to  attract  attention^  In  truth,  the  last  of  these  subjects  haa 
beoi  of  late  years  handled  by  the  first  masters  of  our  art;  and  our 
treatises  display  a  skill,  and  labour,  arid  research,  which  will  long 
be  toiled  after,  with  vain  emulation,  by  the  panting  professors  of 
tlie  present  continental  schools  of  surgery.  Be  it  understood, 
however,  that  we  put  in  a  savin|r  clause  for  Scarpa's  work  on 
Hernia,  in  five  numbers  folio,  which  we  have  only  seen  advertis- 
ed for  sale  at  the  publishers  of  M.  Palletan's  work,  in  the  Palais- 
Royal.  We  shall  endeavour  to  get  it,  to  compare  with  our  own 
splendid  folios. 

22 
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PART  III. 
Medical  intelligence. 


Mepoi-t  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  Public  DiSPENSAJtYj  (near 
Carey-Streetji  London^  from  Nov.  30,  1811,  to  Feb.  29,  1812. 


AcaTE  Disease^, 


Febris     .... 

■  post  partum 

€]rnanche  tonsillaris 

■      ■ :  trachealts 

Catarrhus  *•  •  • 
Pleuritis.  •  •  * 
Peripneumonia 


Pertussis 

Peritonitis 

Djsenteria 


-  notha 


Ko.  of  Cases. 
18 

I 
1 
1 
92 
2 

1 


2 

18 


Cholera  •  ... 
Rubeola  •  .  . 
Scarlatiuff  .  . 
Roseola  .  «  . 
Erysipelas  .  • 
Febris  infantum 
Hydrocephalus 
Apoplexia  J,  • 
Rheumatismus  acutus 
Arthritis  rheumatica 
Abortro  .    .    .    .    i 


No.  of  Ca««K. 


Chronic 
Ko.  of  Cases. 

•  Cephal^a    •••..«  18 

Vertigo 5 

Ophthalmia  tarsi  •     •     •     •       1 

Cynanche  chron 4 

Ptyalismus 1 

Catarrhus  chroniciis  •     .     •  70 

Hemoptysis     •     .     *     .     •  1 1 

Phthisis       ..*...  23 

Asthma .3 

JDyspnoea  organica     .     .     *       1 

Palpitatio 1 

Dyspepsia 20 

Gastrodynia     .     .     .     •     •  IS 

Pyrosis 3 

Hsmatemesis  .     .     .     •    «      ] 

Icterus •     •       3 

Hepatalgia       «     .     •     •     •       4 
Diarrhea    ••#••.       9 


Diseases, 

ffo.  of  Cii««. 

Enterodynia     .     ^r    .     .     .  It 

Taenia     .......  1 

Lumbricus  ..«•.,  1 

Tumor  abdominis ....  1 

Marasmus    ••••••  4* 

Nephralgia 2 

Hysteralgia. 3 

J  Menorrhagia    .     .     .    .    •  8 

LeucorrhtEa 6 

Amenorrhoea 6 

Hajmorrhagia  utei  i     ,     ,    ,  2 

Enuresis.     ......  1 

Asthenia 12 


Chlorosis      .... 

Chorea 

Timor  hydrophobias  • 

Insania  .     .     . 

Paralysis      .... 
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Cbkonic  Dissasss  eontinued* 


Now  of  CaMi. 

Hysteria 4 

RheumaU  chron.  •     .     •    •  17 

Hemtcranta  rheamaL     •    •  1 

Pleurodyne 1 

Lumbago 1 

Phlegmatia  dolens     •     •    •  2 

Anasarca •  1 

Ascites 2 

Hydrothorax    .     .     •     .     .  2 

Hydrops  tot.  corporis     .     .  3 

■             orarii     •     •    .    .  1 


No.  of  CafCfc 

Scrofula 4» 

Lichen 2 

Prqrigo % 

Psoriasis       ......  4 

Erythema  tuberosum     .     .  1. 

Urticaria 1 

Herpes         1  . 

Eupia     »    ^     •     .    ,     *    .  1 

Impetigo     * 1 

Porrigo 10 

Scabies 14r 


The  winter  haw  been,  on  the  whole,  mild,  but  variable.  D(i« 
ring  the  first  three  weeks  of  December,  the  thermometer  was 
sometimes  above  50°,  and  seldom  below  40**,  with  the  wind 
farying  between  NW.  and  SW.  and  frequent  light  rains.  At 
Christmas  there  was  a  fall  of  snow,  which  lay  two  days  ^^^  it 
continued  frosty  for  a  week.  The  month  of  January  was  gene- 
rally doudy  and  foggy:  some  snow  fell  on  the  4th  and  5th,  and 
a  heavy  fail  occurred  on  the  7th.  On  the  lOtli,  so  dense  a  fog 
hung  over  the  metropolis  the  greater  part  of  the  day,  that,  even 
In  the  open  streets  and  squares,  it  was  necessary  to  use  candles. 
Some  clear  mild  days  occurred  about  the  middle  of  this  month, 
which  were  followed  by  a  few  dajs  of  slight  frost.  In  February 
the  rains  have  been  frequent,  anS  sometimes  very  heavy,  and  ac- 
companied with  gales  ot  wind  from  the  SW. 

The  list  of  diseases  affords  very  little  occasion  for  remark* 
During  the  whole  of  the  three  months,  the  number  of  catarrhal 
affections  has  been  considerable,  and  nearly  uniform;  but  no 
other  tribe  of  diseases,  on  which  the  season  of  the  year  had  any 
influence,  has  presented  itself.  There  has  been  no  epidemic ; 
the  contagions  appear  to  have  been  nearly  dormant;  and  t}7}hoid 
fevers  have  been  equally  rare.  The  febrile  diseases,  included 
under  the  first  article  in  the  list,  have  been  moderate  and  short 
in  their  duration,  and  have  terminated  well;  tbesepsorium  hav- 
ing seldom  been  observed  to  be  cflfected,  nor  the  heat  of  the  skin 
to  be  much  augmented.  A  brief  administration  of  diaphoretics 
and  purgatives,  with  an  anti])h logistic  diet,  has  appeared  to  com- 
prise all  the  requisite  treatment. 

The  two  cases,  set  di»wn  und^r  the  head  of  Roseola,  were  fo- 
brile  diseases,  and  one  of  them  was  of  considerable  severity  and 
juration.  In  both  thes<e  instances  the  rash  appeared  on  the  se- 
coiid  day  of  fever,  aad  conti^iued  beyond  the  ninth  day,  the  (e^ 
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ver  then  declining  wkb  it  In  the  more  severe  case,  the  rash  bore 
a  considerable  resemblance  to  that  of  rubeola,  consisting  of  nume- 
xtms  small,  slightly  elevated  spots,  of  a  pate  red  colour,  not  acQ> 
minated,  covering  the  face,  extremities,  and  trunk;  bwc,  at 
though  here  and  there  confluent,  not  forming  intocresoents,  fib 
the  measles,  nor  approaching  to  the  raspberry  hue.  The  patieDt 
complained  dnring  the  whole  period  of  great  general  distress;  the 
skin  was  exceedingly  hot,  although  the  perspifationa  were  con- 
mderable,  and  there  was  eveii  a  tendency  to  deliriufti.  On  the 
9th  dav  die  eruption  began  to  disappear,  and  the  fever  to  dimi- 
nish  $  out  she  was  left  in  a  state  ot  great  debility  and  languor, 
and  recovered  slowly.  Purgatives,  diaphoretics,  and  acids  were 
principally  employed ;  but  it  is  probable  that  a  cooler  bed  vsA 
i^artment,  than  the  parents  ot  the  girl  chose  to  maintaiD, 
ivould  have  materially  alleviated  the  complaint.  The  second 
patient,  a  younger  girl,  only  eleven  years  of  age,  exhibited  or 
the  second  day  of  a  moderate  fever,  accompanied  by  udmess, 
a  diffiise  rose-red  rash  on  the  \cf^f  of  an  erythematous  form, 
slighdy  elevated,  but  of  an  uneven  surface,  the  most  elevat* 
ed  parts  being  reddest:  on  t|ie  fourth  and  fifth  days  (the  fe- 
ver, with  slight  headach  continuing),  a  similar  rash  appear- 
ed on  the  arms ;  and  on '  the  sixth  day,  when  the  eruptioB 
on  the  legs  b^an  to  fade, 'a  large  circular  patch  of  the 
same  bright  red  rash,  showed  itself  upon  each  cheek.  These 
patches  were  extremely  vivid,  when  the  patient  was  first  seen  cm 
the  seventh  day,  at  which  dme  the  eruption  on  the  arms  was  less 
bright,  and  that  on  die  legs  was  much  faded,  the  elevated  parts 
only  remaining  red,  and  giving  a  mottled  appearance  to  the  skin. 
Some  remains  of  the  rash  contiriued  on  the  face  on  the  eleventh 
day,  when  she  visited  the  Dispensary,  free  from  fever ;  and  a 
slight  roughness  from  imperfect  desquamation,  was  found  on 
the  arms.  She  had  taken  some  laxative,  before  sh^  applied  to 
the  charity,  and  was  treated  with  infusum  rosae  and  magnrsis 
sulphas,  followed  by  the  decoction  of  cinchona^  and  sulphuric 
acid. 

These  febrile  rashes,  of  which  there  is  a  considerable  variety,* 
are  not  often  cither  dangerous  or  severe,  and  chiefly  deserve  to 
be  noticed  with  a  view  to  the  diagnosis  from  the  contagious  erup* 
tive  fevers,  scarlatina  and  measles.     I  lately  attended  a  case,  re-* 


•  Neither  of  tliese  caj«es  accorded  accurately  witli  tlic  species  of  roKola,  describ- 
ed bj  I'.  V.'i'iaij»  ws  ha%ing  most  frequently  occurred  to  his  obserratioo.  But  it 
ivere  not  easy  to  follow  these  rashes  throu/rh  all  thrir  varieties.  They  aereed  with 
bis  general  definition :  "  a  roh/t  eulotired  itHorescence,  viuiomly  figured^  irithou^ 
wbciiiU  pr  papulie,  and  n«i  conta^ua. "— OitL  III.  Genua  VX« 
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-femUing  the  fonner  of  these  la  appearance^  althou|^  not  In  the 
severity  of  the  concomitant  fever,  which  excited  a  great  alarm  in 
tiie  fiuBily,  from  the  belief  that  it  waa  icarlet  fever ;  a  supposi- 
tion which  waa  atrenffthened  by  the  occurrence  of  a  slight  sore 
throat.  But  a  carend  attendon  to  the  forori,  dtstribution,  and 
pjogreaa  of  the  ttiiptioo»  as  well  as  to  the  concomitant  circum- 
stances, w31  generaiBy  enable  an  observer,  accustomed  to  analyze 
those  iqvpemooes,  to  decide  promptly  as  to  their  dijBR>rence  from 
the  contagioiia  fevers  just  mentioned^  The  causes  of  them  are 
fay  no  means  easily  traced :  in  the  latter  ot  the  two  cases  above 
described,  the  disorder  was  supposed  to  have  been  occasioned  bjr 
having  been  excessively  heateo,  by  working  at  a  mangle,  a  week 
before  the  symptoms  appeared. 

The  case  entered  under  the  title  of  timor  hydrophobic  occur- 
Ted  in  an  elderly  woman,  who  bad  been  bitten  in  the  hand  by  a 
dog,  whidi  she  waa  apprehensive  was  rabid.  She  exhibited  a 
moat  extraordioaiy  d^mree  of  mental  agitation,  and  much  irrita^ 
bility  both  of  body  aJid  mind,  which  we  endeavoured  to  pacify 
by  the  pretence  of  prescribing  a  certain  preventive ;  but  without 
meetm  She  returned  to  the  Dispensary,  however,  in  the  course 
of  three  days,  perfectly  free  from  inquietude,  in  consequence  of 
the  wound  having  already  healed,  which,  she  conceived,  was  a 
proof  that  no  poison  had  been  inserted  with  the  dog's  tooth. 

Bedford  Mow^  Feb.  ^%  T.  B. 


AvoMa  the  numerous  testimonies  of  national  esteem  and  gra-* 
titude,  wluch  have  been  transmitted  to  Dr  Jenner  on  account  of 
his  invalnaUe  discovery,  the  following,  which  we  think  has  never 
been  laid  bef<Nre  the  public,  is  not  the  least  interestinff.  Hia 
treatise  on  vaccination  was  delivered  to  the  council  of  tne  Five 
Nations,  by  Mr  Claos,  with  the  following  address ;  and,  in  re- 
tnm,  the  council  presented  him  with  the  letter  which  follows^ 
•accompanied  by  the  Wamppm  Belt,  the  usual  token  of  friend- 
ahip  with  this  people,  which  are  new  in  Dr  Jenner's  possession. 
Our  readers  will  probably  not  deem  any  apok>gy  necessary  for 
introducing  these  documents  to  their  notice, 

Speech  of  William  Claus,  Emi.  I>eput]^8i|perintendant-Oeneral 
of  Indian  Affiurs,  to  the  Five  Nations,  assembled  in  council 
at  Fort  Oeorse  in  Upper  Canada,  8th  November  1807. 
Brothera  of  tbeFive  Nations, — Early  in  May  last.  His  Excels 

iency  Lieutenant  Governor  Gore  took  every  possible  means  to. 
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introduce  the  vaccine  inoculation  among  your  tribes;  bat  owing 
to  your  people  being  then  out  on  their  hunt,  it  did  not  takeplac^ 

When  on  public  business  here  about  a  month  after,  I  spoke  to 
you  again,  and  strongly  recommended  to  your  serious  considera- 
tion, the  introducing  among  your  people  this  valuable  discovery, 
the  want  of  which  you  soon  afterwards  felt  very  severely  in  the 
loss  of  one  of  your  chiefs,  Oughguaghga  John. 

Brothers,—!  have  now  the  great  satisfearon  to  deliver  you 
a  book  sent  to  you  from  England  by  that  great  man  Dr  Jenser, 
whom  God  enabled  to  discover  so  great  a  blessing  to  maokiod. 
It  explains  fully  all  the  advantages  derived  from  so  great  a  dis- 
covery. 

I,  therefore,  Brothers,  at  his  request,  and  in  his  name,  present 
this  book  to  the  Five  Nations,  as  a  token  of  his  regard  tor  you 
and  your  rising  generation,  by  which  many  valuable  lives  may 
be  preserved  from  that  most  dreadful  pestilence  the  small-pox. 

A  tru^  copy.  (Signed)  \Vm.  Claus,  D.  S.  G.  I.  A. 


(Speech  of  the  Five  Nations  assembled  in  council  at  Fort  Geoi^ 
ia  Upper  Canada,  to  Dr  Jeiiner,  London,  on  the  »th  of  No- 
vember IbO?. 

Present,    • 

Lieut.  Col.  Proctor,  4 1st  regt.  commanding  the  garrison, 

\Vm.  Claus,  E^q.  dept.  superintendant-general,  Indian  aSbixh 

I^ieut.  Saunders,  4- 1st  regt.    Lieut.  Fowler,  4-Ut  regt. 

Ensign  Bullock.        do.         W.  J.  Chew,  storekeeper,  Ind.  dq>t, 

David  Price,  ?  t^*  * 

Benjamin  Fairchild.S  Interpreters. 

Brother, — Our  father  has  delivered  to  us  the  book  you  sent  to 
inj-truct  us  how  to  use  the  discovery  which  the  Great  ^in^ 
mnde  to  you,  whereby  the  small-pox,  that  fatal  enemy  of  our 
tribes,  may  be  driven  from  the  earth.  We  have  deposited  your 
book  in  the  hands  of  the  man  of  skill,  whom  our  great  lather 
employs  to  attend  us  when  sick  or  wounded. 

We  shall  not  fail  to  teach  our  children  to  speak  the  name  of 
Jenner,  and  to  tiiank  the  Great  Spirit  for  bestowing  upon  him 
so  much  wisdom  and  so  much  benevolence. 

We  send  with  this  a  Belt  and  String  of  Wampum,  in  token  of 
our  acceptance  of  your  precious  gift;  and  we  beseech  the  Great 
S|iirit  to  take  care  of  you  in  tliis  world  and  in  the  Land  of  S?i- 
friU. 


I81S. 
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Chie&^  Names. 


Dewadtfaanmegea, 

DekajoDwage^ 

AigoiraDe, 

Auneai, 

Cossoouete, 

Ooiiidak^ 

Caughcaw, 

Ussweghtagehte, 

Sttwcsyewathaw, 
Ei^awgdMCe, 


Tribes*  Signatures. 


Interprelaiicm  of  the 
Names. 


Nations. 


Two  pointed  arrows. 
Two  Wampum  Misl 
Clear  sk}r, 

Feather  on  bis  bead,      j 

Movinga  tree  with  brush'} 
and  planting  it,  f 

Town  desCroyer,  J 

Ra^en, 
Beltcairicr, 

Disturber  of  Sleep, 


•  Mohawks. 


>  Onondagas. 


^Oneidas. 


Fish  carrier, 


Cayoagas. 


An  accmtrit  of  a  particular  species  of  Counter-Fracture^  bj  Pro- 
fessor Thomson. 

At  a  late  meeting  of  the  Chinirgical  Society  of  Edinburgh^ 
Professor  Thomson  gave  an  account  of  a  particular  species  of 
counter- fracture,  which  he  had  repeatedly  had  occasion  to  ob« 
serve  in  the  examination  of  the  crania  of  persons  dying  in  con- 
sequence of  injuries  of  the  head.  This  is  a  variety  of  counter- 
fracture,  which  seems  to  be  more  frequent  in  its  occurrence, 
and  more  determinate  in  its  position  than  any  of  those  hitherto 
descicibed  by  practical  authors.  It  occurs  in  the  basis  of  the 
cranium,  and  runs  along  that  portion  of  the  temporal  bone, 
which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and  of  the 
meatus  auditorius  extcrnus.  In  some  instances,  it  exists  on  one 
side  only  of  the  head ;  in  others  it  occurs  in  both ;  sometimes 
witii,  and  at  other  times  without  a  fracture  of  the  sphenoid  or 
occipital  bones.  The  Professor  illustrated  his  account  of  this 
species  of  injury  by  the  detailed  history  of  fouitcen  cascsi  witk 
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directions  taken  partly  from  his  own  practice^  but  chiefly  firo« 
ibe  Journals  of  the  Royal  Infirmary-  i .  .  * 

The  foUowinff  are  some  of  the  more  general  results  which  he 
dednced  from  the  particular  histories  of  the  cases  he  related. 

W,  That  fracture  at  the  basis  of  the  cranium,  is  an  exceed- 
ingly common  occurrence  from  external  violence  applied  to  the 
posterior,  upper^  and  lateral  parts  of  the  head. 

2rf,  That  this  fracture  usually  runs  across  the  basis  of  tkc 
cranium^  from  temple  to  temple,  in  that  portion  of  the  temporsi 
bone,  which  forms  the  roof  of  the  cavity  of  the  tympanum,  and 
ineatus  auditorins  externus,  where  the'bone  seems  to  be  thinner 
and  weaker  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  basis  of  the  cranium. 

Srf,  That  thi9  variety  of  counter-fracture  is  usually,  from  the 
first,  .accompanied  by  hemorrhage  from  one  or  both  ears,  by  a 
gi«ater  or  less  degree  of  stupor,  and  in  general  also  by  a  dim>- 
nished  frequency  of  the  pulse.  ^        , 

4^//,  That  the  greatest  number  of  adults  afiFected  in  this  man* 
uer  by  external  violence,  die  of  tlie  injury  which  they  have  re- 
ceived, some  after  a  period  of  one,  two,  or  three  days,  and  others 
not  till  after  a  longer  interval.  ^  ^ 

Stkf  That  in  three  of  the  cases  of  this  species  of  injury  which 
liave  comi  under  the  notice  of  the  observer,  a  portion  of  the 
brain  was  diifchar^d  along  with  the  blood  from  the  ear,  soon 
after  receiving  the  injury. 

6/A,  That  m  ail  of  the  fourteen  cases  rdated,  of  death  suc- 
ceeding to  injuries  of  the  head,  foUowed  immediately  by  bleed- 
ing from  one  or  bpth  ears,  the  membrana  tympani  has  been 
found  lacerated^ '  ^d  the  bone  covering  the  external  and  inter- 
nal  cavity  of  ihe  ear  fracti^red. 

7^A,  That  the  dura  mater  has  always  been  found  separated 
more  or  less  in  the  line  of  (his  fracture,  in  some  instances  lacer- 
ated, and  in  others  blood  extravasated  between  it  and  the  bone. 

ttJkf  That  those  portions  of  the  middle  k>bes  of  the  brain  whick 
lie  over  the  usual  course  of  this  fracture,  are  found  to  exhibit 
^ifferem  marks  of  injury,  such  as  eochymosis,  softness  of  tex- 
inre,  fess  of  substance,  and,  in  those  who  survive  the  injury  for 
a  day  or  two,  sometimes  very  evident  marks  of  suppuration. 

Same  Account  of  the  German  Universities. 
The  old,  and  once  celebrated  universities  of  Germany,  are 
•ambling  into  pieces  like  the  political  institutions  of  the  conti* 
Dent  of  Europe.  Within  these  last  two  years,  acoountt  have 
reached  us,  of  the  universities  of  Helmstadt,  Altdorf  and  Rintda 
having  expired,  and  many  others  are  fast  approaching  towards 
the  same  fate.    Grieswald  and  Erfurt  are  nearly  deserted ;  sod 
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Halle  Mtemi  likely  to  be  ecUpsed  by  the  splendid  endowments  cS 

the  newh^  arranged  university  at  Berlin.    The  king  of  Pmssia, 

**  tired  of  wa^s  alarms,"  bas  devoted  his  attention  to  die  revival 

of  learning,  and  the  arts  and  sciences,  in  his  capital.     He  has 

given  a  royal  palace,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  spacious  class.* 

rooms  for  lectures;  and  he  has  established  galleries  for  works  of 

arts,  and  museums  of  natural  history.   Professors  and  superintend* 

ants  have  been  invited  from  the  neighbouring  universities ;  and 

medicine^  like  a  wax  nose,  is  to  be  moulded  and  fashioned  into 

some  new  form,  to  attract  the  homage  of  stud^ts  to  the  banks 

oi  the  S^ree.    Reil  has  been  induced  to  quit  Halle  for  an  ap-> 

pointment  and  salary  adequate  to  his  merit: — he  presides  over 

the  medical  department,  and  was  to  commence  his  lectures  this 

fnesent  winter.    Hufehmd,  who  has  been  resident  at  Berlin  for 

several  years,  is  also  to  deliver  lectures  on  some  branch  of  medi* 

cine  and  physiology.   Bernstein  is  to  teach  surgery,  Hermbstaedt 

chemistry,  willdenow  botany,  and  Rudolph  comparative  anato^ 

my  and  zoology.     Professor  Wmss,  from  Leipsic,  is  appointed 

•operintendant  of  the  mineral  cabinet,  and  to  lecture  on  minera« 

logy.    Gottingen  continues  to  flourish,  we  are  told,  under  the 

auspices  of  King  Jerome;  and  Halle  is  said  to  have  experienced 

the  patronage  of  his  new  Majesty  and  his  ministers  m  a  very 

distinguished  manner.    This  last  piece  of  intelligence  interests 

ns  as  BritoDs,  watohing  over  any  attack  upon  public  liberty,  and 

as  men  of  science,  who  recdlect  with  pleasure  their  former  ac* 

qnaiBtance  with  the  members  of  that  once  free  and  celebrated 

university.     Halle  has  long  been  distinguished  for  its  eminent 

professors  in  the  departments  of  medicine.    Stahl,  Hoffman,  and 

Gren,  contributed  much  to  raise  its  reputation,  which  has  of 

late  years  be^i  well  supported  by  the  talents  of  Reil,  Loder, 

Sprengd,  Gilbert,  and  others.     We  hope  her  star  will  not  be 

eclipsra,  by  being  forced  into  another  sphere  of  motion.     Whilst 

Halle  remained  under  the  government  of  f  russia,  she  enjoyed 

all  the  privileges  of  independence,  by  bein?  left  alone ;  the  ex* 

ertions  of  the  professors  were  not  damped  by  ample  salaries ; 

and  the  pursuits  and  opinions  of  the  students  were  not  checked 

by  arbitrafy  regulations.    In  1802,  the  total  number  of  students 

at  Halle,  was  estimated  at  6S4;   in  1905,  the  medical  students 

amounted  to  100,  the  students  of  theology  to  200 ;  but  the  most 

numerous  class  studied  law,  which  comprehended  the  sons  of 

noblem«i  and  rich  merchants,  as  wdl  as  lawyers,  who  were  sent 

there  for  general  edacation.    There  were  no  medical  societies  at 

which  the  young  men  met  at  ittated  times,  consequently  not 

much  emulation  or  spirit  of  inquiry  among  them,  though  every 

iiew  systenir  of  philosophy  had  its  advocates  and  partisans.    The 
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cxamhrations  for  conferring  degrees,  are  not  limited  to  any  par- 
ticular time  of  the  year;  each  studeot  undei^oes  his  examination 
lor  a  degree  whenever  he  demands  it ;  he  only  submits  to  one 
trial,  which  lasts  two  or  three  hours,  and  is  attended  by  aH*tiie 
medical  faculty.  Four  ycafs  is  the  usual  period  of  study,  before 
amy  application  i$  made  for  a  degree.  The  candidate  defends  a 
l^tin  thesis  publickly,  but  this  is  generally  written  by  one  of  the 
professors,  and  is  merely  pro  forinu.  The  session  for  lectures, 
both  in  winter  and  summer,  is  like  that  adopted  in  our  Scoti&h 
Univcrsiliea.  There  was  no  public  hospital  attached  to  the  uni- 
versily  seven  years  ago ;  the  infirmary  whid)  belonged  to  the 
town,  for  the  inception  of  sick  poor,  only  contained  twelve  beds. 
The  clinical  establishment  was  founded  upon  a  no^ocoiRf ton  ambu* 
latoritim,  a  species  of  dispensary,  where  patients  were  admitted 
and  visLtt>d  at  their  own  houses.  Cases  were  entrusted  to  the  care 
of  senior  students,  who  drew  up  the  history  of  the  disease  and 
the  daily  reports,  which  were  submitted  to  the.  clinical  pro- 
fessor $  and  he  {superintended  the  treatment,  and  occasionally  vi- 
sited the  patient.  In  this  respect,  Berlin  is  better  qualified  for 
a  school  of  medicine  than  Halle;  for  it  has  a  large  hospital,  and 
^od  clinical  wards. 

Lodcr's  museum,  and  his  lecture-room,  are  under  the  same 
roof  witli  his  dwelling-house.  He  lecmres  on  anatomy,  physio* 
lug}',  and  surgery  ;  and  practises  as  physician,  surgeon  and  ac» 
coucheur.  His  anatomical  preparations  are  arranged  in  exqui* 
aitcly  neat  order,  in  several  rooms,  according  to  the  structure  of 
hard  and  soft  parts  of  animal  bodies.  They  are  very  numerous, 
and  many  of  the  injected  preparations  singularly  happy  and  beaa« 
tiful.  Many  rare  and  important  morbid  preparations,  from 
which  drawings  were  made  for  publication,  ought  ere  this  time 
to  have  been  made  known  to  pathologists  in  this  country,  if  the 
unfortunate  state  of  public  affairs  had  not  stopped  our  peaceful 
communication  with  Hamburgh  and  Leip^c*  There  u  another 
extensive  collection  of  anatomical  preparations  at  Halle,  which 
was  begun  at  Berlin  by  Meckel  the  first,  and  has  been  increased 
by  the  labours  of  his  son  and  ^andson.  It  occupies  three  large 
rooms,  and  is  particularly  rich  in  diseased  specimens,  which  pro- 
bably the  pix^sent  Professor  Meckel  will  describe  in  the  Journal  of 
Morbid  Anatomy  that  he  announced  two  years  ago. 

Lectures  on  chenustrj'  and  natural  pbiJoaophy,  are  given  by 
Gilbert,  the  learned  editor  of  Annalen  de  P/tysik^  His  laboratory 
is  well  furnished  with  chemical  apparatus  ;  be  has  models  and 
instruments  of  all  kinds,  many  of  them  costly,  and  all  of  them 
f>urchascd  and  collected  by  his  own  industry.  It  is  to  be  hoped, 
•iiM*  so  many  years  labour,  that  it  wiJI  not  be  deprived  of  that 
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rewiutly  ^hidb  is  justly  du^  to  his  indefatigable  exertions  in  his 
fiivourite  study  of  chemistry,  or  want  that  best  and  most  flatter- 
ing encouragement  which  a  numerous  class  of  pupils  can  give  to 
his  aseal  and  ingenuity. 

The  puUic  library  is  upon  a  large  scale ;  the  building  is  hand- 
sooie,  situated  on  an  eminence,  somewhat  inconveniently,  at  one 
end  of  the  town,  with  trees  planted  around  it,  and  a  row  of 
busts  of  celebrated  men  in  front.  It  contains  a  multitude  of 
books;  but  complaints  were  made  by  the  curatora,  of  the  difficu^ 
ty  in  procurintv  English  scientific  works,  they  are  so  dear,  and  so 
rarely  exporter ;  and  no  less  di£Bculty  attends  the  getting  books 
from  Italy :  But,  in  spite  of  these  obstacles,  the  professors  are 
acquainted,  through  the  means  of  their  reviews  and  periodical 
works,  with  every  book  that  is  published  in  the  difiercnt  nations 
of  the  world. 

The  botanical  gardeit  is  a  smafl  one,  but  it  is  scientifically 
hid  oat  by  Sprengel,  who  lectures  with  great  applause  oh  bot»* 
ny.  In  our  frequent  visits  to  the  profi^ssors,  whose  politeness 
and  attention  coukl  not  be  exceeded,  we  frequently  heard  the 
praises  of  our  country,  not  vaguely,  but  discriminately  marked. 
The  discovery  of  vaccination  was  more  tlian  once  mentioned  as 
the  roost  glorious  work  of  any  age ;  and  they  could  not  help  eit- 
vying  England  the  honour  of  having  Jentier  for  her  son  and 
subject 

Perhaps  there  have  been  too  many  universities  in  Germany, 
and  it  may  be  serviceable  to  collect  and  concentrate  the  talent  cf 
the  different  states ;  but  we  fear  the  scourge  of  war  will  destroy 
many  of  the  good  with  the  bad ;  and  though  the  privileged  uni- 
versities may  be  better  supplied,  being  fewer  in  number,  -with 
the  means  of  affording  a  scientific  education,  yet  the  destruction 
of  so  many  seminaries,  where  tiie  lectures,  as  well  as  the  means 
of  living,  were  cheap,  may  cut  off  many  rontinnrs  from  the 
practice  of  medicine,  whose  situation  in  society  is  very  import- 
ant, and  whose  condition  has  been  in  Germany  of  late  years  so 
much  improved. 

February  iSth,  IS  12. 

Observations  on  the  Connexion  between  Impef fiction  in  tfte  srveral 
Functions  in  one  Sex ^  with  certain  Ajfpruximation  in  futm  to 
the  other. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  of  the  female  of  the  haman  species, 
which  has  not,  as  far  as  I  know,  been  particularly  noticed,  viz. 
that  some  women  having  more  hair  upon  their  faces  than  others 
(approaching  to  the  beard  in  men),  never  bear  children  ;--the 
cause  of  which  I  shall,  in  the  following  paper,  endeavour  to  show* 
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Some  animals  are  distinguished  into  male  and  female,  by 
having  the  parts  destined  for  the  purpose  of  generation  difi&rent 
in  the  same  species.  But,  besides  these,  there  are  other  distin- 
guishing marks,  between  the  male  and  female^  of  manjranimsli. 
In  the  male,  the  strength  is  generally  greater^  the  make  of  the 
body  commonly  larger,  and  they  are  o&ner  furnished  with  puts 
for  fighting  wiui.  Although  this  last  distinguishine  mark  some- 
times takes  place  in  the  female,  yet  when  both  mue  and  female 
are  supplied  with  parts  for  defence,  these  are  either  stronger  in 
the  male,  or  are  attached  to  parts  endowed  with  more  strengdi. 
In  the  human  species,  although  the  male  be  fomished  with  do 
part  for  defence,  different  from  the  female,  yet  there  are  other 
distinguishing  marks,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  such  u 
the  beard,  &c. 

Other  animals  (hermaphrodites)  have  all  the  parts  of  genera- 
tion united  in  the  same  animal.  Thi^  takes  pmce  in  the  more 
imperfect  animals. 

In  the  more  perfect  animals,  however,  viss.  those  wbidi  haw 
the  parts  of  generation  different  in  the  same  species,  something 
,similar  to  this  sometimes  happens,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  it 
being  not  a  complete  union  of  the  male  and  female  organs,  but 
some  malconformation  of  these  parts,  either  in  the  male  or  fe- 
male sex.  They  also  approach,  in  external  M>pearBnce,  that  of 
the  opposite  sex.  These  are  called  unnatural  hermaphrodites, 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  former,  which  are  callea  natural; 
and  they  are  remarked  never  to  bear  young.  Although  this  seMom 
happens  in  the  human  species,  yet,  owing  to  particular  circnm- 
atances,  the  male  or  female  may  partake  more  or  less  of  the 
nature  of  the  other  sex,  and  approach,  though  not  in  the  parts  of 

Sineration,  yet  in  external  appearance  and  other  qualities,  to 
e  unnatural  hermaphrodite.  Thus  those  males  who  have  been 
deprived  of  the  testicles,  approach  more  or  less  in  appearance 
and  other  qualities  to  the  female;  their  voices  become  weak; 
thejT  have  no  beard,  &c«  The  female,  also,  whose  ovarium  was 
extirpated  by  Mr  Pott,  approached  more  nearly  to  the  male,  her 
breasts  sunk,  her  voice  became  strong,  and  she  became  more 
muscular.*  Women  also,  after  they  cease  to  bear  chOdren, 
*have  often  the  face  more  or  less  covered  with  hair. 

This  peculiarity  then  in  the  female  sex,  I  conceive^  resemblei 
those  just  mentioned,  and  may  be  an  approach,  though  a  very 
sKght  approach,  to  the  unnatural  hermaphrodite ;  and,  as  it  has 


•*  Mr  PlDCtdots  Mt  mention,  whethtr  or  nol  tbefc  wai  any  appnacli  «o  ib» 
hMrd. 
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been  TCinarked,  tbat  QimAtunl  h«raiaphiodite 

iDiy  not  this  be  the  reaBoOt  wbj  women^  hAving  this  peoHiaritjv 

never  betr  children  i 

We  Gq>7  the  following  just  tribute  to  the  memory  of  one  of 
the  most  promising  characters  in  the  profession^  from  Wheder^ff 
Manchester  CSuPomde. 

On  Tuesday,  the  9d  instant,  died  at  the  house  of  his  iktfaei^ 
in-law,  Lawrence  Peel,  Esq.  of  Ardwick,  Mr  Bstojamm  Gibson^ 
one  of  the  surgeons  of  the  Manchester  Infirmary.  Though  coe 
off  at  an  early  neriod  of  life,  yet  he  had  long  enjoyed  such  a 
ihare  of  the  public  confidence,  as  is  seldom  bestowecl,  except  on 
greater  length  of  days  and  more  matured  experience.  By  nature 
he  was  liberally  endowed  with  gifts,  that  peculiarly  fitted  him  for 
a  profession,  in  which  excelknce  can  only  result  irom  the  union 
ofgreat  delicacv  of  the  bodily  senses  with  strength  and  sagacitj 
of  mteOect.  Inese  cndowmciits  he  had  improved,  by  an  ardent 
and  persevering  stud v  of  the  branches  of  science  more  immedi- 
ately connectedwith  his  vocation ;  and  he  united  to  them  a  gei^ 
tleness  and  urbani^  of  manner,  arising  from  the  most  hamane 
feelings,  which,  while  th^kd  to  all  due  sympathy  with  his  suf- 
fering patients,  never  interfered  with  the  steady  execution  of  h^ 
professional  resolves.  But  it  was  not  only  by  the  successful 
practice  of  what  he  had  learned  frem  others,  that  M|^  Gibson  wae 
distinguished^  Influenced  by  an  honourable  ambition,  he  aimed 
at  the  h^er  object  of  extending  the  usefulness  of  his  profession^ 
and  of  rendering  it,  in  some  diseases,  a  more  perfect  mstrument 
ef  relief.  The  discoveries,  which  his  talents  enabled  him  ta 
make,  he  freely  communicated  |  for  no  man  ever  more  cordial* 
ly  despised  empirical  conduct,  whether  manifested  by  the  osten* 
tatious  dispky  of  knowledfie,  or  by  its  illiberal  conceaimenL 
Consistently  with  this  part  of  bis  character,  he  employed  himself 
at  a  period  of  his  lingering  illness^  when  the  vigour  of  his  mind 
sdll  survived  the  wr^  of  his  bodily  strength,  in  bequeathing  to 
the  world  his  improvements  in  the  treatment  of  some  of  the  dis- 
eases of  the  eyoi  in  the  cure  of  which  he  had  been  singularly  for<> 
innate.  The  work,  united  to  his  general  eminence  as  a  surgeon, 
has  procured  him  much  more  than  a  local  reputation ;  and  will 
deliver  his  name  to  posterity  as  the  improver  of  an  art,  which, 
while  living,  he  adorned  b^  his  high  attainments ;  by  enlarged 
tiews  of  its  objects  and  dignity;  and  by  the  benevolent  extension 
«f  iu  rebefy  with  an  equal  hand,  to  the  poor  and  to  the  affluent. 

W.  H. 
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The  following  document,  relating  to  the  proceedings  of  the 
managers  of  the  Manchester  Infirmaryi  in  regard  to  Mr  Sim- 
mons, was  omitted  in  our  last. 

Sir,  Irifirmary^  Ncfo.  19/*,  1811. 

At  the  request  of  the  Weekly  Board,  I  am  desired  by  Dr  Fer- 
riar,  to  call  a  meeting  of  the  Faculty  for  Friday,  November  22, 
at  12  o'clock,  in  consequence  of  a  letter  whicn  appeared  in  the 
last  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal, 
purporting  to  be  written  by  Mr  Simmons,  but  which  Mr  Sim- 
mons declares  is  a  forgery. — I  am, 

*   Your  humble  servant, 

F.  W.  Huntley. 


ERRATA. 

No.  XXIX.  p.  28. 1.  IS.^r  chalybeate  read  chalybeate^ 
p.  29. 1.  12..^  sumenda  read  sumendus 
p.  29.  1.  SO.yor  gvj.  read  Svj. 
p.  31. 1.  9,2.  for  Iropen.  read  Impon. 
p.  SI.  L  24.yor  not  read  no. 


Communications  haTo  been  received  from  Mr  Edmovostov  of  Newcastle,  and  Mr 
Jack  ;  which,  with  the  Reviews  of  several  important  pubh'cations,  have  been  una* 
▼oidably  postponad  to  our  next. 


*a*  Communications  may  be  addressed  to  the  Editors,  fo  the  care  of  Messrs 
CoMffTAaLS  &  Co  Edinburgh ;  Mes&rs  Longman  Hurst,  Rebs,  Okme  &  Baow>, 
London ;  aud  GiLSEai  &  Hodoks,  Dublin. 


No.  XXXI.  ma  beptiblished  on  the  Ui  of  July  1812. 
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ORIGINAL  COMMUNICATIONS. 


I. 

Observations  on  the  Opinions  of  Mr  Wilson  andDr  Adams,  re^ 
specUng  Ike  ezisience  of  the  Venereal  Disease  in  the  Island  qf 
Otakeste.    By  HxKBt  EimoiisxoirB,  Sui'geon,  Newcastle. 

^Hs  opinions  of  an  individoal,  however  new,  plausible,  or  in- 
^  graious  they  may  he,  cannot  be  consider^  of  much  im- 
portance in  a  general  point  of  view,  as  long  as  they  continue  to 
make  no  perc^tible  impression  on  the  publie  mind.  But  when 
we  find  them  adopted  by  those  whose  example  may  be  supposed 
to  have  a  n^wernil  and  extetisiTe  influence  over  the  minds  of 
others,  find  more  especially  when  it  is  attempted,  as  it  were,  to 
ingraft  them  on  a  work  of  the  first  celebrity,  it  becomes  neccs* 
sary  to  investigate  their  merits,  and  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 
what  d^ee  of  credibility  ought  to  attach  to  them. 

On  perusing  the  last  edition  of  Hunter's  Treatise  on  the  Ve« 
nereal  Disease,  which  feU  into  mv  hands  only  a  very  short  time 
ago,  I  was  particularly  struck  wilh  an  opinion  which  Dr  Adams, 
t&  editor  of  that  work,  has  expressed  in  one  of  his  commenta'* 
ries,  namely,  that  *'  the  veneceal  disease  is  unknown  in  Otafaeite.'' 
It  seems  that,  so  far  back  as  the  year  1800,  he  had  begun  to  en«  : 
vou  Till*  K0.314  Ji         : 


isi  Hi  £(imoiistone'<  GbservcUims  on  the  FenerealDUeast.  Mf 

tertain  doubts  of  the  existence  of  the  disease  in  the  South  Sea 
Islands,  on  readins  the  history  of  the  voyace  of  M.  de  La  Pe^ 
rouse.  *  These  doubts  were  Cbrf oborated  on  examining  the 
accounts  of  Captain  Cook's  Toyanges,  and  were  finally  confirmed, 
in  consequence  of  some*  observations  whkh  appeared  on  the 
subject  in  the  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal  for  July 
1806,  by  Mr  Wilson,  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  ship  Porpoise. 

His  gentleman  informs  us,  that  he  arrived  at  Otaheite  tfMM 
Port'  JacKson,  irf  June  1601  $  and  so  completely  was  he  impress- 
ed with  the  belief  that  he  should  meet  witli  the  venereal  disease 
in  all  its  forms,  that  the  only  anxiety  he  felt  arose  from  his  wish 
to  mitigate,  as  much  as  possible,  its  effects  on  the  ship's  crew. 

He  was  therefore  not  a  little  surprised,  when,  ailer  remain* 
ing  two  months  at  the  island,  not  an  instMice  of  hies  venerea 
had  occurred,  nor  had  more  than  three  cases  of  gonorrhea 
been  contracted,  although  ihe  intercovrse  with  the  temalea  wa» 
unrestrained* 

Circumstances  so*  extraordinaiy,  and  so  very  different  bom 
what  he  had  expecte<||  naturally  excited  his  ^uriodtjr  $  and  thr 
conclusion  whicn  his  inquiries  respecting  them  led  htm  to  form 
was,  "  that  notwithstanding  the  accounts  we  read  of  the  ravages 
of  lues  venerea  at  Otaheite,  and  even  disputations  about  its  first 
importers,  this  disease  was  not  introduced  there  antecedent  to 
the  Porpoise's  voyages,  f  To  this  conclusion  Dr  Adams  not  only 
faTt^  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  own, 
aM  expresses  his  r^ret  that  Mr  Hunter  shouU  have  allowed 
himsell  to  reason  **  on  data  so  ill  established  as  the  Sonth  Sea 
disease. " 

As  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  validity  of  me^al  evidence  in 
general,  and  in  this  instance  in  particular,  would  be  r^idered 
very  questionable,  if  an  opinion  eo  contrary  to  that  whidi  had 
hitnerto  universaiiy  prevailed^  were  to  be  received  as. the  true 
one^  I  was  at  some  pains  to  examine  the  subgect  f  and  fiir  this 
parpoee  consulted  the  deferent  works  eonneetM  with  the  hislory 
of  the  venereal  disease  in  ths  e  remote  islands,  and  in  a  particu- 
lar manner  the  narrative  of  Mr  Wilson,  whieh  had  wrovf^t 
aoch  fiiU  conviction  on  the  miod  of  Dr  Adams. 

The  result  of  my  research  es  suggested  the  followii^  remstfks» 
with  which  I  take  the  Ubervy  of  troubling  your  readera.    iWith 


,U  BttdmA  W«w^  «d  «oiii«i|»«rtly  d«  .al  fcU  fa  b.  tik«i  »i«ta  «f 
t  MdBcslsad#w|MI«wMl^«^ViLMSS» 


f  tie  vieir  of  avoidii^;  nanconmrj  rmetition,  and  of  rrrdering 
I  mjsdT  more  emtUy  iiiteBi|rible,  I  iball  (ollow^  m  nearly  a«  |xm« 
I  sible,  the  <Mder  in  which  Mr  Wilson's  obsefirations  ai^  detailed 
I  in  the  Nambers  already  alluded  to  of  the  Joomal,  and  to  wbidi 
1   therefore,  I  beg  leave  to  refin** 

I       Mr  Wikon  enters  upon  the  discussion,  by  giving  two  extracts 

i  from  Cook*s  first  and  second  voyages.    The  length  of  there  quo* 

I  cations,  however,  is  so  oonsideraUe  as  to  prevent  their  being  in* 

J    trodoced  here  with  propriety.   He  then  proceeds :  "  We  are  nere 

I  oolj  told  by  Captain  Cook,  in  very  general  terms,  that  the  vene* 

r  real  disease  amcted  his  ship's  company;  bnt  unfortunately  the 

I  symptoms  are  nowhere  described.    Tne  marks  of  the  disease 

I   which  weve  observed  on  the  bodies  of  the  natives  are  by  no 

I  meens  conclasive ;  and  their  accounts  of  it  do  not  correspond 

I    with  die  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  which  usually  occur  with  us.  ** 

i  AgmOf  ^*  The  unequivocal  symptoms  of  chancres  and  buboes  •* 

If  bout  the  pudenda  do  not  appear  to  have  been  remarked.  "* 

Ic  is  certainly  true,  that  no  enumeration  of  the  svmptoms  of 

the  disease  anywhere  appears  in  the  accounts  of  the  difierent 

▼o^ra^es.    It  is  stated  by  Cafitain  Cooki  on  the  authority  of  hia 

auripeonsy  that  the  venereal  disease  existed  in  the  island  of  Ota- 

heifte*  without  his  once  imagining  that  such  a  statement  conkl 

rvqtsiie  to  be  substantiated  1^  a  minute  detoil  of  symptoms  that 

weane  fiuniliaiijr  understood.     So  perfectly  were  the  gentlemen 

srlio  ibmislied  him  with  this  information  satisfied  of  the  truth 

or  cbe  fiKtt  that  they  communicated  it  to  the  work!  without  any 

conusaent.    The  oniissi<Hi|  on  their  part*  therefore,  so  far  from 

tjeMMditMg  to  diminish  the  authenticity  of  what  they  had  asserted, 

vroold  appear  to  aflbrd  the  strongest  internal  evidence  in  iu  fa* 

^osar  a    Wf  in  common  justice  to  them,  it  must  be  pre^umed^ 

ibmL   i^sd  any  symptom  capable  of  exciting  suspicion  in  their 

miadtM  been  observed,  they  would  not  have  passed  it  over  with** 

>uic  aaoCioe.    Their  silence,  therefore,  renders  it  sufficienily  evi« 

ienft  cb«t  it  was  the  venereal  disease  and  no  other  that  they  met 

wltim^        Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  returning  from  a 

limMsmM^^  country,  to  relate  that  he  had  seen  many  of  the  inhabit 

leafconring  under  small-pox,  measles,  hoopingKrougb,  or  any 

wr«il  known  disease,  no  person,  I  apprehend,  would  be  in- 

doubt  the  truth  of  his  relation,  merely  because  he  had 

jjg^ci     »^^  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases* 

^m  Jt  aru"  cause  is  there  for  scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claini 

^xttfidence  are  known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  and 

,  selected  for  the  express  purpose  of  superintwiding  the 

4lepartroent  of  the  difierent  voyages. 

dependent  of  the  inadmissibility,  oo  general  grounds,  Of 

b8 


fi60   Mr'Edmomione^sObservationsonilieTeffn'^olDisease.  July 

this  species  of  reasoning,  its  rejection  in  the  present  case  beeomea 
a  matter  of  absolute  necesRity,  at  least  in  so  far  as  Mr  Wilson  is 
eoncerned.  For,  if  a  judgment  similar  to  that  which  he  has 
passed  on  the  conduct  of  his  professional  predeoessors,  be  retort- 
ed upon  himself,  the  accounts  which  he  published  of  some  other 
diseases  of  the  Otaheitans  will  not  be  found  entitled  to  a  mo- 
ment's attention.  He  says  that  fevers,  dysentery,  rheumatism, 
phthisis,  ekphantiasis,  and  some  others,  ane  prevalent  in  die 
island ;  but  in  no  instance  has  be  detailed  a  single  characterise 
symptom  of  those  affections.  No  person,  however,  thinks  of 
discrediting^  his  statements ;  nor  indeed  would  he  have  cause  to 
consider,  himself  treated  with  mnch  respect,  if  the  public  were 
to  refuse  its  assent  to  what  he  has  advanced,  simply  on  account 
of  his  having  neglected  to  mention  appearances,  widi  which,  I 
Suppose,  he  tooic  it  for  granted  that  all  his  readers  were  inti- 
mately acquainted.  Yet  for  no  better  reason  does  he  withhold 
his  belief  m  the  declarations  of  persons  equally  deserving  of  cre- 
dit with  himself. 

It  is  not  unworthy  of  notice  also^  that  in  the  very  sentence  in 
which  Mr  Wilson  so  freely  censures  those  who  had  gone  before 
liim  for  not  remarking  the  unemiivocal  symptoms  of  clianare  and 
bubo,  he  snys  that,  '*  as  far  us  his  observation  went,  he  had  ren- 
Kon  to  believe  that  an  examination  of  the  parts  was  generally 
found  to  be  impracticable. "  If  this  was  so  difficult  at  the  period 
when  he  visited  these  islanders,  it  is  scarcely  to  be  supposed  that 
it  could  have  been  more  easily  eficcted  immediately  on  their  first 
acquaintance  with  Europewns. 

Mr  Wilson  next  alleges,  that "  Captain  Cook's  observing  none 
in  whom  the  disease  had  made  great  prc^^ress,  was  certainly  a 
contradiction  to  their  assertiom. "  For  my  part»  so  far  ftim 
pcrcefving  the  necessity  of  this  conclusion^  I  am  inclined  to 
think  that,  >\i(hout  any  perversion  of  its  niemfing,  the  semcDce 
will  bear  an  intnrprriation  the  very  reverse. 

Captain  Cook's  having  seen  none  rn  whom  the  disease  had  I 
made  ^rrai  progress,  obviously  implies  that  he  mu<t  hare  seen  I 
others  on  whom  it  had  mndc  some  progress,  else  wfaefice  tlie  ne-  j 
ccssity  for  the  distinction  ? 

The  very  name  which  the  natives  assigned  to  the  dfsesse,  a 
name  **  synonymous  with  the  wc»rd  loUen^e^  in  otir  largtiagr,  or 
something  still  more  forcible,  "  constitutes  a  strong  pre$nifii{Miua  I 
on  this  point,  as  it  is  impossibk  that  gonorrhcpa  could  bavc<nvcn 
rise  to  such  an  idea  in  their  minds,  liosides,  *«  the  sick  hetn<r 
alwndoncd  by  their  nearest  relations,  and  left  to  die,  "  and  their 
being  «*  left  to  pcruh  alone  in  such  mist ry  qs  tiU  ifmi  Jwd  i^^\ 
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been  known  to  thenif "  *  are  unequivocgl  indications  that  some- 
thing more  than  gonorrhoea  roust  have  been  observed,  and  that 
some  wdl  marked  external  ij'mptom  must  have  maiiii'ested  it- 
adf. 

Mr  Wilson  continues:  *'  Mr  Anderson,  who  was  surf^aon  of 
the  Resolution,  in  Cook's  third  voyage,  speaks  in  hlill  more  po«- 
sitive  terms  of  the  frequency  of  lues  venerea  at  OuI)eite>  as  a^ih 
pears  from  the  following  extract. "  After  quoting  the  passage, 
the  length  of  which  precludes  its  insertion  in  tiiis  place,  he  go€« 
on,  **  ButasthiBingeniou»gentlem0n  (Mr  Anderson)  ka$  neither 
informed  us  of  the  symptoms  which  appeared  amotia  tlie  ship'^ 
company,  nor  described  in  what  manner  the  dit>ease  snowid  it$eif 
on  snoie,  it  may  he  fairljr  presumed  that  he  adopted  the  opiuion 
of  his  captain,  and  confounded  the  most  common  di.sease,  vi^ 
aerofula,  with  lues  venerea. "  Without  insisting  far  titer  on  the 
insufficiency  of  Mr  Wilson's  ol^jection  on  the  score  of  neglect  14 
Captain  Cook's  surgeons,  the  inference  hero  attenipteo  to  be 
drawn,  is,  I  am  afraid,  neither  candid  towards  Mr  Anderson,  nor 
is  it  conformable  to  what  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  was  the 
fact.  The  narrative  of  all  the  voyages  ceriaiuly  appears  in  \1\^ 
name  of  Captain  Cock)  but  from  the  explanation  given  bjr 
Hawkeswortli,  in  his  introduction  to  the  first  voyage,  with  regard 
to  the  information  fumislied  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks  and  others,  and 
also  from  what  actually  occurs  in  die  history  of  the  suhsequ^ni; 
voyages,  it  is  evident  toat  the  chiefs  of  the  several  departments 
«9ppUed  the  details  of  the  respective  subjects  conimiited  to  their 
charge.  In  the  third  voyage,  in  particular,  Captain  Cooiv  repeats 
«dly  acknowledges  his  obUgations  to  M]c  Anderson  for  die  valuf* 
able  observations  which  he  communicated,  and  which  on  many 
occasions  extended  to  other  subjects  than  those  purely  mcdi/:at 
I  mention  these  circumstances,  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the 
extreme  improbability  of  Mr  A.  receiving  any  of  his  notions 
respecting  diseases  from  his  capuin* 

It  b  ftdiy  as  reasonable  to  suppose  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Dr  So^ 
Jander,  or  Mr  Forster,  to  have  been  entirely  guided  by  Captain 
Cook's  opinion  in  their  decision  of  any  particuhir  point  in  natural 
liistory  or  botany.  But  evc»i  granting  tjiat  Mr  Anderson  did, 
jn  the  instance  aUuded  to,  adppt  the  ideas  of  bis  ca^Hain,  it  must 
at  the  eanoe  time  be  Admitted,  that  Captain  Cook  had  originally 
formed  his  opinion  on  the  suli^t  on  the  reports  of  Mr  Monk^ 
liouse  and  Mr  Patten,  the  surgeons  of  the  Endeavour  and  R&p 
MoJi/^iion  in  the  first  and  second  voyages,  supported,  as  thcl^  had 
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been,  by  the  testimony  of  BoagainviDe's  surfreons.  That  ail  these 
gentlemen  fihould  have  entirely  mittaken  a  diaeaM  with  every 
eymptom  of  which  they  ooald  not  but  be  perfectly  familiar,  is  a 
anpposition  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  extremely  impro- 

'  That  at  the  time  these  voyages  were  made,  the  belief  in  the 
identity  of  chancre  and  conorrhaea  prevailed  very  (fjeneralljr,  and 
consequently  that  practitioners  were  not  likely  to  make  any  dis- 
tinction  between  them,  is  of  little  avail  to  the  ailment ;  for  the 
question  still  recurs,-»wby  mention  the  ravages  of  gonorrhcea 
^hen  they  must  have  known  that  it  almost  universalfy  cured  it^ 
cdf  {  and  what  could  give  rise  to  the  custom  of  setting  the  dis- 
eased apart  to  die,  if,  as  Mr  Wilson  bdicves,  gonorrhcea  pre> 
existed  there,  **  and  will  always  be  found  where  roan  is  found  r  ^  * 
Mr  Wilson  lays  much  stress  on  the  improbability  of  the  vene- 
real disease  being  eradicated,  after  having  once  been  so  common, 
^'  even  "  says  he  **  if  the  inhabitants  were  in  possession  of  a  spe- 
ofic  remedy,  of  which  I  am  well  assured  they  are  not,  ** 
'  That  they  were  in  possession  of  no  antidote,  of  powers  equal  to 
those  of  mercury,  is  certain  i  but  that  they  were  destitute  of  everf 
means  capable  of  exerting  a  partial  influence  over  the  disorder,  is 
toot  so  apparent.  Waving,  however,  all  contest  on  thb  point, 
and  admitting  that  the  natives  of  Otaheite  never  knew  of  any 
specific  for  lues  venerea,  the  extermination  of  the  disease  would 
Hot  seem  on  that  account  atone  to  be  impracticable.  The  tenor 
^hich  its  first  introduction  excited  in  the  inhabitants,  and  the 

Sirstem  of  seclusion  and  abandonment  to  which  they  had  imme* 
iate  recourse^  '<  lest, "  as  Captain  Cook  observes,  **  the  cakroity 
should  spread  by  contagion,  -'  are  circumstances  that  render  it  by 
no  means  difiicult  to  comprehend  the  possibility  of  setting  iiroiu 
to  its  propagation,  if  not  of  extinguishing  the  malady  altogether. 
A  plan  of  this  kind,  if  duly  acted  upoq  in  such  a  situation  as 
Otaheite,  an  island  of  very  limited  extent,  and  where  oonceahnent 
was  not  easily  practised,  would  in  a  short  time  be  productive  of 
the  most  beneficial  consequences  in  this  respect.  All  voyagers 
bear  witness  to  the  unlimited  power  of  the  chiefs  in  the  South 
£ea  Islands,  and  especially  to  the  rigid  manner  in  which  the  taboe 
is  enforced,  and  the  impossibility  of  infringing  its  laws.  This, 
which  is  the  most  perfect  system  of  quarantine  or  eaabargo,  of 
which  perhaps  there  is  any  instance,  is  made  to  operate  with 
e^al  celerity  and  efiect  on  any  number  of  people,  and  to  any 
^YStancCy  from  that  of  a  few  yards  to  a  whole  district  or  island. 
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Itfimye^enbeiirgedt  with aome degrte of  oopfidence,  thattke 
▼ery  absence  of  a  remedy,  and  the  oonteqiiently  hopdets  nature 
4if  the  disease,  would  form  tke  atroiiffett  reason  for  compelling 
the  infected  to  withdraw  from  the  healthy,  and  for  indacinff  the 
Itttter  4»  Abstain  from  «very  species  of  iateroourae  by  wMct  the 
disease  might  be  imparted.  Nay,  it  is  probably  not  haxarding  too 
OMicb  to  allege,  that  were  dreuflMtaiiees  of  a  similar  description 
to  oocor  in  European  cosntries,  where  detection  is  so  much  more 
difficult,  the  extirpation  of  lues  venerea  would  inMUy  take  pIaobi 
though  a  considerable  period  most  necessarily  dapse  before  it 
could  be  effected.    It  is  the  assurance  amongst  us  of  ] 


the  means  of  cure,  that  takes  away  mudi  of  the  dread  of  exposure 

^undei 


to  iofieetion*  Let  it  once  be  understood  that  the  disease  is  irro* 
Biediabk,  and  the  causes  which  tend  to  perpetuate  its  rafMSs 
would  soon  «ease  to  operata.  It  shouM  he  k^  in  view,  also, 
that  in  these  distant  islands  there  did  not  escist,  except  during  the 
tmits  of  Europeans,  the  ineilemenu  to  sexud  intercourse  on  the 
fmn  of  the  diseased,  wUch^  in  more  ctviliaed  regions,  arise  from 
inotinw  of  interest  or  imperious  neoesdty,  and  which  hare  so 
direct  and  powetiul  a  tendency  to  keep  aUve  the  infection.  It 
appears  from  the  aeoount  of  Lieutenant  Watts,  which  uppears  in 
the  history  of  governor  Phiiips's  v^age  to  New  South  Wales  in 
i7t8,  th«t  the  island  of  Ouheite  had  not  been  vbited  by  any 
European  for  nearly  ten  years,  a  period  fulfy  capable  of  occa^. 
soning  a  very  considerable  decrease  in  the  numoer  of  the  dis» 
eased,  the  prmcipal  source  of  infoction  bdng  entirely  cut  off; 
and  supposing  the  precautionary  measures  to  have  been  duly  per- 
aeveind  in,  it  is  eeasi  posdUe  to  trac»  the  happy  ^ects  which 
the  system  of  internal  quarantine  had  produoed  in  the  short 
space  of  time  that  intervened  between  tne  introduction  of  the 
dusease  by  Bougainville's  people,  and  the  arrivd  of  the  Endea* 
vour,  and  still  more  remarkably  during  the  interval  between 
CodL*s  first  and  second  voyages. 

As  a  forther  proof,  if  indeed  any  were  wanting,  of  what  such 
a  practice  can  accomplish,  it  is  onfy  necessary  to  advert  to  what 
Mr  Wilson  himsdf  has  written.  Upon  no  other  principle  can 
the  nnfreqoency  of  gonorrhoea,  during  the  first  visit  of  the  Por^ 
poise,  be  explained.  For  without  some  regulation  of  this  kind 
naviqg  been  extended  even  to  that  comparativdy  trifling  com- 
pkiint,  there  is  no  adequate  cause  to  account  for  the  rareness 
of  the  disease,  where  the  intercourse  of  the  sexes  was  unlimited. 
On  the  contrary,  the  disease  under  such  drcumstanccs  ought  to 
have  increased.  We  find  also,  that  when  a  fresh  importation  o£ 
infectious  mattor  took  place»  or  when  the  temptations  to  promise 


dKms  veneiy  were  preMnt  in  greater  force,  the  di^irder  Smine- 
^teiy  spread  itself. 

The  fiicC,  thereforoi  of  the  non^exietence  of  the  disease  in  the 
island  of  Ocaheite,  even  if  it  were  incontrovertibiy  estaUtihed, 
is  far  from  amonntini;  to  a  demonstration  that  the  disease  had 
not  existed  there  at  some  former  period. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  Mr  Wilson,  who  has  not  been 
over  indulgent  towards  his  predecessors,  should  not  have  mad^ 
lunends  for  their  n^lect,  by  p(»nting  out  some  of  the  discrimioat^ . 
ing  characters  of  those  ulcers  and  tumors  which  he  is  so  decid* 
edly  of  opinion  were  mistaken  for  iuos  venerea.  The  want  of 
such  information  is  the  mare  sensibly  felt,  on  account  of  a  fiict 
noticed  by  the  missionaries,  whose  testimony,  diough  not  the 
most  satisfactory  on  a  n<b}ect  of  this  nature,  must  be  regarded  aft 
wholly  unprejudiced.  They  describe,  in  their  history,  me  extra* 
ordinarjr  efiects  which  mercunr  produced  on  the  ulcers  with  whidi 
the  natives  were  afflicted,  effects  so  saiutafy  as  to  be  obvious  ^ 
the  rude  perceptions  <^  the  sufierera  thettiseives.  Although  H 
may  have  the  appearance  of  undervaluing  the  reader's  powers  of 
discrimination,  I  cannot  refrain  from  taking  the  opportunity  of 
'directing  his  attention  to  the  incompatrbility  of  such  changes 
with  the  notion  of  any  scrofulous  taint  hi  those  sores. 

Another  cause  of  the  ambiguity  in  which  this  part  of  the  sub* 
^ect  is  involved,  may  be  found  in  the  foHoMing  admissicn  which 
Mr  Wilson  has  made  in  one  part  of  his  communication.  He 
aays,  page  2S 1 ,  <*  I  presume  no  &ct  can  iie  better  established  than^ 
that  the  venereal  disease  did  not  exist,  at  Uast  in  a  mode  captiUe  ^ 
f^tmmunitaiing  the  infsdhn  in  the  usMtal  manner ^  at  the  time  of  the 
Porpoise's  visits. "  From  this  concession  one  is  almost  inclined 
to  suppose  that  Mr  Wilson  had  abandoned  one  of  the  leading 
arguments  in  support  of  his  opinion  of  the  previous  exemption 
of  the  island  from  the  disease.  Be  that,  however,  as  it  may,  it 
eertainhr  has  the  effect  of  throwing  considerable  obscnrlty  over 
most  oi^his  reasoning,  and  at  all  events  of  raidering  it  very  in«- 
cundusfve. 

From  these,  and  various  other  considerations  that  might  be 
urged,  but  which  J  shall  not  at  present  traspass  fartb^  on  the 
reader's  leisure  by  bringing  forward,  I  think  we  have  satisfac- 
tory grounds  for  concluding,  that  the  evidence  in  favour  of  the 
opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and  so  pertinaciously  iiv* 
sisted  on  by  Dr  Adams,  is  not  of  that  unexceptionable  nature, 
which  should  induce  us  to  disbelieve  ai)  that  hai^  be!^n  preyiotisif 
'arritten  on  the  subject* 
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CS35^  of  Ufinary  Calculus.    By  Aiexander  Jack,  Surgeon, 

CoRpon  AL  Blanchflower  of  the  marines,  a/?ed  28,  of  a  middle 
stature,  sallow  complexion,  and  spare  habit  of  body,  com- 
plained to  me,  about  the  latter  end  of  May  1807,  of  difliculty  in 
voiding  his  urine,  Extreme  pain  in  passing  uie  little  he  didj  severe 
pain  in  the  left  lumbar  region,  and  of  numbness  in  the  fore  part 
of  the  thigh  at  that  side.     Generally  of  a  costive  habit.     The 
bladder  di^  not  appear  much  distended.     The  introduction  of  lh» 
catheter  produced  no  flow  of  urine,  but  on  being  withdrawn,  a 
few  drops  of  a  white  pus-looking  fluid  came  ol\\  attended  wiiU 
Severe  lancinating  pain  in  the  urethra.     About  twelve  years  be- 
fore this  period,  lie  had  a  similar  attack,  which  went  oft*  after  a 
discharge  of  white  pus  from  the  urethra*    In  tbe  last  attack,  opi- 
ates were  given  to  relieve  pain,  and  laxatives  to  obviate  costive- 
ness ;  the  warm  bath  was  also  used  twice  a  day,  which  produced 
temporary  relief,  and  brought  on  a  discharge  ot  urine,  mixed  with 
whitish-coloured  matter;  and  for  the  time  being  tlie  numbness 
of  the  thigh  went  off".     Under  this  treatment,  the  patient  got 
about  again  in  five  or  six  days  time.     From  this  last  period,  iip 
to  the  8th  December  of  the  same  year,  he  had  several  attacks  of 
the  pain  in  the  lumbar  region,  attended  with  a  white  dischargo 
mixed  with  the  urine :  but  these  fits  were  never  so  severe  as  io 
prevent  Iiim  from  his  duty.     An  opiate  at  night,  followed  by  « 
cathartic  in  the  morning,  alwaj's  relieved  him.     On  the  «th 
December  1807,  the  last  and  fatal  attack  took  place;  the  pain 
in  passing  water  was  more  intolerable,  and  the  |)us  mixed  with 
it,  increased  in  quantity,  which,  on  standing  in  the  urine  some 
time,  always  subsided  to  the  bottom,  and  had  nothin^j  of  a  gritty 
feel.      The  symptoms  continued  with  little  alteration,  except 
what  temporary  relief  the  warm  bath  and  opiates  aflbrded,  which 
was  now  much  less  than  he  was  wont  to  experience  from  them. 
On  the  i  1th,  I  attempted  to  introduce  a  cailicLer  -,  but  it  was  ob- 
liged to  be  withdrawn,  when  it  had  parsed  as  far  as  the  bulb  of 
the  urethra,  owinjj  to  the  acute  pain.     The  urine  flowed  several 
times  during  its  introduction.     1:5th,  The  urine  began  to  flow 
plentifully,  mixed  with  pus,  but  involuntarily ;  the  pain  at  thic. 
time  was  particularly  acute  in  that  part  of  the  urethra  behind  tl)c 
scrotum.     There  was  now  considerable  dcbiliJy ;  «»nd  the  other 
ajmptopis  remained  much  t)ie  samp.     1 8th,  The  kft  loin  is  paiii« 
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fnl  to  the  touchy  and  to  the  padent  appears  as  if  swelled,  which 
however  was  not  perceived  on  inspection  of  the  part.  Has  been 
injectinf^  a  weak  watery  solution  of  opium  into  the  urethra,  for 
these  some  daTs  past:  it  has  produced  no  relief  of  pain.  About 
this  time  he  began  to  complain  much  of  pain  in  the  region  of 
the  bladder  when  pressed  upon.  2%d,  AH  the  symptoms  greatly 
agi^avated.  Urine  voided  every  few  minutes,  with  most  into- 
krable  pain.  27th,  Complains  of  aching  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties. ?9th,  Has  evacuated  a  great  quantity  of  air  downwards; 
and  now,  for  the  first  time,  complains  of  fulness  or  tightness  a> 
bout  the  abdomen.  dl8t»  Every  symptom  increasing,  with  ex- 
treme debility.  Symptoms  of  coma  begin  now  to  appear.  Sd 
January  1808,  Vomiting  and  sickness  during  last  night  Yester- 
dny  he  complained  more  of  the  pain  in  the  bladder,  and  less  of 
tite  lumbar  region,  than  he  had  done  at  alL  4tb,  Comatose  state 
is  now  almost  constant,  attended  now  and  then  with^ubsidim 
iendinum^  All  the  other  symptoms  getting  worse  and  worse. 
6th,  Most  of  the  day  troublesome  singultus*  7th,  At  2  A.  M. 
expired. 

During  the  first  part  of  the  complaint,  he  used  the  warm  bath 
once  or  twice  a-day.  As  he  was  unable  latterly  to  get  up,  the 
abdomen  and  perinaeum  were  fomented  with  flannels  wrung  from 
hot  water.  Laxatives  and  injections  were  frequently  required, 
as  he  was  very  costive.  Opiates  were  for  the  most  part  given  at 
bed-time,  liiese,  with  soap  pills  and  mucilaginous  drinks,  con- 
atituted  the  treatment  of  his  complaint  The  bathing  fbmeota- 
tion,  and  opiates,  for  the  most  part,  afforded  temporair  relieC 
During  the  last  twe  or  three  days  of  the  complaint,  a  little  blood 
was  dischltrged  from  the  urethra.  I  need  scarcely  state,  that  fe- 
brile symptoms  attended  i  they  were  not  such,  however,  as  to 
require  evacuations  of  any  kind. 

Disseeti(m.^^At  7  A.  M.  of  the  day  on  which  he  died,  the 
body,  now  much  emaciated,  was  opened.  Appearances  were  as 
follow. 

•  Stomach  distended  with  flatus,  blood  vessels  on  its  surfiioe  tur- 
gid. Liver  rather  hard  in  its  substance,  and  lighter  coloured  than 
usual,  having  a  number  of  light  ash-coloured  spots  on  its  convex 
side,  from  the  size  of  a  shilling  downwards,  firmer  to  the  feA 
than  the  rest  of  the  liver.  Above  the  pubes  was  seen  the  fbndus 
of  the  bladder  projecting  upwards,  forwards ;  and  towards  one 
side,  much  thickened,  and  very  bard.  The  bod^  of  the  bladder 
was  nearly  in  the  same  state,  containing  a  quantity  of  fluid,  and 
»  hard  body  like  a  stone.  Upon  its  being  laid  open,  a  pint  of 
aanious  matter,  tinged  with  blood,  was  evacuated,  having  a  veiy 
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fedd  smelL    The  thtckneM  of  tbe  body  of  the  bladder  was  aboat 
half  an  inch;  towards  the  ftmdus,  three  quarters  of  an  inch;  the 
whole  baying  a  scirrhous  appearance.     The  outer  sur&ce  was 
irregular  and  pitted ;  the  inner  in  some  places  was  raw,  having 
a  muscular  appearance;  other  parts  covered  with  pus  and  ulcer« 
ated ;  while  the  remainder  of  the  internal  surface  was  covered 
with  lavers  of  sand|  strongly  adhering  to  the  bladder,  and  having 
the  ieef  of  common  sand-paper:  there  were  also  a  few  fungous 
ezcresoencea.    The  bladder  was  divided  into  two  cavities ;  the 
prcgectiiu;  fimdas  formed  one,  and  the  rest  of  the  bladder  the 
othor  $  the  former  of  the  size  and  figure  of  a  hen's  egg  of  a  small 
size.     Besides  the  pus,  there  was  a  stone  of  a  very  singular  ap« 
pearance  fioond  in  the  larger  cavity  of  the  bladder,  the  figure  of 
whidi  is  given  ia  the  annexed  sketch.    The  oval  portion  is  ex> 
actly  the  siae  ci  the  cavity  in  the  fundus  of  the  bladder,  and 
somewhat  flattenedi  to  this  is  subjoined,  by  a  small  neck,  another 
portion  of  stone,  and  placed  transversely  with  respect  to  the  for- 
mer.    The  communication  between  the  two.  cysts  of  the  bladder 
corresponded  to  the  size  of  the  small  neck  joining  together  the 
two  portions  of  stone.    The  oval  portion  appears  to  nave  been 
oompietelv  formed,  and  lain  in  the  small  cyst  for  some  years 
prior  to  toe  formation  of  the  other  portion ;  it  is  dense,  hard, 
smooth  on  its  surface,  composed  of  concentric  layers,  and  of  a. 
dark  brown  colour.    Hie  second  and  last  formed  portion  is  ir- 
r^ular  in  shape,  and  softer  than  the  other ;  some  of  it  has  the 
appearance  or  being  in  layers,  but  the  greatest  portion  has  a 
granular  and  spongy  texture:  its  surface  is  rough,  and  of  alight 
gray  colour.     Both  the  kidneys  were  enlargeo  and  flaccid,  but 
most  of  all  the  lefl  <»ie  ^where  the  pain  bad  been  seated),  which, 
on  being  opened,  disoiarsed  a  great  quantity  of  pus,  of  the 
same  quality,  and  nearly  aoout  the  quantity  contained  in  the 
bladder,  except  that  it  was  not  tinged  with  blood.     I  should 
have  mentioned  before,  that  the  pus  contained  in  the  bladder  was 
mixed  with  a  white  curdly-looking  matter,  like  th^t  discharged 
from  scrofulous  sores.     Such  were  the  appearances  observedon 
disaeetion,  which,  but  for  particular  circumstances,  would  have 
been  carried  to  a  greater  extent 

From  the  above  history  and  dissection,  it  would  appear,  that 
the  oval  portion  of  stone  had  been  formed,  at  least  retained, 
after  it  had  acquired  a  small  size  in  the  cyst  at  the  bottom  of 
the  bhdder :  that  the  remainder  of  it  had  continued  to  accumu- 
late, whilst  the  stone  was  retained  in  this  position,  until  the  at* 
tack  of  die  last  fit,  when,  probably  it  was  thrown  from  the  sac 
it  had  lain  ao  kiDg  in,  by  some  strong  spasmodic  action  of  the 
fnndiw  of  t)ie  hiafider  i  fropi  whence,  probably,  may  be  explain^ 
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ed  the  reason  why  the  symptoms  of  stone  in  the  blftdder  were 
either  a.wanting,  or  so  very  trifling,  during  the  qupiber  of  years 
it  must  have  taken  in  accumulating. 


The  dotted  line  represents  a  portion  accidentally  broken  oflfl 
Length  of  the  broadest  part  of  the  neck,  not  including  the  broken 

portion,  1^  inch. 
Neck,  where  narrowest,  half  an  inch. 
Extreme  length,  2^^  inches. 
Extreme  breadth)  1 J  inch. 
Thickness  of  body,  1  inch. 

Ilamoaxe^  \6th  January^  1812. 
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An  Account  of  a  Case  of  Lithotomy  i  with  Practical  Remarks, 
By  James  Barlow,  Surgeon,  Bladcburn,  Lancashire. 

IN  an  art  of  such  extended  importance  as  snrgenrj  which  in- 
volves so  many  of  the  natural  evils  to  which  fliankind  are  lui* 
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oToidflbly  «xposed>  and  where  disease  is  so  frequently  diversified 
snd  mooes  of  treatment  ▼aried,  the  recording;  of  such  ereiUst 
whether  aa  termiaatine  favourablT  or  fatally,  is  a  method  of  con* 
▼eying  information,  which  is  justly  sarictioned  by  the  most  cele« 
brated  proiessors  of  the  art. 

Hence  I  have  been  induced  to  lay  an  account  of  the  following 
caae  of  lithotomy  before  the  public,  more  particularly  as  its  his« 
tory  is  distinguished  by  some  pecuiiarity  of  circumstances  $  ami 
in  doing  this,  I  have  also  availed  myself  of  the  opportunity  of 
interspersing  a  few  practical  remarks  connected  with  the  subject, 
which  have  saggested  themselves  to  my  mind  daring  the  pro- 
gress of  the  patient's  cure. 

About  five  years  ago,  I  was  consulted  by  Richard  Holden  of 
this  neighbourhood,  a  stout,  corpulent,  robust  man,  then  a« 
bout  60  years  of  age,  on  account  of  great  pain  when  passing 
his  urine,  accompanied  wi^h  verv  frequent  provocations  to  pnH 
pd  it.  He  informed  me,  that  for  some  years  past  he  had  oc« 
casionally  discharged  both  blood  and  mucus  from  the  urethra  | 
and  that  any  violent  bodily  exercise  was  usually  the  forerunner 
of  the  former  indication  of  calculous  affisction.  These,  toge« 
tber  with  other  ordinary  symptoms,  led  me  to  suspect  a  ston« 
in  the  bladder ;  and  I  proposed  passing  a  sound  into  that  vis« 
cus,  in  order  to  adju«;t  the  opinion  I  had  preconceived  on  tho 
nature  of  the  case.  This  proposal  was,  however,  reiected,  from 
an  idea  entertained  by  the  patient  of  the  pain  which  the  intro- 
duction of  an  instrument  into  the  bladder  must  unavoidably  oc« 
casion.  *  In  this  state  of  incertitude,  my  patient  absented  him« 
self  from  me,  and  continued  with  frequent  intermissions  of  pain 
till  the  sixth  of  November  1811,  a  lapse  of  five  years,  when  I 
was  requested  to  visit  him.  On  my  arrival,  I  was  informed 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  e\*acuate  his  urine  for  nearly  twd 
preceding  days  and  nights.  On  laying  my  hand  on  the  abdo- 
men, the  patient  complained  of  a  considerable  degree  of  pain 
in  the  region  of  the  bladder,  which  was  connected  with  ten- 
sion,  and  the  scrotum  and  ambient  )>arts  were  of  a  dark  livid 
colour.  ITie  catheter  was  immediately  introduced,  and  my  for- 
mer opinion  fully  coafirmed  by  the  instrument  striking  a^aii^t 
a  stone,  4ind  was  also  notified  by  the  sonml  emitted  to  the  ear 
very  distinctly.     Nearly  two  quarts  of  dark-coloured  urine  were* 


•  Tt  may  be  observed,  tliat  although  the  neck  cf  the  UaiWer  be  the  part  chiefly 
affected  in  a  fit  of  the  »tonc;  nevertheless,  it  not  unfrcfju«-'atl^  h«j»pen*i,  thmt  M^xnt 
file  sound  being  passed  into  the  !>UiiU!er,  the  stone  is  forctMl  frcMn  its  sitnarion,  lui^ 
the  patient  experiences  relief  for  a  considerable  interval,  end  till  tlie  stone,  from  iioin#^ 
w,  become*  pusliod  iato  ils  formct  situMioii. 


f70  Ur  Bathw's  Case  tf  IMUtmgf.  Jidf 


drawn  off,  which  afforded  temporarjr  refief i  the  warm  bath  ^ 
recommendedy  a  laxatiTe  glyater  was  adminittered,  and  an  ape- 
rient mixture  directed  to  Be  taken  in  divided  doses,  which  pro- 
duced several  copious  evacuations  by  stool,  and  reduced  the 
tension,  and  considerably  relieved  the  soreness  of  the  abdominal 

32[ion.  Nevertheless,  the  retention  of  urine  stiU  continued,  caus- 
,  I  apprehend,  by  a  calculus  lodged  in  the  vicini^  of  the  neck 
of  the  bladder ;  for  every  time  the  catheter  was  passed,  it  was 
resisted  by  the  presence  of  a  stone*  and  little  or  no  water  could 
be  extracted  without  first  pushing  the  point  of  the  instrument 
against  it,  and  raising  the  stone  from  its  situation,  and  keeping 
the  instrument  in  this  position  till  the  bladder  was  emptied.  By 
this  manoeuvre  the  impediment  was  surmounted,  and  the  urine 
evacuated  once  or  twice  every  twelve  hours  during  several  suc- 
ceeding days,  by  the  use  of  the  common  silver  caUieter,  until  I 
prevailed  on  my  patient  to  be  removed  to  the  town  (Biadd>ain), 
where  I  had  an  opportunity  of  pacing  more  particular  attention 
to  the  urgency  of  the  case.  On  his  arrival,  I  introduced  a  flexi- 
ble metallic  catheter  into  the  bladder,  fitted  with  a  small  cork  to 
plug  up  the  end ;  the  fore*fin^r  being  passed  up  the  rectnin, 
served  to  bend  the  apex  of  the  instrument  under  tne  ardi  of  the 
pubes,  where  it  was  permanently  fixed,  so  that  he  could  evacu- 
ate his  urine  ad  libUum. 

The  indispensableness  of  the  finger  in  the  rectum,  whilst  pas- 
sing the  instrument,  afforded  me  an  opportunitv  of  ascertaining 
the  morbid  indurated  state  of  the  prostate  giand,  which  was 
greatly  enlarged,  and  in  a  very  rigid  condition.  *  - 

Notwithstanding  the  antiphlogistic  regimen  was  rigorously  ad- 
hered to,  there  remained  a  considerable  degree  of  soreness  on  the 
region  of  the  pubes,  attended  with  quick  puke  and  fever,  insomuch 
that  I  did  not  then  propose  the  operation  of  lithotomy,  being 


*  Th«  syropftoms  of  stone  in  the  bUdder,  and  a  motbid  condition  of  the  latKtrtt 
fUnd  being  in  10016  respects  similar,  it  is  highly  necessary  that  the  surgeon  dMuld 
Invariably  pass  the  finser  up  the  rtctum  prior  to  the  operation ;  and  if  the  ^aod  be 
enlarged,  it  will  be  discovered  with  the  greatest  facility.  By  such  timely  investiga- 
don,  the  surgeon  will  be  governed  in  the  various  stages  of  the  operation,  and  there- 
by bis  enabled  to  form  a  pretty  accurate  idea  of  the  determinate  extent  of  the  incH 
•lion  of  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  and  necessary  extension  of  the  blade  of  the  bistoiiriy 
prior  to  its  introduction  into  the  bladder. 

The  presence  of  a  stone  in  the  bladder  may  generally,  by  attention,  be  dislio- 
piished  ftom  an  irritsble  state  of  that  visau ;  for  in  the  former  Affection,  and  dur- 
ing the  discharge  of  urine,  the  pain  increases  tiU  the  last  drop  is  voided ;  wheresi, 
hi  the  latter  case,  relief  is  observed  in  a  reverse  ratio, — for  as  soon  as  the  water  be^ 
gins  to  flow,  the  patient  is  somewhat  relieved;  and  when  the  whole  is  evaciisi«4 
there  is  no  pain  left,  and  the  functioaaof  the  bladder  are-imiaUy  restored 
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awife  of  th?  oooteqneilces  that  might  ensue  from  the  attendiint 
iTmptonM,  exciled  by  conseoiient  irriutiont  the  frequent  eflfects 
of  caloali,  and  a  leilg  distended  state  of  the  bladder  ;  nererthe* 
les»,  thew  mifaToarable  symptoms  ^rradually  abated «  t(^gether 
with  the  tension  of  the  abdomen,  and  the  operation  became  ad* 
misstble}  *  and  after  lieinj^  determined  on,  and  the  preparatoiy 
regimen  adopted,  I  pertbnned  it  on  the  seventeenth  iu^itxint  (No- 
vember), in  the  presence  of  two  assisting  surseons  and  the  ne- 
cessary attendants.  The  patient  beinj;  placed  and  secured  in  a 
horizontal  positioii  upon  a  study  table  of  commodTous  hnght, 
and  supported  by  pillows,  with  the  breech  projecting  over  the 
edge  of  the  table,  the  first  stages  of  the  operation  were  conduct- 
ed in  the  mual  manner,  and  with  tolerable  facUtty.  On  the  mem- 
branous portion  of  the  urethra  being  laid  open  with  the  scalpel 
to  the  oommencemeat  of  the  prostate  giand,  the  beak  of  the  bis- 
touri  cache  was  inserted  into  the  groove  of  tha  staff;  the  handle 
of  the  staff  was  taken  hold  of  with  the  left  hand,  and  raised  from 
the  right  groin  of  the  patient  to'  neaHv  a  right  angle  with  the 
body  s  the  bistouri  was  then  carried  gentry  forwards  into  the  blad- 
der and  the  staff  taken  Out  $  the  cutting  edge  of  the  binouri  being 
mroed  laterally  towards  the  left  ischta  of  the  patient,  and  raised 
from  its  sheath^  it  was  withdrawn  f  nearly  in  a  horizontAi  direc- 
tion ;  and  in  executing  this  step  of  the  operation,  I  perceived  air 
unusual  resbtance  %  md  grating  sensation,  as  if  cutting  through  a 
cartilagiBous  substance.  The  t(>re4inger  of  the  left  hand  was  now* 
passed  as  high  as  possible  into  the  bladder,  through  the  opening 
made  by  the  bistouri,  and  with  difficulty  the  surface  of  a  stone 


*  Uaikf  obMrtacini  «*inoei|  Uiat  rfviplc  inritatkm  cxdtcd  in  the  bladder,  bf  th« 
frocnce  of  a  stooe  ia  that  iriieus,  not  unfrtquendj  subside  oa  the  priaiary  eiciting 
•Blue  being  mnoved  by  its  extraction  iriilioui  impeding  it&  functions. 

It  doas  not  appear  that  a  low  degree,  even  of  frequent  irritation,  eicited  by  a 
•lone  m  the  bladder,  !•>  ahogcther  unfavoorable  to  the  ftuccem  of  the  operation  of 
Uthotomy,  when  perforncd  during  an  intarval  of  ccmtioa  from  pais ;  but  if  thara 
aziat  any  nephritic  affection,  the  danger  is  tlien  nuinifc»tly  increased,  and  the  ope- 
ratiaa  should  b«  undertaken  vith  great  caution,  and  deferred,  if  poMible,  tiU  suck 
pain  wholly  eaaaw,  and  the  consequent  irritatioir  of  the  system  subsides. 

t  The  bistouri  cache  possesses  an  important  advantage  over  the  gorget,  which 
no  construction  of  that  instrument  can  possibly  surmount ;  for  the  surgeon  ha«  it 
in  hit  power  to  adapt  the  bUMie  of  the  bistouri  to  the  exigency  of  every  individual 
aam^  prior  to  its  introduction  into  the  bladder ;  and  should  the  &tone  be  suspected. 
to  be  of  unusual  magnitude,  or  leas  than  what  was  at  first  imagined,  the  tcntw  of 
the  h^qdle  may  be  moved  whilst  the  apex  is  in  the  bladder,  aud  tlie  cutting  part  re- 
gulated accordingly. 

t  The  tnlaigamant  of  the  proitate  ghmd.  In  this  instance,  seems  most  proliably 
to  have  bean  oocasionad  by  the  irritatiou  which  the  long  retention  of  the  »toni:»  ia 
•bo  bladdar  hadaiiitadou  thaiunctMMia  of  that  organ. 
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minute  investigation  I  was  convinced,  that  the  tension  of  the 
abdomen  was  caused  by  the  parts  of  the  wound  connected  with 
the  operation  being  distended  with  inflammation,  which  wholly 
prevented  the  action  of  the  bladder  and  voluntary  power  of  the 
abdominnl  muscles  from  propelling  the  urine*  through  the  aper- 
ture. Without  hesitation,  I  passed  a  female  catheter  up  the 
wound  in  perina^o  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder,  and  evacuated 
more  than  a  quart  of  Irmpid  urine  of  healthy  appearance.  Thi* 
unusual  mode  of  assisting  nature  in  relieving  herself,  was  found 
necessary  to  be  repeated  every  eight  or  ten  hours  for  several  suc- 
ceeding days,  until  the  tension  and  inflammation  of  the  parts 
connected  with  the  wound  had  subsided  ;  after  which  the  urine 
returned  through  the  artificial  aperture  with  comparative  free- 
dom. About  three  weeks  from  the  time  of  the  operation,  a  litde 
urine  made  its  way,  at  intervals,  by  the  channel  of  the  urethra, 
and  the  man  seemed  gradually  recovering ;  when  on  a  sudden 
a  new  train  of  symptoms  came  on,  accompanied  with  inflamma- 
tjon  and  swelling  of  the  right  testicle,  attended  with  violent  ob- 
tiise  pain,  which  produced  a  slight  degree  of  fever  and  constitu« 
tional  irritation  of  the  system.  Tea  leeches  were  applied  to  the 
inflamed  scrotum,  and  cloths  moistened  in  a  solution  of  ammo- 
nia muriata  in  vinegar  and  water  were  kept  constantly  applied 
to  the  aflbcted  part;  a  brisk  purgative  draught  was  administered, 
and  a  scanty  regimen  enjoined :  yet  every  precaution  used  to  dib* 
perse  the  swelling  and  inflammation  proved  unavailing,  and  sup- 
puration was  announced  by  frequent  rigors,  and  the  structure 
of  the  testicle  becoming  less  tense.  A  poultice  was  then  applieti, 
and  renewed  three  times  a-day,  till  a  fluctuation  of  matter  be- 
came perceptible,  which  was  let  out  through  an  opcnii?g  made 
with  a  lancet ;  the  part  soon  healed,  and  the  tension  of  the  tes- 
ticle gi'adually  subsided ;  soon  after  which  the  left  testicle  be- 


•  I  am  inducod  tt  belicTo,  that  ischuria  vcsIcaHr,  suhscqiient  to  tlic  openiticn  of 
lithotoiny,  is  a  very  rare  occurrtiK«;  and,  so  far  a»  my  ir.quiry  extends,  is  scarcely 
noiJcfd  by  any  anthers  wlio  have  ^rittcrt  on  the  aftcr-trcatmtnl  of  pntici)t&  lal)Our- 
ing  iindir  this  disease,  it  bclrtg  a  circumstance  >\hich  maybe  occasional!)  mU- 
taLcn  for  peritonitis,  seeing  the  symptoms,  on  a  superficial  inspection,  bear  some 
Aniilogy  to  each  other.  Hence  will  appear  ihe  necessity,  in  every  instance  of  ab- 
domiual  aflcction,  for  Uie  surgeon  miiailely  to  invesii|j^te  the  »tatc  of  the  bladdtr, 
and  witness  the  discharge  of  urine  from  the  wourtd  oV  by  the  urethra.  IJy  strict 
attention  to  this  particular,  tlie  morfeid  retention  of  urine  may  be  distiiiguifhed  from 
abdominal  inflammation ;  and  by  the  introdnciion  of  »  female  catheter  through  tbo 
H^und  into  the  bladder,  tlie  water  may  he  di.chargckT  as  often  •»  rc^uiriJ,  wd 
iiW  the  inflainmation  suUides,  by  whidi  means  t\^  patient  Mill  be  reliixcd;  ai.J 
»»v  neglect  ol  this  mode  of  manual  assistance,  inflaromaUon  of  tlie  bla/^dor  and 
afKloumial  viscera  u-ould  inevitably  follow ;  Ar  there  is  nuuh  reason  for  helid- 
ifj^%  that  fenoM  toistalusi  have  sometimes  ensued  from  ihi^  species  of  retcnika  ^ 
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came  enlarged  and  painful,  and  assumed  one  smooth  solid  suIh 
stance.  Leeches  and  other  topical  applications  were  assiduous- 
ly applied,  as  in  the  former  afTeetion,  and  a  mixture,  apparently 
of  pus  and  urine,  was  r^urgitated  *  by  the  urethra,  wnich  con- 
tinued for  the  course  of  eight  or  ten  days,  and  then  the  inflam- 
mation and  swelling  gradually  disappeared.  From  this  pefioit 
the  wound  in  perinseo  assumed  a  granulating  and  healthy  appear- 
ance, and  the  urine  was  voided  voluntarily  through  the  urethra 
In  increased  quantity ;  and  in  the  space  of  ten  weeks,  from  tlib 
time  of  the  operation,  the  wound  was  completely  healed,  and  the 
man  returned  home  in  a  state  of  apparent  good  h'ealdi,  being 
able  to  retain  his  urine  in  considerable  Quantity,  and  propel  it  at 
pleasure^  On  a  minute  examination  or  the  state  of  ttie  prostate* 
glind  at  this  period,  by  the  finger  in  ano,  its  size  appeared  very 
much  diminisned  from  what  it  was  prior  to  the  operation  f . 

I  have  lately  had  an  opportunity  of  conversing  with  Aiy  pa- 
tient ;  and  he  informs  me,  that  some  weeks  past  he  parted  with 
two  small  pieces  of  rough  calculi  by  the  uretnra,  and  thefe  is  d 
deposit  of  sabulous  matter  in  his  urine ;  from  which  it  appears 
probable  that  the  disposition  to  the  formation  of  stone  scill  exists.* 


*  I  Gonceive  it  is  not  easy  to  eiplain  the  real  cause  or  thi«  mUady  of  the  tettides; 
■or  do  1  find  such  an  oocnrrenee  mentioned  by  writers  on  lithotomy:  howeTer,  i 
wiU  haiard  a  opujecture,  that  in  all  probability  some  irregular  particles  of  ralculi^ 
separated  from  the  urine,  might  become  entangled  behind  the  reru  montanum,  and 
oUiterate  tiie  orifices  of  the  seminal  ducts,  and  in  this  way  produce  irritation  of  tho' 
cootigiKNis  parts;  or,  by  sympathy,  the  vas  deferens  might  partidpate  therewith,  amf 
the  mflammatioo  be  communicated  to  the  testis ;  for  it  appears  likely  that  the  matted 
was  regurgitated  through  this  duct  from  the  testicle  to  the  urethra. 

f  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  if  the  goiset  had  been  used  in  this  case,  it  would 
not  have  divided  more  than  half  of  the  left  portion  of  the  prostate  gland,  consc« 
quently  the  indsaon  must  have  been-  quite  inadequate  for  the  extraction  of  tho  stone,* 
and  probably  too  unnll  to  admit  the  blades  of-  ihe  forceps  without  much  violence  ;* 
and  owing  to  the  indurated  structure  of  the  gland  oppoMng  sndi  a  degree  of  resist- 
ance  to  its  introduction  into  tlie  bladder,  it  is  more  than  probable  that,  during  the' 
attfSBpC  to  accomplish  this  step  of  the  operation,  the  prostate  gland  must  have  beenf 
severed  from  its  connexion  with-  the  membranous  portion  of  the  urethra,  and*  tho' 
piRkterior  part  of  the  bladder  become  transfixed. 


g.^ 
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IV. 

(!ase  of  Ena/sted  Tumour  of  the  Brain.    By  Dr  Abqundkr^ 
J^MES  BueHANAN,  of  GIa8(|pw* 

Tt  is  a  remark  worthy  of  serious  consideration^  that  notlung  i» 
-'-  more  pernicious  in  the  theory  of  medicine,  dian  to  form  ge- 
neral conclusions  from  the  observation  of  a  few  insuktad  faets. 
Indeed,  nothing  has  tended  more  to  retard  the  true  advancement 
of  the  science,  or  has  been  more  destructive  in  the  practice  of 
physic,  than  to  start  new  doctrines  upon  such  grounds,  and 
urge  the  general  employment  of  remedies,  when  the  opinions, 
upon  which  their  use  is  founded,-  are  supported  By  only  a  few 
casesy  perhaps  ill  authenticated,  and  at  anyjrate  uUGertaiii^  irom 
ibe  very  circumstance  of  their  being  few  in  number. 

The  approaches  to  generalization  on  the  diseases  <^  the  brain, 
have,  from  the  complexity  of  its  structure!  and  our  iffnovance  of 
the  uses  of  its  various  parts,  been  necessarUy  retardedr-  Nor  can 
we  with  propriety  expect,  while  our  knowledge  is  thus  confined 
and  imperfect,  to  speak  with  certainty  on  the  proximate  canses 
ef  the  affection  of  any  particular  part  of  this  organs  or  draw  coih 
elusions  at  all  satisfactory  regarding  its  effects*  Were  we  always 
to  find  a  particular  symptom  the  mvartable  attendant  on  a  pitf- 
ticular  mcldification  of  morbid  action,  and  this  oonsequenee  to 
happen  as  r^ularly  fts  the  efibct  of  any  other  constant  exciting 
cause,  and  did  no  instances  prove  the  fallibility  of  such  expecta- 
tions, then  mfght  we  deduce  general  conclusions,  in  all  probabili- 
ty incontrovertible.  Such,  however,  unfortunately^  is  not  the 
case.'  Tet,  notwithstanding  this,  some,  with  all  the  pomp  of 
iyOogistic  decision,  have  brought  forward  the  few  facts  in  tlieir 
possession,  and,  upon  such  scanty  basis,  have  led  forth  dednc-^ 
tions,  in  their  estimation  altogether  conclusive^  and,  without 
admitting  the  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  any  new  modifica^ 
tions,  have  closed  in  the  generalization  of  the  old. 

I  was  led  to  these  remarks,  by  the  review  of  some  positions 
established  by  particular  authors,  regarding  the  diseased  affections 
of  the  structure  of  the  brain,  with  wfiich,  after  collating  the  fid- 
lowing,  and  a  few  other  cases  given  to  the  world,  by  medical 
gentlemen  of  respectability,  the  latter  could  not,  even  after  a 
reasonable  degree  of  flexion  and  extension,  be  brought  to  agree. 
I  do  not  mean,  at  present,  to  enter  upon  a  refutation  of  these 
doctrine^  but  may  perhaps  trouble  you  afterwards  wiih  soipe  ob* 
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tervatioDt  upon  them.  Neithar  is  the  foflowinff  case  offim^ 
.  with  the  view  of  deducing  from  it  any  remarks  of  practical  inv 
portance.  It  appeared  to  me  worthy  of  being  recorded,  from 
ihe  singularity  of  the  phenomena  found  upon  disiiectiunY  find  the 
little  connexion  discoverable  between  theih  and  the  previoua 
symptoms. 

A«N£8  Macleluln,  agcd  five  years,  had  tor  a  considerable  time 
been  affected  with  hooping-cough,  the  symptoms  of  which  hady 
however,  been  uncommonly  mild.     On  the  Sd  of  November, 
when  I  first  saw  her,  she  had  been  ill  for  about  three  weeks ;  and 
according  to  the  account  given  me,  it  did  not  appear  as  if  about 
to  leave  her,  although  the  fits  of  coughing  were  short  and  easy, 
and  she  was  in  every  other  respect  in  good  licalifa.     As  no  emetic 
had  been  tried,  I  ordered  an  antimonial  one,  and  also  recommend- 
ed a  change  of  air  for  the  child,  and  it  was  determined  accord* 
ingly  to  have  her  carried  into  the  country.  Upon  calling  a  few  days 
after,  I  was  informed,  that  they  had  not  thought  it  necessary  to 
have  her  removed,  as  the  parosiysms  had  become  daily  fewer, 
and  more  easy,  but  that  she  bad  been  otherwise  very  ill  since  my 
last  visit.    She  spent  her  nights  resdesiily,  did  not  take  her  meat 
as  usual,  and  her  stods  were  slimy  and  dark-coloured.     Her 
mother  also  assured  me,  that  she  had  l)een  much  changed  within 
these  few  days,  in  almost  every  respect-^her  toys  afforded  her  no 
amusement — at  one  time  she  would  become  unusually  lively,  and 
at  another,  insensible  and  torpid — and  that  when  free  from  either 
of  these,  she  was  peevish,  fretful,  and  discontented.     Such  in* 
congruous  symptoms  induced  me  to  be  more  particular  in  my 
examination;  and  upon  after  inquiry  I  learned,  that  at  all  times 
since  the  accession  of  the  hooping-cough,  she  appeared  much  dis« 
posed  to  sleep,  but  could  enjoy  none,  latterly,  from  her  incessant 
tossing  and  restlessness.     I'his  traiii  of  symptoms  had  become 
more  urgent  for  two  days  past ;  the  pulse  was  small,  quick,  and 
frequent,  beating  135  in  the  minute;  and  FahrciJieit's  thermo- 
meter, upon  placing  the  bulb  in  the  axilla,  stood  at  102"*.     Her 
(ongue  was  white  and  furred,  and  her  thirst  considerable.     Aii 
attendant  told  me,  that  when  more  sensible  in  the  night,  she  had 
complained  of  pain  in  the  head.     She  was  much  reduced  in 
fl<:«h ;  her  face  was  suffused  with  an  unhealthy  flush ;  there  was 
much  throbbing  of  the  temporal  artery,  and  the  eyes  were  tender. 
These  symptoms  led  me  to  tl.ink,  that  the  child  was  labouring 
under  an  attack  of  the  common  infantile  fever,  and  that  all  the 
appearances  mentioned  originated  from,  or  were  at  least  inti«*  . 
iiiately  dependent  upon  the  state  of  the  alimentary  canaL  Cathar« 
tics  being  therefore  indicated,  I  ordered  a  brifck  ojke^  which  wat 
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immediately  given.  6j  next  mominff,  the  medicine  had  effeotp 
;cd  a  very  complete  evacuation  of  the  boweb,  the  greatest  part  of 
which  was  very  fetid,  and  of  a  mucous  appearance  and  consist* 
«nce.  She  had  vomited  a  quantityof  li^ht  greenish  fluid ;  the  puke 
.was  reduced  to  100,  without  intermission ;  the  heat  was  more  mo- 
derate ;  and  I  began  to  form  a  favourable  prognosis.  My  hopes 
were  however  delusive ;  for  upon  the  succeeding  morning  a  great 
change  for  the  worse  had  taken  place ;  the  pulse  still  continue4 
•less  n*equent,  and  the  febrile  heat  appeared  recessant ;  but  the 
pulsations  were  tremulous  and  irrcgiilar,  and  the  extremities  were 
cold  and  livid.  The  mouth  soon  became  loaded  with  aphtha?, 
the  respiration  was  stertorous:,  and  she  appeared  to  be  comatose. 
'These  symptoms  continued  with  exacerbation  till  the  morning  of 
the  14th,  on  which  day,  at  eleven  o'clock  A.  M.  she  died. 

From  several  circumstances  attending  the  above  case,  I  was  in- 
duced to  request  permission  to  examine  the  body,  'which  wa9 
granted.  I  accordingly,  on  the  afternoon  of  the  cinv  on  which 
'she  died,  laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  thorax  and  abdomen,  and 
examined  the  viscera  of  each,  with  the  greatest  care,  but  could 
discover  in  neither,  in  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  the  smallest  ap- 
pearance of  morbid  alteration.  In  the  stomach,  I  found  a  quan- 
tity of  light  greenish  fluid,  similar  to  that  which  had  been  vo- 
jnited ;  the  intestinal  canal  was  almost  completely  empty ;  but 
no  diseased  change  of  structure  was  perceptible. 

Convinced  that  what  I  had  seen  was  insufficient  to  account 
for  all  the  appearances  which  had  manifested  themselves  during 
the  progress  of  the  disease,  and  although,  from  a  consideration  of 
tlie  patho^omonic  symptoms  of  hydrocephalus,  I  did  not  expect 
to  meet  with  any  considerable  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  cav)tit'<? 
of  the  brain- — an  increased  action  of  the  arterial  system,  having 
been  one  of  the  chief  characteristics  of  the  disease,  the  pupils  «l- 
60  having  remained  all  along  sensible  to  the  light,  and  not  (he 
slightest  inclination  to  convulsive  motions  having  been  discover- 
ed in  any  part  of  the  body — still,  however,  as  there  had  been 
stertor  in  breathing,  and  latterly  disposition  to  coma,  and  as  she 
bad  complained  of  pain  in  the  head,  1  thought  it  advisable  to 
examine  the  state  of  the  brain  ;  and  the  following  is  an  account 
of  its  dissection. 

On  removing  the  skull-cap,  the  external  surface  of  the  dura 
water  appeared  to  be  in  a  healthy  condi  ion :  it  was  therefore 
(being  divided  on  a  level  with  the  section  of  the  skull  all  around, 
except  at  its  posterior  part)  thrown,  along  with  the  falx,  in  ihe 
usual  way,  backwards  over  the  occiput,  fhe  other  membrane* 
|H?ingnow  exposed,  teveral  circular  spots  of  a  while  milky  colour| 
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und  varying  from  about  the  size  of  a  mustard-seed  to  that  of  a 
seven-shiHing*  pieces  were  discovered  scattered  irregularly  in  se- 
veral places  over  the  surface  of  the  brain.     They  lay  chiefly  in  the 
fiirrows  between  the  convolutions  of  the  middle  and  the  poste- 
ripr  lobes,  although  some  smaller  ones  were  found  over  tl\e  con- 
vexities of  the  convolutions,  and  a  few  of  a  middle  ^ize  and 
bluish  white  colour  on  the  anterior  lobe  of  the  right  side.     On  the 
same  side,  and  in  the  direction  of  the  corda  silvii,  lay  six  of  the 
largest  kind,  of  a  darker  hue  than  the  others.     Upon  raising  tins 
t*inica  arachnoidcs,  which  was  done  with  difficulty,  I  dearly  as- 
certained that  these  vesicles  were  situated  between  that  mem- 
brane and  tiic  pia  mater ;  and  what  appeared  remarkable  was, 
that  they  seemed  to  have  little  connexion  with  either,  for  I  could 
easily  raise  tliem  entire  upon  the  end  of  the  knife.     They  appear- 
ed to  be  surrounded  with  a  thin  membranous  covering;  and  wheu 
pressed  between  the  finger  and  thumb,  a  quantity  of  fluid  like 
cream,  but  of  a  darker  colour,  and  more  viscid  consistence,  inter- 
mixed with  streaks  of  blood,  was  effused.     Having  ascertained 
every  thing  concerning  these  bodies  that  I  thought  worthy  of 
notice,  I  now  proceeded,  in  the  usual  manner,  to  dissect  away  the 
substance  of  the  right  hemisphere,  on  a  level  with  the  section  of 
the  cranium,  in  order  to  expose  die  centrum  ovale  mintis.     Tlic 
brain  cut  very  well  for  about  one  third  of  the  length  of  the  he- 
misphere, but  when  I  had  reached  to  about  the  beginning  of  the 
middle  lobe,  an  elTusion  of  dark  bloody  fluid  made  its  appear- 
ance.   Carrying  the  division  backwards,  I  brought  into  view  a 
horizontal  section  of  a  circumscribed  dark  purple-coloured  cir- 
cular body,  of  a  homogeneous  appearance,  which,  upon  being 
washed,  appeared  well  acfined  at  its  margin,  enveloped  in  an  in- 
flection of  the  pia  mater,  and  encircled  by  a  thin  layer  of  cincri- 
tious  matter.     It  was,  therefore,  though  apparently  in  the  very 
centre  of  the  medullary  part,  in  fact  exterior  to  the  pia  m'^tor 
and  cortical  portion  of  the  brain.     Upon  more  particular  exa- 
mination, I  observed  that  this  collection  of  morbid  matter  extend- 
ed inwards,  from  the  situation  of  the  corda  silvii,  where  I  had 
observed  the  largest  and  darkest-coloured  of  the  small  bodies  up- 
on the  surface,  and  that  it  was  fairly  encysted  5  the  sac  beintj  com- 
posed, as  I  have  said  before,  of  a  prolonged  dupHcature  of  the 
jua  mater  J  also,  that  that  part  of  this  membrane  which  sur- 
rounded it  was  opaque,  thicker  than  natural,  and  paintejd  in  all 
directions  with  red  vessels.     This  body  in  appearance  was  very 
similar  to  the  spleen,  although  its  substance  was  less  compact, 
and  its  texture  more  dehcate.     Haviug  examined  the  tumour  in 
all  directions,  and  ascertained  every  thing  I  could  possibly  dis- 
<^aver,  I  proceeded,  with  considerable  expectation,  to  open  thcla^ 
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teral  ventricles^  whichi  notwithstanding  the  previous  dissecrtion, 
5ciQ  remained  entire.  They  contained  each  a  small  qaantitj  of 
aqueous  fluid.  The  fornix  was  now  divided  at  its  anterior  crura, 
and  the  velum  interpositum,  which  exhibited  a  most  beautiful  tip- 
pearance,  exposed  to  view.  The  whole  of  it,  but  particularlj 
the  plexus  choroides,  was  distended  with  vessels  almost  to  bursi- 
ing,  and  what  are  usually  imagined  to  be  hydatids,  were  cluster- 
ea  in  great  numbers  round  the  latter  part.  I  continued  to  dissect 
downwards,  but  could  discover  nothing  further  unnatural,  ex- 
cept that  the  peduncles  of  the  pineal  gland  were  unusually  large 
and  prominent. 

The  above  case  would  seem  to  point  out  the  fallacy  of  a  jjriari 
reasoning  in  medicine;  for,  if  wc  except  the  stertor  in  breathing, 
and  inclination  to  coma,  every  appearance  was  hothingr  more 
than  the  usual  symptoms  of  idiopathic  fever.  The  increased  ac- 
tivity of  the  circulation,  and  particularly  the  state  of  the  bowek, 
were  conclusive  proofs  of  th;s,  and  indicated  the  use  of  purga- 
tives. Such  being  the  case,  the  extensive  disorganizadoa  £s- 
covered  in  the  brain,  deserves  our  particular  attention  ;  andj  with 
respect  to  it,  it  would  occur  to  one  at  first  sight,  that  one  of  two 
circumstances  must  have  taken  place :  cither  that  part  of  the 
brain  which  formerly  occupied  its  place,  must  have  been  gradu- 

.  ally  absorbed  and  carried  out  of  the  cranium  into  the  system,  in 
proportion  as  it  increased  in  size, — or  tlie  brain  must  have  endur- 
ed such,  compression  as  this  unnatural  tumour  must  unavoidably 
have  occasioned,  and  supported  its  own  structure  entire,  and  the 
performance  of  its  various  functions  little  impaired,  during  such 
existing  circumstances.  The  latter  of  these  is  at  variance  wiih 
our  observation  of  what  happens  in  other  similar  circumstances; 
for  insensibility  and  death  are  the  usual  consequences  of  com- 
pression.    The  former  correspc^ds  with  what  we  see  daily  oc- 

.  cur  in  other  parts  of  the  system,  and  is  the  only  satisfactory^  way 
of  accounting  for  the  growth  of  t^uch  a  body,  in  such  a  place,  un- 
less we  suppose  that  this  morbid  matter  existed  from  the  child^s 
birth,  and  had  been  coeval  with  the  formation  of  the  other  parts 

.of  the  brain,  which  is  highly  improbable.  Indeed,  I  am  inclin- 
ed to  believe,  that  this  tumour  had  been  at  first  similar  to  those 
found  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  and  had  increased  more  rapid- 
ly than  they,  from  its  situation  having  oiTered  less  resistance  than 
was  presented  to  them.  But,  that  such  a  collection  could  have 
formed,  not  only  without  destroying  the  person,  but  even  with- 
out disturbing  the  functions  of  the  brain,  is  very  remarkable,  and 
IS  another  proof,  that  the  greater  part  of  the  substance  of  tliii 
^rgan  is  by  no  means  essential  to  lifci  but  is  merely  subservient^ 
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in  some  manner  or  other,  to  tbe  more  important  parts.  The 
white  bodies  found  between  the  tunica  aracbnoidea  and  pia  ma* 
ter,  are  not  new  in  their  occurrence ;  they  have  frequently  been 
found  in  dissections  of  fungus  haematodes  of  the  eye  ;  and  this 
circumstance,  together  witn  the  appearance  of  the  body  found 
in  the  right  hemisphere,  induce  me  to  think  that  this  child  la- 
boured under  a  modification  of  that  formidable  disease.  If  so^ 
it  would  appear  that  no  part  of  the  body  is  exempt  from  its  at* 
tacks,  since  it  has  been  found  in  almost  every  individual  viscus, 
and  as  this  case  would  seem  to  show  that  the  delicate  brain  itself 
is  liable  to  be  affected  with  it. 


V. 

Aecmmi  qf  Unusual  Conformaiicms  of  some  Muscles  and  Vessels^ 
By  Alexakder  Ramsay,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy^. 
Edinburgh.     (With  an  Engraving.) 

As  most  of  the  important  circumstances  connected  with  surgi- 
cal operation,  seem  capable  of  demonstration,  it  appears  sur* 
prising,  that  so  many  topics  ranking  under  that  useful  art  should 
for  any  time  continue  desiderata.  Sixteen  years  aso,  when  t 
bq^n  lecturing  on  anatomy  in  Edinburgh,  I  showed  my  pupils^ 
that  the  same  anastomosis  which  insured  success  in  popliteal  an- 
eurism, promised  hopes  in  critical  cases,  in  the  femoral  region^ 
or  even  within  Poupart's  ligament.  This  has  lately  been  execut- 
ed by  British  surgeons,  with  complete  conviction  of  its  efficacy 
and  safety. 

Permit  me,  through  the  medium  of  your  useful  work,  to  no- 
tice, that  the  rule  I  have  invariably  adhered  to,  of  having  the  ar- 
teries of  every  subject  injected,  which  have  come  into  my  rooms 
in  Edinburgh,  or  the  colleges  abroad,  to  which  I  was  invited  as 
teacher  of  anatomy,  has  not  only  familiarized  my  pupils  to  the 
usual  distributions  of  vessels,  but  likewise  to  those  varieties  which 
are  supposed  rare,  and  to  others  which  are  truly  unfrequent, 
though  important  to  be  known  and  recollected.  Even  varieties 
in  muscles  seem  sometimes  connected  with  consequences  not 
known.  I  shall  mention  a  few  circumstances  connected  with 
|hese  subjects. 

|n  the  year  1 795,  I  discovered  a  transverse  rtuscle  of  the  axit 
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la,  which  may  account  for  the  liability  of  some  subjects  to  swel- 
ling of  the  axillary  glands  on  occasions  of  violent  exertion.  This 
body  is  composed  of  an  oblong  muscle,  stretched  from  the  pecto- 
ral muscle  to  the  latismus  dorsi  and  teres  major,  which,  in  its 
violent  contractions,  must  prove  inconvenient  to  the  axillary  ar- 
teries, veins  and  nerves  which  lie  within  this  muscle.  It  was  not 
known  in  Edinburgh  or  London,  when  I  demonstrated  it,  and 
IS  now  detected  in  one  of  thirty  subjects,  when  dissectors  are  at- 
tentive. 

That  the  ulnar  artery  is  often  placed  superficially  (and  not 
deep-seated  in  nil  cases,  as  books  in  general  mention),  iswtll 
knovvn  to  anatomists,  but  not  universally  to  practitioners,  who 
ini;;ht  be  surprised,  in  some  cases,  at  the  profuse  haBmorrkage 
which  takes  place,  when  a  wound  has  exceeded  the  corpus  adi- 
posum  and  fascia. 

The  distribution  of  the  vessel,  b,  Fig.  Ut,  seems  not  frequent, 
and  accounts  for  fatal  haemorrhage  in  the  operation  for  paracen- 
tesis. It  is  surprising  that  practitioners  seem  never  to  have  ex- 
amined such  cases  alter  death,  and  that  surgeons  have  rather 
adopted  the  new  method  of  operation,  from  experience  of  the  oc- 
casional danger  connected  with  this  operation,  than  a  oonviction 
and  knowledge  of  the  vessel  injured  in  such  cases.  Fig.  1st,  a, 
is  the  external  iliac  artery.  Here  the  circumflex,  cc,  is  not  sent 
off  as  a  principal  trunk,  but  is  a  branch  of  b,  a  large  ascending  ar- 
tery, exceeding  the  diameter  of  a  crow-quill,  which  passes  in 
the  course  of  the  trocar.  In  this  subject,  this  distribution  was 
found  on  the  right  side  only ;  but  it  occurs  occasionally  on  both 
sides.  The  symptoms  of  gradual  sinking  after  the  operation, 
which  has  been  known  to  continue  for  3  days,  and  terminate  in 
death,  ought  to  warn  practitioners  of  tlie  possibility  of  the  pre- 
sence and  section  of  this  artery,  which  is  easily  taken  up,  as  it 
lies  (so  far  as  my  observation  goes)  between  the  external  and 
internal  oblique  muscles  of  the  abdomen.  This  vessel  seems  to 
occur  once  in  200  cases,  were  I  to  concluck  from  those  I  have 
liiet  with  ;  though  this  artery,  upon  a  small  scale,  may  be  detect- 
ed often,  and  seems  the  cause  of  the  bloody  tinge  which  occa- 
sionally appears  in  even  successful  operation,  d.  Is  the  epigastric 
artery  which  sent  off,  e,  the  obturator  artery,  a  circumstance 
much  more  frequent  than  I  find  is  credited ;  and  so  far  as  this 
lias  influence  in  operations,  practitioners  ought  to  be  aware  of 
this  frequency,  f.  Is  the  superior  anterior  spinous  process  of  tbe 
ps  ilium  ;  g,  Poupart's  ligament. 

Fig.  vd,  exhibits  an  artery,  e,  as  large  as  a  crow-quill,  which 
traverses  the  miuille  of  the  trachea  to  be  diffused  on  the  right 
iiA)e  of  tiie  thyroid  ^land :  this  vessel  springs  from  the  common 
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trunk  of  the  right  csrotid  and  subclnvian  arteries ;  o,  is  the  left 
carotid  artery;  b,  the  common  trunk  of  the  right  subclavian,  c* 
and  carotid,  d ;  e,  the  trachea  and  vessel  mentioned,  which  is  in- 
terposed where  the  trocar  passes  in  the  operation  for  tracheotomy. 
Fig.  Sd,  exhibits  ihe  anterior  tibial  artery,  c,  sent  off  higher 
than  usual  from  the  popliteal  artery,  and  is  subjected  to  the  con- 
tinual pressure  of  the  popliteal  muscle,  a;  between  which,  and  the 
tibia,  d,  this  unusual  distribution  passes  to  its  destination.  Is 
ancurismal  affection  excited  by  such  circumstances  ? 
Infirmary  Street^  Edinburgh^ " 
Aitrii  1 6th,  1812. 


by  I 
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VI. 

On  Painftd  Subadaneous  Tubercle.     By  William  Wood,  Esq. 
Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons,  Edinburgh. 

nPiiE  disease  which  forms  the  subject  of  the  present  commu- 
-*-  nication  has  not,  so  far  as  I  know,  l^een  mentioned  in  the 
writings  of  any  systematical  or  practical  author,  although  it  is 
not  a  very  unfrequent  occurrence,  if  I  may  judge  from  the  num- 
ber of  cases  which  I  have  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  within 
the  last  twelve  months.  It  appears  to  me  to  be  well  worthy  of 
attention,  both  from  the  severe  suffering  which  it  causes  to  the 
patient,  and  from  the  singularity  of  tne  symptoms  to  which  it 
gives  rise. 

The  disease  to  which  I  allude,  consists  in  the  formation  of  a 
lump  or  tubercle,  of  a  peculiar  nature,  in  the  subcutaneous  cel- 
lular substance.  Tliis  tubercle  is  met  with  in  different  parts  of 
the  body,  but  most  freauently  in  the  extremities.  It  is  extreme- 
ly small,  generally  of  the  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden- 
pea  ;  and  in  none  of  the  cases  of  which  I  have  been  able  to  pro- 
cure a  distinct  account,  larger  than  a  coffee-bean.  It  is  of  a  firm 
consistence,  and  is  apparently  quite  circumscribed,  being  feituated 
loosely  in  the  cellular  substance,  immediately  under  the  integu- 
ments, which  retain  their  natural  colour  and  appearance. 

In  the  greater  proportion  of  cases,  there  is  no  visible  appear-r 
ance  of  disease  whatever,  and  it  is  only  when  the  surgeon  applies 
his  finger  to  a  particular  spot  pointed  out  by  the  patient,  that  he 
becomes  sensible  o(  the  existence  of  the  tubercle.  In  some  few  , 
cases,  however,  although  small,  it  i&  SO  superficially  seated  as  iq 
form  a  visible  prominence, 
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As  in  fd]  the  cases  with  which  I  am  acquainted,  the  tuberck 
had  attained  nearly  itn  lull  gruwtfa  before  its  presence  was  de^ 
tected,  I  am  unable  to  say,  whether  it  is  originally  of  slow  or  of 
rapid  formation,  but  having  acquired  a  certain  size,  it  remains 
bearly  stationary,  undergoing  hardly  any  perceptible  increase  of 
bulk,  even  in  tlie  course  of  a  ^reat  many  years ;  nor  does  it  ever 
show  any  tendency  to  aifect  either  the  stun  or  surrounding  eel* 
lular  substance.  In  one  only  of  the  patients  whom  I  have  seen, 
or  of  whose  disease  I  have  procured  an  account,  has  there  been 
found  more  than  one  of  these  tubercles,  and  in  that  person  there 
were  present  no  fewer  than  three  at  the  same  time. 

Trifling  as  the  diseased  part  is,  in  point  of  size  and  appear- 
ance,  it  becomes  the  cause  of  very  severe  and  even  of  excruciating 
pain.  So  strongly  is  this  pain  represented  by  the  patients,  that 
we  might  be  apt  to'  amagine  their  statement  exaggerated,  did  we 
not  find  them  all  concurring  in  the  same  representation,  and 
most  of  them  willing  to  submit  to  any  operation  that  may  be 
necessary  to  remove  the  cause  of  thdr  pain.  Two  women  in 
the  lower  rank  of  life  came  to  me,  even  from  a  distance  of  above 
SO  miles,  to  have  a  consultation  about  this  disease ;  and  both  of 
them  expressed  their  willingness  to  submit  to  any  temporary 
pain,  however  severe,  which  might  remove  their  complaint. 

The  pain  to  which  this  disease  gives  rise,  is  extremdy  acute 
in  the  tubercle,  and  extends  from  it  to  a  considerable  distance 
along  the  neighbouring  parts ;  it  is  not  constant,  but  occurs  in 
paroxysms.  In  general,  at  the  commencement  of  the  paroxysm, 
the  pain  is  slight,  but  gradually  increases  till  it  becomes  excru- 
ciatingly severe,  and  it  goes  ofi*  in  the  same  gradual  manner, 
leaving  the  parts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  tubercle,  for  some 
lime  afterwards,  sore  to  the  touch,  as  if  they  had  been  bruised. 
The  paroxysms  viiry  in  duration  from  ten  minutes  to  upwards  of 
two  hours  ;  but  they  seem  to  increase  both  in  frequency  and  se- 
verity, in  proportion  to  the  length  of  time  the  disease  has  existed. 

Some  of  the  patients  hnxe  occasional  intervals  of  ease  ibr  days 
or  even  weeks  j  in  others,  the  paroxysms  occur  several  times  in 
the  course  of  one  day.  Tliey  generally  come  on  spontaneously; 
but  in  one  of  the  cases  which  I  met  with,  they  were  sometimes 
induced  by  the  fiiciion  of  the  clothes  along  Uie  surface  of  the 
tubercle.  They  frequently  attack  the  patient  when  asleep,  in 
which  case  he  is  suddenly  awoke  by  the  severity  of  the  pain. 

The  degree  of  pain  produced  by  touching  the  tubercle  is  dif- 
ferent in  different  cases,  all  the  patients  whom  I  have  examined 
allowing  it  to  be  freely  handled,  in  its  ordinary  slate,  without  fisd- 
ing  much  uneasiness,  but  complaining  cf  great  aggravation  of 
the  pain,  from  cither  the  tubercle  or  surrounding  skin  being 
fCTcn  slightly  touched  during  the  paroan/m.    Acute  pain  is  produ^ 
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eed  at  dl  times,  by  the  toberelc  being  accidentally  strnck  against 
Any  hard  substance.  One  lady,  of  whose  case  I  shall  give  a  de- 
railed account,  conceives  that  the  sensibHity  of  the  tubercle  is  ma- 
lorially  affected  by  every  change  in  the  weather,  whether  from 
lieat  to  cold,  or  from  cold  to  heat.  Several  of  the  patients  have 
stated,  that  they  are  sensible  of  an  increase  in  the  size  of  the 
tubercle  during  the  attack  of  pain^  and  some  of  them  have  oo- 
casionalljr  observed,  at  the  same  time,  a  degree  of  discoloration 
of  the  akin  covering  it,  which  became  of  a  purplish  or  bluish 
cast ;  and  although  I  have  had  no  opportunity  of  ascertaining 
the  truth  of  these  statements  from  my  own  observation,  I  have 
no  reason  to  doubt  their  accuracy. 

It  is  a  singular  circumstance,  that  in  all  the  cases  which  have 
come  to  my  knowledge,  with  perhaps  one  exception,  this  specie^ 
of  tubercle  occurred  in  females,  it  does  not  appear  to  be  con- 
fined' to  any  particular  age,  but  it  is  frequently  met  with  at  an 
early  period  of  life,  and  I  have  known  it  remain  nearly  unchang- 
ed tor  upwards  of  eighteen  years. 

From  the  very  severe,  and  almost  constant  suffering  to  which 
the  patient  is  exposed,  the  tubercle  freqitently  becomes  the  sub* 
ject  of  operation  f  and  fortunately  it  may  be  extirpated  with  per* 
feet  safety,  no  unpleasant  symptom  having  ever,  so  far  as  I  know, 
been  produced  by  the  operation.  The  patient  becomes  free 
from  all  pain  and  uneasiness  as  soon  as  the  tubercle  is  removed, 
and,  so  »r  as  experience  yet  goes,  there  seems  to  be  no  tenden« 
ey  to  a  return  of^  the  disease.  In  removing  the  tubercle,  it  ia 
found  to  be  quite  detached  from  the  integuments,  and  to  be 
bnt  loosely  connected  with  the  surrounding  cellular  substance, 
both  of  which  are,  to  all  appearance,  perfectly  sound.  From  thia 
circumstance  it  is  unnecessary  to  take  away  any  portion  of  the 
skin,  and  only  a  very  inconsiderable  quantity  of  the  cellular 
membrane.  The  wound  frequently  heals  by  the  first  intention  ; 
and,  even  in  those  cases  in  which  suppuration  takes  place,  the 
cure  is  seldom  prolonged  for  any  considerable  length  of  time* 
On  dividing  the  tubercle  with  the  knife,  after  it  has  been  remov- 
ed from  the  body,  it  is  found  to  be  of  a  pretty  firm  consistence, 
and  it  exhibits  an  uniform  structure,  somewhat  resembling  car- 
lilagts  in  appearance,  but  it  is  by  no  means  so  hard. 

1  shall  now  proceed  to  give  a  detailed  acconnt  of  the  cases 
from  whidi  the  above  history  of  the  disease  has  been  drawn  up. 

Case  1» — Misa ,  a  lady  of  about  50  years  of  age,  con- 

folted  my  father,  in  the  year  J  b09,  on  account  of  three  tubercles, 
rather  smaller  than  garden  peas,  situated  superficially  under  the 
integaments  over  the  upper  part  of  the  gluteus  maximus  muscle. 
These  weie  placed  pretty  near  each  other;  they  were  quite  move*- 
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able,  and  the  skin  covering  them  was  of  natoral  colour  and  ap« 
pearance.  She  complained  of  frequent  attacks  of  extremely  acute 
pain  in  these  little  tumours,  which  extended  from  them  to  a 
considerable  distance  along  the  neighbouring  parts.  These  at^ 
tacks  sometimes  occurred  spontaneously,  but  were  frequently 
also  brought  on  by  the  friction  of  her  clothes  along  the  tuber- 
cles. She  was  recommended  to  tiy  the  topical  application  of 
mercurial  ointment,  but  this  not  being  productive  of  any  relief, 
she  most  anxiously  desired  the  removal  of  the  diseased  parts. 
The  three  tubercles,  along  with  a  considerable  portion  of  the  in- 
teguments and  of  the  cellular  substance,  were  removed  by  my 
father,  by  two  incisions.  The  wound  healed  by  the  first  in« 
tention ;  and  the  lady  has  never  since  had  any  uueasiness  or  re* 
turn  of  her  disease. 

Case  II. — Betty  Hunter,  a  poor  woman,  above  seventy  years 
of  age,  came  in  autumn  last  from  a  distance  of  above  thirty  miles, 
to  have  a  consultation  about  a  small  tubercle  of  the  size  and  form 
of  a  flattened  garden-pea,  situated  superficially  under  the  skin,  a 
little  above  the  inner  side  of  the  right  knee. .  There  was  no  vi- 
sible  appearance  of  disease  on  looking  at  the  affected  limb  ;  the 
skin  was  of  natural  colour  and  appearance.  The  tubercle  was 
quite  circumscribed  and  very  moveable.  When  she  applied  to 
me  for  advice,  she  said  it  would  appear  strange  that  a  woman,  at 
her  time  of  life,  should  have  come  such  a  distance,  on  accoant 
of  what  would  appear  to  me  a  perfect  trifle ;  but  that,  trifling  a» 
the  little  knot  might  appear,  it  rendered  her  life  miserable^  from 
the  excessive  pain  to  which  it  gave  rise ;  and  she  added,  that 
she  would  submit  most  willingly  to  any  operation  I  might  pro* 
pose,  that  would  remove  her  disease.  She  informed  me  diat  it 
was  upwards  of  13  years  since  she  first  observed  the  little  lump, 
and  tnere  was  hardly  any  perceptible  increase  in  its  size  since 
that  time, — that  it  had  not  given  her  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness 
till  within  1 8  months;  at  which  time  she  had  become  subject  to 
rtccasional  attacks  of  severe  pain  in  the  tubercle,  extending  from- 
it  to  a  considerable  distance  along  the  thigh  aud  leg ;  that,  for 
some  time  back,  she  bad  had  regularly  one  paroxysm  in  the  course 
of  evcty  2«i  hours,  which  came  on  sometimes  during  the  day, 
and  At  others  during  the  night ;  that  these  paroxysms  originafiy 
continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  but  had  gradually  increased  tcx 
upwards  of  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  had  become  excruciatingly  so 
vere.  She  enjoyed  perfect  ease  in  the  intervals  between  the  pa- 
roxysms. She  never  perceived,  at  any  time,  any  alteration  in 
the  colour  or  appearance  of  the  skin.  She  allowed  tlie  tumour 
fo  he  freely  handled,  without  complaining  of  much  uneasiness. 

Having  pinched  up  the  tubercle,.  I  cut  it  out^  clong  with  a  por-* 
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tion  of  the  int^uments^  and  afterwards  removed  a  quantity  of 
the  contiguous  cellular  membrane.  Partly  from  having  removed 
8o  much  of  the  cellular  substance,  and  probably  in  part  from  the 
languor  of  the  circulation  at  her  advanced  period  of  life,  adhesion 
did  not  take  place,  and  the  wound  assumed  an  indolent  appear* 
ance.  By  means  of  poultices,  however,  and  stimulating  appli- 
cations, it  was  brought  into  a  state  of  suppuration,  and  was  heal- 
ed up  in  the  course  of  1.5  or  16  days.  The  skin  and  cellular  sub-« 
stance  which  I  had  removed,  were,  on  examination,  found  to  all 
appearance  perfectly  sound.  She  has  had  no  return  of  her  dis* 
ease. 

Case  III. — Mrs  Cratg,  about  28  years  of  age,  came  to  me  in 
March  last,  from  a  considerable  distance  in  File,  on  account  of  a 
tubercle  of  the  size  and  form  of  a  flattened  garden*pca,  situated 
immediately  under  the  skin  over  the  middle  of  the  right  leg,  on 
its  outer  side.  It  felt  Arm  but  moveable,  and  the  skin  retained 
its  natural  colour  and  appearance.  Above  seven  years  previous 
to  my  seeing  her,  she  had  become  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of 
pain  in  the  right  leg,  and  soon  afterwards  she  accidentally  dis* 
covered  the  little  knot,  which  had  imdcrgone  very  little  altera* 
tion  in  size  from  that  time.  For  severru  years  back,  she  had 
been  subject  to  several  paroxysms  of  pain  in  the  course  of  every 
24  hours,  varying  in  duration  from  10  minutes  to  nearly  three 
quarters  of  an  hour.  These  she  said  had  become  exquisitely  se- 
vere ;  they  frequently  attacked  her  when  asleep ;  in  which  case^ 
she  suddenly  awoke  in  a  fright,  and  occasionally  found  that  she 
was  screaming  out  from  the  severity  of  the  pain.  The  pain  was 
sot  confine<]  to  the  tubercle,  but  extended  to  some  distance  both 
up  and  down  the  leg.  By  her  account,  the  tubercle  frcouently 
became  wsf6/y  increased  in  size  during  the  paroxysm  \  and  the  skin 
covering  it,  sometimes,  at  the  same  time,  assumed  a  purplish  or 
bluish  hue.  The  paroxysms  had  been  gradually  increasing  both 
in  frequency  and  severity.  I  removed  the  tubercle,  without  tak- 
ing away  any  part  of  the  integuments,  and  a  very  small  portion 
only  of  cellular  substance.  At  the  first  removal  of  the  adhesive 
straps,  the  divided  parts  were  found  to  have  adhered ;  but  there 
was  a  slight  discharge  of  pus  from  the  surface  of  the  wound  for 
ten  or  twelve  days.  She  has  not  experienced  the  slightest  unea- 
siness since  the  operation. 

Case  IV. — Mrs j  a  lady  of  about  50  yenrs  of  age,  more 

than  12  j'ears  ago  became  subject  to  frequent  attacks  of  pain  in 
the  right  arm,  which  were  supposed  to  arise  from  rheumatism. 
On  this  account  blisters  and  other  remedies  were  employed,  but 
without  any  advantage.  Some  years  afterwards,  she  accidentally 
ditcovered  a  small  lump,  about  the  size  of  a  small  garden  pea. 
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under  the  skin,  on  the  middle  and  outer  part  of  the  right  arm. 
At  this  time  the  attacks  of  pain  were  frequent ;  the  pain  was  very 
acute,  both  in  the  tubercle,  and  in  the  surrounding  parts  upwards 
nearly  to  the  shoulder,  and  downwards  to  the  fingers ;  these  parts 
ielt  sore  to  the  touch  for  some  time  afler  the  paroxysm  had  gone 
off;  she  occasionally  also  felt  a  degree  of  numbness  in  the  fingers 
of  the  right  hand.     She  was  ordered  the  topical  use  of  mercarial 
ointment,  but  was  at  the  same  time  recommended,  if  she  did  not 
toon  ^t  free  of  pain,  to  have  the  diseased  part  cut  out.    She 
conceived  that  she  derived  some  advantage  from  the  ointment; 
at  least,  afler  its  employment,  the  pain  no  longer  extended  down- 
wards towards  the  hand,  although  it  remained  equally  severe 
in  the  tubercle  itself,  and  in  the  upper  part  of  the  arm.     I  saw 
this  lady  a  few  days  ago :   She  informs  me,  that  she  is  never  %k 
hours  free  from  an  attack  of  pain,  which  lasts  from  half  an  hoar 
to  nearly  an  hour ;  that  it  is  slight  at  the  commencement  of  the 
paroxysm,  but  gradually  increases  until  it  becomes  excessively 
severe;  and  after  it  has  begun  to  abate,  it  goes  off  gradually.  The 
pain,  during  the  paroxybm,  extends  a  good  way  up  the  arm,  wbicb 
remains  sore  to  the  touch  for  some  time  afterwards.    Although 
she  complains  of  no  uneasiness  on  the  tubercle  being  freely  hand* 
led,  in  its  ordinary  sfate^  exouisite  pain  is  the  consequence  of  ei- 
ther the  tubercle  or  surrounaing  slun  being  touched,  even  in  the 
slightest  manner,  during  the  paroxysm.    She  says  she.does  not 
think  it  possible  for  any  person  who  has  not  experienced  the  pain 
of  this  disease  to  form  any  idea  of  its  severity.     The  parozysms 
freouently  awake  her  from  sleep.   There  is  no  visible  appearance 
of  aisease  on  looking  at  the  arm$  but  when  the  particular  spot  if 
pointed  out,  a  tubercle,  a  little  larger  than  a  flattened  garden- 
pea,  and  more  of  an  oval  form,  is  felt  rolling  very  superficially 
under,  the  integuments,  which  she  has  never  observed  to  undergo 
any  change  in  colour  or  appearance.     She  thinks  the  tubercle  a 
little  larger  than  when  she  first  perceived  it:  She  informs  me, 
that  it  appears  to  her  to  be  increased  in  size  during  tke  pafX3mysm^\ 
or  at  least  that  it  becomes,  at  that  time,  more  superficial  thani 
usual,  although  never  visibly  prominent. 

These  are  tne  only  cases  of  the  disease  which  I  have  met  with 
in  private  practice.  I  had  an  opportunity,  however,  of  seeing 
another  case  in  the  Royal  Infirmarv  in  the  course  of  last  somnter. 
The  patient  was  under  the  care  of  my  friend,  Mr  Newbigi^n^, 
one  of  the  surgeons  to  that  Institution,  with  whose  permission^l 
insert  the  history  of  the  case. 

Case  v.— "  Maegaret  Oliver,  setat  29.  June  20th  isn 
About  the  middle  of  the  left  leg,  over  the  gastrocnemius  extemu^ 
r     '  OTisU  moveable  tumour^  about  the  sisse  and  shap; 
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of  a  ^den  pea  flattened,  and  of  a  firm  eonsistmee.  It  is  sitn* 
ated  immediately  below  the  int^uments,  which  are  not  in  thd 
least  discoloured.  She  describes  the  pain  as  shooting  from  the 
part  to  the  knee  and  opwards,  at  times  so  exquisite  that  she  can 
scarcdv  bear  It,  particularly  when  the  limb  is  cokJ,  and  has  re-' 
mained  for  some  time  at  rest ;  it  is  always  relieved  by  robbing 
the  parti  and  by  the  application  of  heat;  says,  that  atrring  the 
summer  months  she  scarcely  ever  feels  it,  and  her  walking  is  not 
in  the  least  impeded  by  it.  Her  general  health  has  been  rather 
indifferent  for  some  years  past,  which  she  ascribes  to  her  rest  in 
the  fore  part  of  the  night,  during  the  winter  months,  being  so 
frequently  interrupted  by  the  pain  of  the  limb.  When  she  nrst 
fell  it,  which  is  between  ten  and  twelve  years  ago,  the  knot  was 
about  the  size  of  a  pin's  head;  since  then  it  has  been  slowly  and 
gradually  increasing.  Knows  no  cause  for  the  complaint,  and  has 
used  no  remedies  except  fomenting  the  part  with  vinegar  about 
two  years  ago,  which  procured  no  relief. 

"  June  22. — ^The  tumour  was  removed  to-day,  which  on  exa- 
mination was  found  to  be  about  the  size  and  shape  of  a  garden- 
pea,  of  a  hard  uniform  texture,  and  resembling  cartilage.  Tlie 
part  was  dressed  with  strap  and  bandage. 

'*  June  24. — Last  night  the  straps  were  removed  on  account 
of  the  pain  they  occasioned.  The  edges  of  the  wound  had  be-' 
come  inflamed,  swelled,  and  matter  had  begun  to  be  secreted. 
An  emollient  poultice  was  applied. 

"  June  SO. — Had  for  two  days  sBght  febrile  symptoms,  which 
are  now  gone;  leg  is  looking  better;  inflammation  gone. 

"  July  2. — Dismissed  cured. " 

These  five  are  all  the  cases  in  which  I  have  had  ah  opportunity 
of  seeing  the  patient,  and  examining  the  diseased  part;  but  being 
anxious  to  give  as  full  and  accurate  an  account  as  possible  of  the 
symptoms  and  progress  of  this  singular  species  of  tubercle,  I  ap- 
plied to  my  medical  friends  for  information  on  the  subject;  and 
two  of  them,  ProfessofTliomson  and  Mr  Newbigging,  nave  been 
kind  enough  to  favour  me  with  a  very  distinct  account  of  the 
disease,  as  it  occurred  in  patients  who  had  come  under  their  care' 
in  private  practice.  Cases  VI.  and  VII.  were  drawn  up  for  me' 
by  Proiessor  Thomson,  and  Case  VIII.  by  Mr  Newbigging. 

Ca?e  VI. — "  Mrs  A.  a  lady  of  about  S3  y^ars  of  age,  consulted 
me  several  years  ago,  on  account  of  a  small  tubercle  under  the 
skin,  on  the  middle  and  outer  part  of  the  left  fore-arm.  It  was 
about  the  size  of  a  small  pea,  was  moveable,  and  in  general  with- 
out pain.  At  times,  however,  it  was  so  exquisitely  painful,  that 
she  said  she  was  unable  to  endure  it.  The  attacks  of  pain  came 
orrchiVfly  in  the  night*  tin^e,  and  deprived  her  often  of  he>'  slecg/ 
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The  pain  at  these  times  extended  dowjurards  Co  ttiefineen,  and 
upwards  to  the  shoulder.  I  advised  extirpation^  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done,  but  had  no  opportanity  of  afterwards  examioiDg 
the  structure  of  the  tuberde*  This*  bdjr  has  ever  since  coBtinih 
ed  free  from  psin. 

Case  VII. — •*  Mrs  C.  a  particular  friend  of  mine,  about  57 
;^ears  of  age,  ha^)  a  smaU  tubercle  about  the  size  of  a  cofl^beaD, 
situated  immediately  under,  and  now  attached  to,  the  sb'n  on  the 
inside  of  the  calf  of  the  right  leg.  This  tnbercle  is  in  general 
without  pain,  though  at  times  it  becomes  exquisitely  painfol.  It 
b^an  about  ten  years  ago,  soon  after  she  happened  by  a  vi4>leDt 
efrort  to  rupture  some  of  the  fibres  of  the  gastrocnemius  muscfe 
of  the  leg,  near  to  the  place  where  it  is  situated.  This  lady  alwap 
feels  pain  in  the  tubercle  ft>r  some  time  before  and  after  change* 
of  weather  take  place,  whether  these  changes  be  from  heat  tocoki^ 
or  from  cold  to  heat.  During  the  periods  of  pain^  which  ofteo 
last  for  s6me  days,  the  shin  surrounding  the  tubercle  becomei 
'exquisitely  sensible  to  a  con>iderable  distance  from  it^  the  vein^ 
of  the  leg  swell,  and  the  tubercle  itself  has  a  slight  blush  of  red. 
I  have  repeatedly  advised  extirpation,  bat  have  not  been  abk  to 
prevail  on  her  to  submit  to  it*" 

Case  VI 1 1.-^"  A  married  lady,  about  40  years  of  age^  had  a 
small  moveable  tumour  about  the  sixe  of  a  garden-pea,  upon  the 
outside  of  the  right  arm,  a  little  above  the  elbow,  seated  immedi- 
ately below  the  skin.  tShe  complained  of  frequent  attacks  of  se- 
vere pain  in  the  tumour,  shooting  to  the  points  of  the  fingers,  and 
to  the,shonMers.  The  duration  of  these  attacks  varied  much, 
but  they  seldom  lasted  for  a  shorter  time  than  three  or  four  bours^ 
and  sometimes  the  pain  was  little  absent  for  severai  diiys  together. 
The  intervals  between  the  paroxysms  also  varied  much,  being 
sometimes  a  week  or  ten  days,  and  at  oUiers  not  more  than  2^ 
hours.  She  remarked  that,  although  the  bkin  was  of  ita  natural 
appearance,  and  not  at  all  elevated  during  the  tnicrvab  <^^  easff 

Jet  it  assumed  a  blue  or  purplish  colour,  and  was  visibly  ekvated 
y  the  tumour  during  Mej&  of  pain.  She  was  not  aware  of  an? 
cause  which  excited  the  paroxysm  ^  but  during  its  presence  the  suf- 
fering was  much  increased  by  the  tumour  being  touched.  Her 
attention  was  first  drawn  to  the  existence  of  the  tumour^  ten  year* 
ago,  by  the  pain,-  which  then  x«sembled  the  sensation  as  if  the 
part  had  been  pricks  by  a  needle,  llie  paroxysms  were  at  that 
time  slight  and  rare;  but  in  a  short  time  they  became  morese- 
▼ere,  and  occurred  nearly  in  the  same  degree  for  the  last  six  or 
eight  years.  She  remarked  no  change  on  the  sixe  of  the  tumour 
from  the  time  she  first  observed  it,  tUI  it  was  cut  ouCaboutavear 
ago.  The  wound  healed  readily,  and  ahehas  not  had  the  slight- 
est uiieaii|MS9  ainGe  the  operstiosu  ^ 
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'  It  will  be  remarked)  that  in  all  these  eight  cases,  this  disease 
occurred  in  females.  In  addition  to  ihem,  however,  I  have  to 
mention,  that  my  friend  Mr  Gillespie  informs  me,  that  several 
jears  ago  he  had  an  old  man  under  his  care,  in  Gillespie's  Hos* 
pital,  who  had  a  small  tumour  under  the  skin  of  one  of  his  cheeks^ 
rather  larger  than  a  coffee-bean ;  that  he  remembers  hi^  occa« 
fiionallv  complaining  of  very  severe  pain  in  it,  which  extended 
towards  the  eye  and  ear;  that  the  pain  sometimes  left  him  entire* 
lyforsevqfal  weeks,  after  which  it  would  return  in  severe  attacks, 
lasting  wiih  little  intermission  for  several  days.  This  man  ima- 
gined the  tumour  to  be  enlarged  during  the  continuance  of  the 
pain.  These  are  all  the  particulars  of  his  compHint  which  I  have 
been  able  to  procure,  as  Mr  GKllespie  hail  not  kept  any  notes  of 
it.  I  think,  however,  from  this  account,  there  can  be  little  doubt 
that  it  was  of  the  same  nature  with  the  disease  which  I  have  just 
described,  and  which,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  I  have  deno* 
minated  Pidrifid  Subcutaneous  Tubercle. 


VII. 

Are  tho9e  Diseases  attributed  to  Mercurial  Action  on  tke  System  of 
the  Human  Body^  peculiarly  and  exclusively  generated  by  it  ? 
By  Colin  Chisuolm,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  of  Bristol  and 
Clifton. 

"  PnTJudidis  fjibis  mant  lib«im,  ftciUm,  felidiisque  progrediAtur  in  acquiren- 
dft  ▼era  madlciuA  notitia.  Srhntn, 

T  V  endeairoariiig  to  aeeonnt  for  the  eflScacy  of  mercury  in  those 

^  diseases  of  the  human  body  to  which  it  is^fouad  applicable,  it 

muse  always  be  had  in  view,  that  its  mode  of  action  dififers  accord-^ 

ing  to  the  nature  of  the  disease,  as  well  as  the  constitutional  idio* 

syncrasy  of  the  body  labouring  under  it.     Those  animal  speci* 

fie  poisons  which  produce  disease  by  their  power  of  assimilation 

as  syphiKtic  virus,  experience  in  mercury  an  antidotal  quality  i 

or  a  quality,  which,  by  accumulation  and  dtecomposition,  destroya 

the  disease  which  the  poison  has  produced  by  assimilation.   This 

receiTca  proof  from  the  well-established  fact,  that  the  virus  of 

sypbilia  can  be  destroyed  only  by  the  gradual  introduction  of  a 

large  quantity  of  mercury.     The  melancholyefiects  of  this  virus 

most  .certainly  have  proceeded  from  this  principle  having  been 

imperfiectlly,  or  very  little  understood.    Those  diseases  whose  basis 

or  proximate  cauae  is  inflammation,* are  acted  on  by  mercury 

very  diffinmitiy*     Often  a  small  quantity  proves  sufficient,  pro- 

Tiding  tlie  salivary  glands  are  affected  by  it ;  and  it  is  a  curious 

fiurt,  tfaat^  as  is  toe  intenseneas  of  the  inflammatory  diathcsi%  so 

t2 
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18  the  quantity  of  mercury  necessary  to  subdue  it.  It  is,  however, 
in  .an  inverse  ratio.  Thus  pneumonic,  hepatic,  splenic,  nephri- 
tic, ophthalmic,  vesical,  lumbar,  tracheal,  arthritic,  and  even  ute- 
rine inflammations,  generally  yield  to  a  small  quantity  of  mercu- 
Ty^  if  judiciously  combined  with  depletory  means,  (bleedinff  and 
purging).  Thus  synochus,  and  all  the  tribe  of  remittents  and  in- 
termittents,  more  certainly  if  symptomatic,  which  they  general- 
ly are,  of  organic  inflammation,  yield  in  the  same  manner,  wiih  less 
employment  of  depletory  means,  more  especially  bleeding.  Thns 
too  typhus  and  pestilential  fevers  in  general,  including  plague  it- 
self, are  subdued  by  this  medicine  more  freely  admin istered,  but 
without  depletory  means,  except  such  as  keep  the  bowels  in  a 
^ufliciently  soluble  state,  and  lessen  determination  of  blood  to 
the  brain,  at  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  *     In  all  these, 

*  I  do  not  here  notice  the  powerful  remedy,  afTusion  of  cold  wa- 
ter, and  chiefly  because  its  curative  effect  in  fevers,  symptomatic  of 
congestion  or  local  inflammation,  has  not  been  sufficiently  ascertain- 
ed. The  authority  of  my  late  highly  respected  friend,  Dr  Currte, 
would  be  amply  sufficient,  were  it  necessary  to  have  recourse  to  it  in 
a  discussion  which  relates  only  to  the  action  of  mercury  in  the  dis- 
eases mentioned.  A  large  discharge  of  blood  at  the  very  onset  of 
tvphus,  has,  in  the  hands  of  some  ingenious  and  judiciously  bold  prac- 
titfoners,  arrested  the  disease  at  once :  and  no  doubt  by  instantly  ob- 
viating the  effect  of  determination  of  blood  to  the  brain.  Dr  Felix, 
Medical  Super  in  tendant  of  the  dep6t  of  French  prisoners  at  Staple- 
ton,  in  this  neighbourhood,  most  happily  put  this  to  the  test  of  expe- 
rfence  in  the  year  1809.  During  this  year,  a  fever  of  the  typhoid 
character,  appeared  very  extensively  among  the  prisoners.  The  prin- 
cipal remedy  employed  by  this  skilful  and  accurate  observer,  was  de- 
pletion, by  openfr»g  tile  temporal  artery,  and  abstracting  a  large  quan- 
tity of  blood*  This  he  assured  me  removed  the  disease,  often  with- 
out any  other  remedy  of  importance,  at  the  end  of  24  hours,  if  ad- 
opted immediately  at  the  accession  of  the  63rmptoms.  He  observ- 
ed, howQirer,  that  from  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  situation 
of  the  prisoners,  there  was  more  inflammatory  diathesis  at  the  com- 
mencement  of  this  fever,  than  usually  occurs.  Tlie  circurostar.cw 
alluded  to,  rendered  ihe  situation  of  the  prisoners  necessarily  crowded, 
and  generated  in  their  rooms,  during  the  night,  when  all  were  shut  up, 
a  degree  of  heat  fully  equal  to  100*;  which,  in  the  morning,  on  open- 
ing the  doors  and  windows,  was  suddenly  followed  by  a  considerable 
degree  of  cold :  Want  of  sufficient  ventilation,  joined  to  thn  cause, 
gave  rise  to  typhus,  with  organic,  chiefly  cerebral,  congestfon. 

It  may  seem  extraordinary,  that  arthritic  inflammations  are  here 
classed  among  those  on  which  nrercurial  action  has  curative  effecu 
But  it  is  nevertheless  most  true,  when  these  inflammations  atUck  par- 
ticular organs,  the  liver  and  kidneys  more  especially,  merci»ial  ptyal- 
hm  most  effectually  removes  them,  and  restores  the  patient  to  a  atateoC 
general  health,  inf^utely  superior  to  what  be  had  enjoyed  bcfgrel   0». 
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the  action  of  mercury  seems  to  be  confined  to  the  gland  alar  and 
lymphatic  system  ;  when  obstruction  is  removedi  the  inflamma. 

ly  three  cases  of  this  kind  have  occurred  to  me  since  I  began  practice 
here ;  but  they  have  been  of  a  decisive  nature.  In  one  of  these,  the 
eau  medicinaie  d'Husson  incautiously,  or  too  long  used,  was  tlie  irame« 
diate  cause  of  arthritic  hepatitis  and  nephritis  in  the  same  patient,  and  I 
firmly  believe  iheevent  would  havebeen  fatal  but  forthemercurinlaction. 
I  was  long  inclined  to  believe,  that  all  the  forms  of  hysteria  depend* 
cd  on  a  local  cause,  and  that  therefore  tlieir  cure  might  be  effected 
by  mercury  carried  to  ptyalism.  During  the  three  last  years,  more 
especially,  I  have  had  several  proofs  of  this ;  for  although,  in  most  of 
the  cases  of  this  disease  in  which  I  have  employed  mercury,  there 
were  obscure  symptoms  of  hepatitis,  which  indeed  at  first  led  me  to 
the  practice,  yet  those  of  hysteria  vrere  the  most  prominent  and  the 
most  permanent.  A  still  closer  attention  to  the  ptienomena  of  this 
disease,  convinced  me,  that  the  principal  local  cause  was  cerebral 
compression,  the  consequence  of  morbid  determination  of  blood  to 
the  headi  This,  however,  as  to  the  effect  of  mercury,  only  served 
to  confirm  the  opmion  my  preceding  observatioa  had  suggested.  I 
am  also  inclined  to  believe,  that  tonics  used  with  caution  in  cases  of 
hysteria,  are  powerful  aids  to  mercury.  There  are  certain  circum-* 
stances  of  the  animal  economy,  suFering  under  local  disease,  which 
prevent  or  retard  the  action  of  mercury  in  stimulating  the  absorb* 
ents;  and  unless  these  are  counteracted  by  suitable  tonics,  mercury 
will  not  exhibit  its  usual  sanative  effect.  The  circumstances  I  allude 
to,  are  more  especially  nervous  excitement,  and  vascular  as  well  as 
muscular  debility,  both  proceeding  from  the  nature  of  the  disease, 
hysteria.  This  state  is  the  atonic  of  Sauvages,  Tom.  II.  p.  695,  so 
well  described  thus. — "  Laxitas  seu  atonia  partium  procedit  a  ra'norl 
fibrillarum  eas  componentium  cohssione  ;  sive  fluidum  ipsis  spvcificp 
ievius  ipsis  interpositum  sit,  unde  tollitur  proximitas  ad  coha;sionem 
necessaria,  cum  vis  cohaesionis  cubo  proximitatis  respondeat,  Iiine 
laxitas  corporis  humani  nimio  calore  resoluti ;  sive  appressio  mutua 
fibrillanim  deficiat  ob  vasorum  inanitionem  sive  fluidi  ipsas  distensuri 
defectum.  Sic  intelligimns  ab  alvi-fluxibus,  sanguifluxibus,  abstinen- 
tia  laxari  et  debilitari  vasa,  turn  totum  corpus :  verum  sunt  alise  !axi- 
tatis  causae  ad  debilitatem  referendse,  impetus  i^uidi  nctwei  et  sangui* 
Tiis  est  causa  csnales  distendens;  quippe  fluidum  duplo  velocius  vas 
flexibile  trajiciens  quadruple  fortius  in  ejus  parietes  agit,  ergo  iner- 
tia, languor,  tarditas  fluidi  nervei  ncrvis,  tarditas  sanguinis  sangui- 
feris  vasis  aloniam  et  debilitatem  conciliat. "  There  are  some  gene- 
ral anomalous  states,  tl)e  prominent  features  of  which  are,  violent  ac« 
tion  of  the  arterial  coats,  and  equally  violent  and  sudden  nervous  ex- 
citements, all  proceeding  from  very  inadequate  causes,  which  find  a 
ready  and  easy  solution  in  the  principle  stated  by  Sauvages,  and  which 
1  am  convinced  might  be  obviated  by  the  adoption  of  the  treatment 
1  have  here  proposed.  It  was  on  this  principle  I  lately  recommend- 
ed a  mercurial  course,  with  nutritious  diet  of  animal  food,  to  an  e- 
minent  pliysician  in  this  vicimty,  suffering  for  a  considerable  time  bn«* 
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tory  iBtate,  -whether  local  or  general,  thence  rcsuUti^,  i^  obviated 
Thus  then  in  6}'phili8|  the  conversion  of  the  animal  fluids  v*  tb? 
pecuh'ar  nature  of  its  vims  constituting  the  di^nse,  the  cocd- 
teraction  of  this  by  an  antidotal  power  possessed  by  xnercurTv  i^ 
effected  when  a  sufficient  accumulation  of  that  power  is  obtained. 
But  in  topical  and  orp^anic  inflammation,  and  fevers  symptoma- 
tic of  them,  and  of  glf^ndular  congestion,  mercurj*  acts  not  by 
an  antidotal,  but  by  a  stimulating  powder  of  a  peculiar  kind«  rtn- 
dering  the  glands  and  lymphatics  permeable,  and  capable  of  pr- 
forming  their  respective  functions.     Nor  does  scrofula,  evident- 
ly  a  glandular  disease,  constitute  any  objection  to  this  theory  of 
tne  action  of  mercury ;  for  scrofula  does  not  proceed  fixim  con- 
gestion, but  from  weak  action  of  the  glandular  system  ;  that  i>y 
the  inflammations  consequent  upon  glandular  congestion,  pro* 
ceed  from  an  accumulation  of  fluid  in  the  glands,  or  an  iufiurc- 
iion,  generally  the  result  of  violence  and  irregular  acceleratioB  of 
the  propelling  power.    Scrofula,  on  the  contrary,  dependb  not  <ai 
obstruction  from  accelerated  motion,  but  from  diminished  mo- 
tion and  energy.     In  the  one,  the  cause  seems  to  be  tuniohuoiis 
propulsion  ;  in  the  other,  unequal  or  interrupted  retardation.    It 
is  aiflicult  to  form  a  lively  conception  of  the  two  modes  of  ac^ 
lion.    The  fii'St,  in  short,  may  be  likened  to  a  swollen  flood,  dash- 
ing with  ii!most  overwhelming  violence  against  the  flood  gate 
placed  to  restrain  it;  mercury,  conjoined  with  depletor}' means,  to 
the  mechanist  who  skilfully  restrains,  and  finally  subdues  it^  by 
opening  an  aperture,  ptyalism,  calculated  for  the  gradual  trans- 
mission of  it.     The  second,  is  a  sullen  stagnant  pool,  which  in- 
fects the  vicinity  by  its  poisot}ous  exhalations  j  if  permitted  to 
stand,  depositing  filth  slowly  convertible  into  useful  soil ;  or  if 
drained,  transmitting  a  turbid  oCensive  stream.    The  tonic  treat- 
ment, widi  the  occasional  aid  of  mercurial  stimulus,  alone  appli- 
cable to  the  disease,  may  be  figured  by  the  plantations  of  succu- 
lent plants,  skilful  drainage,  and  Oiling  up  where  drainage  may 

der  the  state  abuve  described  ;  and  should  this  paper  meet  his  eye.  lie 
will,  I  doubt  not,  recognize  the  validity  of  the  ground  on  which  1 
founded  my  opinion  anct  advice. 

Willi  respect  to  the  efficacy  of  mercurj'  in  synochus,  for  many 
year?,  since  1788.  I  have  constantly  and  unitbrmiy  experienced  what 
J  may,  without  a  hyperbole,  call  its  infallibility.  In  the  No.  of  the 
Ne%v  Medical  and  Physical  Journal  of  London,  for  September  18JI, 
p.  390,  there  is  a  case  of  synochus  stated  very  ciTCumstantially,  and 
i;rhich  terminated  fatally,  the  treatment  of  which  is  most  lamentably 
deficient  and  inert,  and  I  firmly  believe  productive  of  the  fatal  event. 
In  this  view,  it  is,  however,  highly  instructive.  In  every  protracted 
case  of  this  kind,  local  or  organic  derangement  should  be  nought  for, 
and  considered  as  the  idiopathic  disease ;  and  the  judicious  adoptioa 
of  a  mercurial  course  will  prove  certainly  curative. 
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be  impmcticBUe,  employed  (bir  the  destruction  of  soch  noxiout 
roOectiont.  I  am  imprehensive,  that  no  adequate  idea  of  Bcro* 
fttia  can  be  formed  trom  the  nsual  theories  of  its  formation  and 
existence;  nor  do  I  presume  to  hope  I  shall  have  more  success-: 
but,  f  Mieve,  analc^es  drawn  from  familiar  objects,  may  assist 
in  conveying  to  the  mind  a  less  complicated  conception  of  its  na^ 
tnre  and  character  than  any  other  mode.  Dr  Morton,  probably 
the  best-informed  writer  on  the  sobgect,  ascribes  scrofula  to  a 
certain  acrimony  in  the  blood ;  a  cause  indeiflnite  certainly,  and 
perhaps  a  mode  of  speaking  without  meaning.  To  say,  however, 
that  this  disca<«  proceeds  from  weak  gt^ndufer  action,  seems  also 
an  objectionable  mode  of  accounting  for  it ;  for  weak  glandular 
action  may  more  properly  be  consioered  the  effect  of  some  pr^ 
existing  cause,  than  a  cause  itself,  llie  only  way  the  difficulty 
can  be  removed,  I  apprehend,  is  to  consider  certain  bodies  pos* 
sessed  of  a  less  perfect  glandular  construction  than  others,  and 
that,  in  the  former,  the  secretory  and  excretory  processes  are  less 
re^larly  and  less  perfecriy  carried  on  than  in  the  latter.  This 
phyrical  malconformation  may  be  the  scro&lous  diathesis  of 
Morton  and  other  phybicians ;  a  diathesis  which,  therefore,  may 
exist  without  the  prc^^xistenceof  acrimony, — in  the  habit  at  least. 
Under  this  view  of  the  scrofulous  diathesis,  the  diaracter  of  the 
disease  drawn  by  Morton  is  intelligi^ile,  and  enables  his  reader  to 
form  a  very  precise  and  adequate  conception  of  the  manner  in 
wineh  scrofulous  affections  nre  produced.  ^^  In  f^crophiilosa  enim 
diathesi  sanguis  oh pratetnaiwalem  acrimoniam  jam  iavqiiain  coa*^ 
giilatns  atone  adeo  novum  chyhim  non  potens  perfecte  sibi  et  par- 
tibus  ftoiidis  adunire,  solet  eum  in  circulationc  copiosius  quam 
par  est  deponere  in  partes  glandulosas ;  ubi  vascula  non  proce* 
dunt  reeds  Kneis,  ut  in  muscuHs,  verum  ^piratim  $  quo  fit  nt 
san«ruii  majorem  remoram,  et  stagnationcm  in  his  qaam  in  cav 
tcris  partilnis  efficeri  soleat,  atque  adco  secrctionem  succi  nutrttit 
nmgis  oopiosam ;  quo  fit  quod  istse  partes  plusquam  casterse  in* 
tameecere  et  durescere  flPtsB  simt  j^artac. "  (li.  Mortoni  Opera 
Med.  Arostelod.  1696,  Tom.  I.  p.  110,  11/5).  The  acrimony  of 
Morton  is  the  occasional  or  extrinsic  cause ;  malconformatlon 
the  predisponent  or  internal,  the  partes  aptas  nata?.  * 

If  the  theory,  thus  shortly  and  imperfectly  stated,  be  admitted, 
it  win  follow,  that  the  action  of  mercury  on  the  human  system^ 

f  **  Hippocntet  wems  to  have  entertained  pretty  much  the  lame  theory  of  tcrom 
fiila,— quum  vero  proprio  morbo  sgrotant  (glaiidula*)  (nam  paniro  ctiam  cum  reli- 
^'jo  corpore  &*srotant),  morbi  tubcrcula  fiunt,  et  stnimas  xoipaJif  resuluint,  et  fcbrig 
<orptifi  occvpat.  PerpetiuDtur  autem  ha*c  ubi  humidita&e  repletie  fuerint  ex  reliqno 
eorporc  in  ipaas  influenle.  Influit  autem  ei  reh'quo  corpore  per  vena^  quie  per  ip- 
•OS  extents  sunt  multa  et  cars,  ut  humor  qucmcuuquc  taiidem  traxeriat  facile  in 
ilMs  se^ualur. "— Pe  Glandulis,  C.  U 
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pust  deviate  from  that  which  is  peculiar  to  it,  according  to  the 
idiosyncrasy  of  that  system.  \i  predisposition  to  scrofula,  for 
instance,  snould  exist  whilst  the  virus  of  syphilis  is  eacertiog  its 
assimilating  power  in  the  body,  the  indolence  of  the  glandular 
and  lymphatic  system,  constiluting  the  essence  of  that  disease, 
will  be  more  or  Jess  obviated,  in  the  ratio  of  the  (Quantity  receiv- 
ed, by  the  stimulus  of  the  mercury  administered  tor  the  counter^ 
fiction  of  the  syphilitic  virus ;  and  a  new  train  of  symptoms  roust 
pecessarily  be  brought  forward,  whilst  Uiose  of  the  superad<le4 
virus  may  be  suspended.  But  this  is  by  no  means  con6ned  ta 
mercury; — any  other  irritant  may  give  rise  to  the  same  phenomer 
^a.  All  the  animal  specific  poisons,  the  poison  of  fish,  (see 
X-etter  to  Dr  Haygarth,  p.  109,  and  Edin.  Med.  and  Surg.  Jour-r 
nal,  Vol.  IV.  p.  395,  &c/),  and  many  mineral  and  vegetoble  sub- 
stances, such  as  antimony,  opium,  camphor,  S^c. 

These,  and  other  speculations  on  this  subject,  have  been  sugr 
jested  by  a  comparison  of  tlie  eruptive  diseases,  supposed  to  be 
the  peculiar  offspring  of  mercury,  with  others  of  precisely  siniiT 
lar  appearances,  proceeding  from  other  causes  i  and  as  it  may  be 
useful  to  enable  the  reader  to  make  this  comparison  himself,  I 
^^hall  make  no  scruple  to  lay  before  him  those  featiires  of  disease 
which  exhibit  this  similarity  of  character. 

yhe  most  important,  perhaps,  i#  the  kind  of  ulcer  said  to  be 

Peculiar  to  mercury,  and  thence  emphatically  called  by  Mr 
f  athias,  ^Vmercurial  disease. "  This  gentleman  has  favoured  the 
public  with  a  yaJiiable  and  interesting  delfneation  of  the  features 
pf  this  disease.  He  op^ns  very  important  views  of  the  subject, 
and  certainly  has  led  the  way  to  higjily  beneficial  iipproyement  in 
jhe  treatment  of  syphilis.  It  is  not  a  little  singular,  that,  although 
the  *^  mercurial  disease  "  must  have  ejiisted  at  all  times  since  tbc 
free  admission  of  mercury  into  medical  practice,  yet  the  ravages 
pccasioned.by  tlie  imprudent  administration  have  been,  almost 
pniformly,  till  of  late,  attributed  to  the  disease  it  was  intended 
to  cure.  Tonics  have  been,  indeed,  combined  with  mercurj  in 
the. treatment  pf  obstinate  and  eroding  venereal  ulcers j  depleto- 
ry means  haye  also  been  recurred  to  in  such  cases  j  but  both  with 
intentions  nof  at  all  ponnected  with  mercurial  irritation.  In  fact, 
we  have  been  directed  to  a  just  view  of  the  causes  of  these  ulcers 
within  a  few  years  only ;  and  Mr  Mathia^  has,  I  believe,  tb# 
principal  merit  of  making  us  more  intimately  acquainted  with  the 
subject.  That  such  ulcerations  as  those  describod  by  Mr  Ma- 
thias,  however,  are.the  exclusive  product  of  the  irritation  of  mcr- 
pury,  I  am  much  inclined  to  doubt  j  but  let  the  reader  judce for 
Jiimself.  '     ® 

Mr  Mathias  thiis  djsscribes  the  mercurial  ulcer.    "  The  merr 
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curial  lilcer  is  commonly  attended  with  niore  pain  than  the  ve* 
ncreal ;  it  is  never  fungous  as  the  cancerous  is,  nor  has  it  the  in- 
dolence of  the  scrofulous,  nor  the  putrid  tendency  of  the  scorbu* 
tic  ulcer.     It  will  often  heal,  and,  aiter  a  time,  brcnk  out  afresh 
in  the  neighbouring  parts  $  and  thus  it  will  continue  to  do  for 
many  months,  particularly  in  throat-cases.     Sometimes  the  mer- 
curial ulcer  is  in  a  state  of  irritability  $  spread  in^r,  with  much 
pain,  in  an  irr^^lar  and  ja^rcred  form,  in  all  directions,  upon  the 
6urfaceof  the  cutis,  discharging  a  thin  ichorous  humour.     Some 
parts  of  the  wound,  however,  will  appear  to  be  healing,  others 
will  be  absolutely  skinned  over»  and  this  in  the  very  centre  of 
the  ulceration ;  while  in  other  places,  a  very  angry  phagcdaenic 
ulceration  is  gcxng  on,  and  a  considerable  degree  of  common  in- 
flammation attends  the  whole  wound.     Where  the  ulceration  is 
making  a  pf^ress,  the  edges  of  the  wound  look  sharp,  and  as 
if  they  had  been  divided  by  a  knife.     It  sometimes  happens,  that 
the  mercurial  uker  is  first  produced  by  a  sudden  and  consider- 
able sloughing  in  the  part.     One  of  the  striking  characteristics 
of  the  nnercurial  ulcer  is,  to  heal,  and  break  out  again  from  time 
to  time ;  to  heal  in  one  part,  and  grow  bad  in  another.     This  is 
neither  common  to  the  venereal,  nor  to  the  cancerous  virus,  whose 
ulcerations  occupy  the  part  affected,  and  spread  from  thence  as 
from  a  centre. "    (Inquiry,  p.  59.)     This  description  almost  pre- 
cisely corresponds  with  the  phenomena  of  an  ulceration  of  a  sin- 
gular nature  in  the  West  Indies.     This  will  appear  by  a  compa- 
rison of  them.     The  only  apparent  difference  is  in  the  situation 
of  these  ulcerations,  and  in  the  occasional  cause,  which  in  the 
West  Indies  is  never  mercury.     I  extract  the  followirg  account 
of  it  from  my  journal,  kept  in  the  island  of  Grenada,  for  the 
year  1790.-^"  1  do  not  here  speak  of  the  superficial  circular 
congeries  of  small  ulcers,  discharging  a  corrosive  limpid  humour, 
all  the  species  of  which  are  included  under  the  generic  name« 
herpes;  but  an  ulcer  of  a  particular  kind,  which  is  perhaps 
prculiar  to  warm  climates,  and  with  which  negroes,  more  espe- 
cially those  lately  imported  from  the  coast  of  Guinea,  are  more 
afflicted  than  the  white  inhabitants.     This  ulcer  generally  makes 
its  first  appearance,  either  in  the  form  of  a  pimple,  or  a  small 
vesiclet  which,  bursting,  discharges  a  sanious  matter  or  a  limpid 
fluid,  evidently  possessed  of  a  very  irritating  and  corrosive  qua** 
lity,   which  shows  itself  by  an  Intolerable  itching,  and  a  very 
speedy  enlargement  of  morbid  surface.     Sometimes  this  ulcer 
originates  from  the  irritation  and  pricking  of  external  f>ubptanccs, 
Kliich  the  negroes  are  exposed  to  in  the  course  of  their  field- 
work,  such  as  the  lanugo  of  the  sugar-cane,  the  spines  of  various 
^  lid  plants,  sharp  stones,  &c.     But,  I  iiuagine  these  can  only 
jt>e  called  exciting  or  occasional^  although  b^  the  planters  they 
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«re  considered  the  principd  remote  causes.     Whatever  the  cause 
may  be,  the  ef&ct  is  tiie  same,  and  ahMrays  very  surprising ;  far 
in  the  short  space  of  eight-and- forty  hour;:,  an  ulcerated  sur&cv 
vi'iVL  be  formed  of  more  than  two  inches  in  diameter.     In  the 
progress  of  this  ulceration,  some  appearances  take  place  which 
indicate  an  herpetic  character ;  these  are  chiefly  the  corrodincr 
nature  of  tlic  discharge,  sometimes  its  colour  and  consistence,  the 
creeping  manner  in  which  the  ulcer  spreads  itself,  and  its  leaving 
fiistinct  portions  of  the  natural  colour  apparently  unhart: — thus, 
frequently,  within  the  general  compass  of  the  ulceration,  insu- 
lated portions  of  sound  skin  may  be  perceived,  and  which  may 
continue  so  during  the  existence  of  the  disease.     From  the  xerj 
commencement  of  the  disease,  the  portion  of  the  limb  near  and 
around  the  ulcer  becomes  tumid,  and  as  the  former  advances, 
the  latter  enlarges ;  so  that  when  the  ulceration  luis  gained  a  sur* 
face  of  six  inches  by  three,  that  part  of  the  leg  will  hare  increas- 
ed fully  three  incl)es  in  its  circumference.     It  is  peculiar  to  this 
disease,  that  if  its  duration  shouJd  be  long,  the  limb  nerer  \o^€% 
the  dimension  it  has  acquired,  the  swelling  consolidating  and 
becoming  permanent.     The  ulceration  is  seldom  deep;   but  I 
have  knovn  instances  of  its  penetrating  to  the  bone,  occasioning 
a  caries,  and  at  length  such  a  morbid  state  of  the  limb  as  to  ren- 
der amputation  necessar}'.     It  frequently  happens,  but  from  what 
cause  I  know  not,  that  the  whole,  or  by  far  the  greatest  part  of 
the  ulcerated  surface,  fills  up  and  cicatrizes  in  k  surprizingly  short 
time.     This  is,  however,  mere  fallacy,  for  in  the  course  of  one 
night,  the  whole  of  the  surface,  thus  seemingly  whole,  will  be 
corroded  in  the  same  manner  as  at  first,  and  an  uker  larger  than 
the  former,  and  of  a  more  unfavourable  aspect,  will  be  formed. 
In  proportion  to  the  repetiiion  of  these  attacks,  as  well  as  the 
duration  of  each,  is  the  enlargement  of  the  limb ;  so  that  limbs 
of  an  enormous  size,  from  this  cause,  are  not  unfrequently  seen, 
which,  except  the  ulceration  in  which  they  have  originated,  hare 
all  the  appearance  of  the  Barbadoes  or  glandular  disease  of  Dr 
Hcndy. "     Now,  as  mercury  could  have  no  share  id  the  produc* 
tion  of  it,  this  ulceration  must  have  had  a  different  source  $  al- 
though its  nature  may  probably  he  the  same  as  the  mercurial — 
that  is,  a  htent  constitutional  disease  brought  into  action  by  an 
irritant.     The  affinity  of  thb  ulceration  to  Elcobis  herpettca, 
(Sauvflges,  Tom.  IL  610.),  is  evident  indeed ;  but  there  are  se- 
veral discriminating  features  w^ich  manifest  their  watit  of  identity. 
Thus,  the  surface  of  the  ulcer  before  us  is  always,  whether  su- 
perficial or  penetrating,  of  a  bright  red  colour,  and  always  with- 
out any  collection  of  matter  of  any  description.    Thus,  too,  when 
die  ulceration  extends  itself,  no  sloughing  of  morbid  portioni 
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lias  lieen  observed,  notwithstanding  the  surprising  mftnncr  lA 
"which  the  extension  takes  place;  thus  the  sound  and  the  ulcer- 
ated sorfiice  either  imperceptibly  unite,  or  the  eflges  of  the  fof^ 
mer  look  sharp  and  florid,  and,  as  in  the  '*  mercurial  ulcer,  *'  seem 
divided  by  a  loiife,  and  this,  whether  the  ulceration  extends  or 
contracts,  which  it  will  do  in  a  very  astonishing  and  rapid  man- 
ner. With  the  herpes  serpigo,  a  very  common,  obstinate,  and 
often  distressing  disease  within  the  tropica;,  and  all  the  other 
^)ecies  of  herpes,  it  has  no  other  affinity  biit  its  divergent  and 
creeping  quaKty :  in  every  other  respect  it  difTers  from  them. 
In  short  there  is  an  identity  on^  between  it  and  the  mercurial 
ulcer  $  and  yet  we  can  account  for  this  in  no  other  way,  that  I 
am  aware  of,  than  by  supposing,  as  I  have  already  observed,  a 
latent  constitutional  disease,  which  in  both  cases  is  brought  to 
light  by  irritation. 

The  nature  of  speculative  pathology  is  too  inconclusive,  to 
found  any  induction  of  causes  of  this  identity  on ;  for  those  very 
causes  must  themselves  be  necessarily  conjectural.  I  therefore 
fisrbear  to  propose  those  which  a  long  residence  in,  and  a  close 
observation  of  the  effects  of  the  tropical  climate,  have  suggested 
to  my  mind.  It  will  fulfil  the  objects  of  medical  science  better^. 
perhaps,  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  facts,  that  the  same  phenome*. 
na  may  be  produced  by  apparently  different  agents;  that  is,  that 
diiler^it  irritants  stimulating  the  glandulnr  system  of  the  human 
body,  probably  in  a  manner  precisely  similar,  that  system  suflers 
conformably,  as  appears  bv  the  eOect  being  alike :  and  that  it 
seems  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  those  irritants  could  not  pro- 
duce such  eflfect,  and  such  phenomena,  had  there  not  been  a  pre- 
existent  disease  in  the  system,  whose  seminia  have  been  thus  ex* 
cited  into  a  state  of  activity  by  their  stimulus.  It  is  on  this 
principle  alone,  I  presume,. that  the  '^  mercurial  disease  "  canre^ 
ceive  the  designation  of  specific.  (Matliias,  p.  40,  72,  19^),  It 
is  an  irritant,  exciting  the  peculiar  action  of  a  specific  latent  dis- 
ease. One  of  the  most  acute  observers  of  tlie  phenomena  of 
disease,  has  applied  this  remark  to  scrofula.  He  tells  us,  the 
disease  may  exist  in  a  latent  state  in  the  system,  **  a  pueritia 
usque  ad  senectam  aetatem, "  and  yet,  the  person  live  with  com* 
fort,  if  nothing  occurs  to  render  it  active ;  but  let  the  slight- 
est cold,  (a  minimo  pcrcepto  frigore),  and  indeed,  scrofulous 
habits  ar^  particulurly  susceptible  of  it,  (cui  ctiam  propter  cneteros 
obnoxii  sunt),  for  instance,  be  applied,  and  instantly  all  its  fea^ 
turcs  become  obvious ;  fever  and  all  its  concomitants  are  pro* 
duced,  and  finally  terminate  in  incurable  phthisis.  In  such  a 
case,  cold  acts  precisely  as  mercury  does  in  the  mercurial  dis^, 
ea^Cf  or  perhaps  liypcro^ygenation,  in  the  ulcer  described  of 
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the  We5t  Indies.  The  same  judicious,  and  accurate  pbjrsiciaiit 
makes  another  most  important  observation,  which  is  amplj  jus- 
tified by  experience,  and  which  strengthens  the  proposition  I 
am  contending  for,  viz.  when  the  scrofulous  diathesis  has  been 
brought  to  light,  and  has  been  subdued  bj  suitable  treatment, 
then  the  subject  of  it  will  ever  after  enjoy  a  more  perfect  health 
than  at  any  preceding  period.  But  not  unfrequently  the  tu- 
mult, in  cnses  of  scrofulous  idiosyncrasy,  when  irritants  are  in- 
troduced Into  the  system  for  purposes  very  opposite,  is  most 
dreadfully  alarming.  There  is  no  doubt,  as  Morton  observes, 
the  scrofulous  diathesis  may  remain  latent  and  quiet  in  the 
system,  during  the  whole  lifetime  of  the  person  in  whom  it  ex- 
ists ;  but  let  it  be  roused  by  stimulation,  and  the  effects  may 
prove  fa^al.  Several  instances  of  this,  happily  with  curative  re- 
sult, liave  occurred  to  me  within  the  last  two  years,  of  which, 
however,  a^  detail  here  would  be  altogether  irrelevant.  It  may 
not  be  out  of  place,  to  observe,  that,  in  such  cases,  the  deter- 
mination of  blood  to  the  brain  is  the  most  prominent  and  most 
distressing  symptom,  and  that  saturation  of  the  system  with 
mercury  is  the  remedy  most  to  i3e  relied  on,  or  rather,  which 
alone  proved  effectual  in  restoring  the  balance  of  the  system. 
As  this  declaration  may  be  deemed  extraordinary,  and  as  such 
a  mode  of  curative  treatment  is  certainly  no  part  of  the  routine 
practice  in  such  cases,  I  may  take  leave  to  be  a  little  more  par- 
ticular. A  gentleman  thus  circumstanced,  that  is,  who  had 
laboured  under  a  ^rofulous  diathesis  all  his  life,  which  occa- 
sionally, during  many  years  residence  in  the  East  Indies,  show- 
ed itself  in  extremely  loathsome  eruptions,  but  wliich  gradually 
subsided,  by  leaving  nature  undii»turbed,  only  aided  by  the  cli- 
mate, perceived,  some  time  after  his  return  to  England,  the  pre> 
cursory  symptoma  of  an  attack  of  this  kind,  about  a  time  when 
he  was  on  the  eve  of  marriage.  Anxious  to  prevent  the  erup- 
tion of  the  disease,  he  employed  some  irritating  means,  the  par- 
ticular nature  of  which  I  am  not  acquainted  with.  The  erup- 
tion was  prevented,  but  a  train  of  symptoms  of  the  most  distress- 
ing and  melancholy  nature  immediately  ensued.  Determina- 
tion  ot  blood  to  the  brain  was  the  more  immediate  consequence; 
apoplexy  soon  followed,  which  not  terminating  fatally,  1^  fell 
into  a  slate  of  amentih,  or  imbecility  and  unconsciousness.  He 
slov/Iy  recovered  by  freedom  in  bleeding  and  purging,  and  mer- 
curial plyalism.  A  case  of  latent  scrofulous  diathesis,  in  which 
the  same  train  of  phenomena  was  excited  by  cold,  has  very  lately 
caccurrcd  to  me  in  a  }oung  woman  of  seventeen.  In  this,  super- 
add(  d  to,  and  alternating  with  amentia,  there  was  comphte  cata- 
\ii^^\,    Tcjjcal  and  general  bleeding,  assiduous  attention  to  the 
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bowels,  and  above  all  ptjralism  brought  on  by  mercurial  Trictions 
restored  bee  at  the  end  of  near  four  months  to  a  tolerable  state 
of  health.  In  the  first  volume  of  the  American  and  Philosophi- 
cal Register,  published  at  New  York,  I  have  piven  a  vcrv  sin- 
gular instance,  of  constitutional  scrofula,  assuming  periodically 
the  pustular  or  more  properly  the  bidlated  form,  excited  remote- 
ly by  the  injudicious  employment  of  mercury,  and  immediately 
by  tne irritation  of  cold.  This  ca.se  seems  very  much  in  point,  aa 
it  gives  a  very  satisfactory  view  of  the  latent  scrofulous  diathesis ; 
the  agency  of  irritants,  more  especially  of  mercury,  in  hurry- 
ing it  into  form  and  activity  ;  the  variety  of  eruptive  character 
given  to  it  by  that  agency  ;  and  the  complete  efficacy  of  the  most 
appropriate  tonic,  arsenic,  in  such  cases.  This  naturally  leads 
to  the  consideration  of  the  eruptive  form  of  the  disease,  sup- 
posed to  proceed  exclusively  also  from  the  irritation  of  mercu- 
ry, viz.  what  has  been  called  erythema  mcrcuriale,  eczema  mer- 
curiale,  mercurial  lepra,  and  hydrargyria. 

It  is  obvious  to  remark,  that  if  the  same  phenomena  are  pro- 
duced by  other  agents,  it  will  necessarily  follow,  that  they  can- 
not be  deemed  the  exclusive  offspring  of  mercury.  The  case  is 
tlie  same  as  the  former,  only  the  form  of  the  disease  is  changed* 
In  the  one,  we  have  seen  it  is  ulcerous,  in  the  other  it  is  papulous; 
in  both  it  is  eruptive,  in  both  it  is  the  effect  of  the  stimulus  of 
an  irritant  bringing  into  a  state  of  activity  a  latent  disease,  or 
a  constitutional  morbid  diathesis,  which,  if  undisturbed,  might 
never  molest  the  subject  of  it.  If  it  be  asked,  why  the  same  sti- 
muli will  in  one  case  produce  ulceration,  and  in  another  erup- 
tion of  minute  pustules,  whilst  in  both  the  quality  or  nature  of 
the  diathesis  on  which  they  thus  act  is  the  same  ?  I  confess  my 
ignorance:  I  cannot  give  a  satisfactory  answer.  Like  many 
other  phenomena  in  nature,  we.are  conscious  of  their  existence^ 
but  are  altogether  incapable  of  accounting  for  that  existence. 
Let  OS  rest  satisfied  with  the  fact,  and  to  that  I  now  proceed. 

The  case  of  erythema,  detailed  by  Dr  llutter,  (Edinburgh 
Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  V.  143.),  is  one  in  which  the 
irritant  was  cold,  and  of  which  the  phenomena  were  those 
which  are  said  by  other  writers  to  be  peculiar  to  mercurial  irri- 
tation. This  is  a  very  important,  and  a  very  instructive  case, 
and  is  illustrative  of  Dr  Morton's  remark  on  latent  scrofula, 
already  quoted,  as  well  «s  of  the  principle,  that  there  are  other 
irritants  besides  mercury,  which  are  capable  of  exciting,  and  ac« 
Saally  do  excite  the  disease,  in  all  its  forms  and  violence. 

There  is  also  a  very  instructive  case  of  Erythema,  unconnect- 
ed with  mercurial  action,  published  by  Dr  Marcet  of  London,  in 
the  2d  volume  of  the  Medico- Chirurgicai-  Tramactioiis.    The 
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subject  of  this  case  was  a  gentleman  of  about  39  years  of  age. 
The  complaint  recurred  at  irregakr  periods  from  the  age  of  16. 
It  seems,  therefore,  to  be  oonstitntioDal;  and  not  dissmikir  to 
the  case  of  a  gentleman  from  India  I  hafve  ffeseraJW  stated  in 
the  preceding  pages,  before  his  return  to  BAgmdL    m  ks  node 
of  attack,  it  is  not  uniike  the  case  of  scrophsia  periodica  I  have 
referred  to  (see  Ist  voL  MetHcal  and  Phuosophtcal  Raster  of 
Kew-York,  p.  451 .)   Every  part  of  the  body  in  Dr  Marcet*s  case, 
was  afiected,  in  the  most  severe  paroxysms  of  the  disease ;  but 
in  gener&I,  the  hands,  feet,  ears,  and  lips,  were  the  parts  mostly 
affected.     The  fit  was  preceded  by  a  tmnging  sensation  at  the 
pit  of  the  stomach  ;  but  without  nausea,  fever,  or  even  loss  of 
appetite.     On  the  second  and  third  day,  a  vesicular  eruption,  ex* 
tremely  minute,  broke  out ;  when  the  swelling  abated,  the  cuti- 
cle began  to  crack,  and  to  rise  in  patches,  discovering  an  inflam- 
ed surface,  superficially  ulcerated,  and  discharging  offensive  mat- 
ter.    In  a  day  or  two  after,  the  cuticle  fell  off  in  large  patches, 
like  the  outer  bark  of  the  plane  tree  when  casting  its  bark.     In 
about  three  weeks  the  disease  disappeared.     The  most  remark- 
able circumstance  is  the  disease  having  been  in  this  instance  apy- 
rexious,  and  its  attacking  two  or  three  times  in  the  year  apparently 
without  cause.    In  the  attack  which  DrMarcet  chiefly  witnessed, 
the  disease  **  was  preceded  by,  and  obviously  connected  with  the 
patient's  having  been  exposed  to  a  severe  shower  of  rain."     The 
patient  had  been  free  from  the  disease  for  two  years  previous  la 
this  last  attack  in  May  1810.     Upon  the  whole,  it  is  evident,  I 
think,  from  the  history  of  the  case,  that  the  disease  was  a  con- 
*ititutional  one,  I  imagine  scrofulous,  and  excited  into  the  erup- 
tive state  by  irritants,  chiefly  cold. 

Only  a  few  cases  have  occurred  to  myself,  more  immediately 
illustrative  of  this  subject,  but  they  may  perhaps  be  deemed  sa- 
tisfactory. 

In  the  month  of  September  1810,  an  eminent  merchant  of 
London,  being  on  a  visit  to  Clifton,  consulted  me  for  some  slight 
catarrhal  complaints.  Before  I  prescribed  for  him,  he  tokl  me 
his  constitution  was  a  very  singular  one,  for  that  at  two  preced- 
ing periods  of  bis  life,  some  years  distant  from  each  other,  a  few 
grains  of  calomel  had  been  given  to  him  with  very  extraordinary 
effect.  He  described  his  situation  on  those  occasions  as  particu- 
larly distressing.  His  whole  body  swelled,  and  the  skin  became 
bright  red,  and  soon  after  an  eruption  of  minute  pustules  broke 
out.  His  pulse  was  upwards  of  120;  delirium  came  on ;  and 
a  fetid  discharge  from  the  eruption.  The  whole  lasted  near 
three  weeld,  and  then  terminated  in  complete  denudation  of  the 
cutis.  He  did  not  recover  from  either  of  tnese  attacks,  he  added, 
for  more  thao  two  months,  during  the  whole  of  which  timt  his 
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snind  safiered  dreadfblly  from  depreubn,  which  he  oootd  attri* 
bute  to  nothing  but  the  disease.     He  unfortunately »  in  this  de-. 
tail,  forgot  to  inform  me  that  he  had  had  a  third  attack,  equally 
▼iolent,Trom  the  use  of  antimony.     This  I  learnt  from  him  after 
^he  mischief  was  done.     I  directed,  from  his  present  catarrhal 
complaints,  a  gentle  diaphoretic,  the  principal  ingredient  in  which 
was  antimony.     On  the  following  morning  I  was  sent  for  in  grear 
haste,  to  see  my  patient,  who  was  said  to  be  dangerously  ill.    He 
hsul  taken  the  diaphoretic,  but  no  perspiration  resulted  from  it. 
I  found  bis  whole  body  as  red  as  a  boiled  lobster;  an  universal 
eruption  of  very  minute  but  distinct  papuks  broke  out ;  his  limb^ 
particulariy  the  thighs  and  face,  swelled  considerably,  and  were 
of  a  pungent  heat;  his  puke  was  110;  his  eyes  intolerant  of 
light ;  and  not  a  particle  of  moisture  could  be  percei? ed  any- 
where on  the  skin ;  his  mind  became  es^cessively  depressed,  so  a» 
to  occasion  a  plentiful  flow  of  tears,  and  expressions  of  alarm 
and  despondency.    Purgatives,  and  cold  infusion  of  bark,  acidu- 
lated with  the  vitriolic  acid,  removed  the  most  distressing  symp- 
toms in  about  ten  days,  when  he  was  enabled,  with  some  diffi« 
culty^  to  attempt  a  journey  to  London.     I  had  a  letter  from  him 
tometime  after,  in  which  he  transmitted  to  me  a  portion  of  the 
exfoliated  cuticle,  like  gold-beaters'  leaf;  and  informed  me  that  ia 
the  progress  of  bis  recovery  bis  whole  body  sufiered  complete 
exfoliation  of  the  cuticle,  leaving  the  surface  red,  tender,  and  for 
a  long  time  intolerably  itchy.     Perseverance  in  the  same  meant 
at  length  restored  him  to  health*    I  recommended  a  course  of 
muriate  of  lime,  and  a  strict  adherence  to  a  diet  of  animal^food. 
He  has  continued  well  ever  since.     He  has  not,  however,  I  be» 
lieve,  subjected  himself  to  the  test  of  an  irritant. 

In  another  case  which  occurred  in  the  month  of  October  i  8 11 » 
the  stimulant  or  exciting  cause  was  opium.  The  patient,  a  young 
woman  of  about  ^^^6,  of  a  remarkably  sallow  complexion,  rather 
delicate  ibrm,  and  subject  to  a  discbarge  of  a  very  fetid  nature 
from  behind  the  ears,  complained  of  excruciating  pain  in  the 
right  temple,  unattended  with  any  symptom  of  inflammatory  a& 
fection,  and  which  she  herself  attributed  Co  cold.  Observing  no- 
thing which  could  lead  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  she  la- 
boured under  some  degree  of  rheumatism  in  the  temporal  muscle^ 
I  directed  her  to  keep  her  head  warm,  and  to  take  a  powder 
composed  of  pulv.  ipecac,  coaip.  gr.  v.  and  camphor  gr.iij  twice 
or  thrice  in  the  day,  witii  a  mild  aperient  occasionally.  The 
second  day  after  she  be«^an  the  use  of  this  medicine,  her  face 
swelled  enormously,  and  a  papular  eruption  appeared  on  its  sur- 
fiice.  The  following  day  this  extended  to  the  neck,  breast,  back^ 
and  arms.    The  next  day  (4ih  from  taking  tiie  mediciue)  her 
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whole  body  was  swelkd,  red,  and  covered  with  the  same 
•eruption.  Thepapute  were  lymphatic  at  first ;  but  soon  drying, 
they  became  scabs,  very  offensive  in  colour  and  odour ;  under  the 
siCabs  or  eschars  fetid  matter  accumulated,  which  throwing  off 
the  eschars,  formed  disagreeable  and  troublesome  Kttle  ulcers. 
Fresh  crops  of  papulae  daily  took  place,  so  that  the  distress  of  the 
patient  became  excessive ;  for  joined  to  the  actual  pain  she  suf- 
fered from  inflammatory  distension,  the  very  offensive  discharge 
from  the  surface,  the  want  of  sleep  at  night,  the  thirst,  and  other 
symptoms  of  febrile  action  (puke  generally  120),  her  mind  be- 
came a  prey  to  despondency.  As  in  the  former  case,  by  means 
of  purgatives' and  infusion  of  bark  acidulated,  with  embrocations 
of  the  linimentum  aquae  calcis,  f  h.  Ed.  which  had  a  most  sooth- 
ing effect,  she  recovered.  But  there  is  A'  circumstance  of  inte- 
resting import  in  this  case  which  must  not  be  neglected.  About 
the  9th  day  of  her  illness,  the  patient  had  taken,  with  a  view  to 
ease  the  pain  and  promote  sleep,  a  draught  at  night,  in  which 
were  twenty-five  drops  of  tinct  opii.  The  effect  was  precisely 
similar  to  the  first  attack  brought  on  by  the  compound  powder 
of  ipecacuanha.  She  felt  the  whole  surface  of  her  body  as 
it  were  on  fire  (fervida  eruptio) ;  a  considerable  fresh  eruption 
took  place,  with  swelling  of  the  face,  more  especially,  to  such  a 
d^ree  as  almost  to  close  up  her  eyes.  A  purgative  on  the  fol- 
lowing morning  gave  her  almost  instant  relief.  It  was  not  until 
the  end  of  November,  or  nearly  two  months  firom  the  first  at- 
tack, she  w*is  completely  restored  to  health. 

A  third  case  occurred  soon  after,  the  symptoms  of  which  were 
milder,  but  equally  well  marked.  A  gentleman  about  40  was  ^ized 
with  synochus,  in  a  form  by  no  means  severe.  After  tlie  usual 
evacuations,  he  took  a  powder  composed  partly  of  the  pulvis  an- 
timonialis.  In  the  course  of  the  following  night,  his  body  he- 
Came  excessively  red,  a  swelling  ensued,  and  an  eruption  of  a 
papulae  was  soon  after  thrown  out.  Without  paying  much  at- 
tention to  these  symptoms,  I  treated  the  disease  as  aiild  synochus, 
and  he  soon  recovered.  But  a  very  general  exfoliation  of  the 
cuticle  took  place ;  and,  for  a  len^h  of  time,  such  a  depression  of 
mind,  and  such  a  degree  of  debility  were  superinduced,  as  coukl 
not  be  accounted  for  as  the  effect  of  the  original  disease.  • 

•  The  following  it  a  veiy  singular  insUoce  of  Uie  ••fficacy  of  stimulus,  evw  of  « 
tejj  violent  nature,  in  removing  obstructions  in  the  lymphatic  syS^,  2Sd^°4 1 
^Zlt^Z^^^  -ecumulatea  fluitl  to  the  em<i„rtori«  ^^^Tfor^teX. 
charge  ftom  the  boj<y.  It  is  noi  indeed  imnediately  illu:^nitive  ^fSe^^  of  Uiii 
paper,  but  .t  may  be  considered  as  Inyaring  an  affiidty  to  it ;  and  as«i  K  ^  ^ 
«OMty  and  utility,  I  tnist  it  may  pn,ve  acceptable.  The  accident  Ta^K  uv7i 
•wpectable  and  valued  friend,  who  very  Utely  laTourcdl^  wii  A?SS»^«^  I*i 
curious  and  iutonssting  uumuiTe  >  ^  wourca  ine  witb  th«  fi»Uowuis  ?ey 
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'    I  sbftH  close  this  part  of  tny  paper  with  a  few  obs^rvationfl  on 
the  nomenclature  of  the  diseases  which  are  the  subject  of  iu 

*«  Dbar  Sir,  .  CSifldn,  Bth  May  1812. 

•*  As  you  have  expressed  a  wish  to  Icnow  the  particulars  of  my  re- 
covery from  a  dropsical  complaint,  I  shall  relate  the  cireumstancet,' 
as  distinctly  as  I  can  recollect.  It  is  unnecessary  to  mention  the  ori^ 
gin  or  progress  of  this  complaint,  further  than  that  I  came  home  from 
the  West  Indies  in' the  autumn  of  1787,  caught  a  cold  on  my  journey 
down  to  Scotland,  and  soon  after  got  into  very  bad  health.  Finding 
J  received  no  benefit  from  the  Edinburgh  medical  gentlemen  I  cos* 
snlted,  by  their  advice  I  went  to  Bath  in  April  1789»  in  a  very  weak 
state;  and  immediately  on  beginai&g  the  use  of  the  water,  my  legs  be* 

fan  to  sweUy  which,  for  six  or  seven  weeks  I  remained  there,  gra^ 
ually  increased.  Fron|  Bath  I  went  to  Tunbridge,  and  from  thence 
to  London;  the  swelling  still  increasingt  and  the  belly  much  distend* 
ed.  In  October  I  was  tapped,  and  two  gallons  of  water  were  takea 
from  me.  I  then  began  the  use  of  mercury,  both  by  rubbing  and 
Uktng  inwardly,  with  frequent  dozes  of  rhubarb  and  cream  of  tar* 
tar;  but  notwithstanding  these,  I  swelled  nearly  as  large  as  before, 
when  it  was  again  proposed  to  tap  me;  but  I  would  not  agree  to  it^ 
having  a  wish  to  send  the  water  in  its  right  course.  In  March  1791> 
I  went  down  to  Teignmouth  In  Devonshire,  where  I  lived  for  some 
time,  but  receiving  no  benefit.  Here  I  was  in  the  habit  of  riding  oil 
horseback  daily,  although  not  able  either  to  mount  or  dismount  with* 
out  assisunce.  One  day  I  jiad  been  set  on  horseback,  as  usual,  and 
proceedfng  along  the  hard  beach,  when  something  made  my  horse 
start,  and  losing  my  balance,  I  fell  on  the  hard  sand  just  on  my  rnmp« 
You  may  believe  I  was  a  good  deal  stunned;  in  fact  I  was  rendered 
insensible  by  the  shock  and  blow;  but,  in  a  few  nunutes,  recovered  so 
far  as,  with  the  assistance  of  my  servant,  to  crawl  home,  about  two 
hundred  yards  distant.  I  felt  so  much  pain  from  the  contusion  oa 
my  rump,  I  was  obliged  to  go  to  bed.  I  was  very  hot,  and  I  believe 
feverish  iot  some  time  after  going  to  bed,  till,  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  a  profuse  perspiration  relieved  me,  and  I  felt  as  usual  in  the 
morning,  only  my  rump  very  painful^  and  it  continued  so  as  I  could 
not  sit  for  a  week  with  any  ease.  I  had  not  perspired  for  months  till 
this  accident  happened;  but  for  some  time  after  I  had  abundant  per* 
spirations  every  night.  About  ten  days  after  the  accident,  I  got  free 
from  the  pain,  and  felt  better  every  way.  I  now  set  ut  for  Plymouth, 
and  after  travelling  a  few  miles,  I  was  obliged  to  get  out  of  the  car* 
riage  to  make  water,  and  discharged  a  large  quantity  of  almost  milkw 
Coloured  urine^  which  was  the  first  unequivocal,  1  may  say  indeed  the 
first  symptom,  of  the  water  pn<;sing  off  in  the  right  course,  I  had  pex^ 
ceived,  I  may  say,  for  years.  From  Plymouth,  I  came  to  Bristol,  and 
thence  proceeded  to  London,  having  daily  frequent  and  large  dis^ 
charges  by  urine  and  perspiration,  and  continuing  to  make  use  of 
mercury  with  rhubarb  and  cream  of  tartar  as  before.  From  the  mo* 
vojL.  via.  NO.  31.  V 
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With  re8|MCt  to  the  ulceration,  I  can  perceive  no  juit  reason  for 
the  exclusive  appellation  '*  mercurial  aisease  '*  to  it,  seeing  there 
is  cause  for  believing  that  mercury  is  not  the  only  irritant  <:apa- 
ble  of  producing  it.  I  feel  rather  disposed  to  employ  the  word 
JElcQsis  with  the  adjunct  Erkhhtka^  which  indeed  is  almost  the 
epithet  given  to  ft  by  Mr  Mathias,  omitting  the  word  mercurial^ 
for  it  is  an  ulceration  from  irrifaiiotL  Now  at  to  the  enf>tion( 
the  words*  Etyihtma  and  Eczema^  singly,  do  not  b^  any  means 
seem  expressive  of  the  whole  cbnnKter  of  the  eruptian.  It  psr* 
takes  of  both,  and  cannot,  with  any  appropriatioB  of  sense,  be 
designated  by  one  only.  Ecaema  ceruinly»  of  the  two  words, 
gives  the  most  significant  idea  of  the  diseasef  but  it  does  so  only 
as  to  the  mode  of  eruption.  The  erupttfm  is  fed,  bat  so  are 
man^  others.  The  eruption  is  wonderfiiBy  rapid,  fervid,  of  a 
burning  beat,  and  intolerable  itchiness;  but  an  eruptive  disease 
may  be  so,  and  yet  be  destitute  <rf*a  red  colour:  An  union  of  the 
two,  therefore,  seems  to  give  the  most  complete  and  definite  idea 
of  the  disease,  if  the  appelative  common  to  the  eruptive  and  ul- 
cerous forms  of  the  disease  is  added.  Thus  the  nioeration  rosy 
be  denominated  Eko&is  erithisUca^  and  its  species  or  varieties  de- 
signated by  the  name  of  the  irritant  peculiar  to  each  ^  merciirialtsy 
byperoxygenosa  or  intertropiea,  a  vei^eno^  &c.  And  thus  leo 
the  eruption  may  be  distingwshed,  eczema^  ereutkron^  ereiihii^ 
cwn»  and  its  species  or*  varieties,  mercuriale,  antimoniale,  ex 
opio,  e  camphora,  a  ven^io,  a  frigore,  &c*  My  view,  in  thus  at- 
tempting to  define  these  two  diseases  by  a  characteristic  nomeiH 
clature,  is  most  fully  expressed  by  the  very  ingenious  and  learned 
oritic  on  the  ••  Hydrargyria  of  Dr  Alley.  *'  ♦•  The  appropria- 
tion ^of  the  term  eczema  to  ihe  profuse  eruption  of  minute  vesicles 
originating  from  irritanu,  and  not  the  result  of  previous  fever^ 
according  to  Dr  WiUan's  method,  seems  to  beeonvenient  and  sd« 
Tantageoua,  It  is  convenient,  because  it  expresses  to  the  learned 
something  of  the  nature  of  the  eruption  f  and  it  is  advantageous 
in  a  systematic  view,  because  it  comprehends  several  varieties  of 

ment  this  chaage  took  place,^n  coase^foence^  I  have  every  leasoo  te 
think*  .of  the  accident  at  Teignmouth,  far  no  change  whxtevei:  had 
'  been  made  in  the  medicioet  I  took  after  from  those  I  took  before  il»— 
I  got  better  daily*  the  swelling  decreasing  daily  and  gradually.  I  re* 
tnmed  to  Scodand  in  June,  and  soon  after  got  free  from  all  complaints 
except  the  swelling  in  my  legs,  which  continued  for  some  mooUts^— 
In  the  aaondi  of  October  1  sailed  from  London  for  Cadiz,  and  spent 
the  winter  ia  that  part  of  Spain,  which  confirmed  my  hcalrfi  com- 
pletely ;  and  1  have  never  smce  had  any  appearance  or  tbreatenine  t)f 
the  complaint.    I  am,  &c.  I.  H  "^ 

«  Dr  Chidiolm,  BrUtoL'^ 
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the  thme  lovt  of  cniplioQ»  rotikiiig  hoittk  dUktmt  Acidog 
CMM8."— (^-  Med.  wd  8%rg.  Jottrn.  Jan.  1812.  p»  iOt^O 

Having  bten  kd,  in  the  ooane  of  the  (oregoina  disciiauon,  to 
take  a  near,  and,  I  tnist,  an  rniprqndieed  review  of  my  own  prac- 
tice and  experience,  ibragreat  many  yean,  in  theuseofmereu-* 
17, 1  cannot  qmt  the  tul:g^,  without  expressing  my  sincere  re* 
gret,  that  some  physicians,  who  have  l<»g  and  lustljr  maintain- 
ed a  high  rank  in  the  medical  worid,  have  of  late  indulged  in 
invective  walnst  the  use  of  mercury.    This,  it  is  evident,  is  ilk 
judged,  whatever  the  motive  may  be.    I  am  free  to  say,  how* 
ever,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  all  liberal-minded  physicians,  and  in« 
deed  of  al  good  men,  to  dieck  such  efiiisions,  when  their  ten-* 
dency,  as  in  the  present  instance,  is  to  injure  medical  practice, 
by  creating  unfounded  and  unjust  prgudices  against  one  of  ita 
most  valuable  and  active  agents  1  and,  in  genml,  to  discoun* 
tenanoe  aB  those  remaiks  on  important  practical  points  of  medl^* 
cine,  which  have  not  at  least  for  their  basis,  purity  of  motivef 
and  rectitude  of  intention.    Happily  tar  mankind,  indeed,  re* 
maika  sent  into  the  world  on  any  other  basis,  generally  bear 
within  dieroadvea  their  onm  refutation,  however  imposing  the 
aothority  may  be  by  which  they  are  promulgated  ana  support* 
ed.     Far  be  it  from  me  to  attribute  them  to  any  siniaer  Tiew  | 
but  aasertions,  such  as,  that  mercury  is  injurious  in  European  be* 
palltiB}  pernicious  when  febrile  excitement  is  present  1  some** 
times  Irad  in  syphilis ;— -that  it  appears  to  destroy  the  energy  of 
the  i|ervott8  system,  produdng  weakness,  tremors,  palsies,  fa- 
tuity, and  mania  i^that  it  induces  gangrene}  and,  in  abort,  that 
no  part  of  the  human  body  is  exempt  from  its  deleterious  action  1 
the  liberal  and  trtify  trperienced  (see  Zimmerman)  physician,  will 
reject,  as  proving  too  much.    For  my  own  part,  I  can,  with  the 
moat  oredse  regard  to  truth,  say,  that  ray  own  experience  in  the 
use  of  mercury,  and  I  believe  few  have  used  it  MUth  more  freedom^ 
goes  to  the  establishment  of  a  doctrine  the  very  opposite.    Tht  t 
mercury  may  do  mischief,  when  injudideusly  or  indiscreetly  em- 
ployed, is  a  proportion  which  experience  of  the  most  decided 
nature  proves  the  truth  of;  but  I  must  repeat,  that  the  unqua- 
lified assertion,  that  in  all  cases  (and  the  invectives  seem  to  em* 
hraoe  ad)  wherein  it  is  administered,  its  tendency  is  materiaUy 
to  injure  or  to  destroy  life,  is  neither  proved  by  experience,  nor 
warranted  by  any  rational  principle  of  theory^  but  I  mean  not 
to  asperse,  nor  to  individuate,  wtien  I  say,  it  may  generally  be 
considered  as  the  result  of  an  indolent  and  negligent  pathology, 
as  connected  with  climate  more  especially;  or  of  unreasonable 
or  pernicious  preiudke.     The  immense  advantages  accruing 
from  a  spirited  and  judickras  employment  of  mercury  in  all  coun* 
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tries,  dUd  6&thatM,  during  tfae  lait  twenty  or  thirQr  Jtsn,  in  the 
diseases  to  ^hich'  k  is-  amicable,  are  so  rery  generaUy  kmama 
and  admitted,-  Aat  a  refutation  of  suclr  vague  assertbns  as  tbose 
vihith  have  been  made  in  some  late  publications  would  seeoi  un- 
necessary, did  n6t  aifethorities,  certainly  very  respectable,  and  to 
which  many  of  the  profbssion  have  been  accustomed  to  give  up 
their  judgment^  seem  to  sanction  them.  Except  in  aa  mncfa  at 
the  public  good  is  concerned,  I  fcei  myself  perfectly  upheld  in 
declaring — 

Quae  cuique  est  fbrt'una  hodie  quam  quisque  secat  spem 
Tros  Rutulusque  fuat,  nulla  discrimine  habeba» 

Bristol^  ^Otk  Mm^  1812. 


There  is  a  passage  in  Dr  Willum  Saunders's  <^  Obsenraimis 
on  the  prevalent  Use  of  Mercury  in  the  Diseases  of.  this  Coun- 
try," wnich,  to  a  person  ignorant  of  the  real  state  of  the  question, 
would  necessarily  lead  to  very  erroneous  conclusions*    *^  It  does 
hot  appear,  savs  he,  that  if  we  except  the  hepatic  diseases  of  fa- 
dia,  tne  mortality  of  the  endemic  fevers  of  other  countries  has  been 
,  diminished  by  extending  the  use  of  mercury,  except  as  uniting 
mercury  with  other  purgatives, "  (p.  42. )    And  as  a  proof  of  this, 
he  quotes  a  passage  from  my  essay  on  die  mali^ant  pestilential 
fever,  giving  only  the  simple  fact,  without  searefauigibr  the  expla* 
nation,  which  a  verjr  littfe  trouble  would  have  presented  him  with* 
Dr  Saunders,  in  using  this  fact  as  a  proof  of  the  correctness  of 
this  remark,  seems  to  nav^  forgdt  altogether  that  the  fever  in  this 
instance  war  not  **  endemic  "  but  peUUentnd^  and  the  produd  cf 
imparted  infection.    The  reFevancy  of  his  proposition  is  therefere 
lost,  as  far  as  it  iriates  to  the  malignant  pestilential  fever.    The 
passage  in  the  essay  properly  stands  thus,  (p*  96  of  the  first,  and 
vol  1.  p.  132,  2d  ed.)  <*  Of  84  people  belonging  to  the  Ordnance 
department  at  that  time  (179S),  about  56  were  seiaed  with  the 
disease  (M.F.  fever),  before  the  1st  of  July;  and  of  these^  live  dip 
ed ;  a  trifling  mortality,  considering  the  nature  of  the  oompiaint 
All  these  men,  however,  had  been  about  three  years  in*  the  oonn« 
try,  and  consequently  suffered  less  from  the  disease  than  about  27 
recruits  who  jomed  the  artillery  in  Julv.    Of  26  of  these  unfbi^ 
tunate  men  who  were  infected,  21  died  before  the  middle  of 
August;  a  dreadful  instance  of^its  peculiar  tendency  to  prove 
jfatal  to  strangers  to  the  climate. ''     The  cause  of  this  remarkable^ 
'and,  indeed,  singular  instance  of  mortality  from  the  M.  P.  fevny 
besides  the.  nuper  adventus  of  the  subjects^ of  ity  appears  ia 
f.  128r  of  Ut  ed.  and  vol.  Ist*^).  180  of  2d  ed«^    ««  Most  othcf 


'diseflMS  degenerated  into,  or  partook  very  much  of  the  nature 
of  diis.  I^tenteriet  suddenly  stopped,  and  were  immediately 
inicoeeded  by  ^aptoms  of  die  pestilential  fever.  A  remarkabfe 
instance  of  ttiis  occurred  tn  die  nfonth  of  iuly  1 79S.  About  the 
beginning  of  die  month,  27  recruits  joined  die  detachment  of 
roval  artiflerv  in  this  island.  These  men  formed  fuut  of  the  ar- 
tillery, whicn,  with  other  troops  under  the  command  of  Majors 
General  Bruce,  landed  on  the  island  of  Martinico  about  the  mid* 
die  of  June.  During  the  three  days  diey  remained  on  shore^ 
diey  were  encamped,  and  almost  the  whole  dme  exposed  to  very 
heavy  rain.  Dysentaries  were  the  conse<|iieiice ;  and  most  of 
diero,  on  their  wrrral  here,  were  immediately  admitted  into  the 
royal  arUOery  hospital ;  where,  at  that  dme,  as  has  been  already 
observed,  there  were  man^  cases  of  the  pestilential  fever.  The 
^parent  effect  of  the  medicines  they  toolc,  very  much  surprised 
me  i  but  I  soon  found  that  the  original  disease  only  yielded  to 
one  more  powerfid. "  The -candid  and  liberal  reader  will,  from 
these  extracts,  be  abb  to  appreciate  the  value  of  die  Doctoi's 
Temarks  on  the  agency  of  mercury,  in  this  instance  at  least;  and 
when  we  consider  (hat  there  was  superinduced  on  a  predisposition 
formed  of  sudden  and  extreme  change  of  cHmate,  exposure  dui:* 
ing  three  days  encampment  in  the  torrid  lEone,  to  heavy  rain» 
immediateily  after  thdr  arrival  from  Europe,  and  its  consequence 
dysentery,  die  infection  of  a  most  virulent  and  exterminating 
|)estileDoe^  can  we  be -astonished  that  even  the  most  powerful  re* 
medies  should  fail  to  restore  tHem  to  health,  or  to  arrest  the  ra« 
pid  progress  of  the  diseajse  to  death  ? 

Dr  bonders  will,  I  trast,  for^ve  the  freedom  I  use,  and  per- 
ceive that  my  only  view  is  to  elicit  truth,  and  strip  it  of  misre- 
presentadon.  •  Indeed,  the  many  truly  excellent  and  highly  im- 
portant observations  on  the  structure,  functions,  and  diseases  of 
the  liver,  as  well  as  on  the  use  of  mercury  in  the  cure  of  them, 
contained  in  die  original  and  principal  work  of  this  celebrated 
physician^  wear  so  much  the  aroearance  of  inconsistency  with 
those  latter  remaiks  on  the  use  oi  mercury,  that  we  are  compel- 
led to  contemplate  it  with  an  unpleasant  mixture  of  astonishment 
«nd  concern. 
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Via. 

Obseroaiitms  on  the  Cause  of  Death  from  HxJiat  is  called  tie  Wind 
of  a  BaU^    By  the  Eev.  Patbick  Forbes. 

Sm»-^In  your  Number  for  January,  Mr  Ellis  gives  an  acooont 
of  several  curious  effects  produced  by  the  passage  of  a  caniioe- 
ball  near  to  die  human  bodyt  which  he  is  disposed  to  attribute 
to  atmospherical  electricity,  accumulated  in  the  ball  during  its 
flight  through  the  air.  I  cannot,  for  many  reasons,  consider  this 
opinion  to  ue  well  founded.  It  is  difficult  to  believe,  that  such  a 
quantity  of  the  electrical  fluid  as  is  necessary  to  deprive  a  man  of 
life,  could  be  accumulated  in  a  cannon-ball ;  and  no  instance 
seems  to  be  known  to  Mr  Ellis  of  electrical  effects  being  produ- 
ced by  any  ball  on  things  devoid  of  life ;  for  what  he  say  t  of  me- 
tallic substances,  such  as  buttons  and  epaulets  being  torn  away 
^ithoui  actual  contact^  is  not  at  all  implied  in  Dr  Blane^s  account, 
who  is  the  only  person  quoted  by  Mr  £•,  that  mentions  such  a 
circumstance.  Indeed  he  proposes  this  as  the  subject  of  future 
experiment  If  the  effects  in  Question  were  produced  by  dec- 
l^icity,  it  is  odd  that  parts  equally  necessary  to  life,  and  as  easihr 
injured,  such  as  the  brain  and  stomach,  snould  be  so  di£&renUy 
affected  y  *^  the  wind  of  the  ball,  *'  in  the  one  case,  being  fatal, 
and,  in  the  other,  attended  onlv  in  general  with  temporary  con- 
aequenceSt  Mr  %.  seems  likewise  to  have  failed  very  completely 
in  nis  attempt  to  identify  caloric  und  electricity,  from  tlie  ci^ 
cumstances  of  both  having  the  power  of  inflaming  bodies,  and  of 
the  presence  of  oxygen  gas,  which  contains  caloric,  being  neces- 
sary to  the  production  of  electricity  in  the  common  electriiying 
machines ;  for  these  will  appear  to  any  one  who  wiO  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  Mr  Ellis's  reasoning,  to  be  the  only  proofs 
which  h^  ad(luces  of  the  identity  of  these  two  substances,  or 
whatever  else  they  may  be  called.  On  this  identi^,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  that  his  whole  theory  depends,  I  shall  not,  however, 
l^nter  on  the  particular  confutation  of  this  hypothesis,  which  ( 
believe  will  make  few  converts,  and  would  not  probably  have 
been  adopted  by  Mr  E..  himself,  had  he  not  wished  to  support  a 
favourite  conclusion.  And  indeed,  I  must  remark,  that  were 
such  loose  analc^gies  accounted  proofs  of  identity,  natural  science 
would,  in  my  judgment,  revert  to  its  pristine  stat^  before  t))f 
^ays  of  P^CQU, 
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In  oppdtttion  to  Mr  EDis^s  c^nkm,  I  think  that  there  is  a  me- 
cbanical  caofie  for  the  effects  produced  by  m  baH  fiassing  dose  to 
the  honiMi  body,  ^idi  will  sufficiently  account  for  them.  This 
SB  the  TaoBBin  prodooed  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  baU  tfarou|;^ 
the  aii^  wMdi  ^ough  of  itself  partial,  yet  when  we  combine 
with  itt  the  condensation  of  air  taking  place  immediately  before 
the  bad,  may,  I  suppose,  have  fully  the  same  effect  as  if  the  va- 
canm  behind  it  were  complete.  When  a  ball  then  passes  dofle 
to  the  stomadi,  there  is,  in  the  first  place,  agreat  addition  to  the 
pressure  on  that  nscus  from  the  condensadon  of  the  air*:  As 
eoon  as  the  ball  is  passed,  this  pressure,  with  a  great  pait  of  that 
of  the  i/tmo&pherej  is  taken  off;  the  consequence  of^  which  is  a 
Midden  expsnsion  of  all  the  fluids  in  the  stomach  and  the  blood 
in  its  bbod-vesselsy  and  the  rapture  of  both.  The  rupture  of 
the  stomach  is  the  cause  of  death,  and  the  extravasation  of  the 
blood,  of  liie  Uack  appearance,  externally.  In  the  case  men- 
tioned cf  the  false-ribs  being  fractured  and  death  foUowingv  the 
same  explication  will  apply;  some  discus,  from  sudden  expansion 
of  its  contained  fluids,  has  burst  and  forced  the  ribs  outwards. 
The  case  of  the  thigh*bone  being  broken,  and  about  two  inches 
of  it  bein^  shivered  into  smaU  pieces,  appears  a  great  confirma- 
tion of  this  mode  of  explaining  the  effects  produced,  and  is  very 
iiostiie  to  that  of  Mr  Ellis.  Mad  the  accident  been  occasioned 
by  electricity,  the  thigh  ought  to  have  been  shivered  lengthwise 
by  the  passage  of  the  fluid  to  the  earth.  But  if  occasioned  by  a 
vacusnn  suddenfy  produced  on  the  one  side,  and  by  the  whole 
pressore  of  the  atmosphere  immediately  applied  on  the  other  •; 
ibis  wiM  aoooHnC  for  the  two  inches  bdng,  as  it  were,  broken  out 
from  the  femur  ;  and  the  shivering  in^  small  pieoes  was  caused 
by  the  sudden  expansion  of  the  fluids  in  the  internal  and  vascu- 
lar part  of  the  bone. 

On  the  other  hand,  this  hypothesis  affords  an  explication  of 
the  reason  why  the  passage  of  aiMtU,  close  to  the  heaa,  is  not  at- 
tended with  mtal  eflects.  Every  one  who  has  seen  experiments 
with  the  air-pump,  knows  the  resistance  which  a  spherical  form 
iX  vessels  opposes  to  the  pressure  of  tlie  atmosphere.  In  like 
fnanner,  die  spherical  form  of  the  head  prevents  all  injury  to  Uie 
hpniiy  exoept  that  of  beiM  sUumed,  which  is  owin^  to  the  sud- 
den in^pnlse  of  the  atmoscmere  on  the  scull,  producmg  the  same 
effect  as  «  etrolce.  The  blindness,  consequent  on  the  baU  passing 
before  the  eyes,  is  doubtless  owing  to  the  sudden  expansion  of 
the  humours,  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  being  removed; 
in  consequence  of  which  the  organization  of  the  part  may  be  so 
much  injured,  as  to  induce  a  degree  of  wealmess  that  may*  ter* 
sunate  in  total  loss  of  sight. 
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I  had  written  thuft  far,  when  I  saw  Dr  S^>enoe's  paper  in  the 
April  number  of  your  Journal,  who  seems  inclined  to  bdieve, 
that  the  accidents  in  question,  are  owing  to  the  velocity  ooamo- 
nicated  to  light  substances  by  the  ball  This  explanation,  he 
himself  acknowledges,  will  not  apply  to  all  the  instances  men- 
tioned by  Mr  Ellis  i  and  though  I  have  no  doubt  that. consider- 
able efiects  may  be  produced  in  thb  way,  yet  it  appears  onac* 
countable  why  the  injury  should  not  appear  more  extemafiy  than 
internally,  as  when  one  body  is  driven  violently  against  another, 
must  unavoidably  be  the  case.  Dr  Spenoe's  observationa  do  not 
seepi  to  invalidate  this  remark.  In  my  judgment,  then,  this 
forrn^  an  insuperable  objection  against  his  mode  of  explication ; 
and,  on  the  contrary,  tends  greatly  to  confirm  that  which  I  have 
suggested,  as  the  force  I  have  supposed  to  act  is  interaaL  Hm 
blackness  and  sphacelus  of  the  muscles,  mentioned  by  him  u 
consequences  of  this  accident,  are  likewise  well  explained  fay  tkt 
rupture  of  the  small  vessels,  producing  extravasation  and  disor^ 
^^ixation  of  the  part.  On  the  same  grounds,  an  «asy  answer 
16  afforded  to  the  question  proposed  by  Dr  Spence,  why  the  pas* 
sa^  of  a  ball  has  not  always  the  same  effect  in  battle  i  This 
arises  from  want  of  the  neGessa]7  velocity  to  produce  the  con» 
densation  and  vacuum,  which  has  been  considered  aa  the  canse 
of  the  effects  produced ;  as  great  velocities,  we  know  from  the 
cxpmments  xnade  with  cannon  balls,  are  rapidly  destn^ed  by 
the  resistance  of  the  air.  On  the  whole,  this  explication  seems 
to  me  to  have  all  that  is  requisite  to  a  legitimate  hypothesis, 
pamely,  that  it  aflfords  an  easy  and  complete  solution  of  aU  the 
phenomena  mentioned,  as  accompanying  the  *'  wind  of  a  ball.  "^ 

Manse  tf  Boharm^  May  2^thy  i^\2.  *. 


IX. 

Observations  on  the  Treatment  of  Chorea  Sancfi  Viti.  By  Henry 
Reeve,  M.  D.  One  of  the  Physicians  to  the  Norfolk  and 
Norwich  Hospital 

rpuE  cure  of  chorea  by  purgative  medicines  has  been  lately  the 
^  subject  of  several  disquisitions  by  medical  writers*  Among 
those  who  have  most  distinguished  themselves  in  recommending 
this  practice,  areDr  Hamilton,  Dr  Parr,  and  several  correspond* 
ants  in  the  Edinburgh  Journal  Although  tlie  evidence  which 
they  adduce  in  favour  of  purgatives  i$  very  aecisive,  and  I  have  no 
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dottbt  tbis  method  of  treadog  tbe  disease  is  the  speediest  and  the 
nosteflTectual,  yet  it  remains  to  be  proved,  that  tonics  and  stimu^ 
lants  have  always  &iled,  and  that  purgatives  alone  will  univer- 
sally aad  ioGUiiUy  be  successful.  In  the  course  of  sixteen  years» 
I  have  seen  thirty-five  cases  of  chorea.  All  these  patients  reco- 
▼eredy  excq»t  one  i  and  they  got  well  under  every  variety  of  treat* 
ment,  from  the  moat  powerful  down  to  the  most  inert  and  ap- 
parently inefficacious  remedies.  The  case  which  terminated  &- 
taHy  waa  that  of  a  patient  in  St  Bartholomew's  Hospital,  iA  1804 1 
a  boy  twelve  years  old^  who  took  scammony  and  calomel  in  large 
«ad  repeated  doses,  besides  other  medicines,  without  any  abate- 
ment of  his  symptoms.  The  convulsive  motions  in  this  case  were 
violeot  and  cootinnai,  night  and  day ;  and  the  patient  died  ex* 
hanated,  six  weeks  after  his  admission  into  the  hospital.  It  scent- 
ed neoessary  to  say  thus  much  of  personal  observation,  becausct 
in  their  acconnts  of  this  disease,  several  authors  have  enumerat- 
ed their  individual  experience,  and  contrasted  it  with  the  slender 
enthority  of  single  cases  related  in  periodical  publications.  But 
the  reader  will  find  a  more  conclusive  argument  in  the  result  of 
'  the  following  report  of  thecaseaof  chorea  admitted  and  discharg- 
ed fi'om  the  pubKc  hospital  here  $  for,  during  a  period  of  thirty* 
aix  yeats,  the  medical  department  of  this  institution  has  been  con- 
du<^ed  by  e^t  different  physicians;  their  practice  has  varied  con« 
siderably ;  yet  in  the  cure  of  this  disease,  success  has  been  nearly 
equally  divided  amongst  them.  The  late  Dr  Lubbock  always 
prcaenbed  preparations  of  steel  for  the  cure  of  chorea ;  he  never 
employed  poreatives  or  any  evacuations,  and  he  has  told  me  be 
lierer  £uled  of  success.  By  other  physicians,  antiphlogistic  re- 
medies, such  as  bleeding,  saline  medicines  and  purgatives,  have 
been  employed,  and  also  tonics  and  stimulants. 

A  g^nend  Abstra(^  of  the  Patients  with  Chorea^  admitted  and  di$» 
charged  from  the  Norfolk  and  Norwich  Hospital^  from  March 
Vn^^  to  March  1812. 

Patients  affeeted  with  chorea,  admitted  from  the  month  Now . 
of  March  1776,  to  March  1812^  ...         84 

'Cuied,         -         -         -         .         .        7* 

i  Relieved,  -    .      -  -  -  5 

Disdiaiged  <  At  his  own  request,        •  .  .  i 

Having  epileptic  fits,        ...  1 

-  Not  li^y  to  receive  benefit,     «         .  1 

Died  ...  .2 

a4 
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It  appears  that  this  disease  has  occnfred  in  84  out  clt  98,810 

Ktients,  (the  total  number  admitted),  or  1  in  MS*  It  is  most 
Kjuent  in  feipales,  in  the  proportion  ot-dl  to  27,  or  as  19  to  9. 
H^erden  remarks,  a  fourth  part  of  the  patients  be  s«v  were 
males  *.  Hamilton  says,  it  attacks  boys  and  gtrk  indiserimnMle- 
ly*  Out  of  the  number  of  cases  above  stated,  there  waa  only 
one  man,  forty  years  of  age,  and  that  was  a  severe  case;  for  the 
disorder  returned  a  few  months  after  he  was  dischaiged  from  the 
hospital}  he  was  re- admitted,  and  continued  eight  months  under 
mNraical  treatment,  till  he  was  dismissed  relieved.  AH  the  pa- 
tients, except  two  girls,  aged  five  and  six,  were  above  nine  years 
old ;  the  most  common  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  disor- 
der, was  between  the  ninth  and  fifteenth  year  of  the  patient's 
age;  four  females  were  above  the  age  of  St.  OntofMcastf, 
only  two  had  a  fatal  termination ;  both  of  these  were  boys,  in 
whom  the  disease  had  been  of  long  standing.  The  patient  dis- 
charged as  not  likely  to  receive  benefit,  was  a  woman  28  yean 
old,  who  had  been  affected  at  difierent  times  for  three  years  pricv 
to  her  admission  j  the  patient  discharged  at  his  own  reqoest  was 
a  boy,  who  had  the  disease  a  year  before  became  to  the  hospital ; 
he  remained  there  four  months.  The  patients  relieved  were  per- 
sons who  had  been  long  affected  i  and  the  one  dischar]^  on  ao* 
count  of  his  being  sul^ject  to  epileptic  fits,  vras  a  lad  fifteen  yeais 
old. 

Relapses  took  place  in  nine  case9,  all  of  them  after  an  interval 
not  less  than  a  year;  in  three  of  these,  the  disease  recurred  a 
third  time,  but  was  ultimately  cured.  The  shortest  period  ef 
medical  treatment  was  two  weeks;  the  longest,  eight  mooths; 
Uie  common  average  seven  weeks ;  observed  in  the  whole  8* 
cases.  .    ^ 

I  have  selected  chorea  for  a  comparative  invest^tion  of  the 
different  methods  of  treating  it,  because  it  is  a  disease  in  whidi 
two  of  the  three  points  of  evidence  necessary  for  establishing 
medical  fucts  can  be  readily  ascertained :  viz.  first,  that  the  dis- 
ease really  did  e;cist,  and,  secondly,  that  it  was  cured.  The 
third  point,— whether  the  alleged  means  akme  performed  the 
cure,— is  a  question  which  may  be  left  for  the  reader  to  deter* 
iniqe^ 

The  connexion  of  the  irregular  involuntary  actions  of  the  mus- 
cles, with  a  disordered  and  loaded  state  of  the  intestines,  b  modi 
insibted  on  by  Dr  Hamilton  and  his  correspondents;  yet  in  their 
reports  of  several  cases,^^  t^U^  is  said  to  be  regular^  or  bdfy  opoh 
and  the  st(H>ls,  after  the  first  purgative,  ara  described  as  being 
of  the  natural  apptarance.— (Vide  Appendix,  No.  VIL  HafluJ- 
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ton's  Obsenr.  on  Parg.  Med. ;  and  Mr  M^MuIltn^s  paper,  Vol.  L 
Edin.  Joamal.)    There  leemt  to  be  a  Boaroe  of  error,  too,  in  re» 
porting  die  state  of  the  alvine  evacoation.    Might  it  not  be  ex- 
pected to  amime  those  appearances  described,  after  the  children 
were  made  to  swallow  such  large  tjuan titles  of  infusion  of  senna^ 
aloedc  piHs,  jabp,  extract  of  liquorice,  phosphat  of  soda,  calomel, 
magnesia,  sind  broth,  without  any  mixture  of  common  solid  fi>od  ? 
Orant  that  in  every  case  such  appearances  do  exist;  yet  it  is  by 
no  means  dear  the  inference  is  true,  that  such  a  quantity  of 
feces  had  aecmnnlated  in  the  cavity  of  the  intestines,  and  occa- 
sioned the  convulsive  affection,  any  more  than  when  a  person 
takes  aw  emetic,  and  brings  up  by  repeated  eflbru  a  large  quan- 
tity of  bile,  that  IhIc  is  to  be  considered  as  having  accumulated 
in  the  stomach,  and  according  to  the  vulgar  notion,  caused  the 
sick  headach.     If  yon  ask  the  parents  what  first  brought  on  their 
children's  complaint,  they  will  answer,  in  a  majority  of  instances 
of  chorea,  that  it  %ras  somahing  by  which  they  were  frij^tened. 
Irritation,  excited  by  teething,  is  another  cause  of  chorea,  and  the 
patient  has  recovered  in  a  few  days  after  his  gums  were  lanced. 
In  these  instances,  torpor  of  die  Dowels  does  not  belong  to  the 
btstory  of  the  complaint;  and  the  only  use  we  can  make  of  the 
fact  is  to  show,  that  the  exciting  cause  is  various.    In  seven 
eases  which  have  come  lately  under  my  own  care,  the  bowels 
were  regular,  the  body  was  not  swelled,  nor  were  any  symptoms 
of  loaded  intestines  present;  yet  six  recovered  by  taking  only 
pnrgadve  medicines,  but  the  seventh  required  some  tonics  oefore 
«ny  decided  amendmoit  took  place.    I  remember  a  case  of 
chorea  in  which  the  patient  was  much  troubled  with  diarrhcea, 
yet  this  did  not  prevent  my  jfriend,  who  had  the  treatment  of  it, 
from  steadily  administerinc  piu^dves  nndl  the  irremilar  actions 
of  the  musdes  ceased.    I>r  Hamilton  has  judidousiy  remarked, 
that  choraa  consists  of  two  stages;  and  he  points  out  the  period 
when  tonics  and  stimulants  magr  be  used  with  propriety  and  ef- 
fect; and  although  he  says,  he  has  *<  not  felt  the  necessity  of  hav-  « 
ing  reooarse  to  medicines  of  this  kind,  **  vet  he  employed  other 
remedies  besides  purgatives  in  three  out  or  the  seveo  cases  which 
he  has  Inserted  in  his  appendis^,  if  it  be  allowable  to  call  bv  that 
name  such  artides  as  wine,  porter,  a  blister,  warm  bath,  fflysters 
of  broth  and  nssafcetMa,  beef-tea,  and  oxide  of  iron,    rerhaps 
some  pbysieians  have  been  itnreasonahie  in  their  expectaUons  of 
success,  in  coriiig  severe  and  protracted  cases  of  chorea,  and 
other  diseases  of  die  muscular  and  nervous  powers,  by  purgatives 
alone;  for  where  ^purgatives  have  been  given  in  large  and  fre- 

auent  doses,  as  in  tetanus,  trismus,  hysteria,  and  some  cases  of 
lioreai  I  am  disposed  to  tbinki  it  will  always  be  found  prudent 
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iind  necessary  to  adminiiter  winey  porter^  bee&tea,  &c.  abtuidMit* 
*h^  to  'support  .the  patient's  strength.  I  am  led  to  this  ofiiiiioa 
Trom  what  has  come  under  my  own  observation,  as  well  as  from 
^the  perusal  of  Dr  Hamilton's  cases*  and  some  vakiable  historici 
of  tetanus  and  trismus,  published  in  the  second  volume  of  die 
Medico-Chirurgical  Transactions,  and  in  the  fifth  voL  ^  thii 
{Edin.)  Journal. 

Nothing  requires  greater  caution  in  our  inquiries  ooncenuiig 
the  utility  of  medicmes,  than  to  distinguish  exactly  what  is  pn^ 
duced  by  one  substance,  and  what  is  owing  to  another  %  nor  ii 
(there  any  subject  in  which  an  author  is  more  liable  to  deorivi 
himself  by  false  estimates.  It  it  but  fair,  in  aQ  case^  to  stats 
every  circumstance,  in  order  to  appreciate  the  value  of  the  teA^ 
men  as  well  as  the  physic,  and,  if  required,  to  divide  the  credit 
.  of  the  cure  between  them.  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from  Dr  Ha- 
milton's merit;  for  it  is  impossible  not  to  feel  the  powers  which 
he  has  displayed  in  his  work  on  the  utility  and  administration  ef 

£urgative  medicines  in  several  diseases;  and  there  is  no  part  of 
is  Dook,  where  bis  skill  and  ingenuity  is  more  sacoes^lally  ex- 
erted,  than  in  combating  the  doctrine  of  debility,  which  has  un- 
doubtedlv  inculcated  a  fear  of  evacuations  in  chorea,  and  other 
spasmodic  diseases,  which  is  not  justified  by  experienoe,  and  if 
wholly  irreconcileable  with  facts.  The  hackneyed  i^irase  of  de- 
hility  is  a  centre  round  which  much  delusion  has  gathered  i  bat 
It  is  now  happily  subsided:  And  the  physician,  perceiving  how 
much  the  outward  help  of  his  art  can  facilitate  the  progress  of 
liature,  will  nut  be  betrayed  by  theoretical  qieculations  into  pei^ 
^  nidous  mistakes,  where  he  can  find  the  principles  of  hk  iatsr* 
lerence  warranted  by  subsuntial  experiments* 
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Mntomohgb  ttnd  Hehninihclogie  des  Menschlichen  Koerpers^  dier 
Beschreihung  und  Jibildungt  der  Bea>ohner  und  Feinde  disselben 
unUr  der  Jtmcten  und.  fVuermenu  Von  D.  Johann  Heinrich 
Joerdensy  &c.  ftc  4to.  VoL  L  ppu  519*  15  cobured  plates* 
Ho£  I80i.    VoL  II.  pp.  154.  7  eolottf^d  pklta.    Uof.  1MS« 

^To  moloffj  we  apprehend,  19  neoessarf  for  giving  an  acoounl 
^^  «  boMMi  tbough  not  recently  published,  provided  they  be 
new  or  scarcely  known  in  this  country.  Hie  copy  of  the  pubtt* 
eation  fying  before  us  we  obtained  with  great  difficolty,  some 
BDonlha  ago,  and  is,  we  belieTe,  the  only  one  In  this  kingdom. 

Mr  Joerdens  coDsidcrs  bfo  sabjeot  in  the  most  extensive  point 
of  vieiry  as  he  includes,  not  only  the  insects  and  worms  whidi 
infest  ti^  human  bady  exduaively,  but  also  those  which  are  only 
occaaioiiaDy  injurious  to  it»  and  even  those  which  contribute  to  ita 
disorsanisatioii  after  death.  Of  each  of  the  numerous  speciea 
whicb  this  plan  obliges  him  to  notice,  he  details  minutely  the 
systematic  nistory  1  eives  one  or  more  coloured  figures  of  the 
insect,  larva,  ftc^;  describes  accurately  the  injury  which  it  doea 
to  die  human  body,  as  well  as  the  means  of  remedving  it  ^  and- 
to  the  whole  prefixes  a  very  copious  literature.  This  extensive 
▼iew  of  the  subjiect  has,  no  doubt,  materially  increased  the  siase 
and  expense  of  the  work,  but  we  do  not  think  unnecessarily,  be- 
cause it  has  enabled  him  to  collect  together  an  immense  mass  of 
curious  information,  for  which  there  would  otherwise  benopro» 
per  repository. 

The  first  volume,  besides  an  introduction,  treats  of  the  insecta 
which  infest  the  human  body  extemaUy,  and  the  second,  of  the 
ibtestiiial  insects  and  worms.  The  introduction  is  not  very  im-» 
porCAOt  i  Mr  Joerdens  puzaJes  himself  to  find  out  some  use  for 
these  trouhlesome^  and  hurtful  companions ;  for  it  is  evidently 
eoite  ndienfotts  to  suppose  that  such  means  were  necessary  Uk 
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induce  us  to  take  care  c^  the  deanlineu  #f  our  peraonst'^-^o  wtm 
US  a^inst  impn^r  ibod,^»to  contribute  to  oar  health  fay  de« 
vouring  the  excessive  mucns  in  die  mteatines, — or  finally  to  ter* 
minate  our  corporeal  existence  after  we  had  completed  our  de9> 
tiny  in  this  world. 

JThe  injury  which  these  animals  inflict  on  the  haman  body^ 
may  be  either  mechanicalt  chemical,  or  mixed*  Of  the  firsl 
kind  are  the  wounds  of  all  those  which  are  not  furnished  with 
any  particular  acrid  or  poisonous  secretion  to  insert  into  the 
wound.  The  second  class  includes  onlv  canthorides,  the  C^, 
the  larva  of  the  Vimda^  and  a  few  others.  The  last  divisioot 
which  contains  those  which  poison  the  wound  they  inflict^  is  by 
£ir  the  most  numerous.  This  is  evident  from  the  ^(EBcta  pn^ 
duced  being  totally  disproportioned  to  the  mechanical  ifijuryy 
freauontly  producing  erysipelatic  inflammation,  vesides^  nicetSv 
awcilingof  the  wounded  party  with  redness  and  paint*--or  on  the 
contrary,  insensibility  and  nnmbness,  accompanied  by  fever,  pale» 
ness  of  the  countenance,  increased  flow  of  teara,  sweUiBg  of  the 
body,  trembling  of  the  limbs,  dqpression  <tf  the  vital  powers,  oM, 
sweats,  fainting,  spasms  and  convulsions. 

The  chemical  nature  of  these  poisons  is  jtotaDy  unknown ;  but 
their  production  does  not  seem  to  depend  on  the  irritation  of 
the  animal  when  inflicting  the  wound.  On  the  other  hand*  it 
seems  intimately  connected  with  the  temperatore  of  the  aUaos- 
phere,  as  many  insects,  which  are  ianoeeDt  in  winter,  and  odd 
climates,  become  dangerous  in  soramer,  and  in  hot  dimates. 

Mr  Joerdens  thai  proceeds  to  consider  the  influence  wfaicb 
the  season  of  the  year  and  atmospheric  tempeiatare,  the  aliment 
and  condition  of  the  insect,  and  the  age,  sex,  and  constitntioD  of 
the  person  wouiided,  have  upon  the  Sects  of  these  p€Uiona;  bui 
the  ready  explanation  which  he  has  constantly  coupled  wuh  bis 
atatements,  makes  us  strongly  suspect  that  they  are  derived  Iroia 
hypothesis  rather  than  obKrvation.  His  prefiMe  ia  concluded 
witli  a  very  general  account  of  the  remedies  to  be  used  against 
the  bites  and  stings  of  poisonous  insects. 

The  first  subdivision  Ireati  oi  those  bsects  which  live  cmly 
in  the  human  body,  and  can  propagate  themsdves  in  it  alooew 
These  are,  so  far  as  we  yet  know,  only  six  in  number :  the  Afusoa 
lepne^  Fulex  pruriginis  senilis,  Pediadus  kumatms  agniis^  smjmriSf 
find  pubis,  and  the  Aearus  scabiei.  He  commences  hk  ac^onnt 
of  the  first  of  these  with  the  foUowuig  judicious  observalioaa. 

'    '*  Foul  ulcers  of  all  kinds,  which  are  exposed  to  the  air,  and  the  tribes 

of  insects  inhabiting  it,  especially  in  warm  weather,  are  mmniosi  nestt 

for  certain  kinds  of  maggots  and  larvae.  This  was  known  to  the  smtieut 

.  <i  reeks,  as  I  »hall  have  occasion  patticularly  to  mentkm,  iHien  ifwiiing 
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of  ilici  huftfid*  under  certab  circttmstaiicet  odI j*   Galen  and  JSgiaeu 
U  were  acq tiaialed  with  the  fact ;  and  among  the  moderns,  it  is  most 
fuUjT  noticed  by  Hauptmann,  Lange,  Plater,  Sennert  and  Borclli,  but 
especially  by  Steenever,  who  has  not  only  supplied  the  exact  descrip-^ 
lion  of  these  magsots,  but  also  given  representations  of  them  in  their 
▼arious  states.    As  is  still  the  case«  at  that  time  too  general  conclu- 
sions were  derived  from  general  observations ;  and  because  worma 
and  insects  were  found  not  only  in  foul  ulcers  and  wound:!,  but  also 
in  various  cutaneous  eruptions,  they  were  considered  as  the  caua* 
es  of  most  diseases,  to  the  exclusion  of  miasmata.     Even  the  great 
Linn^  and  his  contemporaries  acceded  to  this  opinion,  and  added  to 
ks  popularity  by  the  authority  due  to  their  spirit  o^  investigation ;  and 
not  only  all  eruptions,  but  syphilis,  the  plague,  and  many  other  dis- 
eases, were  ascribed  to  worms  and  insects.     But  the  diversity  of  in* 
sects  found  in  different  cutaneous  diseases,  does  not  entitle  us  to  con* 
aider  them  as  their  cause,  but  rather  as  their  consequence.    For  every 
insect  which  derives  its  nourishment  firom  acrid,  fermenting  and  putrid 
aubatances,  does  not  therefore  thrive,  wherever  there  is  fermeotation 
or  potridity ;  but  different  degrees  of  these  are  congenial  to  different 
l:inda  of  insects*     Hence,  a  particular  insect  may  exclusively  be  nour« 
ished  in  particular  cutaneous  sores,  without  haviog  tiie  least  connexion 
with  its  form  or  malignity,  just  as  other  insects,  which  live  on  fresh  and 
entire  substances,  arc  not  indifferent  in  the  selection  of  their  food. " 

The  seooad  subdivisioo  is  allotted  to  those  inaecta  which  do  not 
inhabit  the  human  body,  but  are  remarkaUey  on  account  of  the 
inconveaienoes  or  diseaaes  which  they  occasioo  in  it.  These  are 
again  divided  into  three  sectiooa.  The  Cimex  lechdartus^  Oes^ 
trtis  homims^  Pulem  irriUtnSf  and  P.  pme^rans^  are  included  in 
tfae  first,  as  insects  which  commonly  and  especially  infest  the  hu* 
man  body.  The  second  section  contains  the  dcscriptioa  of  9^ 
apeciea,  which  cxily  injure  it  under  certain  circuoistanoesi  and 
the  third  section  is  devoted  to  those  insects  which  appear  in  the 
liisinsui  body  aa  a  very  uncommon  occurrepce ;  such  aa  insecta 
uDclcr  the  skin  and  in  the  muscles,  in  the  frontal  sinus,  in  the 
eyes,  in  the  raaxilkiry  sinus,  in  the  nose,  ears,  mouth,  trachea 
and  longs,  stomach,  intestines,  urinary  organs,  mammie  ahd 
fcmssle  organs  of  generation. 

Tlie  third  and  last  subdivision  of  this  third  section,  is  the 
liiatory  of  thoae  inaects  which  are  nourbhed  igid  propagated  ia 
tiie  dead  human  body  in  its  different  stages  of  decay. 

X'lie  second  volume  is  more  interesting  to  the  practitioner* 
It  contains  three  sections ;  the  first  treating  of  worms  peculiar  to 
ij^e  bunian  body  ;  the  second,  of  worms  only  occasionally  injuri- 
ous to  it  I  and  the  third,  of  those  accidentally  found  within  Uie 
[jmnsin  body:  and  in  anappcndix,  he  has  coi!ccted  tlie  historiea 
E>f  8<y0i0  undetermined  insects  and  worms,  of  fabulous  cases,  and 
jf  vatrious  arophibiai  aod  other  animals  said  to  liavc  been  found 
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in  the  human  body.    In  the  introductoty  chapter  tb  the  section 
on  intestinal  worms,  -Mr  Joerdens  states  at  great  lengdi  his 
grounds  for  believing  that  their  eggs  are  introduced  into  the  foetos 
with  the  blood  of  the  mother,  or  into  the  infant  with  the  idilk  of 
the  nurse.    From  the  latter  supposition,  he  draws  a  practical  con- 
clusion, that,  in  choosing  a  nurse,  we  should  be  particularly  careful 
that  she  never  has  been  afiected  with  worms.    He  al^  bints,  that 
the  saliva  may  be  the  means  of  introducing  the  ^ggs  of  intestinal 
worms,  in  those  countries  where  nurses  have  the  abominable  prac- 
tice of  previously  .chewing  the  food  they  give  to  infants.     But  be* 
sides  the  introduction  of  the  eggs,  a  certain  predisposition  is  ne- 
cessary for  their  development  in  the  intestinal  canal^  and  which 
seems  to  be  connected  with  a  warm  and  moist  atmosphere,  and 
the  deficiency  of  food,  or  the  use  of  unwholesome  food  in  times 
of  scarcity.    In  his  observations  on  the  symptoms,  diagnosis,  and 
method  of  cure  of  intesttnal  worms,  there  is  nothing  worth  notic- 
ing, except  that  he  nowherejmentions  the  oil  of  turpentine,  late- 
ly used  with  so  much  success,  as  a  remedy  ever  suggested.    The 
intestinal  worms  described  by  Mr  Joerdens  are — 

1.  Tricocq)halu$hominh» — This  worm  was  discovered  in  1760, 
by  Wagler,  and  is  rare-  It  is  most  commonly  found  in  the  coe* 
cum  of  persons  who  have  suffered  from  great  accumulations  of 
intestinnJ  mucus.  Nothing  certain  is  known  of  symptoms  pecu- 
liar to  its  presence,  or  of  the  means  most  successful  in  expelling 
it ;  but  Mr  Joerdens  recbmmends  saline  medicines,  from  thdr 
action  in  dislodging  intestinal  mucus. 

2.  Ascaris  vermtcularis.'^Of  the  numerous  accounts  of  these 
well  known  inhabitants  of  the  rectum,  Mr  Joerdens  thinks  that 
those  of  Goeze  and  Van  Phekum  alone  deserve  the  epithet  of 
classical.  They  are  easily  distinguished  from  young  lumbrid, 
by  the  vivacity  of  their  motions  when  exposed  to  the  ught.  .The 
anatomy  of  the  male  is  given  as  well  as  that  of  the  female ;  and 
suppositories  of  bacon,  to  which  they  often  adhere  in  heaps,  Bxt 
mentioned  among  the  remedies. 

8.  Ascaris  lumuricoides^  is  most  frequently  met  with  in  die  cce- 
cum  and  jejunum,  but  occasionally  fmds  his  way  into  the  large  in- 
testines and  stomach,  or  ci'eeps  into  the  pancreatic  or  biKary 
ducts,  and  sometimes  penetrates  throwh  the  coats  of  the  intes*- 
tines  into  other  parts  of  the  body,  iney  occasionally  produce 
the  most  violent  symptoms,  or  even  cause  death;  and  at  others, 
exist  in  great  numbers  without  being  suspected. 

4.  Ascaris  atephanostoma^  fronte  bicorne,  proboscide  acumi- 
nibusdu^ecimobsessa,  incisUris  corporis  quatuordecini,  cauda 
binda.     Habitat  in  canale  intestinali.  ' 

h.  Ascaris  conosma,  papillis  in  capite  obtuso  duobus,  xncisaril 
forponad^wa,  caada  simplice. .  Habitat  in  canale  intesticatt. 
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These  two  liew  worms  were  discharged  by  the  action  oF  cAlo^ 
mel  from  a  young  many  under  the  care  of  Professor  Bretschneider» 
and  were  examined  bv  Professor  Lenz  of  Jena,  and  preserved  ia 
his  collection.  They  differ  very  much  from  all  other  intestinal 
worms,  and  have  more  the  general  appearance  of  larvae  As 
they  have  considerable  resentblance  to  each  other,  and  occurred 
in  the  same  patient,  it  is  possible  that  they  are  the  male  and 
female. 

6.  Hamularia  lympkattca^  corpore  lineari,  teretiuscnloj  capi« 
te  obtuso,  infra  duobus  hamuli«i  prominentibus  instrocto.  Tnis 
fiiiibrm  worm  was  discovered  by  Treutler,  in  a  person  who  had 
died  of  phthisis,  in  the  glands  at  the  division  of  the  trachea  and 
bronchiae.  They  were  within  the  lymphatic  vessels,  adhering 
strongly  to  them  by  two  hooks.  The  vessels  were  much  enlarge 
ed,  and  their  valves  destroyed. 

Of  the  tape-worms,  he  describes  only  three  species,  the  tania 
stdiumi  vulgaris f  and  lata.  We  shall  say  nothing  of  these  at  pre- 
sent, as  we  shall  soon  have  occasion  to  notice  the  discoveries  of 
a  very  promising  young  naturalist  in  regard  to  them. 

The  next  section  treats  of  hydatids.     Those  described  are^ 

1.  Tania  visceralisy  vesicula simplice  inclnsa,  capitis  tubercnlia 
tribas,  totidemque  corporis  articulis,  basi  vmcae  aflTixis.  This 
was  found  by  Tretitler  on  the  inner  slightly  inflamed  peritonaeum 
of  a  woman  who  had  died  of  dropsy. 

2.  Tanta  muacularis  or  Finna  humana^  capsa  vaginali  cartila** 
gines,  vesicula  caudata  apicibus  obtusis.  These  are  found  in  the 
cellular  substance  among  the  muscles. 

S.  Tania pyriformis^  capite  globoso,  proboscide  obtusa,  papillia 
stigentibirs  quatuor  multnm  prominentibus,  bamulorum  serie  du« 
plici,  collo  tenui,  vesica  in  canda  pyriformi.  Fischer  found  these 
in  1788,  in  the  choroid  plexus  of  a  young  man  who  died  of  ar« 
dent  fever  $  but  he  knew  nothing  of  his  previous  history. 

4.  Tania  albopwtctata,  velamento  externo  capsulari,  capite  ses- 
sile^ papilla  suctoria  una,  una  tantnm  sex  bamulorum  corona^  ve« 
aica  in  cauda  rotunda.  These  were  also  found  in  the  elioroid 
plexus  of  a  woman  28  years  of  age,  who  had  become  dropsical 
after  an  obstinate  intermittent,  by  Treutler.  In  the  last  month  of 
her  life,  she  complained  of  great  weight  in  the  right  side  of  the 
occiput,  involuntary  flow  of  tears,  and  frequent  dimness  of  sight. 
She  slept  so  soundly,  that  she  was  witn  difiiculty  awakened. 
Her  hearing  and  speech  doily  diminished,  and  her  memoiy  left 
her  entirely^  She  lost  all  power  of  voluntary  motion,  so  that  she 
could  neither  bold  up  her  head,  nor  lift  an  arm  or  leg.  To  these 
were  added  convulsions  and  apoplectic  attack)^.  At  last  she  fell 
suddenly  dead,  when  she  seemed  to  be  recovering,  and  was  try- 
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ing  to  walk  about.  The  choroid  plexus  was  turgid  with  bloody 
and  varicose,  and  contained  1 4  hydatids  on  the  right  side,  and 
two  on  the  left. 

5.  Holycephaliis  hominh,  coronsTincorum  simpllci,  capite  imper- 
jfbrato  corporibusque  pyriformibus.  These  were  discovered  hj 
Meckel,  in  the  brain,  and  the  description  given  by  Zeder  from 
Goze's  posthumous  papers*  Zcder  himselF  afterwartls  found 
them  in  a  girl.  The  case  and  dissection  are  interesting.  A 
^ung  woman,  two  years  before  her  dealh,  became  affected  with 
neadach  and  gidch'ness.  An  year  and  an  half  afterwards,  she 
recovered  in  some  degi*ee,  and  lived  happily,  but  too  freely  for 
fiome  weeks,  until,  when  on  the  water,  in  an  oppressively  hot 
(}ay,  she  was  so  violently  attacked  with  headach  and  giddiness,, 
ihat  she  fell  down  senseless.  She  complained  of  distension  in 
the  forehead,  loss  of  memory  and  sight,  and  alternating  headach 
and  giddiness.  These  symptoms  increased  in  violence.  She 
eould  not  bear  the  least  light,  or  walk  erect,  but  went  straight- 
forward, with  her  body  bent,  and  struck  herself  against  bodies  in 
her  way,  like  sheep  affected  with  the  staggers.  At  last  she  died 
and  was  opened.  In  the  third  ventricle,  along  witli  water,  w&» 
found  a  particular  kind  of  hydatid,  containing  a  fluid  resembling 
a  solution  of  gum.  In  the  passage  to  the  a(]ueduct  of  Sylvius, 
and  partly  beneath  the  posterior  end  of  the  origin  of  the  left  optic 
nerve,  there  was  a  similar  hydatid,  larger  than  a  hen's  egg,  to 
which  three  smaller  ones  adhered.  lii  taking  it  out  it  burst,  and, 
besides  the  fluid  already  described,  it  contained  three  other  small- 
cr  ones.  The  tentorium  crrebelli  was  also  observed  to  be  pushed 
very  much  up,  and  on  taking  out  the  cerebellam-,  there  were 
found,  in  the  fourth  ventricle,  besides  water,  several  hydatids^ 
which  distended  it  so  that  it  could  hs,re  contained  a  hen's  egg.  In 
Ae  bottom  of  this  ventricle,  on  the  right  side,  there  was  an  in* 
durated  portion  the  size  of  an  almond,  of  a  yellowish  colour,  and 
as  if  covered  with  matter.  From  this,  other  indurations,  like 
catgut,  extended  in  various  directions.  There  v/ere  in  all  twelve 
hydatids  of  different  sizes,  besides  half  a  pint  of  water*. 

The  fifth  section  treaty  of  the  flat  worms  Fasciolse  or  Ligula. 

1.  Fasciola  Hepatica^  ovata  plana,  Bucholzii.  Habitat  in  vesi- 
eula  fellea.  An  original  observation  of  Bacholz  of  Weimar,  in 
which  the  gall-bladder  was  found  fi^lled  with  these  worms,  con- 
firms the  preceding  accounts  of  Bidk)o,  Bauhin,.and  Pallas.  The 
fcist  of  these  authors  says,  that  the  bodies  in  which  they  occur 
are  always  dropsical,  their  omentum  shrivelled,  their  kidneys  un- 
usually small,  and  their  liver  very  large,  the  gall  ducts  enormous- 
ly distended,  the  bile  tasteless,  thick  attd  granular,  and  almort  ali 
the  intestines  beset  with  hydatids. 
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^.  MeTAthjpidiumxpingukold^  labio  dfetixicto,  retractil! ;  tapit* 
in  fine  ostiis  sex  pertorato,  Cauda  curvata  j  ventre  bifurco.  The 
only  example  of  this  worm  was  found  by  Treutler  in  the  fat  of 
an  ovarium. 

3.  Hexathyf-idinm  venaf-ttm,  cofpore  elongatoj  depfe$so,  lance* 
olato ;  capite  labiato,  infra  poris  sex  ohsito ;  collo  indistincto  ^ 
dorsi  areola  ex  albo  eseruiea;  ventre  poris  duobus  dissectis;  cau* 
da  recta ;  margin^  nullo.  This  insect  was  extracted,  according 
to  Treutlcri  from  a  ruptured  hole  in  the  anterior  tibial  Vein;  but 
"we  must  confess  that  we  suspect  some  fallacy  in  the  observation, 
as  there  evidently  is  in  all  the  preceding  histories  of  worms  and 
insects  found  in  the  blood. 

The  infusory  animals  of  the  human  body,  we  pass  altcgethei^ 
over,  as  having  no  practical  interest. 

The  Hirudo  sanguisuga  and  H,  medicinalis  are  described  as  a*^ 
nimals  which  occasionally  fasten  on  thie  human  body.  The  ex- 
pedition to  Egypt  has  furnished  us  with  a  still  more  dangerous 
species,  which  is  swallowed  with  the  water,  and  fixes  on  the  in- 
side of  the  oesophagus  and  stomach. 

The  worms  which  penetrate  the  skin,  and  burrow  under  it,  ar^ 
the  Gm-dtus  aquaticus^  FUaria  Medinetisisj  and  Furia  infernalism 
The  first  is  supposed  by  our  author,  and  others,  to  be  a  frequent 
cause  of  paronychia.   To  the  history  of  the  second,  the  preceding 
Numbersof  this  Journalhave  furnished  no  inconsiderable  addition* 
The  existence  of  thd  third  is  highly  problematicaL    It  is  doubted, 
both  on  account  of  the  singularity  of  the  effects  ascribed  to  it^ 
and  the  very  few  instances  in  which  the  worm  has  been  discover- 
ed.   On  the  contrary,  Linnoeus  and  Solander  firmly  believe  they 
have  seen  it.     The  latter  expresses  himself  thus — **  Had  I  not 
seen  the  disease  with  my  own  eyes,  and  had  the  worm  an  my 
own  hand,  I  could  scarcely  have  believed  what  is  f elated  of 
it."    The  disease  ascribed  to  this  insect  is  a  carbuncle  or  boil, 
which  quickly  becomes  gangrenous,  and  terminates  fatally,  un« 
less  the  most  active  remedies  be  immediately  resorted  to,  or  the 
part  be  extirpated  by  the  knife,  or  actual  cautery.     A  disease  of 
this  kind  is  endemic  in  various  countries.    It  is  called  in  Bothnia, 
Ukatt  or  Shot;  in  Siberia,  Moro^vajalasma  or  phgae;  in  Tartary, 
Mohmoi  and  in  Franconia,  Flugbrand^  or'rapid  gangrene.    It  is 
ascribed  to  the  action  of  an  external  cause,  and  nominally  to  tb^ 
furia  infernalis ;  because  it  never  attacks  men  or  cattle  in  towns, 
bat  only  in  the  fiields;  because  it  always  commences  in  those  parts 
of  the  body  which  are  exposed  to  the  air,  in  a  single  point,  with 
an  acute  pain  like  the  prick  of  a  needle ;  because,  in  the  boil,  a 
red  or  bluish  point  is  seen  like  the  bite  of  an  insect ;  and,  lastlyi 
because  the  progress  of  the  disease  is  so  easily  eheckcdj  by  dv- 
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•troying  or  removinig  the  part.  Still,  however,  the  innmnerable 
unsuccessful  attempts  to  find  any  worm  in  the  seat  of  the  dis« 
ease ;  the  possibility  of  accounttnf^  for  the  disease  independently 
of  its  existence;  indeed,  the  similarity  of  some  of  its  descrip* 
jtions  with  a  disease  of  sheep,  called  the  sickness  in  the  Uood  b? 
our  Scots  shepherds,  and  tne  Target  of  some  parts  of  England, 
and  the  possibility  of  mistaking  the  core  or  nucleus  common  in 
4rarbuncles  for  a  worm,  induce  us  to  differ  from  our  author,  and 
to  disbelieve  its  existence* 

Of  the  remaining  sections,  eontamin^  the  histories  of  singular 
and  incredible  cases,  we  shall  say  nothing,  but  refer  the  curious 
to  the  work  itself.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  been  much  satisfied 
with  these  volumes,  and  with  the'  total  want  of  pretenMon  in 
their  author.  As  mere  con>piIations,  fliey  evince  much  industry 
^d  judgment,  but  they  are  frequently  enriched  with  or%inaI  ol^ 
iservations  of  interest  and  importance^  The  plates,  in  the  same 
manner,  consist  of  good  copies  from  the  best  originals,  with  the 
addition  of  some  figures  which  have  never  been  before  published* 


II. 

An  Essay  on  the  Disease  called  YeUaohFever^  with  Observations 
.  concerning  Febrile  Contagion^  Tophus  Fever^  Dysentery^  and 
the  Plague^  partly  delivered  at  the  Gtdstonian  Lectures  befone  the 
0>llege  tf  Fhyticians^  in  the  years  1806  and  1807.  Ry  Ei>- 
WARD  Nathaniel  Bancroft,  M-  D.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  Col- 
lege of  Physicians,  Physician  to  the  Army,  and  late  Physidaa 
to  St  George's  Hospital     8vo.    pp.  811.    London,  181  i. 

^Y^^  have  seldom  had  occasion  to  peruse  so  large  a  volume,  on 
-  *  medical  suliyect,  which  awakened  our  interestt  and  co- 
gagedour  attenUon  throughout,  so  uniformly  as  the  essay  befcra 
us.  The  subject,  indeed,  is  one  of  the  most  interestins  that  can 
occupy  the  consideration  of  the  medical  phUowpher.  For,  while 
the  occurrence  of  these  fatal  epidemic  diseases  is  connected  widi 
•o  many  important  political  evente  in  the  history  of  mankind, 

SuSL^lu  ^  ^^K  circumstances  in  the  physical  history  of  the 
!™  ^•'^"'^  ^^!^  ^^'^^  *^y  originate,  the  means  by  which 
icy  are  dissemmated,  and  consequenUy  the  expedienta  by  which 
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tliey  may  be  avoided,  prevented,  or  exterminated,  are  objects  of 
the  greatest  practical  importance.  It  is  not  easy,  indeed,  to  con- 
ceive the  extent  of  the  practical  evils  that  must  ensue,  when  a 
contagious  malady  is  mistaken  for  one  that  is  not  contagious ; 
or  when,  on  the  contrary,  an  epidemic,  destitute  of  any  contagi- 
ous properties,  is  believed  to  be  propagated  by  contagion  alone. 
TTie  former  error  has  perhaps  but  seldom  been  committed ;  for 
the  knowledge  and  terror  of  contagion  seem  to  have  existed  from 
tb^  earliest  ages.  But  the  latter,  from  the  influence  of  that  popu- 
lar terror,  and  from  the  extreme  difficulty  of  tracing  the  progress 
of  an  agent,  which  is  not  cognizable  by  the  senses,  and  is  known 
only  to  exi^t  by  its  remote  effects,  has,  doubtless,  but  too  oflen 
been  acted  upon,  with  an  aggravation  of  all  the  miseries  attendant 
on  so  terrible  a  calamity.  So  great,  however,  is  the  difficulty  just 
alluded  to,  that  not  only  the  mass  of  the  people,  but  the  profes- 
sional observers,  have  often  adopted  different  and  opposite  opi- 
nions, relative  to  the  nature  of  these  epidemics ;  and  that,  even 
in  our  own  times,  an  extensive  epidemic  seldom  occurs,  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  which  all  the  medical  spectators  concur  in  their 
opinions.  Of  this,  not  only  the  fevers  of  America  and  the  West 
Indies,  together  with  those  of  Spain,  but  even  the  recent  fevers, 
so  fatal  to  those  4engaged  in  the  expedition  to  Walcheren,  afford 
tts  examples. 

It  is  surely,  therefore,  a  most  important  object  of  inquiry,  to 
trace  the  circumstances  which  have  been  observed  to  be  common 
to  different  epidemics,  whether  as  to  the  local  peculiarities  of  si- 
tuation, temperature,  &c«  or  as  to  the  phenomena  of  the  diseases 
themselves;  whence  some  general  principle  may  be  deduced,  upon 
which  the  reasoning  of  future  observers  may  be  safely  conducted. 
This  is  the  object  of  Dr  Bancroft;  who  has  fehown  himself,  not 
only  from  his  extensive  personal  observation  of  epidemic  fevers, 
in  various  parts  of  the  world,  but  from  his  industry,  acuteness, 
and  general  as  well  as  professional  erudition,  eminently  qualified 
for  the  investigation  which  be  has  undertaken.  He  might,  we 
think,  have  condensed  his  materials  within  a  narrower  compass 
than  eight  hundred  pages,  without  much  diminishing  the  force 
of  his  inferences  I  but,  on  the  whole,  we  are  not  disposed  to 
quarrel  with  his  prolixity ;  since  a  question  of  this  nature  can 
only  be  finally  determined  by  the  most  ample  accumulation  of 
resectable  evidence ;  and  that  which  he  has  adduced,  appears 
to  be  highly  entitled  to  that  character. 

Of  this  mass  of  evidence,  however,  which  it  appeared  to  the 
author  necessary  thus  to  detail  at  length,  we  cannot  convey  the 
&>rce  and  substance  within  the  compass  of  an  article  like  the  pre* 
sent ;  We  fear^  thereforci  that  we  may  greatly  weaken  the  effect 
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pf  the.  argument  wjiich  he  has  adopted,  by  any  attempt  at  aU- 
ridgcment. 

After  pointing  out  tlie  inaccurate  nomenclature  which  the 
nos  -logists  and  other  writers  have  applied  to  yellow-fever,  and 
giving  nis  preference,  on  the  whole,  to  the  term  "  caustis^  "  or  ar- 
dent fever,  Dr  Bancroft  animadverts  on  the  want  of  precision 
with  which  the  term  YcIlow-fever  has  been  used,  and  to  which 
he  attributes  much  of  the  ambiguity  that  has  prevailed  respect- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease.  It  is  a  fact,  he  states,  that  in  all 
countries  in  which  the  atmospheric  heat,  during  certain  seasons, 
rises  usually  to  the  85th  degree  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  or 
hight  r,  all  fevers,  however  produced,  have  a  tend(»ncy  to  assume 
the  violent  and  dangerous  form  which  is  generally  considered 
as  the  characteristic  of  yellow-fever.  Nevertheless,  those  spo- 
radic fevers,  he  believes,  are  always  of  a  continued  type ;  where- 
as the  epidemic  yellow-fever  almost  always  shows  a  disposition 
to  remit,  unless  the  speedy  death  or  recovery  of  the  patient  pre- 
cludes a  second  paroxysm.  The  causes  of  sporadic  fever  arc 
well  known,  and  may  be  avoided  by  almost  everj'  individual  i  viz. 
intoxication,  and  other  exrcss(»8,  cold,  fatigue,  passions,  &c.  to- 
gether with  previous  or  subsequent  exposure  to  the  solar  heat. 

Alter  a  concise  detail  of  the  symptoms  of  the  remittent  or 
epidenic  yellow-fever,  the  author  observes,  that  when  it  termi- 
nates fatally,  it  is  generajly  the  consequence  of  some  irreparable 
injury  '.jving  occurred  either  in  the  brain  or  in  the  stomach, 
which,  lie  believes,  Jt>intly  suffer  in  every  case  more  or  less.  Bat 
herem^.ks, 

"  Tlio-p  who  die  from  an  affection  of  the  head,  generally  perish 
early  in  the  disease,  and  with  less  vomiting,  especially  of  blackish 
or  dark-coloured  maiters:  whereas,  on  the  otner  hand,  those  in 
whom  tills  last  symptom  greatly  predominates,  are  usually  found  to 
have  tli'ir  mental  faculties  clear,  though  oflen  much  weakened;  and 
they  seldom  expire  bef  re  the  eud  of  the  fourth,  or  the  beginuiog  of 
the  fifth  day.  '  (p.  17) 

In  cases  r>f  the  former  kind,  dissection  exhibits  unequivocal 
sigub  ot  inilammHtion  in  the  brain  and  its  membranes  ;  while  in 
the  latter,  indu  acions  of  inil^mmiation  in  the  stomach,  equally 
unequivocal,  are  tbund.  **  In  some  cases,  almost  the  whole  inner 
aurlacc  was  ihAamed  ;  very  rften  portions^  of  the  villous  coal 
were  abraded .  and  not  unfrequeutly  observed  floating  among  the 
contents  of  thui  viscuf^."  It  is  from  this  inflammation,  the  author 
contends,  that  the  black  vomit  (which  has  been  assumed  by  the 
Spaniards  as  the  a|;pellation  oi  the  fever)  arises,  and  not,  as  is 
erroneously  suppc^ed  hy  many,  from  morbid  bile.  From  dw 
merous  dissections,  made  by  Dr  Pliysick,  of  New  York,  ithai 
been  proved,  that,  in  tliese  cases,  the  liver  is  rarely  found  disea«- 
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^,  bat  the  stomach  always;  that  the  black  malter  was  never 
discovered  in  the  gall' bladder,  or  the  liver;  that  the  stomach 
has  been  seen  loaded  with  it,  wlvle  the  bile  in  the  gaU-blidder 
was  in  its  natural  Wealthy  state,  and  the  liver  free  from  disease  $ 
and  even  in  several  case^^,  when  a  contraction  of  the  pylorus  had 
completely  obstructed  the  passa;Te  from  the  dtiodcnam  into  the 
stomach.  The  matter  of  black  vomit,  besides,  cliffcrs  entirely 
in  all  its  properties,  in  colour,  and  tas,te^  from  bila  In  many 
<:ases,  the  black  substance  was  found  adhering  to  portions  of  th« 
inner  surbce  of  the  stomach,  which,  when  this  was  removed^ 
were  found  inflamed,  when  there  was  no  inflammation  in  other 
psirta.  The  yellowtiess  of  the  skin,  however,  is  derived  from 
hiie ;  but  not  from  a  redundance  of  the  secretion,  Dr  Bancroft 
b.^lieves,  but  probably  from  a  regurgitation,  or  forcing  of  the 
biie  into  the  hepatic  veins,  in  consequence  of  the  violent  con- 
TuUivc  action  of  the  diaphragm  and  abdominal  muscles  in  vo« 
miting.  In  a  similar  v/ay,  he  f^upposes,  the  jaundice  is  produ- 
ced, which  speedily  follows  the  bite  of  vipers,  and  other  poison- 
ous animals,  when  convulsive  vomiting  is  excited,  sometimes  e- 
ven  within  an  hour,  according  to  Mead.  Similar  yellowness 
has  been  also  the  speedy  result  of  eating  certain  poisonous  fungi 
in  Europe,  and  fishes  in  tl>e  East  and  West  Indies. 

nie  two  dtsenscs  with  which  the  yellow-fever  has  been  con- 
founded by  some  writers,  and  between  which  and  the  latter  Dr 
Bancroft  deems  it  necessary  to  establish  the  diagnosis,  are  the 
plague  and  typhus.  From  the  plague  the  yellow-fever  differs, 
inoi^much  as  it  occurs  exclusively  under  a  degree  of  heat,  which 
would  certainly  destroy  or  stop  the  progress  of  the  plague.  It  is 
not  acompanicd  with  the  glandular  and  cutaneous  affections 
called  buboes  and  carbancles— it  is  always  attended  by  a  violent 
febrile  paroxysm  which  is  not  absolutely  essential  to  the  plague — 
and  it  very  rarely  attacks  negroes,  and  affects  them  nuicn  less 
violently  than  whites  living  under  the  same  circumstances. 

**  Yellow  fever  differs  from  typhcts  in  the  fi>ilowing  circumstances; 
VIZ.  it  prevails  only  during  or  immediately  after  very  hot  seasons, 
in  which  typhus  is  soon  extinguished  ;  and  it  is,  in  its  turn,  com- 
pletely extinguished  upon  the  accession  of  cold  weather,  in  which 
typhus  is  commonly  most  prevalent ;— it  attacks  most  readily  and 
most  violently  the  young  and  robust,  over  whom  typhus  is  allowed 
to  have  the  least  power  ; — ^it  begins  with  much  greater  exertions  of 
the  living  power  than  typhus,  is  attended  with  many  different  sym-  • 
ptoms,  and  terminates  much  sooner; — it  is,  besides,  disposed  to  re* 
nut,  and  it  frequently  changes  into  a  regular  remittent,  and  some- 
times  even  into  an  intermittent  fever,  which  true  typhus  is  never  ob- 
served to  do.  There  are  some  other  important  circumstances  in 
which  die  three  diseases  differ  from  each  other  \  but  these  are  re* 
served  for  another  place. "    {  p-  5 1 . ) 
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Contagion  is  one  of  the  principal  circumstances  here  alluded 
to,  and  will  come  under  our  notice  presently.     On  the  subject  of 
the  treatment  of  yellow-fever,  the  observations  of  Dr  Bancroft 
appear  to  be  exceedingly  judicious ;  and,  though  brief,  connpre^ 
bend  perhaps  all  that  can  be  inculcated  as  to  the  general  prin- 
ciples upon  which  the  disease  is  to  be  conducted  through  its 
course :  for  he  properly  disclaims  the  intention  of  recommend- 
ing any  particular  mode  of  practice  that  can  be  applicable  to  tlie 
several  forms  and  varieties  of  the  disease.     With  respoct  to 
blood'letting^  he  is  of  opinion,  thatdiosc  systematic  writers  who 
proscribe  it  altogether,  on  the  supposition  that  the  fevers  of  hot 
climates  are  usually  of  a  ptUnd  nature,  have  been  led  into  this 
mistake,  in  consequence  of  the  rapidity  with  which  the  sym- 
ptoms denoting  putridity  (to  use  the  common  phrase)  often  su- 
pervene, and  which  has  led  them  to  overlook  the  violent  and 
exhausting  symptoms  which  precede  the  latter,  and  are  in  btct 
tiie  cause  of  them.    The  hard,  fuU,  and  strong  pulse — the  dis- 
tressing sense  of  universal  distension — the  red,  starting,  watery 
eye,  and  the  parched  skin,  (not  to  mention  the  unequivocal  ap- 
pearances generally  exhibited  on  dissection),  are  sufficiently  de- 
monstrative of  the  inflammatory  nature  of  the  disease  in  the 
commencement,  in  th^  violent  cases.    If,  however,  the  opera- 
tion of  blood* letting  be  not  performed  very  earlvy  as  within  twen- 
ty-four, or  even  twelve  hours,  from  the  attack,  the  mischief  is 
probably  advanced  beyond  the  reach  of  this  remedy.     The  au- 
thor allows,  however,  that  there  are  cases,  in  which  bleeding 
may  be  superfluous,  or  even  detrimental :  the  necessity  of  the  e- 
vacuation,  and  the  extent  to  which  it  should  be  cjurried,  can  on- 
ly be  determined  by  the  vigour  of  the  patient,  and  by  the  vio- 
lence and  previous  duration  of  the  inflammatory  symptoms.    In 
regard  to  the  external  application,  as  well  as  internal  use  of  cttid 
WUer^  Dr  Bancroft  bears  ample  testimony  to  the  accuracy  of 
the  principles  laid  down  by  Dr  Currie,  and  to  the  salutary  in- 
fluence of  the  remedy.     He  refers  to  a  number  of  passages  in  the 
writings  of  Hippocrates,  in  which  similar  practice  was  adopted 
and  recommended,  as  well  as  by  some  more  modern  authorities 
in  proof  of  the  existence  of  similar  practice,  and  of  its  decided 
efiicacy  both  in  the  fevers  of  the  East  and  West  Indies.     With 
a'  view  to  obtain  the  reduction  of  the  morbid  temperature,  with- 
out fatiguing  the  patient,  he  advises  the  spreading  of  a  single 
wetted  sheet  over  him  as  he  lies  in  bed.    I^urgaiives^  of  such  a 
nature  as  not  to  offend  the  stomach  by  their  bulk  or  quality, 
and  as  to  produce  two  evacuations  daily,  are  deemed  necessary ; 
especially  calomel,  with  jalap,  gamboge,  or  similar  medicines. 
Emetics  zltc  condemned  by  Dr  Bancroft,  and,  we  think,  upon 
•ound  and  rational  grounds :  namely. 
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*'  First,  that  they  commonly  fail  in  their  principal  object  of  re- 
moTing  nauseat  which  is  very  apt  to  continue,  and  even  in  a  greater 
degree  than  before  ;  for  this  symptom  rarely  proceeds  from  any  load 
of  undigested  food,  or  bile,  or  phlegm  in  the  stomach,  but  seems 
rather  to  proceed  from  other  causes,  such  as  sympathy  with  the 
morbid  state  of  the  brain,  or  of  the  surface  of  the  body,  or  else  from 
an  inflammatory  affection  of  the  coats  of  the  stomach  itself;  and 
these  are  causes  which  emetics  have  little  power  to  remove.  Se- 
condly,  the  patient  cannot  vomit  without  making  violent  efforts, 
which  will  exhaust  his  strength,  increase  the  circulation,  and  propel 
a  large  quantity  of  blood  into  the  head,  where  it  may  occasion  the 
most  serious  mischief.  Thirdly,  there  is  a  peculiar  tendency  in 
«>a  warm  temperature,  to  render  the  stomach  and  intestines  relaxed,  ir- 
ritable,  and  liable  to  inflammation ;  hence  the  great  prevalence  of 
cholera  morbus,  and  dysentery,  in  all  countries^  towards  the  end  of 
summer  and  autumn;  and  this  natural  effect  of  beat  is,  in  no  disease, 
more  perceptible  than  in  the  yellow- fever,  in  which  a  disposition  to 
vomit  is  usually  a  very  early  symptom,  and  one  of  the  most  diiR* 
cult  to  allay,  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  fatal,  if  not  allayed ;  for 
what  is  properly  understood  by  the  term  of  the  Black  Vomit,  rarely 
occurs,  except  as  a  sequel  to  frequent  vomitings :  nor  can  we  be 
surprised  at  the  remarkable  frequency  of  this  disposition  to  vomit, 
since  we  learn,  from  very  numerous  dissections,  that  the  stomach  is 
more  or  less  inflamed  in  most  of  those  who  have  died  of  tlie  yeU 
]ow»fever.  Instead,  therefore,  of  prescribing  emetics  in  this  disor* 
der,  it  soon  became  my  chief  anxiety,  while  attending  the  sick  in 
military  hospitals,  in  the  West  Indies,  to  calm  the  irritation  of  the 
stomach  by  every  possible  means  ;  and  1  had  full  employment  in  this 
occupation,**  &c.  (p.  |55*  et  seq.) 

Dr  Bancroft's  reasons  for  not  joining  in  the  general  commen- 
dation bestowed  upon  sudarificsf  in  this  fever,  appear  to  be  equal- 
ly sound* 

**  l&t.  They  do  not  seem  to  be  at  all  necessary ;  because  a  natural 
perspiration  will  readily  ensue,  as  soon  as  the  excess  of  heat  above 
the  standard  of  health  has  been  removed,  which  can  be  accomplished 
rndth  oertakUy  by  the  proper  application  of  cold  water  to  the  surface 
of  the  body.  2dly,  The  means  by  which  a  perspiration  is  to  be  ex- 
cited are  not  altogether  innocent*  ** 

The  author  explains  this,  by  adding,  that  these  medicines  are 
apt  to  increase  the  irritability  of  the  stomach,  and  the  disposi- 
tion to  vomit ;  or,  if  they  fail  to  excite  diaphoresis,  they  in- 
crease the  heat,  and  the  determination  to  the  head,  and  tend  to 
lengthen  the  paroxysm.  Dr  Bancroft  recommends  the  earlj 
use  of  bark  and  cordtalSf  i,  e.  as  soon  as  the  febrile  commotion  of 
the  first  paroxysm  is  subsi4ing.  It  should,  however,  be  a  rule, 
be  adds^  not  to  give  bark  in  this  disorderi  till  the  period  above' 
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mentioned ;  "  for  if  it  be  given  when  there  is  a  parched  skin,  a 
bard  pidsc,  a  dry  tongue,  great  heat  and  pain  at  the  stoniacfat  or 
delirium,  it  will  generally  be  found  to  increase  and  prolong  these 
$yniptonis»"  (p.  76);  an  observation^  we  betieve,  of  universal 
upplication  in  febrile  diseases. 

On  the  subject  of  mercury^  as  a  remedy  in  yellon^'feTery  our 
author's  observations  appear  to  be  equally  consistent  with  ra- 
tional views  of  its  operation,  and  with  the  most  correct  observa- 
tions of  experienced  practitioners.  Administered  so  as  to  pro- 
duce salivation^  its  good  effects  have  appeared  to  Dr  Bancroft, 
during  many  opportunities  of  witnessing  its  operation,  extreme- 
ly equivocal.  Dr  Rush  has  candidly  stated,  tiiat  in  the  hospit<nl 
at  Philadelphia,  **  where  bleeding  was  sparingly  used,  and  where 
the  physicians  depended  chiefly  upon  salivation,  more  than  mt 
half  died  of  all  the  patients  who  were  admitted,"  (Med.  Inq, 
and  Obs.  V.  128.)  Our  author  believe^:,  that  the  good  effecu 
of  the  mercurial  treatment  liave  been  greatly  exaggerated  ;— 
'^  that  many  persons  have  died  of  the  fever  in  question,  altlioujfa 
mercury,  administered  externally  or  internally,  had  produced  a 
copious  salivary  discharge; — and  that,  in  ver)'  many  others  wito 
have  recovered,  this  discharge  did  not  begin  until  after  a  solu- 
tion, or  a  great  mitigation  of  the  disease  had  evidently  taken 
place,  which  solution  or  mitigation,  therefore,  could  not  have 
been  the  rffect  of  the  salivation* "  p.  84.  As  large  quantities  of 
mercury  were  often  given  to  patients  (who  subsequently  died), 
without  producing  any  obviotis  effect,  either  on  the  bowds  or 
on  the  salivary  glands,  Dr  Bancroft  thinks  it  fajr  to  infer, 
that  the  system  Lad,  in  these  cases,  already  sunk  into  a  greet 
general  torpor,  or  deficient  excitability ;  and  that,  on  the  con- 
trary, where  patients  recovered,  viheii  salivation  took  place,  both 
the  salivation  and  the  recovery  must  be  ascribed  to  the  unioi* 
paired  state  of  the  vital  powers,  or  excitabilitVy  which  remained; 
and  that  the  one  was  not  the  cau.^e  of  the  othcn  Dr  Bancroft, 
however,  deems  the  use  of  mercury,  as  a  purgative^  "  higiily  be- 
neficial ;  "  and  into  this  quality  we  have  generally  been  diipotsed 
to  believe  that  its  reported  efficacy  in  all  fevers  is  to  be  resolved. 

We  have  thus  detailed  the  substance  of  the  •*  First  Part "  of 
this  work.  The  remaining  four  Parts,  occupying,  together  with  a 
close-printed  Appendix,  upwards  of  seven  hundred  pages,  ccm* 
tain  the  arguments  and  ample  evidence  in  favour  of  the  nos-con- 
tagious  nature  of  tlie  yellow-fever,  the  establishment  of  which 
is  the  main  ol^ect  of  this  elaborate  publication  ;  together  with 
some  observations  on  typhus,  and  on  the  plague.  It  will  be 
impossible  to  communicate  more  than  the  general  condusionsY 
to  which  the  author  has  arrivedj  upon  ti^  various  que^Uons 
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which  occupy  his  attention  in  the  course  of  this  inquiry,  with* 
put  attempting  to  compress  into  our  limits  tlic  substance  of  th^ 
evidence  on  which  they  are  grounded,  and,  therefore,  we  arc 
conscious  thai  we  cannot  do  justice  to  the  author.  But  we  may 
state,  in  genera],  that  we  have  seen  few  medical  quei^tions  dis* 
cussed  with  a  more  enlarged  view  of  facts,  or  a  more  lucid  ar- 
rangement of  the  materials  collected  from  numerous  sources  j 
ancTthat  the  author  has,  in  our  opinion,  p-one  farther  to  sub- 
stantiate, with  few  exceptions,  the  inferences  which  he  has  form- 
ed,  than  any  preceding  writer  on  the  subject. 

Before  he  inquires  into  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  yellow-fe- 
ver, Dr  Bancroft  enters,  at  considerable  length,  into  the  discus*^ 
sion  of  two  questions  which  he  deems  it  necessary  to  determine 
previously :  namely,  1-  •'  Whether  all  fevers  are  naturally  con- 
tagious ?  ^  as  Drs  Cleghorn,  R.  Flamilton,  Clarke,  Fordyce,  and 
some  others  have  maintained  $  and,  2.  "  Whether  a  fever, 
strictly  contagious,  can  be  generalvd,  b}'  an  accumulation  of  filth, 
or  of  putrefying  or  putrid  matters,  or  by  tlie  crowding  of  heal* 
thy  persons  into  confined  or  unventilaled  places  ?  *'  In  replying 
in  the  negative  to  the  first  question*  Dr  Bancroft  quotes  from 
die  writings  of  Lind,  Badenoeh,  Trotter,  Clarke,  &c.  several 
histories  of  the  occurrence  of  severe  and  most  fatal  fevers  oa 
Clipboard,  all  of  which  were  confined  to  the  individuals  voko  bad 
dept  on  shore,  on  the  coast  of  Africa  and  Asia,  or  the  islands  ad-> 
joining  them,  and  were  of  the  remitting  type,  and  never  seized 
any  one  person  in  the  ships  who  had  not  been  on  shore  exposed 
to  miasmata. 

The  second  question  involves  the  consideration  of  an  exten^ 
sive  detail  of  facts,  which,  after  some  inconclusive  reasoning  on 
the  necessary  identity  of  the  origin  of  contagion  in  all  coses,  and 
the  necessary  variety  of  contagious  fevers,  if  they  originated 
from  various  collections  of  putridity,  the  author  admits  to  be 
the  only  ground  for  determming  the  matter.     His  first  details 

So  to  disprove  the  supposition,  that  putrid  animal  substances, 
owever  offensive  to  the  organs  of  sense,  or  however  copiously 
and  widely  diffused,  are  capable  of  generating  fever  or  conta^ 
|2:ion  ;  although  it  is  admitted  that,  in  privies  and  other  confined 
places,  they  sometimes  give  out  vapours  so  condensed  and  noxi- 
ous as  to  produce  asphyxia,  and  occasionally  death,  in  those  who 
inspire  them.  The  exhumations  at  Dunkirk  in  i783,  and  those 
in  the  church-yard  of  the  Saints  Innocents  at  Paris,  in  1786, 
%vere,'  indeed,  upon  so  large  a  scale  as  to  decide  this  question. 
In  the  latter  case  nearly  20,000  bodies  were  taken  up,  in  every 
stage  of  putrefaction  ;  and  a  considerable  part  of  the  work  was 
carried  on  during  the  greatest  heats  of  summer ;  yet  no  febrile 
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disorder  was  occasioned  by  this  immense  mass  of  corniption. 
(Journ.  de  Physique,  for  1791.  Ann.  de  Chimie,  Tom.  VI.) 
Besides  some  other  facts  mentioned  in  the  text,  the  author  has 
inserted  in  his  II.  Appendix  several  additional  documents  in 
proof  of  the  healthiness  of  persons  living  in  the  midst  of  the 
most  offensive  exhalations  IVom  putrefyinjEf  matter  with  perfect 
impunity.  But  upon  this  point,  it  is  altogether  unnecessary  for 
us  to  dilate,  as  the  harmlessness  of  such  exhalations  has  been 
abundantly  demonstrated  by  Dr  Chisholai,  in  his  able  essay  an 
that  subject,  inserted  in  this  Journal  *. 

With  respect  to  the  second  branch  of  this  question,  the  faOa- 
ry  of  the  general  opinion  may  perhaps  not  be  so  easily  demon- 
Btrable.     It  is  now,  we  believe,  commonly  admitted,  that,  to  use 
the  words  of  Dr  Cullen,  "  The  effluvia  constantly  arising  from 
the  human  body,  if  long  retained  in  the  same  place,  without  be- 
ing dilfiised  in  the  atmosphere,  acquire  a  sin;Fular  virulence,  and 
in  that  state,  being  applied  to  the  bodies  of  men,  they  become 
the  cause  of  a  fever  which  is  highly  contagious.  **     (First  Lioes, 
5  Ixxxi.)     In  this  way,  it  is  supposed  that  fyp/tus  is  usually  gene- 
rated in  the  habitations  of  the  poor,  in  jails,  hospitals,  and  other 
close  situations:  and  the  supposition  seems  to  be  countenanced 
by  the  frequent  occurrence  of  this  fever  where  no  communica* 
lion  of  contagion  can  possibly  be  traced, — by  its  almost  exclo- 
aive  prevalence  in  such  situations, — and  by  the  facility  with 
which  its  progress  is  arrested  by  those  means  which  obviate  the 
accumulation  of  human  effluvia ;   namely,  by  cleanliness  and 
ventilation.     We  admit,  however,  that  these  are  by  no  means 
incontrovertible  proofs  of  the  fact,  but  are  capable  of  explanation 
upon  other  principles;  and  we  acknowledge  the  difficulty,  stated 
by  Dr  Bancroft,  of  conceiving  how  these  contagious  proper- 
ties  are  acquired  by  the  accumulation  of  the  effluvia:  we  must, 
however,  allow,  that  Dr  Bancroft  has  collected,  with  singular 
industry  and  felicity,  a  considerable  number  of  instances,  where 
the  supposed  cause  existed  in  full  force,  without  giving  rise  to 
its  imputed  effects.     As  far  as  negati've  arguments  avail,  these 
.statements  are  weighty. 

Dr  Bancroft  quotes  the  accounts,  given  by  various  navigaton 
and  travellers,  of  the  close,  almost  subterraneous,  hov^  in 
which  the  inhabitants  of  the  arctic  regions  **  stew  '^  themselves 
for  half  the  year,  without  any  ventilation,  together  with  their 
•emi-putrid  provisions,  their  excrements,  and  every  species  of 
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filthy  scarcely  ftupportable  to  those  who  have  visited  them.  Yet 
it  is  asserted  by  Lessep,  Pennant,  Guthrie,  De  Mertens,  and 
many  other  respectable  writers,  that  fever  of  any  kind  is  raro 
among  these  people,  and  that  thjeir  health  does  net  materially 
sufier,  onder  these  circumstances,  except  from  the  scurvy.  In 
wanner  climates,  again,  the  testimony  of  the  respectable  Dr  Lind, 
of  Dr  Trotter,  Dr  Gardner,  Lord  Anson's  chaplain  (Mr  Walter), 
and  others,  is  adduced,  to  show  that,  in  the  African  slave-  ships, 
in  which  the  negroes  were  conveyed  across  the  Atlantic,  in  au 
atmosphere  more  close,  and  **  more  offensively  impregnated  with 
human  exhalations,  excretions,  and  excrement,  than  could  pro- 
bablv  be  found  in  any  other  place  of  confinementi"  yet  infecti« 
OUB  fevers  were  **  scarce  known  "  (Lind)  in  these  bhips  ;— -*'  con* 
tagious  fevers  are  not  their  diseases. "  (Trotter). 

Dr  Lind  states,  that  in  the  Panther,  of  64  guns,  there  were 
graerally  90  patients  sick,  and  crowded  into  the  most  unwhole« 
acme  part  of  the  ship,  without  the  possibility  of  ventilation,  so 
as  to  render  it  most  offensive  and  suffocating,  and  to  disable 
ihe  surgeon  from  remaining  long  in  the  p&ce.  The  scurvy 
was  much  aggravated  by  thb  condition ;  '<  yet  out  of  above 
one  hundred  patients,  sent  to  the  hospital  by  this  surgeon,  not 
one  was  remarked  to  have  anv  symptom  of  contagion  generat- 
ed in  that  apartment ''  Similar  facts,  equally  strong  in  corro- 
boration of  this  negative  conclusion,  occurred  in  the  vessel 
which  conveyed  the  French  exiles  to  Cayenne,  in  September 
1797;  in  Lord  Anson's  ship,  the  Centurion,  after  the  capture  of 
the  Spanish  galleon,  in  174>2,  &€•  In  an  appendix  (IIL),  the 
author  proves  most  satisfactorily,  that  the  disease,  which  affected 
Mr  Holwell  and  the  survivors  of  the  imprisonment  in  the  black- 
hole  at  Calcutta,  was  not  contagious  fever;  and  in  the  following 
appendix  (No.  IV.)  he  develops,  with  great  ingenuity  and  saga* 
city,  the  nature  of  the  diseases  which  occurred  at  what  have 
been  called  the  Black  Assizes  at  Oxford,  in  1577,  and  at  the 
Old  Bailey  in  1750,  especially  the  latter ;  for  the  former,  indeed^ 
is  involved  in  great  obscurity.  It  is  clear,  that  the  disorder, 
which  occurrea  at  Oxford,  was  not  contagious ;  and  it  proved 
fatal  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  typhus  is  wont  to  kill,  viz. 
within  40  hours.  The  writers  of  the  time  doubt,  whether  it 
arose  ^*  from  the  noisome  smell  of  the  prlsonerj»,  or  from  the 
damp  ground. " 

Witti  respect  to  the  fever  which  originated  in  the  Old  Bailey, 
at  the  spring  sessions,  1750,  Dr  Bancroft  enters  into  an  elaborate 
investigation,  which  we  regret  that  we  have  not  room  to  follow. 
Jt  is  admitted  by  published  accounts,  that  there  was  no  particular 
disease  either  in  Newgate  itself,  or  in  the  pri^ners  broaght  te 
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tlie  bar.  Dr  Bancroft  has  given  ns  a  plan  af  the  conrt,  in  oofi«o- 
quence  of  the  circumstance,  that  the  Lord  Mbjror,  and  tkose  on 
bis  left,  and  on  the  left  side  of  the  court,  were  alone  seised  with 
the  fever.  On  account  of  the  crowded  and  heated  state  of  the 
court  on  that  daj,  a  lar^  window  in  front,  and  on  the  lefi  hand 
of  the  hall,  wa^  opened,  into  which  a  strong  and  cold  easterly 
wind  entered.  A  greater  number  of  prisoners  had  been  tried  the 
preceding  day,  but  the  court  being  thin,  no  window  was  opened, 
plow  it  is  obvious,  that  in  the  direction  of  this  stream  of  cold*  air, 
all  the  sickness  was  produced,  and,  therefore,  that  it  '*  contained 
and  conveyed  the  morbid  influence,  whatever  it  was,  that  oc- 
casioned the  fever. "  Unfortunately,  respecting  the  kind  of  fever 
that  was  produced,  no  accurate  account  is  extant.  It  was  said 
to  have  been  inflammatory  in  the  beginning,  but  not  to  bear  large 
evacuations;  and  Sir  J.  P^ingle  observes,  that  some  .escaped  with- 
out a  fever  **  by  a  looseness  coming  on,  which  was  easily  cured. '' 
Kone  of  the  persons  affected  communicated  the  disease  to  others. 
From  these,  and  other  circumstances,  Dr  Bancroft  is  dispoaed  to 
conclude,  that  the  operation  of  a  partial  stream  of  cold  air,  operat- 
ing on  persons  debilitated  by  excessive  heat,  long  fastings  and 
mental  fatigue,  is  sufficient  to  account  for  the  disease  and  mor- 
tality which  ensued. 

In  order  to  prove  still  farther  that  contagious  fever  is  not  ge^ 
nerated  by  crowding,  filth,  and  deficient  ventilation,  Dr  Bancroft 
adduces  an  additional  store  of  negative  evidence,  upon  no  less 
authority  than  that  of  the  able  and  philanthropic  Mr  Howard, 
and  from  other  respectable  sources.  Mr  Howard^  found  no  ty- 
phus in  Switzerland,  where  Tissot  never  saw  it ;  or  in  the 
<«  close  *'  and  "  loathsome  '*  cells  in  the  prisons  of  Venice,  or  in 
those  of  Naples,  &c.  ••  From  the  heat  of  the  climate,  '*  he  says, 
*  one  might  imagine  the  jail-fever  would  be  very  likely  to  pre- 
vail; but  /  did  not  find  it  in  any  of  theprisofis, "  Dr  Mounsey, 
who  lived  long  in  Russia,  was  surprised  to  find  that  no  such  disease 
as  Sir  J.  Pringle  described,  was  to  be  found  in  the  crowded  pri- 
sons of  that  country, even  at  Moscowand  Petersburgh.  Sauvages 
refers  entirely  to  Huxham  and  Pringle  for  all  that  he  relates  of 
the  tifpkus  carccrum.  Mr  Howard  concluded  his  inquiries  upon 
diis  topic  in  these  words.  ^*  If  it  were  asked  what  is  the  caose 
of  the  iailfisver  ?  it  would  in  general  be  readily  replied,  the  want 
of  fresh  air  and  cleanliness ;  but "  he  adds,  <^  as  I  faavb  found,  in 
aome  prisons  abroad,  cells  and  dungeons  as  offensive  and  dirtt^  as 
any  I  have  observed  in  this  country,  where,  however,  this  Ah^ 
VtmipeTwasunkncnxm^  I  am  obliged  to  look  out  for  some  addition- 
al caoae  for  its  production. ''  This  additional  cause,  Dr  Bancroft 
•ffirpdSy  ^  can  be  no  other  than  the  contagion  thereof,  which. 
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however  prevalent  in  this  kingdom,  has  no  existence  in  most 
other  countries ;  and  where  it  does  not  exist,  there  is  good  rea* 
son  to  Gonchide  that  the  true  jail  or  typhus  fever  never  occurs^ 
though  other  fevers  have  been  frequently  mistaken  for  it.  "— 
p.  150. 

The  third  Part  of  this  work  treats  of  "  the  causes  of  the  yel- 
fow-fever. "     After  enumerating  several  fiicts,  in  proof  of  the 
existence  of  marsh  miasmata,  and  of  their  power  of  producing^ 
remitting  arid  intermitting  fevers,  the  great  causes  of  mortality^ 
especiaUy  in  hot  climates,  the  author  proceeds  to  examine  inta 
the  origin,  nature^  and  constituent  principles  of  these  mias« 
luata.     He  adduces  ample  and  demonstrative  evidence,  that 
mere  aqueous  vapour  is  incapable  of  producing  fever,  contrary^ 
to  the  hypothetical  assertions  of  Dr  Fordyee,  respecting  the  un- 
wholesome climate  of  Batavia.     The  principal  proofs  are,  that, 
while  at  sea  for  months,  sailors  are  generally  extremely  healthy  ; 
that  no  set  of  men  are  more  uniformly  strong  and  healthy  thait 
the  Newfoundland  fishermen,  who  are  usually  enveloped  in  the 
dampest  fogs  for  several  months  together ;  tliat  while  persons 
living  on  shore,  on  unwholesome  islands,  &c»  as  at  Walcheren^ 
SLTe  speedily  attacked  with  fevers,  those  who  remain  on  ship-board 
at  a  little  distance  from  the  land,  entirely  escape  them  ;  and  that 
the  Occurrence  of  these  fevers  has  frequently  been  prevented  by 
laying  swampy  ground  under  water,  under  which  circumstances 
llie  moisture  of  the  atmosphere  must  be  highly  augmented. 

What  then  is  the  noxious  matter  of  these  miasmata  ?  The  mi« 
neral  part  of  the  soil  is  not  vaporizable  in  any  natural  heat ;  and 
animal  substancesdo  not  appear  capable  of  producing  fever.  Dr 
Bancroft  concludes^  therefore,  that  the  morbiiic  exhalations  \n 
question  arise  wholly  from  **  the  mutual  decomposition  of  vege- 
table matters  md  water  ;  "  and  that  those  swampy  grounds  are 
most  Ukely  to  emit  them,  which  contain  the  largest  proportion 
sf  such  matters,  and  in  which  the  decomposition  is  most  rapid 
md  complete.  The  exhalations  from  macerating  hemp  and  flax 
ire  well  known  in  Italy  to  produce  fevers ;  and  those  arising 
Tom  fae^ps  of  decaying  indigo,  in  the  Eabt  and  West  Indies^ 
lave  produced  the  same  effects* 

According  to  the  greater  or  less  prevalence  of  the  circum- 
tances,  then,  favouring  the  decomposition  just  mentioned,  such 
IS  moisture,  air,  and  certain  degrees  of  heat,  will  be  the  preva- 
ence  or  absence  of  these  fevers.  Hence  excessive  di\>uphts  are 
infavoarable  to  the  production  of  these  fevers,  which  become 
ery  prevalent  whenever  the  droughts  are  suddenly  terminated 
►y  irequent  rains;  and,  on  tlie  other  hand,  excessively  wet  sea- 
eusy  which  inundate  swampysoils^  also  prevent  the  productiua 
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of  fevers,  by  excladinp(  the  air  from  the  matters  to  be  decomposed* 
Hence  we  may  account  for  the  ^eBudugly  opposite  origin  of  theMJRf 
efiects  in  di^rent  countries  ;  a  wet  season  in  summer  producmg 
an  epidemic  in  dry  countries,  and  a  dry  season^  exciting  a  sini- 
lar  epidemic  in  swampy  countries ;  several  examples  of  which 
are  adduced.  Bnt  in  addition  to  moisture  and  ah*,  keai  h  the 
great  agent  in  vegetable  decomposition;  hence  it  is  always 
found,  that  the  miasmata  of  marshes  are  most  powerfial  when 
the  seasons  are  the  hottest,  and  that  the  violence  of  the  fefcn 
always  correspond  with  the  heat  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  Ome 
of,  or  a  short  while  previous  to,  their  occurrence* 

**  Where  the  surface  of  the  earth  remains  frozen  for  a  considers* 
ble  space,  as  during  the  long  winters  of  northern  couotriesy  these  ex- 
halations  have  no  existence ;  and  marsh  fevers  never  occur,  unto 
it  be  from  miasmata  generated  and  imbibed  during  the  preceding 
summer  and  autumn.  They  begin,  however,  to  muLe  their  appe&r- 
auce  soon  after  the  return  of  sprinj^,  but  only  at  first  in  Uieir  mild- 
est and  roost  innocent  form  ;  that  is,  as  regular  intermittent^^  gene- 
rally of  the  tertian  type  ;  and  they  preserve  this  type  while  the  tern- 
perature  continues  to  be  moderate.  Afterwards,  when  the  weather 
becomes  warmer,  these  fevers  become  less  regular  and  more  aevere  y 
and,  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  summer  or  autumn,  they  frequently 
assume  the  more  aggravated  types  of  double  tertians^  or  of  remittenU* 
In  this  country,  however,  where  the  summer  is  but  moderately  hoW 
the  last  mentioned  types  of  marsh  fever  are  not  usually  of  a  dan- 
gerous character :  but  in  Holland,  the  Netherlands,  Germany,  &c« 
where  the  heats  of  summer  are  generally  greater  than  in  this  cli- 
mate, marsh  fevers  are  often  attended  with  considerable  mortality, 
as  may  be  seen  in  the  able  account  which  Sir  John  Pringle  has  given 
of  them  in  his  work  on  Diseases  of  the  Army  f  and  as  was  recentlr 
experienced  in  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Zealand.  In  the  st^ 
hotter  summers  or  autumns  of  Spain,  Italy,  and  more  southern  re- 
gions, these  remittenu  are  yet  more  violent ;  and,  as  wUl  hereafter 
be  shown,  they  very  frequentlv  appear  in  the  form  which  is  known 
at  present  by  the  name  of  i/euou?Jwer^  the  most  fatal  examples  of 
which  may  commonly  be  found  in  the  hottest  parts  of  the  globe, 
when  other  circumstances  are  favourable  to  the  production  of  marsh 
miasmata,  '*  &c.  p.  206. 

A  similar  statement  was  long  ago  made  bv  Lancisi ;  and  ihe 
observation,  which  Celsus  repeatai  from  Hippocrates,  proves 
that  such  has  been  the  progress  of  fevers  in  the  hot  seaaoos,  in 
the  countries  bordering  on  the  Mediterranean*  from  the  earlieil 
times.  ^*  Periculosior  aeataa  ;  autumnus  vero  longe  periculosia- 
simus.  ** 

Dr  Bancroft  stotes  many  decisive  facts  (pp.  21^228.),  in 
proof  of  the  unall  distance  to  which  the  miasmata  can  be  con-* 


v£gred  hy  Mue  otmoqpbere^  svlMentty  cotpdonted  to  be  noxions; 
la  Jthe  we  Waldberejn  expedition,  t^ie  Qrews.of  ahips  Jying  wiA- 
JA  a  quarter  of  a  mik  frpoi  the  aborej  entirely  esc(f)ed  m  fever. 
Wbu^  n  jBeet,  in  wl^ich  X>J  Blaae  was  physician,  watered  at 
Rock&itf  ia  Jamaicai  -^^  they  found  that  if  they  anchored  dose  to 
tb^  shorcu  so  9S  |o  smeB  the  land  air,  the  health  of  the  xn^  watf 
nffectedi  wt  upon  remoyiog  pw)  tablei  lengthy  ^o  iucopvenienoc^ 
was  perceived* "  The  marsjti  fevers  at  Roipe  are  confined  tp 
small  parts  of  libe,city  n^re^t  to  ^e  marshes,  even  siting  i^e 
inhabitants  of  ojoe  Mde  of  a  f  treet,  w^ile  those  ojx  the  pdier  sicle 
jre^i^  healtby.  The  perpendicular  height  tp  which  xniasmata 
.rise  i#  obvious^  very  smaP  j  for  it  ha3  been  obsferved  by  Pringle# 
HuQter,  &fx  tni^t  tne  lower  floor  pf  ^  barrficjk  has  been  ^ceed- 
in^y  sicUy •  while  the  upper  pi^es  were  cpmparativeiy  free  from 
disease.  Tbe  greater  virulence  of  the  miaimata  in  the  nigbt  }^9^ 
been  uniformly  observed,  p vUj  "perhaps  from  their  greater  x;oq- 
densation  and  accumulation^  aiid  partly  from  the  greater  suscep- 
tibility of  the  body  duriqg  sleep.  In  nil  niarshy  situations,  thef 
persons  who  sUpt  on  shore*  hiaye  been  invaiiably  the.filrst^  or  tt\e 
only  ones,  seiaied  with  fev^s. 

Bc^qpecting  the  period  between  ^e«^p9s^re  to  the  influenee 
of  miasmata,  and  the  appearance  of  tfae  fever,  X$r  Bancroft  |m}- 
duce^  maoy interesting  littiii  .firom  which  be  infers—- 
«■  that,  by  diferenges  ekher  ia  the  quaatitj  gr.quslity  gf  tiie^ndxiofir 
#shalatioo8  of  maij^bqif  their  c^ietatioo,  ai  %  caufe  pf  fever,  is  liable  to^ 
jpneat  varietief,  in  negard  to  its  celerity,  or  the  len|;|tli  of  time  in  wbiqh 
.difeafe  aduidly  i^pc^ars;  which  is  lov^ttlvtitp  ^i\nn  ivj^;9tyj*^ 
and  fometimes  not  till  iiJCy  dghif  or  evenmn^  9ii^/%f  ,haT£  .e(apfed,  and 
then  only  when  affifted  by  fome  accidental  or  exciting  caiife.  The  longest 
penodsy  '*  he  adds,  <<  as  far  as  I  can  difcover,  have  occurred  exclufively 
In  cold,  or  temperate  climates  ;  the  shpriesi  only  in  the  hotter }  and  in 
general  there  feems  to  be  fome  foundation  ,fpr,beIieTing^  that,  atierispd* 
riduSf  the  dife^fe  will  be  moft  violent  in  thofecdes  where  it  appeared 
fooneft  after  the  morbidi  caufe  has  been  applied  to  the  body^'^'  itc.  p.  44.S. 

On  the  shores  of  Batavia,  it  is  not  uncommon  for  seamen  to 
be  seized  with  remittent  fever  the  next  mornings  irfter  having  slept 
on  land  i  whereas  great  numbers  of  officers  and  soldiers,  who 
escaped  fevar  while  at  Walcheren,  were  attacked'with  hitermit- 
tents,  some  of  them  as  late  as  sit,  and  even  mhe  nwUitf  after 
being  brought  back  to  diis  country.  This  seieitns  to.explain  a 
difficulty,  Dr  Bancroft  observes,  respecting  the  mildnesa  of  ver- 
nal intermittents  in  fenny  countries :  **  'thejr  m^,  now  be  eonsi^ 
dered  as  resulting  from  miasmata,  received  mtor  the  body  dunngf 
ihc  preceding  summer  oi  autumn^  and  (after  having  rcnnmiedtir  si 
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quiescent  state  during  the  winter)  rendered  active  by  some  et« 
citing,  or  proximate,  cause  of  fever  in  the  spring.  ** — The  body 
is  rendered  more  suscentible  of  infection  by  fniasmata,  when  ex- 
hausted  by  fatigue  and  long  fiksting :  **  the  poison  then,  gains  ad* 
mission  more  ttead^ify  into  the  body,  "  I>f  J.  Hunter  ofccrre?, 
**  and  produces  fmmediatefy  the  worst  kind  of  fever.  It  is  in  thh 
way  (he  adds)  that  soldiers  sufilT  so  much  on  actual  service  in 
the  West  Indies :  the  few  cases  of  fever  which  provcnil  Jatal  in 
twenty-Jour  hours^  that  occurred  to  me,  were  att  contracted  in  t 
similar  manner. "    (On  diseases  of  the  army  in  Jamaica.) 

The  most  peculiar  susceptibility  of  the  porson,  however,  in  re- 
spect to  yellow  fever  and  marsh  remittents,  is  found  iti  persons 
who  have  just  arrived  in  places  where  they  occur,  from  cold  or 
temperate  climates;  whilst  the  old  inhabitants,  who  are  said  fo 
be  seasoned^  are  as  remarkably  exempt  from  its  action.  Dr  Ban- 
Croft  investigates  at  considerable  length  the  question,  in  what 
does  this  seasoning  consist  ?  It  is  not  from  having  previously 
undergone  the  fever ;  because  the  same  individual  may  have  it 
i^erai  times,  and  because  many  persons  become  exempt,  with- 
out having  ever  suffered  an  attack  of  it.  It  is  not  from  residing 
long  in  am/  place  in  which  the  yelIow*fever  is  apt  to  occur ;  as 

'  the  multitudes  who  were  swept  off  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Malaga,  Cadiz,  &c.  abundantly  demonstrate.  And  it  is  not 
from  habitually  residing  near  marshes ;  because  mimber»of  pef- 
sons,  who  live  at  a  distance  from  marshes,  in  hot  countries,  are 
proof  i^^afnsC  the  yellow-fever,  although  tb^  sometimes  snfler 
sTigiit  remittents,  or  intermittents,  on  bN»ing  exposed  to  miasnid* 
ta  (p.  245.)  Dr  Bancroft  is  of  opinion,  that  these,  and  all  the 
either  peculiarities  connected  with  it,  are  explicable  upon  a  sim- 
pie  principle ;  to  wit,  the  accommodation  of  the  heat-making  pro- 
cess in  the  human  body  to  the  climate  or  season,  in  persons  ha- 
bituated to  uninterrupted  high  temperature  i  and  vite  versa.  ^'  tt 
is  chiefly,  if  not  entirely ,<  to  the  various  degrees  of  that  derangf- 
mentt  which  heat  occaaions  in  persons  not  accustomed  to  warm 
climates, "  that  Dr  Bancroft  *'  attributes  all  those  varieties  of  lis-' 
bility  to  the  epidemic  yellow-fever,  which  are  observable  in  dif- 

>  ferent  individoals,  from  the  extreme  stuceptibility  of  northern 
strangers,  to  the  almost  complete  immunity  of  Creoles^  and  more 
Especially  of  African  negroes.  "  Afler  stating  the  great  unifor- 
mity of  temperature  that  prevails  in  the  West  Indies,  (the  titer- 
mometer  seldom  falling  bebw  70^  in  the  winter,  or  rising  above 
88^  b  summer)^  Dr  Bancroft  makes  the  following  general  cbaer* 
vations. 

*•  The  excitemeat  ia  the  fyftcm,  which  enfues  immediately  up^ 
a  pcrfgn's  coming  iato  fo  warm  a  climate  from'  a  temperate  rcgi*v 
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renders  hiro,  as  I  have  already  said,  eminently  liable  to  the  yellour^ 
fever,  when  exposed  to  the  influence  of  marsh  effluvia :  by  degrees, 
however,  the  excitability  producing  this  commotion  abates,  and  ai 
the  end,  sometimes  of  twelve  months*  but  oftener  of  a  year  and 
half,  or  tiro  years,  he  acquires  the  power  of  supporting  this  high 
temperature,  and  then  becomes  almost  as  insusceptible  of  the  dis* 
ease,  as  the  natives. or  old  inhabitants;  and  afterwards  retains  thi^ 
Kappy  immunity  so  long  as  he  continues  in  that  climate,  the  great 
tmiformity  of  which  does  not,  indeed,  afford  him  any  means  of  los- 
ing it.  He  may,  likewise,  go  from  the  West  Indies  to  those  parts 
of  North  America,  or  of  Spain,  where  the  yellow- fever  is  raging 
with  the  utmost  fury,  with  idmost  a  certainty  of  escaping  the  dis* 
ease :  and  even  if  he  should  not  preserve  his  health  perfectly  in 
those  situiitions,  he  will,  at  the  worst,  be  only  seized  with  a  mild  re<^ 
mittent  or  intermittent  fever,  though  living  in  the  midst  of  thoset 
who  are  dying  with  the  yellow-fever  in  its  aggravated  fo^ms.'^ 
(p.  255.) 

Dr  Bancroft  corroborates  this  stat.eniient  by  numerous  facts. 
When  the  ne^o  slaves  rose  upon  their  French  masters  in  the 
West  Indies^  m  i79S,  about  three  thousand  of  the  wiiitesfledto 
North  America.  Many  of  these,  were  living  at  Philadelphia,  ia 
the  soimroer  of  that  year»  when  above  four  thousand  of  the  inha* 
bitants  died  of  the  yellow-fever  ;  yet  these  refugees  universally; 
escajped  it.  In  die  United  States^  the  climate  varies  much  more 
than  within  the  tropics :  the  summer  in  New  England,  for  in- 
stance, idthough  the  heat  rise  as  high  as  in  Charlestown,  issliort^l 
and  the  winter  is  much  more  severe,  with  considerable  frost  for 
many  weeks. 

^  On  recurring  to  fadts,  it  appears  from  them,  that  when  the  yel« 
low-fever  had  raged  oveir  this  part  of  the  world,  (which  seems  never 
to  have  hiippened  except  when  summers  have  been  exceedingly  hot),- 
the  degrees  in  which  the  citizens  of  the  llifferent  towns  off  Americs 
were  liaUo  to  the  disorder,  cof'respond  exactly  with  the  power  of 
supporting  iMtet  conferred  upon  them  habitually  by  their  respectivsf 
climates.  Accordingly,  the  citiaens  of  Savannah  and  CharleiBtown 
■re  almost  equally  exempt  from  the  yeUow^fever  with  Creoles;  *' 

In  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  nearly  midway  between  Charlestown 
and  Pliiladelphia,  this  epidemic,  (according  to  the  accounts  of 
the  resident  physicians),  **  in  all  cases,  begins  with  strangers  and 
liew-scttlers,  aitecting  everjr  one  according  to  his  time  of  tesi* 
dence,  and  leavinfj  the  old  inhabitants  not  wholly  exempt^  yet 
^roof  against  it^ destroying  power."  In  Baltimoi-e,  Phibdelphia^ 
New  Vork,  and  other  notthem  towns,  the  old  inhstbitants  havll 
sufl^red  severely;  and  the  maiority  of  those  who  died^  were  fixed 
residents^    Agaioi'  the  official  account  of  the  yeUow^ferer  at  Ca- 
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dn,  in  1  aoe^  t«eit$,  that  ^  jmtbow  bteljr  inriviri  ia  ibml  c% 
fnira  tbe  West  faidieg,  <itd  Mt  «iilbr  m  Attack  «tf  ike  api^im:,  '^ 
trfiile  Umm  f)ei«oti6  mrhe  liad  Mne  ^  fisma  Cammdm  and  cabtf 


northern  oeimtries, "  ^«re  iwnr  liable  to  the  diioaie  in  iiuptWr 
eorroboratioii  of  Abe  general  iaet,  k  k  i>beemed,  4ii9t9  if  Ae  w- 
hai>itapts  of  warm  dimates  reaM)vey  for  e  few  years,  into  ^iM 
tountries,  and  fifterwards  feturn,  llbey  «Fe  tiiea  4fmiid  htkic  to 
the  feven 

From  these  data«  theD,  of  vhich  ^e  hare  gxren  a  verf  imper- 
feot  sketchj  Dr  Bancroft  seems  entitled  to  conclade^  **  that  tkt 
joint  influence  of  nsar^h  miasmata,  and  ^f  an  atiposfftiere  unu- 
sually  and  9HScieBtiy  heated^  upon  persons  hAbiti^ated  to  a  onld 
or  temperate  xUmate,  jbi  of  itaelJ^  full/  m^able  of  causii^  jji  ep>- 
dernk  yettoar*fe«cr,  ^3w;tlj^  ce^embliog  Uiat  yiiisSx  h^  jQ(^xnakr 
ted  such  »F)E^^  in  tbp  M^Qs^  Ii:idias«  the  <Unitad  SM^  of  Ame- 
rica, and  the  south  of  Europe, "  &c.   (p.  276.) 

Having  occupied  so  much  of  our  space  in  foIk>wing  our  au- 
thor through  ht$  detail  of  arguments,  and  having  thus  brought 
his  general  principles  before  tbe  view  of  our  leaders,  we  are 
compelled  to  desist  from  tracing,  with  him,  tbe  history  of -rimofC 
all  tne  fata)  remittent  fevers,  whether  yeUa»  or  not,  wMeli  have 
been  recorded,  as  occurring  in  diflerent  paiits  of  tbe  globe.  In 
the  Fourth  Part,  which  inekidts  urpwards  of  200  pages,  Dr  JBaih- 
croft  has  brought  together  «itch  a  fnas&  of  feet  and  testloKNijr, — 
all  tending,  in  our  opinion,  to  confirm  tbe  foregoing  views,  m 
has  seldom,  if  ever,  been  coUeeted  into  a  foews,  «qioa  «  niedieal 
topic^  with  so  much  perspicuity  and  foree.  We  can  onAy  notice 
some  of  the  leading  points  in  his  Appendix  (No.  VIL) ;  .Chcsoie 
object  of  wbiob  tst  to  confute  the  statements  of  Dr  ChUhoJin, 
respecting  the  origin  a^d  propagation  x>f  tbe  yeUpw-^feirera  hnt 
especially  as  to  its  alleged  impoctation  from  tbe  coaat  of  JUHoa 
to  Grenada,  in  the  ship  Hankey. 

In  these  statements,  Dr  Bancroft  baa,  ki  our  opinioiob  fixwed 
incontestably,  that  conaiderabfe  incorrecUiess  ewt»  ij>  tjbeclelftii^ 
df  Dr  Cbisbolm.  We  wish,  boare«er,  that  be  had  evinoed  less 
irritability  on  this  su^bjeot,  and  egeprassed  bis  disapprobauon  viifa 
less  of  persoaalityi  akhough  these  seem  to  Iiave  been  excited  by 
general  accusationsy  not  altogether  decorous,  on  the  other  side, 
in  which  Dr  ^ncroft  conceived  himself  involved.  We  say  in- 
decorous; for  that  epithet  appears  to  be  applicable  to  accusations 
ef  malpractice,  founded  on  difference  of  opinion,  *where  there 
Y^ere  so  many  strong  grounds  for  tliat  difierenoe,  and  where  so 
many  mep  of  acknowledged  abilities  accorded  ia  espousing  the 
doctrine  impugned.  We  profess  our  great  respect  for  the  learn- 
ing and  talents  of  Dr  Cbkbobn,  (of  t^tb  of  which  this  Jouriu) 
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hB9  etfaSbifed  ma»f  prdoA);  bat,  <*  ii^»  Ami«A  vefiuu:  **  wc^* 
cftiuidt  but  Tiefd  our  usient  to'tlie  viewer' of  Ih  BS^e^oft,  stp- 
poft^ as  thty stein  tbie  work,  upon  the  sttlj^ct ikiderdiscittsbn* 
Aif  Baiitir<ift  tftows,  thaf  altboc^  Ca(5tmtf  Rdbt^   (cff  ao 
early  opinion  of  whom  Dr  Chisholm  lias  availeil^  bimself)  at  first 
thotfgih  (be  kver  on  board  tBe  Calypso  lo  be  ccVtUgbiM,  yet  He 
wa3  tfoon  e<>mpdletf  by  obsertation  to  relinquish  chat  noUen^  at 
his  jonrnHl  and  official  letters  prove,    lii  a  letter  to  the  Bulcfms' 
iraifteesi  br  aacribcs  the  mortafity  among'the  peafliB,  w  esseessk^ 
labf^vr  and  &ti^iie,  the  fains,  tbe  unM^holesenie  oKmate  and 
season',  and  to  the  great  dbpressioil  of  spirits  ctf  cliect>loR$ct»:* 
and'  ID  respect  to  the  reported  malignity  of  the  disease,  aU^ged 
t:V  bate  existed  in  the  ship,  Hankey,  he  afBrms^tbaC  •*  d>er6  was 
not  the  shadow  of  a  fonndation  "  for  the  assertiotl.    Agtiirt,  Lien* 
tenant- governor  Young,  in  his  *'  retnm  ^  of  the  Bnlania  ad^v^n* 
turers,  speaks  of  the  fever  as  **  ofcbeffffmn^/^iff  kind,  and  no^iVj- 
Jixticm, "    Mr  Paiba  ascribes  tbe  mortality  of  the  pedpfe  to  vari« 
*ou9  cuases;  some  having  intermiftents,  some  a  more  violent  fe^ 
ver,  some  diarrheal,  others  dysentery,  and  dthers  again  fell  mar* 
tyrs  to  the  indiscreet  use  of  opinra  and  spirits,  whfcb  they  took 
as  prreservatlves;    Lastly,  Dr  Winlerbettbm,  who  was  resident 
physician  at  Sierra  Leone,  when  the'Calj'pso  arrived  there,  ^^ 
firms  that  she  **  remained  about  six  weeira,  daring  which  time 
uptvards  of  forty  6f  tbe  crew  and  passengers  died  of  the  remittent 
Jinkr^  thougktmatten/iedwithanyappearanceqfpeeuli^rfnalig^ 
Yet  this  was  tbe  fever  said  to  be  communicated  to*  the  Hankey*  - 
The  Caltpso  had  been  in  company  six  weeks,  when  she  sailed 
on  the  19th  of  July,  179«:  yet  at  that  time  only  rtf^^of  the* 
crew  of  tbe  Hankey  were  ill  of  fever,  and  not  one  hod  been 
buried,  when  she  sailed  Arom  Bulama,  November  ^d»     For 
during  the  rainy  season,  the  crew  remained  comparatively  healthy,  • 
althon^h  shut  up  m^k  the  sick  in  the  ship ;  while  numbers  of . 
the^  colonists  parished  on  shore :  a  t(derably  clear  proof  that  • 
fniasmataj  and  not  cmttagion^  produced  the  sickness.     From  ' 
the  end  of  October,  however,  when  they  began  to  prepare  for 
their  denartnre,  the  crew  were  emplo3'ed<msAore,  stowing  goods, 
ami*  in  tne  dangerous  occupations  of  cutting  \o&  and  watering 
the  ship.     After  leaving  Bulama  on  the  23d  of  November,  the 
Hanker  went  to  the  unwholesome  settlement  of  Bissao,  and  re- 
mainea  a  week  ;  and  when  the  ship  sailed  tlience,  on  the  5d  of 
December,  "  three  of  tbe  crew  were  taken  ill  of  fever. "     lliia 
sickness  was  increased.  Captain'  Beaver  bdieves,  by  the  labour^ 
under  the  keat  of  the  day  and  the  dews  of  the  night,  "  oon- 
aequent  on  the  ship's  running  aground  on  the  4th  of  December, 
ja  ibe  Kjnga  channel "    In  this  situation  she  remained  tiU  tbe 
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9lh;  and»  Captain  B.  adds,  *'  die  boat  having  been  sent  about 
90  miles  to  Bitsao  for  assistance,  I  find  notea  in  the  Hankey's 
]<^.book,  on  the  day  of  her  return,  which  was  the  8th,  aD  the 
|)eopIe  which  came  from  Bissao  in  the  pinnace  taken  ilL  "  ( Af- 
Tican  memoranda,  p.  192.) 

The  Hankey  arrived  at  St  Jago  on  the  26th  of  December,  and 
anchored  at  port  Praya,  in  that  island,  January  4ih,  179S$  hav- 
ing then  lost  by  deaths  subsequently  to  her  departure  from  Bula* 
laa,  8  of  her  crew,  with  5  men,  S  women,  and  2  chikben,  co- 
.lonists,  who,  as  Mr  Paiba  states,  were  all  unwell  when  takm  on 
l)oard«  Here,  Dr  Chisholm  states,  they  found  the  Charon  and 
Scorpion  ships  of  war,  (these  ships,  however,  arrived  on  the 
ISth  and  $4tn  of  January  resi^ectivdv),  who  furnished  the  Han- 
key m\\\  two  m^n  each.  Two  of  these,  he  adds,  died  of  the 
fever,  and  the  two  others  were  afterwards  put  on  shore  at  Gre- 
nada, "  in  the  most  wretched  state  possible.  "  From  this  com- 
munication with  the  Hankey,  he  continues,  **  the  pestilence  was 
brought  on  board  both  ships;  and  of  the  Charon's  crew  30 
died,  and  of  the  jScorpion's  crew  about  15. " — Now  these  state- 
ments are  asserted  to  be  erroneous,  by  Dr  Trotter,  Mr  Smither 
surgeon  .to  the  Charpn,  Mr  Paiba,  &c«  who  affirm,  on  the  con- 
trary, that  V  no  fever  appeared  in  either  of  the  men  of  war  in 
consequence  of  this  communication;  they  arrived  at  Grenada  in 
'pafect  health.  "—The  Scorpion  did  not  lose  a  single  man  during 
the  whole  vo^ge,  and  the  Charon  lost  only JouVf  from  causes 
described  by  Dr  Trotter,  and  wholly  foreign  to  the  Hankey. " 
It  is  ^own  from  the  log-book  of  tlie  Hankey,  that  only  one  of 
the  four  m^,  sent  from  the  ships  of  war,  died;  and  iie  was 
fmwellj  though  able  to  do  duty,  when  sent  on  board:  *<  all  the 
others  were  perfectttj  well "  when  the  Hankey  reached  the  AVest 
Indies,  *^  au^  continued  so.*! 

'  Dr  Bancroft  then  traces  the  progress  of  the  F}ankcy  to  Grenada, 
and  ultimately  to  £ngland,  and  it  appears  perfectly  certain,  "  that 
every  body' on  board- the  Hankey  was  well,  when  she  arrived  at 
Grenada,  and  continue^}  so  during  her  stav  there,  and  also  during 
the  whole  of  her  voyage  to  England,  which  is  probably  more  tlian 
could  be  said  of  any  other  ship  then  at  Grenada:  so  wat,  even  if 
it  were  ascertained  tiiat  an  importation  of  febrile  infection  had  then 
taken  place,  every  other  ship  ought  to  have  been  stispectcd  of  it 
before  the  Hawkey. "  737.  JDr  Chisholm  himself,  jnclei^i  ascribes 
the  contagion  to  the  infcfcted  baggage  of  the  deceased  cpibnists 
and  not  to' any  living  persons,  put  against  t)iis  supposition,  Dr 
Bancroft  adduces  some  insuperable  objections.  'Dr  Chisholm 
has  apparently  traced  with  care  tlie  progress  of  the  cpntagion 
jtirst  to  Captain  Remington,  secondly  to  the  crew  of  the  De- 
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fianeei  and  thirdly  to  the  crew  of  the  riiip  Baillies.  Dr  Ban- 
croft, however,  brings  forward  the  Wimony  of  individuals,. 
^bich.Jeaves  no  doubt  as  to  oreat  inefrrectness  being  committed 
in  Dr«iC.'8  details.  Captain  KemiDgton  had  been  out  all  the  day 
and  night  in  a  boat  s  be  had  been  wet  through ;  he  slept  in  hif 
clothes  on  board  the  Hankey^  and  went  back  in  an  open  bbajt 
the  next  day  to  his  ship:  **  enoughs '^  says  Mr  Paiba,  **.to  kill 
any  one  in  that  climate. "  Again,  so  far  from  being  <'  ^Lzcd 
with  a  maliguarU pestileniial  fever, ''  and  so  far  from  having  **  the 
violence  of  bis  symptoms  increased  so  rapidly  as  on  the  third  day 
to  put  an  end  to  his  existence, "  as  Dr  Chisholm  relates^;  Captain, 
ilemington  was  considered  by  Dr  Stuart,  his  physician,  as  hav- 
ing a  mild  fever,  **  from  cold  caught  on  his  passage  up.;  "  and 
X)r  Siuart  left  him  an  the  third  day,  without  **  any  idea  of  his 
being  in  danger. "  It  appears  he  died  on  the  eighth  day.  With 
respect  to  the  Defiance, ^ve  of  her  crew  who  visited  the  Hankey, 
are -said  byDr  C.  to  have  ''  all  been  imtnediaUhj  seized  with  the 
fbver, /'  and  to  have  all  *'  died  in  three  days. "  This  Dr  Bancroft 
maintains  is  incredible.  No  contagion  ever  produced  disease  i'm- 
mediately:  '*  the  plague  itself  does  not  act  with  such  celerity.  " 
And  he  thinks  the  great  uniformity  of  its  course  in  all  is  equally 
incrediUe.  With  regard  to  the  crew  of  the  ahip  Baillies,  Dr 
Oiisholm  says,  **  these  communicated  the  infection  to  die  ships 
nearest  to  them,  and  it  gradually  spread  from  those  nearest  the 
mouth  of  the  Carenage,  where  the  Hankey  for  some  time  lay, 
to  those  at  the  bottom  of  it^  not  oneescHpiag  in  succession. 
Whatever  means  the  captains  took  to  prevent  it :  " — ^an  eflect,  Dr 
Bancroft  remarks,  **  whicli,  if  correctly  stated,  is  much  more  like 
that  of  marsh  miasma,  than  of  contagion. "    p.  7:55. 

When,  in  addition  to  these  circumstances,  it  is  recollected, 
that  tlie  Hankey,  in  her  passage  from  St  Jago  to  Grenada,  re-, 
xpained  nearly  two  dajs  at  Barbadoe^,  (all  the  passengers  com- 
municating freely  with  the  inhabitants),  and  had  a  jsIn^iJar  delay 
and' communication  at  St  Vincent's,  without  leaving  any  conta- 
gion ; — iliat  she  had  been  three  times  cicaiised  and  fumigated 
(viz.  at  bulama,  Bishao,  and  St  Jago)  f — ^and  that,  on  ihe  other 
hand,  the  season,,  though  early,  was  in  an  extraordinary  degree 
hot,  and  suited  to  a  co|>ious  production  of  marsh  miasmata,  the 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr  Chisholm's  diary,  ri^ng  at  noon 
to  8b°  and  89°  $ — when  all  thi^e  points  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation, we  thiiik  there  can  remain  little  doubt,  that  the  nurtality 
at  Grenada  originated,  like  that  of  other  hot  seasons  in  tiie 
same  climate,  irom  the  endemic  causunj  or  remittent  yellow- 
fever. 

J)v  Bancrcft  quotes  a  litriki/ig  proof  of  Uie  non-cqnkigiouif  na- 
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fbt^  of  the  tevet  ftt  Fh&del^fiia,  vihich  Dt  Cbttbdlitt 
Id  have  been  imMrted  frdnr  the  West  Iif^es,  where  it  Wae  ife-^ 
lived  from  the  Htokey.  I>r  Vdentbt  has  sttted  ttM^  wAea  t!ie 
^lidemtc  ceased^  as  usiml,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  M  the  bedt* 
ding»  blankets^  cjbthet,  and  oAdr  effeefSi  wfcidi  had  beM  maii 
By  we  8ick  hi  the  hospital  (appr^ipriated  exclasivefy  ta  diere- 
^tion  of  patients  m  the  fever)  at  Bush  HBl,  *^  were  aohi  td  die 
toenti  of  tfre  French  g^ov^etmnent,  iind  employed  for  their  aeir 
soldiers  arid  seamen,  mthout  h^miig  been  wsheij  famgaudy  at 
eoeii  aired:  ^  Vet  there  wa^  never  any  appearance  6f  diaettaethfis 
tomimxtaM/eA. 

But  we  nlttflt  des&t  fhnxi'fknfher  detail;  and  have  leftonr- 
ieives  06  ioom  to  enter  upon  anv  view  of  our  author's  ofiifnons 
I'eqpecting  typhus,  dysentery,  aiid  thepfa^tie,  which  are  discussed 
fn  the  three  chapters  of  Part  V.  Notwilh^tanding  d>e  length  to 
which  liee  have  protracted  this  artitle,  at  the  bajsara  of  wearying' 
our  teaders,  weshallconchideby  reconufnendingtlieiiirstremicnialy^ 
iro  make  themselves  intimately  acquainted  with  the  briginaL 
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the  Diseases  to  vtbicA  it  is  predisposed  in  each  period  of  La/e  $ 
and  the  phjfsiohgifal  principles  of  its  Longevity,^  The  HckoU 
iUusSrated  by  many  Analogies  in  Fkmis  and  Animals^  By  Tvo- 
Mia  Jaj^eson,  M.  D;  Member  of  the  Colleges  of  Physicians  io 
Xiondon  and  Edinburgh,  and  resident  Fhysioicm  ai  Chelten^ 
bam*    8vo.    pp«  36Q.    London,  Id H.    Longman  &  Co. 

T^R  JAUTESOKhas  certAinly  Copimitted  an  error  in  the  veryout- 
-■^  set  of  his  work;  for  instead  of  dedicating  ft  to  Th  Baillie, 
who  must  already  have  somethiiig  more  than  a  smattering  of  in- 
Ibrmation  on  this  subject,  and  has  no  time  for  heading,  be  should 
haveaddressedit**totheHypoclK>ndriacsoftheUnitedKingdom;*' 
firho  would  perhaps  ardently  peruse  it  j  yirho  would  just  find  a  suf- 
^cient  smWtterin}^  of  medical  {knowledge  in  it  (o  puplethem,  and 
make  them  wish  for  more;  and  who  would  probably,  therefore,  vz- 
pit  Cheltenham,  and  Dr  Jameson  forthwith,  in  order  to  jeam  from 
the  latter  how  to  expound  scientifically  sil  the  singular  processed 
pf  their  internal  organs^  and  then  to  <mnk  of  his  newly^iscover: 
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d  ^wcff,  and  wash  away  aV  t!ie  feces  from  tlidr  bowels,  and  die 
ant^ie^  from  their  heads. 

But  whtlb  tbH  bdok  Is  cafctlTated  to  ^ozzTe  the  hrpochondriac, 
we  fear  it  fe  not  likdj  to  infeirm  the  physician.  For  in  truth,,  it 
:ontain^  a  ntdst  abiindatit  stdre  of  commonplace  and  superficial 
>bserrations,  which,  we  chink*  hate  only  not  been  collected  before^, 
-^ccmiset^a  one  has  deemedthem  worniy  to  be  collected.  This, 
fiowe^er,  is  not  tfce  ground  upon  which  the  author  anticipates 
:ritical  censure:  he  S€«fms  fully  persuaded  of  the  magnitude  and 
importance  of  the  knowledge  i^hidh  he  has  compiled ;  bur  her 
Fears  onlv  the  lash  of  criticism,  from  his  peculiar  decision  of  many 
profbund  and  f<:>ng  diluted  quesdons.  'VNo  doubt^  the  con* 
stant  application  of  forty-four  years  to  Che  science  of  mediciDe» 
mast  indicate  a  life  snlBciently  lon^, "  he  snys,  **  to  entitle  the 
tfuthor  tor  form  some  judgment  of  tne  changes  of  the  body  by  age^ 
from  personal  experience,  &c. '"  j^rg^  xv.  But,  on  a  subject 
which  nrmabertess  phjrsiologrsts  hare  touched  upon,  and  on  which 
every  man  fidng  isniore  or  lessr  informed,  (for  it  is  to  this  sort  of 
obsei^radon  that  the  adage  applied,  when  it  affirms,  that  **  ereiy 
mart  is  either  a  fool  or  a  physician  at  thirty ''},  there  is  the  lest 
necessity  for  a  grey  beard  on  the  chin  of  the  compiler,  and  the 
greater  dSfRculty  of  rendering  the  compilation  Interesting  by  orr- 
grnfdlty  of  ctwervation  or  notrfelty  of  Ikct*  And  t\'e  are  sorry 
that  we  canned  express  any  higher  approbation  of  dUr  author^ 
logical  disqaisitions,  than  of  his  observations  and  reflections  upon 
the  citetafl  df  facts. 

We  cannot  pretend  to  enter  into  a  minute  analysis  of  this  trea- 
tise, but  must  content  ourselves  with  presenting  some  specimens 
of  its  execution,  in  justification  of  the  remarks  We  have  made. 

With  respect  to  the  physidbgy,he  tells  as,  fn  the  ordinary  waj% 
that  the  living  principle  ••  is  an  invisible  a^ent  of  which  we  can 
fonn  no  competent  iaea  $  **  and  in  a  note  it  is  said,  "The  consi- 
deration of  soul  the  atithor  leaves  to  divines,  and  had  only  to  ob- 
serve, that  he  is  stfnsible  of  something  existing  within  him  indd^ 
pendant  of  the  matter  at  the  body,  which  will  exist  after  its  disso- 
lution. **  p.  7.  By  what  •♦  sense"  does  the  author  discover  thiS| 
which  has  been  the  subject  of  doubt  and  discussion  among  phi- 
losophers hi  all  ages?  But  in  the  arrangement  of  his  •*  principles  "" 
our  author  commits  the  same  abuse  of  language,  which  ha& 

Euzzled  men  in  all  ages  in  the  investigation  ofuie  plainest  ques- 
iong.  Besides  this  *•  prindple"  of  life,  there  are  other  prin- 
ciples ;  there  is  a  sort  of  trinity  of  lives  j  for  ir^stance,  "  t^ege* 
table  life^  depending  upon  the  irritable  principle,  which  cau  es  the 
contraction  of  matter,  and  gives  a  peculiar  action  to  the  different 
prgans.    Sensitive  life^  arzsing^from  the  addition  of  sensibilitv  tq 
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the  irriuible  power,  which  is  discovered  in  lovertebral  ammak, 
by  expressions  of  desire  and  pain/  And  Cerebral lifc^  where  im* 
pression<«  ere  trandmiucd  to  a  icoiniDon  senaorium,  the  source  of 
ideas  and  thought,  as  is  discovered  in  vertebral  ammak. " 

But  we  have  also  a  principle  of  jzrowlh,  •*  stated  bj  some  au- 
thors to  be  a  principle  entirely  di^rent  from  the  former  ooes.  ** 
^  Growth,  hlie  irritability^  *'  says  Dr  Jameson,  "  exists  ia  bodies 
after  their  nerves  are  divided  i  but  k  does  not  in  all  things  cor- 
respond cKactly  with  the  laws  of  irritability  iu  either  kin^^oro." 
lie,  however,  believes^  *^  that  it  is  intiniiitely  connected  with  the 
irritable priftciple  i  "  and  he  ^es  on  to  inform  us,  that  the  former 
jyrinciple^  growth,  is  a  stimulus  to  the  Utter ;  and  mistaking  eficct 
for  cause,  observe^:,  that  <*  tlie  stitnulus  of  growth  produces  a 


In  conclusion,  he  sageTy  informs  us,  that  *Mt  is  the  perpetual  ap- 
plication of  fresh  particles  of  nutritious  matter  to  the  substance 
of  the  bodr^  that  prevents  its  putrefaction*  and  sustains  the 

Eowth  of  the  various  parts.  We  accordingly  find  the  naik  and 
nrd  renewed  by  protrusiont  soon  after  they  are  cut  away;  the 
circulating  fluids  of  healthy  young  persons,  undergoing  total  re- 
novation in  the  space  of  a  few  days ;  the  soft  solids  are  com- 
pletely renewed  in  a  few  years,  and,  according  to  some  authors, 
within  periods  of  five  years,  ^  them  called  lustres. "  p.  18.  Dr 
Jameson  actually  supposes,  it  would  seem,  that  these  physiolo- 
^sts  invented  the  term  lustre^  to  denote  a  period  of  five  years; 
a  proof  of  the  extent  of  his  classical  reading. 

Dr  Jameson,  with  the  intention  of  being  properly  methodical, 
divides  *'  life  into  Jive  periods,  eack  of  which  possesses  (he  tells 
«s)  a  distinctdegree  of  vigour. "  p.  23.  These  are  thejcetal  staief 
infancy,  youth,  manhood,  and  old  age;  ftod  by  a  singular  arith- 
metic,* he  informs  jus,  that  **  each  of  these  periods  will  be  sub- 
divided into  two  epochs, "  (i.  e.  according  to  Codcer,  into  /m), 
••  to  mark  more  distinctly  the  different  degrees  of  strength  at 
their  beginning  and  end,  which  will  bring  them  near  to  the  sez-en 
dges  of  Hofiiiianu"  (p.  25.):  and^till  fiirther  to  sanction  his  ar- 
Kangement,  he  quotes  at  length  the  speech  of  Jaques,  in  '^  As 
You  Like  It, "  remimling  us  of  the  sagacity  of  the  iumiorid 
Shakespear,  "  in  detecting  this  exact  number  of  ages.  In  one 
point,  however,  Dr  Jameson's  epochs  difier  from  the  seven  a^es 
of  Shakespear  and  HoiTmann,  in  as  much  as  neither  oi  these  sa- 
gacious writers  have  an  age  before  birth. 

All  this,  we  think,  tends  to  confirm  our  opinion  of  the  i>;ist*:ke 
committed  in  the  dedication ;  for  thcbC  profound  di^CKr.^iaus 
could  only  be  expected  to  interest  "  the  leim  and  slip{>crcL  ,   a- 
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taloons,  ^  wbo  are  eDgamd  in  tonrs  to  watering^laces,  and  vi- 
sits to  physicians,  and  ^om  he  intends  to  astonish  by  bis  logic' 
and  philosophy.  Surely  he  could  pot  address  the  following  o^*- 
gumenls  to  Dr  Baillie»  or  any  other  physiologist,  in  proof  of 
the  accura^  of  this  division. 

«•  The  coincidence  of  our  dkistons  (i.e.  those  of  Hoffmann,  Shake* 
spear  an^  himself),  with  the  climacteric  years  of  the  ancients  in 
Greece  and  Arabia,  is  not  unworthy  of  particular  attention.  Pytha- 
goras, who'  derived  his  knowledge  from  the  Chaldeans,  Phcenicians, 
and  GredarUf  applied  the  number  seven  to  sdl  sciences  physical  ancf 
divine ;  and  bb  opinion$  prevailed  so  generallyi  that  Hippocrates  in* 
troduced  the  doctrine  of  time  combating  diseasee^  or  critical  days  in 
fevers,  upon  septenary  principles.  This  doctrine  became  the  theme 
of  Galen,  as  well  as  of  most  of  his  followers,  Sec,  The  late  Dr  CuU 
len  was  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  fevers  had  a  tendency  to  change 
upon  quaternary  and  septenary  days,  "  &c.  And  then  he  over- 
whelms  us  with  a  chronological  argument  in  a  note.  "  This  doctrine 
of  numbers,  therefore,  prevailed  a  great  length  of  time,  as  appears 
from  the  authors  we  have  quoted,  who  have  written  in  favour  of 
the  subject.  Pythagoras  flourished  about  500  years  before  Christ, 
Hippocrates  about  150  after  him,  and  Galen  200  after  the  birth  of 
Christ.  Stahl's  work,  Theoria  Medica,  was  published  in  1708. 
HoffjEoann's  Oper.  Om.  Aniiorum  Climactericorum  xvas  published  in 
1748  ;  and  Cullen's  First  Lines  were  published  in  1778.  "    p.  27. 

After  describing  the  peculiarities  of  each  age  and  epoch,  Di^ 
Jameson,  in  his  remaining  pages,  goes  over  the  whole  nosology, 
medical  and  snrgical,  enuuierating  *^  all  the  ills  the  flesh  is  heir 
to.  **  With  a  few  specimens  of  his  sage  observations  on  the  for- 
mer part  of  the  subject,  we  shall  take  our  leave.  The  ^  first  age 
of  lite  being  completed,  by  the  obtrusion  of  the  child  from  the 
uterus  of  its  mother,  they  are  still  not  without  connexion. 

f*  Bonds  of  union  still  exist  between  the  mother  and  child;  for  it 
has  no  sooner  acquired  the  powers  of  voice,  than  a  connate  sense  of 
hunger  impels  it  to  make  demands  for  the  assimilated  nutriment  it 
Tias  providedjbr  itself,  and  phosphate  of  lime,  which  abounded  in  the 
mother's  urine,  is  now  found  in  the  milk  of  the  breast  ready  for  the 
consolidapon  of  the  infant  bones.  The  children  of  this  country  ar^ 
therefore  put  to  the  breast  in  six  or  eight  hours  after  birth,  "  &c.  (63») 

The  next  great  change,  the  author  tells  us,  is  observable  in 
the  first  dentition,  the  ordinary  progress  of  which  he  describes ; 
and  remarks,  that  -**  the>  round  fac^  of  children  gradually  as-^ 
sume  a  new  appearance  as  the  teeth  develop.  Thus,  the  jaws 
are  nearly  semicircular  until  three  years  of  age ;  but  lose  their  ro'* 
tjmditi/  afterwards,,  bj/  elongation  of  tlie  maxillary  bones. "  (G4.) 

**  The  skip,  in  early  infancy,  is  soft,  vascular,  and  possessed  of  so 
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ttttch  <felkarf ,  ttiat  rt  i^  Kable  tof  excarhSort  frdm  tbt  cmalliest  nt- 
fjktt  df  deatifinesy,  ynhkh  it  xhtrttMon  that  tb«  breiclr  of  isiftiits  is  » 
Often  mflained  by  th«  tiWtie.  Tbe  iiiimett)ai  eatpaiary  irtiKfir  ef  the 
Mn  e^ite  topt^m  rtfiomt  #f  a  Icfift-  acrid  iiattii^  aC  Ae*  beginning 
than  at  tbe  end  of  the  period.  These  pfwutt^  the  tutfc«»  Ui-  *  moki^ 
and  seasible  state;  but  as  tbe  cntide  and  snbjaceot  rancus  iadarace 
by  aur  and  pressure,  the  skin  loses  part  of  its'  trinsparenc]^  aod  florid 
coleur^  and  becomes  graduaHy  more  firm  and  less  irritable*  The 
most  ina|iortant  condition  of  the  external  surface  in  this  early  2^ 
€onsiits  in  iu  extreme  sensibilityt.  from  an  almod  tare  ^Utie  tf  ihe 
nerveSf  coveted  only  by  a  fine  thin  cuticle,  in  this  tuajff  the  nenreas 
papiUa  of  the  fingers  become  a  valuable  means  of  storing  the  young 
mind  tdik  accurate  ideas^  and  of  correcting  errors  of  tbe  other  senses^ 
in  their  most  imperfect  state.  It  has  therefore  been  calculated  that 
the  mind  acquires  more  ideas  in  the  three  yean  succeeding;  birtb,. 
than  in  all  the  rest  of  life. 

^  Tbe  extreme  sensibility  of  the  ^hole  body  proves,  at  the  sane 
tjme,<  the  cause  of  numerous  paipfUf  sensations«  and  of  many  of  the 
cries  of  new-bom.  children^  so  generally  imputed  to  a  sense  of  faun- 
ger».  since  they  begin  to  9mtle»  and  to  exhUii  mow  plcsing.  semmtiom 
as  the  skin  becomes  more  indurated,  about  five  or  six  vreeks  after 
birth,  '*  Sec.  Ac.     (p.  65.) 

Thus  we  are  to  ascribe  die  tifkeU  6F  the  detdfUpmeat  of  the 
facuhiei  of  the  itirnd  eommetimirote  wtth-  the  gro«F4h-  of  the  ov^ 
0111s  of  the  body^  to  the  induratid^  of  liho  sidn- !  alld  to  attribute 
the  knowledjf^  that  results  from  tbe  oomf>arisoa  of  tbe  imiNres- 
sions  upon  two  or  more  sienees  at  the  same  tlm^  lo  tbe  pieeuliar 
seninbilky  of  infantine  papilla?  t  But  we  are  weoi^  of  these 
*'  magnos^  nugae^  magnia  coaatibuH.  " 


pte  Trtat  of  Midkad  Whiting  for  adminhfering  Poison  i& 
George  and  Joseph  Langman^  at  the  Assizes  hotdeti  at  Eiy^  on 
Wednesday  the  ^th  of'  March,  1812.  Taken  in  Court  by 
Thomas  Leigh.    8va     Cambridge,  1812. 

The  extraordinary^  Trial  ofDmniel  Dawson  at  the  Axmes  held  fir 
the  Cotmfy  ^  Cambridge,  on  Friday,  March  12,  1 8*1 2,  wi ««  A- 
^meht  chargifig  him  ^ith  poisoning  the  Eagle  Cblt,  theprtJ^^erty 
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ever  pan»«  {before  a  caort  luid  jury  ior  Kbeir  iDv««tigation  aii4 
Baal  .decittQH*  Ifi  feverjr  point  crI  viemr,  pojsooiog  is  ^  idnjigeraiip 
and  aogramled  speipie»  at  lOMrder^  not  oniy  qix  luxount  of  |Jb4 
diftcuS^  jn  det?c^MK  itt  but  of  J^e  delibeiMe  maliice  with  whidi 
it  is  pespetrAtedj  its  A^ruclty,  nnd  ^  ioipossibiJct/  of  g^Bunding 
fligniost  4t^  UiUil  i^y»  Jopi^yier^  ihf  juere  i^t^t  to  murder 
by  adAuoi^tmng  jp^ison  was  not  a  ciypyUal  affeqce.  BmX  by  aa 
act  of  parKam^t  i>aased  in  th?  ^Sd  year  of  bis  preseiu  m«Qs)ty^ 
commooly  called  rx>rd  BUenhacpu^'s  act,  it  i^caacjted,  tbat,  if 
Bxn  {averspo  ^hatf  wilfully  and  mtriicioudy  jQ4niipjster  to,  or  €wm 
to1b^4^iainia«fi^  lOy  4>r  Xukm  hjp  my  of  bis  inaicsty's  subjects 
any  deadly  |¥>isoP9  ^th  iqtcat  Xq  nwder^  be,  Uis  .coun^eiloray 
uiwr^  md  abettoTj^  «ball  be  gyUltj  pf  jGdlppy,  without  benefit  pC 
clergy.  We  have  bad  .pccasion  lo  aUud^  xo  this  act  apon  a 
former  iiscussion  of  ao  imfiortoDt  .question  of  fbi^osip  axedScin^  j 
and  jjod^eadf  wbenx3irdiAary  interesta  aite  conoemed,  medics]  aieii 
are  aeldpai  consulted  ^  in  jomru  ^  kv^  so  that  an  ^cquaintanct 
with  eaer^  thing  refaitin^  to  this  net  loay  tnuly  be  set  down  ampi^ 
the  most  important  articles  of  pna&saipnal  infoiynation. 

The  facu  of  Michael  Whiting's  .ca^P  were  clearly  and  fiiirl|r 
stated  by  the  counsel  for  jthe  proseclitipn  j  andf  from  his  addresfi 
lathe  jury,  we  shall  select  the  foUoving  pailicuIars:<^The  tmQ 
prosecutors  in  this  indictment  were  George  Langnan  and  Jo? 
eeph  X^ngman,  ix>tb  minors,  living  as  housekee{^era  at  Down* 
ham,  with  Catherine  Carter,  their  aervant  or  housekeeper,  and 
tbeir  younger  sister,  Sarah  JLangmaa.  These  fbiur  persons  coo* 
stiluted  the  whole  family.  The  prisoner,  Wluting,  was  a  sbcp^ 
he^r  at  Downham,  and  he  d^t  in  bread,  flour,  drugs,  wj 
vanons  other  articles.  He  was  related  to  the  l^angmans  by 
marriage^  having  married  their  eldest  sister,  and,  in  the  event  of 
their  death,  hf  expected  to  4jet  some  property.  The  first  wvt^ 
jness  called,  Catherine  Carter,  the  housekeeper,  declared,  that 
on  Tueaday  mornbg,  the  12th  of  Maroh  1811^  about  sevea 
o'clool^  she  sent  the  child,  Sarah  Laogman,  to  the  house  of  the 
prisoner  fiur  a  loa£  They  usually  baked  tlipir  own  bread» 
nut  they  happened  on  that  day  to  ha?e  none  in  tlie  house.  The 
prisoner  came  himself  with  a  loaf  a  short  time  afterwards ;  hr 
inquired  whether  th^  bad  any  flour  in  the  house,  and  finding 
they  had  nol»  said,  '^  he  would  send  them  a  little  flour  anS 


850  Trial  of  MchadWhitifig^  ^.  Jdy 

meat  to  make  a  pudding  with.  ^  One  of  the  brotben,  Joeepli 
LanmnaDy  replied)  that  they  did  not  want  any  %  but,  notwith- 
standing this,  the  prisoner  returned  in  about  a  ciuarter  of  an 
hour,  bringing  a  bason  containing  some  flour  and  pork.  .  The 
witness  was  going  that  morning  on  a  visit  to  a  neirauouriDg  vit 
lage.  Before  she  set  off  she  took  some  milk  and  attempted  to 
mix  this  flour  up,  and  make  a  pudding  or  dumpling  with  it 
She  found  ii  mix  with  great  difficulty  $  uie  did,  however,  make 
four  dumplings,  two  containing  pork,  and  two  without:  the 
two  former  sne  tied  up  in  bags.  Having  done  this,  she, 
about  nine  o'clock,  set  off  for  Chatteris,  and  returned  the  next 
day.  The  child,  Sarah  Langman,  went  to  the  prisonor^s  bouse 
on  Tuesday,  and  continued  there  until  the  Wednesday  morning. 
The  brothers,  Oeorge  and  Joseph  Langman,  were  both  employ- 
ed in  the  garden  near  to  the  nouse  during  the  morning,  and 
never  went  off  the  premises.  The  elder  went  in  about  twelve 
o'clock,  and,  knowmg  these  dumplings  were  provided  for  their 
dinner  on  that  and  the  succeeding  day,  he  took  two  of  them^ 
put  them  into  an  iron  pot,  with  some  potatoes,  and  boiled  them 
for  dinner.  About  one  o'clock  they  came  and  sat  down :  they 
each  ate  a.  few  mouthfuls  of  the  dumpling  containing  the  poriCf 
and  also  some  of  the  pork,  but  immediately  perceived  them  to 
be  very  bad  tasted,  and  so  disagreeable  that  tney  could  not  pro- 
ceed in  eating  their  dinner.  Before  any  effects  were  felt  from 
the  part  of  the  dumpling  they  had  eaten,  George  Langman  went 
out  of  the  house,  and  gave  a  piece  (about  one  quarter  of  it)  to 
a  sow  in  the  yard.  This  sow  became  violently  sick  almost  im- 
mediately after  eating  it,  and  continued  ill  several  days.  He 
himself,  and  his  brother,  in  a  short  time  after  became  affected 
with  extreme  sickness,  and  violent  pains  in  the  head :  he  himself 
was  ill  about  an  hour,  but  his  brother  was  ill  for  two  or  three 
days.  He  threw  the  remaining  part  of  this  dumpling  into  die 
garden  ;  he  afterwards  buried  it  in  a  spot  he  could  particularly 
ascertain.  On  the  next  day  it  was  dug  up  again,  and  given  to  a 
magistrate,  who  sent  it  to  the  professor  of  chemistry  at  Cam- 
bridge, who  examined  the  paste,  and  discovered  conxMive  subli- 
mate  mixed  with  it,  in  considerable  quantity.  Professor  Wol- 
laston  also  examined  the  unboiled  dumpling,  i>oth  of  whidi  he 
found  were  made  of  the  same  poisoned  ingredients  as  those 
which  had  been  tasted.  When  the  prisoner  heard  that  Grcofge 
and  Joseph  Langman  had  been  very  sick,  and  that  their  sickness 
was  attributed  to  something  poisonous  in  the  flour  which  he 
had  carried  to  them,  he  emptied  out  the  remainder  of  the  flour 
(which  was  about  two  stone)  into  the  privy,  and  wished  out  tht 
bin  in  which  the  flour  was  kept,  so  that  not  a  vestige  of  iu  ton- 
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tents  remuncd.  The  conduct  of  Whitingi  wlien  lie  was  bronglit 
before  the  magistrates  to  answer  so  fotil  a  charge  as  this  alleged 
against  him,  confirmed  his  guilt ;  for  he  attempted  to  vindicato 
himself  by  telling  a  series  of  lies.  He  denied  ever  having  hail 
any  such  a  poison  as  corrosive  sublimate  in  tus  house ;  but  ft 
appeared  from  tlie  evidence  of  the  person  from  whom  he  pur- 
chased his  stock  in  trade,  when  he  commenced  business  four 
years  before,  there  were  four  ounces  of  that  article  among  va- 
rious, other  drugs  then  purcliased^  The  examiaations  of  the 
prisoner  before  flie  magistrates  were  read  by  the  oflicer  of  the 
court,  after  which  the  chief- justice  of  the  Isle  of  Ely,  E<Iwardt 
Christian,  Esq.  recapitulated  tlie  whole  of  the  evidence  to  the 
jury  ;  and  the  jury,  after  having  conferred  together  for  about  text 
minutes,  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  Tne  prisoner  made  a 
full  and  free  confi?ssion  of  his  crime  to  the  clergyman  who  attend* 
ed  him  in  gaol,  a  few  days  onty  previous  to  bis  execution. 

The  other  case  is  on  extraordinary  one.  There  is  no  case 
precisely  similar  to  be  found  in  any  report;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
the  like  will  not  occur  again.  W  ithin  these  few  years  many  in- 
stances have  happened  of  horses  being  poisoned  for  the  purpose 
of  betting,  at  Uoncaster,  Brighton,  and  Newmarket,  which 
created  an  alarm  that  nearly  annihilated  the  amusements  of  the 
turf.  At  length  the  gmlty  wretch  was  detected,  and  he  and 
kis  base  associate  have  been  brought  to  justice ;  but  the  prison- 
er, Dawson,  was  acquitted,  owing  to  some  flaw  in  the  iiidict- 
tnent,  which  charged  him  with  bemg  a  principal  rn  the  alleged 
act  of  poisoning  tbe  horses,  when,  in  truth,  he  was  an  accessopy 
before  the  fact.  There  was  another  question  which  arose  out  of 
the  case,  whether  any  cffeiice  had  been  committed  by  the  prison- 
er ;  but  the  judge  decided,  without  hearing  the  arguments  of 
counsel,  that  tfie  prisoner  must  be  acquitted,,  on  tne  ground 
that  the  law  did  not  rec^bgnize  him  as  a  prmcipaL  In  conse- 
quence of  the  abrupt  termination  of  this  trials  a  full  disclosure 
of  names,  .persons,  and  cireumstances,  was  prevented^  which 
would  have  established  the  facts  of  the  case^  and  brought  ta 
light  a  detestable  horde  of  conspirators,  who,  like  parasitic  ani- 
mals, fatten  on  the  vitak  of  a  more  noble  species.  Our  readers 
will  be  glad  to  hear,  that  Dawson  is  still  held  in  Cambridge 
jail  for  trial  at  the  next  assizes,  on  a  similar  indictment,  in 
the  present  cose  he  was  indicted  for  feloniou^,  wilfully,  and 
maliciously,  faifusing  into  ascertain  trough  where  horses  water- 
ed, six  ounce9  of  poison,  called  white  arsenic,  and  thereby  kiit- 
Yng  a  cok,  the  property  of  Sir  F.  Standish.  In  a  second  coum, 
ihc  prisoner  was  indicted  for  procuring  the  said  white  ar^iiic. 
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by  which  the  oolt  wa9  poieoved.  In  »  thiidcoqptf  k  was  aD»- 
ed  aeainst  the  prisoner,  that  he  had  .cauftod  the  hor^e  to  ^nSk 
of  the  poisonous  water.  In  the  fourth  and  last  count,  he  was 
cliargea  generally  with  killing  the  sajd  colt  Tlu9  was  not  an 
oSeoce  which  was  recognized  ui  commion  law;  jthe  indict* 
ment  was  founded  on  a  statute  of  the  i9th  of  peo»  {•  di.  2f, 
which  was  found  necessary  to  prevent  MXid  punish  ofiettces  so 
jsernicious  to  society,  m  the  wouadingt  mi^ming,  ^sxd  kSCng  of 
cattle. 

The  principal  endeoce  In  this  case  wa3  ft  mo  .named  deal 
Bishop,  particcps  crimiw^  who,  we  are  ashaased  to  coofessy  be- 
longa  to  our  professipn,  havii^  been  brought  up  a  chemiat  aad 
druggist,  ana  employed^  in  1809,  as  assistant -apothecazy  st 
Gups  Hospital.  He  was  base  enough  to  misapply  what  knosr* 
le4ge  he  had  acquired  by  a  aiuperior  education,  to  fiiml^  Daw- 
son  with  solutions  of  corrosive  sublioiate,  ana  of  arsenic,  and 
even  to  aid  and  assist  him  in  his  nefarious  projects,  by  injectiog, 
with  a  syringe,  arsenical  solution  into  the  wateriogHroiuihs  it 
Kewmarxet,  and  thus  to  destroy  the  lives  of  four  valuable  oorseSf 
besides  endangering  many  others.  Several  witnesses  were  caDed, 
whose  testimony  corrol>orated  this  wretcV^  confession  of  his 
infamy  and  guilty  hut  the  most  material  is  that  of  IVIr  Bowleg, 
veterinary-surgeon  at  Cambric^e,  whose  evidence,  fi>undedupan 
chemical  and  comparative  patbplogical  experiments^  is  satisiac* 
tory  and  conclusive,  though,  we  regret,  np  trials  were  ipade  of 
pn  the  contents  of  the  stomach  ana  injl;e3tiAe3. 

*  Mr  Bowles  stated,  that  be  s^as  caUed  in  ito  attend  th^  poisoneil 
horses  at  Newmarket,  on  Wedn/esday  the  1st  of  May*  «t  ftr  Frlnoe's 
stables.  He  foMnd  six  horses  v^ry  ill.  Sir  F>  Staodish'a  colt  irts 
Ipointed  out  to  .witness,  and  he  attended  the  polt  till  he  died.  WImp 
.  witness  first  saw  the  colt,  he  was  hanging  down  his  head,  appesred 
to  be  in  great  pain  from  the  intestines^  and  died  on  the  fbUowuig 
day.  On  opening  the  colt,  witness  found  the  stomach  and  intestioe^ 
very  considerably  inflamed.  There  were  dtllereot  sorts  of  inflsxn- 
mation,  but  in  this  case  appearances  were  dtffierent  from  commao 
inHamraation  ;  it  was  from  the  stomach  thronghout  the  body ;  awl 
witness  had  no  doubt  it  caused  4he  death  of  %be  horae.  He  bad 
tried  by  a  chemical  test,  by  lanar  caustic,  SM  water  whidi  be  Ksd 
reoeivedirora  Mr  Prioee.  ^rbe^ect  was^  thai  Sheanaoic  aunk  in 
a  yellow  doud.  Mr  Powles  went  an  to  poove,  by  his  aBparianee, 
that  there  was  solution  of  arsenic  in  4e*watar,  and  hit  bad  assce 
prepared  .some  in  ibe  same  aoannpi:,  whiob  bad  ihaaa  adwinii>Brad  to 
three  horses  by  way  of  experimaat*  Itk  ana  inittinpe  witness  .opeaed 
a  horse,  and  the  appearances  of  the  Uomapb  and  intestines  corre^ 
ponded  with  those  of  Sir  F.  Standish's  colt,  and  he  had  on  doulH 
the  whol^  was  produced  by  arsenical  preparatipo^ "  i 
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On  BiUcm  Colic  and  Ccmvuhwns  in  earfy  tvfimof.  fify  Joseph^ 
Clarkb,  M.  D.  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of' 
Hiysidansy  DaUin,  and  M.  R.  I.  A*  (from  the  XUk  volume 
of  Dransaeiions  of  the  Begfol  Imh  AcaUmgf).    Dublin,  1811; 

'T^His  18  a  practical  paper,  which  communicates  the  result  of 
-^  the  author's  expenence  in  a  dass  of  diseases,  either  too 
much  n^lected,  or  improperly  treated,  and  dierefore  terminat- 
ing often  in  death.  In  the  beginning  of  his  practice,  Dr  Cbrke^ 
remarks,  as  long  as  he  pursued  the  beaten  track— of  employing 
mixtores  of  rhuoarb  ana  magnesia,  solutions  of  manna  in  fennel 
water,  chalk,  volatile  alkali,  musk,  opium  and  blisters— recovery 
fVom  convulfdons  in  early  infancy  was  a  rare  occurrence.  Now 
the  case  is  happily  reversed,  and  death  rarely  happens.  The 
means  which  have  brought  about  this  pleasing  refbroii^tion,  are 
fiiliy  detailed  in  this  paper  $  and  it  seems  that  we  are  indebted  for 
the  publication  dbieny  to  Dr  Hamilton's  work  on  purgative  me- 
didnes)  for  the  author  doubts  whether  he  should  have  nad  cour- 
age  to  submit  his  observations  to  public  notice,  unless  he  had 
been  roused  and  encouraged  by  the  success  of  that  work.  Here 
IS  an  instaooe,  and  we  believe  many  might  be  quoted,  in  whidif 
the  publication  of  a  physician's  observations  and  experience,- 
however  widely  his  plan  of  titatment  AitSen  fron<  the  ordinary 
routine,  does  essential  good,  not  only  by  durecting  young  prac- 
titioners in  the  right  path,  but  by  calling  into  notice  the  remarks 
of  okler  ones,  who  htfve  long  followed  the  same  course.  We 
are  persuaded  Dr  Hamilton's  work  has  justly  become  so  popular, ' 
as  much  from  its  confirming  the  experience  of  those  who  have 
long  thought  and  acted  for  themselves,  since  they  escaiped  from 
the  trammels  of  system  and  nosologv,  as  from  the  decided  tone' 
which  it  holds  out  to  younfj^  men  who  are  just  beginning  to  pre* 
scribe  ak>ne,  whilst  the  paUent  and  his  fnends  te^  t&ir  eyesr 
atedfasdv  fixed  upon  everv  thing  that  he  says  and  does. 

Dr  diarke  omsklers  all  the  Mwel  comphints  of  infants,  pre-, 
^kms  to  dentition,  described  vnder  the  various  aj^Uations  of 
inwaard  fits,  eostivencss  and  wind,  gripes  and  green  stools,  ^to 
which  he  sdda  bilious  colic  stnd  convulsions)^  as  stones  of  toe 
same  disease^  and  to  be  more  or  less  connected  with  the  free  or , 
restrained  discharges  of  the  bowels.  In  a  former  volume  of 
these  Transactions  (vol.  VI.)>  he  expressed- an  opinion,  tbat» 

vouviu.  NO<3i.  ^ 
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large  proportion  of  these  discliapges  is  bilious;  and  he  now  adds, 
after  sixteen  years'  close  attention  to  the  subject,  that  in  colic 
and  convulsions,  nothing  but  a*  brisk  expolsioii  of  the  contents  of 
the  bowels  is  likely  to  afford  permanent  nsKef.    Thus  he  sajs — 

**  To  efCect  stieh  expulsion  rs  freqneotlj  a  ta»k  of  tkt  utmost  dtfi- 
culty,  and  requires  reined te$  of  the  ipost  powerful  nature.  When  an 
infant  is  seized  wnh  violent  screamtnje^s,  and  refuses  to  suet,  drawing 
its  lower  extrtaaitics  occasiooaHf  tovtards  tha  ahdooien,  theaxisteqce 
of  colic  may  be  safely  inferred.  On  in^iry,  the  infant  may  be  re* 
ported  to  have  bad  fre^oent  stools  t  but,  on  mspeGimm,  they  ^will  g«- 
ttsrallT  be  found  ^anty,  often  Rfeen* 

'*  A  dose  or  two  qf  castor  oiu  or  a  common  purgative  enema*  vrSI 
often  remove  slight  attacks  pi  this  natarc  It  is  in  general  after  tlie 
failure  of  such  measures  that  a  physician^  advice  is  xeqinired.  My 
pracdee  of  kte»  in  argent  casest  is  to  order  twelve  grains  of  calomel 
to  be  rubbed  with  eq^il  quantity  of  refined  sugary  and  divided  into 
e^ual  parts,  one  to  be  given  immediately  in  a  litde  of  the  nurse's 
suck,  and  in  an  hour  after  a  tea-spoonful  of  castor-oiL  And  altei* 
tiately  calomel  and  castor  oil  are  directed  to  be  repeated  every  hour, 
until  the  bowels  are  freely  purged,  and  the  mfaot  obtains  relief.  I 
hare  frequently  found  that,  before  my  visit  on  the  succeeding  day, 
fen  or  twelve  doses  of  each  have  been  given  and  retained  on  the  stc^ 
mach«  The  general  efect  is  many  motions  ;  bsrt,  on  inspection,  no« 
more  than  one  or  two  copious*  The  relief  from  pain  is  often  consi- 
derable, the  convulsions  have  ceased,  and  the  infant  wsmned  its 
Ibrroer  habit  of  sucking*  I  then  direct  the  powder  and  ail  to  be  re* 
pleated  every  third  or  fourth  hour,  more  or  less  frcquantly,  accord- 
ing  to  the  degree  of  ease  the  infant  appears  to  have  obta^ed,  and 
the  freedom  of  its  discharges*  On  tpy  third  visit*  the  bowels  bave 
generally  discharged  a  prodigious  quantity  of  green  and  appasendy 
acrid  bile ;  and  hence  I  have  denominated  the  colic  Mknu,  In  thf 
course  of  recovery,  the  quantity  of  evacuation  seldom  fails  to  asto- 
nish the  attendants,  who  cannot  well  comprehend  wbence  it  can  all 
be  derived.  The  relief  obtained  is  uniformly  proportioned  to  the 
quantity  discharged.  After  the  third  day  a  calomel  powder  is  giv- 
en, perhaps  night  and  n?.c»ming,  until  the  4lh  or  5th,  and  castc»^^.il 
now  and  then,  when  the  infant  is  uneasy.  Where  the  frequent  repe- 
tition  of  the  oil  nauseates  the  stomach,  or  where  it  produces  little  ef- 
fect at  the  end  of  twenty-four  hours,  I  substitute  a  dessert  spoonful 
of  infusion  of  senna,  sweetened  and  warmed  with  fifteen  or  twenty 
drops  of  tincture  of  jalap.  "    p.  IM. 
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Cases  ofAp^legy  ^mi  Ldhargy  /  mth  ObteroaUons  upon  ike  Co* 
tmtime  Diseases.  By  J.  Chetjne,  M.  D.  FeBow  c^  the  Royal 
College  of  Phyiicians,  Edinbiirgh,  of  the  King  and  Queen's 
Coflege  of  Physicians  in  Ireland,  &c.  Etc. .  London  1812. 
8Ta    pp.  224. 

^T^is  is  the  work  of  li  diligent  and  faitMiil  observer,  who  has 
-^  already  distinguished  himself  as  a  clinical  student.    Eariy  in* 
trodnced  to  eattensire  and  general  practice,  with  a  2eal  and  in« 
dustry  highly  praiseworthy,  Dr  C.  has  continued  to  note  die 
cases  of  his  patients,  to  record  any  important  ob&ervation,  to 
study,  in  detail,  the  Kving  features  of  disease  in  the  sick-cham« 
ber,  and'  to  trace  ihe  connexiim  between  symptoms  and  disor* 
ganization,  by  inspecting  the  bodies  of  the  deceased.     In  thus 
contemplating  the  phenomena  of  hydrocephalus  acutus,  and  pre- 
paring the  materials  of  his  essay  on  that  disease,  his  attentioit 
was  natarally  directed  to  the  ^neral  pathology  of  the  brain; 
and  the  work  now  before  us  is,  in  part,  the  oflspring  of  thii 
atady.    That  it  had  become  seeessary  to  reoonsidar  the  hktory 
and  treatMeat  of  apoplexy,  will  very  readily  be  acknowledged^ 
when  we  reooUect  the  late  controversy  whicdi  arose  out  of  a  dis* 
pvte  on  a  point  of  practice,  between  Dr  Langslow  and  Mr 
Crowfootj  and  with  what  animosity  and  contradiction  of  fiict 
and  argument,  that  controrersy  was  maintained  in  the  journals 
of  the  day^     The  sophistical  argument  too  of  Dr  Fothergill 
against  blood-letting  in  apoplexy,  had,  we  belieye,  influenced 
the  understanding  of  too  many  practitioners,  and  restrained  the 
use  of  the  most  powerful  remedy  we  possess  for  the  prevention 
or  cure  of  this  disease.     To  those  wno  have  entertained  any 
doubts  on  this  subject,  we  recommend  a  careful  study  of  Dr 
Cheyne's  Cases  and  Observations.  The  work  is  truly  dinic&l,  and 
completely  instructive  on  this  point;    The  author  is  merely  the 
historian  of  what  he  has  seen— of  what,  indeed,  all  may  see  who 
choose  to  open  their  eyes.     He  has  no  particular  conceit  or  hy- 
pothesis to  deform  the  picture,  and  his  observations  are  general- 
ly indttctite^  and  when  otherwise,  are  hazarded  with  the  most^ 
becoming  candour  and  modesty.     The  general  history  of  apo* 
plexy  is  good,  and  conveys  a  very  just  pictore  of  the  disease. 
It  contains,  however,  no  observation  of  sufficient  novelty  or  im- 
portance to  detain  us.    We  wish,  perhaps,  that  Dr  Cheyne  had 
ehvelt  more  particularly  on  the  presaging  signs  and  symptoms  of 
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disease  which  mark  the  apoplectic  cUatkesisy  and  precede  often, 
for  a  long  time,  an  im  pending.  lUtack. 

His  aceottnt  of  the  morbid  appearances  exhibited  on  dissec- 
tion, daimt  more  particularly  the  reader's  attention. 
-  In  di  vidinft  ^^  6catp,  there  is  often  a  great  flow  of  blood  from 
the  occipital  and  frontal  veins ;  indeed,  during  the  whole  of  a 
dissection,  the  blood  flows  from  all  parts  of  the  head  i  firat  firom 
the  superficial  veins,  and  then  in  streams  from  the  sinuses^  so 
that  tne  quantity  collected  amounts  to  one  or  two  pounds,  or 
even  more.  The  dura  mater  is  sometimes  thickened,  and  bound 
$o  the  cranium  by  the  strongest  adhesions.  The  tunica  aradi- 
jioides  is  occasionally  found  thickened  and  opake,  and  the  pia  ma- 
ter remarkably  vascular }  the  veins  are  not  onlv  turgid,  but  there 
often  appears,  also,  high  arterial  action,  evidenc^  by  a  briiKbt 
▼crmilioii  tint,  scarlet  extravasations,  the  membrane  seeming  as 
it  were  blood-shot  Between  the  pia  mater  and  aracfanokleii^ 
there  is  often  observed  serous  effiision,  colourless,  turbid,  bloody, 
and  even  mixed  with  streaks  of  coagulable  lymph. 

The  substance  of  the  brain  is  often  unusiHlUy  firm,  and  when 
cut  into,  the  numerous  points  of  blood  show  that  the  divided 
vessels  are  enlarged.  Tne  ventricles  are  often  enlarged,  and 
contain  serous  fluid  in  considerable  quantity. 

^  For  the  most  part,  extravasated  blood  is  found  withm  the  era- 
luum,  sometimes  between  the  membranes,  sometimes  in  the  sob- 
stance  of  the  brain.  Sometimes,  burstinr  the  wails  and  ^iMf  of  the 
vcatricles,  we  find  a  great  effusion  of  Mood  both  in  the  substance 
of  the  brain  and  in  the  ventricles.  Coagulated  blood  has  been  found 
in  various  parts  of  the  cerebrum  and  cerebellum  of  the  »sme  sub- 
ject ;  and  it  has  been  found  in  the  theca  vertebrarutir.  I  have  iwver 
seen  extravasation  of  blood  on  the  surface  of  the  brain,  which  did 
not  appear  to  have  arisen  from  a  rupture  of  its  substance ;  but  in  & 
case  communicated  to  me  by  a  friend,  the  blood  seemed  to  have 

flowed  from  a  number  of  the  smaller  arteries  or  the  pia  mater.  ** 

"  When  blood  is  extravasated  into  the  substance  t^  tlie  brain,  it  b 
contained  in  a  cavity,  the  walls  of  which  are  uneven  and  ragged ; 
and  in  this  n-regular  cavity,  the  substance  of  the  bratn  b  generally 
so  mixed  with  blood,  that  we  cannot  wash  the  blood  away  without 
carr}»mg  along  with  it  portions  of  the  medullary  matter. " 

He  has  seen  tlie  basilar  and  internal  carotid  arteries  considei^ 
ably  enlarged.  But  the  extravasation  of  blood  seldom  if  ever  is 
found  to  proceed  from  the  ruptture  of  a  considerable  branch  ^  it 
has  never  occura-ed  to  his  own  observation,  tie  denies  the  ge- 
neral or  frequent  existence  of  aneurisms,  ossilication,  or  utliet 
evident  diseased  state  of  the  arteries  of  the  brain,  as  the  nreriii^ 
posing  cause  of  these  effusions  and  cKtravasatious  of  blood  ut 
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the  bnun,  which  almost  always  arise  from  the  minuter  vessels  of 
its  substance. 

*'  It  is  not  by  the  scalpel  alone,  that  the  anatomist  can  denv>n« 
Btrate  the  state  of  the  vessels  which  pour  the  blood  into  the  substance 
of  the  brain  during  apoplexy ;  but  in  many  cases  after  he  has  expos« 
ed  Che  seat  of  the  extravasation,  he  may,  by  means  of  a  syringe,  or 
by  a  patieot  use  of  a  camclVhair  pencil,  by  washing  away  the  broken 
portions  of  tile  braioi  and  carefully  removing  the  larger  maues  of 
the  blood,  at  last,  all  along  the  walla  of  the  irregular  cavity^  show 
many  vessels  not  larger  than  a  human  hair,  .ending  in  small  clots  of 
blood  \  and  be  will  sometimes  find  the  same  appearance  in  various 
and  distmct  parts  of  the  same  brain.  Hence  it  seems,  that  the  bleed- 
ing does  not  depend  on  erosion,  nor  is  it  owing  to  aneurism,  nor  os* 
aificatioui  but  to  a  great  and  simultaneous  action  of  the  smaller  ar- 
teries of  a  hemisphere,  orof  the  whole  brain ;  an  action  vvbich,  strong 
as  these  arteries  are,  they  in  general  are  unable  to  bear  without  a 
rupture  of  their  coats.  *' 

Generally,  then,  the  appearances  observed  in  the  brain  of  apo- 
plectics  may  be  thus  summed  up. 

*^  The  remains  of  an  excited  state  of  the  minute  arteries  of  the 
brain  and  its  membranes,  this  probably  being  the  most  im[>ortantt 
as  it  is  the  most  unvarying  appearance ;  then  the  extravasation  of 
blood,  probably  the  consequence  of  the  excited  state  of  the  vessels ; 
the  turgescence  of  the  venous  system  ;  the  enlargement  of  the  ventri* 
cles,  partial  and  general ;  and  lastly,  the  serous  effusion  which  is 
generally  fomid  in  various  parts  of  the  brain,  and  which  would  seem 
to  imply  prentous  absorption  of  the  brain.  Again,  apoplexy,  **  he 
observes,  *'  is  probably  not  so  siidden  adisea^  as  is  generally  thought; 
or  rather  the  attack  appears  connected  with  changes  which  have  been 
going  on  for  a  considerable  time.  This  opinion  is  supported  by  the 
duration  of  the  disordered  functions,  which  denote  tne  apoplectic 
diathesis,  and  by  the  various  appearances  which  are  observed  on  dis.« 
section;  the  substance  of  the  brain  is  changed  in  consistence;  the 
membranes  have  lost  their  transparency ;  and  we  seldom  make  a 
dissection  after  apoplexy,  without  detecting  preternaturd  serous  ef- 
fusion. " 

Such  is  the  conclition  of  the  brain  in  the  disease  distinctively 
called  sangmnecm  apoplexy.  The  existence  of  serous  apoplexy 
has  been  by  some  entirely  denied.  It  is  surely  of  much  rarer 
occurrence ;  and  the  symptoms  which  have  been  described  by 
authors  as  distinguishing  it,  are  not  to  be  trusted  to,  as  tliey  have 
repeatedly  been  observed  in  those  coses,  which  dissection  has  a& 
terwanis  proved  to  have  been  sanguineous.'  In  one  case  only 
of  the  many  which  have  been  attended  by  Dr  Cheyne,  have  the 
appearances  of  serons  apof\e%y  been  exhibited  on  dissection ; 
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there  was  extensive  serous  effusiop,  witlimit  entriivaMioilor  omi* 

festion  of  blood ;  the  substance  of  the  brain  was  uowroaUy  uA ; 
ut  even  here^  the  pia  mater  exhibited  signs  of  inflafnmatii^y  und 
the  increased  number  of  its  minute  blood- vessels^  bore  tesdmonj 
to  the  co-existence  of  increased  vascular  action. 

**  When  we  find,  after  a  fatal  case  of  apoplexyr  that  we  ca^nnoo^ 
the  brain,  without  the  escape  of  a  single  drop  of  blood :  that  the  bnun 
is  soft  and  colourless ;  the  ventricles  enlargedi  and  perhapadkrletided 
with  serum  ;  the  plexus  choroides  pale;  we  se#  a  liiry  difiere&t 
disease  fVom  what  h  described  in  this  volonie  at  flwch  length,  said 
which  Galen  has  emphsticallj  ebaracterked,  *  muHo  nimicuaa  aaa^ 
gulne  in  principium  animantis  confertum  i mientew '  ^ 

He  has  been  told  by  a  celebrated  ooatonustj 

— *<  that  the  morbid  appearances  of  the  brain,  aftw  what  was  eoM« 
•idered  serous  apoplexy,  when  mstanlafieously  fatal,  m  wheft  a  naaA 
walking  quietly  along  has  dropt  down  dead  ia  Cbe  sfretft«»  have 
sometimes  barely  enabled  him  to  give  such,  an  acoount  of  the  dis* 
section,  as  might  seem  to  explain  the  patient's  deatli,.  And  in  con- 
firmation of  this  remark,  Mr  Fyffe  the  anatomist  informs  me,  thai 
in  several  instances  he  has  scarcely  b^en  able  to  detect  any  morbid 
appearances  in  the  heads  of  persons  who  had  ^\^^  suddenly,  as  was 
aapposed,  of  serous  apoplexy^  Perhaps  a  littte  watery  ettiision  ^n 
f  he  surface  of  the  brain,  between  the  conyQlutiona,  or  i»  the  ventn- 
cles,  was  all  he  had  to  note.  V 

The  fourth  letter  of  Morgagni,  which  treats  oS  serofia  apo- 
plexy, contains  fifteen  or  twenty  cases,  with  dissections ;  but  of 
these  only  three  appear  to  bek>ng  to  this  variety^  UpoQ  the 
wholei  Dr  Cheyi^e  infers,  that  seroua  apoplesy»  compared 
with  sanguineous,  is  a  very  rare  disease.  We  are  still  left  in 
the  dark  during  the  life  of  our  patrcnts,  as  there  are  no  sym^^toms 
sufficiently  characteristic  of  it,  to  distrn^sh  it  from  cases  of 
sanguineous  congestion  and  effusion.  The  aged,  the  pale,  and 
Icucbphlegmatic  have  had  ^he  brain  laperatef  and  injected  with 
J)Iood.  *'■•-. 

Tliese  pathological  observations  are  of  the  utmost  imponance. 
It  appears  that,  in  almost  every  case  of  apople^v^  there  is  a 
high  excitement  of  the  vessels  of  the  brain  ;  that  the  eflusion  of 
Mood,  no  kss  than  the  serous  effusion,  proceeds  generaiiy  from 
imnute  vessels,  from  a  number  of  extreme  Jjranches,  and  not  from 
the  rupture  of  any  larger  trunk  or  branch  ;  ^d  consequently 
that  much  may  be  done  to  obviate  the  diathesis,  and,  when  the 
^ttTOk  has  taken  place,  to  recover  the  patient,  by  preventing  or 
nioderating  the  effusion.  The  most  prompt  and  effectual  means 
r  ^^»^  wi»>  woidid  seem  to  be,  to  {easen  the  excitement  and 
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t^tsn^jMMIM  of  the  ^dicolar  8ysteiii«  by  uriloiklitig  thd  v«gselA, 

3.iid  leMening  the  propuimve  power  of  the  henre  and  lar^ter  ar-^- 

<»rie«.    'And  this  k  %wrelj  the  meaiu  wbicfa  thp  eKperience  of 

«ig«»  Ims  shown  to  be  the  nosi  prompt  and  effectosL     The' 

sno0tob¥iott»fiieansof  aocompifshing  our  indication,  Has  indcMl* 

loeen  «ahimaiated,  and  by  a^me  pby«iciaus  ndgiectfd.  Dr  Cbeytie 

liae,  therefore^,  at  gteat  len^h,  reargued  the  suliject,  and  rts 

jti<yfed,   «re  think,  every  objection  i^^hich  can  be  opptHf^d  to 

blocKl-letting,  which  he  is  convinced  i:*  not  only  the  most  effeo- 

CurI  remedy  in  apoplexy,  bat  nwch  tnofe  effectual  than  all  o- 

tbers  in  use^     Our  own  experience,  which  has  not  been  incon* 

eaderaUe,  and  we  may  add|  we  believe,  (hat  of  all  the  phj^si^ 

<;iana  cf  thja  «cfaool,  entirely  coincides  wiih  that  of  our  nuthon 

^Nothing  enn  he  more  fallacious,  than  the  ceJebrated  observation 

c>f  l>t  FothergiU.     Of  those  who  are  attacked  with  apoplexy, 

undoubtedly  many  die,  and  others  who  survive  remain  paralytic 

in  some  of  their  limbs;  because  the  brain  has  already  suffered 

irreparable  injury  from  effusion  of  Uood,  and  laceration  of  its' 

filibstiuiee;   an  effect  which  blood-letting  never  can  occasion, 

wfaick  jt  nerer  is  known  to  produce  in  otin r  diseases,  and  whkrh 

never  follows  epistaxis,  or  other  natural  Ike morrh ages,  however 

profttse,  but  which  such  evacuations  are  most  likefy  to  obviate 

and  prefent«     The  only  case,  pei*haps,  in  which  we  would  hest-' 

tnte  to  bleed,  is  serous  apoplexy.     To  the  inference  drawn  from 

ibk  easCf  aa  an  argument  against  blood*Ictting  as  a  remedy  in 

apoplexy:,  Dr  Cbeyne  replies^- 

4. 

''  The  physicians  wha  object  to  Mood-letting  in  apoplexy,  lest  the 
attack  should  be  of  the  serqus  kind^  are  bound  first  to  teach  us  how- 
to  distinguish  this  species;  and  secondly,  to  prove,  that  blood-letting 
is  injurious  to  a  patient  in  serous  apoplexy  i  neither  of  which  they 
have  doae« 

**  Cases  are  recorded,  in  which  Che  vessels  of  the  brain  have  been 
found  gorged,  or  in  which  blood  has  been  extravasated,  in  pale,  re- 
laxed, emaciated  okl  men  and  women,  wiio  have  led  a  life  of  tern- 
perance^  or  even  abstemiousness  ;  therefore,  the  existence  of  seroits 
Apoplexy  is  not  determined  by  the  appearance,  the  apje,  sex,  nor 
even  by  the  habiu  of  the  patient ;  yet  these  ere  the  circumstances 
upon  which  the  diagnostic  hitherto  has  been  refuted.  Most  profes- 
sional readers  know  how  long  and  how  well  Mtorgagni  and  Pi^rtal 
have  studied  pathology;  yet  we  in  vain  seek  in  tlie  writings  af  either, 
for  certaifi  means  of  distinguishing  serous  from  sanguineous  apople* 
xy.  For  tlie  mere  practical  phytiijcian.  Portal  indeed  has  cut  tho 
knot,  by  recommending  the  same  treatnant  in  both  varieties.  " 

•  The  case -of  ser.u^  apoplexy  is  comparatively  a  rare  one,  and 
evea  in-ii  tliejre  ar^  marks  of  vascular  excitement,    pr  Cbeyne 
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Idh  us  that  he  hu  attended  fifty  fatal  cases  of  apopkxyi  and  of 
inese  onlv  one  was  a  case  of  serous  apoplexy. 

*'  Noir,"  be  obsenresy  **  admitting  this  propoitioB,  that  thece  are 
fifty  cases  of  sanguineous  apoplexy  which  reauire  the  physi otas^a  as- 
jsistancey  for  one  of  serous*  (and  as  some  distinguisbed  pbyaicMOs 
bare  altogethejr  denied  the  existence  of  jerous  apopleicy»  it  as  jproh** 
hie  that  I  have  not  overrated  the  proportion),  we  may  find  an  aigu* 
ment  m  favour  of  blood-letting,  which  will  not  be  easily  overturned 
npon  the  relative  frequency  of  cbe  two  species  pf  thp  disease-  " 

In  the  treatment  of  apoplexyf  we  must  recollect  the  urgency  of 
the  caset  and  the  cause  whicli  is  destroying  the  braior  Our  ob- 
ject is  to  diminish  vascular  excitement,  aqd  to  prevent  or  mod^ale 
'a  destructive  efiiision,  which  woi^ld  pi|t  an  end  to  life  i  and,  as 
in  pneumonia,  we  must  persevere  till  diis  object  is  accomplisbed, 
or  till  there  is  no  longer  hope  of  acccmsplishing  it«  A  few  ouaoes 
of  blood  will  not  do  this  in  either  case.  We  roust  bleed  largely, 
and  repeat  the  operation  9ccording  to  the  necessity  of  the  case.** 
**  It  ought  to  be  ];nown»  ^  says  our  author,  '^  tnat  frooi  six  to 
eight  pounds  of  blood  have  oeen  taken  from  a  person  by  no 
means  robust,  before  the  disease,  which  einded  Ssvourablyy  be< 
gan  to  yield. " 

The  other  remedies  whidi  are  commonly  employed  in  apo* 
plexy  are  emetics,  purges,  and  blisters*  On  each  of  these  Dr 
Cheyne  has  favoured  us  with  excellent  remarks.  lie  enters  into 
the  Brgumcot.on  th^  subject  of  emetics,  and  discusses  it  su  con> 
sideraUe  length.  He  has  shown,,  we  think,  in  a  very  satjs&ctorj 
manner,  that  where  the  stomach  is  evidently  overloaded  by  re* 
cenf;  crapulence,  this  evacuation,  excited  by  the  most  gentle 
meatus,  may  become  necessary  and  useful ;  but  that  generally  eme* 
lies  are  improper  remedies  in  apoplexy.  Purgatives  are,  on  eveiy 
principle  of  reason  and  experience,  to  be  preferred  for  relieving 
the  stomach  and  primsQ  viip  in  thi?  disease.  Of  blisters^  bis  ex- 
perience does  not  speak  very  highly.  They  do  not  seem  verj 
applicable,  more  particularly  in  t^e  begin|;ung  of  apoplectic  tt- 
/tack ;  and  though  he  has  often  had  recourse  to  then|9  he  has 
never  distinctly  seen  a  p^tien^  in  apop}e;[^^  relieved  by  bliatcring.. 

Haying  included  his  general  history  ot  apoplexy,  and  thrown 
much  interesting  light  on  the  patholoiry  and  the  therapeutics  of 
this  disease,  our  author  proceeds  to  the  relation  of  his  cases  and 
fdissections^  twentyp-three  in  number,  which  is  followed  op  by  s 
luminous  and  instructive  commentary.  But  these  obtfervatioiis, 
hpt^ever  yaliial>ley  our  limitf  oblige  us  to  pa^  over  for  Uie  pre- 
pent. 

We  must,  however,  take  $ome  notice  of  our  author's  opinions 
qn  the  subject  of  Lethargy,  His  ob;seryationa  haye  led  him  ia 
fiifestion  the  propriety  with  which  JDr  Cullen  has  classpd  such 
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dliseaaes  as  catalepsis,  extasis,  cams,  cataphora,  and  lethargua 
with  apoplexy,  between  which  and  these  diseases  there  is,  he 
ihmkty  a  diitincUcm  which  shook!  be  restored. 

A  btr  and  delicate  scrofiilons  girl,  Dr  Cheyne  had  repeatedly 
seen  sffiBCted  in  the  ibiio^ng  manner :  *<  Her  eyes  became  fixe€i« 
and  without  expression  ;  her  eyelids  dropt,  but  not  so  complete- 
ly as  to  cover  tne  pupil ;  her  complexion  did  not  chan^ ;  die 
was  to  every  appearance  insensiUe,  and  her  breathing  was  w  low 
that  it  was  not  to  be  heard.  Her  body  lay  in  the  position  in 
wbidi  it  was  when  the  fit  seized  her.  She  had  no  warning  of 
tbese  attacks,  which  generally  lasted  some  minutes ;  her  friends 
knew  the  fit  was  over  when  they  heard  her  sigh^  She  died  be- 
fore she  reached  her  fifteenth  year,  of  an  attack  of  meliena. '' 

Sneh  cases  as  this,  cases  of  somnolency,  of  sudden  confueioHf 
and  loss  of  memory,  with  little  or  no  diminution  of  the  power  of 
aenseand  motion,-^— cases  in  which  the  patient  is  torpid,  and  passes 
much  of  his  time  in  sleep,  so  deep  that  he  cannot  easily  be  rous« 
ed^  ar.d,  when  excited  to  look  up,  or  answer  a  question,  iy;ain  re«> 
lapses  into  profound  sleep, — differ  wtddy  from  apoplexy  in  many 
particulars ;  and,  until  the  time  of  Dr  Uullen,  was  carefully  dis« 
tinguished  from  it,  by  the  names  of  lethargus,  cataphora,  and 
carus« 

There  are  considerable  affinities,  however,  between  aU  tliese 
diseases;  and,  notwithstanding  the  very  judicious  observalions 
now  before  us,  there  still  appears  to  be  much  difiiculty  attached 
to  this  inquiry.     It  may  be  easy  to  decide  upon  a  case  of  lethar- 

SUB,  or  ev^  pf  cataphora;  but  between  car  us  and  apoplexy  the 
iagnosis  is  obscure  f- and  from  the  slightest  case  .of  Jethdrsyt 
to  carufi,  or  f poplexy,  tliere  sf^ms  almost  an  insensible  gradar 
tion. 

**  A  sudden  and  permanent  loss  of  recollection,  with  torpor  and 
somndeocy,  has  been  caUed  a  Mralytia  attack ;  but  when  unsQcooi- 
panied  with  loss  of  rouscuiar^jfowery  or  of  sensation,  it  \h  with  more 
propriety  ti^  be  epnsidered  as  lethargic. " 

UndoubtecMy,  in  such  a  case,  the  distinction  is  evident.  But 
in  the  extreme  case  of  lethargy,  as  in  carus^  the  patient  is  not  to 
b«  excited  by  noise,  ^h^king,  or  even  by  pricking  or  pinching  thf 
skin.     In  cams  any  attempt  to  rouse  liim  is  iTnavaiiing. 

Again,  in  the  beginning  of  apoples^y,  tlie  patient  may  be  ex^' 
cited,-^he  starts  when  pricked  with  the  lancet  s  but  as  the  dis* 
ease  advances  towards  a  fatal  termination,  he  becomes  h^ore  and 
more  insensible,  and  uq  kind  of  excitation  afiects  hinu  Indeed, 
J3r  Chevne  has  aljeged,  that  it  is  by  no  means  uncommon'tWteo 
carus  after  apoplexy  itself;  the  patient,  after  a  certain  time,1>c- 
coming  pale,  with  a  slow  depressed  pulse,  breatliing  softly,  but 
t>(#lally  iuexciteable.    Thus  then^  letnargpri  catapborai  and  apu* 
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|>Iexjy  and  cmriisiy  are  in  rcgdar  seqocnoe,  and  sometimci  [ 
into  each  oiher;  and  if  «€  take  serous  apoplexy  as  anoUier 
link,  we  shall  find  the  wh<de  subject  still  perpiesM  with  infi- 
nite dkflicultj. 

Gencrnily,  however,  it  appears,  that  there  is  not  a  ncccaanrj  or 
constant  connexion  between  letharcic  and  apoplectic  diaeflse»»  A 
propensity  to  sleep*  and  a  forgetfwiiess  of  recent  events,  are  the 
leading  symptoms  of  lethargy,— ^*mptonis  which  are  often  found 
to  occur  without  any  loss  of  sensation  or  of  vokintarj  motion ; 
and  persons  in  hemiplegia  are  often  in  possession  of  eveiy  intel- 
lectual faculty  $*-^tbeir  memory  may  be  unimpaired,  and,  so  far 
from  being  lethargic,  we  not  anfrequently  find  them  restless,  and 
tomplaining  of  want  of  sleep.. 

It  appears  also,  that  these  di&rent  states  of  fetkargy  and  apo- 
plexy are  repix^ented  by  diflerent  states  of  the  brain.  In  kthar- 
gic  complaints,  the  diseased  appearance^  are  most  remarkable  on 
Uie  surface  of  the  brain,  which  is^foand  covered  with  serous  efi* 
iusion ;  and  the  membranes,  particularly  the  arachnoidea,  under 
which  much  of  the  watery  deposition  is  confined,  ore  opaka 
There  are  marks  also  of  previous  excitement ;  and  the  substance 
of  the  brain,  especially  the  cortical  part,  is  flaccid  and  nioisL 
In  apoplexy  and  palsy,  the  diseased  appearances  are  sanguineous 
and  serous  effusion  into  the  ventricles  and  substance  of  the 
brain. 


VIII, 

On  the  Morbid  SensibiWy  of  the  %f ,  eommonly  called  Weakness 
of  Sight.  By  John  Stevenson,  Member  of  tlie  Royal  Cot 
kge  of  Surgeons*    London,  1810. 

^ITe  have  often  thought,  that  the  tid^page  and  dedicatioa ot 

^^  a  book  might  be  juhUy  compared  16  a  man's  first  lutroduv* 
tion  amongst  a  society  of  strangers.  The  sise  and  beauty  of 
the  type  coincide  with  his  dreiss  and  gestures ;  whilst  the  matter 
which  the  pages  contain,  restmble  the  more  prominent  features 
of  his  mind*  and  i^he  intelligence  of  his  countenancew  What 
*o}>iiyon,  then,  are  we  to  ionn  of  a  work,  whose  title-page  con- 
tains merely  a  symptom  of  diseabe,  met  with  in  almost  every  af« 
fiction  of  an  organ  i  or  what  notion  can  we  fonn  of  the  uprigbtt 
manly  and  independent  conduct  of  ^  medical  man  who  stpops  ta. 
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phce  sptoGMbsi^  work  U  the  foot  of  n  Lady  of  Qfiolittfl  We 
are  fiur  firon  wishing  to  detract  from  the  character  of  che  *^  Ladjr 
Viscountess  Perceval,  "  the  choMD  one  to  whom  the  author  hiiii 
dedicated  hie  woric.  Nor  do  we  presume  to  doubt  that  **  coni^ 
passmi  for  the  afflicted  is  not  the  least  amiaUe  or  prominent 
feature  ia  her  truljr  estimable  character.  '*  Yet  we  cannot  re<- 
frain  frona  remarking^  that,  in  oor  opinion,  her  name  is  brought 
ibrward  before  the  public  in  a  manner^  and  in  a  place,  highlj 
d^yradiag  to  her  rank  and  sexf  and  had  even  Lady  Perceval  beea 
one  of  the  most  celebrated  btue-stodcin^  Imdks  of  the.  day^  we  do 
not  think  that  she  should  have  aUowed  ner  nameXo  appear  in  the 
dedication  of  soch  a  book. 

Our  author,  in  hh  introdujction,  points  out  how  indispensably 
how  emameatal  the  organ  of  viuon  is;  and  he  is  afterwards  led 
to  draw  some  very  important  eondusions  on  tbe.diseases  of  the 
pi^n,  which  he  indeed  expresses  in  a  sentimental  and  afiecting 
manner  }  It  has  afforded  hrra  exquisite  deii^^t,  to  find  that  the 
diseases  of  the  ^e^  *'  which  have  been  in  a  great  measures  me* 
nopoltzed  hj presuming  and  ignormH  empirics,  utterly  ignorant  of 
(he  principles  and  practice  of  medical  science,  is  now  considered 
Bot  lesa  important  than  any  other  branch  of  surgery  1 ''  (p.  2.)   . 

Thus  Mr  Stevenson  renounces,  at  the  outset,  all  pretensions  to 
empiricism  and  quackery,  and  adds,  **  having  fur  some  time 
patit^  altogether  rielinqaished  general  practice,  (in  the  exercise  a£ 
which  I  have  been  for  many  years  extensively  engaged),  for  the 
express  purpose  of  devoting  my  attention  exclusively  to  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  ej'e  and  car.  "  (p.  S.)  We  will  not  Attempt  to 
calculate  the  degree  of  this  pleasure  by  any  measure,  cither  moral 
or  physical;  but  we  most  cordially  join  him  in  expressing  our 
gratification,  could  we  beNeve  that  he  is  the  man  who  has  re- 
leaaed  the  duties  of  the  oculist  from  the  hands  of  the  ignorant 
and  presuming  empiric.  If  Mr  Stevenson  had  beefn  ac(]uaiuted 
with  the  history  of  medicine,  and  of  those  men  who  have  con- 
tributed most  to  its  improvement,  he  surely  could  not  have  ven- 
tured to  intrude  such  sentiments  before  the  public.  We  hav« 
always  conceived,  and  our  o)Hnian  is  not  a  singular  on(^,  that  the 
practice  of  the  medical  art,  and  the  study  of  the  science  of  inedi^ 
cine,  were  one  and  the  same,  and  lliat  diseases  of  any  particular 
organ  could  not  be  treated  with  ability  and  skill,  but  by  thos^ 
who  had  acquired  an  extensive  knowledge  of  the  diseases  of  the 
whole  .body.  Upon  tliese  general  principles,  we  have  always 
condemned  those  who  have  pretended  that  any  knowledge  could 
.be  obtained  in  the  diseases  and  treatment  of  si  particular  org^Uj 
by  practising  on  tliat  organ  alone,  which  thegeneial  practilioucr 
pight  not  acquire*    On  tb6  Continenl|  the  two  most  celebrated 
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surgeons  of  die  present  day,  Richter  and  Scarpa,  have  eontribut- 
ed  greatly  to  our  stock  of  knowledge  on  the  aiseases  of  the  eyes; 
ana  in  our  own  country,  the  work  of  Mr  Gibson  may  be  neo- 
tioned,  amongst  many  others,  as  a  strong  iUustratioa  of  our  opi* 
nion.  The  same  may  be  said  of  the  ear,  from  the  ingeokms 
ohservfltions  of  Mr  Cooper.  But  to  proceed  to  the  work  before 
us. — We  have  already  found  fault  with  its  titie-page,  as  it  nierfr* 
ly  expresses  a  symptom  which  occurs  in  many  diseases  of  the 
eye.  In  the  greater  proportion  of  the  disease^  of  this  onp^* 
^es  not  the  retina  acquire  a  morbid  degree  of  soisibiuty? 
And  in  nearly  as  great  a  proportion  is  there  not  a  weakness  of 
sight  ?  The  perusal  of  the  work  is  a  proof  of  our  reoMurks,  as 
it  contains  a  history  of  some  diseases  (chiefly  inflammation  of 
the  parts  contained  m  the  posterior  chamber)  where  this  morbid 
sensibiiity  of  the  eye  is  merely  a  fiymptom.  The  whole  merit 
which  we  conceive  the  author  to  ciatm  to  himsdf  in  this  woric^ 
and  the  only  apology  which  we  can  find  ft>r  his  writing  a  book, 
is  to  show,  that  thete  eases,  oommbnly  called  weakness  of  sight, 
have  been  generally  and  very  unsuccessfully  treated  by  tonic  me- 
dicines; and  that  our  author  has  successfully  employed  an  oppo* 
site  mode  of  treatment,  by  bleeding,  purgatives,  and  the  anti- 
phlogistic regimen. 


IX. 

Cammunicaliofis  relative  io  the  Datura  Stramonium^  or  Tham- 
ap^:  as  a  Cure  orReUff  qf  Asthma  .*  addressed  toiieEditcr 
of  the  Monthly  Magazine^  sneral  ofthim  never  bffore  publish' 
ed.    Lond.  1811.    pp.90. 

Tt  is  a  trite  observation,  that  on  the  introduction  of  new,  or  «• 
•*-  vival  of  neglected  remedies,  two  opposite  faults  are  frequeoi- 
Iv  committed.  By  some  they  are  extolled  for  powers  which  they 
do  not  possess,  while  others  deny  them  all  virtuesj  and  it  is  s4* 
dom,  until  after  repeate<1  fluctuations,  that  their  real  value  is  at 
last  ascertained  and  generally  admitted. 

llie  subject  of  this  treatise  furnishes  a  striking  example  of  the 
truth  orthese  remarks.  Stramonium  was  for  a  short  time  exidled 
as  an  almost  Infallible  remedy  in  the  cure  of  mania  and  mdancbo- 
lia,  and  Chen  fell  into  total  neglect.  Once  more  it  has  become 
fashionable,  for  the  cure  of  a  totally  diflerent  disease,  and  its  newr 
iy  ascribed  powers  are  still  a  matter  of  keen  cotitroversy. 
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Thtf  first  pnUic  notice  of  these  was  in  a  letter  to  die  Editor  of 
the  Montiily  Magazine,  signed  Verax^  but  now  acknowledged  by 
Mr  Silk)  a  respectable  merchant  in  London,  who  had  oerited 
great  benefit  from  its  use.  The  history,  however,  of  its  intro* 
Suction^  is  very  concisely  detailed  in  the  following  letter,  from 
Dr  Sims  of  Guildford  Street 

••  Some  time  in  the  vear  1802, 1  received  from  General  Gent  a  re- 
medy that  he  had  not  long  before  brought  from  Madras,  which,  the 
General  informed  me,  was  used  there  as  a  specific  for  relieving  the 
paroxjTsm  of  asthma,  and  that  it  was  prepared  from  the  roots  of  the  wild 
purple-flowered  thomaople  (Datura^or).  Tlie  roots  had  been  cut 
into  slips  as  soon  as  gathered,  dried  in  die  shade,  and  then  beat  into 
fibres  resembling  coarse  hemp.  The  mode  ^  using  it  was  by  smoking 
it  in  a  pipe  at  the  time  of  the  paroxysm,  either  by  itself  or  mixed  with 
tobacco^  according  as  the  patients  were  previously  addicted  to  smok- 
iug  or  not.  General  Gent  procured  this  remedy  from  Dr  Anderson, 
ptiysician-general  at  Macbas,  who  both  recommended  it^  and^  I  be« 
lieve,  used  it  himself. 

*'  I  happened  at  this  time  to  be  attending  the  daughter  of  an  emi- 
nent physician,  labouring  under  phthisis  pulmonalis,  combined  with 
asthma,  as  appeared  to  me  from  the  frequent  paroxysms  of  difficulty 
of  breathing,  not  usual  in  pure  phthisis,  at  least  in  so  early  a  stage  of 
the  disorder.  With  a  view  of  alleviating  these  distressing  paroxysms^ 
I  recommended  a  trial  of  this  remedy,  which  to  me  was  at  that  time 
perfectly  new.  The  relief  obtajned  was  far  beyond  expectation  % 
and,  although  gradually  sinking  utider  an  incurable  disease*  this  amia- 
ble lady  continued  to  experience  great  satisfaction  in  its  use,  almost 
to  the  fatal  tennination. 

*'  Soon  after  this,  meetinr  with  Mr  Toulmin,  surgeon  of  Hackney, 
at  A  time  when  be  was  much  harassed  by  frequent  paroxysms  of  asthma* 
under  which  he  had  been  suffering  for  several  years,  1  recoinmended 
the  same  remedy  to  him.  He  received  so  much  benefit  from  its  use, 
that  I  gladly  transferred  all  of  the  remedy  that  I  had  left  to  him. 
But  the  quantity  not  being  sufficient  to  last  long,  he  was  obliged  to 
have  recourse  to  our  common  thorn-apple  (Datura  Stramonium),  of 
which  I  had  advised  him  to  try  the  stalks,  as  the  roots  of  this  species 
are  small  and  fibrous.  Mr  Toulmin  experienced  nearly  the  same  re- 
lief from  this  as  ftom  the  East  India  plant :  he  likewise  tried  the 
iearest  but  could  hardly  distinguish  these  from  tobaccot  cither  in  taste 
or  efii^s.  From  Mr  Toulmin,  the  knowledge  of  this  remedy  was 
coaunttnicated,  among  others,  to  your  correspondent  (Mr  Sills). 

•^  1  hare  two  purposes  to  answer  by  the  above  communication.  In 
the  first  place,  it  will  serve  to  point  out  the  history  of  the  introduction 
of  a  reBMdy  filiich  promises  to  become  an  important  additk)n  to  the  . 
Materia  Medica }  not  that  I  can  claim  any  merit  from  the  share  that . 
I  have  accidentally  had  in  it ;  but  the  principal  intention  I  have  had 
in  view,  was  to  show  that  the  original  remedy,  as  used  in  the  Easf 
Indies,  is  not  exactly  the  same  as  what  is  used  here.  It  is  indeed 
highly  probable  that  both  species  have  nearly  similar  virtues  >  but  tb 
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•lie  nay  pcrliaps  be  mone  efficacious  diao  the  etfier.  b  Is  to  be  bop- 
ed  that  ptepared  mots  will  be  imperted  fron  Madrasy  m  order  dik 
auch  patients  as  maj  sot  hafve  expcrieneed  the  proaiitcd  relief  from 
smoking  the  stalks  oif  Datura  StramoniuiHi  may  bare  sax  opportwiitf 
of  trying  whether  the  roots  of  Datura  Ferox  may  be  eficacioos. 

^  More  care  ought  to  be  taken  in  the  pre^ratioii  of  die  scrasnoiiiiUD 
than  is  usually  done.  The  stalks  ought  to  be  cut  into  slender  dipt 
'wbiie  recent)  and  dried  ^uickly^  In  our  clinoate  the  general  direcuos 
of  drying  in  the  shade  is  injurious  to  most  herbs ;  the  quicker  they 
are  dried,  the  more  they  contain  of  the  taste  and  colour,  and  conse* 

3uendy  oT  the  virtues  of  the  fresh  plants.  I  observe,  that,  of  la^ 
le  vdiole  plant  is  sold  in  the  physic  herb*shops,  as  a  remedy  for  the 
asthma*  Now  it  ought  to  be  generally  known  that  the  leaves»  aa^ 
nore.  especially  die  unripe  capsule  and  seeds  of  the  thorn44>ple»  are 
a  very  powerful,  nay  even  a  deleterious  narcotic,  if  taken  intemaMj, 
and  probably  cannot,  in  all  cases^  be  even  smoked  with  impunitf. 
Yet  die  leaves,  according  to  the  experience  of  Mr  Toulmin  hijsse^ 
are  not  possessed  of  the  same  powers,  in  allaymg  the  asdimatic  pap 
roxysiQs,  as  the  comparatively  .mild- and  innocent  stalks  and  roou." 

We  shell  now  make  ii  few  quotationa  from  the  cases  contained 
in  these  letters.  Mr  Sills  first  describes  the  symptoms  of  bk 
asthma,  and  the  effect  of  the  stramonium  upon  hUut  and  his 
jananner  of  using  it. 

**  The  asthmaue  paroxysm  usualiy  cane  on  aboot  two  o'deck  m 
the  morning,  when  I  was  suddenly  surprised  froMS  sleep  wttfa  vidLen! 
convulsive  hearings  of  the  chest ;  aad  I  was  scarcely  aUowed  tune  o 
place  myself  upri^t  in  a  chair,  where  I  sat  sestk^  myself  upon  my 
elbows,  and  with  my  feet  upon  the  ground  (for  I  couU  not  heardieB 
in  an  horizontal  posture),  before  I  lukderweat  a  sense,  as  it  were,*  of 
immediate  suffocaiion.  The  fits  generaily  continuedi  with  short  ia* 
termissions,  from  thirty *s«k  boors  totfateedays  and  nightitf  sucoessxvdy ; 
during  which  time  I  have  often,  in  the  seeming  agonies  of  deadi,  giv* 
en  myself  oven  and  eiren  wished  for  that  termtoation  of  my  misericF. 

**  An  amiable  friend  and  most  n&spectable  surgeon  at  Hackney  (Mr 
Toulmin),  iirst  persuaded  me  to  smoke  the  divine  Stranxminro,  to 
whidi  I  owe  altogether  my  present  freedom  from  pain  and  leneved 
capacity  of  enjoyment. 

*^  It  is  diC  root  only,  and  lower  part  of  the  stem  of  this  plant,  which 
seem  to  possess  its  anti-asthmatic  virtue :  these  should  be  cut  into 
small  pieces,  and  put  into  a  conrmion  tobacco-pipe,  and  the  smoioe 
must  be  swallowed,  together  with  the  saliva  produced  by  the  smobt 
after  which  the  sufferer  will,  in  a  few  mtamtes,  be  relieved  from  all 
the  convulsive  heavings,  and  probably  dix)p  into  a  comfcstabk  deep( 
lirom  which  he  will  awake  refreshed,  and,  in  general,  ^per^dy  reco- 
vered :  at  least,  this  is  the  invariable  e£Sect  produced  upon  mfsclf. 
He  Uipuld,  by  all  means,  avoid  drinking  with  the  pipe,  a  too  oi«ii* 
luiry  accompaniment  of  smoking.    • 

"  I  once  took  some  brandy  and  water  with  the  pipe,  bat  it  proved 
a  vciy  improper  combiaatioo  >  a  diiih  of  coffee,  bowcviar,  1  o*t<e»  takt 
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after  it,  and  find  it  highly  refreshing.  I  should  mention  that  strong 
Go^  has  frequently  been  recommended  to  me,  but  never  produced 
any  beneficial  effect  as  a  cure  for  asthma* 

**  This  plant  is  delightfully  fragrant :  and  although  it  has  beeo  re* 
garded.  hitherto  as  of  a  poisofious  nature  when  taken  jnwardlyi  yet  I 
have  smoked  a  dozen  pipes  at  a  time,  without  experiencing  from  them 
any  other  iacoAirenieace»  than  a  slight  excoriation,  or  soreness  of  the 


)r  Reid  says,  that  in  several  other  instances  of  similar  dis^MC^ 
the  success  has  been  equally  remarkable  and  complete.  Mr  Wil^ 
lis  of  BriaCol  states  its  succesa  in  bia  own  case  j  likewise  Mr  Yotiq; 
of  AberdeejQu  Mr  Woodrow  of  Norwich  statai,  thai  he  has 
smoked  the  s^tramonium  since  last  September,  and  almost  inva« 
riabl^  exjperienced  ffreat  relief  ia  respiratioo}  but  he  did  not  find 
that  It  diminished  tbe  daily  ajgrgnmlations  of  phlegsxi.  Mr  Rad* 
born  of  Alveston  in  Derbysbiroi  aaepuagintarian,  was  also  greatiy 
benefited  by  it;  but  it  bust  be  remarked  t|iat  be  osed  tbe  stalM 
and  seed-vessels*  The  last  testimony  in  favour  of  Uie  stramoniuoa 
which  we  shall  notice,  is  in  tbe  foUowii^  letter  from  Mr  Sills* 

'*  You  are  at  perfect  liberty  to  m^ke  every  use  o(  my  name  respect* 
iDg  the  stramonium  you  think  proper,  aad  may  add^  that  I  continue 
to  derive  increased  good  effects  from  the  ase  of  it.  In  truth,  the  asth- 
ma is  destroyed !  I  drink  beer^  eat  of  every  thing;  audif  my  min4 
was  as  free*  frohi  perplexity,  as  'my  body  is  from  asthma,  I  should  a» 
gain  enjoy  my  existence.  I  never  experienced  torpor  or  any  ill  effect 
whatever;  and  I  would  rather  be  without  life  than  without  stramonium.*' 

This  evidence,  though  far  from  decisive,  is  sufBclont  to  entitle* 
diestramomtrm  to  a  fair  and  varied  trial,  under  the  superinv 
tendenee  of  attentive  practitioneis.  Of  the  activity  of  many 
parts  of  the  stramonium,  there  are  unfortunately  too  many  proofs 
on  record,  and  we  fear  that  its  indiscriminate  use  as  a  popular 
remedy  may  be  attended  with  danger,  especially  as  we  well  Know 
that  the  leaves  and  seed-vessels,  and  even  the  poisonous  seeds,  are 
often  used  instead  of  the  principal  stalk,  which  is  the  part  spe- 
cially recommended,  and  is  said  to  be  comparatively  mild  and 
innocent.  We  shotikl  also  think  that  the  direction  given  to  swaV 
low  the  saliva  excited  by  inhaling  its  smoke,  ought  to  be  folbw-* 
ed  with  great  caution.  From  the  anabgy  of  tobacco,  we  slionhl 
fear  that  it  would  be  extremely  apt  to  derange  the  stomach ;  for 
we  know  that  experienced  smokers  carefully  avoid  swallowing  the 
saliva  irapregnated  with  the  condensed  fiimes  of  the  smoke.  Be*-' 
sides,  we  cohmder  the  novelty  and  advant^e  of  the  practice  of 
smoktng  siramoninm,  to  consist  in  applying  tlie  remedy  directly* 
to  the  scat  of  the  disease.  The  coloured  engraving,  said  to  re- 
present the  Datura  Stramonium  in  flower,  is  execrable,  and  give^ 
no  idea  of  the  phmt  It  is  easily  cultivated,  like  any  oiUer  hardy 
aoniialtf 
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An  Bxperbnenbd  Examination  of  ike  lad  Edittort  of  tie  Phartu- 
eopaia  Loadinentu:  mth  Bemaris  on  Dr  PomdPs  Timslatim 
and  Annotatiant.  By  Richabd  Phiu-ii»«  London,  1811. 
pp.  148. 

Tn»  pnbHctrtion  owes  its  origin  to  a  critical  ratamination  rf 
theXondon  Pharmtcopoeia,  and  iu  offidd  commentaiy  by 
Dr  Powell,  which  were  the  snWectt  of  an  exceBent  article  m  the 
London  Medical  Review.  Although  it  was  evident  that  die  re- 
marks contained  in  the  critique  to  which  we  aMude  were  those  of 
•n  experienced  and  enlightened  chemist j.  yet,  while  penume  it, 
we  had  often  occasion  to  regret  that  the  hmits  witbm  whiA  it 
was  necessarily  confined,  obliged  its  author  to  confine  himself  to 
seneral  resulte  upon  some  occasions  j  md  moa  othera,  to  omit 
Se  insertion  of  particulars  on  which  he  had  taken  p«ns  to  m- 
form  himself.  In  short,  the  Review  made  us  k»ng  for  a  sight  of 
the  experimental  note-book  of  its  author;  and  most  unexpect«I- 
ly  our  wishes  are  fulfiUed  by  the  publication  of  the  work  now  be- 


°7t  would  be  supererogation  to  attempt  a  regular  analysis  of  its 
contents ;  for,  as  we  have  Uttle  to  object,  we  could  «»y«>g^!» 
condense  the  information  it  contams,  more  ably  than  Mr  Fbil- 
Kos  himself  has  already  done.  We  shall  merdv  eiitratt  a  few 
nlissaffes  as  examples  oi  the  style  of  the  work,  and  with  the  view 
of  excitinir  the  studenU  of  pharmacy  to  peruse  the  whole. 

He  commences  with  a  few  observations  on  the  weights  and 
measures,  and  nomencUtare  of  die  CoUege.  Upon  tfk^  sub- 
iecta  we  have  already  stated  our  own  opinion.  Lpon  the  cc- 
ierai  principles,  we  think  somewhat  diferently  from  Mr  P.  j  but 
he  has  certainly  proved,  that  tiie  CoUege  has  not  been  abk  to 

apply  them  to  practice.  .,..•.••  e 

The  rest  of  tlie  work  is  occupied  witb  criucisms  on  many  of 
die  preparations  of  the  London  Pharmacopoeia,  arranged  b  Uie 
etahabetical  order  of  tl>6ir  titles.  Their  general  tendeiwy  is  to 
•how  that  there  is  a  want  of  economy  in  the  process,  as  directed 
in  tiie  Pharmacopoeia,  or  that  it  is  in  some  respert  unchemini, 
or  docs  not  furnish  a  product  having  the  properties  nquired  by 
the  Colle«ie,  or  is  altogether  impracticable;  tliat  m  some  instan- 
ces the  tests  whereby  the  success  of  the  operation  is  to  be  as- 
ccrtiuncd,  arc  ipjudiciousj  tliat  iu  otLers  tlic  giodurt  itself  is  us*- 
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less ;  and  lastly,  that  some  of  the  changes  are  attended  with  dad- 
gerons  cotisequenoes. 

To  obriate  these  dangers  in  sotte  dqpfee,  we  shall  extract  Mr 
Phillips's  remarks  in  r^rd  to  them.  Mr  Phillips  shows,  that 
in  the  new  Pharmacopoeia  the  strength  of  the  diluted  sulphuric 
acid  \%  increased  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  three  to  two,  whiJef 
liiat  of  dilated  nitric  acid  b  reduced  to  one^fburth  of  what  it 
was. 

'<  In  common  as  I  apprehend  with  most  p^sons  concerned  in  dis- 
pensing mecKcines,  I  have  experienced  some  difficalty  in  determiil- 
ing  the  safest  method  to  adopt  with  re^rd  to  the  diluted  acids ;  for 
having  shown  that  Dr  Fbwell,  one  of  the  commitiee  employed  in 
framing  did  new  Pharmacopeeia,  was  nnaeqaainted  With  the  extent 
of  the  alterations  introduced,  it  is  erident  that  praetitioilers,  rriyin^ 
upon  the  statements  contained  in  Ae  translation^  may  be  seriously 
disappointed  by  these  articles^  For  the  present  i  have  judged  it  to 
be  safest  to  keep  acids  dflntod  in  both  proportions,  and  to  employ 
tfaera  according  to  'die  terns  by  which  they  are  prescribed  i  presum- 
ing, as  is  obTions,  diat  every  practitioner  who  uses  the  new  terins^ 
ia  aware  id  what  d^rea  the  new  preparation  differs  horn  the  foN 
sncr:  a  conclusion  which  may  not  in  every  instance  be  true. 

**  There  is  one  preparation  in  which  this  precaution  is  unavailing ; 
the  infusum  xosie,  without  having  suffered  any  change  of  name^  has 
been  very  considerably  altered  in  strength.  ^^ 

The  hqubr  ammoniee  of  the  present  pharmacopoeia  is  about 
five  times  stroiq[er  <han  the  aqua  aaonosiise  of  the  former,  yet 
the  Coikge  leenM  evidently  to  eoneider  them  as  the  same. 

**  Liquor  ammonise  \i  now  directed  to  be  used  in  many  of  thoscf 
preparations  in  which  the  subcarbonate  was  formerly  employed ; 
and  it  is  particularly  requisite  that  the  attention  of  practitioners 
should  be  directed  to  this  circumstance.  I  have  already  noticed  the 
great  difference  which  exists  between  the  strength  of  the  former  Aqua 
ammonise  parse,  and  the  present  Lienor  ammoaiae :  the  power  of  thtf 
Linimentam  ammonise  fortius,  and  of  the  Ltntmentum  camphoraf 
compositumi  has  also  been  gready  increased*  It  is,  however,  niuck 
mote  imposunt  to  pobt  out  the  extravagant  increase  of  power  add- 
ed to  those  medicines  which  are  internally  employed,  viz^ 
Spiritus  ammonise 

■  aromattcus 

■  foetidus 

-■ — ^  succinatus. 
Tinctura  valerians  ammoniata 

•"  guaiaci  ammoniata^ 

'<  With  tlie  exception  of  the  preparation  last  tnenuoned»  the  <|uan- 
titles  assigfied  by  Dr  Powell  for  the  doses  of  these  medicines  are 
equal  to  those  of  the  former  weaker  preparations  given  by  Dr  L»<i 
VOL.  vui.  NO.  31<  A  a 
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tfaam.  I  cannot  quit  this  part  of  the  subject  without  remarkiog. 
that  of  all  the  improTemenrs  attempted  by  the  College,  their  failure 
Jn  this  w  calculated  to  produce  the  mort  exteniiTe  mischiefs  and  I 
vili  venture  to  assert,  that. scarcely  one  of  the  preparations  above 
mentioned,  could  be  exhibited  in  the  doses  stated  by  Dr  PowfH, 
without  danger  to  the  patient«  and  disgrace  to  the  practitioDer.  ** 

The  change  in  the  strength  of  the  solution  of  emetic  tartar 
ought  also  to  be  generally  known. 

**  In  the  late  Phannacopceia  the  vtnum  andnumii  tartariaati  was 
directed  to  be  prepared  by  dissolving  two  scruples  of  tartarized  an- 
timony in  a  mixture  of  ten  fluid  ounces  of  water  and  wine.  The 
College  have  now  reduced  the  tartarised  antimony  to  one  scruple, 
and  Sum  important  alteration  is  not  only  unnoticed  by  Dr  Powell, 
but  he  even  states  that  *  this  preparation  resembles  the  former  vinom 
aniimonii  tartarizati.  *  There  is  not  the  slightest  difficulty  in  mais* 
ing  the  former  preparation  i  die  chani^e  introduced  must  therefore 
be  considered  as  originating  in  mere  frivolity ;  and  it  may  occasion 
serious  disappointment  to  those  practitioners  who  are  not  aware  that 
it  is  requisite,  for  the  safety  of  their  pyients,  to  examine  how  many 
alterations  have  been  made,  without  even  the  hope  of  inprove- 
ment.  '* 

The  most  important  duty  required  from  the  Royal  College  of 
Physicians  of  London,  in  return  for  the  high  and  valuable  pri- 
vileges conferred  upon  them,  is  the  publication  of  a  scienufic 
and  judicious  Pharmacopoeia,  to  guide  the  pharma<7,  and  indi- 
j»te  the  instruments  of  the  practice  of  tb^r  less  dignified  bre* 
thren«.  That  they  have  completely  failed  in  the  discharge  of  thii 
.debt  to  the  community,  is  confirmed  in  every  page  of  the  work 
before  us ;  and  perhaps  it  may  not  be  altogether  useless  to  state, 
what  appear  to  os  to  be  the  causes  of  wis  failure.  At  once 
two  naturally  occur  as  the  most  likely,  ignoranee  and  inatten- 
tion. Of  the  latter  fault,  the  fellows  may  have  been  ginlty  >n 
various  deffrees.  It  may  have  consisted  m  carelessness  in  the 
selection  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  revisal  was  entrusted, 
or  in  having  too  great  a  degree  of  confidence  in  thenw  But  of 
the  heavy  charge  of  ignorance  of  pharmaceutic  chemistry,  we  are 
afraid  that  they  must  all  severally  and  aggregately  stand  convict- 
ed. Against  the  truth  of  this  charge,  and  the  efiects  it  must 
have  upon  their  rcputadon  and  character,  charters,  by-hiws, 
and  even  decisions  in  courts  of  justice,  will  not  avail  them. 
These  will  indeed  preserve  to  them  the  exclusive  enjovment  of 
many  valuable  privileges ;  but  the  pretence  of  superior  leamin^Ty 
upon  which  these  were  granted,  and  are  still  continued,  has  be- 
come' an  object  of  ridicule  to  every  apothecary's  boy.  Nor  can 
it  be  urged,  that  it  is  learning  of  a.  higher  description  that  is  so* 
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auired  of  them  ;  that  it  would  degrade  the  dignity  of  a  fellow  of 
le  Royal  College  to  pore  over  a  Aimace  or  a  retort  They  ard 
not  only  supponed  to  be  the  only  members  of  the  profession 
who  can  read  the  language  of  Hippocrates,  but  also  to  be  alone 
capable  of  regulating  and  controliixiff  the  practice  of  pharmacy. 
Tni%  by  fiur  the  most  important  distinotion  of  the  two^  if  at 
least  we  measure  their  importance  b^  their  utility,  they  have 
ntterlv  disregarded ;  and  if  a  corporation  ccmld  be  as  easily  dis- 
firancnised)  as  his  Majesty's  ministers  may  be  removed,  tor  in- 
competency, the  corporation  of  Warwick  I»ane  might  be  justly 
considered  felo  de  se.  it  is,  in  fact,  the  narrowness  of  the  cor- 
poration! trhich  is  a  principal  cause  of  its  present  disgrace.  li 
deprives  them  of  the  knowledge  and  assistance  of  a  very  large 
proportion  of  their  brethren ;  and  it  has  a  bad  effect,  botn  upon 
the  favoured  few  and  the  oppressed  many,  by  taking  away  from 
the  latter  many  motives  for  honourable  exertion,  and  leading 
the  former  to  be  more  zealous  in  maintaining  their  false  dignity^ 
than  in  promoting  their  science*  We  will  assert,  withoot  the 
fear  of  contradiction,  that  if  the  licentiates  of  London  haidl  been 
constituent  members  of  the  College,  the  true  dignity  of  the  pro- 
fession would  not  have  suffered  by  the  publication  of  the  Phar- 
macopoeia. 

We  shall  pass  entirely  over  the  numerous  additional  errors  in 
the  translation,  because,  from  Dr  Powell  being  evidently  the 
member  of  the  committee  to  whom  the  revlsal  of  Ui|  pliarmaceu^ 
tical  department  was  chiefly  entrusted|  we  consider  him  and  the 
College  as  completely  identified* 

But  the  Society  of  Apothecaries  claims  K  little  more  attention^ 
not  for  appointing  "  a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating 
with  the  College,. in  t)ie  use  of  their  extensive  laboratory,  and  in 
bringing  to  the  test  of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  large 
scale,  wnich  could  alone  render  the  suggestions  of  science  prac- 
tically useful,  the  several  processes  which  were  communicated 
by  the  College, "  but  for  grossly  misleading  and  deceivjag  the 
College,  and  for  openly  contravening  its  injunctions,  which  the 
said  Society  is  specially  bound  to  otey.  It  is  evident,  that  th6 
worthy  company  of  Apothecaries  did  not  inform  the  CoUejje  how 
many  of  the  suggestions  of  science  they  found  to  be  impi^oper, 
extravagant,  or  aosolutely  impracticable  i  and  it  is  probaUe,  that 
they  had  never  commnnicated  to  the  College  the  processes  they 
themselves  employed,  but  rather  carefully  concealed  them  as 
precious  nostrums.     But  what  is  worst  of  all,  Mr  PbiHips  has 

K roved,  that  Apothecaries'  Hall,  from  which  every  practitioner 
as  a  right  to  expect  genuine  medicines,  preparra  strictly  ac« 
eerding  to  the  directions  of  th^  College,  is.  in  the  habit  oi  fur^ 

Aat  I 
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nisbing  spnriQUs  md  inferior  iirtick^*  To  8|ib8tanti«tl»  tbiy 
cbargpy  we  mt^y  notiice  tb^  results  of  th«  foUowinK  «rticks  as 
prepared  by  Mr  Pbiliip9»  •ccordiog  to  |he  direction  of  tb«  Col* 

Mr  PbiUips.  Apoth.  HalL 

Ajcidum  acetioum       -  Sp.  Or.  l.CX)t?S  Sp.  Gr.  1.007 

— — —  mMriaticum  Sp.  Gr.  1,142  S^.  Gr.  I.i5i 

■M  nitrioum        -  Sp.  Gr.  1.51  Sp.  Gr.  1.424 

Liquor  ammonia        -  S^.  Or.  0.9040  Sp.  Gr.  0.9881 
Potassae  supersulphas.  * 
Liquor  ferri  alcalini.  f 

Liquor  piumbi  acetatis.  t  ^'  ^^*  1<^^  %*  Gr.  LSI 

Besides  the  strictures  on  tbe  Coile^ei  Dr  FowelI»  wd  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  Mr  FbilUps's  publication  contains  mucb  useful  iu- 


*  Instead  o£  this  acid  sal^  ih$X  procured  under  thia  nama  from  Apodwcaric-' 
Hall,  contained  not  a  grain  of  it,  but  was  a  mixed  i^t  *'  One  hundred  grains  »; 
this  mixed  salt  consist  of  nearly 

59  siUpl»t«  of  potash,  and 
4S  nitrate  pf  potash. 
"  When,  therefore,  2  drachms  of  this  compound  afe  exhibited,  inste9d  of  the  like 
quantity  of  supenulpbate  of  potasli,  2^  scruples  of  nitre  aregiiren  ;  exceeding  by  out 
scruple,  tbe  largest  dose  meotiooed  by  Dr  FoweU.  *' 

f  **  Being  desirous  of  examining  this  medicine,  prepared  with  the  adwita^ 
enjoyed  by  Uu>«e  operators,  from  *  mw\  iipportan^  ini^j^oufw '  with  whom  this  pn>- 
cess  probably  epoanated,  I  applied  for  it  at  Apothecaries*  HalL  The  splutipn  whu^ 
I  obtained,  possessed  properties  diametrically  opposite  to  those  belonging  to  an  ul- 
caline  solution  of  iron,  as  will  appear  by  the  following  statement  of  the  effects  pi..- 
duced  by  ref  gapts  upcin  9$ck. 

Alcaline  Sohi-  Solution  fr^xa 

tion  of  Iron,  ApothiKaries*  HaJL 

Tunncrie  paper Keddened No  effect. 

litipus  pHper No  eirect Heddencd. 

Nitric  acid       Precipitation    ....     No  effect. 

Subcarbonate  of  potash      .    .     No  effect I^i^cipitatton. 

"Water IVecipit^tiim    ....     No  eflTcrt. 

<*  On  comparing  these  «tatc)nents,  it  will  be  evident  thut  the  sohitioo  prccured  ac 
Apotliccaries  Hall  is  an  oxiniuate  of  iroil,  contaiping  much  nitric  acid  in  excess; 
probably  also  some  nitre.  '* 

^  **  Dr  Powell  obserres,  tliat  *  tliis  is  a  dense  solution  of  a  deep  brown  colour.  * 
Now  I  have  frequently  prt^pared  this  solution,  and  have  generally  obserrrd  that  it 
h  of  a  straw  colour,  with  a  slight  admixture  of  green,  and  of  sp.  gr.  1.22.  1  was 
consequently  struck  with  the  incorrectness  of  Dr  Powell's  dcS(Tiptio:4 ;  and  as  it  n^ 
evident  that  he  bad  adopted  it  upop  the  authority  of  others,  and  not  in  consr«]ueBct 
of  his  own  experiment  and  observation,  I  procured  Uiis  solution  from  the  avowi-d 
source  of  collegiate  pharmaceutical  knowledge.  Upon  examining  the  sohitioa  v^ 
tatned  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  1  did  indeed  find  that  it  was  *'a  dense  solution, '  its 
sp.  gr.  being  1.31  in^t4.'ad  of  1.^22;  and  iu  colour  was  tr«ily  *de^ brown.'  Tbe 
difference  of  tliese  preparations  being  con.sidi  rable,  I  procured  some  disitiiled  vioe' 
gar  and  HUiarge  from  Apothecaries'  Hall,  in  order  to  examine  whether  any  pecu- 
liarity which  tbcy  mij;Ut  possess  would  cxplaiu  the  dittisiilarity.     But  the  dtfiicuUy 
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formation  on  many  chemical  and  pharmaceutical  subjects ;  and 
we  may  merely  notice,  because  we  would  not  expect  to  find  it 
there,  that  it  contains  the  best  deserrpihia  yet  published  of  the  ^ 
crystallizations  of  various  saline  bodies,  furnished  by  the  Count 
de  Boumon. 

As  connected  with  the  ignorance  of  the  principles  of  pbar^ 
macy  evinced  by  the  Royal  CoHege,  and  tneir  total  practical 
inexperience,  most  of  their  blunders  may  be  traced  to  two  op- 
posite causes :  the  borrowing  processes  implicitly  on  the  faith 
of  others, — and  the  altering  Uie  processes  adopted  from  others, 
merely  to  hide  their  being  borrowed.  The  first  is  a  venial 
ftfo)^  in  eDtti^rison  with  the  meamiess,  not  to  giv^  it  a  worse 
appdiation,  of  the  second.  But  we  trust  that  this  Phailna- 
copoeia,  baid  as  it  is  in  the  present  state  of  science,  will  ulti- 
mately be  productive  of  good :— that  it  will  determine  not  only 
the  CioUege  of  London,  but  all  other  Colleges,  to  ascertain,  by 
experiments  carefully  made  by  themseWes,  the  practicability  and 
preference  of  thcf  prooesfees  they  enjoin,  before  they  proc^^  to 
denounce  the  high  displeasure  of  his  Majesty,  and  all  the  pains 
of  law  upon  those  who  deviate  from  them. 


1#BS  rather  ino^nMd  than  dimmidied ;  for  the  prtpoi^oh  nbw  Obtained  possessed 
«iren  father  less  colour  than  that  «Hiich  I  bad  Sefoie  made;  and  its  sp.  gr.  very  near- 
ly resembled  it,  bfing  1.85  instead  of  1.2S. 

**  Suspecting  that  the  dark  colour  of  the  solution  above  described  might  be  de*' 
rived  hoaS  th4  usi  of  vinesar  containing  colouring  nlatter,  t  boiled  some  litharge 
ita  undistiHed  vinegar;  and  the  solution  obtained,  wa^  ceHairtly  Of  a  deeper  yellow 
colour  than  that  made  with  distilled  viueg^,  but  stiU  not  at  all  verging  to  brown. 
I  now  prepared  this  solution  with  the  acid  which  remained  in  the  vessel  after  the 
distillation  of  vinegar,  and  which  consequently  contained  a  very  large  quantity  of 
colouring  matter :  By  employihg  this,  t  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  solution,  exact- 
ly resembling  that  from  Apothecaries'  Hall  in  colour,  but  by  no  means  equal  to  it 
iABp.gr.;  instead  of  being  1^1  it  was  only  1.81.  ' 

"  Abstractedly  considered,  the  colour  of  this  solution  is  not  of  the  slightest  con« 
sequence ;  but  as»  every  circumstance  which  tends  to  render  it  difficult  to  indentily 
a  preparation  b  of  importance,  the  consideration  even  of  colour  should  not  be  ne- 
glected. In  addition* to  this,'  when  vhiegar  uhich  contains  much* extract* is  employ* 
cd,  it  acts  slowly  upon  the  olide  of  lead'  dissolved,  and  by  continual  precipitation 
Ae  solution  is  not  on)y  rendered  weaker,  but  of  uncertain  power.  I  have  bestowed 
more  minute  attention  upon  this  prepditetion  than  its  importance  might  seem  to 
demand :  but  I  have  done  so  because  thuae  errors  which  are  sanctioned  by  authority 
are  doubly*  praductive' of  mischi<^,  and  their  deteCtioA  should  be' followed  by  cx{m^ 
sure. " 
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PART  IIL 
MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


J^eptni  ^  Diseases  ireaied  at  the  Public  Dispmnsamt^  (near 
Carejf^StreetJi  London^  Jrom  Feb.  29^  tp  May  51^  IB12. 

Acute  DiSMJiss. 


Norof  Casei. 
Febrit 17 

f'ebres  intarmittentes.    •    •      4 
ebrk  infaotum    •    •    •    .      6 

Cynanche 8 

Pleuritis «      1 

?eripnettmonia  .  •  •  •  13 
ertossis  •...*•  lO 
Caurrhus  ..»..*  116 
Variola  conferU  .  •  •  •  1 
Varicella  •••;••  2 
ilubeola Q 


Scarlatina  aDgiaosa   •    •    .  3 

Erysipelas 1 

Herpes S 

Hepatitis 2 

Dysenteria 14 

Arthritis  rheumatica      .     •  9 

Rheumadsmus 8 

Apoplexia  • 1 

Epistaxis     ••.•••  1 

Ophthalmia. 1 


pakoNtc  DiSKASSU 


Ko.  of  Cases. 

Dysecoea 1 

Cephalaea 12 

Vertigo .3 

Pyspe'psia    •...••  23 

Gastrodynia     •     •    ;     •    1  14 

Pyrosis  •••••.;  4 

Icterus 7 

Morbi'he'patis  .....  5 

Enterodynia    •    •    •    •    .  10 

Diarrhcea    ••••••  10 

Marasmus 11 

Tympanites  ...•.:  1 

Tenia     ..;....  1 

Colica  saturftina   ....  1 

llflcmorrhois 2 

Catarrbus  chronicus  ...  98 


Now  of 

Asthma  et  Dyspnoea ...      6 
Hzmoptysis '   ...     .    .    15 
Phthisis  ....-..?' 
Nephralgia  ..•••• 
Hematuria .    •     •     1     .    . 
Enuresis.     ....    1    • 
Hysteralgia.     .     •    •     •    • 
Prolapsus  uteri      .... 
MenorAagia    •••..] 

Leucorrhoea 

Amenorrhoea 

Gonorrhoea.    •     •     •    • 

Ascites 

Hydrothorax    .    •     •    • 
Anasarca    .•••..      5 
Hydrops  tot.  corporis    •    •     S 
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Chronic  Dissasss  continued* 


Na  of  Cases. 

Phlejrinatia  dolens    •    •    •  I 

Rheumatkmus  chron.     .    •  25 

Plearodyne 1 

Nodofiitas 1 

Lumbago    ••••«•  10 

losania   «•••••«  2 

Asthenia     •••••.  20 

Tremor  ab  hydrargjro  •    «  2 

Paralyjiis  saturoina    «    •    «  S 

LeUiargus   .•••••  1 

Hemiplegia      .     •     •     •     .  3 

Epilepsia ,  3 

Hypochondriasis  .     •     •    •  2 

Hysteria 6 

Palpitfttio  organica  post  rheum.  1 

Ilectica 2 

Xabes  nutricum    •     .    •     •  2 

Scrofula 4 


Ko.  of  Casci. 

Cachexia  syphiloidea     .     .  2 

Rachitis       ......  1 

Phthiriasis 1 

Prurigo 2 

Psoriasis 4 

Lepra     •    .    •    •     •    ^    «  1 

Pityriasis     •«•••«  1 

Urticaria 2 

Erythema 2 

Intertrigo 1 

Roseola 1 

Aphthae •  i 

Impetigo     •.••••  2 

Ecthyma 1 

Scabies 11 

Porrigo •  15 

Tubera if 

Verruc8e«    ••«««•  1 


Until  near  the  middle  of  May,  the  temperature  of  the  atmo« 
^here  was  constantly  chilly,  and  the  wind  with  little  variation 
from  the  east  and  north-east.  During  the  month  of  March,  the 
operation  of  the  cold  was  rendered  more  active,  as  an  occasional 
cause  of  disease,  by  almost  daHy  rains;  while,  in  April,  the  pe- 
netrating chill  of  the  easterly  wind  was  unremitting,  although  the 
greater  part  of  the  month  was  dry.  In  the  second  week  in  May, 
when  the  wind  changed,  vegetation  was  but  little  advanced;  but 
the  rapid  burst  of  foliage  and  blossom  which  ensued,  has  been 
supported  by  a  succession  of  rains,  together  with  much  sun-shine 
and  warmth^  so  tliat,  although  the  productions  of  spring  are 
late,  they  promise  to  be  abundant.  On  the  27th  inst.  the  ther- 
mometer was  above  70*. 

The  unremitting  cold  of  March  and  April,  and  the  humidity 
of  the  former,  win  serve  to  account  for  the  unusual  number  of 
acute  catarrhal  complaints  which  have  claimed  the  assistance  of 
the  charity^  The  cases  of  hooping-cough  were  also  aggravated 
by  the  <same  causes,  as  well  as  the  cases  of  incipient  phthisis  and 
haemoptysis.  If  we  take  away,  indeed,  the  diseases  which  were 
produced  or  augmented  by  the  influence  of  cold,  the  list  will  pre- 
sent only  tlie  usual  ai^ections  which  the  ordinary  occupations 
and  hbbits  of  life  induce  among  the  lower  classes  of  the  people. 
There  has  been  no  epidemic  or  contagious  disease  in  any  dist^'ct 
-within  the  cognizance  of  the  Dispensary,  until  the  middle  of  the 
present  months  when  the  measles  have  appeared,  and  seem  likely 
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to  spread  freely  in  the  neighbourbood  of  F^ter-Lane;  and  the 
scarlet-fever  has  shown  itself  in  one  or  two  families,  and  the 
chicken-pox  in  another.  The  latter  has  occurred  in  several  &• 
milies  in  the  upper  dfiss  of  society,  in  all  of  which  it  waa  traced 
to  schookj  wh^e  it  had  afiected  several  pth^-s. 

Iiittle  has  .occurred  that  is  worthy  of  particulai:  reiwrk  ia  the 
process  of  the  diseases  above  enumeratod,  except  a.siaigularex* 
tension  of  the  inflammation  of  (he  throat,  in  a.  case  of  scarlatina, 
to  the  internal  membrane  of  thf  trachea,  producing  a  true  iproifx. 
It  may  possibly  be  doubted,  whether  the  croup  did  not  actualy 
fupervene^  incidentally,  at  the  time  when  the  scarlatina  w»5  pre- 
sent: but)  as  it  occurred  just  when  the  angina  was  at  its  acme, 
and  the  eruption  disappearing,  it  seems  more  probable  that  it 
vras  a  mere  extension  of  the  original  inflammation.  The  patient, 
however,  coughed  up  a  cylindrical  tube  of  Coagulated  lymph,  of 
nearly  four  inches  in  length ;  but  from  this  she  experienced  oo- 
ly  temporary  relief,  and  died  twq  days  afterwards. 

Two  marked  examples  of  th^  ^ects  of  the  poison  of  mercury 
pn  the  constitution,  occurred  about  the  same  time;.  tb€;  oinie,  how- 
ever, considerably^  more  severe  than  the  othen  Both  these  pa- 
tients were  employed  in  silvering  mirrors;  and,  in  applying  the 
amalgam  to  the  concave  surface  of  convex  minrors^  had  heen 
under  the  necessity  of  retaining  the  hand  immersed  in  mercuiy 
for  a  long  time  daily.  After  being  epga^ed  a  few  weeks  iu  thi 
employment,  they  were  altogether  disuou^d  from  work  by  the 
paralytic  tremor  and  debility  which  ensued.  The  090^  who  was 
most  severely  aflected,  had  quitted  his  work  about  three  weeM 
before  I  saw  him,  at  which  time  he  h^  su6^red  a  moderate  de- 
gree of  salivation,  which  had  now  disappe^Mred.  Th/e  principal 
afiectioii  under  which  he  now  laboured,  waa  not,  as  has  been 
sometimes  described  in  t))ese.  cases,,  a  coQstaat.  t^evnoi  of  the 
limb,  and  see-saw  of  the  hcad^  fuch  as  occur  in  old  paralytic  per- 
sons, but  a  sort  of  rapid  convulsive  agitaX^p  of  the  limbs,  when- 
ever the  act  of  volition  was  exerted  upon  th^  musdea;  which 
moved  the  extremities  quickly  in  all.  dii'ections,.  except  that  which 
the  will  prompted.  ThuSi  he  cpuid  sit  on  his  c^air,  stijl  and 
nearly  unmoved ;  but  the  moment  h^  got  up,  and  attempted  to 
walk,  his  legs  began  to  da;ice,  as  it  wore,  in  spite  of  hlmadf,  and 
])erformed  very  rapid  and  irregular  mptioos,  with  so  ibiicb  vio- 
lence, as  to  compel  him  to  drop  on  bis  chair  again,,  or  to  throw 
^im  down.  Somewhat  similar  motions  were  performed  by  his 
arms,  if  he  attempted  to  use  them ;  so  that  he  was  enable  to  carry 
any  thing  to  his  mouth,  and  tiie  smallest  quantit^y  of  liquid  was 
immediately  daslied  out  of  any  vessetfrom  which  h.e  made  an 
^ttempt  to  drinkf    He  was  under  the  necessity,  thereforey  of 
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being  M  Hke  a  cbild.  His  articulalioii  was  also  rendered  some* 
what  indistinct.  Tbeae  qpesmodic  treiDors»  however,  were  great- 
ly increased  by  any  drcnmstanoe  that  agitated  his  mind,  or  occa- 
sioned any  anxiety.  His  bowek  were  constipated,  and  he  com- 
plained of  oiueh  pain  in  his  limbs  and  loins,  which,  together  widi 
the  nuiseular  asitations,  rendered  his  sle^  very  imperfect ;  ha 
frequently  awdce,  starting  and  frightened;  and  was  troubled 
with  incessant  unpleasant  dreams.  The  appetite  was  good,  and 
the  pulae  apparently  natural,  although  it  was  at  first  difiicult  ti> 
ascertain  its  beats,  in  consequence  oi  the  tremor  of  the  tendons, 
whkh  came  on  when  his  attention  was  directed  to  his  arm, 
for  the  purpose  of  feeling  the  artery.  He  complained  much  of  a 
general  sense  of  great  debility,  and  of  being  startled  and  flurried 
by  slight  causes. 

.  Many  instances  of  this  state  of  body,  induccd^by  an  impreg« 
nation  of  the  system  with  mercury,  in  various  artisans,  bat  espe- 
cially in  water-gilders,  as  they  are  called,  and  in  those  who  are 
occupied  in  the  mines,  *  which  produce  mercury,  have  been  re- 
corded ;  and  they  are  familiarly  known  to  practitioners  in  large 
towns :  Qut  it  does  tiot  appear,  that  the  muhiplied  experience  of 
jnedieal  men  has  yet  led  to  the  discovery  of  any  effectual  means 
of  expediting  the  expulsion  of  the  poison  from  the  body,  much 
less  of  an  antidote  to  its  operation.  It  has  been  suggested  that 
aulpbw  diminishes  tlie  activity  of  mercury;  and  some  practition- 
ers Iiaire  thought  tJlat  substance  actually  remedial  in  cases  of  this 
aort»  when  followed  by  tonics,  f  De  Haen,  who  has  related  a 
ira»ber  of  cases  of  the  disease,  ascribes  great  efBcacy  to  electrici- 
ty, even  where  it  had  advanced  to  a  degree  of  severity  much  bc- 
yoad  that  of  the  instances  here  alluded  to.  X  But  it  seems  very 
questionable,,  from  the  great  variety  in  the  length  of  time  in  wliich 
iJhesey  and  other  remedies  are  reported  to  have  effected  the  cures^ 
whether  time  alone  was  not  the  physician.    Mr  Pearson  has  fre* 


*  An  account  of  tb«  elfbct  of  the  mercury  on  Uie  laboufcrs  in  Uie  mines  of 
Friy]i,  in  the  Venetian  states,  was  given  in  the  Philoa.  Trans.,  for  April  I6'65.  U 
is  there  finid,  that  **  aU  of  them  in  time  (seme  sooacr  some  later)  become  ^mrftlyiic^ 
3nd  d!e  hectic. "  But  as  a  proof  that  k  was  the  spasmodic  agitation  of  the  limba^ 
above  deaeabcd,  and  not  ^ra/y«ii,  like  that  from  the  poison  of  lead,  it  may  be  men* 
tioned,  that  the  writer  saw  a  man  '*  so  paralytic,  tliat  he  could  not  with  both  bands 
carry  a  gUssi  half  full  of  wine,  to  bis  mouth,  without  spiUing  it,  though  he  loved  H 
too  well  to  throw  it  away. "  p.  24. 

f  Dr  Lcttsom  says  **  I  have  generally  fonnd  the  use  of  sulphur  sufficient  to  re* 
snore  it,  with  th«  addition  of  bark  to  strengthen  the  system. "  Med.  memoirs  of  the 
Oen.  Dispcnsaiy,  p.  3t27. 

\  See  his  RifUo  Mcdendi,  Part  III.  where  he  describes  a  patient  as  affected 

•'  horrendo  omuium  artuum  trcmore,  **  which  increased  to  such  a  digree,  **  ut  nihil 

Jaborts  ultra  perficere^  ut  nee  comedfere  bibereve  solus,  nee  loquens  amplius  iutelli|^ 

fwtuerit.    Natrieodus,  Testiendus,  et  infantisinstar,  al?um  urinam(|ue  pusiiurus,  ad* 

uvaodus  eirat. "      ' 
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quently  stated  to  me  his  conviction  (and  his  expeHenoe  has  been 
most  ample),  that  a  free  exposure  to  the  open  air,  during  a  dry 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  whether  hot  or  cold,  is,  on  the  whole, 
the  most  effectual  mode  of  depurating  the  habit  from  a  mercurial 
impregnation.     In  the  more  severe  case,  just  described,  the  sui* 

Ehur  was  given  freely,  combined  with  salts,  afterwards  with 
ark ;  and  subsequently  the  bark,  mineral  acids,  and  chaljrbeates 
in  two  or  throe  forms,  were  prescribed.  In  the  milder  case,  cha- 
lybeates  only  were  given  ;  but  no  very  speedy  relief  or  alteration 
was  obtained.  The  latter  thought  himself  better,  as  soon  as  be 
began  to  take  the  steel ;  but  the  former  very  gradually  Jmprov« 
ed,  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  remains  <mected  with  a  slight 
degree  of  the  disease,  which  becomes  considerable  whenever  any 
thing  occurs  to  produce  anxiety.  He  found  himself  most  sen- 
sibly relieved,  in  respect  to  his  general  feelings,  by  the  sulphur 
and  salts,  which  acted  as  laxatives. 

Bedford' RtyiD^    7  T*  R 

May^lst,  1812. 5  ^- ^• 

Observations  on  Ht/drapMbitu 

Hydrophobia  is  a  disease,  which,  although  not  very  prevalent 
in  this  island,  is  still  sufficiently  so  to  demand  the  investi^tion 
t)f  the  medical  philosopher.  Every  year  brings  with  it  the  ac- 
count of  some  few  who  have  died  from  diis  afflicting  maladv. 
An  individual  case  may  only  occur  to  a  practitioner  in  the  whole 
course  of  his  practice ;  the  case  is  not  inserted  in  any  depot  for 
similar  histories ;  and  the  opinion  of  the  cause,  with  the  treat- 
ment of  the  disease,  both  die  with  the  practitioner  who  made 
them.  Our  opinions  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  hydrophobia 
are  certainly  very  vague^  for  we  have  one  party  ascribing  the  com- 
plaint to  a  specific  viras  introduced  into  the  system  by  the  bite 
of  a  rabid  animal ;  another  party,  which  enjoys  an  equal  num- 
ber of  partizans,  denying  ihe  influence  of  a  specific  virus,  and 
acknowledging  the  complaint  either  to  have  arisen  spontaneoas*- 
ly,  or  to  have  been  induced  by  the  power  of  fear,  operating  in 
^hose  habits  which  are  endued  with  an  irritability  of  temper,  and 
a  certain  morbidity  of  fibre,  which  are  supposed  to  &vour  the 
occurrence  of  the  complaint. 

It  behoves,  therefore,  every  medical  man,  to  investigate  the  dis- 
ease as  it  afi'ecu  the  animal  itself,  and  to  publish  to  ihe  world  a 
full  and  accurate  detail  of  lliose  cases  of  hydrophobia  which  may 
have  occurred  to  him  ;  and  when  this  is  considered  a  moral  ol>li- 
gation,  we  may  hope  to  accumulate  a  mass  of  evidence,  from 
srliich  L  gitimate  conclusions  may  be  deduced.  In  this  uncertain- 
t  V,  it  nnglu  be  of  use  to  compare  the  different  conjectures  hither- 
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to  advanced^  which  favour  one  or  the  other  of  these  opinions, 
and  which  would  seem  to  be  more  required  at  this  present  time ; 
as  a  late  publication  of  Dr  BosquiOon's  may  make  many  prose* 
lytes  to  his  system.     I  merely  mean  to  observe  in  this  paper,  that 
in  sapport  of  the  first  opinion,  the  many  cases  upon  record  must 
bduce  us  to  believe,  that  hydrophobia  has  ensued  froni  the  bite 
o£  a  rabid  animal;  and  where  not  only  no  suspicion  was  enter- 
tained of  the  rabies  of  the  animal,  but  when  the  mind  was  con- 
fident that  no  untoward  symptoms  could  ensue,  and  where,  on 
account  of  tender  ase,  no  terror  or  ttmar  hydrophobia  could  act  as 
exciting  causes,     i  can  refer  the  reader  for  confirmation  of  the 
fact,  to  tlie  Manchester  Memoirs,  and  to  Dr  Ferriar's  Medical 
Facts  and  Observations.    I  may  mention,- in  further  support,  the 
ease  of  a  lady  who  was  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog  at  Edinburgh,  ia 
the  year  1806,  and  in  which  case,  no  terror  of  future  hyWropho- 
bia  could  prove  an  exciting  cause :  The  symptoms  of  rabies  did 
not  supervene  till  the  termmation  of  eight  months  from  the  date 
of  the  bite ;  and  during  the  whole  of  this  period,  the  patient  did 
not  entertain  the  least  idea  of  that  disease  which  was  to  termi- 
nate her  life.     The  first  symptoms  (which  are  not  always  attend- 
kig  ones)  were  inflammation  and  eruption  on  the  part  bitten,  to 
which  succeeded  difficulty  of  swallowing,  and  the  other  symp- 
toms characteristic  of  the  disease.     The  case  of  Richard  Brown, 
a  boy  of  7^  years  old,  recorded  in  the  Eldinburgh  Medical  and 
Surgical  Journal  for  January  1810,  likewise  militates  strongly 
against  that  opinion  which  denies  a  specific  virus  as  being  a 
cause  of  ihe  complaint;  and  Dr  Clarke  justly  remarks,   that 
'*  Brown  could  not  have  acquired  any  inibrmation  on  hydro- 
phobia ;  his  age  precludes  the  supposition  of  reading  on  the 
subject ;  and  his  relatives  were  so  little  prepared,  thai  they  did 
not  suspect  the  nature  of  the  disease. ''     Experiments  are  want- 
ing to  prove  in  what  manner  the  disease  of  rabies  is  communi- 
citted  fr^m  the  dog;  whether  the  cause  is  in  a  vitiated  state  of  the 
saliva,  or  derived  from  any  peculiar  poison  which  may  be  secret- 
ed, as  we  observe  in  venomous  serpents;  but  proofs  are  not  want- 
ing to  show,  that  the  disease  has  arisen  from  the  influence  of  the 
bite,  and  that  the  opinion  of  Dr  BosquiUon  is  erroneous.    Dr 
B.  acknowledges  only  three  causes  for  the  complaint,  vi2.  I .  In- 
flammation ot  an  internal  viscus;  2.  Lesion  of  a  nerve  or  ten- 
don; and  3.  Fear,  which  latter  is  the  most  common  cause  of  all* 
Dr  B.  saysy  (Vide  L'Esprit  des  Journaux,  Tom.  II.  Fevricr 
1809),  *^  Kile  (La  Terreur)  a  particulierement  lieu  a  la  suite  de  la 
morsure  desi  diiens  preiendus,  bu  r^ellemcnt  enrages.     £lle  ne 
pent  kite  qu'unc  suite  de  nos  pr^Juges;  car  tout  remede  capa- 
ble de  rasaurer  rimagination  frappic  en  arr^te  avec  certitude  k< 
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progres.     Pcot  on  avoir  des  prewocs  plus  ccrtaines  qu*ttte  nCeA  pas 
dur  a  un  xirus  partUtdicr,  '* 

The  Doctor  wishes  to  prore^  from  premises  that  will  Dot  bear 
iiiiB  out  in  his  conclusion,  that  hydrophobia  cannot  ensue  from 
the  bite  of  a  dog.  His  cases  only  show  that  rabies^  or  a  disease 
Tery  siniriar,  may  be  induced  by  other  causes.  In  those  cases 
which  he  mentions,  the  dogs  were  not  proved  not  to  have  beea 
mad ;  the  non-existence  of  a  specific  virus  could  only  be suspectr* 
ed,  as  their  diseases  were  not  attended  to*  In  the  paragraph^ 
Kowever,  above  stated,  the  exempdon  from  rabies  must  have  been 
certain ;  as  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any  impression  n»ade 
vpon  the  mind,  coald  stop  the  progress  of  ffenukie  rabies  pro- 
duced by  spcclAc  virus.  1  he  case  of  the  child,  recorded  in  the 
6ame  Journal,  only  proved  tlie  instance  of  a  child  dying  through 
fear,  in  which  some  anomalous  symptoms  were  conspicuous* 
Nevertheless,  we  must  allow  that  hydrophobia,  or  a  disease  very 
similar  to  it,  has  in  very  many  instances  arisen  spontaneouslyg 
or  been  induced  by  powerful  impressions  upon  the  mind  in  ner* 
vous  liabits,  as  we  cannot  suppose  that  so  active  a  virus  can  exist 
£)r  many  years  in  the  system,  without  producing  its  efiects.  In 
this  opinion  I  heartily  agree  with  Dr  BosquiUon,  but  differ  from 
bim,  unless  he  disallows  of  the  possibility  of  the  disease  being 
communicated  from  the  canine  to  the  human  species. 

Letter  from  Dr  Charles  Stuart^  F.  R.  S.  K  Vice-President  tf 
the  lioyal  College  of  PJysicians^  Edinborgh^  to  Jamks  Donalb- 
fiON,  Esq.  Publisher  of  tiit  Edinbwrgk  Advertiser^  on  Me  Eoi^ 
dence  afforded  in  favour  of  the  Anfrvariohas  power  of  Vaccina^ 
tioHf  by  the  occurrence  ofEpidem'ic  Smal/'-pos  at  North  Qfieens-- 
ferry^  in  December  1811. 

Dear  Sir, — I  have  been  frequently  obliged  to  you  for  cob- 
munications  on  the  subject  of  vaccination,  and  am  now  glad  to 
pay  vou  back  in  kind.  If  you  judge  it  proper  to  insert  my  letter 
in  the  Advertiser,  I  will  thank  you  to  do  so,  with  my  name, 
both  to  authenticate  the  infermation  it  contains,  and  to  solicit 
the  attention  of  those  with  whom  I  may  be  acqaainted,  if  any 
such  remain  sceptical  respecting  the  immense  blessings  which  it 
has  pleased  God  to  bestow  on  mankind,  by  the  discovery  of  this 
eifectual  preventive  of  the  most  loathsome  and  fetal  disease  to 
ifv'hich  they  are  subject. 

I  heard,  about  a  fortnight  a^o,  that  small-pox  were  epidemic^ 
in  a  virulent  form,  at  North-Queen sferry,  and  requested  infor« 
piation  respecting  it  from  Mr  James  Scott,  superinundant  of  the 
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passage  there  OTer  the  Frith,  a  constant  resident,  and  one  on 
whose  accuracy  and  fidelity  I  knevr  I  could  rely.  The  replied 
he  has  been  so  obliging  as  to  send  me  are  well  entitled  to  this 
character.    The  sum  or  the  whole  is  as  follows. 

The  small-pox  appeared  in  that  village  on  the  14th  of  De« 
Cember  181 1 ;  and  on  the  7th  of  March,  the  date  of  Mr  Scott's 
last  letter,  forty-six  vouths  and  infants,  from  below  one  to  fifteen 
years  of  age,  have  been  ill  of  that  disease,  of  whom  seven  per- 
sons have  died,  three  of  them  in  one  family,  nged  four,  nine^ 
and  fifteen  years.  The  population  of  the  place  is  exactly  390 
souls.  Of  these  199  had  been  vaccinated  some  time  ago,  not  one 
of  VDk&m  has  beeti  seized  with  the  contagion  of  smaU-pox.  This  ia 
Uie  more  remarkable,  as  the  whole  inhabitants  not  only  live 
pretty  close  together,  but  tome  of  those  vaccinated  belong  to 
and  reside  in  twelve  families  where  smalKpox  prevailed. 

It  must  not,  however,  be  concealed,  that  two  children  have 
passed  through  the  small-pox  who  were  inoculated  for  cow-pox 
i<>rmerly.  ilie  midwife  of  the  village,  who  inoculated  one  of 
%hem  ^(m^  years  ago,  informs  Mr  S^t  that  she  did  not  think 
the  inoculation  effectual  at  that  time,  and  wished  to  perform  it 
again  $  but  to  this  neither  the  boy  nor  bis  parents  would  submit. 
The  other  child  was  inoculated  at  Kincardine,  Perthshire,  and 
1)14  case  is  deacribed  as  similar  with  this  one. 

There  remain  in  this  village  on^  nine  persons,  chiefly  agedg 
^'ho  have  neither  had  small- pox  nor  cow-pox. 

Those  who  read  this  will,  it  is  hoped,  be  impressed  with  a 
deep  conviction  ^f  the  personal  danger  of  every  individual  bj 
their  liableness  to  this  disease,  and  of  the  uncertainty  of  its  tak- 
ing on  a  virulent  form  and  ending  fatally. 

1  trust  also  that  parents,  in  particular,  will  reflect  on  the  efB« 
cacy  of  the  merciful  discovery  of  vaccination,  and  not  allow 
themselves  to  be  misled,  and  their  infants  to  fall  sacrifices  to 
Tague  reports,  absurd  prejudices,  and  interested  theories. 

While  vaccination  extends  its  salutary  influence  in  England^ 
and  especially  in  Ireland,  what  a  pity  is  it  that  there  shoukl 
be  reason  to  fear  it  is  less  practised  than  once  in  Scotland  !  It 
used  to  be  objected  to  inoculation  for  small-pox,  that  a  parent 
had  not  a  riglit  to  communicate  a  disease,  possibly  fatal,  to  hia 
children,  which  they  might,  after  all,  escape.  The  principle  is 
no  doubt  a  sound  one,  but  misapplied,  ^jo  person  naa  ground 
to  think  that  he  may  escape  the  contagion  of  smallpox.  Louis 
the  XV.  of  France  died  of  the  disease  between  60  and  70  years 
of  age ;  and  I  have  evidence  of  an  old  woman  about  80,  whe 
had  nursed  many  children  in  the  disease,  dying  of  it  herself  at 
this  advanced  age« 
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By  inoculation  for  sniall-poz,  tbe  disease  was  convettod  in  the 
most  favourable  and  harmless  form,  as  demonstrated  by  long, 
large»  and  uniform  experience,  and  the  person  inoculated  was 
completely  delivered  from  ajl  hazard  of  contagion,  and  generally 
from  the  most  virulent  and  fatal  form  of  the  disease. 

But  by  vaccination  nothing  is  produced  which  ooght  to  be 
called  disease ;  nor  has  the  slightest  danger,  as  far  as  I  ever 
beard,  attended  the  punctures,  the  inflammation  on  the  arm,  or 
liny  of  the  effects  of  cow-pox. 

Parents,  therefore,  vrho  do  not  vaeeinate  their  children^  througk 
thoughtlessness^  negligence f  or  prejudices^  nohich  attention  and  inqid* 
ry  widd  removcy  ought  to  remember,  that  they  are  daily  expos- 
.  ing  them  to  the  hazard  of  a  horrid  disease,  in  which  very  umaify 
not  one  in  eight  persons  recovers; — never  at  any  time  m<»« 
than  one  in  ten. — I  am,  Dear  Sir,  your,  &c. 

George's  Square^  I6th  March^  1812.        Charles  Stuart* 

P.  S. — Mr  Scott  informs  me^  that,  in  a  former  epidemic  in 
1703,  twenty-two  children  died  in  this  small  village  in  natund 
smaU-pox  ;  m  1797,  seven  children  died  from  the  same  cause; 
and  in  1799,  of  three  children  only  in  the  disease^  one  died. 
May  I  add,  that  it  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  test  propos- 
ed by  Mr  James  Bryce,  surgeon  here,  in  his  very  valuable  book 
on  this  subject,  and  trusted  to  by  many  physicians  and  surgeons, 
as  affording  infallible  proof  of  constitutional  cow*pox,  is  not  am/- 
versallif  attended  to. 

A  nevo  and  certain  methodf  discovered  and  proposed^  xj^herehy  antf  mis* 
take  in  the  practice  of  Vaccination  may  be  easily  detected^  and  the 
use  of  the  genuine  Kine  Pock  rendered  more  universaL 

Individuals  or  families  residing  in  any  part  of  the  United  States, 
who  cannot  otherwise  procure  the  most  satisfactory  proof  of  their 
having  obtained  the  genuine  Kine  Pock,  are  hereby  informed,  that 
if,  after  submitting  themselves  to' be  vaccinated,  they  will  take  care 
of  the  scabs  or  crusts  which  every  operation  will  produce  (whether 
the  same  may  have  been  effectual,  spurious  or  imperfect)  and  will 
send  them  to  the  subscriber  ^or  examination;  they  may  obtain  the 
same  evidence  of  their  safety,  or  continued  liability  to^take  the  siiiall« 
pox,  as  if  they  had  been  personally  visited  by  hun  eveiy  day  during 
the  whole  process  of  their  vaccination. 

To  obtain  this  desirable  proof  of  personal  safety,  howeTer^  tome 
little  care  and  attention  is  requisite  on  the  part  of  the  patient* — ^Dur* 
ine  the  period  of  inflammation  or  soreness,  the  arm  into  whicii  the 
infection  may  have  been  inserted,  should  be  taken  as  much  care  of 
as  possible.  The  pock,  or  sore,  should  not  be  altered  or  disturbed 
by  spplicationB  of  any  kind ;  neither  fhould  it  be  Ccratched,  bruifed,  or 
injuredy  in  any  mamier  whaUver  f  but  the  difeafe  (bould  be  fuffered  x» 


18 1 9.  Vaecination  in  America.  988 

come  to  its  own  natoral  tennination :-— ij  scab  or  crud  wiU  be  iienjbrmed 
in  due  time  ;  and  it  toiU  bejbund^  on  a  strict  and  proper  examtnationp 
to  be  perfectly  indicative  of  the  disease  xjohich  produced  itf  whether  the 
same  may  have  been  the  genuine  Kine  Pockf  or  any  of  those  spurious 
afictionSf  tchich  have  been  so  often  mistaken  for  it. — Oq  the  eighth  daj 
after  the  operation^  or  as  foon  as  the  fcabs.  or  crufts  become  loofe,  they 
fhoald  be  taken  oK  and  wrapped  in  a  little  fine  lint  or  cotton ;  they  may 
be  then  folded  op  in  a  fmall  piece  of  clean  white  paper,  on  which  mufC 
be  written  the  name,  age,  and  place  of  refidence  of  the  perfon  or  perfona 
from  whom  they  were  taken ;  and  also  the  time  when  they  came  off. 

In  all  cafes  fubmitted  as  above*  where  the  vaccination  has  been  eSec» 
tualy  a  certificate  figned  by  the  fubfcrtber  will  be  given,  declaring  that 
the  perfon  who  has  been  the  fubje^  of  it  will  never  thereafter  be  liable 
to  take  the  fmall-poz  :  and  if  any  vaccination  stay  be  found  to  liave  been 
fpurious,  imperfedf  or  ineffedual,  the  aeceflary  precautions  to  be  takm 
will  be  particularly  and  promptly  given  in  a  letter  of  advice* 

In  making  known  to  the  pubUc  this  new  method  of  corre^iing  the 
miftakes  which  have  been  every  where  fo  frequent,  and  alfo  fo  fatal  ia 
the  prance  of  vaccmation,  the  fubfcriber  deems  it  necelTary  to  (late^ 
that  he  has  adventured  to  propofe  it  only  after  the  moft  mature  invefti- 
gation  of  its  merits.  His  experience  during  eleven  years  nearly  paf^, 
will  now,  he  believes,  fully  juftify  him  in  declaring,  that  there  is  no  pos- 
sMe  deception  or  mistake  in  vaccination^  let  the  operation  he  performed 
bu  voAom,  tohen^  or  vAere  it  may^  -which  he  toill  not  be  able  to  detect  udtk 
the  utmost  certainty,  by  the  examination  proposed  ;  and  he  has  no  doubt 
but  that  every  other  practitioner^  voho  is  perfectly  acquainted  tvith  the 
character  nf  the  genuine  kine  pock^  toill  soon  discover  that  he  can  also* 
rath  a  Utile  attention^  judge  correctly  of  the  effect  of  any  operation^  bu 
an  accurate  examination  of  the  scabs  or  crusts,  as  herein  suggested*  lie 
folicits,  however,  the  moil  ft  rid  fcrutiny  of  the  utility  olf  his  plan,  by 
a  difceming  public  ;  and,  (hould  it  fail  to  accomplifli  the  highly  import- 
ant  objects  propofed  by  him,  no  one  wiU  be  more  free  to  acknowledge 
it,  nor  yet  more  deeply  to  lament  it  than  himfelf. 

For  slU  communications  on  this  fubje£l,  either  to  or  from  the  fubfcrib* 
er,  the  medium  of  the  Poft*office  is  recommended,  as  being  the  moft 
convenient,  expeditious,  fafeft  and  beft.  The  poftage,  however,  muft 
in  all  cafes  be  paid,  otherwife  no  communication  will  be  taken  from  the 
poft -office* 
Baltimoref  iph  March,  i8i2.  James  Smith, 

Utahliiked  Fee$  <md  Begulatiom  of  the  Vacciru  InstUuiian,  in  the  city  of  BalUmore^ 

tmder  the  direUion  of  Dr  Jame%  Smiih. 
A  list  of  ihem  u  satjoined,  but  w  are  obliged  to  omit  them  from  want  of  room^] 

The  CooncB  of  the  Hanreian  Society  beg  leave  to  iotimatet 
tliat,  with  the  view  of  encouraging  experimental  inquiry  amonff 
be  Students  of  Medicine,  they  have  announced  tue  following 
Tk-izc^Qucstiona  for  three  years  to  come. 


SM  Pnze  Quesiians,  4^.  July  181S. 

For  I8I2.— An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  best  method  of 
preparing  a  Soporific  Medicine  from  the  Lactuca  Sattra. 

For  1813. — An  Elxperimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Sqc^ 
CBS  Spissatus  Lactucae  Sativae  on  the  Human  Body. 

For  1814. — An  Experimental  Essay  on  the  effects  of  the  Dh 
gitalis  Purpurea  on  the  circulation  of  the  blood,  both  in  the  hu- 
man species  and  other  animals,  particularly  in  frogs. 

Dissertations  on  these  subjects  must  be  transmitted  to  Dr 
Duncan  senior^  secretary  to  the  Society,  on  or  before  the  1st  of 
January  following  the  year  for  which  they  are  announced* 

Edinburgh,  ISM  April,  1812*     ' 

Sin, — An^  obligation  will  be  conferred  on  the  Royal  Medical 
Society  of  Edinburgh,  by  the  insertion  of  the  following  paragr^ik 
in  your  valuable  publication. 

All  Members  of  the  Royal  Medical  Society,  are  innted  to 
-write  an  Experimental  Essay  on  the  following  subject 

*'  To  determine,  by  experiment,  what  substances  are  exhaled 
by  the  skin  ;  and  the  changes,  if  any,  which  they  produce  cm  the 

surrounding  air. " 

7he  Dissertations  are  to  be  written  in  English,  Latin,  or 
French,  and  are  to  be  delivered  to  the  Secretary  on  or  before 
the  1st  of  December  18 IS,  (being  the  year  sucosedin^  that  in 
which  the  subject  is  proposed.)  IHie  adjudication  will  take  place 
in  the  last  week  of  I^ebruary  following. 

To  each  Dissertation  shall  be  prefixed  a  motto,  and  this  motto 
is  to  be  written  on  the  outside  of  a  sealed  packet,  containioi; 
the  name  and  address  of  the  author.  No  Dissertatioa  will  be 
received  with  the  author's  n^me  affixed ;  and  all  Dissertations, 
except  the  successful  one,  will  be  returned,  if  deaired,  with  the 
sealed  packet  unopened.     I  am,  &c.  N.  Bain^  Sec 

Edinburgh,  29th  April,  18 Id. 

It  is  with  extreme  sorrow  that  we  have  to  announce  the  death 
of  Dr  Willan  at  Madeira.  In  our  next  Number  we  hope  to  be 
able  to  give  a  biographical  memoir  respecting  him. 


***  CToimnunications  maybe  addressed  to  the  Edttors,  to  tlia  care  of  H<^'^< 
CoNSTABLc  &  Co.  Edinburgh  j  Messrs  Lokcman  &  Co.  London;  and  Gii^sai  * 
tioDOsa^  Dublin. 


Uo.  XXXIl  via  be  published  on  the  la  of  October  1819. 
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ORIGINAL    COMMUNICATIONS. 


I. 

Letter  to  Dr  Andrew  Duncan,^.  Phystcidn^  Edinburgh^  froni 
Dr  CocHRANEi  Felloe  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians^  Edin-' 
Imrghp  enclosing  a  Letter  from  Dr  Harness^  Commissioner  for 
Sick  and  Wounded  Sedmen^  and  Communications  from  Mr  Par- 
80K,  Dr  Burnxtt,  and  Dr  Wii;80K,  on  the  Ardent  Fever^  as 
^served  at  QuadidoupCf  Gibraltar ^  and  Pfymouth. 

T^EAR  SiR) — I  send  you  A  Valnabte'  coiiiinnnicatiofi  from  Mr 
-'^.  Parson,  Surgeon  U.  N,,  now  stationed  in  Guadaloupe,  giv* 
ing  an  account  of  his  successful  treatment  of  YeHow-fever. 

I  considered  it  to  be  of  so  much  importance,  that  I  transmit* 
ted  it  for  the  inspection  of  Dr  Harness,  who  so  ably  conduct^ 
the  department  of  Commissioner  for  Sick  and  Woanded  Sea* 
men,  at  the  Transport  6oard,  London. 

The  opinion  which  the  Doctor  has  expt'essed  on  this  subject  is 
so  exactly  consonant  with  my  own,  that  I  cannot  do  him  more 
justice  than  by  giving  yoii  a  copy  of  his  letter,  which,  with  the 
facts  stated  by  Mr  Parson,  I  consider  may  have  great  weight 
in  inducing  practitioners,  both  in  the  navy  and  army,  as  well  as 
West  India  residents,  to  follow  up  this  mode  of  treatment  in  a 
disease  which  has  proved  so  fatal  to  many  brave  defenders  of 
our  country ;  and,  I  trust,  when  prejudices  and  false  theories 
are  laid  aside,  this  practice  M'ill  become  universalf  and  that 
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scotrrge  be  attacked  and  deFeated  by  weapons  eqocF  to  the  oooh 
bat.  Dr  Harness  has  farther  done  me  the  honour  to  send  roe 
two  very  interesting  and  welKwritteil  papers,  oflSciaDy  transmit* 
ted  to  him ;  one  on  the  ferer  which  appeared  at  dibraltar  in 
I8IO9  which  shows  the  f;reat  judgment  of  Dr  Burnett  inhissoc- 
ccssful  praeticei  and  confirms,  in  ihestroMM  maaner^  Mr  Par- 
scm's  observations  in  a  distant  auarter*  lite  other  exhil^  the 
judicious  treatment  of  the  sick  ny  Dr  Wiboir,  by  which  a  nuio* 
Der  of  valuable  seamen  wefe  soon  restored  to  tneir  doticsy  and 
that  chiefly  by  the  free  use  of  the  lancet 

Copies  of  these  papers  accompany  this ;  and  I  request  you  wiD 
do  me  the  &vour  to  initert  them,  as  soon  as  you  can,  in  your 
respectable  Journal,  so.  that  thev  may  acquire  as  extensive  a  dr- 
culation  as  their  merits  entitle  them  to. 

I  take  the  liberty  of  adding,  that  these  gentlemen's  ob^rva- 
tions  on  congestion  in  the  brain,  and  abdominat  viscera,  being 
the  cause  of  dl  the  violent  irymploms  attending  this  fever,  was  ac- 
curately pointed  out  by  my  fate  ingenious  young  friend,  Dr  Wil- 
liam Irvine,  physician  to  the  forces  in  Siciry,  in  an  excellent  trea- 
tise on  the  diseases  of  the  army  ia  that  country,  which  was  pub- 
lished by  him  about  three  years  ago,  and  which  I  would  earnestly 
recoioimend  to  every  practitioner  in  warm  dimatcs.  His  constant 
success,  in  these  cases,  by  detracting  large  quantities  of  blood 
from  the  temporal  artery,  proved  the  truth  of  bis  observation  ; 
and,  I  thinky  in  the  first  stage  of  yclk>w* fever,  where  the  sym- 
ptoms are  urgent,  that,  or  heeding  in  the  juguhr  veins^  would 
give  more  speedy  relief^  and  perhaps  with  Uie  loss  of  less  blood 
to  the  patient,  upon  the  whole,,  than  drawing  it  off  bv  the  arai. 

}  regret  to  add,  that  this  accomplished  gentleman  fell  a  sacri- 
fkte  to  bi$  professionat  duties  ijft  the  idUnd  of  Maka^  id  May 

2\j  Mctiiland  Sireeij  Jme20^  181^. 


Letter  Jrom  Dr  Harness,  Commifsioner  JS^  Sick  mmd  Wounded 
Seaman^  ta  Dr  Cochrane,  Feik^  of  the  Royal  (kHUge  of 

Phi/sicians,  Edinburgh. 

Dear  &r, — I  am  extremely  obfiged  to  you  for  the  honour  yea 
have  do^e  me,  by  transmittuig  to  me  Mr  Parson's  opiaioa 
ajid  treatment  of  yellow-fever,  whidi  certainly  do  him  much 
credit.  The  perusal  has  afibrded  me  very  considerable  aatjs- 
ftiction  and  pleasure,  as  it  goes  to  substantiate  the  correctnesa 
and  wisdom  of  the  practice,  which  has  for  some  lime  beeu  <*- 
taining  generally  in  the  Royal  Navy  ;  and  which,  I  am  pecsoad* 
ad,  by  a  long  series  oi  observaUo»  and  extensive  practice  i» 


IBtIL  Dr  ihnmm  m  tie  TelbmhRBer.  S8T 

soolbefn  climatesy  at  wdB  as  frott  the  variauB  stateiriento  of  its 
aapericMr  8uoe686»  transmitted  to  m^  by  tbe  professional  gentle* 
men  of  his  Majesty's  fleets  and  boqpitala  in  di&rent-f  arts  of  the 
worid»  mustt  in  a  tery  short  time,  be  verv  generally  acfopted. 
I  hate  long  conridered  the  pretention,  and  we  remedying  of 
sumte  diseases,  to  depend  on  preserving  the  balanoe  of  the  eur« 
eolation ;  and,  by  restoring  it  when  lost  by  the  prompt  and  do* 
cided  means  promidgated  m  the  enelosed»  which  I  am  induced 
to  forward  for  your  p^uial,  that  you  may  be  apprised  of  tho 
SMdvance  the  prsctiee  has  obtained,  and  of  the  advantage  result* 
ing  therefrom  to  his  Majes^'s  servieo^  When  tead,  I  wiU  thaak 
yoa  to  retnm  them;  and  if  you  can  afford  time  to  arrange  the 
ptractical  remarks  which  they  contain,  and  give  them  more  ex<^ 
tended  publicity,  by  procuring  them  an  insertion  in  the  £din« 
buxgh  Medical  Journal,  you  will  greatly  ofatige,  niy  dear  Sir^ 
your  obedient  humble  servant 
Transport  Boards  June  15.  I8I& 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  W.  H.  PaIisom  Esq.  St&geon  B.  N.  Ut 
Dr  Thomas  Cochrane,  RUam  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Ph^ 
sicians^  Edinburgh,  on  his  Treatment  of  the  YeUoohFever. 

DEAit  S1R9 — According  to  my  promise^  I  shall  endeavour,  in 
as  concise  and  explicit  a  way  as  the  limits  of  my  paper  will  ad« 
mit,  to  acquaint  you  with  the  opinions  that  I  have  deduced  from, 
a  constant  and  intimate  observation,  for  nearly  three  years,  of 
that  disease  vulgarly  called  yeUonvfeoer*  After  the  various  theo* 
ries  published  respecting  its  nature  and  cure,  which  I  have  most 
attentively  perused,  and  to  the  material  points  of  each  of  which 
I  have  repestedly  attended,  you  will  be  surprised  at  finding  how 
much  this  very  tormidable  disease  has  become  simplified  in  my 
estimation  1  and  while  I  deeply  lament  the  ejccessive  blunders 
that  have  occurred  respecting  the  modus  operandi  of  the  di&^ 
ease,  and  in  its  treatment,  I  cannot  but  Ironder,  tliat,  of  our 
numerous  writers  thereon,  Rush  of  Philadelphia,  and  our  army 
physician,  Jackson,  should  have  been  the  only  authors  who  ap^* 
pear  to  have  possessed  any  thing  like  an  accurate  idea  of  its  na- 
ture, and  the  consequently  indicated  treatment;  although  the 
whole  of  them,  I  believe,  ofier  their  remarks  as  the  result  of 
(practical  experience,  and  of  anatomical  demonstrations  on  the 
'Victims  of  the  disease. 

Frofn  the  latter  source  of  information,  in  which  T  also  have 
had  too  frequent  opportunities  for  observation,  a  new  light  re* 
suiting  therefrom  nas  gleamed  upon  my  mind,  respecting  the 
eause  of  mortality  in  the  continued  and  Inlious  remittent  fever  of 
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the  West  Indies,  which  are,  in  my  cypmion,  only  niodificationa 
of  the  same  disease,  thoogh  authors  in  Grenada,  and  partica- 
larly  Dr  Chisholm,  who  practised  in  that  island,  consider  them 
distinct. 

This,  then,  Sir,  is  my  creed  respecting  these  fevers,  resulting 
ftom  deliberate  reflection,  repeated  ocular  anatomical  demon- 
stration,  and  very  considerable  practical  experience  therein* 

The  predisposing  causes  I  consider,  according  to  the  old  doc- 
trine, to  be  marshy  miasmata^  the  consequence  of  high  atmosphe- 
ric temperature,  with  moisture  from  putrid  vegetable  exhalations, 
n^ith  which  the  system  of  a  newly  arrived  European  bdng  dnly 
impregnated,  a  yery  slight  exciting  cause  is  sufficient  to  set  this 
vioJent  stimulus  in  motion,  the  first  effect  of  which  is  demon* 
strated  by  an  inordinate  action  of  the  heart  and  attericsj  bnt  a 
lion-coriespondent  one  in  the  venotistnA  absorbent  systems^  which 
are,  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  in  a  state  of  tor- 
f>or,  until  the  curative  indications  arc  resorted  to. 

The  morbid  force  is  of  a  most  vident  and  concentrated  chapac* 
ter,  exhibited  in  ihe  peculiar  determination  of  blood  to  th)e  brainy 
in  most  instances,  bat  in  all  to  the  abdominal  viscera  in  particu- 
lar, where,  upon  dissection,  the  most  formidable  traces  of  the 
disease  are  always  present.  Its  natural  course,  then,  in  the  pri- 
mary stage,  consists  in  strong  and  rapid  movement,  ultimately 
tending  to  the  destruction  of  certain  organs,  by  producing  con- 
gestion and  inflammation. 

In  what  then  do  the  curative  indications  consist  ? — ^for  it  is 
not  certainly  a  disease  in  which  the  vis  medicatrix  naturte  can 
be  confided  in,  as  the  French  physicians  in  this  place  ought  to 
be  aware  of.  My  answer  is,  in  unloading  the  vessels  as  quick- 
ly as  possible,  by  copious  and  repeated  blood*  letting,  until  the 
symptoms  caused  by  the  unequal  action  of,  and  between,  the 
arterial  and  venous  systems  abate.  These  powerful  means  are 
to  be  aided  by  the  free  use  of  cathartics,  so  as  to  keep  up  a  c(fn^ 
slant  action  on  the  bowels,  by  tepid  diluent  drinks  and  warm 
baths,  and,  what  I  consider  would  be  still  better,  vapour-baths, 
to  cause  a  determination  to  the  skin. 

The  primary  inflammatory  symptoms  being  by  these  means 
removed,  the  cold  or  tepid  affusion,  according  to  the  patient's 
strength,  becomes  highly  serviceable  in  removnig  any  remaining 
febrile  action,  or  ratlier  disposition  thereto:  But  in  tiie  ki^x  at- 
tack, I  am  certain  I  have  experienced  an  injurious  tendency  in 
the  former  remedy,  when  mercury  formed  my  principal  reli- 
mice  5  and  I  believe  that  most  respectable  author,  Dr  Curric, 
considered  cold  nfIbi»ion  inadmissible  where  local  intirnalif*^um* 
malion  was  present  or  expected^ 
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As  to  mercury,  I  cannot  absolutely  determine  whether  some 
recoveries  I  have  seen  take  place  arose  from  its  influence,  or 
from  other  accompanying  means.  A  very  full  and  just  trial  of 
this  mineral,  and  its  almost  total  failure  with  me,  obliges  me  to 
declare,  that  my  faith  in  its  efficacy,  in  the  fever  alluded  to,  i^ 
completely  shaken ; — and  I  very  much  doubt  if  it  ever  has  effect-^ 
ed  any  cure,  after  congestions  have  once  taken  place,  where  its 
use  would  be  of  most  avail.  Indeed,  so  remarkably  torpid  are 
the  absorbents,  during  the  continuance  of  the  disease,  that  I 
equally  doubt  if  any  part  of  the  mercury  is  absorbed,  until  the 
disease  has  been  greatly  moderated  by  other  more  effectual 
means. 

When  I  first  arrived  in  this  country,  vanity  induced  me  to 
suppose,  that  because  I  had  previously  been  some  time  in  a  tro- 
pical climate  (the  Brazils),  that  I  was  duly  prepared  to  treat  West 
India  diseases.  Subsequent  experience  has  completely  exposed 
to  me*  my  own  presumption,  and  that  I  then  possessed  nothing 
more  than  commonplace  school  opinions  concerning  them,  which 
practical  observations  have  proved  to  be  ill-founded  and  fallacious* 

You  very  justly  observe,  that  it  is  a  disease  which  must  soon 
bumble  self-sufficiency,  and  has  confounded  several  fine-spun 
theories;  and  it  also  perfectly  justifies  the  remarks  in  your  lost 
favour,  that  a  man  is  bewildered  when  he  has  begun,  as  he 
thinks,  sufficiently  scientifically  to  work,  and  at  last  finds,  from 
woful  disappointment,  that  he  has  to  strike  out  a  new  plan  for 
himself. 

This  is  precisely  my  own  case :  although  I  have  the  happiness 
lo  add,  that  my  experience  has  not  been  purchased  at  the  ex« 
pense  of  many  fatal  terminations  of  fever,  having  never  placed 
entire  confidence  in  any  particular  theory,  or  even  in  the  ci-de- 
vant supposed  specific.  Mercury,  but  ever  kept  in  view  the  relief 
of  urgent  symptoms ;  and  from  very  extensive  practice  in  this 
fever,  and  ocular  proof  of  the  affections  of  the  organs  that  partir 
cularly  suffer,  viz.  the  death  of  the  stomach  and  upper  intestines^ 
by  inflammation,  congestion  in  the  liver,  and  in  the  venouij^ 
system  universally,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  whole  of  the  ab- 
dominal viscera  in  a  diseased  state ;  from  these  circumstances^ 
I  confidently  hope  in  having  arrived  much  nearer  to  perfection 
In  the  treatment  of  yellow-lever,  and  1  am  truly  happy  to  state, 
tliat  the  result  of  my  practice  justifies  such  \\o\ui, 

h^ince  the  opening  of  the  hospital  in  this  to^n,  last  April, 
where  we  have  usualTy  this  fever  in  the  highest  degree,  among 
the  American  and  European  seamen,  which  may  1^  attributed, 
I  suppose,  to  the  predisposing  cause,  marshy  miasmata,  predo- 
minating in  a  high  degree,  and  the  exciting  one^,  new  rum,  and 
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exercise  in  the  sun,  being  inordinately  wplied,  Ae  resnk  of 
iny  practice  is,  that  oat  of  219  cases  of  high  depprees  of  this 
fever,  36  b^ve  died,  making  little  more  than  one  m  seven.  It 
inust  also  be  observed,  that  many  of  th^se  had  been  receiv- 
ed after  they  had  been  ill  from  12  to  24  hours ;  some  where 
jcongestion  had  taken  place,  and  others  where  the  effects  of 
congestion  were  present,  forming  the  last  stage  of  the  disease, 
raci  evinced  by  a  combination  of  gastritis,  hepatitis,  and  ea^ 
ritis,  accompanied  with  the  dreadful  symptoms  of  these  dis- 
eases. In  this  advanced  state,  no  remedy  I  have  yet  tried  is  cS 
any  avail.  Bleeding  relieves  for  a  time  even  after  congestion 
has  taken  place,  but  in  every  instance  where  it  has  been  resorted 
to  in  that  state,  it  appeared  to  accelerate  death.  A  reroarkaUe 
difierence  is  observable  in  this  fatal  event,  between  those  who 
bave,  and  those  who  have  not  lost  blood  ;  the  former  terminal? 
ing  their  existence  apparently  under  no  sufferings,  while  in  the 
latter  they  are  frequently,  and  for  the  most  part,  horrfd  and 
indescribable. 

There  is  another  primary  demonstration  of  the  nature  of  the 
disease  observable  here  very  frequently,  which  appears  to  me  de- 
pending upon  an  increased  impregnation  of  the  subject  with  the 
pestilential  miasmata.  Instead  of  finding  on  the  first  attack  creat 
neat  of  the  skin,  and  strong  arterial  action,  with  the  usual  de- 
termination to  the  head,  indicated  by  a  flushed  countenance, 
&c.  we  have  the  surface  of  the  body  constricted,  the  pulse  amall, 
and  in  some  instances  hardly  discernible,  though,  upon  pressure, 
tense  and  corded,  coolness  of  the  extremities,  with  the  action  of 
the  heart  in  a  manner  suspended.  These  symptoms,  with  their 
concomitants  increased  anxiety,  &c.  indicate,  I  think,  a  higher 
degree  of  disease,  a  larger  determination  of  blood  to  the  inter- 
|ial  organs,  with  an  increased  disposition  to  torpor  in  the  veins; 
and  the  circumstances  of  the  pulse  always  rising  and  becoming 
inore  pleasant  after  each  bleeding,  where  such  symptoms  exist, 
and  ihe  repeating  of  the  blood-letting  according  to  their  urgen- 
cy, with  extensive  purging,  and  the  warm-bath,  but  seldom 
failing  in  their  removal,  are  sufficient  proofs  of  this  opinion  be- 
jiig  well  founded  j  and  I  have  actually  within  these  eight  months 
bled  patients  repeatedly  under  such  symptoms,  and  thereby  saved 
their  lives,  when  I  am  positive  European  physicians  of  the  first 
character,  who  had  never  before  ^een  tills  fever,  would  have  de- 
claimed against  me  as  a  maniac,  and  predicted  the  certain  loss 
of  the  patient  in  consequence. 

My  success,  however,  by  the  detoiled  mode  of  treatment 
which  the  hospiul  books  wifl  at  all  times  authenticate,  is  thebe^t 
lyoucher  for  my  theory  and  practice,  which  I  do  not,  Sir,  pre- 
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mme  to  oibr  MHOTel,  but  which  ha^  been  too  much  overlooked 
from  not  appearing  to  have  reaskin  for  their  basis ;  and  unhappily 
for  dbe  many  thousands  who  have  faHen  victims  Co  this  fatal  dis- 
ease an  the  Antilles^  depletory  measures  in  its  commencement 
were  formerly  brought  into  disrepute,  by  the  lancet  beingeither  too 
sparingly  or  too  indiscriminately  used >—*or,  in  plain  terms,  from* 
bleeding  not  having  been  carried  to  a  sufficient  extent  to  conquer 
the  primary  symptoms,  or  from  having  been  had  recourse  to  after 
<:oiige6tion  had  formed,  where  it  could  only  have  the  effect  of  more 
quickfy  destroyiiig  the  unhappy  sufieren  From  this  careless  and 
indiscriminate  use  of  an  Herculean  remedy,  it  became  some  years 
hence  superseded  by  a  supposed  specific,  i  do  not  presume  to 
BBsert  that  \ienesection alone,  in  tlie  commencement,  might  put  a 
«top  to  the  profp^eas  of  Che  ii^ver,  without  the  co-operation  of  re- 
peated blisters,  pargatives,  &c«  In  the  use  of  these,  my  expe- 
rience does  not  accord  widi  the  practice  of  Rush,  (an  author  I 
hiffhly  respect),  who  advises  the  exhibition  of  too  large  a  dose  of 
suornvrias  hydrargyria  without  a  sufficiency  of  other  cathartic 
medicine  to  dispose  it  particubrly  to  act  on  the  intestinal  canal, 
as  I  find  that  four  or  five  grains  of  calomel,  combined  with  15 
or  30  grains  of  jalap  for  a  dose,  is  much  more  effectual  and 
certain  m.its  operation  than  10  of  the  former  and  15  of  the  lat- 
ter,  which  he  prescribes.  The  purgative  i  usUiJIv  repeat  three 
or  four  times,  at  intervals  of  six  and  eight  hours,  finding  that  as 
long  OS  the  least  disposition  to  a  determination  of  blood  to  the 
viscera  continues,  and  for  a  short  time  after  the  restoration  of 
an  equal  circulation,  the  morbid  hepatic  secretion  remains ;  and 
this  circumstance  itself  assigns  a  cause  for  an  irregular  inter- 
mittent, with  bilious  vomitings,  so  frequently  following  a  violent 
attack  of  continued  fever  in  a  neviM^omcr,  and  which  I  myself 
personally  experienced. 

I  have  extended  this  detail  to  an  unintended  length,  for  which  I 
have  to  claim  your  patience  and  pardon,  hoping  that  the  warmth 
I  feel  on  so.  interesting  a  subject,  and  that  the  remarks  I  have 
the  honour  of  communicating  being  truly  genuine,  die  offspring 
of  daily  and  hourly  experience,  will  plead  my  excuse  for  its  pro- 
lixity ;  and  I  rather  lament  the  want  of  talent  which  obliges  me  to 
decline  offering  to  the  profession  observations  on  this  formidable 
disease,  further  than  by  endeavouring  to  euli:^hteu  and  sim))lify 
this  important  complicated  subject,  and  guard  the  inexperienced 
practitioner  against  indiscriminate  error  in  the  use  of  the  only 
effectual  remedies  in  the  disease  in  question. 

I  have  omitted  to  notice,  that  where  the  mischief  has  once  ta- 
ken place,  viz.  cottgestion'nnA  consequent  injlammaiion  and  ^an^ 
grene,  human  powers  are  but  of  little  avail.    The  batlis  that  yoi^* 
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recommend  in  guch  a  state  (a  strong  infusion  of  cap&iciun)* 
would  in  all  probability  be  the  most  efficacious  of  any  remedy 
^hat  could  be  resorted  to.  I  have  had  no  opportunity,  since  your 
ingenious  communications^  of  trying  them  $  but  depend  upon  it, 
whenever  opportunities  occur,  they  shall  not  be  lost  sight  of,  and 
their  effects  shaH  be  faithfully  reported. 

I  have,  in  the  latter  stage,  seen  cood  effects  from  bai'k 
enemas,  and  a  very  extensive  use  of  diffusible  stimuIL  I  am 
myself  a  living  instance  of  this, — as  when  labouring  under 
Uack  vomiting,  singultus,  coldness  of  the  extremities,  and  tota] 
insensibility,  two  bottles  of  champagne  and  nearly  a  bottle  of 
brandy  were  got  down  in  one  night,  from  which,  with  insulating 
me  with  bottles  of  warm  water,  and  covering  nearly  the  whole 
surface  of  my  body  with  blisters  and  mustard  plasters,  I  was 
spared  to  be  a  witness  to  the  efKcacy  of  stimulants  in  the  last 
stage  of  the  disease. 

His  Excellency's  secretary  Mr  K  is  another ;  but  such 

remarkable  instances  are  very  rare ;  and  although  the  means 
should  never  be  neglected,  confident  \iopes  of  their  success  must 
not  prevail. 

Your  observation  respecting  the  use  of  Fowler's  solution  iu 
remittents  and  intermittents,  is  extremely  correct.  Its  use  with 
roe  in  those  diseases  has  been  unboundedly  successful,  particu* 
larly  where  the  bark  has  fai|ed.  Experience  teaches  me  that  in- 
termittents in  this  cofintry  are  very  frequently  connected  with 
diseased  viscera,  particularly  the  liver ;  ^nd  from  this  cause  I 
liave  frequently  succeeded  in  their  cure  by  the  employment  of 
mercury,  alle?*  the  bark  and  arsenic  have  failed. 

Our  hospital  here,  and  its  establishment,  do  equal  honcmr  to 
the  abilities  and  philanthropy  of  him*  who  designed  the  former, 
and  effected  the  latter.  It  is  on  the  same  plan  as  the  Barbadocs 
naval  hospital,  which  the  same  talent  for  all  that  is  useful,  and  zeal 
in  the  cause  of  humanity  also  conceived^  This  refuge  for  the  sick 
mariner  will  at  present  comfortably  lodge  40  patients,  and  in 
case  of  emergency  60 ;  and  should  the  trade  increase,  the  opgi- 
hal  plan  of  adding  another  wing  will  be  pursued.  It  is  support- 
ed by  a  tex  of  a  quarter  dollar  p^r  ton  on  all  vessels  entering  the 
ports,  and  the  patients  received  paying  a  dollar  a  day,  while 
they  remain  in  the  hospital. 

The  fear  of  intruding  prevents  me  from  yielding  to  my  desire 
of  addressmg  Dr  Harness  on  this  subject  j   conceiving  that, 


^rti^^t;?  •''"^'''!,H^.  ^"  Alexander  Cochrane,  K.  B.  Vice-Admiral 
o/  the  White,  and  Governor  of  Guadaloupe. 
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through  that  worthy  many  the  junior  department  of  my  brother 
officers  miffht  profit  by  my  observations,  and  that  by  bis  judicious 
advice  and  authority  a  number  of  valuable  lives  might  be  saved- 
to  our  navy  in  the  West  Indies.  I  shall  feel  highly  pleased  with 
a  continuance  of  your  instructive  correspondence,  and  request 
you  will  be  pleased  to  honour  mc  with  your  remarks  on  the 
professional  subjects  contained  in  this  long  letter. 
Colonial  Hospital^  Pointe  a  Fetre^ 
Guadaloupe^  6th  March  1812. 
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Some  Account  of  a  Fever  that  appeared  at  Gibraltar  in  the  mrmtk 
of  October  1810,  eommunicated  to  the  Honourable  Commissio/ier% 
of  His  Majestjfs  Transport  Boards  ly  W.  Burneit,  M.  DL 
Physician  to  the  Fleet  oti  the  Mediterranean  station. 

^T^HE  destruction  occasioned  by  the  epidemic  Uiat  prevailed  at 
-■-  Gibraltar  in  the  year  1804,  will  be  long  remembered  by  the. 
inhabitants,  and  the  British  empire  at  large,  when  the  medical 
history  of  it  is  buried  in  oblivion. 

It  is  a  most  extraordinary  circumstance,  that,  after  a  period  of 
seven  years  has  elapsed,  not  one  of  the  medical  men  who  were 
there  have  given  to  the  world  the  smallest  account  of  it.  We 
have  no  description  of  its  symptoms,  nor  any  statement  of  the 
methods  which  were  employed  for  the  cure ;  no  Beacon  to  direct 
us  in  the  event  of  the  same  dreadful  visitation  again  occurring; — 
all  is  left  to  the  genius  and  industry  of  future  practitioners.  Since 
that  period  of  disease  and  distress,  the  appearance  of  fever  at 
any  time  in  the  garrison  has  been  looked  upon  with  a  most  sus« 
picious  eye;  and  the  communication  being  now  open  with  Spain^ 
where,  from  the  unhdppy  state  of  the  country,  individual  di«- 
tfess  is  far  more  frequent,  and  public  affairs  less  attended  to,  a 
fever  has  in  many  places,  but  more  particularly  in  Carthagena^ 
Irequcntly  brol^en  out,  and  the  garrison  of  Gibraltar  have  at 
dilferent  times  been  thrown  into  a  state  of  great  anxiety. 

In  the  month  of  September  1 810,  several  transport^:,  having  on 
board  deserters  from  the  French  army,  arrived  from  Carthage- 
1)^9  under  the  convoy  of  bis  Majesty's  ship  Imperieusc,  among 


ivbom  tt  fisrer  appeared,  of  which  some  bad  diedf  having  no 
medical  assistance.  They  werepul  uoder  strict  quarantine;  and 
m  medical  attendant  hating  been  sent  from  the  shore  waa  attack* 
cd  with  the  same  disease. 

Aboat  this  time  between  two  and  three  hundred  men  ar- 
med in  a  frigate  from  England,  for  the  purpose  of  manning 
a  flotilla  of  gun-«boats,  and  were  pot  on  board  the  San  Juan,  ly- 
ing in  the  mole.  Shortly  after  their  arrival,  the  heavy  rains 
which  occur  at  this  season  of  the  year  took  place,  and  were  fol- 
lowed by  intense  heat.  On  the  28th,  2Dth,  and  SOth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1  was  informed  by  a  letter  from  Mr  Donnet>  that  twa> 
ty-six  men  from  the  San  Juan  were  received  into  Uie  hospital, 
and  several  more  followed  on  the  succeeding  days. 

The  first  symptoms  were  prostration  of  strength,  succeeded 
by  chills,  cynanche  tonsillaris,  great  irritability  of  stomach, 
and  the  usual  symptoms  of  the  epidemic  of  the  season.  The 
treatment  of  these  patients  was  by  purgatives,  calomel,  blisters  to 
the  region  of  the  stomach ;  in  some  cases  cold  afiusion  waa  used, 
and  two  or  three  were  Ued  once.  Four  died,  one  of  wboati  had 
been  bled. 

In  the  case  of  one  who  was  examined  after  death,  marks  of 
bigh  inflammation  of  the  brain  were  detected ;  the  vessels  on  the 
surface  were  exceedingly  turgid,  and  about  six  ounces  of  serum 
were  contained  in  the  left  ventricle ;  the  gall  bladder  was  fell  of 
a  dark  inspissated  substance,  resemUing  pitch. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  some  persons  living  in  the  south, 
more  particularly  about  the  place  called  Scud  Hill,  were  taken 
in  with  a  fever,  said  to  be  of  a  suspicious  nature ;  and  shortly 
after,  several  soldiers  of  the  7th  Royal  Veteran  battdion,  quarter- 
ed in  the  town,  were  attacked  with  a  disease  said  to  be  the  Bu- 
lam  fever ;  the  salne  that  had  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  1804. 
One  seijeant  aiid  thirteen  privates  were  in'  ail  attacked  with  thk 
disease ;  there  were  also  fotkr  with  the  bSlious  remittent,  and  cme 
denominated  the  typhus  fever.   • 

Of  the  fourteen  with  what  is  called  the  Bulam,  six  died,  and 
two  out  of  four  died  with  the  biliouk  remittent ;  the  case  of  ty- 
ph  as  was  convalescent  in'  twenty  days.  Of  the  cases  that  occur- 
red in  private  life,  I  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  acooant,  nor 
indeed  have  I  a  detailed  case  from  the  regiment ;  but  I  sutyoin 
the  general  accounts  of  Mr  Pym,  deputy- mspector  of  hospitals, 
and  that  of  Mr  Kidson,  surgeon  of  the  Veterans. 

Mr  KidsorCs  Account. 

**  The  first  symptoms  of  the  fever  which  made  its  appearance 
in  the  7  th  Veteran  Battalion  in  this  garrison,  in  October  l  a  x  0,  were 
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fibiveriBgs,  succeeded  by  heat,  acute  pain  across  die  fordiead^ 
sometimes  extending  over  the  whole  bcuKl;  pain  in  the  back  and 
loins;  mat  oppression  at  the  breftst;  foil  ana  quick  puke;  tongue 
covered  with  a  brown  or  black  crust;  *  eyes  red.  On  the  second 
day,  the  patient  felt  easier;  the  breast  and  arms  were  covered  with 
livid  blotches ;  and  sometimes  the  vomiting  of  a  fluid,  with  a  se- 
dimait  resembling  coffee-grounds.  Death  generally  succeeded  in 
a  few  hours  afterwards.  The  medicines  found  to*  give  niost  re- 
lief, were  the  antim.  tartarisati  caknnd,  and  opium/' 

MrPynCs  AtcouMt^  communicated  to  me  by  a  Friend^  is  asfoUawu 

**  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  morning,  I  b^  leave  to  in- 
form you,  tbaty  in  my  opinion,  the  fever  which  prevails  on  board 
the  transports  from  Carthagena,  is  the  contagious  fever  of  tha 
West  Inaies,  known  by  the  name  of  the  Bulam  Fever,  from  ita 
having  been  imported  from  that  settlement  to  the  island  of  Gre« 
nada  in  1793.  It  is  the  same  disease  which  prevailed  in  Spain 
in  the  vears  1800  and  180S,  and  at  Gibraltar  in  1804. 

**  The  most  violent  mode  of  attack  is  shivermg,  with  excruci- 
ating headach,  confined  chiefly  to  the  forehead;  pain  in  the  back 
and  calves  of  the  legs;  the  skin  becomes  burninff  hot;  and  the  epea 
have  the  appearance  of  a  person  intoxicated ;  the  pulse  beats  mat 
100  to  i  10  in  a  minute;  then  follows  thirst,  with  pain  in  the  re^ 
pon  of  the  stomach ;  but  from  sickness  and  irritability  of  sUh 
mach,  no  drink  can  be  retained.  There  is  an  almost  constant 
yomiting ;  at  first  of  a  bilious  matter ;  but,  about  the  second  day, 
what  IS  brought  up,  is  mixed  with  a  substance  resembling  coffee- 
grounds,  wiSi  cold  extremities,  clammy  perspiration,  and  relief 
of  pain ;  a  few  hours  after  which,  death  generally  ensues,  f  In 
this  violent  attack,  the  disease  commonly  terminates  on  or  before 
the  fifth  day;  haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  month,  and  bowels, 
is  also  a  very  common  symptom,  with  yellowness  of  the  skin* 
Sometimes  the  disease  is  very  mild,  and  seems  to  be  cut  short  by 
the  operation  of  an  emetic  and  purgative. 

**  The  disease  differs  very  materially  from  the  bilious  or  ydlow* 
fever,  which  is  common  in  this  country  during  the  summer 
months:  This  last  is  not  contagious;  the  pulse  often  slower  than 

*  {Tote  by  Dr  Bamett — This  could  not  be  at  the  commencemisnt 
of  the  disefise.  In  IQ  cases  out  of  20,  the  tongue  is  either  white,  or 
slightly  tinged  yellow,  during  the  first  three  days ;  that  is,  until  gj^t• 
ric  syasptonif  commence. 

t  l!^ote  by  Dr  B. — The  same  train  of  symptoms  have  been  re« 
parked  on  board  several  of  the  ships  of  the  fleet ;  but  the  patient  has 
pot  been  observed  to  pass  through  the  different  stages  so  rapidly  as 
is  here  described.  ■* 


M6'  Dr  B^^^ett'*  OlsofDotum  Oct. 

natural.  It  is  generally  attended  with*  inflammation  of  the  liver  ; 
fs  relieved  by  bleeding,  anc\  seldom  runs  its  course  before  eight 
or  nine  days.  The  first  is  contagious ;  the  pulse  very  quick  ; 
does  not  bear  bleeding;  and  generally  tcrQunates  before  the  fifth 
day.  It  is  yexy  often  attended  wiih  the  fatal  symptoms  of  black 
vomiting. " 

The  total  number  attacked  in  the  garrison  was  thh  ty-eight,  of 
whom  twenty-three  died.  As  I  bad  no  opportunity  for  personal 
observationi  it  will  not  be  expected  that  I  should  give  from  my- 
self an  account  of  this  fever;  but  a  few  remarks  on  that  givca 
by  the  two  before-mentioned  medical  gcntlemeny  may  not  to  im- 
proper. 

Mr  Kidson  says,  *'  his  patients  had  great  oppression  at  the 
breast ;  quick  and  full  pulse ;  tongue  crusted  brown  or  black  ; 
severe  headach,  and  red  eyes. "  Surely  no  one  will  contend  but 
that  this  is  the  description  of  a  disease,  highly  inflammatory  ia 
the  beginning,  whatever  its  termination  may  afterwards  have 
been.  Yet  no  means  are  taken  to  allay  the  inordinate  action.  In 
truth,  if  any  could  have  been  thought  of,  worse  than  another,  it 
was  an  emetic,  which  could  only  tend  to  confirm  the  congestion  ; 
find,  by  increasing  the  high  vascular  action,  produce  gangrene 
of  some  of  the  viscera,  and  finally  hurry  the  patient  to  his  grave. 
The  use  of  emetics,  for  the  cure  of  yellow- fever,  is  a  practice  that 
has  teng  and  deservedly  been  laid  aside ;  for,  in  general,  irrita- 
Ulfty  of  stomach  and  vomiting  are  the  most  formidable  symp- 
toms we  have  to  contend  with.  The  liver  is  commonly  more  or 
less  inflamed,  both  in  the  yellow- fever  of  the  West  Indies,  pro- 
perly so  called,  and  in  the  bilious  remittent  of  this  country: — bow 
snoch  then  must  this  inflammation  be  increased  by  the  opera- 
tion of  an  emetic  exciting  such  strong  contractions  of  the  dia- 
phragm ?  The  determination  to  the  head  was  great  and  mani- 
lest,  yet  nothing  appears  to  have  been  done  to  relieve  it:  if  the 
Jancet  was  deemed  an  improper  remedy,  cold  aflusion  might  have 
been  substituted  with  advantage.  Mr  Pym  says,  '^  the  pulse 
is  very  quick, "  by  way  of  distinction ;  but  I  fear  this  would 
guide  us  but  little  in  our  diagnosis,  as  I  imagine  it  to  be  the 
case  at  some  period  or  other  in^all  febrile  diseases  which  termi- 
imte  fatally,  and  generally  to  be  met  with  in  the  bilious  remittent. 
AVith  respect  to  this  fever  "  not  bearing  bleeding, "  I  cannot 
loarn  that  it  has  been  tried  in  any  case  in  tne  garrison  of  Gibral- 
tar ;  nor  have  I  reason  to  think  was  calomel,  in  any  instance, 
carried  so  far  as  to  excite  ptyalism.  The  relief  experienced  by  thg 
patient  on  the  second  day  is  easily  accounted  tor.  The  innam« 
matory  stage  of  the  liver  had  passed,  gangrene  had  commenced  ia 
%oiije  of  th^  viscera;  cjld  extremities,  clammy  sweats,  with  re- 
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lief  of  pain,  wek-e  the  natnral  followerst  and  death,  in  a  short  time^ 
the  certain  consequence  of  so  formidable  a  train  of  symptoms. 

In  the  fever  that  prevailed  at  Gibraltar  in  ISO!',  bleeding  wai 
found,  in  many  instances,  of  sin^rular  benefit.  A  gentleman  now 
living  on  the  rock,  informs  me  that  he  was  bled  largely;  that  on 
the  third  bleeding  he  felt  quite  in  heaven,  and  he  had  a  rapid 
recovery:  But  it  seems  that  this  practice  was  not  general,  nor  is 
there  a  case  where  the  cold  affusion  was  tried. 

Why  Mr  Pym  has  called  this  the  Buiam  fever,  it  is  irapossi* 
ble  for  me  to  conjecture. 

Out  of  the  fourteen  cases  that  occurred  in  the  7th  Veteran 
Battalion,  onty  two  had,  what  was  supposed  to  be,  the  black 
vomiting,  and  six  died.  Cleghorn,  in  his  diseases  of  Minorcst 
second  edition,  page  16.  and  Chap.  III.  speaking  of  the  tertian, 
which  is  the  bilious  remittent  and  epidemic  of  the  season,  saya^ 
*<  but  the  greatest  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  if  a  few  drops 
of  blood  fall  from  the  nose, — if  black  matter  like  cofiee-ground» 
is  discharged  upwards  or  downwards, "  &c. 

This  is  written  in  the  year  1762,  and  the  Bulam  was  not 
heard  of  till  1793.  It  is  called  contagious,  which,  even  allowing 
it  for  a  moment  to  be  of  true  Bulam  origin,  is  a  point  far  from 
being  decided  even  in  the  West  Indies:  Indeed  the  best  of  oar 
practitioners  consider  the  yellow-fever  to  be  a  disease  not  com- 
municable either  by  contact  with  the  sick,  or  through  the  medi- 
um of  the  atmosphere;  and  there  is  no  instance,  in  ISIO,  of  the 
attack  of  the  fever  at  Gibraltar  having  been  the  consequence  of 
any  one's  attendance  on  the  sick.  The  only  person  taken  ill  in 
the  hospital  of  the  Veterans,  is  one  classed  under  the  liead  of 
bilious  remittent. 

llie  yellow  suffusion  is  a  common  symptom  in  most  of  the 
autumnal  epidemics,  and  was  frequent  amongst  the  marines  at 
Portsmouth,  who  were  attacked  with  a  remittent  fever,  as  relat- 
ed by  Dr  Lind,  in  1765.  Haemorrhage  from  the  nose,  mouth, 
and  bowels,  are  by  no  means  symptoms  solely  characteristic  of 
the  Bulam ;  for  they  frequently  occur  in  tlie  fevers  of  warm 
climates,  as  I  have  myself  witnessed ;  and  are  sometimes  brought 
on  by  other  causes,  not  dependent  on  the  disease.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1800,  while  lying  in  Mahon,  with  the  expedition  under 
the  orders  of  Lord  Keith  and  Sir  Ralph  Abercrombie,  many  of 
the  ships'  companies  were  attacked  with  the  bilious  remittent 
fever ;  amongst  the  rest  the  Diadem,  of  which  ship  I  was  then 
surgeon,  had  about  forty  men  taken  ill,  the  greater  part  of  whom, 
by  the  employment  of  liberal  evacuations  in  the  early  stage  of 
the  disease,  rapidly  recovered.  One  patient  had  extreme  irritar- 
biiiry  <^  stomach,  which  I  m  vain  eodca/ourcd  to  allay,  and 
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Coring  ft  ibreiiooD  I  was  absent  on  4iitf  t  ni^  assblant  gave  him 
an  emetic  of  tartarized  antimony ;  the  vomicing  increased,  and 
never  afterwards  for  a  moment  left  him ;  be  passed  blood  by  the 
iM>se,  mouth,  and  anas,  and  finally  died  at  the  hospital  Tins 
was  the  only  case  that  we  lost.  On  looking  over  the  notes  I 
took  of  the  whole,  I  find  that  the  patients  who  were  bled  most 
ypeovered  soonest,  and  in  these  cases  the  yellow  sufiiisi<Hi  was  in 
general  prevented. 

In  the  latter  end  of  October,  or  banning  of  November  1810, 
the  Leviathan  went  to  Gibraltar  to  refit,  and  took  under  her 
convoy  some  tranisports  with  deserters,  who  also  had  a  fever 
prevalent  amongst  them :  The  Leviathan  lay  in  the  Mole,  and 
sometime  after  she  was  there,  many  of  her  ship's  company  w«« 
attacked  with  fever,  attended  with  frequent  stools  and  high  in^ 
llammation  of  the  abdominal  viscera.  Several  died,  but,  on  thek 
having  recourse  to  the  lancet,  every  succeeding  case  recovered. 

From  the  foregoing  accounts,  and  from  all  the  information  I 
have  been  able  to  glean,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  fever 
which  prevailed  at  Oibniltar  in  1810,  was  not,  as  has  been  said, 
the  Buiam,  but  the  genuine  bilious  remittent  of  the  season. 

No  proof  of  contagion  imported  from  the  transports  has  been 
attempted  to  be  produced ;  and  it  was  before  shown,  that  no  one 
received  the  contagion  from  attendance  on  the  sick  on  shore ; 
and  a  gentleman,  who  has  had  much  experience  in  the  diseases 
of  the  West  Indies,  said  that  he  could  only  call  two  or  three 
of  Mr  Kidson's  cases  suspicious,  at  the  utmost.  It  is  therefore 
to  be  presumed,  that  this  was  a  fever,  only  in  some  instance 
differing  in  grade  from  the  epidemic  of  the  season,  and  in  which, 
by  the  adoption  of  prompt  and  liberal  evacuations,  the  wl^ole  of 
the  bad  symptoms  would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  prevent- 
ed. A  disease,  so  violent  in  its  attack,  must  be  met  by  a  cor- 
responding practice,  or,  in  all  probability,  your  patient  is  lost. 
There  is  no  time  for  hesitation.  If  a  patient  complains  to  you 
of**  excruciating  headach,  full  and  quick  pulse,  with  sufiusion 
of  the  eyes,  and  oppressed  breathing, "  as  soon  as  the  hot  stage 
of  the  fever  is  formed,  the  redaction  will  be  great ;  bleeding  both 
general  and  local  should  be  had  recourse  to ;  not  a  bleeding  of 
a  few  ounces,  bat  you  must  bleed  till  a  remission  is  produced, 
which  mil  often  not  happen  till  your  patient  has  lost  fiftjr  or 
sixty  ounces  of  blood.  A  brisk  cathartic  of  submurias  hydrarg. 
with  pulv.  jalap,  should  be  given,  and  repeated  if  necessary,  and 
the  whole  of  the  aUtiphiogisuc  regimen  strictly  pursued.  A  deter- 
mination to  the  surface  should  be  promoted  by  small  dosea  of  the 
pulv.  antim.  and  calomel,  or  tlie  julep,  ammon.  acetat.  and  a  pIeo< 
tiful  use  of  diluents.    By  these  means,  if  you  have  been  caUed 
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suffieiently  earljr  to  your  patientt  you  wiH  fiddom  fail  in  pfDear- 
ing  a  complete  remission  in  24  hours.  You  must  guard  your 
patient  from  rebpse  by  quiet^  and  by  open  bowels  for  a  fevr 
daysy— by  an  almost  total  abstinence  from  animal  food ;  and  at 
die  end  of  a  week  or  ten  days,  he  wiO  be  able  to  return  to  his 
usaal  occupation.  This  I  have  done  in  hundreds  of  cases.  But 
always  bear  in  mind,  '^  that  the  quantity  of  blood  taken  must 
be  in  proportion  to  the  TioleDee  ot  the  disease. " 

While  I  am  writing  this,  I  hare  before  me  a  melancholy  ex- 
ample of  the  evils  of  a  contrary  practice,  in  the  cases  of  his 
Maje6ly*8  ships  Temeraire  and  Invincible.  Those  ships,  lyinj^ 
in  Mabon,  have  had  their  crews  attacked  with  bilious  remittent 
fever.  TwMity  have  died  in  the  first,  and  seven  in  tbe  latter; 
but  indiependent  of  this,  the  whole  who  have  had  severe  attacks 
are  in  such  a  state  of  extenuation^  that  it  wiH  be  a  long  time 
before  diey  can  be  fit  for  thehr  duties,  and  gre  constantly  re- 
kpting.  *  Bot  this  is  not  all  $  they  return  to  their  ships  with 
glandular  obstructions,  or  the  foundation  of  phthisis  laid,  and  I 
fear  oumy  of  them  will  eventually  be  lost  to  the  service  and  to. 
themselves.  Knowing  that  the  Temeraire  would  be  in  Maboa 
in  the  summer,  I  told  the  surgeon  what  would  happen,  and  tbo 
phm  he  should  adopt,  but  my  advice  was  disregarded— »the  con- 
sequence is  seen.  But  as  if  more  partieularfy  to  confirm  die 
truth  and  proprie^  of  the  practice  I  am  advocating,  and  to 
prove  incontestably  its  value,  the  surgeon  of  the  Temeraire  wan 
hinuell  taken  iU ;  the  charge  of  the  sick  devolved  on  Dr  Rom« 
iHio  is  waitii^  to  join  the  lUsistance.  He  feBowed  op  the  eve* 
enating  plan  with  zeal ;  and  the  result  is,  not  one  was  sent  to  the 
hospital,  and  they  all  recovered  rapidly.  As  a  fiirther  proof  (if 
indeed  that  is  necessary)  it  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  notice  what 
has  recently  occurred  at  Malta. 

The  Weazle  sloop  of  war  was  refitting  at  die  dock-yard^ 
where  B9  of  her  ship'sH^ompany  were  attacked  with  fever.  Mr 
Wardlaw,  the  surgeon,  immediately  adopted  the  evaeuating 
plan ;  the  whole  recovered,  and  returned  to  their  duties  within 
the  month.  About  the  same  time,  upwards  of  100  of  the  Po- 
mona's people  were  also  taken  ill;  four  died;  three  of  that 
number  had  been  some  days  ill  before  they  came  under  Mr  Al* 
leu's  care  at  the  hospital,  and  were  not  bled.  The  remaind^ 
recovered  nmidly,  which  Mr  Allen*  entirely  attributes  to  early 
and  Kberal  abstraction  of  bJood,  joined  to  purgatives.  During 
the  winter  of  1810^  the  Eagle  of  74  ^uns  was  careening  at  Ma- 
hon,  and  her  people  being  lodged  m  a  barrack  near>f  a  mile 


*  Since  writing  the  above,  I  am  sorry  to  remark,  thai  djrsentery 
has  attacked  many  of  A«  convaleseents.<^21«<  Oct. 
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from  the  ship,  had  easy  access  to  spirits  and  wine.  The  con^ 
sequence  was,  tbat  a  fever  made  its  appearance  amongst  tbem^ 
which  the  surgeon  considered  of  a  typhoid  nature.  But  I  soon 
undeceived  him ;  and  although  upwards  of  fifty  were  taken  HI, 
not  a  man  died,  or  had  any  visceral  disease  left.  It  would  be 
cosy  for  me  to  multiply  such  instances,  but  sufficient  has  been 
aoid  for  our  purpose. 

From  what  has  been  shown,  it  is  ikir  to  assume,  tbat  if  the 
practice  I  recommend  had  been  adopted  at  Gibraltar,  we  would 
Bave  had  ^^  no  haemorrhages,  no  livid  blotches,  no  black  vomit, " 
but  that  the  disease  would  have  been  conducted  to  a  happier  ter* 
mination.  Every  day's  experience  tends  more  and  more  to  con- 
firm the  truth  of  the  observation,  ^*  that  many  of  our  fevers,  in 
which  the  functions  of  the  sen«orium  are  disturbed,  or  other  ob- 
vious marks  of  congestion  or  disordered  vascular  action  in  the 
enceph'alon  occur^  are  allowed  to  pass  into  a  typhoid  type,  from 
an  omission  to  remove  that  morbid  condition  of  the  head  in  the 
outlet. " 

The  preceding,  it  must  be  acknowledged,  is  but  an  imper- 
fect account  of  the  fever,  as  it  appeared  at  Gibraltar ;  but  as 
I  was  not  myself  present  when  it  happened,  my  means  of 
giving  better  were  necessarily  circumscribed.  what  I  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  is  faithfiiliy  narrated.  In  the  observations 
I  have  made,  in  the  deductions  I  have  drawn,  and  in  the  out- 
lines of  the  plan  of  treatment  I  have  ventured  to  think  would 
have  been  successful,  *  I  trust  I  am  borne  out  by  their  own 
accounts  of  the  disease.  It  would  have  been  easy  to  have  en* 
tered  into  a  more  extended  criticism,  but  this  was  foreign  from 
tny  purpose. 

Note  by  the  Editors. 
We  have  always  regretted,  in  common  with  Dr  Burnett,  and 
all  others  zealously  interested  in  the  progress  of  our  science,  the 
total  silence  of  the  professional,  and  especially  of  the  official  pro- 
fessional men,  to  whose  lot  it  fell  to  witness  the  progress  of  the 
various  instances  of  malignant  fever  which  have  occurred  in  the 
garrison  of  Gibraltar.  On  a  former  occasion,  we  reprinted  some 
documents  which  we  met  with  in  a  common  newspaper  $  and 
on  the  present,  witli  the  view  of  rendering  them  as  complete  as 
we  can,  we  subjoin  to  Dr  Burnett's  observations  another  extract 
from  the  same  source  of  information.  It  is  the  report  made 
by  Mr  Vance,  surgeon  to  the  forces,  upon  his  return  from  Car- 
thflgenaand  AUcant,  whither  he  had  been  sent  by  his  Excellency 


*  Every  day  adds  a  proof  to  what  I  assert  on  this  head# 
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the  Lieutenant-governor,  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  diseabd 
said  to  prevail  in  those  cities. — 

"  His  Majest^*s  Brig  Richmand,  at  Sea,  IH  Septemher  1811. 

*'  Sir, — In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  his  excellency  Lieutenant-ge« 
neral  Campbell,  and  the  instructions  I  received  from  you  to  proceed 
to  the  ports  of  Carthagena  and  Alicant,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing the  nature  of  the  disease  said  to  prevail  in  those  places,  I  havef 
now  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  after  making  the  most  mmute 
investigation  in  the  lazaretto,  city,  and  royal  hospitals  in  Carthagena^ 
I  have  no  hesitation  in  declaring,  that  the  same  disease  exists  there 
at  present  which  prevailed  in  the  years  1804  and  1810,  and  which^ 
with'  some  variations,  I  have  witnessed  so  many  Europeans  fall  vic- 
tims to  in  the  West  Indies. 

**  The  patient  is  generally  attacked  suddenly  with  cold  shiverings, 
pains  in  the  head,  back,  loins,  and  thighs  ;  the  skin  becomes  exces- 
sively hot ;  the  pain  of  ^e  head  increases,  particularly  over  the  orbits 
of  the  eyes ;  the  eyes  themselves  appear  to  the  patient  as  if  forcing 
from  their  sockets,  have  a  particular  red  or  fiery  appearance,  and 
the  whole  face  appears  considerably  flushed ;  a  continual  restlessness 
prevails,  the  patient  Constantly  throwing  himself  from  one  side  of 
the  bed  to  the  other ;  at  this  period  the  pulse  is  very  frequent,  seldom 
under  I  i^O,  and  generally  much  more.  Considerable  irritability  of  the 
stomach  always  prevails  ;  the  vomiting  is  at  first  of  a  bilious  appear-^ 
ance,  and  sometimes  only  the  drink  that  has  been  swallowed ;  but»- 
as  the  disease  advances,  it  assumes  a  darker  colour,  and  lastly  de- 
posits a  grainy  sediment,  resembling  the  grounds  of  coffee^  Fromi 
this  stage  of  the  dbease  no  patient  has  been  observed  to  recover ;  and 
in  those  cases  that  have  terminated  fatally,  or  assumed  the  most  se- 
rious appearances,  siippt'ession  of  urinfe  has  generally  taken  place. 
On  the  first  attack,  the  tongue  has  generally  a  white  appearance,- 
which  gradually  becomes  darker,  with  a  brown  streak  in  the  centre  ; 
and  towards  the  close  of  the  disease^  it  becomes  quite  black,  furred 
and  dry.  When  the  disease  has  advanced  rapidly,  the  patiei^t  often 
becomes  delirious  on  the  second  day,  and  dies  either  furious  or  co^ 
matose  on  the  third,  and  sometimes  the  fifth  ;  but,  when  the  cri- 
sis has  taken  place  on  the  seventh  day,  the  black  vomiting  has  been 
always  most  frequent.  In  some  who  have  died  comatose  on  the 
fifth  day,  considerable  quantities  of  pure  blood  have  been  vomited 
up.  Sometimes  the  patient,  after  walking  about  and  declaring  him- 
self well  J  has  died  perhaps  in  a  few  minutes. 

•*  About  the  third  day,  the  eye  loses  its  red  appearance,  and  be- 
comes tinged  with  yellow,  atfter  which  it  gradually  extends  to  thsf 
'  face,  neck,  breast,  *&e.  and  before  death  generally  assumes  a  lead 
or  putrid-like  appearance.  The  pulse,  previous  to  this,  has  sunk 
consideralriy,  and  seldom  strikes  oftener  than  50  or  60  times  in  a 
minute.  Haemorrhages  from  the  nose,  mouth,  ears  and  boweisjp 
have  frequently  happened  ;  and  vibices  have  sometimes  made  iX^tw 
Sppearance,  as  well  as  deafness,  and  glandular  s\vt'lling$^ 
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to  death,  diarrhoea  o&ea  Umcb  place,  and  what  is  voided  has  #lwaja 
a  bkck,  putrid  appearan^ce,  fxia  excessivelj  foetid  snii^  .AIL  these 
aympionw  lu^re  not  i^adf  Ibetr  appearadfce  id  the  same  patients ; 
but  I  have  cfMS^nred  the  wbqfe  in  the  numerout  cases  whicfo  pr^sfeol* 
ed  themselves  id  the  lazaretto^  and  other  hospitals  in  CaruMi^eva- 
The  disease  has  not  been^ponfiofed  to  any  pasticular  part  of  the  towD, 
nor  is  any  persep»  nk&atpi  from  it  who  has  not  had  it  in  the  jeani 
18(H  and  1810. 

*'  t  must  heg  leave  to  observe  to  yon,  that  the  oun^ber  qf  deatlia 
tjiat  fiiKve  lahe»  plmce  (a  dWy  of  whiph  I  enclose^  has  not  been  ex- 
dusively  oecasfoDed  by  the  yeHow-fever.  The  bSioos  reinitteoi  pie». 
vails  here  aha;  and  m  the  royal  hospital  I  observed  raaoy  of  the  sol- 
diers labouring  qnder  what  we  caM  the  gaol-fever,  wbidi  thev  must 
have  brought  with  them  from  the  army ;  where,  I  understand,  thiey 
have  undergone  much  fiitigae,  and  skittered  great  privations  both  la 
food  and  clothes. 

**  The  nnmber  of  deaths  minr  appear  triffiog  for  a  town^  the  popu- 
hition  of  which  m  generally  cafcirbited  at  35,000  souls,,  (the  estimate, 
hi  1806);  bnt  when  we  consider  that  the  fever  last  year  reduced 
Urn  number  considerably,  and  that  ever^  person  who  faiad  tke  means 
of  escape  has  left  it  this  year,  leaving  litde  more  than  a  populaiioQ 
of  9000  m  the  city,  most  of  wham  had  the  disease  upon  tbnner  oc- 
^asiotts,  yon  wiU  be  able  to  fom^  a  more  jiist  idea  of  the  mortality* 
The  physicians  canaet  account  for  the  disease  making  its  af^iear* 
ence  this  year  al  Carthagena;  but  I  have  good  reason  to  suppoae  it 
mi^t  have  remained  doraunt  durmg  the  winter,  till  rou«Ml  into 
action  again  by  the  siwnmer's  beAt ;  and  I  am  more  disposed  to  &• 
^our  this  opinion,  from  the  circjanist^ce  of  their  usiog  little  pre* 
caution  last  year — neither  destroying  the  bedding,  clothies  or  other 
furoiture  liable  to  preserve  contagion,  of  any  of  the  people  who 
died  €€  the  disease,  as  they  had  done  in  the  year  1804 ;  and  I  am 
sorry  to  observe  that  they  have  gained  littie  by  experience,  as  they 
pursue  the  same  system  to  the  present  moment.  The  wmds  for 
several  months  have  blown  from  the  Levant,  and  the  thermooietcr 
hss  generkdly  ranged  from  SS  to  84  and  8^  degrees,  on  Fahrenheit's 
scale. 

*'  la  Alicant  there  is  not  the  sKghtest  degree  of  contagion  exislJng 
at  present,  nor  does  it  appear  to  have  been  so  free  from  disease  of 
any  kind  at  anv  period  for  a  aeries  of  yeiurs  back,  la  tlie  town  of 
Elche,  ahout  four  leagues  dintant,  the  yeUow-fever  b  said  to  have 
made  its  appesrancOf  in  consaqnenee  of  a  soldier  from  Carthagena, 
with  five  or  six  people  who  assisted  him  in  Ins  illness,  having  die<L 
after  a  few  days  sickness.  But  the  commnnication  with  that  part 
of  the  town  they  ref  ided  in  having  been  cut  off,  sickness  and  inortal»- 
ty  are  said  to  liave  ceased  ;  and  as  a  cordon  was  placed  between  the 
two  towns,  and  a  most  rigid'  quio'f ntine  established,  had  I  availed 
myself  of  ocular  iaformations  L  should  not  have  been  admittifd  i»» 


Iit2,  Mr  VwiXQtUOlmvaMcmoitiieMleikircd  iOl 

to  Alicant  agun.  In  Marcia,  ibe  cafHtal  of  the  prorbcei  and  dis* 
tant  about  thirteen  leagues  from  Alioant,  the  dtieaie  has  made  its  ap« 
fearance  with  much  more  lerioos  t^ts.  It  is  also  said  to  have  been 
carried  there  br  soioe  refugees  from  Cartfaagena  |  and  the  junta  o^ 
Alicant  have  placed  it  in  a  state  of  quarantinei  in  the  same  manner 
as  that  of  Elche.  However,  as  the  cordon  is  placed  so  far  from  th# 
city,  and  little  attention  paid  to  persons  coming  from  the  eastward^ 
together  with  the  number  of  people  rushing  there  from  die  Various 
places  near  Carthagena,  where  the  French  have  made  their  appear^^ 
ance,  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  that  place  wUl  not  lone  be  abla 
ao  escape*-— I  fed  myself  much  indebted'  to  Major-genenu  Roches 
and  the  British  Consul  at  Alicant,  for  die  assistance  dieyaSbrded 
me  m  every  thing  relating  to  the  object  of  my  mission.  The  junta 
were  equally  disposed  to  render  me  every  assistance.>->^In  Carthagena 
I  also  experienced  every  attention  fii>m  the  goVemor^general,  con^ 
sidy  and  physicians  constituting  die  board  of  health,  that  the  service 
I  was  employed  upon  could  possibly  requhv.    I  have  the  honour,  ftca 

(Signed)        R.  Y.  Vaucs, 
**  William  PyH,  Esq»  Surgeon  to  the  forces*  ^^ 

^  Depute  inspector  of  hospitals,  ** 

Deaths  from  29di  July  to  29th  August  indutiire,  IStl. 
July    89      12  Aug«  6      4  Aug.  14      24  Aug.  22      28 
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Seport  of  the  Treatment  ddopiedjbr  the  Cure  tf  Contagious  Pever 
among  the  Seamen  belonging  to  his  Maje^^s  Naxn/f  that  'were 
sent  ashore  to  the  Royal  Hospital' at  Pfymouih^  and  commwucaU 
ed  to  the  Honourable  Commissioners  of  his  Mi^est^s  Tranqxni. 
,  Board.    By  J.  WilsoNi  M.  D.  Pbysidao  to  the  HospitaL 

^^EKTLEMEy, — A  number  of  sick  having,  eativ  in  the  laaC 
^^  month,  been  sent  to  this  hospital  from  his  Majesty's  ship 
Diadem,  labouring  under  contagious  feveri  I  have  taken  the  ]' 

cc2 
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borty  of  stating  to  the  Board  the  nature  and  'symptoms  thereof, 
together  with  the  mode  of  treatment  adopted  by  roe  on  the  oc- 
casion. The  disease  appeared  to  be  of  the  same  type  as  that 
iK^hich  prevailed  on  board  of  the  Romulus,  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary 1811.  On  their  admission,  I  found  them  complaining  of 
severe  pain  all  over  them,  (as  they  expressed  it),  but  particular- 
ly affecting  the  head,  breast,  and  loins,  and  a  considerabfe  degree 
of  lassitude;  puFse  rather  full,  but  not  exceeding  100  in  a  mi- 
nute; skin  hot  and  dry,  tongue  foul,  thirst  great,  and  bowels  in 
general  costive;  as  the  disease  advanced,  redness  of  the  eyes, 
strong  pulsation  of  the  carotids,  prostration  of  strength,  stupor, 
delirium  ;  involuntary  discharge  of  feces  and  urine  supervened, 
and,  in  one  case,  singultus  with  subsultus  tendinum.  These  were 
the  symptoms  as  they  occurred  in  the  progressive  state  of  the 
disease*  The  treatment  was  strictly  antiphlogistic;  the  lancet 
was  early  and  liberally  used ;  bowels  repeatedly  and  fredy  eva« 
cuated;  saline  medicines,  con>bined  with  antimonials,  were  given 
^ith  small  doses  of  submuriat  of  mereury,  and  antinmntal  pow- 
der at  night;  the  pediluvium  was  also  of  considerable  service. 
The  head  shaved,  blisters  applied,  and  when  the  use  of  the  lan- 
cet could  not  with  propriety  be  admitted,  repeated  capping  on 
the  temples  afforded  the  most  marked  and  singular  relief. 

This  mode  of  treatment  was  continued  until  the  violence  of 
the  disease  was  subdued ;  and  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  say- 
ing, that  of  fifty  patients  admitted  into  this  hospital,  undev  my 
care,  from  the  Diadem,  for  the  edre  of  the  above  disorder,  one 
only  died  ;  nor  did  I  find  it  necessary  to  prescribe  either  bark  or 
wine  to  perfect  their  recovery, — a  pint  of  porter  was  the  only 
addition  made  to  their  ordinary  diet.  And  here  allow  me  lo 
add,  that  I  feel  myself  much  indebted  to  Mr  Campbell,  the  hos- 
pital-mate, who  for  some  time  has  been  my  assistant,  for  his 
Unremitted  and  particular  attention  on  this,  as  well  as  on  evepy 
other  occasion. 

Royal  Naval  Hosj^ital,  Pli/nUndk,  Feb.  25^  1812. 
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IV. 

On  Nervous  Affections^  and  on  the  Treatment  (^  Chorea  Sancti 
Vitu    By  David  Uwins,  M.  D,  Aylesbury,  Bucks. 

f\F  those  affections  which  are,  in  a  somewhat  vague  and  sweep^^ 
^^  ing  manner,  termed  nervous,  there  has  been,  within  the 
last  five  years,  an  evident  increase.  This  is  the  more  to  be  la-p 
mented,  as  the  pathology  and  practice  in  these  diseases  is  more 
obscure  than  in  almost  ail  others.  In  most  other  complaints,  we 
are  comparatively  familiar  with  the  geography  of  the  ground,  if 
i  may  so  say,  upon  which  we  are  trnveUing  $  and  if  we  come  to 
the  practice  of  medicine,  well  furnished  with  anatomical  know* 
ledge  and  physiological  principles,  we  are  less  likely  to  wish  left 
undone'  what  we  have  done,  and  that  we  had  done  what  has  not 
been  done.  But  this  obscurity  and  perplexity  in  se  have  been  in-* 
creased  by  a  disposition  to  philosophize  at  the  expense  of  facts* 
If  **  debilitas  gignit  spasmum  "  is  a  medical  mnxim,  requiring, 
in  its  appUcation  to  practice,  much  modification,  greatly  more  so 
is  that  axiom  which,  if  it  have  never  been  given  in  words,  has 
been  pertinaciously  and  obstinately  acted  upon  in  practice,  de^ 
bilitas  gignit  omnesfere  nervorum  morbos* 

The  generalizing  principles  of  the  disorders  in  question,  inf> 
troduced  by  the  systems  of  solidism,  and  confirmed  in  the  school 
of  excitement,  are  now,  however,  in  a  great  measure  falling  frp 
way  before  the  weight  of  observation  and  fact;  and  this  country 
would  have  been  saved  many  a  pound  of  Peruvian  bark — ^the  in-? 
habitants  of  it  would  have  been  excused  from  swallowing  many 
a  bitter  potion — if  we  had  come  earlier  to  attend  to  what  our 
continental  neighbours  call  the  gastric  states  in  connexion  with 
diseases  of  the  nervous  class.  But,  as  if  to  make  up  the  time 
lost  on  this  score,  are  we  not  now  running  somewhat  into  the 
opposite  extreme  ?  Where  we  purged  too  Tittle,  do  we  not  now 
purge  too  much  ?  And  from  dreading  the  sight  of  one  drop  of 
nlood,  as  if  we  feared,  in  the  language  of  the  poets,  that  the 
soul  would  come  rushing  through  the  wound  that  had  been  made, 
are  we  not  now,  some  of  us,  in  danger  of  plunging  into  thfllTery 
depths  of  Sangradoism ;  and  of  imagining,  tl:iat,  while  a  poor 
fellow  has  one  drop  of  blood  remaining  in  his  body,  some  dregs 
of  his  disease  must  necessarily  remain  with  it. 

But  I  did  not  intend  this  paper  to  be  a  paper  of  theory,  but 
3,  recital  of  cases ;  and  I  shall  proceed;  in  a  very  brief  manner^ 


to  an  accoiiiit  of  tbete  cases ;  whicbt  as  having,  at  least  some  of 
them,  somewhat  of  peculiarity  in  their  features,  I  haye  judged 
¥rorthy  to  be  recorded. 

It  is  proper  to  premise  that,  in  consequence  of  perudng  aeve* 
ral  accounU,  in  this  Journal  in  particular,  of  extraordinary  cores 
performed  by  the  purgative  treatment,  as  recommended  by  I>r 
Hamilton,  of  Chorea  saneti  Vitif  I  determined  to  make  ^  dear 
and  unprejudiced  trial  of  the  plan,  on  the  first  opportunities  that 
abould  DC  offered  me. 

The  first  case,  then,  that  came  under  my  care,  was  that  of  a 
youth  about  seventeen,  the  son  of  a  painter  in  this  town,  who, 
widi  that  drawing  of  one  leg  after  hira  in  walking,  eo  character* 
istic  of  this  comj^aint,  complained  likewise  of  verdginoua  aeasa* 
lions  and  pains  in  his  head,  and  had  a  remarkably  wide  pupil  of 
the  eye.  This  youth  had  been  put>  by  the  medical  geatleman  who 
Mtended  him,  upon  a  course  of  tonics,  and  ordered  to  drink 
wine  {  and  I  was  strudc  with  the  earnestness  wiih  which  hu  &• 
ther  answered  me,  **  ^es,  always, ''  to  my  (juestion*  <*  Wbe* 
ther  does  he  not  appear  worse  wer  taking  wine  ?  "  Here  then 
was  fiiir  ground  for  laying  aside  the  tonic,  and  commencing  the 
purffative  plan,  which  I  did  in  the  manner  that  is  unnecessary 
to  detail  i  and  thoueh  I  did  not  turn  him  out  of  my  hands  cared^ 
iie  left  me  most  evmently  improved  in  health  and  sinngik*  I 
liave  been  latd^  inouiring  of  his  mother  .about  him,  (for  he  has 
left  the  place  himself)  i  imd  she  tells  me,  that  he  is  much  bet« 
Ceri;  and,  with  the  same  positiveness  that  the  £ither  declared  him 
to  be  invariably  worse  after  wine,  does  the  mother  dedare  that 
he  was  always  stronger  and  bettier  after  taking  his  purges,  thon^ 
the  never  could  discover  anjf  thing  partiadar  or  uakealUuf  im  Sle 
pppearance  of  the  evacuations. 

The  next  case  of  this  complaint  that  came  under  my  care^ 
was  one  which  e:(cited,  on  all  accounts,  a  very  particular  inte- 
rest  in  my  mind.  It  was  that  of  an  aminble  young  lady,  who 
has  been  for  several  years  subject  to  the  regular  returns  of  a  pe- 
riodical lumbar  abscess,  which  originated,  when  she  was  very 
young,  in  a  disease  of  the  spine ;  and  which,  by  the  great  pain 
lind  discharge  it  has  occasioned,  has  at  different  times  reduced 
her  to  an  almost  lifdess  state.  This  youn^  ]9dy,  while  looking 
out  of  an  opened  sash-window,  which  was  m  bad  repair,  had  the 
sash  lall  suddeuly  down  upon  the  baclc-part  of  her  head  about 
the  neA.  The  accident  produced  no  immediate  iucouTenience 
beyond  a  stunning  sensation,  which  did  not  last  a  long  time* 
The  family  was  about  a  week's  time  from  this  to  set  off  to  the 

sea*coast|  but,  before  their  departure.  Miss had  St  Vt- 

tU8>  d#npe  upon  her,  fully  marked.    She  could  not  sit  without 
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moftioii  for  any  htgib  of  time,  and  bad  generally  c^minllsifie  and 
tnvoliintary  actions  in  her  arms  and  fegs.  The  origin  of  the 
disorder  I  thought  fairly  referable  to  the  accident  a&>ve  meiw 
tioned ;  butt  ^  ^«  was  just  upon  the  point  of  having  the  ad* 
▼aotages  of  residence  upon  the^eaKXiast^  it  was  thoupit  expe* 
dient  to  make  trial  of  them*  In  about  a  mondi's  time,  howeveff 
she  returned  to  Aylesbury  with  the  disease  sttH  upon  beri  which 
indeed  was,  now  ihit  I  was  applied  to  by  her  mother,  very  couf^ 
aideraUy  increased,  i  must  confess  that  I  commenoed  the  eva- 
cuating plan  widi  this  young  lady»  with  expectations  mu<& 
more  sai^p;vine  of  success  than  the  event  justified  me  in  enters 
taining.    Mrs  ■     ■ ,  who  is  a  lady  of  uncommon  ioteUi* 

genoe  and  judmentt  lo^ed  with  a  laiger  share  of  maternal  af- 
fection than  mils  to  ttie  lot  of  even  Englisbwomen  in  gmeral, 
was  made  acquainlfd  with  tfie  plan  I  lalended  lo  pursue  widi 
her  daughter  I  and  I  perseverea  without  any  intermission  for 
more  than  three  wedts,  when  I  found,  to  my  great  grief,  th« 
involuntary  motions  rather  to  hmve  increased  than  abated,  ami 
the  disorder  altogether  assuming  a  more  confirmed  and  obsti« 
nate  character.  Mv  patient  was  about  this  time  just  at  die  age 
of  puberty,  and  i  deemed  it  a  fair  presumption,  that  both  the 
present  and  her  original  complaint*  might  be  oriticalfy,  as  it 
were,  terminated  by  the  establishment  of  a  r^guJar  menstrual  dis- 
charge. With  diis  view,  I  ordered  her  someenmena^iigue  me* 
dicines,  stiM  continuing  the  cathartics  occa^onally,  though  not 
so  fre(]uendy  as  before.  These,  howevA,  not  answering  the 
intention  so  fiiHy  as  was  wished,  and  the  malady  still  gaming 
ground,  I  came  to  the  determinatimi  of  abandoning  aluigelher 
her  present  mode  of  treatment,  and  gave  her  the  argetUi  nitra$ 
in  doses  at  first  of  a  sixth  part  of  a  grain  three  times  a-day, 
which  was  gradually  increased  to  nearly  fite  grains  in  the  course 
of  the  day.  The  least  disposed  to  scepticism  amongst  us  knowg 
that  seojuence  is  not  always  const ftencCf  and  tliat  medical  evi- 
dence IS  only  of  a  presumptive  nature;  but  certain  it  is,  that 
my  young  patient  began  evidently  to  amend  almost  immediately 
from  the  commencement  of  this  hut  mode  of  treatment,  and 
she  is  now  quite  free  from  the  discmter.  Her  mensiruation  like- 
wiiie  promities  regularity,  and  she  has  passed  the  usual  time  of 
the  returns  of  the  complaint  above-mentioned.  It  ought  tn  have 
bean  stated,  that  nearly  the  whole  of  the  time  that  she  took  the 
nitrate  of  silver,  clie  drank  every  morning  'Some  valerian  tea. 

Here  then  was  a  case  which  did  not  speak  any  thing  in  favour 
of  the  purgative  treatment.  I  ought  to  have  said  that  the  bow- 
els were  not  constipated,  nor  was  there  any  thing  of  disordered 
appearance  in  the  alvine  discharges  j  but  neivber  was  this  Ui# 
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case  in  the  first  mentioned  instance,  in  which  purgatives 
evidently  advantageous. 
-  During  the  time  in  vhich  Miss was  under  my  treat- 
ment, I  was  desired  to  vi&it  a  young  female,  (the  daughter  of  a 
Mr  Jackson  of  this  town),  who  was  in  her  thirteenth  year,  and 
had  chorea^  if  I  may  so  say,  in  more  of  an  epileptic  form :  Her 
countenance  indicated  a  considerable  degree  of  irritability ;  the 
pupil  of  the  eye  was  much  dilated ;  her  head  was  at  times  in 
pain,  and  the  whole  body  was  agitated  to  such  a  d^ree,  that, 
in  whatever  posture  she  might  be,  it  was  always  necessary  fiv 
ttt  least  one  person  to  hold  and  restrain  her.  In  this  sul^t, 
the  complaint  in  question  had  followed  quick  upon  an  erup- 
tive fever.  I  b^an  the  plan  of  treatment  by  calomel  and  pur- 
ges, as  in  the  former  instances,  and  they  brought  away  a  very 
-considerable  discharge  of  such  kind  of  ^eces  as  we  are  accus- 
tomed to  see  attendant  upon  worms ;  and  beside  mucoiis  dis- 
coloured stools,  the  two  or  three  first  doses  of  calomel,  &c.  oc- 
casioned the  discharge  of  considerable  scybaiie.  Now,  then,  I 
had  every  reason  to  hope  that  our  plan  would  be  crowned  with 
speedy  and  decided  success ;  but,  although  the  patient  was  aer* 
lainly  not  worse  than  at  first,  she  most  evidently  was  not  better 
for  some  weeks,  nor  till  after  the  commencement  of  a  powder, 
administered  two  or  three  times  a-day,  composed  of  the  follow- 
ing ingredients : 

9»  Pulv.  Digitalis  gr.  iij. 
Ammoniareti  Cupri  gr.  iv. 
Pulv.  Myrrhae  5i.  ft.  Pulvi<«. 
Under  this  plan  she  gradually  amended,  and  her  care  was 
complete  in  about  two  months  from  the  commencement  of  the 
pomplaint 

Some  time  afler  this,  Mr  Jackson  again  called  on  me,  with  a 
request  to  visit  another  daughter  in  her  sixteenth  year.  I  found 
this  girl  Ijring  in  a  kind  of  trance  $  and  although  she  was  roused 
up  to  answer  me  some  questions,  she  suddenly  relapsed,  and 
tittered,  for  perhaps  ten  minutes  in  succession,  connected  sen* 
tences  of  a  rnapsodic  religious  nature,  in  the  manner  and  with 
the  tone  which  are  usual  with  the  Society  of  Friends,  to  which 
this  female  belonged.  This  state  continued  about  eight-and- forty 
hours,  with  intermissions ;  and  on  the  second  morning  of  my  vi- 
sits I  found  her  I^ing  in  bed,  under  the  full  influence  of  chorea, 
with  much  and  violent  involuntary  motion. 

It  was  a  remarkable  and  melancholy  coincidence,  that  now 
the  eldest  danehter  of  Mr  Jackson,  (a  fine  girl  of  eighteen^, 
Vhom  I  had  attended  some  months  previously  in  rheun:atic  fe- 
Yer,  was  attacked  with  St  Vitus's  dance,  widbout  however  the 
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prdiminary  state  just  mentioned  of  the  second  s  and  tilts  coin* 
cidence  was  still  more  particular,  as  it  did  not  appear  to  be  the 
ooDsequence  of  imitation,  the  females  living  in  difTerent  houses 
at  the  time.  The  same  medical  gentleman  was  called  in  to 
this  (the  eldest  daughter),  who  had  attended  with  me  in  the 
first  case,  and  he  ordered  the  same  plan 'to  be  adopted,  (with 
an  increase  of  dose  proportioned  to  her  years.)  For  the  second^ 
who  was  lying  in  the  condition  above  described,  and  who  had^ 
I  think,  previously  a  blister  applied  to  her  back,  I  ordered  a 
.brisk  purgative  to  be  followed  by  ten  drops  every  ^  hours  of 
the  tincture  of  foxgbve,  prepared  according  to  tne  pharmaco- 
pccia  of  the  London  College.  These  medicines  were  taken  before 
the  occurrence  of  the  involuntary  motions,  which,  when  they 
did  occur,  were,  as  before-mentioned,  exceedingly  violent ;  so 
that  I  had  now  two  patients  (sisters)  in  pretty  nearly  the  same 
state.  With  the  one,  the  ddcst,  it  was  judged  advisable  to  go 
on  with  the  powders  she  had  been  taking,  particularly  as  die 
parents  had  a  predilection  for  them,  in  consequence  of  the  bene- 
fit that  had  attended  their  administration  in  ine  youngest  daugh- 
ter, now  recovered  ;  and  for  the  other,  I  now  ordered  ob  much 
as  thirty  drops  of  the  tincture  of  digitalis  every  six  hours.  Toge- 
ther with  this  treatment,  electricity  was  administered  with  some 
power  $  and  the  beneficial  consequences  of  this  plan  of  treat- 
ment were  very  shortly  seen  in  the  almost  total  cessation  of  die 
involuntary  motions.  Ail  the  disorder  that  now  remained  was 
an  extreme  degree  of  sickness  at  the  stomach,  and  an  entire  inr 
ability  to  stand  on  her  legs  without  support.  The  foxglove  was 
now  discontinued ;  and,  having  premised  a  purgative,  we  be- 
gan with  this  padent  bark  and  steel,  under  the  use  of  which  she 
gradually  recovered  the  powers  of  standing  and  walking. 

The  melancholy  task  now  remains  to  me  of  resuming  the 
other  case,  (that  of  the  eldest  daughter),  and  following  it  to  its 
fatal  termination.  With  her,  I  have  already  said,  foxglove  in 
smaller  doses  was  given,  joined  with  the  ammoniaret  oi  copper 
and  myrrh;  and  it  was  my  intention  of  giving  a  fair  comparative 
trial  to  galvanism,  by  commencing  its  use  at  the  same  time  w  ith 
electricity  in  the  other.  This  intention  was,  however,  frustrated  ; 
and  from  not  being  able  to  procure  the  galvanic  apparatus  com* 
plete,  as  well  as  from  the  difficulty  of  applying  it  properly,  die 
galvanism  had  not  certainly  a  &ir  trial  Under  die  use  of  the 
above  medicines,  and  the  galvanism,  in  the  way  it  was  employed^ 
my  patient  evidently  got  worse ;  and  the  convulsive  motioiis,  de-i 
fective  articulation,  and  generally  disordered  state,  became  mucU 
more  violent  and  distressing  than  in  any  instance  1  ever  before 
witnessed,  either  in  public  or  private  practice.    We  pQw  h^J  icn 
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wane  to  t^  htge  doaet  of  tfie  fe«gteye»  a>  in  diefenn«r  case; 
littt  it  produced  .BOoh  an  extreme  of  aickneae  and  disorder,  aa  to 
fvevent  the  poasibiiity  of  iu  bmng  oominual.  Opium  hkemm 
llhrayft  ^ipearod  to  derange  the  iiystem  oonaiderahly^  although 
the  boweia  at  the  time  of  its  administradoo  were  loose,  Stom  the 

Sftoytnentof  porgatiTea;  and  these  fawt,  it  should  have  beeo 
,  were  given  with  more  or  less  freedom  and  irequen^  daring 
the  whole  course  of  the  eompkunt. 

Naturoi  in  this  poor  girl,  afterstruggKngibra  month  with  the 
disorder,  in  the  violent  degree  I  have  above  described^  at  kngtk 
jidded,  and  she  bst  her  severe  sufierings  in  the  araa  of  dea& 


The  collation  and  comparison  of  the  above  easea,  leave,  I  con* 
fessi  my  mind  in  embarrassing  uncertainty.  What  was  the  proxi- 
mate  cause,  in  either  of  the  instances  detailed,  of  die  complaint? 
What  was  the  immediate  cause  of  death  in  the  kst  ?    I  abooU 
have  been  less  surprised,  had  the  disorder  of  the  youMest  gvli 
which  stands  first  m  the  narration,  ended  fatally,  both  because  it 
was  an  immediate  sequel  upon  fever,  and  because,  when  I  was 
first  called  in,  there  were  symptoms  strongly  indicative  of  cfiu* 
aions  into  the  ventricles  of  tne  brain,  or,  at  least,  of  some  mon 
mischief  in  the  head  than  merely  disordered  action.    Should  we 
have  found,  upon  dissection,  serous  effusions  in  the  brain  of  Miss 
Jackson  f  Whence  did  such  effusions  originate  i  Strabismus  was 
certainly  in  the  last  stages  most  marked  and  evident;  indeed, 
the  countenance  altogetner  was  similar  to  that  which  is  shown 
in  the  condoding  scenes  cf  hydrocephalus  intemns,  when  that 
disease  terminates  in  death ; — and  when  does  it  not  ?  But,  fiirther, 
was  this  state  of  the  brain,  supposing  its  existence,  {Mrimaory  or 
aeeondary  ?  There  was  certainly,  frimajacie^  less  reason  to'sus- 
|>ect  it  in  this,  than  in  the  instances  of  the  two  other  sisters,  whose 
eomplaints,  as  I  have  said,  both  begun  by  signs  menacing  some 
serious  mischief  in  the  head.    Would  any  other  plan  of  cure  have 
been  likely  to  have  proved  a  cure  i     Perhaps  to  some  of  these 
i)uestions  on  this  interesting  case  I  may  be  favoured  with  m^ 
awers.   It  certainly  behoves  medical  men  to  turn  their  minds,  in 
the  present  day,  in  a  mora  particular  degree  to  those  maladies,  of 
tvhich  (of  some  of  them  at  least)  we  now  know  venr  little  more 
than  that  they  are  connected  in  aome  manner  or  other  with  the 
nervous  system  more  espedaUy.     I  am  dispoeed  to  suspect^  that 
those  among  us  who  almost  confine  their  attention  to  the  aUmen* 
jtary  and  intestinal  canal,  as  well  in  formiog  their  rational  as 
their  medical  management  of  the  diseases  in  question,  sometimes 
^xa|t  inere  ^feots  into  causes.    It  is  my  intention  to  t^eat  moif 
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atlargey  in  a  8epafste|NnBphlet»  the  subject  of  Tisceralndiotcs* 
tinal,  M  conneOed  with  nerrous  complaints ;  but  I  shall  bee 
leave  to  suggest  here,  whedier  deranged  secretions  and  viscerd 
ebstmctions  inay  not*  much  oftener  &an  is  imagined,  be  mere 
effects,  or  simultaneous  expressions  of  maladies,  that  are  looked 
upon  as  depoident  upon,  rather  than  the  oooasion  of  such  a 
state  of  the  abdominal  organs  i\  This  question,  were  it  m^elv 
theoretical,  would  not  be  worth  much  i  but  it  is,  in  my  mino^ 
verv  intimately  associated  with  practical  inferences. 

It  was  my  mtention,  in  the  present  paper,  to  have  transmit- 
ted  a  curious  case  of  the  discnarse  from  the  stomach  of  a  wo« 
man  of  a  large  concretion  ;  but  1  have  trespassed  so  mudi  up- 
on th^  pages  of  the  Journal,  and  my  own  time,  that  I  must  de- 
fer this  relation  to  a  future  opportunity*  * 

Aylesbury^  Buchf  June  li,  1812: 


V. 

On  tJit  Cure  of  Tetanus  by  Opium  and  the  Warm  Baih.  By 
Thomas  Christie,  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  CoUege  of  Physici- 
ans, London. 

XTavino  lately  had  an  account  from  Ceylon,  of  a  case  of  Tela- 
^^  nus  frpm  wound,  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchley» 
surgeon  of  the  Koyai  Artillery  at  Cohimbo,  by  means  of  large 
doses  of  opium,  and  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  I  have 
been  induced  to  refer  to  some  notes  of  my  own  on  this  subject ; 
and  as  the  practice  in  tetanus  seems  stiU  unsettled  amongst  Eofl- 
lish  surgeons,  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  their  publication,  in 
your  widely-circulating  Journal,  may  be  of  use,  by  recalling  the 
attention  of  practitioners  to  the  old,  and,  in  my  opinion,  effici- 
ent remedies,  in  this  formidable  disease,  of  opium  and  the  waroi 
bath,  in  preference  to  trusting  to  purgatives  and  cold  affusion, 
which  I  am  led  by  experience  to  consider  as  more  doubtful  re- 
medies, though  they  have  of  late  been  recommended  by  very 
high  authority. 

The  subjoined  notes  were  written  in  Cevlon  in  1009,  soon 
after  an  unusual  number  of  cases  of  tetanus  had  fiijlen  under  my 

•  It  thnost  escaped  me  to  ask.  Whether,  in  the  opinion  of  any 
readers  or  correspondents  of  the  Journal,  the  nitrate  of  silver  is  de- 
composed by  the  saliva  and  gastric  juice,  or  wbethi^r  it  ^CU  upo^ 
the  system  «'  nitr^e  of  silyer^ 
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inspection/  and  have  a  reference  to  the  chapter  on  that  disease 
in  my  friend  Dr  M*Grigor's  able  work,  on  the  Diseases  of  the 
Indian  Army  in  Egypt,  which  I  was  then  perusing,  and  in  whic:h 
the  use  of  mercury,  and  baths  composed  of  warm  broth,  are  re* 

commended. 

CheUefUiam^  ISt/i  June^  1809. 

Notes  on  Tetanus^  "written  at  Cobimbo  in  January  1S09. 

I  have  never  seen  the  broth  or  slush  bath  used  in  tetanus;  but 
have  employed  very  freely  the  warm  bath,  cold  affusioHi  mer- 
cury, and  opium. 

In  the  prognosis  of  this  disease,  an  important  distinction  is  to 
be  drawn  between  symptomatic  and  idiopathic  tetanus  ;  I  mean 
with  or  without  an  wound.  In  the  latter,  which  in  India  is  sap* 
posed  to  be  sometimes  occasioned  by  exposure  to  the  land-wind 
in  the  night,  I  think  I  have  saved  half  my  patients  by  the  warm 
bath,  mercury,  and  opium :  but  in  symptomatic  tetanus  from 
wounds,  although  I  have  most  assiduously  employed  the  same 
ren)cdies,  and  also  cold  affusion,  I  have  never  known  of  a  reco- 
very in  this  island,  except  in  one  case,  in  which  the  warm  bath 
y.as  frequently  used,  and  .very  large  quantities  of  laudanum  gi- 
ven, to  which  lafct  remedy  the  patient  I  think  evidently,  owed 
his  life.  The  case,  which  was  immediately  under  the  charge  of 
Mr  Lcatli,  *  assistant-surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  i9th  regiment,  is 
very  ably  and  accurately  detailed  in  the  journals  of  the  regimen- 
tal hospital  of  that  corps ;  but  as  it  is  necessarily  drawn  out  to 
considerable  length  by  daily  reports,  the  following  outline  of  the 
case  may  be  sufficient. 

Manu&  M'Gowan,  (private  in  the  19th  regiment  of  foot),  a 
stout  plethoric  man,  aged  22,  of  a  fair  complexion,  was  received 
into  hospital  at  Columbo  on  the  evening  of  the  28th  May  1808, 
with  a  wound  from  a  musket-shot  through  the  elbow-joint,  which 
he  had  inflicted  on  himself  in  a  fit  of  drunkenness  and  jealous}*. 
The  bones  appeared  to  be  shattered,  and  the  wound  was  such  as 
would  have  justified  immediate  amputation ;  but  the  pattenthaving 
a  convulsive  affection  of  the  lower  jaw  and  back,  it  was  feared  he 

♦  Mr  Leath,  who  is  now  surgeon  of  his  Majesty's  4th  Ceylon  re* 
gimcnt,  and  lately  arrived  in  England  on  furlough,  also  saw  the  case 
lif  the  artillery. man  treated  successfully  by  Mr  Scratchley,  and  re- 
ferred to  above,  which  he  represents  as  almost  the  counterpart  of 
M'Gowan's  case,  as  to  symptoms,  duration,  and  treatment;  with 
this  diil'crence,  that  the  wound  in  the  artillery-man  was  only  a  slight 
contused  wound  on  the  forehead  and  nose. 

hthJane,  ISlii. 
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might  h^ve  died  during  the  operation,  which  was  therefore  de- 
ferred, and  an  opiate  given. 

.  Next  morning  he  wjis  so  perfectly  free  from  spasm,  pain,  or 
fever,  that  it  was  hoped  the  arm  might  have  been  saved,  and  hig 
wound  went  on  weU  till  the  evening  of  the  13th  June,  whfn  he 
was  seized  with  symptoms  of  tetanus,  in  consequence  of  which 
laudanum  was  given  with  some  relief,  and  amputation  proposed, 
which  he  declined. 

.  On  the  morning  of  the  Hth,  when  I  first  saw  him  after  the 
accession  of  the  tetanic  symptoms,  the  stiffness  of  the  jaw  increase 
ing^  full  doses  of  laudanum  were  ordered,  and  at  9  A.  M.  fourteen 
ounces  of  blood  were  taken  from  the  arm,  but  without  much  re- 
lief. At  11  A.  M«  the  symptoms  increasing,  and  the  wounded 
arm  occasioning  very  great  pain,  it  was  removed  at  his  own  re- 
quest; immediately  after  which,  his  pulse  sunk  from  140  to  120, 
and  he  expressed  himself  as  having  derived  great  ease  in  conse- 
quence of  the  operation. 

TTie  tetanic  symptoms  however  continued  unabated,  or  rather 
they  increased,  as,  besides  stiffness  of  the  jaw,  and  starting,  at- 
tencled  with  rigidity  of  the  muscles,  he  complained  of  pain  to^ 
wards  the  ribs  and  epigastrium,  diflkulty  of  breathing,  and  re- 
tention of  stools  and  urine.  Laudanum  was  now  given  very  free- 
ly, with  nitrous  sether,  and  the  warm  bath  employed,  according 
to  the  urgency  of  the  symptoms.  These  having  abated  a  little 
on  the  17th  and  19th  of  June,  the  doses  of  laudanum  were  givcu 
at  greater  intervals ;  but  an  increase  of  the  symptoms  folio  wing; 
the  laudanum  was  gradually  incre&<sed  from  the  19th  till  the  25tn, 
when  the  dose  was  2J  drachms  every  two  hours,  with  an  equal 

S|uantity  of  nitrous  sether.  On  the  Sd  of  July,  this  dose  was  still 
iirther  increased  to  ^^  drachms,  making  S  ounces  6  drachms  of 
each  daily,  which  was  continued  witii  little  variation  till  the 
14ih  of  July,  with  the  frequent  use  of  the  warm  bath,  at  10*  or 
106  of  Fahrenheit,  which  last  always  seemed  to  give  relief. 

After  the  Hth  of  July,  the  dose  of  the  opiate  was  gradually 
diminished,  and  at  the  end  of  that  month  he  was  convalescent^ 
and  only  took  an  anodyne  at  night.  Early  in  September,  his 
Uump  being  healed,  he  was  discharged  cured,  and  remains  welL 

The  lauuanum  in  the  first  instance  occasioned  great  stupor 
and  drowsiness ;  but  this  effect  after  a  time  wore  off,  althoug||i 
the  dose  was  afterwards  greatly  increased. 

Mercury  was  also  given,  and  gently  affected  the  mouth,  but 
appeared  to  have  little  or  no  effect  in  diminishing  the  rigidity 
of  the  muscles,  which  was  always  somewhat  lessened  hy  the 
warm  bath,  in  which  he  was  generally  kept  for  about  half  au 
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lionr»  when  he  compkined  of  fcintniMWf  with  proftme 
tion. 

Parg$d¥e8  and  injections  were,  abo  given  to  piooife  stoi^ 
and  diminish  irritation ;  but  the  tetanic  symptoms  were  evidemlj^ 
kept  under,  and  finally  removed,  chiefly  lyy  the  iollwenge  of  tlis 
opium,  as  the  symptoms  were  ipoxe  than  once  iocpeMed  on 
.  a  small  diminution  of  the  dose,  or  in  cooseiiaenot  of  it  beiog 
given  at  longer  intervals. 

The  quaniatv  of  laudanum  pven  in  th^  ooors^  of  48  days, 
fifom  the  ISth  June  to  the  2ith  July,  was  49  ounc^  Q}  dmcliai% 
which  was  of  the  best  quali^,  from  the  Army  Ebbmwiwy,  Sj 
drops  of  it  answering  as  an  ano4yne  in  ordinary  casea.  A  amal 
quantity  of  opium  was  also  occasionally  rubbfsd  in  w^  nctciif 
nal  ointment  and  camphor. 

The  nature  of  the  original  wound  was,  in  this  caae*  sudi  as 
imperiously  to  call  for  amputation,  independent  of  the  teUoic  a(- 
ieaion,  the  bones  of  the  toint  being  much  shatteredt  aod  die  xe« 
moval  of  such  a  source  of  irrita^on  evidently  lowered  thepnlge; 
but  I  have  my  doubu  whether  thb  case^  though  successfial,  oo^t 
to  induce  us  to  adopt  amputation  as  a  Kmec^  in  tetanus,  where 
the  original  wound  is  of  a  slighter  nature  than  that  oonaeqiient 
on  amputation. 

A  few  weeks  previously  to  the  occurroioe  of  this  case,  we  had 
three  others  of  tetanus  in  the  hoiqiital  at  Columbo,  from  uscMigit 
the  men  wounded  in  Uie  action  between  the  St  florenso  m 
Piedmontese  frigates. 

The  first  was  froip  a  dreadful  wound  in  the  shonldeF-jointi 
which  must  of  itself  have  proved  fatal,  and  Uttle  coqld  be  done. 

The  second  arose  from  a  slight  wound  in  the  foot,  ajid  wa2 
rapid  in  its  progress,  terminating  fiitally  in  three  days,  although 
the  mouth  was  afiected  wi^  mercury,  cold  affusion  osed,  and 
opium  ffiven  to  the  extent  of  48  grains  daily. 

In  the  third,  which  occurred  in  an  English  sailor,  named 
^Wakefield,  who  had  his  arm  arnputated,  and  also  a  fiwctnre  in 
the  OS  humeri^  the  patient  lired  about  ten  days  after  the  access 
sion  of  the  tetanic  symptoms ;  and  at  one  time  the  disease  seemed 
mitigated,  and  arrested  in  its  progress,  although,  m  the  end,  tkg 
case  terminated  fatally. 

The  remedies  employed  were,  first,  mcrciiry>  which  soon  sfr 
fected  the  mouth,  but  seemed  to  produce  little  effinrt  on  the 
symptoms;  secondly,  opium  giv«i  in  large  doses,  both  in  a  solid 
and  liquid  form,  and  ako  nibbed  in  upon  the  throat  and  jaws, 
which  produced  stupor,  drowsiness,  and  a  considerable  diminu- 
tion of  the  symptoms ;  thirdly,  cold  aflFusion  5  and,  latterly,  the 
warm  bath. 
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Hie  efiect  <>f  cold  afltision  in  these  cases  was,  to  produce  s 
considerable  shock,  succeeded  by  perspiration,  and  some  decree 
of  relaxation  of  the  jaw  and  other  muscles  affected  with  rigidity  $ 
but  this  relief  lasted  for  a  few  Biiautes  only,  and,  on  tlie  wfaoiet 
I  think  the  warm  bath  had  a  more  permanent  ^ect  m  alleviat* 
ing  the  sympjUvn^ 

vVfJieneld,  after  a  time,  refused  to  submit  to  cold  aflusion,  or 
take  his  pills  of  opium,  when  laudanum  was  substituted,  and  was 
at  <we  time  giiren  to  the  extent  of  13  drachms  dailjr,  besides  fric- 
tions of  opium  with  mercurial  ointment.  The  night  before  hip 
(i(^h  he  was  unusually  easy;  but  at  11  A.  M.  of  the  SOth  Mardh, 
he  wat  seized  with  faintness,  hiccup,  and  loss  of  speech,  attended 
with  fo  eu|ire  relaxation  of  the  jf^w,  and  in  an  hour  afterwards 
expired.  Iiuections  and  purgatives  were  given  when  indicated 
^ro^gbont  the  course  of  the  disease,  which  was  attended  with 
an  irregular  state  of  the  bowels  $  and  wine,  soups,  and  sago,  were 
liberaUy  given,  witb  a  view  to  support  his  strength. 

I  hfV9  bad  occasion  to  treat  a  case  of  tetanus  consequent  oil 
parturition,  which  the  native  practitioners  of  Ceylon  inform  mo 
is  not  an  ujofiequent  occurrence  here ;  and  although  I  do  not  re- 
collect to  have  read,  or  before  bjeard  of  the  occurrence  of  teta- 
nus, during,  or  after  labour,  it  does  not  seem  extraordinary  that 
this  disease,  which  is  frequently  produced  by  a  very  trifling 
wound,  particularly  in  tropical  climates,  shouU  take  pli^ce  after 
parturition,  which  often  occasions  great  injury  to  the  parts  con- 
cerned. 

The  patient  I  saw  was  a  healthy  young  woman  of  the  Portu^ 
guese  cast,  who,  two  days  after  delivery  of  her  first  child,  was 
seized  with  rigidity  of  the  jaw,  and  other  symptoms  of  tetanus* 
The  native  doctors  and  midwives  inimediately  pronounced  her 
incurable,  and  their  predictions  were  ftilfilled ;  altliough,  in  con* 
sequence  of  my  directions,  mercury,  opium,  and  the  warm^bath^ 
were  freely  empk>yed,  with  temporary,  but  fallacious  relief. 

The  numbers  of  fatal  cases  of  tetanus  from  wounds,  which  I 
have  seen,  or  have  been  officially  reported  to  me  as  superintend 
dantof  hospitals  in  Ceylon,  may,  I  think,  amount  to  twelve  | 
and  I  recollect  having  treated  four  cases  of  tetanus  without  any 
wound,  two  of  which  did  well. 

The  occurrence  of  locked-jaw  in  horses,  after  the  operation 
of  docking  the  tail,  is  frequent  in  Ceylon ;  and  after  the  disease 
was  once  formed  from  this  causey  I  have  never  known  an  instance 
of  recovery,  although  I  have  seen  purgatives,  opium,  and  the 
cokl  bath  veTy  freely  employed. 
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VI. 

Dr  Adams*8  Answer  to  Mr  Edmonstone,  respecting  the  Vene' 
real  Disease  at  Otaheite. 

EVERY  inquirer  after  truth  jnust  be  pleased  when  he  meets 
with  pbjections  to  his  opinions  candidly  stated ;  and  to  leave 
them  unanswered  may  ar^rue  disrespect  to  his  antagonist  In 
noticing,  however,  Mr  Edmonstone's  remarks,  which  make  the 
first  article  of  your  last  Number,  jou  must  allow  me  to  b^in 
with  expressing  a  wish  that  one  quotation  from  me  had  been 
given  more  at  large,  and  one  expression  of  hb  own  had  been 
omitted. 
,  Mr  Edmonstone's  words  are— 

•*  To  this  conclusion  (of  Mr  Wilson's)  Dr  Adams  not  only 
fully  assents,  but  founds  on  it  various  reasonings  of  his  own^ 
and  expresses  his  regret  that  Mr  Hunter  should  have  allowed 
himself  to  reason  ^^  on  data  so  ill  established  as  theSouth^a  dis^ 
€ase, " 

I  do  not  recollect  any  reasonings  of  my  own  founded  on  Mr 
Wilson's  conclusions,  unless  a  few  reflections  on  the  improved 
accuracy  introduced  by  Mr  Hunter,  and  on  the  importance  of 
iniaute  description,  can  be  called  such.  Still  less  was  it  my  in- 
tention to  accuse  Mr  Hunter  of  reasoning  on  insufficient  data, 
when  I  express  a  wish  that  he  had  not  availed  himself  of  an 
unnecessary  inference  from  an  ill- ascertained  fact.  The  differ- 
ence is  no  otherwise  important  than  lest  it  should  lead  the  reader 
to  suppose  that  the  truth  of  any  of  Mr  Hunter's  doctrines  de- 
pends on  an  ill-ascertained  dutuui.  * 

The  expression  of  Mr  Edmonstone's,  which  I  could  wish  had 
been  omitted,  and  which  I  am  sure  he  will  be  ready  to  correct, 
is  as  follows:  "  The  opinion  promulgated  by  Mr  Wilson,  and 
so  pa  tinavioudi/  in^kieci  on  by  Dr  Adams.  "  Now,  as  Mr  Ed- 
monstone is  the  first  person  who  has  given  me  an  opportunity 
of  defending  Mr  Wilson,  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  charge 
of  pertinacity  is  at  least  premature. 


»  The  words  arc,  "  When  Mr  Hunter  has  so  mtitij  proofs  that  the 
ixvoforvis  of  the  disease  might  be  excited  by  the  same  matter,  we  cai»- 
not  but  lament  he  should  have  attempted  an  in/crcnce  £rom  data  so  ill- 
established  as  the  vSouth  Sea  disease.  " — ^Mr  Hunter  on  the  Vencft*4 
Di&casoy  Dr  Adams's  edition,  Svo.  p.  S7# 
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Id  aB  otber  respects,  Mr  Edmonslane's  remarks  an;  nnexcep*, 
tionably  candid.  The  principal  question  seems.  Whether  Mr, 
Wilson  was  hasW  in  deciding,  beoiuse  he  could  not  discover  the 
true  character  of  lues  venerea  during  his  stay  at  Otaheite ;  that 
therefore  it  .did  not  then,  nor  ever  had,  existed  on  the  island  ? 
On  this  subject,  as  Mr  Wilson  is  probably^ engaged  in  the  ser-* 
vice  of  his  country,  I  shall  offei*  a  few  words  in  oiir  joint  de* 
fence. 

.  First,  It  will  be  admitted,  that  the  missionaries,  then,  and  for 
some  time  resident  in  Otaheite,  not  onlv  asserted  theprevalenee 
of  the  disease  among  tUe  natives,  but  snowed  Mr  Wilson  their 
cases.  These,  after  a  careful  eicamination,  he  was  convincea 
-Were  not  venereal.  He  examined  also  a  number  of  others,  which 
the  islanders  asserted  were  derived  from  the  same  source,  and  hi^ 
conviction  was  strengthened,  tie  next  enters  into  an  account 
of  the  diseases  which  ne  saw ;  endeavours  to  trace  their  probable 
sources ;  and  also  of  the  decreased  population  of  the  island ;  iri 
aD  which  he  appears  to  me  to  write  with  equal  judgment,  per* 
spicuity,  and  candour. 

Mr  JBdmonstone  next  expresses  the  danger .  to  which  medical 
evidence  wouki  be  exposed,  were  we  to  admit  ot  Mr  Wilson's 
conclusion.  But  if  medical  evidence  were  admitted  with  great- 
er caution,  would  it  not  lead  to  a  greater  accuracy  in  the  de« 
scriptioD  of  diseases  ? 

*<  Were  an  intelligent  medical  traveller,  returning  from  a  dis^ 
tont  country, ''  adds  Mr  Edinonstone,  '*  to  relate  that  he  had 
seen  many  labouring  under  small- pox,  measles,  hooping'<x>ugh^ 
or  otber  voeU-known  diseases^  no  person,  I  apprehend,  would  be 
inclined  to  doubt  the  truth  of  the  relationi  merely  because  he  had 
failed  to  describe  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  these  diseases. '^ 
To  this  it  may  be  answered,  that  were  the  subject  of  either  of 
these  diseases  a  matter  of  controversy,  it  is  probable  that  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  would  be  required.  Have  we  not 
heara  much  dibagreepncnt  among  well-informed  practitioners, 
concerning  ^oroe  cases  of  small- pox  which  have  appeared  after 
vaccination  ?  Is  there  not  reason  to  believe,,  that  measles  are 
ofteo  conibundcd  with  scarlatina  ?  And  if  a  dispute,  should  evy 
arise  coneerning  the  introduction  of  hooping-cough  into  any  new 
society,  would  it  not  first  be  required,  that  all  the  diagnostic 
svmptoroi  which  distinguish  hooping  from  other  violent  coughs,' 
should  be  ascertained '       ^      ^        * 

'*  Still  less, "  adds  l^r  Eurabhstone,  *^  is  there  cause  for 

'scepticism,  where  those  who  lay  claim  to  our  confidence  aro 

known  to  have  been  persons  of  skill  and  veracity,  selected  Ibr 

the  express  purpose  of  superintending  the  medical  department  of 

voii.  \iju  Ko.  S2.  n  d 


418     Dr  Adams  to  Mr  EAnmutonie  on  Venereal  Disease.   Oct; 

the  different  voyages.  "  I  conceive  Mr  Wikoti  would  be  very 
unwillincr  to  question  the  skill  or  veracity  of  those  gentlemen. 
But  may  we  not  ask,  were  the  phenomena  and  laws  of  the  vene- 
real disease  as  well  established  in  their  days  as  when  Mr  Wil« 
son  visited  the  island  ?  Mr  Honter,  who  first  taught  us  this 
accurate  discrimination^  published  his  treatise  several  years  af- 
ter the  world  was  deprivrf  of  Captain  Cook.  His  fcllow»voy- 
'  agers,  therefore,  might  not  be  aware  of  the  various  appearancesy 
which,  before  Mr  Hunter,  were  confounded  with  inis  protci'^ 
form  disease,  as  it  was  too  often  called,  even  by  some  respect- 
able writers. 

Though  Mr  Hunter's  work  has  been  translated  into  Fr^chf 
yet  it  is  probable  that  the  obscurity  of  his  hngaage,  even  in  his 
own  tongue,  is  much  increased  in  the  tran^slation.  To  this  we 
may  impute  the  very  defective  manner  in  which  the  medical  peo- 

Ele  on  tne  continent  still  write  of  venereal  maladies.  They  have 
owever  the  merit  of  describing  what  they  see  j.  and  by  this  de- 
scription  it  is  impossible  not  to  suspect  that  the  diseases  mention- 
ed by  Dr  Rollin,  M.  de  la  Peyrouse's  surgeon,  are  not  veifereaL 
\ti  one  place,  we  meet  with  ^  buboes,  which,  suppurating,  leave 
cicatrices.  *'  *  That  these  buboes  should  cic&triie  without  the 
i)se  of  the  only  remedy  with  which  we  can  cure  venereal  symp* 
toms  in  England,  leaves  a  fair  presumption,  that  such  tumours 
or  abscesses  were  considered  venereal,  merely  because  they  oc- 
curred in  su5?picious  parts.  The  other  symptoms  are  so  uncer« 
tain,  that* they  would  not,  I  am  persuaaed,  be  satisfactory  to  a 
well-educated  English  surgeon  of  the  present  day. 

Mr  Edmonstone  afterwards  remailcs,  that  Mr  Wibon  would 
have  cause  to  consider  himself  as  disrespectfully  treated,  if  any 
writer  should  doubt  the  existence  of  fever,  dysentery,  rheuma- 
tism, phthisis,  or  elephantiasis,  all  i>f  which  that  gentleman  has 
st>oken  of  as  existing  in  the  island,  without  describing  any  of 
tneir  symptoms.  In  onswer  to  this,  it  may  be  urged,  t^5»t  the 
symptoms  of  the  four  first  mentioned  diseases  are  too  well  mark- 
ed to  require  any  enumeration  for  general  purposes.  Should 
Mr  Wilson  be  called  upon  to  explain  himself  relative  to  elc- 
pliantiasis,  we  cannot  doubt  that  he  would  readily  do  so,  as  far 
ns  his  notes  and  memory  would  enable  him.'  In  this  manner 
your  correspondent,  Mr  Christie,  medical  supcrintendant-gene- 
ral  of  Ceylon,  has-  thought^ it  right  to  explain  himself  on  ek^ 
phantiasis,  by  referring  to  another  author,  when  he  wished  tcr 


*  La  PeyrQusc*8  VoyagCi  Vol  IIL  p.  ^78  of  the  TranskUoo.' 
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'ifestablish  a  point  which  he  eooooved  might  be  importaat  to  hH 
iTMden.  *  • 

I  hope  I;ihan  not  be  suspected  of  undervalaing  Mr  Edmoiv- 
fctone*!  remarks  by  any  thing  I  have  said.  They  appear  to  me 
very  reasonable,  and  particularly  useful^  as  they  enforce  Ae  ne* 
cessity  of  accurate  discrimination. 

Zxmdon^  Aug.  15^  1812. 
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ttetiet  to  AsTLET  CoopeRi  Esq.  on  the  Cure  of  Curved  Spine» 
By  B.  G.  BurHouohs,  Esq.  Suigeon,  Clifton. 

H^HsitE  is  a  {Practice  lately  introdticed  in  ScrofillouS  affections 
^  of  the  joints,  more  parUcubriy  of  the  spine,  recommend- 
4td  by  some  surgeons^ .  which  is  so  widely  different  from  the  one 
recommended  In  your  public  lectures,  that  it  would  be  serving 
the  puUic  very  much  to  have  the  propriety  of  this  practice  as« 
tertuned ;  and  I  think.  Sir,  you  will  feel  little  hesitation  in  fliv*^ 
ipg  your  opinion  on  it^  when  I  assure  vou  the  interests  of  hu- 
mamty  are  verv  much  concerned  in  it.  1  have  heaid  of  patients 
so  little  out  of  health  when  they  have  been  put  on  this  treat- 
ment, that  it  has  almost  escaped  the  observation  of  their  friends^ 
and  hi&ve  afterwards  heard  almost  uniformly  of  their  gradually 
declining  state.  I'he  disease,  and  the  practice  to  which  I  aU 
liide,  and  to  which  I  beg  to  call  vour  attention^  are  briefly 
these — In  scrofulous  affections  of  the  spin^  be  the  degree  of 
disease  there  what  it  may,  whether  curvatUHe  mei^lV  from  del^i- 
li^  erf  the  system,  or  from  more  serious  injury  to  the  vertebrse, 
sltD,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  the  same  practice  is  pursued  ^  name^ 
ly,  the  patients  are  cionfined  entirely  to  a  horizontal  posture  on 
a  mattress,  placed  on  a  machine  contrived  for  the  purpose,  which 
they  are  never  to  quit,  even  for  their  meals,  for  perhaps  n 
twelvemonth,  and  sometimes  el|B;fateen  months  or  more,  or  a^ 
long  as  it  is  supposed  that  the  disease  will  requite  subh  a  posi' 
tion.  The  theory  given  for  this  treatment  I  have  understood  is^ 
.that  as  diseases  of  the  spine  are  generally  suppoled  to  arise  from 

4  See  Ed.  Med.  Journal,  Vol.  V.  p.  500,  note^ 
Dd3 
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if^netBj  that  a  plan  which  will  take  off  the  pressure  of  the 
BuperincumbeDt  ^larts  until  they  become  stronger,  will  cure  the 
.{M-esent,  and  prevent  any  future  deformity  >  biR  this  mode  of 
proceedings  as  far  as  it  ha»  come  within  i»y  coKdizance,  haa 
been  attended  with  gr^t  misery  to  the  patient,  and  nroved  very 
unsuccessful  Indeed  I  think  it  may  also  be  shown,  from  the  fair 
exercise  of  the  judgment,  that  a  system  which  goes  to  the  com- 
plete exclusion  of  air  and  exercise  to  a  young  subject  for  a  dis- 
ease of  debility,  cannot  be  right  s  ai^d  I  am  very  much  induced  to 
-believe  that  it  may  be  shown  to  be  improper  m  both  the  kinds 
of  distortion  for  which  it  is  employed,  namdy,  in  the  one  aris- 
ing from  weakness  only,  and  in  the  other  proceeding  fixun 
destruction  of  the  bones. .  With  the  spinal  aflfection  prodiK> 
ing  curvaturci  arising  from  weakness,  and  unattended  with  dis- 
organization, do  not  the  phenomena  of  rachitis  bear  a  great  an- 
alogy, having  its  origin  generally  in  a  certain  condition  of  the 
alimentary  canal  andmesenteric  glands,  and  ilow-a-days  consi* 
dered  as  a  true  scrofulous  disease  ?  Now,  what  iathe  treatment 
here?  Is  it  not  truly  the  reverse  of  the  one  mentioned  above?  aod 
fterhaps  for  the  same  disease.  The  little  patient  in  rachitis, 
aft?r  due  attention  to  the  afimentary  canal  .and  mesenteric  glands, 
is  not  condemned  to  the  house,  to  He, on  its  back  for  monthst 
and  forbid  to  use  its  limbs,  but  recommended  dry  air,  exerdae, 
-and  nourishment ;  and  the  more  the  child  is  allowed  to  run  about 
wild,  to  use  the  language  in  one  of  your  lectures,  the  better. 
The  success  of  this  treatment  is  wdi  known,  not  U>  the  £i* 
culty  onTy,  but  to  the  mother  of  every  lai^e  family ;  nor  can  I 
concetve  how  any  disease,  said  to  arise  from  debility,  is  to  be 
cored  by  any  other  plan,  or  how  muscles  are  to  become  red  and 
strong  without  exercise.  Let  us  next  see  how  far  the  recum- 
bent posture  and  no  exercise  will  succeed,  where  some  portion 
of  the  vertebrae  has  become  destroyed  by  absorption.  You  re* 
mark  in  one  of  your  lectures,  **  should  a  pittient  recover  in  this 
.state  of  disease,  an  anchylosis  of  the  spine  is  the  conseqaence  $  "* 
•and  you  further  remari^  that  perliaps  the  favourable  termination 
of  tlie  complaint,  in  this  manner,  is  more  fairly  attributed  to  the 
operations  of  nature,  than  to  the  efficacy  of  issues,  caustirs,  &a» 
.so  much  recommended  in  this  state  of  disease.  But  wbatara 
more  immediatelv  to  my  purpose,  are  your  observations  on  ihe 
impropriety  of  the  use  of  machines  in  the  above  disetfsea  ^  and 
in  confirmation  of  your  opinion  here,  you  give  two  diagrams, 
illustrative  of  two  circumstances,  the  one  a  curvature  of  (t^ 
spine  cured  by  anchylosis,  the  other,  the  condition  of  the  spine 
where  sueh  an  efflci  has  been  prevented  by  the  use  of  inbim* 
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nente.    The  following  is  an  humble  imitation  of  the  diagranuB 
submitted  to  jrour  pupils  in  your  public  lectures. 


Care  of  the  spine  by  ancfayloiif. 


Hie  rare  of  die  ipine  intemiptGd  by 
wearing  hntninienta*  and  the  imiM 
of  bona  prevented. 


As,  tbereforef  our  only  hope  of  cure  in  this  description  of  dis- 
ise  depends  on  an  anchylosis  of  the  vertebras*  in  which  cas^  the 
curve  will  beoutward»  as  shown  above,  and  which,  as  you  stated 
4riil  be  prevented  when  instruments  are  used  by  pressing  on  the 
curves  and  forcing  the,  otherwise,  uniting  points  of  the  vertebrae 
&om  each  other.  Now,  Sir,  I  wish  to  know  whether  the  systeni 
of  the  reumbent  posture,  as  before  stated,  may  not  be  improper 
in  this  Icind  of  disease  also,  as  well  as  in  the  former  ?  for  it  ap^ 
pears  very  likely  to  me,  by  keeping  the  back  constantly  extend- 
ed, both  to  prevent  what  you  have  called  here  the  necessary  cur- 
vature, and  the  union  of  the  bones,  without  which,  agreeably 
to  your  ideas,  there  can  be  no  hope  of  saving  the  patient. 

Your  opinion  of  the  practice  which  I  have  here  submitted  id 
jour  consideration,  is  solicited  with  more  than  usual  earnest* 
ness;  for  it  is  really  melancholy  to  see  a  poor  jonng  creature 
stretched  constantly,  for  many  months  together,  without  ever 
^being  suffered  to  rise,  and  that  too  at  a  period  of  Jife  when  a 
constant  state  of  inaction  must  prove  to  be  the  greatest  affliction; 
bat,  on  the  other  hand,  if  these  diseases  do  realty  require  such 
Xreatment,   then,  of  course,  the  unfortunate  victims  to  them 
inust  submiL     But  as  I  have  my  doufbts  of  the  propriety  of  the 
treatment  under  many  eircumstances  of  the  diseases  for  which  it 
28  at  present  used,  and  mon^  particularly  to  the  extent  to  which 
it  18  carried  un<i|er  any  fqrm  of  dbescicompiaints,  tliough  in  some 
one  of  them,  perhapsj  under  certain  limitations,  it  might  be 
more  advantageous^    I  thought  I  xx>u1d  not  satisfy  my  own 
fSeellngs,  nor  serve  the  community  and  profession  more  essen* 
dally,  than  bv  eliciting  your  opinion  ,upon  a  practice  so  im^ 
portant,  which  is  .daily  carried  into  execution^  and  is,  therefore, 
either  doing  much  good^  or  proving  to  be  one  of  those  nnfo;^ 
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liate  ezperimeoti  in  medical  idcooe  wbich  nnmben  viH  hk\t 
cause  to  deplore. 
MaU^  Clifton,  My  1. 1812. 
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Observatiom  en  Hie  YelUm-Fever  ^  New  York  in  1805.  By 
AuEXANDEi^  Ramsay,  M.  D.  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Sur* 
gery,  Edinburgh. 

TTIThen  I  Tisited  New  York  in  1 80S,  I  found  physicians  un- 
^^  decided  respecting  the  nature  of  yellow-fever  in  every  re- 
spect, as  weH  as  the  seat  of  black  ▼omit;  and  the  opinions  of  Dr 
mncroft,  on  the  authority  of  the  ingenious  Dr  Physic  of  iPhila- 
delpbia,  noticed  in  your  Journal  of  J^Iy  last,  pages  S26  and  SITTi 
^eem  so  dififerent  from  those  cases  which  came  under  my  inspec* 
tion  in  1809,  that  I  think  it  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  readers 
the  appearances  of  that  year. 

The  malady  seemed  to  be  viewed  as  of  a  highly  malign  type ; 
as  it  was  reckoned  (from  the  best  information  I  could  come  at) 
>hat  half  of  the  popuIaUon  fled  from  the  city.  BroadrWay  seem- 
fid  for  some  time  the  only  street  entirely  open  ;  many  were  par- 
tially, or  much  deserted  |  and  places  of  worship  were  shut  up. 
The  symptoms  were  such  as  autnors  have  so  often  correctly  stal- 
led, that  I  need  not  enumerate  them.  Perhaps  some  Eurofiean 
readers  nwiy  not  have  heard  of  those  {vulgarly  named  walking- 
pises.)  The  person  appears  yellow,  is  listless,  often  seemingly  in 
a  state  of  fatuity.  Sometimes  you  cannot  attract  his  attention  by 
addressing  yourself  to  him.  He  walks  about,  without  design, 
from  place  to  place,  and,  in  a  moment,  occasionally  drops  liieiess 
to  the  ^ound,  witliout  any  previous  symptom  to  warn  attend* 
ants.  1  continued  for  some  time  in  the  hospital  of  Bellcvne,  that 
I  might  notice  tlie  symptoms,  treatment,  and  appearances  after 
jdeath.  I  selected  cases  of  those  who  fell  in.  the  black  vomit  and 
stool,  as  well  as  the  bloody  yomit  and  stool.  They  were  as  foDow. 
^  This  year,  in  the  first  stage,  the  liver  seemed  always  the  highly 
fliseased  organ.  The  state  pf  the  stomach  partook  of  the  morb^ 
type,  which  in  general  characterizes  this  viscus,  not  only  in  fever 
pf  a  common  kind,  (where  black  vomit  is  not  expected),  butroa- 
py  other  maladies.  Tlie  inflammation  was,  in  some  cases,  much 
less  than  could  be  expected,  and  only  such  as  might  be  looked 
f^Tf  wlicre  so  much  irritation  was  excited  by  the  regurgitation  of 
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th«  black  matter  from  the  duodenum.  The  same  matter  as  filled 
the  biliary  ducts  in  the  substance  of  the  liver,  was  likewise  traced 
in  the  gail-bladder,  stomach,  duodenum,  and  intestinal  tube. 
The  continual  flow  of  this  black  matter  through  tlie  intestinal 
CBDal,  seemed  to  occasion  great  inflammation  in  ttie  viscera,  with 
pflen  abrasions  of  the  inner  coat.  I  am  induced  to  overlook  the 
fipaamodic  contractions  of  the  intestines,  as  they  often  are  aifec* 
lions  by  no  means  peculiar  to  this  more  tlian  other  diseases* 
I  find,  from  several  observations,  that  what  may  be  viewed  as  se- 
rious cases  of  intus-sus'ceptio,  are  often  efiEects  arising  iu  articulo 
mortis^  in  all  maladies. 

When  blade  vomit  and  stool  failed  to  yidd  to  remedies,  the 
presages  of  bloody  vomit  and  stool  occasionally  made  ilieir  ap« 
pearance,  vis.  hiemorrfaage*  of  the  gums,  eyelids,  and  no:»trils;  this 
was  succeeded  by  the  bloody  vomit  aad  stool.  This  stage  partly 
a(XX)rds  with  Dr  Physic's  observatioiA,  being  entirely  a  rupture 
of  the  gastric  and  mesenteric  arteries,  attended  with  abrasions  of 
the  vilbus  coat  of  the  stpmach  in  particular.  This,  however, 
aeemed  very  different  from  the  matter  of  black  vomit.  So  far  as 
my  observations  went,  the  bloody  stage  was  always  preceded  by 
tke  black  stage:  this,  however,  might  be  assumed  in  the  cases 
mentioned  by  Dr  Physic,  without  the  intervention  of  this  black 
stage,  as  was  the  case  in  the  typhus  of  the  interior,  which  I  shall 
lay  before  your  readers  on  some  future  occasion.  In  one  of  the 
worst  cases,  the  stomach  was  contracted  to  the  diameter  com* 
monly  assumed  by  the  transverse  colon,  which  some,  a  priori^ 
would  Bot  expect  in  a  state  of  systeiU  so  completely  exhausted  f 
but  we  ought  to  recollect,  that  the  most  violent  actions,  as  con« 
Tulsions,  (unfortunately  ascribed  to  morbid  strength),  are  con- 
nected with  the  highest  states  of  debility,  as  we  see  in  tlie  mq- 
ments  of  death. 

Vapour-bath  was  our  most  effectual  means  of.  allaying  the  con«> 
tinual  and  teazing  irritation  of  the  stomach.  As  water,  as  an  ex- 
ternal application,  in  a  warm  and  cold  state,  in  this  and  other 
maladies,  seems  of  the  highest  importance,  I  shall  take  a  future 
opportunity  of  offering  a  tew  thoughts  on  tliese  topics. 

The  diseased  f tate  of  the  lymphatics  (which  seems  always  con* 
n^ted  with  debility),  which  I  discovered  and  described  when  a 
pupil  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Cruickshanks  of  London,  was  detec- 
ted in  several  of  those  subjects  who  died  of  yellow- fever.  This 
consists  in  the  lymphatics  losing  their  transparency  and  elas- 
ticity,  and  assuminj^  an  opakc  and  inelastic  state.  In  proporr 
lion  as  this  opacity  increases,  so  does  their  dilatation  and  thickr 
ening  of  the  coats:  the  utility  of  the  valves  ceases;  congestioa 
lakes  place.  When  such  vessels  suffer  compression,  or  when  they 
cease  at  any  time  to  be  filled  with  their  contents,  the  highly  ac^ 
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^ve  state  oF  the  vasa  propria  occasions  accretion  of  the  inner 
coat,  and  obliteration  of  the  cavity,  by  which  the  regnlar  progress 
of  the  lymph  is  prevented.  This  affection  of  the  lympl^ics 
aeems  most  frequent  in  the  lungs,  and  not  unfrequently  in  the 
iliac  plexus.  It  seems  induced  by  any  and  all  debilitating  causes, 
especially  indiscreet  mercurial  applications  \  and  I  attribute  tho^e 
I  met  with  in*  America  to  this  cause,  as  mercury  is  the  incessant 
resort  of  practitioners  in  the  interior  of  that  country.  I  beSeve 
much  harm  is  occasioned  to  the  general  constitution  by  the  in- 
discriminate use  of  this  medicine,  in  the  northern  states  in  pax^ 
ticular  $  and  I  wa^  pleased  (and  indeed  honoured)  to  6nd,  that 
the  opinions  of  the  nighly  respectable  Dr  Saunders  of  I»ndon, 
corresponded  with  the  notions  I  had  given  (in  the  CoDeges  of 
*New  York,  &c.)  in  his  late  judicious  remarks  on  this  very  sub- 
ject. This  affection  of  the  lymphatic  system  (since  I  have  di- 
vulged it  to  practitioners)  seems  very  prevalent  in  all  parts  of 
the  tiuman  body*  One  of  the  first  practitioners  in  midwiiery  in 
London,  informed  me,  that  for  many  years  he  had  discovered 
the  appearances  mentioned  in  diseased  mammae,  but  till  then 
was  at  a  loss  to  what  cause  to  ascribe  it  In  indolent  tumoursi 
this  seems  to  have  been  traced  as  the  foundation  of  the  evil.  * 

The  i^otion  of  the  endemic  quality  of  yellow-fever,  seems  to 
rent  on  perhaps  negative  grounds.  There  was  no  disease  in 
Broad-  Way,  (a  wide  well-built  street),  possessed  by  wealthy  peo- 
ple ;  hence  a  few  inhabitants  in  a  large  given  space.  No  physi- 
cian, or  nurse,  pot  even  strangers,  under  the  influence  ot  fear, 
who  visited  me  in  the  dissecting-room  at  the  hospital,  three  miles 
from  town,  were  attacked  with  fever.  Thenotion  of  dilution  can 
scarcely  be  admitted,  as  I  not  only  sat  by  the  bed,  three  days  and 
nights,  of  a  patient  in  one  of  tne  worst  cases  (who  recovered), 
and  was  coDtiniia)iy  in  the  nearest  contact  with  all  the  patients 
which  nursing  or  attendance  could  occasion,  yet  I  had  no  at- 
tack of  fever.  No  case,  however  virulent,  taken  from  the  in- 
fected streets  to  the  country,  ever  conveyed  the  malady  taattend- 
ants.  Old  people,  children,  (even  feeble  people  1  think),  escap- 
ed fever.  The  French  people,  though  long  resident,  and  the 
Ne<Tro,  lived  in  diseased  streets  with  impunity.  The  diseai^ 
maed  in  narrow  streets  near  the  wharfs,  wnerc  numbers  of  iiU 
ftxl  and  irregular  people  were  crowded  together.  The  robust 
chiefly  were  sufferers.  •  .        .       i    >. 

^    10,  Iifirmary  Strret,  Edinbtirgk.  * 

♦  Does  this  Ptnte  of  the  absorbents  account  for  the  large  jthoracip 
diet  fiiven  by  Mr  Ciuickshanks  in  his  work?  Dropsy  seems  cqn- 
sLctLd  occasionally  with  the  morbid  appearances  mentioned. 


1 8  IS.    Mr  ClarkV  Case  tfPseudo-l^pkSis,  toilh  BemarU. .    4SS 


IX. 

Ciu^  ^  Pseudo-Sij^philiSf  with  Remarh.  By  William  Stephew* 
80N  Clark,  Sargeon,  York,  Member  of  the  Royal  Colky^ 
of  Sargeons,  and  late  Resident-^Surgeon  of  the  Lock-Hospi- 
tal, London. 

^l^HE  object  of  the  present  paper,  is  not  to  present  to  the  public 
-^  a  specimen  of  any  thing  novel,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  the' 
profession  to  a  very  important  part  of  practice,  viz.  the  diseases 
rcssembling  syphilis.  'Ihe  parts  oF  generation  are  subjected,  a* 
like  with  other  parts  of  the  human  body,  to  attacks  of  inflam- 
mation, ufeeration,  &c.  which  have  no  connexion  whatever 
with  the  syphilitic  poison.  Long  before  ever  the  venereal  dts* 
ease  appeared  in  the  wbrld,  cases  are  related,  the  symptoms  of 
which  nearly  accorded  with  those  presenting  themselves  in  lues 
venerea;  and  we  are  informed  that  the  parts  of  generation  were 
subject  to  discharges,  ulcerations,  warts,  phymosis,  &c.  all  of 
which  possessed  nothing  of  the  true  syphilitic  character,  and 
recovered  without  the  use  of  mercury.  Upon  this  subject  some 
additional  valuable  information  has  been  lately  given  to  the 
world,  particularly  by  those  two  eminent  practitioners,  Mr  Pear* 
son  and  Mr  Abernethy ;  and  happy  would  it  be  for  mankind,  if^ 
in  the  genera)  treatment  of  this  disease,  a  due  and  cautious  in- 
vestigation of  its  progress,  character,  and  appearances,  was  first 
made^  before  its  treatment  was  determined  upon.  We  should  not 
then  be  witness  to  the  sad  number  of  mutilated  victims,  who 
either  have  fallen  a  sacrifice  to  the  daring  attempts  of  an  igno- 
rant empiricism,  or  to  the  r^sh  administration  of  the  mineral  spe« 
cific^  for  a  multitude  of  indisputable  proofs  might  be  adduced, 
that  ignorance  and  error  often  render  mercury  one  of  the  most 
precarious  and  misdiievous  medicines  in  use.  Even  under  the 
most  cautious  administration  of  that  medicine,  there  are  certain 
peculiarities  of  constitution,  where  its  iiritating  qualities  predo- 
minate over  its  medical  ones,'  and  where  the  mode  of  its  opera- 
tion seems  rather  calculated  to  distress  the  patient,  and  to  injure 
bis  health,  than  to  remove  the  di.Nease  for  which  it  is  exhibited  ; 
nay,  very  often  to  produce  symptoms  so  precisely  similar  to  those 
it  is  intended  to  remove,  that,  was  it  not  impossible  for  a  fresh 
order  of  venereal  symptoms  to  arise  while  the  system  was  joozzvr- 
Jullj^  under  the  iufluefice  oi  a  sjjectfic  (or  that  disease,  it  would 
be  coudttded  that  4  rapid  increase  of  all  thic  venereal  symptoms 
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was  pro^essi^ely  taking  place*  This  would  impiv  something  like 
a  palpable  cootradiction  $  that  the  antidote  should  be  operating 


with  efficacy  to  cure  the  venereal  symptom  for  which  it  was  di- 
rected ;  whik^y  at  the  same  timei  the  venereal  virus  was*  proceed- 
ing to  contaminate  new  parts,  and  excite  new  appearances.  It 
may  well,  therefore,  be  doubted,  whether.more  sacrifices  are  not 
annually  made  to  the  injudicious  admini&tratimiof  laercunr,  than 
to  all  the  combined  effects  of  the  morbiferous  poison.  The  fol- 
lowing case  willy  in  an  imperfect  degree,  tend  to  illasUrate  the 
subject  in  question,  and,  at  the  same  time,  show  the  great  ne- 
cessity  of  cautiously  abstaining  from  pronouncing  too  positive  an 
opinion  upon  the  nature  of  a  suspicious  case. 

},  was  consulted  some  time  ago  by  a  person  on  account  of  an 
excoriation  on  the  side  of  the  prepuce*  The  history  of  the  case 
was  this: — His  health  had  been  for  some  time  rather  impaired: 
In  the  early  part  of  January,  he  had  a  connexion.  From  this, 
lowever,  no  visible  morbid  s^'mptom  arose,  till  some  weeks  after, 
when  a  slight  irritaiion  was  felt  upon  the  prepuce.  This  was 
soon  followed  by  a  sore,  extending  from  the  middle  of  the  left 
side  of  the  prepuce,  to  the  fi^num,  and  succeeded  by  an  en- 
largement of  the  glands  in  each  groin.  Upon  viewing  accurate- 
ly the  sore,  the  surface  of  which  exhibitea  h'ttle  of  the  cliarac- 
teristic  marks  of  a  true  venereal  chancre,  and  particularly  attend* 
ing  to  ihc  progress  of  the  case,  and  the  length  of  time  that  had 
elapsed  between  the  connexion  and  the  appearance  of  the  sore, 
I  pronounced  it  not  to  be  venereal,  and  directed  the  most  simple 
applications  to  be  made  use  of,  as  a  saturnine  lotion^  or  a  poul- 
tice of  milk  and  bread.  This  plan  was  tried  for  some  time, 
when  it  appearing  to  make  no  alteration,  at  least  for  the  better, 
I  recommended  »  mild  solution  of  calomel  in  lime-water,  which 
in  a  short  time  completely  healed  it.  Nothing  now  whatever 
appeared  till  early  in  May,  when  1  was  again  consulted  by  the 
same  person,  on  account  of  an  uneasiness  in  his  throat.  Upon 
examining  the  tonsils,  I  distinctly  perceived  a  slight  ulceration 
on  each,  accompanied  with  a  degree  of  erysipelatous  rednes^s 
Tlie  ulcerations  kept  gradually,  but  superficially,  spreading,  for 
about  a  week,  when  an  eruption  of  purple  spots  took  place  upon 
^le  skin,  at  the  same  time  the  inguinal  glands  continuing  greatly 
enlarged.  Confident,  however,  partly  from  the  appearance  of  the 
primary  sore,  but  more  particularly  from  the  hislgty  oVw^progrci&t 
that  it  Was  not  venereal,  I  recommended  the  use  of  mild  Jeter- 

Sint  ^rgles,  and  a  •moderate  quantity  of  red  port  daily.  From 
.  is  time  an  uniform  increase  of  the  symptoms  took  place;  the 
eruptions  became  more  vivid,  and  the  ulcerations  of  the  tonsils, 
although  extensive  and  sloughyi  yet  did  not  appear  to  penetra:e 
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deep,  or  to  asrame  the  thickened  ragged  edee.  The  case  now 
became  of  considerable  importance,  and  had  arrived  at  a  crisia 
which  rendered  it  necessary  for  some  additional  steps  to  be  pur- 
sued. I  accordingly  recommended  the  warm  bath,  which  was 
to  be  repeated  as  oUoi  as  the  patient's  strength  would  permitt 
and  advised  a  plentiful  use  of  the  Peruvian  bark,  toother  with 
the  application  of  the  oxymd  nruginis  to  the  tonsils.  From 
this  period  to  the  beginning  of  July,  a  slow  and  almost  uninter* 
Tupted  progress  was  made.  The  ulcerations  had  extended  from 
the  tonsils  up  the  inferior  edse  of  the  velamen  palatinum,  at 
which  time  the  tonsils  assumed  a  disposition  to  heal,  but  again 
quickly  ulcerated.  No  benefit  having  at  all  resulted  from  the 
means  hitherto  made  use  of,  and  his  health  beginning  to  suf&r, 
J  determined  that  he  should  repair  into  the  country.  The  sy  mp« 
toms,  which  had  hitherto  been  characterized  by  a  very  slow  pro^ 
gress,  now  assumed  a  much  more  rapid  increase ;  the  ulcerations 
spread  on  one  side  of  the  velamen  palatinum,  crossed  the  uvuby 
and  completely  affected  the  other;  and  tfaeaipper-coloured  erup- 
tions became  larffer  and  more  universally  diffused.  The  convic- 
tion, however,  of  the  peculiar  character  of  the  primary  sy  mptoma 
still  supported  me  in  the  belief,  that,  althougn  a  most  obstinate 
poison  was  secreted  and  thrown  into  the  system,  yet,  that  it  was 
essentially  different  in  its  tme  specific  properties  from  the  ve- 
nereal poison.  In  this  opinion  I  had  shortly  the  mtification  of 
being  confirmed;,  for  a  fortnight  had  not  elapsed  before  a  rapid 
and  total  disappearance  of  the  eruptions  took  place : — ^this  is  a 
character  whicn  most  decidedly  marks  the  spurious  syphilis  from 
the  genuine,  as  will  be  shortly  observed  at  the  conclusion  of  the 
case.  In  a  few  days  the  eruptions  again  appeared,  and  continued 
for  the  space  of  tnree  weeks,  at  which  time  the  progress  of  the 
poison  appeared  to  have  arrived  at  its  acme.  I  now  thought  it 
right  to  tiy  the  effects  of  Uie  sarsapariUa,  and,  for  this  purpose^ 
directed  half  a  pint  of  the  compound  decoction  of  sarsapariUa 
to  be  taken  three  times  a^day,  combining  with  each  dose  from 
five  to  eight  drops  of  the  muriato  of  barytes.  From  this  period 
the  ulcerations  in  die  throat  began  to  subside,  their  sloughy  surface 
to  look  more  healthy  and  to  granulate,  and  the  eruptions  gradually 
to  disappear,  except  some  slight  fluctuations  which  have  since 
taken  place,  sometimes  all  the  symptoms  being  nearly  exhausted, 
and  then  appearing  again  to  resume  a  fresh  morbid  action,  till 
the  present  time,  when  they  have  completely  disappeared.  Thus 
has  a  most  interesting  case,  which  lasted,  with  very  ambiguous 
symptoms,  from,  the  banning  of  May  to  the  latter  end  of  Sep- 
tember, finally  terminated,  wii/iout  one  single  particle  oj  mercury ^ 
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sx\S  in  a  constitution  where  probablji:  a  complete  course  of  that 
mineral  would  have  proved  fetal. 

Bemarks, 

It  has  been  justly  lamented  by  accurate  and  eminent  practi- 
tioners, that  no  criterion  could  be  formed,  at  least  by  appearance, 
€)f  the  difference  between  the  true  and  §purious  venereal  sore. 
This,  I  confess,  in  numerous  cases,  is  a  diflBcult,  and  almost  im- 
possible thing ;  and  whoever  solety  trusts  to  the  appearance  of 
either  a  primary  or  secondary  afrection,  without  being  guided 
by  the  history  of  the  case,  will  be  subject  to  perpetual  error. 
The  above  case  is  a  striking  fact  elucidating  this  proposition ;  for 
I  am  convinced,  that,  let  the  sagacity  of  that  practitioner  have 
t>een  what  it  would,  his  judgment  must  have  been  roost  egregi- 
ously  deceived,  had  he  depended  upon  the  appearances  alone. 
The  (me  venereal  poison,  as  far  as  the  experience  of  many  cen- 
turies confirm,  is  a  virus,  which,  when  once  received  into  the 
constitution,  is  unable  to  be  expelled  by  any  power  it  possesses ; 
and,  to  quote  the  i»ords  of  Mr  Pearson,  "  that,  when  once  it 
is  received  into  the  system,  it  will  go  progressively  forward  to 
the  destruction  of  the  animal,  until  checked  by  the  use  of  mer- 
cury. *'    This,  therefore,  forms  the  grand  essential  diflerence  be- 
tween the  two  poisons,  that  the  former  progressively  goes  for- 
ward unless  checked  by  medicine ;  the  latter  fluctuates,  and  will 
at  length  exhaust  itseltl    But,  besides  this  distinction  of  its  prin- 
icip^j  ^  minute  investigator,  who  has  an  opportunity  of  seeing 
the  primary  a£&ction,  will  still  further  discriminate  from  the 
character f  and  more  particularly  from  the  account  of  the  progress 
cf  the  case.    This  was  one  of  the  circumstances  that  appeared 
to  decide  in  the  present  instance :  For,  Ut,  to  imagine  that  a 
itrue  venereal  sore  could  take  place  several  weeks  afler  exposure, 
and  particulariy  where  a  due  attention  had  been  paid  to  cleanli- 
ness, although  much  doubt  is  entertained  by  many  upon  this  sub- 
ject, and  which  I  candidly  confess  my  own  inabiUty  to  decide 
upon,  yet  appears  to  militate  against  what  we  know  of  the  (jro- 
^css  of  the  venereal  disease :   ^dly ,  The  appearance  of  the  sore 
Sid  not  correspond  with  the  venereal  character;  its  base  was  not 
sloughy  or  deep,  nor  did  it  assume  a  thickened  ragged  edge: 
Sdly,  The  glatids  in  the  groin,  which  had  arrived  at  a  very  con- 
siderable enlargement,  as  soon  as  the  sore  was  healed  ceased  to 
{ncrease ;  and,  although  it  is  by  no  means  necessary  that  every 
venereal  enlarged  gtnnd  should  suppurate,  yet  it  is  a  probability 
of  their  being  of  that  spurious  nature,  when  they  gradually  di- 
pounish  without  the  use  of  mercury  :  And,  lastly,  the  super6cial 
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ravages  wbich  the  secondary  uloeratioos  made,  the  rq^lar  edge^ 
and  the  fluctuating  appearance  of  the  spots,  were  criteria  whichf 
I  should  think,  would  induce  (he  most  sceptical  practitioner  to 
pause  before  he  pronounced  his  mercurial  anathema  upon  the 
unfortunate  patient. 

York,  August  nth,  1812. 


X. 

FitrtkerOiiervgtioniomPainfidSiAe^  BjWrL- 

1.IAM  Wood,  Esq.  Fellow  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeon^ 
Edinburgh. 

IN  a  communication  published  in  the  last  Number  of  this  Jour* 
nal,  I  gave  an  account,  which  had  been  previously  read  at  the 
Chirurgical  Society  of  Edinburgh,  of  a  particular  species  of  tu- 
mor, under  the  name  of  Fain/ftd  Stibai/atuous  Tubercle  f  a  dis* 
ease  to  which  my  attention  was  particularly  attracted,  by  tbecir* 
cumstance  of  my  having  seen  four  cases  of  it  in  the  course  of  the 
preceding  twelve  months.  As  it  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have 
met  With  that  attention  to  which  I  conceived  it  entitled,  both 
from  the  singularity^  of  its  symptoms,  and  from  the  severe  suf- 
fering to  which  it  pves  rise,  I  collected  all  the  information  which 
I  could  procure,  with  regard  to  it;  and,  by  the  assistance  of  some 
of  my  medical  friends,  1  was  enabled  to  give  a  detailed  history 
of  eight  eases,  from  which  my^  account  of  the  disease  was  drawn 
up.  ^''hese  eight  cases  contained  all  the  distinct  information  of 
whicb^  I  was- then  in  possession.  .  I  have  since  been  favoured,  bjr 
my  friend  Dr  Brown,  with  an  accurate  historv  of  the  disease,  as 
it  occurred  in  a  gentleman,  from  whose  arm  ne  extirpated  a  tu- 
bercle, of  the  size  of  an  orange-seed,  with  complete  success:  and 
my  friend  Mr  Newbig^'ng  has  kindly  afforded  me  an  opportuni- 
ty  of  seeing  the  complaint  in  the  fore'arm  of  a  female,  at  present 
under  his  care  iri  private  practice.  As  these  two  cases,  however, 
differ  in  no  respect  from  those  already  published,  1  think,  it  un- 
Jiecessary  to  enter  here  into  any  detailed  account  of  them. 

Previously  to  my  former  communication  having  been  publish* 
ed,  I  had  not  been  successful  in  discovering  any  account  of  this 
singular  species  of  tumor  in  the  writings  of  medical  authors;  ic 
l4aa  since  that  time^  however,  been  pointed  cut  to  n:c,  that,  si- 
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"thoofl;!!  there  is  no  yery  accarmte  or  detailed  general  bisUnry  of 
the  disease,  it  has  been  mentioned*  and  individual  cases  of  it  haji 
been  described,  bjr  several  medical  writers.  In  the  present  coia- 
munication,  therefore,  I  shall  take  the  liberty  of  giving;  a  coo- 
densed  account  of  all  the  infonnatbn  which  I  have  been  aUe  to 
collect  from  authors  on  the  subject  * 

The  first  mention  of  the  disease  seems  to  have  been  made  bv 
Cbeselden,  in  one  of  the  later  edidons  of  his  anatiHnyy  to  whic^ 
my  attention  was  directed  by  Mr  Allan.  After  having  described 
the  structure  of  the  cutis  or  true  skin,  he  Mys,  ^*  Immediatcij 
under  the  skin  of  the  shin-bone^  I  have  twice*  seen  little  tumorsi 
less  than  a  pea,  round,  and  exceeding  hard,  and  so  painfiil,  thst 
both  cases  were  judged  to  be  cancerous ;  they  were  cured  by  ex- 
tirpating the  tumor :  But  what  was  more  estraordBnan,  was  a  tu- 
mor of  this  kind,  under  the  skin  of  the  buttock,  small  as  a  pin's 
head,  yet  so  painful  that  the  least  toudi  was  insupportable^  and 
the  skin  for  half  an  inch  round  was  emaciaffd  ;  this  too  I  extir* 
pated,  with  so  much  of  tike  skin  as  was  emaciated^  and  some  &L 
The  patient,  who  before  the  operation,  could  not  endure  to  set 
Ills  le^  to  the  ground,  nor  turn  m  his  bed  without  exquisite  naiui 
grew  immediately  easy,  waJked  to  his  bed  without  any  ooin|Msint, 
and  was  soon  cured."  (Cheselden's  Anatomy,  10th  edition,  page 
186.)  It  appears  from  this  quotation,  that  Chesdden  had  thrice 
met  with  this  disease:  He  does  not  mention  whether,  in  the  two 
first  cases,  the  patients  were  male  or  female ;  in  the  last,  the  dis* 
ease  seems  to. have  occurred  in  a  man,  who  suflfered  more  severe- 
ly than  any  of  the  patients  whom  I  have  had  an  c^ipcHtnnit^  of 
seeing,  although  the  tubercle  did  not  exceed  the  siae  of  a  pin's 
bead.  Jn  all  tne  three  cases,  a  cure  was  accomplished  bf  the  ex- 
tirpation of  the  little  tumor. 

Camper,  the  next  author  by  whom  the  disease  is  taken  notice 
of,  in  his  work,  entitled,  Demonstrationum  Ahatomico-Pathoio- 
*gicanim,  liber  primus,  after  deiscribing  the  nerves  of  thearoii 
says,  c*  Non  raro  in  nervis  cutaneis  tubercuia  parva  ac  dura  ob- 
servantur,  oue  vera  ganglia  sunt,  pisi  magnitudinem  licet  noo 
excedant  $  dies  tamen  noctesque  acutissimis  lancinantibus  dolori- 
bus  segros  torquent:  extemis  remediis  non  cedunt,  scslpdlo  ifi- 
tnf  ea  aitihgere  oportet.  Franequeras  ex  cubito  feminse  tale,  pk- 
•ga  facta,  sustuli,  quad  ramo  musculo-cutanei  nervi  adluerebat : 
post  operationem  optime  se  habuit.  In  subcutaneis  nervis  fre- 
(|uenter  esse  videntun  Amstelaadami  simile  ganglium  genu  roo- 
heris  oecupans,  eodem  modo  sanari  curavi.  In  viris  plus  semel 
ea  vidii  albicant  intus,  cartiWineae  duritise  sunt,  renitentis,  c< 
intra  nervorum  tunicas  sedem  habent  "—Lib.  I.  p.  1 1. 

In  this  paragraph,  Camper  describes  a  species  of  tuberde  not 
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larger  than  a  pea,  as  ffiving  rise  to  very  severe  pain,  and  requir- 
ing extirpation  to  produce  a  care.  He  mentions  his  having  twice 
met  with  the  disease  in  females;  and  adds,  that  he  has  more  than 
once  seen  i{  in  men.  He  informs  us  a)so»  that  the  tubercles  are 
real  ganglia,  and  have  their  seat  within  the  coats  of  the  nerves. 
It  seems  to  me  doubtful,  whether,  by  the  terra  gangUpn,  as  here 
applied,  he  means  to  say,  that  the  complaint  arises  J^om  a  dis« 
eased  state  of  one  of  these  fittle  swellings  met  with  in  diflTerenft 
parts  of  the  healthy  bodyy  at  the  junction  of  one  nerve  with  a-* 
nother,  properly  termed  ganglia ;  or  that  it  is  formed  by  a  mor- 
bid enlargement  of  some  portion  of  a  nerve.  Nor  does  it  «>• 
peart  whether  he  was  enabled,  by  accurate  examination  c^  the 
structure  of  the  tubercles,  to  ascertain  that  they  really  are  situ* 
ated  within  the  nervoiis  coats. 

In  addition  to  the  information  contained  in  these  extracts,  front 
Cheselden  and  Camper,  my  friend  Dr  Davidson  has  been  so  kind 
as  to  favour  me  with  a  reference  to  two  papers;  one  published  in 
the  Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  the  other  in  the 
Medical  Facts  and  Observations,  in  which  are  detailed  some  cases 
of  this  disease. — Dr  Bisset,  in  the  Third  Volume  of  the  Memoirs 
of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  gives  a  minute  and  distinct 
account  of  the  symptoms  and  progress  of  what  he  terms — **  An 
extraordinary  irritable  sympathetic  tumor. " 

This  tumor,  Dr  Bisset  informs  us,  appeared  originally  in  the 
form  of  a  small  pimple,  of  the  colour  bf  the  skin,  on  the  outside 
of  the  left  leg  of  a  girl  of  IS  years  of  age;  in  and  about  which 
pimple  she  usually  had  some  little  uneasiness  immediately  before 
a  great  fall  of  rain  or  snow,  and  in  very  windy  weather.  The 
tumor  remained  in  this  state  till  soon  after  she  first  conceived, 
when  it  increased  to  the  size  of  a  large  filbert,  and  became  in 
the  highest  d^ree  irritable.  The  patient  now  began  to  be  affect-' 
ed  with  a  violafit  periodical  pain  in  it,  which  recurred  twice  or 
three  times,  and  sometimes  oftener,  in  24*  hours,  at  unequal  and 
uncertain  intervals ;  the  duration  of  each  paroxysm  often  vary* 
ing  a  little,  and  never  exceeding  one  hour.  The  pain  darted, 
when  most  violent,  to  the  origin  of  the  tibialis  anticus,  and  front 
thence  often  upwards  to  the  spine  of  the  ilium.  The  pain  was 
instandy  excited  also,  during  the  pregnant  state,  by  the  tumor 
|>eing  rudely  touched  with  a  finger,  or  with  the  skirts  of  her  pet^  • 
ticoat ;  but  these  accidental  paroxysms  were  always  of  short 
duration*  As  soon  as  this  patient  was  delivered  of  her  first 
child,  the  little  tumor  became  at  once  exempt  from  any  uncom* 
mon  irritability,  and  the  periodical  paroxysms  of  acute  pain 
quite  ceased ;  and  in  this  state  it  remained  during  13  monthly 
except  that  some  little  uneasiness  was  perceptible  before  the  fal* 
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liog  of  much  rain  or  snow.    In  the  end  of  that  period,. the  jm^ 
tient  having  a^in  conceived,  the  ttfmor  acquired  its  former  irri- 
tability, and  she  was  affected  precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  she 
bad  been  during  her  first  pregnancy.    At  this  period,  an  attempt 
Was  made,  by  a  surgeon,  to  cure  the  diseifse,  by  making  a  cmaal 
Incision  into  the  tumor,  to  promote  suppuration,  and  to  destroy 
'   its  irritability  $  but  as  this  railed,  excision  was  had  recourse  to, 
which  proved  effectual.    Immediately  after  her  third  conoeptioD, 
however,  the  little  tumor  was  reproduced,  but  did  not  increase 
quite  to  its  former  size,  and  the  paroxysms  of  pain  commenced 
and  returned  two  or  three  times  daily,  as  during  the  former 
jpregnancy.     \^lien  the  third  child*  was  born,  the  tumor  became 
at  once  perfectly  indolent,  as  it  had  formerly  done.     The  patient 
having  again  conceived,  the  irritability  of  the  little  tumor  com- 
menced as  usual,  and  the  periodical  pain  became  more  yiolent 
than  ever.     At  this  time  Dr  Bisset  was  consulted,  who  directed 
the  application  of  the  caust.  commune  fort,  which  produced  its 
effect  in  20  minutes.     After  the  separation  of  the  eschar,  some 
small  remains  of  the  tumor  were  destroyed  by  caustic     By  this 
means,  an  effectual  cure  was  accomplished;   as,   daring  two 
successive  pregnancies,  there  was  not  the  least  return  of  thd 
disease. — (Memoirs  of  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  VoL  III. 
page  ^8.) 

This  very  singular  and  interesting  case,  of  which  I  have  used 
4he  freedom  of  giving  a  ve^  full  account,  nearly  in  Dr  Bisset's 
own  words,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  decidedly  of  the  same 
nature  with  that  described  by  Cbeselden  and  Camper;  and  it 
agrees  in  all  i;^  symptoms  with  some  of  the  cases  published  in  my 
last  communication ;  it  differs,  however,  from  all  the  cases  which 
I  have  yet  met  with,  in  tfie  very  remarkable  connexion  which 
existed  between  the  tubercle  and  the  pregnant  state.  I  think  it 
not  at  all  improbable,  that  a  perfect  cure  might  have  been  e£&ct- 
cd,  if  extirpation  by  the  knife  had  been  originally  performed  ; 
for  it  is  by  no  means  unlikely,  that  the  return  of  the  disease  was 
owing  to  some  portion  of  tlie  morbid  part  having  been  allowed 
to  remain  when  extirpation  was  had  recourse  to,  from  the  state 
the  parts  were  then  in,  in  consequence  of  the  crucial  indsioa 
and  subsequent  suppuration. 

In  the  6th  Volume  of  tlxie  Medical  Facts  and  Observations, 
there  IS  a  letter  from  Mr  John  Pearson  of  the  Lock  Hospital,  to 
Dr  Simmons,  containing  «  An  account  of  some  extraordinary 
symptoms,  which  were  apparently  connected  with  certain  mor- 
bid  alterations  about  the  veins  and  nerves. "  The  first  case  dei- 
tailed  in  this  letter  appears  to  have  been  a  case  of  painful  subcu- 
taneous  tubercle;  the  Uttle  lun'ior  was  situated  in  the  course  of 
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Hie  tapfien^  mtqot  teiii^  about  tit  inches  above  the  ande^joint,  of 
&  married  troman  of  51  years  oF  age.  It  produced  eiactly  thb 
kame  symptoms  with  those  which  existed  m  the  cas^  formerly 
jpublished.  Mr  I^earsbn  mentions,  that  the  patient  observed 
that  '*  the  s^i^erity  of  her  sufferings  i^as  invariaUy  increased  dur^ 
ing  the  petiods  of  menstruation  and  of  pregnancy.  **  Her  dis* 
ease,  however,  continued  with  undiminished  severity  after  sh^ 
had  ceased  to  bear  children.  Having  refu^  to  submit  to  ex^ 
tirpation  of  the  tuberde,  which  had  been  ur^ed  by  Mr  Pearson; 
Variotfs  methods  of  treatment  were  employea,  but  ineffectually^ 
in  the  course  of  iS  years  that  the  disease  was  present;  but,  i^ 
the  end  of  that  time^  in  consequence  of  her  having  heard  of  the 
Success  which  had  attended  the  appUcation  of  caustic  in  Dr  Bis^ 
set's  case,  she  submitted  to  have  the  diseased  part  removed  by 
the  Same  application.  The  caustic  was  employed  for  $0  mi« 
nutes,  when  the  eschat  was  completely  formed,  and  from  that 
time  she  never  experienced  the  return  of  a  single  paroxysm  of 
pain.  The  eschar  exfoliated  in  abotit  12  days,  and  in  the  course 
of  about  Seven  weeks  the  sor^  wad  perfectly  healed. 

Having  given  a  detafled  history  of  this  case,  Mr  Pearson  en^^ 
deavourl  to  account  for  the  symptoms,  on  the  idea  that  a  portioA 
of  a  vein  and  of  a  nerve  bem^  included  within  the  indurated 
part,  which  could  not  easily  be  distended,  whenever  the  vein  be« 
came  pr^ematuraDy  turgid,  the  nerve  was  compressed  betweefl 
its  parietes  and  the  internal  surface  of  the  induration,  and  that 
consequently  the  symptoms  were  connected  with  this  state  of  th6 
part.  He  observes,  that  the  paroxysms  of  pain  wefe  etdted 
by  every  thing  that  accelerated,  or  otherwise  disturbed  the  cii'- 
etilation  of  the  blood,  whether  applied  to  the  induration,  or  a& 
fecting  the  general  system,  as  all  strong  exertions  of  the  muscles^ 
External  impuli^e,  or  mental  commotion ;  and  he  adds,  that  it  is 
highf^  probable,  that  the  portion  of  vein  which  passed  through 
the  tumor,  was  unusually  distended  with  blood  at  the  time  of 
the  paroxysm ;  for j  upon  these  occasions,  the  morbid  surface 
became  redder  than  common,  and  the  tumor  was  Sensibly  ele* 
rated. 

The  fact*,  on  which  he  forms  thi*  theoretical  explanation,  of  a 
portion  of  a  vein  and  of  a  nerve  being  •♦  completely  indnded 
within  the  tinnor,  ^  he  thinks  proved,  by  his  having  found,  after 
the  exfoliation  of  the,  eschar,  a  portion  of  the  vena  sapbena  ma- 
jor, and  of  that  branch  of  the  crurni  nerve  which  accompanies  it, 
hanging  down  at  the  superior  part  of  the  sore  j  for  he  allows, 
that  thd  indurated  part  having  been  destroyed  by  a  caustic,  ft 
was  not  in  his  power  to  examine  its  internal  structure,  so  as  to 
discover  the  true  nature  of  the  morbid,  alteration.    Now  the  ap^ 

VOL.  viii.  M0»  32.  £  e 


4M         Mr  Wood  on  Paivffii  SiJbeuimneom  T^JberOe.        Oct* 

pearonce  of  a  portion  of  vm  and  of  nerve  in  the  sore^  after  the 
.exfoliation,  does  not  appear  to  me  conclusure  evideqpe  that  these 
were  actually  **  included  completely  within  the  tumor ;  ^'  as  exact* 
ly  the  same  appearances  would  have  presented  themselves,  if  the 
vein  and  nerve  had  bren  merely  situated  in  the  neighbourhood 
.of  the  tumor,  to  one  side  or  otner  of  it,  provided  they  were  near 
enough  to  be  within  reach  of  the  caustic  On  the  whole,  this 
theoretical  q>eculation  appears  to  me  more  remarkable  for  its  in- 

Snuity  than  for  its  accuracy,  as,  neither  from  the  situation  of 
e  tubercles,  nor  from  the  appearances  met  with  in  examining 
tliem  after  they  have  been  removed  from  the  body,  have  I  had 
the  least  reason  to  suspect  any  such  venous  connexion.  That 
ihe  disease  is  intimately  connected  with  the  nervous  system^  I 
think  there  can  be  little  doubt,  from  its  symptoms ;  but  I  con- 
.oeive  that  more  frequent  and  more  accurate  examinations  of  the 
structure  of  the  morbid  part  are  still  wanting,  to  enable  us  to 
ascertain  in  what  way  the  connexion  is  formed.  In  the  same 
letter,  Mr  Pearson  mentions  his  having  seen  another  case  veiy 
much  resembling  that  above  describeaT  The  tubercle  was  si- 
tuatdl  at  the  posterior  part  of  the  1^  of  a  female»  near  the  be- 
ginning of  the  tendo- Achillis.  In  this  case  Mr  Pearson  suspects 
that  the  tumor  may  be  connected  with  the  vena  saphena  minor, 
and  that  consequently  it  may  include  or  compress  a  small  branch 
of  the  sciatic  nerve ;  but,  as  he  could  not  render  the  cutaneous^ 
veins  of  die  leg  turgid  by  moderate  pressures  its  exact  situation 
was  not  ascertained. 

I  have  now  communicated  all  the  information  which  I  have 
yet  been  able  to  collect  with. regard  to  this  singular  affection, 
which^  from  the  number  of  cases  now  on  record,  I  think  we  are 
entitled  to  consider  as  a  distinct  species  of  tumor,  at  least  until 
its  real  natmre  be  ascertained ;  and  I  should  be  disposed  to  retain 
the  name  which  I  have  ventured  to  give  it,  of  Pain^  SubaUane* 
ous  Tuberdef  as  bang  expnessive  of  the  seat  of  the  disease,  and 
of  its  principal  symptom^  while  it  does  not  involve  any  theoreti- 
cal opinion  as  to  its  true  nature.  It  would  appear  from  tiie  cases 
published,  that  it  is  a  disease  to  which  both  sexes  are  liable,  but 
that  it  occurs  much  more  frequently  in  females  than  in  males  ;— 
of  18  eases  which  I  have  been  aide  to  collect,  14  were  met  with 
in  females^  two  in  males,  and  in  two  cases  the  sex  of  the  patient 
is  not  mentioned. 

The  disease  luckily  admits  of  a  safe  and  simple  remedy,  viz. 
extirpation  by  the  knife,  which  ought,  in  all  eases,  to  be  prefer- 
Ted  to  tl>e  application  of  caustic,  as  being  a  much  less  paintul 
operation,  and  procuring  a  much  more  speedy  cure.  By  the 
account  of  both  Dr  Uissct  and  Mr  Pearson,  tlie  appllcatiou  ^i 
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csostf c  to  the  tuberde  prodoeet,  for  a  gooA  raaay  minnteit  tfus 
m^fit  excmdaUnff  torture ;  and,  in  Mr  Fearson's  case,  the  sore 
^aa  not  completdy  healed  till  aeven  wedu  after  the  applintioa 
of  the  caustic. 

Hamwef  Sir^eit  Jugua  1810. 
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A  Case  tf  Purpura  Hemorrhagia. .  By  Thomas  Jefi^rets,  M.  D« 
one  of  the  Physicians  of  the  Dispensary  and  Feyer-Hospital^ 
Liverpool. 

IjUrARCH  17|  1818.— A  citptain  o^  a  Swedish  merchantman^ 
•>»X  aged  40^  of  a  robust  habit,  rather  of  ati  ittitaUe  temper, 
iftod  ranch  inured  to  hardshipi  a|)plied  to  roe  for  an  effusion  of 
apots  of  a  logwood  colour,  prohisel;^  sprinkled  upon  Lis  arms, 
tnighs,  and  some  on  his  body,  difiiering  in  siae  frotn  that  of  a 
pin-head  to  a  pea ;  the  same  also  appeared  on  hia  lips»  and  with- 
in his  mouth,  one  of  which  was  as  large  as  a  horse-b^n,  elevat- 
ed and  qx>ngy,  but  free  from  pain:  .His  gums  occasionally  bleed; 
no  fever  I  his  appetite  and  spirits  are  good :  He  has  been  the 
aubject  of  these  symptoms,  more  or  less^  for  several  weeks,  and 
iias  used  different  local  remedies  by  the  advice  of  a  physician^ 
who»  with  himself^  supposed  them  connected  with  a  syphilitic 
taint ;  he  has  repeatedly  had  epistaads  to  a  great  extent,  and  it 
has  annoyed  him  in  travelling  from  HuU  to  this  town. 

The  case  at  first  appeared  so  trivial,  that  1  had  little  doubt  of 
ita  yielding  to  nitric  acid^  as  I  had  often  experienced  |  and  I  di- 
rected two  drachms  to  be  taken  in  eight  ounces  of  deeoction  of 
bark,  withm  that  and  the  following  day*  On  the  19t1i,  be  call- 
ed to  say  he  was  much  better.  The  tonle  evening,  howeter^  I 
was  requested  to  see  him,  when  I  found  him  conuriaining  of  head- 
teiii  drowsiness,  sliffht  chilliness,  anorexia,  and  restless  anxiety^ 
Puke  100,  and  full;  tongue  clean ;  belly  bounds 

The  difficulty  of  getting  him  bled,  togethet  with  my  own 
doubts  of  its  propriety,  easily  reconciled  me  to  postpone  it  for 
the  night;  and  i  wad  content  to  order  iive  grains  of  the  sub* 
muriate  of  mercury^  and  five  of  antimonial  powder,  in  a  pill,  ta 
be  taken  immediately,  with  a  brisk  saline  cathartic,  as  early  as 
tN>s8ible  in  the  morning. 

£e2 
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€0cli.-^*lniy6ic  duty  operated  once  j  nxni  mboiit  fi^  oVIocIl  dm 
morntngy  be  wat  seiaed  with  episUxis,  whicli  has  confikmeil  wilh* 
out  Intermismn  for  five  hown  \  during  wbiek  be  caimet  have 
lo8t  less  than  two  pounds  of  bloody  which  has  rmJcrtd  him 
weak,  palei  and  sallow.  Pulse  100,  not  s^  fW.  He  was  im- 
mediately  bled  to  |xyj.  which,  with  the  aid  of  refrigerants,  sood 
Btopt  the  haemorrhage ;  and  I  now  kamt  he  had  been  much  m 
the  habit  of  voieseetion,  coMawMntly  had  appfisd  to  an  apo- 
thecary a  few  days  previously,  wno  had  bled  him  largely,  with 
reMef. 

]g»  Magnesie  sulphat.  §i. 

Inftts.  rose  f|viij.    M.  capkt.  cochL  iij.  magna  Stia 
quaq.  bora. 
In  the  evening,  he  was  better ;  no  epistaxisi  and  no  stooL 
^  Pulv.  antimoniat.  ffr.  vi. 

Pulv.  folior.  digital,  gr.  i. 

.  Hydrarg.  submuriat  fft.  iij. 

Symp.  q.  $.  ft.  piluhs  hora  deenbitfis  suroenchp. 
91  St. — Only  four  triflinff  stools ;  some  retmn  of  the  beadach, 
succeeded  by  epistasis,  iraicb  vinegar  and  water  externally  ap-- 
pUed  soon  stopped.  Tongue  loaded;  pulse  100,  not  fuB.  The 
mti.  spots  on  his  thighs  are  yerj  painful ;  those  of  his  month 
and  arms  ai^  less  evioeni.  The  orrfice  where  he  was  first  bled 
threatens  a  formidable  inflammation  of  the  same  livid  colour^ 
extending  several  inches.  The  Mood  drawn  yesterday  shows  wtn 
inflammatory  bufi*  on  its  snrfiice,  at  least  an  inch  and  a  hdf  in 
thickness,  firm,  and  yellow,  far  exceecfing  any  thing  I  ever  saw 
in  the  most  acute  case  of  pneumonia  or  rheumatism,  but  not  at 
all  cupped ;  in  fact,  the  whole  serum  looks  Uke  a  corrupted  coat 
of  coagulable  Ivmph :  the  crassamentum  appeared  in  a  very  dis^ 
solved  state,  ot  nearly  a  blnck  colour,  and  much  less  in  rHativt 

auantity  than  usual.  The  bleeding  reduced  his  pul^e,  and  evid- 
ently relieved  him,  but  was  followed  by  the  most  aloiming  syn* 
cope  and  convulsions.  Petechias  no  better ;;  ecchymosis  amd  vi* 
bices  appear  on  his  thighs,  and  the  inflammation  of  his  ara^ex* 
tends. 

Iterum  mittatdr  Fanguis  i  brachio  ad  fxiv. 
]g;»  Pub.  antimon.  gr.  xvii). 
Pulv.  fol.  digitaL  ^.  vi. 
Confect.  roscc  canm.  q.  s.  ft.  pil.  vi. 
Capiat,  i.  4ta.  quaq.  bora,  e  cochL  iij.  magnis  mixturse  sc 

quentis. 
5»  Liquor,  ammon.  acetat.  fjiij. 
Syrup,  althaeas  f  §i. 
Aq,  mentb.  virid.  f^iv.    Mv 


md.--Is  mutiireitty  better,  us  «tinced  bj  ti»e  puiM'bting  90^ 
and  not  so  fuU;  eccbjmom  |Miier)  beily  open,  Although  Che 
toogti^  b  »tHl  Iottd«d  with  a  ireiiowMi^wfaite  lisr.    Cont«  medic 

fi9d.-*->His  medidtiis  neiiner  nauteatc  nor  act  uoon  tl>e  skin) 
«oine  v«it]f^,  and  epiitnxis,  but  of  incomidtrftm  extent  and 
ifemtioli  $  vibieeB  on  the  thf]^»  very  painftil,  and  pit  on  pressure, 
thou^  of  paler  colour.  Itiflammatioci  tX  his  arm  is  saf^rating. 
Puke  HO,  end  folL  CrAves  much  for  bis  usad  diet  of  salt*beef. 
Admoveantur  kimdines  sex,  ftmoiri  dextr.  et  4b«s  siniat 

Applicetur  etiam  catapliismit  com*  hraclMO. 
Contin.  mistur a  et  piiuhe. 
]g»  Infus.  sennae  f fiijss. 
Tinct.  sennm  1  met  jalap.  55  fSi^ 
Potass,  tartarisat  |68«     M.    Capiat  of«fie  dilucvlo  dl- 
toudiam,  k  rept  4ti8  hotis,  nisi  prius  pfene  res^n^ 
dent  alms. 
24th.<-^Fain  and  sweUing  of  his  thighs  gneatl^  rdiered,  and 
-pBs  is  fi^edy  discharged  from  the  orifice  of  bleeding  in  his  arm ; 
complains  of  i^gors^  dUd  no  effect  from  the  physic ;  epistaxis  re- 
turned, and  in  an  hoar  he  lost  nbont  half  a  pint  of  blood ;  an 
erythema  coven  one  side  oi  his  nose;  pttise  $0^  fatJMi*  ftill  j 
tongue  nearly  natural. 

]gb  Mfagnes^  siilphat.  $i« 
Infos  sennse  f  Jvij. 
Pnhr.  rad.  jalap.  3ij.« 

Tinct  sennse  f  31.  M.  ft.  mistnra  de  qua  snmantiir 
oocfal.  ii}.  magnee  Stia  qu&q.  bora  donee  soiuta  fuerH 
ahrus.  Iterum  fiat  V.  8.  id  ^xi> 
•  45th.-^Tbe  mixture  was  nearly  all  taken  before  it  operated 
t>riskly  I  no  rigors  or  epistaxis ;  erjrthema  of  the  nose  extend* 
ing;  vibices  on  the  thigh  swelled  and  painful;  pulse  iK);  feels 
weak,  but  inclined  for  foodi  and  brul^  is  allowed.  The  blood 
drawn  yesterday  exhibits  fft^isely  the  same  appearance  as  be*- 
fore  described. 

Cont  mistur.  liq.  ammon.  aoet*  etpH.  amim. etdimt  Capiat 
mister,  purgan.  eras  mane,  donee  purgatur  iSvns,     Im- 
ponantur  cataplasmas  liquor,  plumbi  acetat;  madid®  ^ 
•    mortbus,  et  brachio« 
26th. — Was  purged  briskly  this  morning,  and  a  Auctuation  is 
•felt  tn  both  thighs,  although  Obscure  and  deep,  each  being  great- 
ly increased  iti  size ;  the  skin  is  still  very  lirid,  and  inflamed  to 
the  extent  of 'several  inches;  inflamed  nose  no  better;  tongue 
loaded  and  dry ;  some  thirst ;  skki  cool ;  pulse  80,  and  still 
^  throbbing. 

Protinus  fiat  V«  S.  ad  Sxivn    Fi^lse  afterwards  72,  and  fol* 
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lowed,  as  xmuif  by  tynoope  and  cravdnow  $  the  blood  appem 
«B  before.    Contui.  piluL  et  ceta^esoMe. 

27th*— Erythema  of  the  note  gone  i  tmor  of  the  right  thigh 
foft  md  fluctuatingy  thai  of  the  left  slightly  aof  tongue  dean; 
no  thint ;  aome  appetite ;  belly  regolar  i  puhe  84  and  fuIL 
Contin.  mistur*  et  pUafai^.    Rept  miit  poig.  €n$  naaae  ad 
5tiam  Ticeni.    Apfriy  simple  poultioes  to  the  thighs. 
fiSth.— Thighs  as  yesterday ;  pulse  90.    Fiat  V.  &  ad  fw. 
|>ulse  afterwards  72.    Omittantur  mistum  et  pilokr. 
]^  Liquor  ammon.  acet.  fjiij. 
Tlnct.  npii  gutt.  gtt.  xl. 
Liquor  antim.  tart,  f  5iij. 

Aq.  menth.  virid.  fjivss.  M*  Ca(Hat  ooohL  ii|.  ou^ps 
4ta*qq.  h<nra« 
fiOth.-— Abscesses  suppurating  i  that  of  the  rq^ht  thigh  much 
increased  in  size  and  softness ;  that  of  the  left  leas  ao  in  propor* 
iion  y  pulse  100;  tongue  whites  belly  r^ular,    G>nt  medic. 

The  state  of  the  tongue  and  puke*  being  supposed  to  be  ooop 
nected  with  the  formation  of  matter,  either  from  irritation  or  ahr 
aorptiouy  or  both,  bleeding  was  deferred  at  this  visit 

SOth. — Had  much  vertigo  and  delirium  in  thenightt  and  was 
Ibund  out  of  bed  on  the  floor  this  morning,  although  he  had  only 
^ken  one  dose  of  his  mixture ;  puke  90 ;  toi^ue  clean. 

Both  abscesses  were  opened  this  day,  and  discharged  fireely 
well  digested  pus,  aocoapanied  by  a  profuse  haemorrhage  fo  the 
iDXtent  of  friij.  $  stopped  only  by  syncope*  and  was  with  diflknl- 
ty  afterwards  suppressed  by  compresses  made  wet  with  refiige- 
.  rants  and  pressure  by  bandage ;  m  fiict,  such  waa  the  tenuity  of 
the  bipod,  and  tendency  tp  hpemorrhage,  ihati  I  am  convinced, 
the  slightest  punctur^^,  ather  wt^  a  lancet  or  needlfj  would 
|iave  been  followed  by  a  continued  stream  of  blood. 

Papiat  pulv.  alumin.  et  pnlv.  gr  kino  aa  ^i.  in  qiiovis  eras- 
so,  et  f  bcbL  ig.  magnis  mhi^tf^  seqiient. 
]^  Decoct,  cincbon.  f  Jv. 
.  Liquor*  ammpn,  acetat.  f |iij.    M. 
Slst-^Tbe  lifmnjarrha^  did  not  retiim ;  he  had  a  gCHDd  n^t 
and  is  better*  although  his  pulse  is  stlU  1 10 1  tdngne  toided,  luid 
pelly  bound.    Omitu  mist,  et  pulveres.    C)apia|  mistiir*  piirgao. 
f  |iss.  4tis  horis  donee  alvus  exoneretun 
April  1st.— Mixture  opersted  weU;  complains  of  weakness} 

1>ul8e  8f,  rather  full { tongiie  loaded  and  rough;  soaiedeliriuiDi 
ittle  or  no  discharge  from  the  ah^cesa  of  the  right  thigb,  and 
|hat  of  tl)e  left  quite  healed  up,  but  remains  swelled  anfl  M^' 
}]lepet.  mistur.  cinchonas  et  liquor  amm*  aceU 
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*    fd.— 4SM|{lit  epbunii,  Irae  vhibh  wm  mmh  slopped  by  reftige- 
ranto  to  the  nose.    Cont.  niiet. 

9d.— Ne  mtterial  dHmge^  exoept  that  of  hit  again  feqairing 
the  piirgiiii;  nixtare. 

4th. — Riffikt  ihifjtk  wery  painfiiU  swdled,  and  ioflamed  round 
the  orMke,  fviiich  u  filled' wkh  a  dark-coloured  fungu;),  dUcharg- 
fng  a  gramotw  ichor:  palte  100{  much  tbrobbiflf( ;  headach  ex- 
cited a«d  increaMd  by  the  sligbteBt  exertion  s  belly  «tiU  bound. 

Rept.  miBtura  purgana  at  antea.  Apply  a  saturnine  poultice 
to  the  thigh. 

5di. — On  remoTiog  the  poultioci  the  discharge  had  a  gangre* 
nous  fetor,  and  the  orifice  was  much  distended  bv  a  puffy  or 
bladder-like  fungus,  which  being  slightly  punctured,  discharged 
a  bloody  ichor  for  several  hours,  with  reUef  to  the  pain ;  pulse 
i  10,  smaller  and  of  an  irriubie  fed. 

GsfNot  pnk.  cincbonsB  loco  misturae.    Continue  the  poul- 
tioes. 

6th.— 'Fetid  discharge  very  profuse  but  less  offensive,  and  the 
fiingiis  IB  separating;  puke  96 ;  tongue  dean.  I  now  find  he 
omitted  his  bark  mixture  for  two  days  pvevio^s  to  the  gangrer 
notts  appearanee  of  the  thigh. 

On>.  pulv,  cincbonsB  ex  mistnra  salina  commun*  eras  maaa» 
Kepet.  mistur.  purgans  more  soKto* 

7th. — A  slough  as  large  as  a  walnnt  caqae  away  with  the  poul* 
tioe  this  morning,  and  heahhy  granulationa  appear  sprouting  be- 
low; appetite.b^ter;  piilseOS;  tongue  rather  foul;  is  weak  and 
fretflii,  and  Ills  belly  is  still  costive^ 

Repet.  mistiir.  purgans.  Capiat  etiam  pulv,  einchon.  ex  lacte. 
From  this  period  until  the  S4Ui  of  April  he  continued  to  reco^ 
ver,  by  lakmg  vegetable  tonics,  and  occasional  cathartics,  when 
he  wps  again  attacked  with  headach,  palpitation  of  the  heart, 
aod  internal  pik»,  for  which  a  setnn  was  inserted  in  the  back  of 
his  neck,  digitalis  given  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  gentle  lax« 
atives,  without  any  apparent  good  effect,  until  the  2^ih.  The 
puke  was  now  1 10,  strong  apd  foil;  he  was  again  bled  to  5xiv. 
which  had  precisely  the  same  appearance  as  has  been  stated  at 
the  height  of  his  disease  ;-!*-if  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  in  the 
iQoat  of  baSy  coagoht^  lymph  being  thicker,  and  the  coagulum 
less  and  darker.  Countenance  stUl  sallow,  and  oft^n  mistaken 
for  jaundice  by  \^i$  accjuain^ance;  is  nervous  and  weak,  but  walks 
out  daily.  I  directed  him  to  take  the  tfnct.  m|iriat.  ferri,  and  bis 
aeton  was  kept  open  until  the  9th  of  Mar,  under  the  direction  of 
Mr  Thomas;  and,  although  I  am  not  satisfied'  that  tiie  latter 
was  of  any  material  advantage,  we  considered  him  convuicbcen(. 
6uch  are  the  facts  relative  to  this  case,  which  to  mc  were  both 


M0         SrJrfSngrVirai^^Aqnm^^ft^^  Otf^ 

iioi^  Mid  ivtemdiig;  wd  •khMgh  Ite  tftttiMit  nai  tenuu- 
tion  has  proved  saccessfuji,  I  am  awar^  ibat  a  doubt  migbi  eziat^ 
whether  it  mey  not  ba  cosfiidcrpd  a^  a  um  of  fifcorbuuia  pelecbi- 
alls  rather  than  purpura.— -Be  this,  howeveri  aa  it  inay*  1  am  U9^ 
f  nuoas  to  pontend  for  noac^gical  dk^seiiaiif  bq  piucb  ^a  i 


Ij  to  comipuiiicate  an  iastauca  of  the  propHetyi  if  not  P<P#»'ty> 
of  venesactiouy  in  ^  dioeasaof  apparent  dabibtv*  wrYiogt  at  th« 
same  time,  to  add  a  «oUtary  example  to  the  afaie  revaerka  of  Dc 
Parry  and  Dr  Bi»temai]»  in  the  5tb  and  6tb  Voluoie  of  tbia  Jour- 
Hal,  where  the  former  observes,  **  That  there  can  be  little  doubf 
pf  this  being  a  case  of  active  bc^UHNrrbagy*"  aiid  tbelaMaer,  *'  That 
it  certainly  tends  to  throw  a  doubt  upon  our  tbooi^ies  leboive  to 
^uch  petechial  elSusions. " 

The  leading  point*  ip  this  caae»  whieb  wpeei^  to  me  mos( 
Worthy  of  nouce,  were,  1st,  Tbe  Mfeme  oetnlityi  U^\yf  The 
evident  phlogistic  diathesis,  deoittdii^,^  and  ra^ie^ed  by»  vener 
section;  and,  Sdly,  The  appearance  of  the  blood  beii^ precisely 
the  same  at  a  period  when  coqsparative  b^etth  was  resioccd, 
proving  that  a  deficiency  of  rfd  g)obiile8»  and  a  discbaige  of 
gluten  still  esfistedt  upon  whieb,  w«  ve^  told  by  ^  Parry,  tha 
strength  greatly  depends;  consequently  we  are  to  infery  that  tbe 
predisposing  causes  of  hfefldorrbegy  are  not  al^ya  tboae  of  ple- 
thora, and  that  there  eertainly  ^kited,  is  this  inslanrp^  a  great 
Mant  of  energy  to  propel  the  fluids  to  the  9uvfiiee,  eifixi^  by  his 
dry  skin,  and  yellow  or  saUow  countenance^  whidb  latter  bad  tbe 
aame  appearand  the  surface  of  t{ie  blood  presented,  for  «t  least 
a  period  of  two  months  afterwards^  so  that  an  ordinary  o^erver 
would  suppose  be  laboured  UJoder  jaundice,  altboHgh  1  aeivrer 
could  trace  the  ^lightest  affection  of  tbe  Uvav;  aad*  evaa  at  the 
date  of  this,  some  slight  remain*  are  obeaFyahiet  akhoiigh  he  ia, 
JB  every  other  respect,  in  perfect  healtliu 

Liverpool^  August  2(UAp  19i& 
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Cctses  of  a  peeuUar  Disease  of  the  Testis^  wM  Oimvatiims  t^etm. 
By  Thomas  Little,  M.  D.  I-iccmiate  of  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons  in  Ireland,  and  Surgeon  of  the  Nprth  Mayo  Re- 
giment of  Militia. 

A  LTHOUGH  the  communication  of  the  following  cases  affords 
^  nothing  of  originality,  it  will  be  found^  notwidistaniding,  to 
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be  sooewbat  iNnpfl»  tnd  oaoAtmmg,  as  ttdoes,  ttie  experienca  of 
otbarty  (a  emsmnita&oe  fixings  in  my  bamUe  eoiiG6ptioii»  a  d^rea 
of^vaiiie  an  the  infannalion  k  affords) ,  it  cannot  &it  to  impress  the 
puind  of  the  furaelitioBer  with  a  correct  idea  of  the  nature  and 
treatneDtadajpted  to  the  removal  of  adiaease)  which  baS|  I  believe| 
in  too  many  in8tatioes»  been  combated  bf  not  only  a  severe  and 
^uel,  bnt  also  a  daoffcrous  operation*  *  I  mnst  not,  however,  be 
HndcfBlood  as  considering  the  operation  of  castration  so  esscn* 
tiaUy  dangerous  to  life  as  to  deter  ns  from  resorting  to  it,  in 
leases  vbm  inevitable  necessity  exists,  bnt  having  seen  more 
than  onoe  eseeedingly  distresaing  cmiseqaenoes  attend  its  per« 
fonnance,  I  ^ould  feel  but  little  disposed  to  urge  it,  where,  as 
svill  afAear,  a  rnnch  more  simple  akemative  can  be  adopted.  ^ 

f  Mr  Lawrence  is  the  only  writer,  as  far  as  my  research  car* 
ries  me,  who  baa  noticed  this  dbeaae,  and  that  it  is  unknown  to 
inany,  and  those  surgeons  of  much  experience,  throughout  Ire* 
land,  ia  equally  true,  as  oral  communications  have  fuiiy  assured 
me^  As  to  th!a  parallel  ca^es  on  record,  or,  as  Mr  Lawrence 
^aUsibeoit  ^^bgaringsUM  atuUf^t/f"  I  cannot  consider  diem  at 
fiU  simiiart  if  weeoccept  uose  of  j:  ^{abatier  and  i\  Bertrandi  f  and 
even  those  bear  ao  veiy  little  similarity  as  to  form  no  rule  where^ 
py  futtupe  fnractstioners  may  be  gnided.  If,  then,  by  a  know^ 
Mge  of.  the  result  of  tiie  cases,  as  rebted  by  Mr  Lawrence,  and 
of  thaae  which  I  ahail  now  have  to  addoee,  an  operation  of  so 
sesefe*  nalnce  aa  castratiott  appears  to  me  to  be,  can  be  avoided, 
aaoch  advotay  must  accrue,  and  I  shall  feet,  that  in  eliciting  a 
recooaideratkm  of  the  subject,  I  have  not  been  idly  or  un* 
profitably  engaged*  The  first  cf  the  following  cases  occurred, 
as  wilt,  appear  by  the  narration,  some  time  since ;  but,  as  I  did 
not  .thil»k  a  aohlary  case  of  snfBcient  importance  to  attract  atten« 
Mon,  J  laid  by  the  reports  as  taken  at  the  time,  till  further  ex^ 
perimoe  might  add  weight  to  the  inferences  to  be  drawn  from 
fbeir  results. 

^  *  I  recollect  tbs  case  of  a  man  of  the  name  of  Ferny,  now  a  pr^ 
vate  in  ttite  25ch  foot,  on  whom  the  oper^dcn  was  performed  by  die 
late  Mr  M'Evoy  of  DubliQ,  (in  presence  of  Pr  Hartigao,  the  Fio* 
fessor  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery  in  the  University),  in  his  usoal  cor** 
rect  and  skilful  manner  ;  notwithstanding  the  patient  with  difficulty 
recorered  from  the  perilous  situation,  to  which,  bj  incessant  and 
profuse  hamorrha^e,  he  was  reduced.  The  spermatic  artery  was 
torrecdf  included  in  the  ligature,  and  the  haemorrhage  proceeded 
from  the  general  wounded  surface. 

•   t  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  15,  p.  257. 
.   t  Memoiues  de  T Academic,  torn.  v. 
i  Memoires  de  T  Academie,  torn,  til 
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Case  I.-*-*John  Coffins,  m  rapNtiiik  fehner  living  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Newcastle,  county  of  Lhnerick,  ist  28,  of  strong 
robust  make,  and,  previous  to,  Ae  occunrenoe  erf"  this  disease,  ct 
|{eiu)ral  good  health,  io  the  month  of  August  1809,  consulted  noe 
on  the  subject  of  an  ulceration  of  the  right  testicle,  under  whidi 
he  had  laboured  for  the  last  fourteen  months,  arinng,  aa  he 
stated,  from  an  hurt  he  fecetTed,  by  having  the  testicle  bruised 
by  a  fall  on  the  pommel  of  a  saddle,  in  a  plunge  of.  bis  horses 
After  the  occurrence  of  the  accident,  the  testicle  inflamed  vio- 
lentlv  I  but  the  inflanmatton,  after  a  short  time,  was  discussed 
by  the  constant  use  of  cold  satmnine  applications  and  a  rigid 
antiphlogistic  treatment 

He  was  not  long,  however,  permitted  to  enjoy  the  hope  of 
being  perfSsctly  freed  from  the  consequences  of  the  injury  he 
had  received  ;  for  a  repurrence  of  pain  deep-seated  in  the  testist 
and  so  excessive  as  to  produce  nausea,  ana  even  syncope  itself^ 
warned  him  of  the  approaching  eviL  The  body  of  the  testis 
now  became  enlarged  and  hardened  i  inflammation  had  risen  to 
serious  height,  and  matter  forming  between  the  tegumoit  and 
lestis,  spontaneously  discharged  itself  exaoly  at  that  point  whm 
We  apply  the*  trocar  in  the  qwration  for  nydrooale,  affording 
considerable,  na^^  entire  relief  from  pain  and  aymptonatic  tefver. 
In  the  course  of  liie  ninth  or  tenth  aay  from  the  bursting  of  this 
abscess,  at  which  time  the  opening  appeared  florid,  and  diqiosed 
to  heal,  (the  testis  still  remaining  irrMili^  hardened  and  en- 
Jarged),  a  fungous  growth  issued  fertn.  The  apolhecaiy  who 
attended  having  in  view  the  destruction  of  it  by  caustic  applica- 
tions, rubbed  it  repeatedly  with  the  sulphas  cunri,  dressing  it 
with  the  unguentum  acetitiscupri,  and  occasionally  with  the  un» 
guentum  hydrarg.  nitrat  making  use  of  cold  saturnine  appli- 
oations  constantly  to  the  body  3[  the  testis  itself  i  but  in  vain 
did  he  attempt  to  repress  this  growth,  which,  unlike  the  fungus 
arising  from  other  luxuriant  Secretions,  was  hard  and  incom- 
pressible, affording,  when  attempted  to  be  pressed  between  the 
^ger  and  thumb,  the  same  sensation  as  th^it  arising  from  com- 
pression of  the  testis.  From  this  time  to  that  in  which  he  con« 
eulted  me,  it  apparently  continued  to  increase  in  sixe,  until  it  be- 
came so  large  as  a  large  apple,  or  until  its  diameter  might  have 
been  about  three  inches  and  an  half  $  the  shape  somewhat  py- 
riform ;  the  base  placed  next  to  the  testicle,  with  a  small  neck, 
the  diameter  of  w|iich  might  be  an  inch  and  half,  but«  to  inspect 
which,  it  required  to  push  aside  the  base  of  the  tumor,  else,  at  a 
superncial  view,  it  would  seem  to  have  a  broad  attachment  to 
the  testicle:  the  ulcerated  surface  was  of  course  consideraUe, 
wA  the  discharge  large  in  guautity,  but  more  viscid  and  mucpus 
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tban  M  asuaL  Alllioorii  I  undcntood  from  the  pttient  himself 
that  the  growth  could  by  no  meuis  be  represi^  by  caustic  ap« 
plicatkMi%  as  he  oonaidered  a  Mr  trial  bad  already  been  given 
theoH  yet*  as  the  method  adopted  appeared  to  me  Air  iirom  the 
moat  active^  I  did  conceive  that  a  nnore  effectual  use  might  be 
made  of  the  same  means,  and  urged,  in  consequence,  a  renewal 
of  their  use. 

I  began  with  the  nitras  hydr.  ruber,  which  I.  sprinkled  over 
the  whole  surfiice  of  the  tumor  ewrv  morning,  during  six  or  sei* 
ven  successive  dajrsy  covering  it  witti  drv  lint,  with  an  external 
dressing  of  the  white  cerate.  Finding,  nuwever,  that  although 
a  daily  eschar  was  separated  from  the  funsos,  there  was  still  no 
ground  (gained  as  to  the  ultimate  removal  of  the  tumor,  while 
much  pam  and  irritation  were  produced,  I  determined  on  resort^ 
ing  to  the  nitras  argenti,  as  likely,  by  its  more  powerful  escfaaro* 
tic  action,  to  remove  a  greater  quantity,  and,  by  more  rapidly 
subduifltt  diseased  action,  to  produce  less  nervous  irritation  and 
pain.  £i  the  hope  of  its  greater  efficacy,  I  was,  however,  de« 
ceived,  and,  after  some  time,  I  felt  inclined  to  fly  to  the  a]<l  of 
operaiive  surgery,  which,  tfaaMig^  so  often  a  source  of  infinite 
benefit,  should,  in  every  case^  be  oonsidered  a  dernier  ressort,  or»» 
ly  to  be  empioved  in  cases  of  the  most  imperative  nec^essity^  At 
tbia  mooMnt  tnc  Fifteenth  Number  of  the  Edinburgh  Medical 
asxl  Surgical  Journal  feH  into  my  handsi  in  which  I  found  the 
communication  of  Mr  Lawrence^  the  statement  of  ivhose  cases  ia 
given  with  aucli  a  degree  of  perspicuity,  and  whose  practicct 
guided  by  a  iu6t  and  rational  view  of  the  nature  of  the  disease^ 
waa  attaadecf  witk  such  decidedly  advantageous  results,  as  caiw 
not  fail  to  impress  the  reader  with  a  sense  €^  his  accurate  obser« 
valioQi  and  induce  the  practitioner  to  follow  his  guidance* 

lidEf  conclusions  previous  to  the  reading  of  Mr  Lawrence's  va- 
luable caaes,  drawn  from  the  nature  of  the  disease,  **  as  to  its 
consisting  in  original  inflammation  of  die  body  of  die  testis,  and 
a  consequent  ukeradon  of  die  external  temiment,  when,  the 
proper  coat  of  the  testis  becoming  ruptured,  the  body  of  the 
glaod  protruded,  and  being  then  exposied,  gave  rise  to  the  hard 
langous  enlargement  of  the  prolapsed  part,  *'  were  exactly  similar 
to  his;  and,  although  in  the  use  of  escfaarotics,  it  appears  that 
jny  success  was  not  equal  to  that  stated  in  his  cases,  still  I  waa 
revolving  in  my  mind  the  propriety  of  the  adoption  of  excision  of 
the  protruding  part,  its  removal  by  iigalure,  or  the  entire  removal 
dP  the  testis  by  castradon,  as  a  more  decisively  effectual  remedy, 
llie  pendulous  state  of  the  tumor,  its  narrow  neck,  and  great 
rascularitvi  would  seem  to  render  the  removal  by  ligature  th^ 
jiipst,  preferable;  but^  ^  ]  knew  of  no  preo^le^t  to  sanction  the 
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«{ipfic«tion  of  8  l^iiture  tomMitof  ttieghmd  ilseK;,  atid  feuxng 
'  tftat  kmgHxmtinu^  conridernir  ptin  might  atceiid  its  use  to  the 
Arst  inntanccs  and  that,  in  aM  {irobsbiKty,  ttMsam^dispoiHiaato 
ftnigoiw  growth  Might  reproduoe  the  dMcftte,  after  die  ffeawnl 
•fa  part  of  the  ghuid,  thm  rettderin^  a  wtem  i^eaedy  at  iaa 
but  BugatoTf,  I  beflitatid  as  to  the  hue  I  ibodd  adopt— Mr 
Lawrence's  cases,  however,  set  my  doubts  at  rest,  and  on  the 
'  \%ih  Siptj^l  applied  a  stfong  waasMi  sUk  Kgatni^  romid  ibe 
Beck  of  the  tumor,  drawing  it  as  tigbf  as  I  eonvenietitljr  cmdJi 
arithout  absolutely  cutting  through  the  substance  of  it.  Tbe 
gorface,  before  florid,  began  now  to  h)ok  livid,  and  foil  of  bkxxi, 
which  oosed  from  it  at  difibrcnt  points.  I  appHed  a  soperfieial 
dressing  over  all,  had  him  put  to  bed,  and  an  opiate  adminisier* 
ed,  as  he  complained  of  violent  pain  shooting  up  akuig  the  to 
of  the  spermatic  nerves  to  the  kidneys. 

The  pain  during  the  night  was  oonsulerable,  rind,  on  examhh 
ing  the  tumor  on  the  following  morning,  it  kKsked  evidemlv  si 
if  the  circulation  had  been  so  fiur  arrested  as  to  haaten  fast  m 
progress  to  decay. 

19/A.— llie  ligature  feelhig  somewhat  toose,  I  rensoved  it, 
applying  another,  which  1  df«w  as  tight  ak  possible,  and  fevtxt 
that  it  reduced  th^  diameter  of  the  nedc  of  the  tinnorlM>  leas  than 
one  inch.    On  tbe 

22i/» — Finding  this  second  ligature  loose,  I  weighed  tbe  pro- 
priety of  finishing  the  removal  oy  the  knife,  which  waa  eftcted 
with  very  slight  heemorrhage  indeed  (  and  now,  by  the  we  of 
adhesive  straps,  and  the  use  of  the  sulphat  of  copper  (wbidb 
nppears  to  possess  a  specific  power  in  cicatrisBtion),  the  sore  wai 
.  finally  healed  in  the  course  of  a  few  dirj^s,  leaving  a  depressed 
cicatrix,  the  sijse  of  a  small  sihrer  fourpenny-^piece,  we  remsioder 
v>f  tbe  testis  being  irregularly  indunited,  and  of  that  Mnd  of 
shape  as  if  a  portion  had  been  removed,  the  Spermatie  cord  re*- 
mnining  apparently  perfectly  unaffected.  FVom  tiic  first  appli* 
cation  of  trie  ligature,  the  local  soreness  and  pain  were  infinitelj 
]&9s  than  before,  (although  from  ttie  first  bursting  of  the  absoesi 
it  was  rather  dull  and  unpleasant  than  acute),  the  only  incon*^ 
nience  appearing  to  arise  from  the  adoption  of  it  as  a  reraedy, 
WRs  a  shooting  pain  up  fo  the  kidneys,  firequently  indeed  severe, 
but  generally  palliated  (if  not  alhyed)  by  tbe  Opiates  he  was  or- 
dered each  night  during  the  cure. 

Casb  II. — John  Martin,  drummer,  S^h  regiment  of  foot,  eut 
53,  a  small  man,  but,  previous  to  the  occurrence  of  disease,  is 
•Ptnted  in  the  sequel,  of  a  strong  healthy  constitution.  When  in 
Gtiernsey,  about  two  years  seven  months  since,. had  been^*- 
ed  witli  primary  symptoms  of  lues  venerea  (chancre),  which,  on- 
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dor  the  HAS  of  nierairidl  frictioiiSy  in  the  course  of  little  mem 
Hum  a  W6^  yiddedf  and  he.wae  discharged  to  his  dut?  as  cur« 
€d.  In  the  ooune  of  ct^teen  month*  aflarwardii^  he  felt  a  fioce« 
new  in  his  throat,  and  sajra  an  ulcer  appeared  there,  continued 
lor  8orae  time,  and  at  last/  under  the  use  of  mediciiiss^  which 
be  beMcres  to  have  been  mefooriali,  it  healed.  He  was  now  m 
aeoond  time  dischai^ged  to  his  duty,  whkh  he  continued  doing 
tffl  within,  about  seven  months  sinosy  when  bis  right  tettide  be* 
eamfaig  nmitaacousljr  painfulf  it  inflamed,  became  red,  enlarged^ 
and  mra,  attended  with  severe  shooting  pain  along  the  cord^ 
(which  diared  also  in  the  enlargement),  up  to  the  loins,  and  with 
sickness  at  stomach.  He  was  at  dns  time  in  the  city  of  do* 
easier,  and  under  the  care  of  a  miKtary  medical  officer  dieted 
Poultioss  wen  now  recomflBcnded^  and  the  fiatient  was  under 
Ml  iffvegnlar  course  of  mercurial  frictionf  as  well  as  an  internal 
use  of  asfine  pieparationab  under  theconccpcion,  I  suppose,  of 
the  disease  being  amaectsd  widi  the  former  ill-treated  symptoms 
of  syfdiiUs  he  iabonred  under.  Matter  now  formed,  fluctuatioa 
appcarsd  efident,  and  a  discharge  by  puncture  of  a  lancet  was 
propOBcdy  acceded  to^  and  performed.    The  most  excruciating 

Ein  was  produced  by  the  puncture,  insomuch  tbst  the  patient 
nted ;  a  small  quantity  of  tiknodj  serum  distilled  from  the 
opening,  and,  in  the  course  cf  the  fourth  dsy  after  the  operatioUf 
a  whitidi  sufastanoe,  about  the  siae  of  a  pea,  sbot  oat  of  the  o« 
pening,  unatttoded  howesar  with  pain,  which  seemed  to  havu 
altogether  diesppeared  since  the  discharge  of  the  contents  of  the 
abs^ss,  and  baiving,  to  the  patient's  ideas,  the  appearance  of  the 
testis,  in  which  opinion  his  aitendaot  coincided ;  and  that  they 
trene  both  correct  in  their  caudnsion  I  have  ereiy  reason  to  de« 
cdaiew  The  protrudiug  tumor  appeared,  for  the  course  of  two 
moatfas,  during  which  the  patient  remained  in  Grlocester,  to  be 
on  the  increase  graduaUy,  which  indeed  the  inertness  of  the 
pTBCtice  adopted  seemed  to  contribute  to,  as  the  only  external 
apidication  made  use  of  was  the  unguentum  hydr.  fort,  as  axlrcss^ 
it^;  and,  internaliy,  an  inregubr  and  occssional  use  of  mercu-* 
jrial  piHs.  A  sick  furiou^^,  permitting  him  to  return  to  his 
friends  to  Irehmd,  under  the  impression,  I  suppose,  diat.the 
malady  had  gained  an  incurable  height,  was  procured' $  and-al 
the  expiratbn  of  five  months  from  the  time  of  the  puncture  bef 
ing  made,  he  was  seen  in  Eniscorthy,  Ireland^  by  Dr  Poolei  the 
ttsff  surgeon  of  the  district,  then  on  a  tour  of  inspection.  Un- 
willing to  see  this  creature  fall  a  victim  to  the  treatment  he  had 
experienced,  Dr  Poole  ordered  him  into  the  geafiia)  hospital  in 
Waterford,  under  his  own  immediatif  inspection*  vjfbere,  as  tiie 
tesult  proved^  the  natural  fruit  of  well-direotcd  (ffofessional  skill 
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was  so  abnndanttr  to  be  reaped.  On  hb  adnfisrion  to  the  gene^ 
val  hospital  of  Waterford,  his  opnstitution  appeared  to  hare 
suffered  much.  The  fungous  growth  from  the  testis,  to  wfaicb 
it  was  broadly  eonnected,  and  of  which  it  seemed  to  form  a  part, 
bad  reached  the  siae  of  a  clenched  fist,  with  a  flattened  mush^ 
voont  head,  florid,  and  discharging  an  healthy  matter^  but  more 
mucous  and  viscid  than  common  pus  t  and  although  it  waa  not 
of  the  same  pendulous  shape  as  m  the  former  esse,  atiU  Dr 
Pode  meditated  on  the  practicability  of  removing  it  l^  figatnre^ 
which  woidd  have  been  attended  with  fiidiity;  but  here  his 
feelinj^rs  were  exactly  similar  to  mine,  when,  considering  the 
propriety  of  similar  treatment  in  the  former  case,  he  dreaded  the 
constitutional  affection  he  micht  prodnce.  *  Tlie  firm  uoyield> 
ing  texture  of  the  tunica  amoginea  testb  was  well  known  to 
him  {  and  as  arterial  ligatures  are  so  long  retained,  where  nerves 
are  included,  the  analogical  inference  was  by  no  meana  unfair^ 
that  in  this  case  a  ligature  must  be  long  retained.  He  therefore 
trusted  to  the  oseof  escharotics,  in  me  use  of  which,  for  the 
eourse^of  a  fortnight  after  admission,  be  studioudy  peraiated^ 
and  as  it  appeared  to  him  that  a  venereal  taint,  althoi^h  not  at 
the  moment  apparent,  might  still  be  lurking  in  a  constitution  so 
ill  secured  against  its  recurrence,  he  prescrioed  a  gentle  course  of 
mercury,  directing  tlie  massa  pil.  byd.  to  be  used  in  such  qoan* 
titles  as  to  affect  tne  month  slightly,  desistii^  from  its  use  when 
its  effects  were  too  severely  felt,  and  recurring  to  it  so  as  to  keep 
up  a  constant  gentle  mercurial  action  for  some  time. 

The  escharotics  here  employed  were  the  mtrate  of  silver,  the 
red  precipitate,  and  the  sulphate  of  copper,  but  none  seemed  to 
exert  any  influence  in  diminishing  the  growth,  although  a  slough 
eadi  day  was  cast  from  the  whole  suiroce,  until  the  constitation 
became  affected  by  the  mercury.  The  fungous  growA  now 
daily  and  rapidly  diminished,  until  at  last  it  seemed  to  shrink 
within  the  surrounding  surface  o(  the  teguments  |  and  at  tliis 
time  there  remains  a  depr^ion  about  the  8i;Be  of  a  fivepenny 
piece ;  the  sarface  still  ulcerated,  but  healing  rapidly ;  the  testis 
19  diminished  in  siae  by  one  half,  and  is  of  that  semi«-rotund 
shape  as  if  it  wanted  its  anterior  half;  the  teguments  adhering 
dosely,  the  spermatic  cord  perfectly  natural,  and  his  constitu- 
tional  health  better  than  since  the  first  attack  of  the'  venereal 
disease,  now  two  years  and  seven  months  ago. 

That  this  disease  bad  some  connexion  with  the  original  vene* 
teal  aff<fCtion,  many  will  be  disposed  to  doubt,  and  the  iufluenee 


•  Charles  Bdl's  Anatomy,  VoI#IV.  p.  177* 
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of  mecciuyy  iihdfir  wUdi  the  disMie  so  speediljr  svbddiidi  wOl 
not  by  them  be  coDsiderod  proof  sufficieDt  to  controvert  their 
supposition,  while  the  general  utility  attendiiif]^  aa  alterative 
cxMirse  iq  common  ukeraticmst  sore  ]qp»  &a  wCl  seen  to  abet . 
their  conchisicMi*  However,  that  there  was  some  relic  of  sy« 
philitic  virus  I  am  incKned  to  think ;  and  that  the  mercurial 
course  was  not  hsstily  or  inconsiderately  resorted  to,  the  rasyll 
proves ;  and  as  a  further,  though  a  n^;ative  proof,  the  origin  of 
this  disease  was  not,  as  in  the  greater  number  of  Mr  Lawrence'a 
cases,  founded  in  e&temal  accident  or  iniurvi  and  couM  be 
traced  to  nought  but  a  depraved  or  tainted  nabit. 

For  the  latter  of  those  cases  I  am  indebted  to  Dr  Poole's  kind« 
ness,  who,  with  that  readiness  which  characterizes  the  lover  of 
science  find  of  man,  afforded  me  every  information  required, 
and  whose  vi^ws  of  the  case  being  in  exact  unison  with  those 
which  had  more  than  three  years  since  been  mine,  stamp  Uiat 
truth  and  validity  on  the  conclusions  which  long  experience  and 
attentive  observation  must  ever  contribute  to  establish* 

W^etjotd^  February  %th^  1812. 
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The  Croonian  Lechnte^  m  some  Phfsiological  Researd^  respeei^ 
ifig  tke  Influence  qftie  Brain  an  the  Action  of  the  Hearty  and 
on  the  Generation  (f  Animal  Heat*  By  B«  C.  BaoDis,  Esq^ 
F.K.S. 

JEjtperimenis  and  Observations  on  the  different  Modes  in  vMcM 
Death  is  produced  bjf  certain  Vegetable  Foisotis.  By  B.  C. 
BaoniE,  Esq.  F.  R.  S«  Comansmcated  bjf  the  Sqd^jfjor  Fro^ 
noting  the  Knomledge  of  Animal  Chemistry. 

JBirther  Experiments  and  ObsercaHonsen  the  Action  rf  Poisons  on 
the  Animal  SysSem.  By  B.  C.  Bhodie,  Esq.  F.  R.  S«  Com^ 
tmmicated  to  the  Society  Jor  the  Imprwement  of  Animal  Che* 
mistryt  and  by  them  to  the  Royal  Society^ 

MR  BaoniB's  papers  are  of  that  nature  wtTiSh  we  consider 
well  calculated  to  iuralsh  a  series  of  interesting  extracts* 
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Wewishi  Btpf^etm,  nierd^lopfill>*fc«dHlite  pMMMKimkof 
the  facts  and  opiniom  eonttined  in  tliMii.  Herorfisr  tbey  nmy 
become  the  subjeet  of  critical  diseitmoQ. 

*•  In  mekini^  etperiiatatt  on  noMib,  to  etcertei*  h&w  fitf*  die  in- 
fioenee  of  tke  bniii  it  neccuary  to  the  eetioA  of  tiM  keut^  1  fmnd 
that,  when  an  aaiiaal  was  pitbcd  bf  4ieiiii;  the  spinat  matiuw  ia 
the  epper  part  of  the  neck,  ret piratioa  wai  iitaiediaiilf  4aatroyed  i 
but  the  htatt  still  continiled  to  ctontraot,  cirealacifig  4ark-OQlo«ed 
bloody  and  that,  in  sonoe  iastances,  from  ten  to  i&en  iMiiaBtes  e^ 
lapsed  before  its  action  had  eotirdf  ceased.  I  furAer  fooiuiy  that 
when  the  head  was  removed,  the  divided  bIood*vesseb  beiw  secnr* 
ed  bjr  a  ligatore^  the  circulation  sttU  continued,  apparao^  naaf. 
fected  bv  ibe  entire  separation  of  the  brain,  neie  experiments  con- 
firmed  the  observations  of  Mr  Cruickshank  *  and  M.  Bid)ftt»  f  that 
the  brain  is  not  directly  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  heart ;  and 
that,  when  the  fmictions  of  the  brain  are  destroyed,  the  circnlatkm 
ceases  only  in  consequence  of  the  suspension  or  respiration.  ITiii 
led  me  to  conclude,  that,  if  respiration  was  proJueed  arKficUy,  the 
heart  would  eonttniie  to  eontraet  for  a  still  longer  pericid  of  liae^ 
after  the  removal  of  the  bnun.  The  tnith  of  tUs  rtmrhwnii  was 
ascertained  by  the  following  experiment. 

^  Experiment  1. — I  divided  die  spinal  marrow  of  a  rabbic  in  tbe 
space  between  the  occiput  and  atfas}  and  having  modo  an  openng 
into  the  trachea,  fitted  into  it  a  tube  of  elastic  gum,  to  which  was 
connected  a  .small  pair  of  bellpwss  so  constructed  that  the  lungs 
might  be  inflated,  and  then  aUowed  toen^ty  thcmsdves.  By  re- 
peating this  process  once  in  five  seconds,  the  lungs  being  each  time 
iialiy  inflated  with  fresh  atmospheric  air,  an  artificial  respiration  was 
J^ept  up.  I  then  secured  the  btood-vessefs  in  the  neck,  and  removed 
the  head  by  cutting  through  the  soft  parts  above  the  DgatUre^  and 
separating  Ae  oceiput  from  iheatl^Sk  The  heart  contomsed  to  con- 
tract, apparendy  with  as  much  strength  and  frequency  as  in  slMng 
animal.  I  examined  the  blood  in  the  difierent  sets  of  vessdK  and 
found  it  dark-»coloured  in  the  vene  cavn  and  pnlmoaary  artery,  and 
of  dbe  usual  florid  red  colour  in  the  pulmonary  veins  and  aorta.  At 
the  end  of  twenty-five  minutes  from  tiie  time  of  the  spiniat  mkrtow 
being  diJVtded,  the  ac^n  of  die  hean  became  UkMtt  uid  Aecxpe* 
riment  was  put  an  end  to»  .    ^ 

'<  With  a  view  to  promote  the  inquiry  instituted  by  the  Society  for 
promotiog  eheJtAOwHse  of  flninulcheinisiry  resiKOing  theitfta 
of  the  nerves  oa  the  secretions^  ^  I  endeavoured  to  ascertain  whether 
they  continued  after  the  influence  or  the  brain  was  removed.     In  the 
comnfencement  of  the  experiment,  I  emptied  ^e  Btadder  of  ks  eon- 

^  Philosophical  Transactions,  1793. 

f  Rfchcrches  fliysiblogtque^  stor  la  Vk'H  la  Mott 

X  Philosophical  Transactions  for  1S09. 
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tenu  hf  prKsare  i  «t  ihe  end  of  tht  experisaent  the  Uaddtr  contt* 
xiiied  empty. 

**  This  experiment  led  me  to  conclude,  that  the  action  of  the  heart 
might  be  made  to  continue  after  the  brain  was  removed,  by  means 
of  artificial  respiration ;  but  that,  under  these  circumstances,  the  se- 
cretion of  urine  did  not  take  place. " 

The  same  results  were  obtained  on  repeatmg  the  experiment 
on  a  middle-aged  dog,  and  on  another  rabbit. 

*^  In  the  two  last  experiments  the  animsds  cooled  vcrj  rapidly,  not- 
withstanding tlie  blood  appeared  to  undergo  the  usual  changes  in 
the  lungs  ;  and  I  was  therefore  induced  to  doubt  whetlier  the  above- 
xnentioned  opinion  respecting  the  source  of  animal  heat  is  correct. 
No  positive  conclusions,  however,  coold  be  deduced  from  these  expe- 
riments. If  anintal  heat  depends  on  the  changes  produced  on  the 
blood  by  the  air  in  respiration,  its  being  kept  up  to  the  natural 
standard,  or  otherwise,  must  depend  on  the  quantity  of  air  inspired* 
and  on  the  quantity  of  blood  passing  through  the  liings  in  a  given 
space  of  time ;  in  other  words,  it  must  be  fn  proportion  to  the  fatness 
and  frequency  of  the  pulse,  and  the  fulness  and  frequeof  y  of  the 
inspfradon&  It  therefore  became  necessary  to  pay  particular  atten* 
tion  to  these  circumstances.  " 

In  experiments  4,  5,  and  6,  the  heat  of  the  animal  sunk  rapid- 
ly, notwithstanding  the  continuance  of  the  respiration ;  and,  hy 
comparison,  it  appeared,  that  not  only  no  heat  was  generated  in 
rabbits,  in  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial 
respiration,  but  that  they  cooled  even  more  rapidly  than  dead 
rabbits.  The  seventh  experiment,  from  which  we  extract  some 
of  the  details,  proves  the  same  thing. 

*'  I  procured  two  large  full  grown  rabbits  of  the  same  colour,  and 
so  nearly  equal  in  size,  that  no  difference  could  be  detected  by  the' 
eye. 

**  The  temperature  of  the  room  was  57^,  and  the  heat  in  the  rec- 
tum of  each  rabbit,  previous  to  the  experiment,  was  IOOt. 

^*  I  divided  the  spinal  marrow  in  one  of  them,  produced  artificial 
respiration,  and  removed  the  head  after  having  secured  the  vessels 
in  the  neck.  The  artificial  respirations  were  made  about  35  times 
in  a  minute. 

<<  During  the  first  hour  the  heart  contracted  144  times  in  a  mi- 
nute.    ^  ^ 

**  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a  quarter,  the  pulse  had  fallen  to  136 
in  a  minute,  and  it  continued  the  same  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  a 
half.  At  the  end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  pulse  had  fallen 
to  90  in  a  minute,  and  the  artificial  respiration  was  not  continued 
after  this  period. 

**  The  temperature  of  the  room  being  the  same,  the  second  rabbit 
was  killed  by  dividing  the  spinal  marrow,  and  the  temperature  was 
examined  at  corresponding  periods* 
.    tor.  VIII.  NO.  3^.  jr  f 
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.    **  Tbe  foBowkig  Tabk  wiO  dieir  the  conpwative 
the  two  animals  at  corretponding^perioda. 
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Experiment ) 
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98 

96i 
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**  Ii>  this  experiment,  tbe  thorax,  even  in  the  dead  animal^  cooled 
more  rapidly  than  the  abdomena  This  is  to  be  explained  bj  ths 
difference  in  the  bulk  of  these  two  parts.  The  rabbit,  in  which  the 
circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial  respiri^on,  cooled  more  ra« 
pidl  V  than  the  dead  rabbit  f  but  tbe  difference  was  more  perceptible 
m  the  thorax  than  in  the  rectum.  This  is  what  might  be  expected, 
if  tbe  production  of  animal  heat  does  not  depend  on  respiration,  since 
the  cold  air,  by  which  the  lungs  were  inflated,  must  neceasarOy  have 
abstracted  a  certain  quantity  of  heat,  particularly  as  its  influence 
was  communicated  to  all  parts  of  the  body,  in  consequence  of  the 
continuance  of  respiration, 

**  It  was  suggested  that  some  animal  heat  might  have  been  geoeraf- 
ed,  though  so  small  in  quantity  as  not  to  counterbalance  the  cooling 
powers  of  the  air  thrown  mto  tbe  lungs.  It  is  difficult  or  impossible 
to  ascertain,  with  perfect  accuracy,  what  effect  cold  air  thrown  ioto 
the  lungs  would  have  on  the  temperature  of  an  animal  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  last  experiment;  independently  of  any  chemical 
action  on  the  blood;  since,  if  no  chemical  changes  were  produced, 
the  circulation  could  not  be  maintained,  and  if  the  circulation  ceased, 
the  cooling  properties  of  the  air  must  be  more  confined  to  the  thorax, 
and  not  communicated  in  an  equal  degree  to  the  more  distant  par^. 
The  following  experiment,  however,  was  instituted,  as  likely  ta  afford 
a  nearer  approximation  to  the  truth,  than  any  other  thai  could  be 
tfevised. 

**EjCpfriment  8. — I  procured  two  rabbits  of  the  sameshee  and  ci^oiir: 
the  temperature  of  the  room  was  64^.  I  killed  one  of  them  by  di- 
viding thte  spinal  marrow,  and  immediately,  having  made  an  opening 
into  Uie  left  side  of  the  thorax,  I  tied  a  ligature  round  the  b»«  of 
the  hfeart,  so  as  to  stop  the  circulation.  The  wound  in  the  skin  wa$ 
closed  by  a  suture.  An  opening  was  then  made  into  the  trachci^ 
and  the  apparatus  for  artificial  respiration  being  fitted  into  it,  thtf 
lungs  were  inflated^  and  then  allowed  to  collapse  as  in  the  forozer  cap 
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periment,  about  S6  times  in  a  minute*  This  was  continued  for  an 
tiour  and  a  half,  and  the  temperature  was  examined  at  different 
periods.  The  temperature  df  the  room  being  the  same,  I  killed  th^ 
second  rdibit  in  the  same  manner,  and  measured  the  temperature 
at  correspondmg  periods.  The  comparative  temperature  of  the  two 
dead  animals,  underthetfe  oircumitanees,  UriU  be  seen  in  the  follow* 
iDg  table. 


Time. 

DmmI  Babbb  wfaoM  huun  wen 
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De«l  Rabbit  whose  lungi  w«e[ 
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9H 
93 

88J 

**  In  this  last  experiment^  as  may  be  seen  from  the  above  table,  the* 
difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  twtf  rabbits,  a^  the  end  of  aa 
hour  and  a  half,  in  the  rectum  was  half  a  degree,  and  in  the  thorax 
two  degrees  and  a  half;  whereas,  in  the  preceding  experiment,  at  the 
end  of  an  hour  and  forty  minutes,  the  difference  in  the  rectum  was 
2^  degrees,  and  in  the  thorax  S  degrees.  It  appears,  therefore,  that 
the  ri^bit,  in  which  the  circulation  was  maintained  by  artificial  res* 
piratioiH  cooled  mere  rapidly,  on  the  wholes  than  the  rabbit  whose 
lungs  were  inflated  in  the  same  manner  after  the  circulation  ha^ 
ceased.  This  is  what  might  be  expected  if  no  heat  was  produced  by 
the  chemical  action  of  the  air  on  the  blood ;  since,  m  the  hut  case, 
the  cold  air  was  always  applied  to  the  same  surface,  but,  in  the 
former,  it  was  applied  always  to  fresh  portions  of  blood,  by  which, 
its  cooling  powers  #ere  communicated  ia  die  more  distant  parts  of 
the  body. 

'*  In  the  experiments  formerly  detailed,  where  the  circulation  was 
maintained  by  means  df  artrficial  respiration,  uSter  the  head  was  re* 
moved,  I  observed  that  the  blood,  in  iu  passage  through  the.  lungs»' 
was  altered  from  a  dark  to  a  scarlet  colour ;  and  hence  I  was  led  ta 
conclude,  that  the  action  of  the  air  produced  in  it  dianges  analogous' 
to  those  wMch  occur  under  ordinaiy  circumstances.  I  have  lately,' 
with  the  assistance  of  my  friend  Mr  ^.  Brande,  made  the  following 
experiment,  which  appears  to  confirm  the  truth  of  this  conclusion. 

'*  An  elastic  gum  bottle,  halving  a  tube  ahd  stop-cock  conne<iteil 
with  it,  was  fiil^  with  about  a  pint  of  oxygen  gas.  The  spinak 
■ttrrow  was  divided  in  the  nedt  of  a  young  rabbiti'  and  tbeUoody 

»f  a 


4Si  Medical  Extracts.    Ko.  IX.  Oct^ 

tessels  having  been  secured,  the  head  was  removed,  and  the  ctrcub- 
tion  was  maintained  by  inftnting  the  lungs  with  atmospheric  air  for 
five  rainutesy  at  the  end  of  which  time  the  tube  of  the  gum  bottie  wat 
inserted  into  the  tracheaf  and  carefully  secured  by  a  ligature,  so  thai 
no  air  miglit  escape.  By  making  pressure  on  the  gum  bottle,  the 
gas  was  made  to  pass  and  repass  into  and  from  the  lungs  about  SO 
times  in  a  minute.  At  first,  the  heart  acted  one  hundred  and  tventy 
times  in  a  minute,  with  regularity  and  f>trength  ;  the  thermometer  in 
the  rectum  ro^e  to  100^.  At  the  end  of  aQ  hour,  the  heart  acted 
as  frequently  as  before,  but  more  feebly;  the  blood  in  the  arteriet 
was  very  little  more  fiorid  than  that  in  tlie  veins;  the  thermooaeter 
en  the  rectum  had  fallen  to  93*^.  The  gum  bottle  was  then  removed. 
On  causing  a  stream  of  the  gas,  which  it  contained,  to  pass  through 
lime-water,  tlie  presence  of  carbonic  acid  was  indicated  by  the  liquid 
being  instantly  rendered  turbid.  The  proportion  of  carbonic  aci^l 
was  not  accurately  determined ;  but  it  appeared  to  form  about  one* 
half  of  the  quantity  of  gas  in  the  bottle. 

*'  I  have  selected  the  above  from  a  great  number  of  similar  experi- 
ments, which  it  would  be  needless  to  detail.  It  is  suilcient  to  state 
that  the  general  results  were  always  the  same;  and  that  whether  the 
pulse  was  frequent  or  slow,  full  or  small,  or  whether  the  respirations 
Were  frequent  or  otherwise,  there  was  no  perceptible  difference  in 
the  cooling  of  the  animal. 

"  From  the  whole  we  may  deduce  the  following  conclusions. 

••  I-  The  influence  of  the  brain  is  not  directly  necessary  to  the 
action  of  the  heatt. 

"  2.  When  the  brain  is  injured  or  removed,  the  action  of  the  heart 
ecases,  only  because  respiration  k  under  its  influence  ;  and  if,  under 
these  circumstances,  respiration  is  artificially  produced,  the  circula- 
tion will  still  continue. 

"**  3.  Wlien  the  influence  of  the  brain  is  cut  off,  the  secretion  of 
ttrme  appears  to  cease,  and  no  heat  is  generated  ;  notwithstanding 
the  functions  of  respiration,  and  the  circulation  of  the  blood  continue 
to  be  performed,  and  the  usual  changes  in  the  appearance  of  the 
blood  are  produced  in  the  lungs. 

"  4.  When  the  air  respired  is  colder  than  the  natural  temperature 
ef  the  animal,  the  effect  Of  respiration  is  not  to  generate^  but  to  di* 
minish  animal  heat.  ** 

On  ike  Action  of  Poisons* 

Mr  Brodie's  object,  in  these  experiments,  was  to  nscertafn  in 
what  manner  certain  substances  act  on  the  animal  system,  so 
as  to  occasion  (loath  independently  of  mechanical  injury,  and 
cspecinlly,  on  which  of  llie  vital  organs  the  poison  cniplf^cJ 
exer  i>es  its  primary  influence,  and  llirough  what  medium  that 
orgpn  becomes  afiected.  In  some  espcriinents,  the  poison  wasr 
applied  internally,  that  is,  to  the  mucous  menibraiies  of  th* 
loague  and  alimeutary  cauol^  and  ia  others  ta  wouadcd  ^mlkccab 
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Alooiol.'^There  are  four  expcrimaits  with  alcohol  injected  in* 
to  the  stomach  of  rabbits.     The  third  will  suffice  as  an  ex:i:))ple. 

"  Exp.  3» — Seven  drams  of  proof  spirits  were  injected  into  die  stc» 
gnach  of  a  younger  rabbit.  Two  minutes  afterwards,  he  evident!  j  was 
Affected  by  the  spirits  $  and  in  three  minutes  more,  he  lay  on  one  side 
jDotioaiess  and  mseostble.  The  pupils  of  the  eyes  were  perfectly  dt^ 
lated  $  tbere  were  occasional  slight  convulsive  motions  of  the  extre- 
mities ;  the  respiration  was  laborious.  It  was  gradually  performed 
at  longer  and  longer  intervals ;  and  at  the  end  of  an  hour  and  fifteen 
minutes  had  entirely  ceased*  Two  minutes  after  the  animal  was  ap- 
parently dead,  I  opened  into  the  tlioraz,  and  found  the  hieart  acting 
with  moderate  force  and  frequency*  circulating  dark-coloured  blood. 
I  introduced  a  tube  into  the  trachea,  and  produced  artificial  respira- 
tion  by  inflating  the  lungs ;  and  found  tbat»  by  these  meansi  the  acr 
tion  of  the  heart  might  be  kept  up  to  the  natural  standard^  as  in  an 
animal  from  whom  the  head  is  removed. 

**  It  would  appear,  from  the  experiments  which  I  have  just  de« 
tailed,  that  the  symptoms  produced  by  a  large  quantity  of  spirits 
taken  into  the  stomach,  arise  entirely  i'rom  disturbance  of  the  func- 
tions of  the  brain.  The  complete  insensibility  to  external  impres*- 
sionli  the  dilatation  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes,  and  the  loss  c{  mo« 
tion«  indicate  that  the  functions  of  this  organ  are  suspended.  Re- 
spiration, which  is  nnder  its  influence,  is  ill  performed,  and  at  last 
altogether  ceases;  while  the  hearty  to  the  action  of  which  the  brain 
IS  not  direcdy  necessary,  continues  to  contract,  circulating  dark-co- 
loured blood  for  some  time  afterwards. 

**  There  is  a  striking  analogy  between  the  symptoms  arising  from 
spirits  taken  internally,  and  those  produced  by  injuries  of  the  brain* 

**  Concussion  of  the  brain,  which  may  be  considered  as  the  slight- 
est degree  of  injury,  occasions  a  state  of  mind  resembling  intoxica- 
tion ;  and  the  resemblance,  in  some  instances,  is  so  complete,  that  the 
most  accurate  observer  cannot  form  a  diagnosis,  except  from'  the 
history  of  the  case.  Pressure  on  the  brain,  which  is  a  more  •sever* 
injury  than  concussion,  produces  loss  of  motion,  insensibility,  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils  ;  respiration  becomes  laboured  and  stertorous ;  is 
performed  at  long  intervals  $  and  at  last  altogether  ceases,  and  the 
patient  dies* 

*Wt  forms  aa  interesting  matter  of  inquiry*  whether  spirits,  when 
taken  into  the  stomach,  produce  their  effects  on  the  brain  by  being 
absorbed  into  the  circulation,  or  in  consequence  of  the  sympathy  that 
exists  between  these  organs  by  means  of  the  nerves.  Hie  following 
circumstances  lead  me  to  conclude  that  they  act  in  the  last  of  these 
two  ways. 

*'  1*  In  experiments  where  animals  have  been  killed  by  the  in- 
jection of  spirits  into  the  stomach,  I  have  found  this  organ  to  bear 
the  marks  of  great  inflammation,  but  never  found  any  preternatural 
appearances  whatever  in  the  brain.  2.  The  effects  of  spirits  taken 
into  the  stomachy  in  the  last  experiment  (No  4.),  were  so  instanta- 
neous, that  it  appears  impossible  that  absorption  should  have  takea 
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place  before  they  were  producedL  S«  A  penon  who  it  ineDOLicited 
frequently  beconet  raddenly  sober  after  vomitii^.  4.  In  the  exps- 
riments  which  I  hare  jost  rdated,  I  miied  tmcture  of  rhnbiirb  with 
the  spirits,  knowing,  from  the  experiments  of  Mr  Home  and  Mr 
William  Brande,  tiust  this^  when  absorbed  into  the  circulatioOy  was 
readily  separated  from  the  blood  by  the  kidneys,  and  that  very  small 
qnantities  might  be  detected  in  the  nrine  by  the  addition  of  potash; 
bnt,  thbugh  I  never  failed  to  find  urine  in  the  IJadder,  I  never  de- 
tected ifaubarb  in  it. 

**  The  indoding  the  termination  of  the  thoracic  duct  in  a  Ugatme 
^oes  not  prevent  spirits,  when  taken  into  the  stomach,  from  prodo* 
jcing  their  nsnal  effects  on  the  nervous  system ;  bat  snbseqaentobterv- 
mtions,  which  Mr  Home  has  already  commonicated  to  this  Society, 
have  fhown  that  no  conclusion  can  be  drawn  from  this  experiment " 

The  effects  of  the  essential  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  and  tliejoice 
of  the  leaves  of  aconite,  were  similar  to  those  of  alcohol ;  as  were 
)ikewise  those  of  the  empyreuma^ic  oil  of  tobacco.  But  it  is  re- 
markable that  the  infusion  of  this  last  narcotic  herb  seemed  to 
fict  on  totally  di^erent  principles. 

**  Exp.  8.— Fovr  ounces  of  infuuon  of  tobacco  were  injected  bto 
Ae  rectum  of  a  dog.  Four  minutes  afterwards  he  retdied,  but  did 
not  vomit.  He  then  became  faint,  and  lay  motionless  on  one  side. 
At  the  end  of  nine  minutes  from  the  time  of  the  injection,  the  heart 
could  not  be  felt.  He  gasped  for  breath  at  long  intervals ;  and  in 
another  minute  there  was  no  appearance  whatever  of  life.  I  imme- 
diately laid  open  the  cavities  of  the  dioraz  and  abdomen.  The  heart 
was  much  distended,  and  had  entirely  ceased  to  contract.  Thoe 
!was  no  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines. 

**  Exp,  1  l.*-Tfaree  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco  were  injected  b- 
to  the  rectum  of  a  dog.  Immediately  there  took  place  tzcmuloos 
contractions  of  the  voluntary  muscles.  Five  minutes  afterwards,  the 
injection  was  repeated  in  the  same  quantity.  The  dog  then  was 
sick,  and  threw  np  some  of  the  infusion,  with  other  matter,  fromte 
stomach :  he  became  faint,  and  died  ten-  minutes  after  the  secori 
injection.  Immediately  after  respiration  had  ceaiKd,  I  opened  tfar  I 
thorax,  and  found  the  heart  extremely  distended,  and  without  xaj 
evident  contraction,  except  of  the  appendix  of  the  right  aoricki, 
which  every  noyrand  then  contracted*  in  a  slight  degree.  I  divided 
the  pericardiom  on  the  right  side.  In  consequence  of  the  extreasl 
distension  of  the  heart,  this  could  not  be  done  without  irritating  the 
fibres  with  the  point  of  the  scalpel.  Immediately  both  auricles  aoi 
ventricles  began  to  contract  with  considerable  force,  so  as  to  restoia 
the  circulation/  Artificial  respiration  was  produced,  and  the  circa- 
latinn  was  )cept  up  for  more  than  half  an  hour,  beyond  which  tins 
the  experiment  was  not  continued. 

**  We  may  conclude  from  these  experiments,  th^t  the  effect  of  ths 
infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  intestine  of  a  living  ari> 
pal,  is  tt>  destroy  the  action  of  the  heart,  stopping  the  circulatioo,  ax^ 
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producing  syncope.  It  appeared  to  me,  diat  the  acdcm  cf  the  heart 
ceased  eren  before  the  aninaal  had  ceased  to  respire ;  and  this  was 
confirmed  by  another  experiment,  in  which,  in  a  dog  killed  by  the 
infusion  ^of  tobacco,  I  foond  the  cavities  of  the  left  side  of  the  heart 
to  contain  scarlet  hlood,  while  in  those  of  the  right  tide  the  blood 
was  dark-coloured*  This  poison,  dierefore,  differs  materially  from 
alcohol,  the  essential  oil  of  almonds,  and  the  jnice  of  aconite,  which 
have  no  direct  in<fl«ence  on  the  action  of  the  heart.  The  infosion  of 
tobacco  renders  the  heart  insensible  to  the  «timultts  of  the  %leod^  b«t 
it  does  not  altogether  destroy  the  power  of  muscular  contraction^ 
since  the  heart  returned  its  action  in  one  instance  on  the  cKyision  of 
the  pericardium,  and  I  have  found  diat  the  voluntary  muscles  of  an 
animal  killed  by  this  poison,  are  as  readily  stimulated  to  contract  by 
the  influence  cf  the  Voltaic  battery,  as  tf  it  had  been  killed  in  any 
other  manner.  At  the  same  time,  however,  that  the  infusion  ci 
tobacco  destroys  the  action  of  the  heart,  it  appears  to  destroy  also 
the  functions  of  the  brain,  since  these  did  not  return  in  the  last  es;- 
periment;  although  the  circulation  was  restored,  and  kept  up  bf 
artificial  resphvtion. 

^  Since  there  i«  no  direct  comnramcatton  between  the  intestinad 
canal  and  the  heait,  I  was  at  first  induced  to  suppose  that  the  latter 
becomes  affected  in  consequence  of  the  infusion  being  conveyed  into 
the  blood  by  absorption*  Some  circumstances  in  the  following  ex- 
periment have  since  led  me  to  doubt  whether  this  is  the  case. 

**  Exp,  12. — ^In  a  dog  whose  head  was  removed,  I  kept  up  the  cir^ 
culation  by  means  of  artificial  respiration,  in  the  manner  already 
described  in  the  account  of  some  experiments  which  I  lately  com- 
municated to  this  Society.     I  then  ii^ected  into  the  stomach  and 
intestines  nine  ounces  of  infusion  of  tobacco.    At  the  time  of  the 
injection,  the  body  of  the  animal  lay  perfectly  quiet  aud  motionless 
on  the  table:   the  heart  acted  regularly  one  hundred  times  in  a 
minutt.     Ten  minutes  afterwards,  the  pulse  rose  to  one  hundred 
and  forty  in  a  minute ;  the  peristaltic  motion  of  the  intestines  was 
much  increased,  and  the  voluntary  muscles  in  every  part  of  the  body 
were  thrown  into  repeated  and  vic^nt  spasmodic  action.     The  joinu 
of  the  extremities  were  alternately  bent  and  ext^otded  ;  the  muscles 
of  the  spine,  abdomen,  and  tail,  alternately  relaxed  and  contracted, 
so  as  to  turn  the  whole  animal  from  one  side  to  the  other.    I  have 
observed,  in  other  instances,  spasmodic  actions  of  the  muscles,  where 
the  circulation  was  kept  up  by  artificial  respiration,  after  the  removal 
of  the  head,  but  not  at  all  to  be  compared,  either  in  strength  or 
frequency,  with  those  which  took  place  on  this  occasion.     1  made 
pressure  on  the  abdominal  aorta  for  more  than  a  minute,  so  as  to 
obstruct  the  circulation  of  the  blood  in  the  lower  extremities ;  but 
the  muscular  contractions  were  not  lessened  in  consequence.     Half 
an  hour  after  the  injection  of  the  infusion,  the  artificial  respiration 
was  discontinued.     The  heart  continued  to  act,  circulating  dark-coc   ^ 
loured  blood  ;   the  muscular  contractions  continued,  but  gradually 
diminished  in  strength  and  frequency. .  I  tied  a  ligature  round  the 
fressels  at  the  hase  of  jLhe  b^ar^  %o  ^  lo  stop  the  circulation  | 
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reTertheksf  the  miuculaf  concrsctiont  ttiH  tontiaaed,  tboogfa  Icn 
frequent  and  forcible  than  before*  aad  sobm  mifiutes  ela^ieed  befon 
ihey  entirelf  ceased. 

<<  In  this  experiment,  the  disposition  to  cootractioa  in  the  Bmscles 
vtz%  very  much  increased  instead  of  hfmf^  diminiihedt  as  ia  chose 
just  related.  If  the  infusion  of  tobacco  inflaencea  the  heart  from 
being  absorbed  into  the  blood»  and  thus  coiaiBg  into  actual  coeuci 
vith  iu  fibres,  there  is  no  evident  reason,  wbf  the  remoral  of  the 
brain,  and  the  employment  of  artificial  respiration  should  occasion 
so  material  a  difo-ence  in  its  effects.  If  the  contractions  of  the 
voluntary  muscles  had  depended  on  the  iofuaon  circolating  with  the 
blood,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  pressure  on  the  aorta  woaU 
have  occasioned  some  dirotnution  of  them,  and  that  the  cotnpkic 
obstruction  of  the  circulation  would  have  caused  them  to  cease  aL> 
together. 

''  From  these  considerations  I  am  induced,  on  the  whole,  to  believe 
that  the  infusion  of  tobacco,  when  injected  into  the  faatestines,  infio- 
ences  the  heart  through  the  oiedium  of  the  nervous  system ;  but  I 
have  not  been  able  to  devise  any  experiment,  by  which  the  truth  or 
fallacy  of  this  opinion  might  be  put  beyond  the  reach  of  doubt. 

^*  It  appears  remarkable,  that  the  brain  and  nervous  systeur, 
although  not  necessary  to  the  action  of  the  heart,  should,  when  under 
the  influence  of  th^  infusion  of  tobacco^  be  capable  of  influeoctng  this 
organ  so  as  to  stop  its  action  ;  but  this  is  aivslogous  to  what  we  see 
pccur  in  consequence  of  violent  emotions  of  the  mind.  Those  states 
of  the  nervous  system,  which  accompany  the  passions  of  joy,  fear,  or 
anger,  when  existing  in  a  moderate  degree,  render  the  heart  mort 
sensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  and  increase  the  frequency  of 
its  contractions ;  while,  when  the  same  passions  exist  in  a  greater 
degree»  the  heart  is  rendered  altogether  insensible  to  the  stimulus  cf 
|he  hlood  }  and  syncope  ensues, " 

The  csaentiat  oil  ol*  bitter  almonds,  nnd  the  juice  of  aeoniie, 
Applied  to  wounded  surfaces,  produced  the  same  effects  as  when 
applied  internally,  though  less  speedily.  The  vcoorara^  a  poison 
with  which  the  inhabitants  of  vjuiana  arm  the  points  of  their 
arrows,  when  inserted  into  wounds^  beloncrs  to  the  ^me  dass  of 
poisons.  The  upas  antiavj  a  poison  from  Java,  acts  in  a  dtflerent 
tnanner. 

•*  When  inserted  into  a  wound,  it  produces  death  (as  infusion  rf 
tobacco  does  when  injected  into  the  intestine)  by  rendering  the  bean 
insensible  to  the  stimulus  of  the  blood,  and  stopping  the  circulation. 
The  heart  beats  feebly  and  irregularly  before  either  the  functions  cf 
the  mind  or  the  respiration  appear  to  be  aflPected.  Resptraiion  is 
performed  even  after  the  circulation  has  ceased  ;  and  the  left  side 
of  the  heart  is  found  after  death  to  contain  scarlet  blood,  which  never 
can  be  the  case,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  the 
functions  of  the  brain  or  lungs-  The  convulsions,  which  occur  when 
the  circulation  has  nearly  ceased,  probably  arise  from  the  diminutioa 
cf  the  supply  of  blood  to  the  brain,  resembling  those  which  take 
place  in  a  person  who  is  dying  from  hxmorrhage 
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*<  Havmg  l^araedy  that  the  circulation  might  be  kept  up  by  arti« 
ficial  resfvratioo  for  a  ceeaiderable  time  afler  the  woorara  had  |}ro<» 
duced  its  full  effects,  it  occurred  to  me,  that,  in  an  animal  under  th« 
infioenoe  of  this,  dr  of  any  other  ^oiboiI  diac  acts  in  a  stmilar  niatincr, 
by  continuing  the  artificial  respiration  for  a  sufficient  length  of  timo 
after  natural  respiration  l»d  ceased,  the  brain  might  recover  from  the 
impression  which  the  poison  liad  produced,  and  the  animal  might 
be  restored  to  life.  In  the  last  eKperiment,  the  animal  gave  no  ^ign 
of  returning  senaihilily ;  but,  it  is  to  be  observed — K  That  the  qtian?' 
tity  of  the  poison  employed  was  veiy  large*  2.  That  tliere  was  m 
great  loss  of  animal  heat,  in  conse^fuence  of  the  temperature  of  the 
room  being  much  below  tiie  natural  temperature  of  the  anima!^ 
which  could  not  thenefere  be  considered  under  such  favourable  eir*- 
cumstances  as  to  recovery,  as  if  it  had  been  kept  in  a  higher  teia^ 
f)ersiure.  S*  That  the  circulation  was  stiil  vigorous  when  I  lefl  off 
inflating  the  longs ;  and  therefore  it  cannot  be  known  what  would 
liave  been  the  result,  if  die  artificial  respiration  had  been  longer  con* 
tinued. 

^  Ezp,  S(X<— '  A  wowid  was  made  in  the  side  of  a  rabbit,  and  one  drop 
of  the  essential  oil  of  almonds  was  inserted  into  it ;  and  immediatelf 
the  aotinal  vss  placed  m  a  temperature  of  dO"^.  In  two  minute% 
he  was  under  the  inilaenee  of  the  poison.  The  usual  symptoms  took 
place  ;  andin  three  minntes  more  respiration  had  ceased,  and  helaj 
apparently  dead ;  but  the  heart  was  still  felt  beating  through  the  riba. 
A  tube  was  then  introduead  into  one  ol*  the  nostrils,  and  the  longs 
were  inflated  about  thirty-five  times  in  a  minute.  Six  minutes  after 
the  commencement  of  artificial  respiration,  he  moved  his  head  and 
legs,  and  made  an  effort  to  breathe.  He  then  was  seized  with  con- 
vulsions, and  again  lay  motionless,  but  continued  to  make  oceasional 
crfibrts  to  breathe.  Sixteen  minutes  after  its  commencement,  the  arti- 
ficial respiration  was  continued.  He  now  breathed  spontaneously 
seventy  times  in  a  minute,  and  moved  \m  head  and  extremities.  After 
this,  he  occasionally  rose,  and  attempted  to  walk,  in  the  intervalsp 
he  continued  in  a  dozing  slate ;  but  irom  this  he  gradually  recover^ 
«d.  In  less  than  two  hours  he  appeared  pertectly  well,  and  he  coa- 
tioued  well  on  the  foUowiiig  day. 

'^  The  inflating  the  lungs  has  been  frequently  recommended  ii^ 
cases  of  suffocation,  where  the  cause  of  death  is  the  cessation  of  the 
functions  of  tlie  lungs.  As  far  as  I  know,  it  has  not  been  before  pro- 
posed  in  those  cases  isk  which  the  cause  of  death  is  the  ccfssation 
tii  the  functions  of  the  brain.  *     It  is  probable  that  this  method  of 

*  Since  tliis  paper  was  read,  I  hsie  been  favoured  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Tna- 
fiideiit  with  the  perusal  of  a  pissertation  on  tho  Effect:^  of  tJie  Upas  Tieiitu,  laielj 
published  at  Paris  l»y  M.  Delile ;  by  which  I  find,  that  he  had  employed  artificial 
resfrinrtion  for  ftie  purpose  of  recovering  anitoais  whiHi  were  under  the  influence  of 
ibis  poison,  with  success.  M.  Delile  uescribes  the  U{xis  Ticute  as  causing  deatli, 
|iy  occasioning  repeated  and  long-continued  contractions  of  the  roubles  of  rcsjiira- 
lion,  on  which  it  acts  through  Uic  medium  of  the  spinal  marrow,  without  dcbUoy- 
jjig  the  functiuus  of  the  br;uii. 
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ti^tment  might  be  employed  with  adnuilage  for  the  recotetj  of 
persons  labouring  under  the  effects  of  <^iim,  end  meny  other  poi* 
tons. 

**  The  experiments,  vhidi  have  be«i  detailed,  lead  to  the  fidkm* 
iDg  condosions. 

*<  1.  Alcohol,  the  essential  oil  of  almonds,  the  juice  of  aeonite, 
the  empyreumatic  oil  of  tobacco,  and  the  woorara,  act  as  poisona,  by 
aimply  destroying  the  funetioos  of  the  bram ;  universal  death  tmfciBg 
place,  because  respiration  is  under  the  influence  of  the  brain,  and 
ceases  when  its  functions  are  destroyed. 

**  %,  The  infusion  of  tobacco,  when  inieeted  into  die  intesttoe8»  and 
the  upas  antiar  when  applied  to  a  wound,  have  the  power  of  render- 
ing the  heart  insensible  to  the  stimulus  of , the  blood,  Chua  stopping 
the  circulation  ;  in  other  words,  they  occasiott  syncope. 

**  3.  There  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  poisons,  whidi,  in  diew 
experiments,  were  applied  internally,  produce  their  eftcts  through 
the  medium  of  the  nerves,  without  being;  absorbed  into  the  circa* 
latioo. 

^  4.  When  the  woorara  is  applied  to  a  wound,  it  produces  its  ef- 
fects on  the  brain,  by  entering  the  circoladon  dirougfa  the  divided 
blood  vessels ;  and,  from  analogy,  we  may  conclude,  that  other  poi- 
aons,  when  applied  to  wounds,  operate  in  a  similar  manner. 

**  5*  When  an  animal  is  apparently  dead  from  the  infloence  of  a 
poison,  which,  acts  by  simply  destroying  the  funcdona  of  the  brsia,  it 
may,  in  some  instances  at  least,  be  made  to  recover,  if  respiratioa  is 
artificially  produced^  and  conUnued  for  a  certain  length  of  time." 

Arsenic* 

In  Mr  6rodic*s  yarious  experiments  with  this  mineral  poison, 
the  results  m  all  essential  circumstances  were  U^e  same. 

**  The  symptoms  produced  were — 1.  Paralysis  of  the  hind  legs. 
And  afterwards  of  the  other  parts  of  the  body ;  convulsions ;  diiaU* 
tion  of  the  pupils  of  the  eyes;  insensibility,— all  of  which  indicate 
disturbance  of  the  funcdons  of  the  brain.  2.  A  feeble,  slow»  inter* 
mitting  pulse,  indicating  disturbance  of  the  funcdons  of  the  heart. 
Where  the  heart  has  condnued  to  act  after  apparent  death,  I  have 
never,  in  any  one  instance,  been  able  to  prolong  its  acdon  by  means 
of  artificial  respiration.  3.  Pain  in  the  region  of  the  abdomen ;  pre- 
ternatural secretion  of  mucus  from  the  alimentary  canal ;  sickness  and 
vomiting  in  those  animals  which  are  capable  of  vomidng ;  symptoms 
which  arise  from  the  action  of  the  poison  on  the  stomach  and  intes- 
tines. There  is  no  diflPerence  in  the  effects  of  arsenic,  whether  it  b 
employed  in  the  form  of  white  oxide,  or  of  arsenic  acid,  except  that 
the  latter  is  a  more  active  preparaticn.  When  arsenic  is  applied  to 
a  wound,  the  symptoms  take  place  sooner  than  when  it  is  given  in- 
ternally; hut  their  nature  is  the  same.  "  — *— 

ff  In  whatever  way  the  poison  is  administered,  t)ie  inflanunadoa 
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is  confined  to  the  stomach  and  intestines ;  I  ha^e  nerer  seen  any  ap- 
pearance of  it  in  the  pharynx  or  oesophagus. 

**  Mr  Home  informed  me,  that  in  an  experiment  made  by  Mr 
Hmiter  and  himself,  in  which  arsenic  was  applied  to  a  wound  in  a 
dog,  the  animal  died  in  twenty«four  hours,  and  the  stomach  was 
found  to  be  considerably  inflamed. 

*'  I  repeated  this  experiment  several  times,  taking  the  precaution 
always  of  applying  a  bandage  to  prevent  the  animal  licking  the 
wound.  The  result  wss,  that  the  inflammation  of  the  ftomach  was 
commonly  more  violent  and  more  immediate,  than  when  the  poison 
was  administered  internally,  and  that  it  preceded  any  appearance  of 
inflammation  of  the  wound.  8oroe  experiments  are  already  before 
the  public,  which  led  me  to  conclude  tnat  vegetable  poisons,  when 
applied  to  wounded  surfaces,  affect  the  system  by  passing  into  the 
circulation  through  the  divided  veins.  From  this  analogy,  and  from 
all  the  circumstances  just  mentioned,  it  may  be  inferred  that  arsenic^ 
ia  whatever  way  it  is  administered,  does  not  produce  its  e£fects  even 
on  the  stomach  until  it  is  carried  into  the  blood. 

**  But  the  blood  is  not  necessary  to  life,  except  so  far  as  a  conf^nt 
aupply  of  it  is  necessary  for  the  maintenance  of  the  functions  of  the 
vital  organs.  The  next  object  of  inquiry  thel'efore  is,  when  arsenic 
has  entered  the  circulation,  on  what  organs  does  it  operate,  so  as  to 
occasion  death  ? 

^*  When  arsenic  is  applied  to  an  ulcerated  surface,  it  produces  a 
slough,  not  by  acting  chemically,  like  caustics  in  general,  but  by 
destroyipg  the  vitality  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  applied,  indepen- 
dently of  chemical  action.  This  led  me  at  first  to  suppose*  that 
when  arsenic  has  passed  into  the  circulation,  death  is  the  conse- 
quence, not  so  much  of  the  poison  disturbing  the  functions  of  any 
particular  organ,  as  of  its  destroying  at  once  the  vitality  of  every  part 
of  the  system.  The  following  circumstances,  however,  seem  to  show 
that  this  opinion  is  erroneous.  In  an  animal  under  the  full  influence 
of  arsenic,  even  to  the  instant  of  death,  some  of  the  secretions,  as 
chose  of  the  kidneys,  stomach,  and  intestines,  continue  to  take  place 
in  large  quantity ;  and  the  muscles  are  capable  of  being  excited, 
after  deatli,  to  distinct  and  powerful  contractions,  by  means  of  the 
Voltaic  battery. 

**  In  aninutls  killed  by  arsenic,  the  blood  is  usually  found  fluid  in 
the  heart  and  vessels  after  death ;  but  otherwise  all  the  morbid  ap- 
pearances met  with  on  dissection  are  confined  to  the  stomach  and  in- 
.testines.  As  this  is  the  case,  and  as  the  affection  of  these  organs 
«>ccasions  remarkable  symptoms,  it  may  be  right  to  mention  tlie  re- 
sult of  my  observations  on  this  subject. 

'^  In  many  cases  where  death  takes  place,  there  is  only  a  very 
alight  degree  of  inflammation  of  the  alimentary  canal :  in  other 
cases,  the  inflammation  is  considerable.  It  generally  begins  very 
aoon  after  the  poison  is  administered,  and  appears  greater  or  less 
according  to  the  time  which  elapses  before  the  animal  dies.  Under 
••;,       ^e  same  circumstances,  it  is  lebs  m  graminivorous  than  in  carnivor* 
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oi»  animalai  The  inflammation  is  greatest  in  tlie  sKomaeh  and  in- 
testines ;  but  it  usually  extends  also  over  the  whole  intestine.  I 
have  never  observed  inflammation  of  the  oesophagus.  The  iuflam- 
matlon  is  greater  in  degree»  and  more  speedy  in  taking  place,  whca 
arsenic,  is  applied  to  a  wound,  than  when  it  is  taken  into  the  stomach* 
The  iuflamcd  parts  are  in  general  universally  red«  at  other  timea 
they  are  red  only  in  spots.  The  principal  vessejs  leading  to  the  sto- 
rnach  and  intestines  are  turgid  with  blood ;  but  the  inflammation  is 
usually  conflned  to  the  mucous  membrane  of  these  viscerai  which  as- 
aumes  a  florid  red  colour,  becomes  soft  and  pulpy,  and  is  separable 
without  much  difficulty  from  tlie  cellular  coat,  which  has  its  natural 
appearance.  In  some  instances  thejre  are  small  spots  of  extravasated 
bioo<l  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  mucous  membrane,  or  between  it 
and  tlie  cellular  coat,  and  this  occurs  independently  of  vomiting.  I 
have  never,  in  any  of  my  experiments,  found  ulceration  or  sloughing 
i»f  tlie  stomach  or  intestine ;  but  if  the  animal  survives  for  a  certaia 
length  of  time,  after  the  inflammation  has  begun,  it  is  reasonable  t# 
conclude  that  it  may  terminate  in  one  or  other  of  these  ways. 

**  i  am  disposed  to  believe  that  slougliing  is  very  seldom,  if  ever, 
the  direct  consequence  of  the  application  of  arsenic  to  the  stomack 
or  intestines.  Arsenid  applied  to  an  ulcer  will  occasion  a  slough; 
but  its  action  in  doing  this  is  very  slow.  When  I  have  apphed  th^ 
white  oxide  of  arsenic  to  a  wound,  though  the  animal  has  some^ 
tiroes  lived  tliree  or  four  hours  afterwards,  and  though  violent  in- 
flammation has  taken  place  in  the  stomach  and  intestines,  I  have 
never  seen  any  preternatural  appearance  in  the  part  to  which  it  waa 
applied,  except  a  slight  effusion  of  serum  into  the  cellular  mem- 
brane. Arsenic  speedily  produces  a  very  copious  secretion  of  mi^ 
cus  and  watery  fluid  from  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  sepa- 
rates it  from  actual  contact  with  the  inner  surface  of  these  organs, 
even  though  taken  in  large  quantity  and  in  substance ;  and  in  ani- 
mals which  are  capable  of  vomiting,  by  much  the  greater  part  is 
rejected  from  the  stomach  very  soon  after  it  has  been  taken  in. 
Hence,  though  a  few  particles  of  arsenic  are  sometimes  found  en- 
tangled in  the  mucus,  or  in  the  coagulum  of  extravasated  blood» 
nnd  adhering  to  the  inner  surface  of  the  stomacli,  I  have  never  seen 
it  in  such  a  quantity  as  might  be  supposed  capable  of  producing  a 
slough.  In  one  instance,  where  a  dog  had  swallowed  a  large  quan- 
tity of  arsenic  in  substance,  a  brown  spot,  about  an  inch  in  diame- 
ter, was  observed  after  death  on  the  inner  surface  of  the  cardiac  ex- 
tremity of  the  stomach,  having  so  much  of  the  appearance  of  a 
alough,  that  at  first  I  had  no  doubt  of  it  being  so ;  but,  on  examina- 
tion, this  proved  to  be  only  a  thin  layer  of  dark-coloured  coagulum 
of  blood,  adhering  very  firmly  to  the  surface  of  the  mucous  mem- 
brane, and  having  a  i^vr  particles  of  arsenic  entangled  in  it.  On 
{-emnving  this,  the  mucous  membrane  still  appeared  of  a  dark  co- 
lour ;  but  this  was  also  found  to  arise  from  a  thin  layer  of  coagu- 
|um  ol'  blood  between  it  aud  the  cellular  coat.    The  mucous  mem- 
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l>raAe  itself  was  mflamed ;  but  odierwise  in  a  natural  state.  I  have 
obsenred  a  similar  appearance,  but  occupying  a  less  extent  of  sur* 
face,  several  times.  In  the  Hanterian  Mnseum  there  is  a  human 
stosnach»  which  was  preserved  to  show  what  was  considered  as  a 
slough  produced  \>j  tne  action  of  arsenic.  On  examimng  this  pre** 
paration,  I  found  that  the  dark  coloured  spot,  which  had  been  sup- 
posed to  be  a  slough,  was  precisely  of  the  same  nature  wkh  that 
just  described. 

^  Although  the  affection  of  the  stomach  and  intestines  from  ar« 
senic  is  not  the  cause  of  death,  under  ordinary  chrcumstances,  it  i» 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  it  may  be  so  in  some  instances,  if  the 
animal  survives  the  effects  produced  on  the  organs  more  immedi- 
ately necessary  to  life.  Mr  Henry  Earle  informed  me  of  an  mstance, 
in  which  this  appeared  to  be  the  case.  A  woman  in  St  Bartholo* 
mew's  Hospital,  who  had  taken  arsenic,  recovered  ct  the  immediate 
symptoms,  but  died  at  the  end  of  four  or  five  days.  On  examina- 
tion after  death)  extensive  ulcBrattons  were  found  df  the  mucous 
membrane  of  the  stomach  and  intestines,  which  we  can  hardly  doubt 
to  have  been  tlie  cause  of  death. 

•«  It  18  an  important  matter  of  inquiry,  as  connected  with  judicial 
medicine,  how  far  may  the  examination  of  the  body,  after  deaths 
enable  us  to  decide,  whether  an  animal  has  died  of  the  effects  of  ar- 
senic ?  On  this  subject,  however,  I  have  only  a  few  remarks  to 
make. 

■  **  The  inflammation  from  arsenic,  occupying  in  general  the  whole 
of  the  stomach  and  intestine,  is  more  extensive  than  that  from  any 
other  poison  with  which  I  am  acquainted.  It  does  not  affect  the 
pharynx  or  oesophagus  ;  and  this  circumstance  distinguishes  it  from 
the  inflammation  which  is  occasioned  by  the  actual  contact  of  irri^^ 
tating  applications* 

<<  Bat  little  iti  general  is  to  be  learnt  from  the  examination  of  thc^ 
contents  of  the  stomach  after  death.  When  arsenic  has  been  takea 
in  substance,  small  particles  of  it  are  frequently  found  entangled  in 
the  mucus,  or  in  the  extravasated  blood }  but  where  this  was  not  the 
case,  I  have  never  known,  in  an  animal  that  was  capable  of  vomiting* 
that  arsenic  could  be  detected  in  the  contents  of  the  stomach  after 
death,  though  examined  by  the  most  accurate  chemical  tests.  Av 
some  substances  when  taken  internally  are  separated  from  the  blood 
very  soon  afterwards  with  the  urine,  I  thought  it  probable  that  arse- 
nic might  be  separated  with  the  urine  also ;  but  Mr  Brande  (to  whom 
I  am  indebted  for  assistance  on  this,  as  well  as  on  many  other  occa-f 
sfons)  could  never  detect  the  smallest  traee  of  arsenic  in  it. '' 

Muriate  of  barytes  and  emetic  tartar,  resemWe  arsenic  very 
much  m  their  mode  of  action.  It  is  otherwise  with  corrosive 
sublimate. 

**  Experiment  8. — Six  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate,  dissolved tn  six 
drams  of  distilled  vrater,  were  injected  into  the  stomach  of  a  rabbit 
\rf  means' of  an  elauic  gum  tube*    No  immediate  symptoms  follow- 


4eS  Medical  EtOradf.    Ntf.  IX.  OtiU 

•d  the  injection ;  the  antmal  made  no  expremm  of  pabi ;  b«t  is 
three  minutes  he  became  insensible ;  was  conTolsed  s  and  in  four  mi- 
nates  and  an  half,  from  the  time  of  the  injection  being  madc^  he 
died*  Tremnloos  contractions  of  the  Tolnntary  moKles  continaed 
for  some  time  afterwards.  On  opening  the  thorax,  the  heart  was 
foand  to  have  entirely  ceased  acting,  and  the  blood  in  the  caTities 
of  die  left  side  was  of  a  scaiiet  coloor.  The  stomach  was  nftoch 
distended.  The  pyloric  and  cardiac  portions  were  separated  from 
each  other  by  a  strong  muscular  contraction.  The  contents  of  the 
former  were  firm  and  solid,  and  in  every  respect  resembled  the  nsnal 
contents  of  the  stomach  ;  while  those  of  the  cardiac  portion  ooosst* 
ed  of  the  food  of  the  animal  much  diluted  by  fluid  $  so  thmt  the 
soltttiout  which  had  been  injected,  appeared  to  be  confined  to  the 
cardiac  portion  of  the  stomach,  and  to  be  prevented  entering  the 
pyloric  portion  by  the  muscular  contraction  in  the  centre. 

<*  In  the  pyloric  pordon  of  the  stomach  the  mucous  membrane  had 
itt  natural  appearance  i  but  in  the  cardiac  portion  it  was  of  a  dark 
grey  colour,  was  readily  torn  and  peeled  off;  and  in  some  pans  its 
texture  was  completely  destroyed,  so  that  it  appeared  like  a  pulp, 
on  removing  which  the  muscular  and  peritoneal  coats  were  exposed* 

**  The  repetition  of  the  experiment  was  attended  with  simHsr  re> 
suits.  The  alteration  of  the  texture  of  the  internal  membrane  ap- 
pears  to  have  been  occasioned  by  iu  being  chenucally  acted  on  by 
the  corrosive  sublimate  injected  into  it.  When  the  injection  is  made 
into  the  stomach  of  a  dead  rabbit,  precisdy  the  same  effects  are  pnw 
duced,  except  that,  as  the  middle  contraction  is  here  wanting,  the 
appearances  are  not  confined  in  the  same  degree  to  the  cardiac  por- 
tion. 

*«  The  destruction  of  the  substance  of  the  internal  membrane  of 
the  stomach,  precludes  the  idea  of  the  poison  having  been  absorbed 
into  the  circulation.  We  must  conclude  that  death  was  the  conse- 
quence of  the  chemical  acdon  of  the  poison  on  the  stomach.  This 
organ,  however,  is  not  directly  necessary  to  life,  since  its  funotions, 
under  certain  circumstances,  are  suspended  for  hours,  or  even  for 
days,  without  death  being  produced.  Although  the  stomach  was  the 
part  primarily  affected,  the  immediate  cause  a[  death  must  be  look, 
ed  for  in  the  cessation  of  the  functions  of  one  or  more  of  those 
oreans,  whose  constant  action  is  necessary  to  life.  From  the  scarlet 
colour  of  the  blood  in  the  left  side  of  the  heart,  in  the  experiment 
on  the  rabbit,  wl*  may  conclude  that  the  functions  of  the  lungs  were 
not  affected  ;  but  the  affection  of  the  heart  and  brain  is  proved  by 
the  convulsions,  the  insensibility,  the  affection  of  the  pulse  in  both 
experiments,  and  the  sudden  cessation  of  the  heart's  action  in  the 
first;  and  we  may  therefore  be  justified  in  concluding,  that  the  im- 
mediate cause  of  death  was  in  both  of  these  organs.  As  the  effiects 
produced  appear  to  have  been  independent  of  absorption,  we  may 
pre&ume  that  the  heart,  as  well  as  xhc  brain,,  was  acted  on  through 
the  medium  of  the  nervesr 
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^  That  a  sudden  and  violent  injury  of  tbe  stomach  should  be  ca- 
pable of  thus  speedily  proving  fatal  is  not  surprising,  when  we  con- 
sider the  powerful  sympathy  between  it  and  the  organs  on  which  life 
more  immediately  depends,  and  the  existence  of  which  many  cir- 
cumstances in  disease  daily  demonstrate  to  us. 

**  The  facts  which  have  been  stated,  appear  to  lead  to  the  follow- 
ing conclusions  respecting  the  action  of  the  mineral  poisons,  which 
"were  employed  in  the  foregoing  experiments : 

**  1.  Arsenic,  the  emetic  tartar,  and  the  muriate  of  barytes  do  not 
produce  their  deleterious  effects  until  they  have  passed  into  the  cir- 
culation. 

**  2.  All  of  these  poisons  occasion  disorder  of  the  functions  of  the 
beart,  brain,  and  alimentary  canal ;  but  they  do  not  all  affect  these 
organs  in  the  same  relative  degree. 

**  S.  Arsenic  operates  on  the  alimentary  canal  in  a  greater  degree 
than  either  the  emetic  tartar,  or  tlie  muriate  of  barytes.  The  heart 
is  affected  more  by  arsenic  than  by  the  emetic  tarur,  and  more  by 
this  last  dian  by  the  muriate  of  barytes. 

^  4.  The  corrosive  sublimate,  when  taken  internally  in  large  quan- 
tity, occasions  death  by  acting  chemically  on  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  so  as  to  destroy  its  texture ;  the  organs  more  i mme«- 
diatelj  necessary  to  life  being  affected  in  consequence  of  their  sym- 
pathy with  the  stomach* 

*'  In  making  the  comparison  between  them,  we  observe  that  the 
effects  of  mineral  are  less  simple  than  those  of  the  generality  of  ve- 
^table  poisons ;  and  when  once  an  animal  is  affected  by  the  former* 
there  is  much  less  chance  of  bis  recovery  than  when  he  is  afft^cied  by 
the  latter.'' 
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CRITICAL    ANALYSIS. 


I. 

A  Description  of  the  Afieries  of  the  Human  Boefy.  Sy  Jjhi 
Barclay^  M.  D«  Lecturer  on  Anatomy  and  Surgeryt  Fdlow 
of  the  Royal  Coll^[e  of  Physicisms^  and  of  the  Royal  Society 
of  Edinburgh)  &c  &c.     Edinbur^,  1813.    pp.U9. 

•T'he  importance  of  the  subject  of  this  Tolutne  admits  of  w 
-■-  doubt  We  have  therefore  only  to  inquire  into  the  mannff 
in  which  it  has  been  treated  by  our  author ;  and  in  a  prefttmr 
address  to  his  pupils,  he  has  stated,  rather  quaintly,  setenJpoinb- 
of  view  in  which  his  work  may  be  considered.  ••  Why  another 
description  of  the  arteries  ?  Why  is  it  so  short  ?  Why  is  it  so 
fong  ?  and  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  by  plates  ?  **  The  last  of 
these  questions  deserves  notice,  on  account  of  the  novelty  of  the 
objections  to  their  use  which  Dr  Barclay  has  urged.  He  admits, 
that  plates,  as  pictures  of  individual  objects,  convey  moreliveiy 
impressions  than  verbal  descriptions,  and  require  less  time  acd 
kss  mental  exertion  to  comprehend  them  ;  that  their  attraction 
induces  many  to  think  of  the  subjects  to  which  they  relate,  s^ 
children  are  tempted  to  read,  for  the  sake  of  the  pictures;  afi^ 
that  where  the  objects  are  such  as  the  reader  has  never  seen  and 
never  may  see,  as  in  books  of  pathology  and  natural  histon,. 
they  assist  the  reader  in  forming  more  clear  and  precise  ideas  ot 
the  .subject.  Not  so  in  anatomy  :  the  student  has  more  easv  ac- 
cess to  the  parts  themselves  than  to  good  plates  ;  as  most  coirr 
monly  they  are  inaccurate,  and  not  unfrequendy  false  copie?. 
But  even  the  best  anatomical  plates  of  the  arteries,  for  example* 
contain  only  the  representation  of  some  particular  ramificatiofi» 
or  mixture  of  particular  ramifications ;  for  it  would  require  inn«- 
mcrable  plates  to  represent  all  the  diversities  of  ramification,  an^ 
it  is  impossible  to  condense  the  particular  diversities  of  ramifica- 
tiou  into  one  form:. 


^  Anstonied  pitftesf  therefore,  represemiDg  one  of  the  cdninion' 
Varieties  of  an  orgab,  should,  if  properly  understood,  be  only  an  in* 
citemeot  to  study  the  rest.  The  absurd,  bat  too  prevalent  notion, 
that  these  are  exp/essire  ot  certain  generic  or  specific  characters ; 
that  they  supersede  the  necessity  of  reading,  or  ofexamining  the  or- 
gans themselves  in  all  their  varieties,  has  induced  a  degree  of  indifier* 
ence  and  subineness,  that  has  been  injurious  to  the  progress  of  anatotey* 

'*  Even  tne  splendid  anatomical  plates  of  Albinus  and  Haller  have, 
from  this  cause,  instead  of  promoting^  rather  retarded  the  spirit  of  in- 
c)\iiry,  and  withdrawn  the  attention  from  the  study  and  pursuit  of  ge- 
nenu  truths  to  which  science  aspires,  to  the  contemplation  of  parti- 
cular facts  from  which  it  commenced.  The  plates  of  Albinos,  instead 
of  inducing  the  anatomist  to  read  his  work  De  Sceleto  tlumano,  and 
his  work  entitled,  Hktoria  Musculorum,  have  been  the  means  of  suf- 
fering thetn  to  fall  into  almost  totai  neglect  and  oblivion.  Little  sure- 
ly did  Albinus  imagine,  that,  after  publishing  his  Historia  Museuhrum, 
the  atttcfament  o^  the  obliqaus  ezternus  to  the  spine  of  the  pubes^  or 
the  conpression  of  the  oi^uira,  by  the  muscles  caJled  coMpresiores  jpro* 
siaUf,  would  haye  ever  been  considered  as  the  discoveries  of  later 
times ;  and  less  surely  might  Haller  have  imagined,  when  he  combat- 
ed the  opinioa  that  the  high  division  of  the  humeral  artery  was  not  the 
most  common,  thut  his  learned  annotations  would  have  been  forgot* 
ten,  and  his  plates  quoted,  not  half  a  century  after  his  death,  to  prove 
be  was  ignorant  of  the  very  division  of  which  he  had  collected  so  va- 
rious proo£^  of  which  he  had  seei^  and  of  which  he  had  examined  such 
a  number  of  cases  to  ascertain,  on  the  principles  of  induction,  whe- 
ther it  or  the  one  which  he  has  depictca  was  the  most  common. 

*'  This  fondness  for  the  plates*  and  reluctance  to  the  labour  of  stu- 
dying the  works,  which  the  plates  were  only  intended  to  illustrate, 
presage  nothing  that  is  favourable  to  anatomy.  They  indicate  the 
decline  of  those  energies,  and  of  that  enthusiasm,  by  which  its  bound- 
aries were  originally  extended ;  they  imply  that  anatomists  Ate  he* 
ginning  to  dislike  the  smdl  of  the  lantp;  that  they  feel  not  the  plea- 
sure, which  they  ought  to  feeh  in  the  actual  inlpection  of  the  objects 
themselves ;  that  they  seldom  pei^etere  until  they  are  fatigued,  or  re- 
joice at  being  fatigued  in  such  a  cause ;  and  that  they  are  appalled 
at  the  Ubour  and  toil  that  are  absolutely  necessiCry  fbr  the  successful 
prosecution  of  science.  '*  p.  <v.— xviil^ 

We  will  concede  to  Dr  Barclay,  that  the  fresh  soh^iect  in  itt^ 
comparablv  the  best  means  of  studying  anatbmy ;  we  will'  dd^ 
mit^  that  ary  preparations  are  in  some  respects  {^referable  to  very 
^^ood  phues ;  and  we  will  even  grant,  that,  in  some  instances* 
plates  have  directly  retarded  the  progress  of  anatomical  know- 
ItKige  I — ^stiU  it  is  impossible  not  to  perceive,  that  Dr  Barclay's 
argum^its  against  toem  arc  exa^^rated,  and  that  he  has  under- 
vaJaed  their  advantages.  As  the  meana  of  refreshing  the  me* 
niory  of  those  who  have  studied  the  anatomy  of  the  fresh  suU* 

rou  viii.  NO'  S2i  0  g 
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jecti  of  increasing  the  utility  of  dried  preparations  by  snpplytng' 
t-he  natural  appearances  of  the  parts  totally  lost  in  these,  and  of 
directing  the  young  stadent  in  his  researches  and  dissections, 
their  value  is  great  and  obvious.  That  many  content  ihemsdves 
ivith  examining  plates  without  studying  the  works  connected  with 
them  is  no  doubt  true ;  but  these  would  have  equally  neglected 
the  works,  though  no  plates  had  accompanied  them ;  and  even  of 
anatomy,  it  is  better  to  have  the  degree  of  knowledge  to  be  got 
from  plates,  than  to  be  altogether  ignorant.  Nor  is  it  necessaij, 
for  a  plate  to  be  useful,  that  it  be  very  elegant  and  minutely  cor- 
rect. Wc  have  no  fears  that  bad  copies  of  good  representations 
should  degrade  and  corrupt  the  taste  of  the  student ;  and  in  a 
subject  so  extremely  variable,  accuracy  in  essential  points*  or 
what  Dr  Barclay  would  perhaps  call  specific  characters,  is  all 
that  is  required^ 

We  cannot  possibly  discover,  in  the  laboured  productions  of 
Scarpa  and  Caldani,  Soemmering  and  Gall,  and  many  living 
anatomists  of  our  own  country,  any  decline  of  the  energies,  and 
of  that  enthusiasm  by  which  the  boundaries  of  the  sdeDce  were 
originally  extended,  or  in  the  admiration  with  which  our  students 
contemplate  them,  or  the  diligence  with  which  they  pore  over  the 
useful  compilations  of  Fyfe  or  Loder,  any  thkig  unfavourable  to 
the  progress  of  anatomy.     At  the  same  Ume,  while  we  defend 
the  utility  of  plates  against  Dr  Barclay's  general  objections,  we 
have  no  inclination,  in  reference  to  his  own  publication,  to  ask 
•*  Why  is  it  not  accompanied  with  plates  ?  " 
'     In  an  introduction,  our  author  gives  some  general  ideas  con- 
cerning the  different  ramified  systems  of  the  bo<J^;  and  here  again 
he  comments  upon  the  bad  efiects  of  even  the  best  engravings. 

*'  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  greater  regularity  of  all  the  larger  ra- 
mifications in  the  animal  kingdom,  every  individual  exhibits  many  pe> 
culiar  varieties  in  the  smaller  branches,  and  even  in  some  of  the  larger 
branches,  where  parts  are  diseased,  or  where  habits  are  formed  of  va- 
ried extensive  and  voluntary  motions.  Such  varietiesr  in  copying  from 
nature,  are  often  represented  in  anatomical  engravings,  and  references, 
,  often  made  indiscrioAinately,  to  the  varieties  as  well  as  to  the  common 
ramifications.  These  engravings,  again,  if  works  of  celebrity,  are  of- 
ten, along  with  their  verbal  descriptions,  and  with  very  little  change, 
copied  by  others,  while  these  copies,  passing  for  originals  with  the 
young  and  unsuspicious,  the  conclusion  is,  that  branchings  described 
by  so  many  anatomists  in  different  countries,  and  at  different  periods, 
must  be  branchings,  if  not  universally  present,  at  least  very  general 
among  the  species. 

**  On  this  hypothesis,  and  with  a  persuasion  that  appearances  obsexv- 
ed»  and  with  little  variation  in  every  individual,  must  be  matters  of  im- 
portance, and  among^the  essential  characters  of  the  species,  the  student 
proceeds  to  examine  them  with  care^  and,  trying  to  remeiaber  them 
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with  their  connexions  and  relative  situations,  soon  finds  that  his  labours 
are  vain,  and  desists  from  his  task  in  a  fit  of  despondency ; — nor  need 
his  despondency  be  a  matter  of  wonder.  "  p.  xiv.  xt. 

•*  Fortunately  it  is  neither  neceffary  nor  proper,  the  very  attempt  being 
equally  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  reafon  and  common  fenfe.  Lee 
him  only  compare^  with  tbefe  plates  and  defcriptions^  a  few  preparations 
where  the  vipfTels  have  been  fuccefsfully  inje<5led,  or  the  branchings  of 
nerves  minutely  difft^ded ;  he  (hall  fee  his  preparations  in  the  f mailer 
branches  ditfering  widely,  not  only  from  the  plates,  but  from  one  another; 
and  (hall  fee  each  preparation  exhibiting  branches  and  ramifications  pecu- 
liar to  itfelf,  exhibiting  many  not  referred  to  in  the  plates,  and  wanting 
many  that  are  there  honoured  with  obtrufive  references  and  tedious  de- 
fcriptions.  Such  a  companion  mufl  foon  convince  him,  that  many 
branches  and  ramifications  defcribed  by  anatomifts,  are  the  mere  pecu- 
liarities of  individuals,  and  yet  thefe  not  a  tenth,  nor  a  twentieth  part  of 
what  they  might  have  talked  of,  had  they  defcended  to  ilill  fmaller 
branches,  nor  one  million  of  a  thoufand  millions*  had  they  taken  the  m2« 
crofcopcj  and  tried  to  difcover,  enumerate,  and  defcribe  the  extreme 
branches  that  elude  the  fight  of  the  naked  eye.*'  p,  xvi. 

Accordingly  our  author,  in  imitation  of  the  systematic  writers 
on  natural  history,  Las  endeavoured  to  describe,  not  the  indivi- 
dual, but  the  species. 

*'  In  defcribing  the  four  ramified  fyllems,  as  occurnrig  in  man  and  the 
lower  animals,  under  a  great  variety  of  forms,  we  perhaps^  like  the  natu- 
ralift,  might  find  it  neceffary  to  divide  each  into  different  orderi$,  genera> 
and  fpecies.  •  But,  confining  our  views  to  the  ramified  fyftems  of  the 
human  body,  the  characters  which  diflinguifh  their  different  orders,  gene- 
ra, and  fpecies,  fall  not  within  the  plan  of  our  inquiry.  We  have  merely 
to  fele£i  the  chambers  of  the  fpecies  from  the  varieties  that  didinguiHi  in- 
dividuals. Thus,  in  comparing  the  arterial  branches  and  ramifications  of 
many  individuals,  we  have  to  examine  all  the  appearances  wherein  they 
differ,  and  wherein  they  agree  ;  wherein  they  agree  often,  and  wherein 
feldom  ;  to  diliinguifh  what  are  regular  from  what  are  variable,  what  are 
peculiar  from  what  are  general ;  and  then  to  fix  on  the  regular  and  gene* 
ral  as  the  charadcrs  of  the  fpecies  :  Noting  at  the  fame  time  the  nature 
and  frequency  of  the  exceptions  from  the  general  rule,  but  omitting  en- 
tirely the  uncertain  and  unimportant  varieties  that  diflinguifh  individuals, 
and  which  never  can  be  objects  of  any  defcription  that  is  applicable  to 
the  fpecies. 

**  By  leaving  as  uncertain  what  is  uncertain,  and  defcribing  as  regular 
^cly  what  is  regular,  we  fhould  greatly  facihtate  the  progrefs  of  an  atomy » 
relieve  our  defcriptions  from  a  great  number  of  ufelefs  incumbrances,  pre- 
sent trifles  from  mingling  themfelves  with  matters  of  importance,  and 
give  to  our  details  a  charadier  of  clearnefs,  manlinefs,  and  iiitereit,  which 
they  hitherto  have  not  had« 

•  "  The  rete  mirabile  of  Oalen,  the  rete  mirabile  of  Hovius,  tlie  ramification  of 
the  humeral  aitery  as  in  the  lemur,  the  ramifications  of  the  mesenteric  as  in  the  bOw, 
auid  the  famificatiuas.  of  the  renal  as  in  tlie  cat,  are  properly  generic  rainificatiuns. 
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*'  Should  it  be  objeded  to  fach  d«fcrtptionff»  that  thej  mft  neodbrilf 
be  vague  and  ioiperfedli  the  reply  ity  that  they  muft  certainly  be  vagiie  and 
imperfedy  conficlered  as  defcriptiont  of  any  incfividaal*  joll  as  deficnpikuif 
ef  any  indiTidual  muft  be  va^e  and  impeiied  defcriptioos  of  the  fpccses. 
But  although  the  uniform  characters  of  the  fpeciet  be  more  geoev^  tba* 
the  varieties  of  the  individual«  it  does  not  follow  that  the  deCniption  of 
thefe  general  chancers  may  not  be  fully  as  minute  and  accvrmte  aa  tfatf 
of  the  individual  varieties*"  |  p.  xtx.— «aL 

The  diflBculty  of  such  an  undertakiiw  must  be  obvioasy  be* 
cauae  whatever  truth  there  may  be  in  tne  cenaave  of  many  ans- 
tbmista,  for  describing,  as  common,  what  perhaps  belongs  only  U> 
an  individtial,  still  the  principle  of  describing  the  species  of  arleriai 
ramification,  is  founded  on  a  fake  analog.  In:  anatomy,  the 
formation  of  species,  varieties  and  exceptions^  most  be  entirrlj 
arbitrary,  and  is  not,  as  in  natural  history,  connected  with  essen- 
tial characters.  In  arterial  distribution,  there  is  no  such  thing 
as  species ;  we  have  merely  iodividuals,  which  have  more  or  less 
resemblance  to  each  other ;  and  the  onfy  classification  of  which 
they  admit  h  into  unique,  rare,,  common,  and  general.  Bat 
whde  we  deny  and  utterly  reject  the  false  ajipellation^  by  which 
Dr  Barclay^  would  give  a  systematic  air  tx)  his  descriptions,  we 
are  far  from  finding  fault  with  their  kindp  and  we  consider  the 
student  under  very  great  obli^tipns  to  ou?  author^  for  teaching 
him  to  appreciate  duly  the  difference  between  what  i»  universal, 
eommon,  and  rare,  and  also  between  those  cases  whese  the  variety 
of  distribution  is  limited  in  number,  and  where  it  is  almost  as 
numerous  as  the  individuals. 

On  the  nomenclature  of  the  arteries,  we  eould  net  expect  Dr 
Barclay  to  be  silent. 

•<  With  the  natnes  of  the  arteries,  I  (hoU  take  few  libcrtier,  except 
«  here  they  lead  to  amhiguity  or  error  i  or  where  a  change  wobU  fiapbfy 
and  improve  the  language  of  defcription* 

**  When  they-  are  named  from  their  deilination,  or  fronn  the  organs  oa 
which  they  are  ramified,  they  and  the  orgaM,  when  the  change  can  he 
made  without  much  innovation,  fhould  always  have  their  names  from  the 
fame  language.  For  inftance,  the  names  of  the  principal  mu&lea  attach* 
ed  to  the  tongue,  hate  an  allufion  to  its  Greek  name  glofa  ;  while  the 
name  of  the  artery  has  an  allufion  to  its  Latin  name  Imgua,  It  wookit 
have  been  better  had  the  &aic  epithet  which  diftinguiilKS  the  mafcles, 
and  a  pair  of  the  nerves  belonging  to  the  tongue^  been  alfo  made  lo  dif- 
tinguilh  the  artery. 

**  The  pans  of  arteries  (honld  never  be  deferibed  under  feparate  headi^ 
as  if  they  were  whole  or  entire  artetiea  ;  what  we  denominate  ihe  iubcla- 

\  **  It  ismuoh  to  be  regratted  that  such  diitinctions mtc  not  oftener  made,  tfd 
that  the  fiishion  of  destcribing  iodividiuJs  instead  of  the  s|>ecies,  is  acarceiy  •*  mar* 
oommon  error  in  anatomy,  than  the  fashion  in  practica  of  prescribing  for  the  ^k^ 
dies  insCMid  of  the  individual,  who  often  swallows  universal  renwdiei  rcoo 
Itidlscriminately  by  impostors,  to  both  aosss,  and  to  ail  Vipiedcs  of  SM,  < 
yrevioua  habits,  and  idiosyDcrauas,** 
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▼iao>  the  ■xilhiy,  tod  thfe  homeral  aiteriety  are  but  different  parts  of  the 
fame  truflk ;  and  what  we  denominate  the  common  iliac,  the  external  iliaCf 
the  common  femoral,  the  ftperficial  femoral*  the  po|^eali  and  pofterior 
tibial,  are  different  portions  of  another  trunk.  It  is  fnrely  abford,  that 
tbefe  different  parts  (hoiild  each  have  a  name  s  and  yet,  that  the  tokolH 
of  which  they  are  part9t  ihould  hare  no  names.  Where  it  is  expedient 
{and  there  are  cafes  where  It  may  be  expedient)  to  diftinguifh  the  parts 
by  appropriate  names,  let  them  be  difttnguifhed  by  all  means,  but  let  them 
ft  ill  be  diftinguifked  as  parts,  and  not  as  wholes.  "     p.  xxviii*  xxix. 

Having  dwelt  at  so  great  length  on  the  introdactory  remarks 
of  Dr  Barclay,  we  shaJl  enter  very  briefly  into  the  work  itsel£ 
Indeed  it  would  be  preposterous  to  atteni{>t  a  remilar  analysis  of 
a  pubJicatlon  of  this  nature.  We  have  only  to  describe  it  gene^ 
rally,  and  tcr  give  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exo- 
touted.  In  one  word  it  is  a  most  provoking  book.  We  have  learnt 
from  it,  that  all  oar  supposed  knowledge  of  angeiology  is  found- 
ed in  error,  that  the  time  we  bestow^  in  learning  tne  divisions 
and  subdivisions  of  the  arteries  was  all  mispent,  and  that  the 
labour  with  which  we  constructed  and  impressed  upon  our  me- 
mory, tabular  schemes  of  the  distribution  of  arteries,  was  worse 
1  ban  useless*  To  anatomical  discsverers,  this  book  is  a  most  mor- 
tiding  production.  It  almost  precludes  the  possibility  of  claim- 
ing any  credit  for  having  had  Ae  good  luck  to  meet  with,  or  the 
attention  to  describe,  any  supposed  deviation  from  the  usual  ar- 
rangement of  the  vessels.  According  to  Dr  Barclay  there  is  no 
uniformity^  and,  except  in  the  verv  krge  tnmks,  nothing  but  end- 
less variety,  and^  we  had  almost  added,  confudon*  Thus,  speak* 
ing  of  the  fanmeral  artery,  he  says-^ 

**  The  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  attery  commences  where  the 
axillary  portion  ends,  and  is  ufuaUy  defcribed  as  extending  thence  to  the 
beod  of  the  ann«  where  it  divides  into  the  radial  and  ulnar  branches.  But 
this  defcription,  although  confident  with  the  ignres  given  by  Euilachius 
and  Haller,  does  not  correspond  with  the  appearances  which  the  artery 
often  exhibits  in  the  fpecies.  If  the  hameral  portion  ts  to  be  defined  as 
terminating  always  in  what  are  called  the  radial  and  ulnar  branches,  there 
are  numy  cafes,  where  it  muft  terminate  near  the  axilh^  and  at  all  the  dif- 
tancte  between  that  and  the  bend  of  the  arm.  On  the  other  hand»  if  it  be 
defined  as  always  extending  to  the  bend  of  the  arm,  one  or  other  of  the 
two  branches,  which  are  now  denominated  the  radial  and  ulnar,  muft  af- 
fume  the  name  of  Humeral  Artery  ;  fo  that  the  term  Humeral  Artery^  or 
humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery,  mull,  at  different  times,  be  made  to 
convey  very  different  roeaningA.  As  for  Hallcr's  figure  of  tliis  artery, 
and  its  ramifications,  after  what  he  has  faid  concerning  the  principles  on 
which  he  proceeded y  it  cannot  be  thought  difrefpe6lfuT  or  injurious  to  his 
high  and  juftly  acquired  reputation,  to  lay,  it  is  not  an  accurate  defcription 
of  any  appearance  that  is  common  to  the  fpecies  ;  nor,  indeed,  a  defcrip- 
tion applicable  throughout  to  any  appearance  that  occurs  in  individual^ 
4^  a;erely  a  defcripttoa  of  one  of  the  occafional  appearances  of  the  arttij. 
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along  with  Tarieties  of  nmificatton  which  he  had  ohferved  at  difierrat 
times,  and  in  different  fubjeds,  and  from  which  he  had  formed  that  ide>al 
combination,  which  the  figure  reprefents.  His  honed  and  manly  deda^ 
ration  of  the  motives  by  which  be  was  ad^uated,  in  conftmditni^  that  fi- 
ifUre,  fhould  exempt  him  from  cenfure  ;  but  in  what  manner  (hall  we  Tin. 
dicate  thofe,  who,  not  looking  beyond  the  figure,  hare  fervtlely  defcribed 
his  ideal  combination  at  the  time  they  were  pretending  to  be  copying  from 
nature,  and  thereby  have  led  a  number  of  thofe,  who  carelefsly  confided 
in  their  defcriptions,  to  entertain  the  erroneous  opinion,  that  the  humeral 
artery,  in  fize,  dittribution,  and  ramification,  is  remarkably  regular  through* 
out  the  rpecies.  Their  feveral  accounts*  upon  the  idea  that  they  were 
taken  from  adual  obfervation,  were  naturally  viewed  as  corroborative  evi- 
tience  of  one  another,  and  accordingly,  the  whole  confidered  aa  a  proof, 
that  the  artery  had  the  fame,  or  nearly  the  fame  appearance  and  chara^'^r, 
in  all  the  individuals  where  it  had  been  examined.  So  late  evco  as  tike 
time  o^  Camper,  the  figures,  in  both  Euftachius  and  Haller,  which  were 
thought  to  be  confirmed  by  thefe  (hadows  of  a6lual  obfervation,  are  ap- 
pealed to  as  evidence,  that  the  high  divifion  of  the  humeral  artery  does 
not  exid,  Or  occur  but  feldom.  The  truth  however  is,  the  high  divifioo 
occurs  fo  often,  that  we  can  hardly,  with  any  propriety,  call  it  an  ano^ 
maly,  or  prefiime  to  mention  the  place  or  manner  of  the  divifion  that  are 
common  to  the  fpecies. 

**  By  the  humeral  artery,  or  the  humeral  portion  of  the  brachial  artery, 
we  are  fimply  to  underftand  that  continuation  of  the  axillary  portion,  frosi 
which  the  three  arteries  of  the  fore-  arm,  the  radial,  the  ulnar,  and  the  in- 
teroffealy  derive  their  origin  : — the  place  and  manner  of  that  origin  to 
be  left  undefined)  as  thefe  differ  in  different  individuals.  In  a  rare  inftanoe, 
which  I  have  feen,  and  which  is  ftill  piiefei*ved  in  my  coUe^ion,  the  three 
arteries  fpring  up  together  at  the  bend  of  the  arm.  But  if  one  of  the 
three  arife  feparately,  as  is  generally  the  cafe,  then  the  humeral  artery,  or 
what  I  would  call  the  humeral  artery,  will  afterwards  terminate  in  theo- 
ther  two.  Thus,  for  example,  if  the  radial  artery  arife  firft,  the  hunoeral 
artery  will  terminate  in  the  ulnar  and  interofieal ;  if  the  ulnar  artery  arife 
firft,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  interofieal ;  or»  if  the 
interofieal  arife  firft,  the  humeral  will  terminate  in  the  radial  and  ulnar. 
The  firft  cafe  is  common,  the  fecond  is  frequent*  but  the  third  is  rare. 

*'  In  all  cases,  the  humeral  artery  is  imVnediately  under  the  integu- 
ments  and  fascia,  situated  on  the  ulnar  side  of  the  biceps ;  the  alD^ir, 
also,  and  interosseal,  when  they  rise  high,  regularly  condnoe  on  the 
same  side.  Nay,  even  the  radial,  when  it  rises  high,  seldoiDi  if  ev^> 
crosses  the  biceps,  till  that  muscle  sends  off  the  tendinous  aponeanH 
sis,  which  generally,  if  not  always,  protects  this  artery,  as  it  passes 
obliquely  to  its  own  side.  Whatever  be  the  branch,  also,  of  the  fore- 
arm, that  is  sent  off  in  the  region  of  the  humerus,  it  is  never  separat- 
ed far  from  the  trunk.  Of  the  tliree,  however,  the  ulnar,  from  its 
running  occasionally  peripherod  of  the  fascia,  is  that  which  admits 
of  separation  to  the  greatest  distance.  The  separated  branches 
run  parallel,  or  nearly  parallel,  to  the  course  of  the  trunk,  as  iu  ^ 
be  distal  extremity  of  the  humerus,  unless  that  branch  be  the  radiil 
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artery,  arising  from  the  ulnar  side  of  the  humeral,  in  which  case  h 
crosses  the  trank  on  the  dermal  aspect,  to  assume  its  regular  place 
on  the  fore-arm. 

'^  After  examining  a  variety  of  arms  during  dissection,  comparing 
«sore  than  thirty-four  dried  preparations,  and  reading  the  angeiolo- 
^ical  descriptions  of  most  of  the  writers  since  the  days  of  Eustachius* 
1  cannot  discover,  among  all  the  branches  that  are  ramified  between 
•the  aiilla  and  fore*arm,  any  that,  in  strict  propriety  of  language, 
can  be  called  regular.  The  Profunda  Humeri,  the  Artsria  Nu- 
ffRiTiA  that  penetrates  the  bone,  and  the  branch  styled  the  Ramus 
ANASTOifOTicug,  being  regular  only  in  a  limited  sense/when  compar-' 
ed  with  the  others  that  have  still  less  of  the  uniform  character.  " 
p.  96— 106- 

The  quotation  now  made,  will  serve  as  a  fair  ^cimen  of  Dr 
Barclay's  style,  manner^  and  views.  Besides  the  many  historical 
and  critical  observations  with  which  the  dryness  of  description 
is  relieved,  the  value  of  the  work  is  frequently  enhanced  by  the 
introduction  of  physiological  and  practical  remarks  connected 
with  his  subject.  We  need  scarcely  add,  that  we  recommend 
this  work  to  the  student  of  anatomy ;  and  although  we  wish  that 
Dr  Barclay  had  introduced  his  new  nomenclature  more  sparing^ 
ly,  and  only  where  common  language  was  ambiguous  and  in* 
sufficient  for  his  purpose,  we  must  confess,  that  we  became  sooa- 
er  familiar  with  his  new  terms  than  we  expected* 


IL 

An  Inquiry  into  the  Process  ofNatitre  in  repairing  Injuries  of  the 
Intestines ;  illustrating  the  Treatment  of  Penetrating  Wounds, 
and  Strangulated  Hernia.  By  Benjamin  Travers,  Demon- 
strator  of  Anatomy  at  Guy's  Hospital,  Surgeon  to  the  Hon* 
East  India  Company,  and  to  the  London  Infirmary,  for  Dia-i 
eases  of  the  Eye.     London,  1812.    6vo.    pp.  374. 

\%T^*  liave  perused  this  volume  with  great  satisfaction.  The 
^*  ingenious  author  has  establishsd  several  very  important 
points,  and  has  every  where  shown  himself  to  be  possessed  of 
great  acuteness,  observation,  and  industry.  We  proceed  to  give 
a  summary  of  the  contents  of  the  volume. 

Mr  Travers  divides  injuries  into  two  classes;  those  which 
have  an  inherent  power  of  redress,  and  those  which  tend  to  in- 
evitable destruction.     The  imperfection  of  this  cla»ification  \» 
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obvious ;  b)]^t  U  if  of  little  cqnsequence  to  the  character  of  a  woric, 
vlnose  object  i»  to  ascertain  the  plan  and  limit  of  the  opcraiicm 
of  nature  in  an  important  class  of  injuries,  to  oop^pare  the  fmcu 
of  history  with  the  rfsoltiq  of  exp^imfot*  qnd  from  tbe^^  sources 
to  derive  a  rational  and  conaistent  theory  of  treatment.  To  thia 
inquiry  he  was  led,  by  obaervhig  the  nunierona  examples  of 
spontaneous  recovery  from  wounds  of  the  intestinal  canttl  smd 
'mortified  hernia ;  our  ignorance  of  the  proeeas  which  Nature 
adopts  on  these  occasions ;  the  freqaent  failures  of  the  contri v* 
ances  of  art  $  and  the  diversity  of  opinion  which  distraets  the 
practitioner*  In  having  recourse  to  experiments  on  animata  to 
elucidate  his  doubts,  our  author  controverts  the  opinion,  that  the 
jdifierence  of  economy  in  animals  of  different  species,  does  not 
Warrant  the  transferenqy  of  the  results  of  experiments  performed 
upon  9ne  to  another,  by  affirming  that  the  points  of  analog  in 
ine  gen^pl  structure  and  functions  of  all  animals  of  the  same 
plass infinitely  preponderate  over  the  points  of  difiercnce. 

In  the  arrangement  of  his  inquiry,  n^  proceeds  from  the  most 
pimple  to  the  comp^Iicated  forms  of  injury ;  and  the  first  import- 
iant  question  of  which  he  treats  is,  **  whether  wounds  of  the  in<* 
testines  be  foUowed  by  effusion  of  their  contents  into  the  abdo- 
men ?  •*  The  prevalent  ppinions,  that  effusion  from  the  intes- 
tines in  whatever  degree  is  fatal,  and  that  it  is  the  uniform  con- 
sequence of  a  wound,  place  the  practical  importance  of  this 
question  in  a  strong  point  of  view,  as,  in  our  author's  opinion, 
the  latter  of  these  assertions  is  contradicted  by  difsection,  and 
py  the  fact,  that  persons  have  recovered  from  wounds  of  the  in- 
testines, as  proved  both  by  the  direction  and  depth  of  the  wound, 
and  by  tlie  discharge  of  blood  upwards  and  downwards.  These 
lef^ve  na  doubt  that  effusion  of  their  consents  is  by  no  means  a 
necessary  consequence  of  injuries  of  the  int^tiues,  inflicted  by 
accident,  or  intentionally  for  the  sake  of  experiment. 

In  the  second  chapter,  Mr  Travers  treats  of  the  adhesive  in- 
flammation of  the  peritonaeum,  of  which  a  breach  of  continuity, 
and  a  violent  separation  of  parts  naturally  in  opposition,  are  Ho 
powerful  exciting  causes^  The  influence  of  tb^  latter  drcum- 
stance  is  so  great,  that  Mr  T.  says,  '*  If  the  intestine  when 
protruded,  be  gradually  ahd  softly  returned  in  its  natural  ofd^r, 
it  recovers  position  and  function  without  much  conscqucni  ia^ 
llammation.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  it  be  put  back  in  the  mass, 
without  attention  to  tUe  course  of  tlie  canal,  its  organic  function 
is  suspended,  and  it  becomes  an  irritant.  Inflammation  rapidly 
supervenes,  lymph  is  effused  in  flakes,  and  the  folds  are  univeiv 
saUy  agglutinated.  **  We  need  scarce! v  call  the  attention  of  our 
Readers  to  the  practical  application  of  tfjis  remark.    From  cxp crir 
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ments  made  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  reparatioa  adopted  by  na« 
ture  in  penetrating  wounds  unattended  by  exposure  of  the  suty 
and  firom  observations  which  have  occurred  in  practice^  Mr  T ra-^. 
vers  ascribes  the  hiq>py  termination  in  a  great  measure  to  thef 
mechanical  constitution  of  the  abdominal  cavitj^f  as  it  is  called, 
in  which  the  outer  surfaces  of  its  contents  are  everywhere  ill 
contact  with  each  other,  or  the  inner  surface  of  the  containing 
parts,  so  that  In  point  of  £M:t  there  is  no  cavity. 

**  From  these  details  it  appears,  that  further  essential  advantages 
are  derived  from  the  absolute  fulness  of  the  abdomen :  that  it  noS 
oul  J  prevents  eff;ision,  but  provides  the  means  of  restoration :  that  tha 
process  of  spontaneous  reparation  essentially  depends  upon  the  inde* 
finite  eatension  of  theperitonaeum^  (by  which  membranous  surfaces, 
identicid  ia  their  organization  and  properties,  are  everywhere  op* 
posedj,  and  upon  its  disposition  to  assume  the  adhesive  inflamma- 
tioo.  Thus,  if  a  bowel  be  wounded  l^ing  in  contact  with  the  perito* 
uaeum  of  the  musclest  it  repairs  itselt  by  the  mutual  adhesion  of  the 
cut  surfaces ;  another,  more  distant  from  the  parietes,  contracts  a 
close  adhesion  with  the  contiguous  foId»  or  lays  hold  of  the  adjacent 
omentum.  *  If  the  wound  is  an  orifice  from  loss  of  substance,  it  is 
i>eiver  obliterated  by  the  deposition  of  new  matter,  but  by  the  perma* 
nent  close  adhesion  of  the  surface  applied  to  its  margin;  if  on  the 
cootrary  it  is  simply  a  division  of  substance,  as  in  a  clean  cut  wound, 
the  sides  may  uaite  per  se,  without  contracting  any  surrounding  adhe« 
aions,  as  happened  m  the  instance  of  the  sailor  before  mentioned ;  in 
which  case  it  appears  probable  that  the  cicatrix  will  escape  detection,** 

The  real  dan^^er  of  siinple  intestinal  wound^^,  depends  upon  the 
inftunmatioii  nol  being  circumscribed  to  the  imoiediate  vicinity 
of  the  injury,  but  becoming  diffused  and  extensive.  The  for* 
mer  is  salutary,  and  the  process  by  which  nature  repairs  the  in- 
jury $  the  latter  proves  destructive,  ehher  by  tending  directly  to 
gangrene,  or  in  healthier  snfc^cts  in  the  adhesive  stage.  Effii-^ 
sion  of  bile,  nrihe,  or  feailent  matter,  prove  unifornily  fatal,  by 
their  irritating  quality  exciting  inflammation  j  but  cmised  blood 
does  not  irritate  until  it  become  decomposed,  and  may  be  re- 
moved with  success,  llie  practical  inferences  which.  Mr  Tra- 
vers  has  drawn  from  his  consideration  of  this  subject,  is  to  assist 
the  salutary  processes  of  nature  by  total  abstinence  from  solid 
food,  allowing  no  nourishment  but  drink  of  easy  absorption, 
given  very  sparingly  and  at  long  intervals,  with  a  rigid  p^eserva^ 

*  '^ '  It  does  not  seem  necessary,  *  says  Mr  Hunter,  <  that  both 
surfaces  which  are  to  be  united  should  be  in  a  state  of  iuflammationi 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  union  ;  it  appears  only  necessary  tha€ 
one  should  be  in  such  a  state,  which  is  to  furnish  the  materials,  viz. 
to  throw  out  the  coagulating  lymph,  and  the  opposite  uninflamec| 
surface  accepts  simply  of  the  union. '' '  p.  ^52, 
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would  be  nugatoryf  but  whoever  w31  earefidlf  ezaaino  die  [ 

of  rcitoratioiii  will  come  to  the  atropger  coaclttsion,  thet  it  is  injiin* 

OB8>  and  in  direct  violation  to  the  procedure  of  Nature. "  pw  188, 189. 

This  chapter  conclacles  with  a  fe#  dbserlratiottt  on  aitifidal 
anus  as  a  consequence  of  woundi.  Our  authof  thM  |)roeeecb  to 
the  consideration  of  strangulatiou,  primary  and  secondaiT»  of  the 
intestines,  and  the  mode  in  which  it  produces  death,  ne  imi- 
tated the  former  by  making  a  light  ligatufe  upon  the  protruded 
gut,  and  the  latter  by  drawing  a  loop  of  intestines  through  a 
small  Auscular  orifice.  In  the  former,  sphacelus  is  rapidly  in- 
duced, the  ^t  bursts  arid  discharges  the  contents  of  the  Upper 
bowels.  This  gives  immediate  r^ef,  and  an  artificial  anus  is 
formed ;  and  though  the  experiment  is  uldttiately  filUd,-  the  peri- 
toneal surface  invariably  remains  healthy.  In  the  lafl^,  in&oD- 
mation  of  the  strictured  bowel  is  produced,  and  if  the  obstroctioo 
be  complete,  the  animal  dies  of  general  peritoneal  intfamroation. 
To  discriminate  between  the  efl&taof  theobstmetion  aikl  of  the 
local  injury,  our  author  combined  these  experimMta  in  m  third, 
which  he  considers  as  provhig  that  the  obstruction,  tkbd  iKit  the 
local  injury,  is  the  cause  of  peritoneal  inllammatioil. 

**  A  loop  of  intestine,  four  inches  lonjr^  was  drawn  through  a  small 
incision  of  the  parietes;  the  anterior  hali  was  strangulated  by  a  tight 
ligature  on  the  outside  of  the  integument*  which  was  then  sewed  close 
around  it;  and  the  remaining  t^o  inches  were  left  to  tniladie  in  the 
space  between  the  ioauscles  and  the  skin.  The  slough  of  the  strangn- 
lated  part  speedily  followed,  and  suffered  the  marttfeii  to  pass  exter- 
sally.  The  animal  lived  a  week,  and  then  suodc  under  the  dram  from 
the  wound, 

**  EMamnatioH.'^Tht  intercepted  portions  of  bowel  Were  highlj 
inflamed,  and  their  contiguous  surfaces  adhered;' the  sloughs  were 
detached  by  ulceration  in  the  line  of  the  ligature  |  but  ill  witfaia  the 
abdomen  appeared  healthy. 

**  This  experiment  proves  that  inflaifunation  of  the  strictared  gut, 
when  existing  in  the  greatest  degree,  does  not  spread  into  the  abdo* 
men  or  extend  above  the  stricture,  so  as  to  afiect  the  peritoneal  sur* 
fece.'»     p.  307,  £08. 

In  fijrther  confirmation  of  his  opinion,  Mr  Travcrs  details 
aome  cases  communicated  by  Dr  Babington  and  Dr  Farre,  in 
which  the  characteristic  symptoms  of  strangulated  hernia  were 
jthe  efiects  of  intestinal  obstruction  from  other  causes;  and  he 
<}ttote8  the  fact,  that  freauently,  although  the  operation  be  dex- 
]terousIy  performed,  and  tne  intestines  reduced  before  any  appear- 
ance of  mortification,  there  is  no  remission  of  the  urgent  aymp- 
|U>m8,  owing,  in  his  opinion,  to  the  obstruction  continuing  in  con- 
^uence  oi  a  paralytic  state  of  the  btrongulated  portion  of  gu;. 
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The  two  last  chapters  treat  principally  of  partial  strangalation 
and  mortified  intestine ;  and  we  shall  terminate  our  analysis  of 
this  very  instrucdve  Tolume^  by  eadracdng  oar  author's  summary 
of  the  treatment  which  he  recommends. 

'*  1.  A  strangulated  intestine  must  be  in  one  ^  two  states^  tis.  re* 
coverable  or  irrecoverable.  The  former  includes  the  inflamed ;  the 
latter  the  mortified  state.  Where  disorganisation  has  not  commenced, 
or,  having  commenced,  is  superficial  or  circumscribed,  the  bowel  may 
be  returned  under  the'  restrictions  before  advised*  Fomentations  ana 
gtysters  must  be  had  recourse  to  imtnedii^ly,.  and  a  mild  purgative  be 
exhibited,  in  the  least  afiensive  form,  as  soon  as  the  irritability  of  the 
vtM^ach  h^  subsided  sufficiently  to  allow  of  its  being  retained,  and  it 
should  he  repeated  at  short  intervi^s,  until  bilious  evacuajtions  are  oh* 
taioed. 

**  2.  Where  th^  gsngrene  is  general  or  complete,  and  the  matters 
are  discharged  through  an  opening  or  openings  in  the  gut,  a  free  in- 
cision of  the  sac  is  all  that  appears  to  be  required.  If  the  spoiled 
gut  is  extensive,  the  surgeon  may  use  his  own  judgment  concerning 
the  removal  of  the  sloughs,  for  the  sake  of  cleanliness. 

**  S.  Where,  under  the  same  state  of  disorganization,  the  gut  has 
not  burst,  and  the  process  of  sloughing  has  not  commenced,  an  open* 
2/ig  should  be  made  near  to  the  stricture^  suflScient  to  admit  of  the. 
discharge  ef  the  matters.  If  the  stricture  should  still  be  sufficient  to 
retain  the  mattersi  which  will  seldom  be  the  case,  a  moderate  diiata- 
tion  of  h  will  be  required.  If  the  discharge  is  scanty,  and  the  symp» 
toms  ave  imperfectly  relieved,  a  gentle  laxative  may  be  exhibited. 
An  enema  should  be  administeced,  without  changing  the  position  of 
the  patieaty  night  and  morning.  The  dressings  shoiJd  be  of  fine  abe 
aorbeol  linen,  and  so  ffeqiiently  renewed  as  to  prevent  the  accumula- 
tion  of  bile  or  fecal  fluid  in  the  wound ;  and  every  precaution  should 
be  taken  to  preserve  cleanliness,  and  prevent  the  overflowing  of  the 
bile  and  consequent  excoriation  of  the  skin.  Bile  appears  essentially 
to  promote  a  oealthy  granulation-  Strong  soups  and  animal  jellieiv 
and  every  variety  of  nutriment  in  a  condensed  but  easil}'  assimilable 
form,  should  compose  the  patient's  diet.  Of  the  propriety  of  exhi- 
biting cordial,  or  tonic,  or  astringent  medicines,  I  ara  very  doubtfuL 
The  augmentation  in  solidity  and  quantity  of  food  should  be  gradual^ 
^nd  especial  care  should  be  taken  to  prevent  obstruction  to  tlie  nuit- 
ters,  when  the  wound  inclines  to  healing,  and  the  discharge  becomes 
sensibly  dimmished.  A  gentle  laxative,  such  as  oil  or  manna,  might 
probably  be  given  at  this  time  with  advantage. "    p.  332-*33<ju 
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III. 

On  the  Operation  of  Largely  Puncturing  the  Capsule  of  the  Crys^ 
taUine  Humour  ^  in  order  to  promote  the  Absorption  of  the  Cata- 
ract ;  and  on  the  Gutta  Serena^  accompanied  with  Pain  and  Inn 
flammation.  From  the  Third  Edition  of  Observations  on  tha 
Cataract  and  Gutta  Serena.  By  James  Ware,  Surgeon, 
F.  R,  S.     London,  1812.     8vo.  pp.  26. 

Tn  the  former  editions  of  Mr  Ware*8  Works,  several  cases 
-*•  were  inserted  of  persons  having  recovered  their  sight  by 
the  opaque  crystalline  lens  being  absorbed  without  the  necessity 
of  performing  any  operation.  These  papers  are  omitted  in  the 
third  edition;  and  the  observations  now  before  us  are  introduced 
to  point  out  a  method  by  which  the  absortion  may  be  promoted, 
not  only  in  cases  of  cataract  subsequent  to  an  external  injury, 
but  also  in  those  cataracts  which  come  on  in  infancy,  and  in 
congenital  cataract.  This  method  consists  of  an  operation, 
which  has,  of  late  years,  been  strongly  recommended  in  all 
cases,  tlie  puncturing  the  capsule  of  the  lens  with  a  needle,  and, 
instead  of  depressing  the  cataract,  the  endeavouring  to  break  it 
down,  and  leave  the  fragments  to  be  absorbed  in  the  aqueous 
humour.  This  mode  was  first  recommended  by  Mr  Pott,  in 
cases  of  soft  or  fluid  cataracts,  where  they  cannot  be  depressed, 
and  has  of  late  years  been  strongly  recommended  in  all  cases  by 
Professor  Scarpa  and  Mr  Hey  of  Leeds.  It  gives  us  much  plea- 
sure to  find  that  the  author,  though  he  recommends  this  mode 
in  the  cases  of  cataract  in  early  life,  still  gives  a  decided  prefer- 
ence to  the  operation  of  extraction,  which  we  have  repeatedly 
pointed  out  to  our  readers  as  unquestionably  the  best  mode  of 
removing  the  disease  in  the  adult.  Mr  Ware,  speaking  on  this 
Subject,  remarks — 

"  To  this  iDdiscriminate preference,  however,  I  cannot  accede;  be- 
ing fully  persuaded,  that  though,  in  the  cases  of  young  persons,  and 
particularly  of  infants,  the  operation  of  largely  puncturing  the  cap- 
sule, and  breaking  down  the  substance  of  the  opaque  crystalline,  pes* 
sesses  considerable  merit,  yet  when  the  cataract  attacks  adult  and  aged 
persons,  the  operation  of  extraction,  if  well  performed,  has  greatly 
the  advantage  over  it. '' — p.  5.  And  again,  p.  9,  **  The  experience 
of  more  than  thirty  years  authorizes  mc  to  entertain  a  much  higher  o- 
pinion  of  the  operation  of  extraction,  and  to  express  a  decided  prefer* 
ence  of  it,  when  the  disorder  attacks  adult  persons  and  those  who 
are  aged, " 

In  performing  the  operation  of  puncturing  the  capsule  of 
the  crystalline  humour,  great  benefit  is  derived  from  the  arli- 
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Bcial  dilatation  of  tlie  pnpll  by  means  of  the  extract  of  belladon- 
na. Though  tlie  singular  property  possessed  by  this,  as  well  a» 
by  other  narcotics,  was  first  pointed  out  in  London  by  the  late 
Mr  Sanders,  it  has  been  long  known  on  the  Continent,  and  we 
recollect  having  seen  an  operation  for  cataract  performed  a  dozen 
of  years  ago,  where  the  belladonna  had  been  previously  applied. 
Of  late  years  it  has  been  more  particularly  noticed  by  Professor 
Himly  of  Jena,  *  and  the  late  Professor  Schmidt  of  Vienna,  who 
gave  a  preference  to  the  hyoscyamus  extract,  as  being  less  sti- 
mulant when  applied  to  the  eye  itself,  and  as  its  effects  are  con^ 
fined  to  the  iris,  whereas  those  of  the  belladonna  sometimes  ex- 
tend to  the  retina.  The  dilatation  of  the  pupil  by  means  of  the 
belladonna,  may  be  caused  by  its  internal  use,  but  it  is  produc- 
ed with  more  certainty  by  rubbing  a  Utile  of  the  extract  on  the 
eyebrows,  or  applying  it  to  the  eye  diluted  with  water,  by  means 
of  a  hair  pencil. 

The  instruments  used  in  this  operation  are  Pellier's  elevator 
for  the  upper  eyelid,  which  is  always  necessary  in  the  case  of  in«* 
fknts,  though,  when  the  patients  are  beyond  that  age,  the  author 
observes,  it  may  sometimes  be  dispensed  with,  and  the  eye  fixed 
by  the  fingers  above ;  a  needle  resembling  that  of  Mr  Hey,  ex- 
cept that  its  extremity  is  pointed,  and  it  cuts  on  one  side  for  the 
space  of  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch ;  the  other  side  is  blunt  ^ 
it  is  about  an  inch  long,  and  should  form  a  complete  wedge 
through  its  whole  length*  The  pupil  having  been  previously  di- 
lated by  the  application  of  the  belladonna,  half  an  hour  before 
Mr  Ware  thus  describes  the  steps  of  the  operation. 

<'  The  patient  being  either  seated  on  a  chair  of  a  suitable  height* 
or  placed  on  a  table  with  the  head  properly  raised  on  a  pillow,  the 
bent  end  of  the  speculum  should  be  introduced  under  the  upper  eye- 
lid,  and  the  instrument  committed  to  the  care  of  an  assistant.  The 
eye  being  thus  fixed,  the  point  of  the  narrow  bUded  knife  above  men« 
tioned  should  be  pierced  through  the  sclerotica,  on  the  side  next  th^ 
temple,  about  the  eighth  of  an  inch  from  its  union  to  the  cornea,  widi 
its  blunt  edge  upwards  ;  and  it  should  be  pushed  forwards  in  the  same 
direction  until  so  much  of  its  blade  has  entered  the  eye,  that  its  point 
has  nearly  reached  the  crystalline.  Its  point  should  then  be  brought 
forwards,  until  it  has  passed  through  the  opaque  crystalline  and  its 
capsule,  and  is  plainly  visible  in  the  anterior  chamber  of  the  aqueous 
humour.  The  future  proceedings  must  be  governed  by  what  now  oc- 
curs. If  the  cataract  be  fluid,  and  the  anterior  chamber  beconrie  im- 
mediately filled  with  the  opaque  matter,  it  appears  to  me  adviseable 
to  withdraw  the  instrument,  and  defer  further  measures  until  the  mat- 
ter be  absorbed,  which  absorption  usually  takes  place  in  the  course  of 
a  few  days,  and  sometimes  of  ai  few  hours.     If  no  visible  change  be 
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produced  ia  the  pupil*  the  point  «nd  catdDg  ad^  of  die  bulraiimt 
aboold  be  applied  in  different  diTeccion«»  td  m  lo  divide  both  the  o- 
paque  crystalliiie  and  iu  capsale  into  small  portionib  and»  if  poKU>le» 
to  bring  them  forwards  into  the  anterior  diamber.  This  maj  lequke 
the  instrument  to  be  kept  in  the  eye  for  a  minate  or  two ;  but,  if  the 
operator  preserve  his  steadine&s,  he  may  continue  it  there  a  much 
longer  time,  without  doing  the  least  injury  to  the  iris  or  any  other 
P'U't.  If  the  cataract  be  found  of  a  firm  consistencei  (though  tbi« 
rarely  happens  in  yourg  persons),  it  may  be  adrisable  to  depress  it 
below  the  pupil )  and  in  such  a  case,  particular  care  should  be  taken 
to  perforate  largely  the  posterior  part  of  the  capsule^  and  to  withdrav 
the  instrument  immediately  after  the  cataract  has  been  depressed,  tnr 
order  to  hinder  it  from  rising  again.  If  the  opacity  be  in  the  Captule, 
the  instrument  will  not  act  so  easily  upon  it  as  it  does  on  the  opaque 
crystalline ;  but,  notwithstanding  this,  the  capM^e,  as  well  as  the 
crystalline,  may  be  divided  by  it  into  largev  or  smallef  portions ;  lAhkb 
portions,  when  thus  divided,  will  be  softened  by  the  actioii  ef  the  a* 
paeons  humour ;  and  thonglu  in  the  first  operation  on  soch  a  case, 
ii  may  not  be  possible  to. remove  the  opacity ;  yet»  on  the  secoAd  oe 
third  attempt,  the  divided  pot tions  may  be  brought  forwards  into  the 
anterior  chamber  of  the  aqueous  humour,  in  which  place  they  will 
then  be  gradually  absorbed^  and  will  soon  disappear ''    p.  11-14. 

In  performing  this  operation,  Mr  Ware  is  fiirther  of  opinion, 
that  tne  surgeon  wiH  operate  with  more  composure  if  tfie  patient 
is  laid  on  a  table,  than  if  be  be  placed  in  the  erect  posture  On  a 
chair,  and  this  wiH  be  found  particularly  proper  where  the  pa- 
tient is  an  infant,  and'  his  steadiness  caDnot  be  depended  on  i 
and,  of  course,  if  the  right  eye  is  the  subject  of  opNeratidn,  and 
the  sor^reon  operate  with  nis  right  hand,  he  must  sit  behind  Che 
patient;  and,  in  that  case,  will  manage  the  speculum  with-  fata 
left  hand,  while  an  assistant  depresses  the  under  eydid.  If  sym- 
ptoms of  inflammation  come  on  after  the  operation,  or  the  pa- 
tient suffer  much  pain  durirg  its  performan(5e,  the  antiphlt^s- 
tic  regimen  should  be  rigidly  observed;  for  we  have  found,  in  all 
operations  for  cataract,  that  the  success  is  more  frequently  pre- 
vented by  inflammation  than  any  other  occurrence  \  diough  the 
author  remarks  that  he  has  never  once  had  occasion  to  take 
blood  from  infants,  and  very  rarely  in  persons  under  twenty 
years  of  age.  The  patient  should  bie  kept  in  a  dark  room,  and 
the  eye  guarded  against  a  strong  light  by  a  compress  of  lineQ 
dipped  in  a  weak  saturnine  lorion,.  for  a  few  days  after  the  ope- 
ration. At  the  end  of  ten  days,  the  inflammation  is  generally 
gone ;  and  if  the  opaque  matter  be  observed  still  to  obMure  the 
pupil,  it  is  recommended  to  repeat  the  operation  in  the  same 
way,  endeavouring  to  bring  the  opaque  portion  into  the  anterior 
chamber.  Mr  Ware  observes,  dbat  in  the  greater  number  of 
^as«|i  that  have  comie  luide^  his  care»  the  opea»tk>n  has  been  re* 
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}>eated  twice ;  in  a  few  the  cure  has  been  completed  the  first 
time ;  and  in  only  three  out  of  the  last  twenty  has  it  been  requi-* 
site  to  repeat  the  operation  a  fourth  time.  Instead  of  these  tre- 
quent  repetitions  of  the  operation,  we  are  of  opinion  that  it 
would  be  much  better  to  fpllow  the  mode  recommended  by  the 
late  Mr  Gibson  of  Manchester^ — after  the  firs£  operation  with 
the  needle,  \xi  make  a  small  incision  in  the  transparent  cornea, 
and  to  extract  the  opaque  portions  through  it ;  as  in  that  way 
their  removal  may  be  in  general  eflfected  at  once,  and  because  it 
is  attended  with  Jess  danger  and  irritation  to  the  eye,  and  occa** 
6ion5  lesfi  pain  to  the  patient. 

Mr  Ware  concludes  the  account  of  this  operation  by  remark*-' 
ing,  in  a  note,  that  he  had  been  informed  chat  the  late-  Mr 
Saunders  punctured  the  cornea  instead  of  passing  the  needle 
through  the  sclerotica.  This  operation  was  proposed  in  the  year 
1797,  by  the  late  Dr  Conradi,  and  repeatedly  practised  .by  Dr 
Beer,  and  other  oculists^  with  various  success ;  but,  in  cases  of 
adults,  cannot  be  brought  into  comparison  with  the  operation  of 
extraction,  and  on  that  account  is  now  generally  laid  aside, 
though  it  might  be  of  great  benefit  when  the  crystalline  is  de- 
cidedly fluid,  being  attended  with  much  less  pain  than  the  usual 
mode  of  performing  depression. 

On  the  Guita  Serena  accompanied  with  Pain  and  Inflammation* 

It  not  unfrequently  happens,  that  patients  labouring  under 
amaurosis,  or  insensibility  of  the  retina,  are  subject  to  attacks  of 
inflammation  of  the  eye,  which  .the  author  considers  to  be  of  a 
peculiar  kind,  and  not  removeable  by  the  ordinary  means.  Frobfi 
having  observed  an  efiusion  of  lymph  between  the  choroid  coat 
and  retina,  in  cases  of  gutta  serena,  after  death,  Mr  Ware  was 
led  to  try  the  efiect  of  puncturing  the  ball  of  the  eye  through  the 
sclerotica,  with  a  grooved  needle,  and  in  many  cases  it  has  been 
attended  with  beneficial  efiects.  As  these  cases  are  not  of  fre- 
quent occurrence,  we  shall  select  one  of  Mr  Ware's,  as  the  best 
description  of  his  method  of  treatment. 

*<  Mr  G.  of  Cbippeoham  applied  to  roe,  in  the  latter  part  of  No« 
vember  >810,  on  account  of  an  inflammation  of  the  left  eye,  ivhich 
had  been  accompanied,  upwards  of  three  weeks,  vt'iih  a  most  violent 
pain  both  in  the  head  and  eye;  the  $ight  having  been  previously  lost  by 
a  complete  gutta  serena.  A  great  variety  of  evacuant  and  anodyne 
remedies  had  been  employed,  both  externally  and  internially,  by  his  me- 
dical adviser  in  the  country,  without  affording  lasting  relief.  In  thisr 
instance,  suspecting  a  fluid  to  be  effused  between  tiie  choroid  coat 
and  retina,  I  immediately  made  a  puncture  tht-ough  the  sclerotica 
with  the  grooved  needle  above  mentioned;  carrying  the  point  of  the 
instrument  about  three-eighths -of  an  inch  into  the  ball  of  the  eye,  * 
Uttle  further  back  than  the  part  ^ich  is  usually  punctur^  ia  the  o^ 
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peration  of  couching.  A  oonsiderAble  qOantity  of  a  watery  fhudr 
evidently  different  from  the  vitreous  humour,  issued  imiiie(lkitely 
through  the  groove  of  the  instrument.  The  operation  gave  coq- 
sideri3)le  pain,  and  it  did  not  wholly  cease  for  two  hours ;  but  after* 
wards  the  patient  fell  into  a  sound  sleep,  and  awoke  much  refieshedr 
and  quite  easy. "    p.  18-20. 

Mr  Ware  also  mentions  two  cases  of  recent  blindness^  att^id* 
ed  by  a  dilated  pupil,  without  any  pain  or  inflainmatioD»  witere 
the  patients  recovered  their  sight  by  means  of  puncturkig  the 
eyeball  f  and  he  remarks,  that  the  fluid  discharged  appeared  la 
l>e  merely  the  vitreous  humour,  acarody  in  a  diseased  state. 
Particular  care  should  be  taken  to  direct  Uie  point  of  the  inFtru- 
mc^t  so  as  not  to  wound  the  capsule  of  the  ciystaUine,  which 
'  accident  m^ht  occasion  an  opacity  of  that  humour. 

Mr  Ware  concludes  these  observations  by  stating,  that,  in 

;  eases  of  closuire  of  the  pupil  after  an  unsuccessful  operation  of 

[  extracting  the  cataract,  he  nas  repeatedly  succeeded  in  making  a 

'  new  pupU-  according  to  Cheaelden^s  mode,  the  fibres  of  the  iris 

^tracting  after  they  were  divided,  and  leavtRg  an  opening  very 

nearly  of  the  natural  siae  of  the  pupil*. 


IV. 

BioNOMiA>  Opinions  eoticeming  Life  and  Healthy  introductory 
to  a  Course  of  Lectures  an  the  Physiology  of  Sentient  Brings^ 
By  A.  P.  Buchan,  M.  D.  of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians,. 
Ix>ndoii.    SmaH  8vo»    pp.  119.    London,  1811. 

"fjXTE  have  been  amused  by  the  perasal  of  this- little  weD«written 
^^  volume,  which  exhibits  a  neat  sketch  of  the  general  fact^ 
connected  with  the  existence  of  anhnal  life.  But  we  doubt 
whether  It  be  calculated  to  accomplish  one  of  the  purposes  which 
the  aathor  appears  to  have  in  view,  to  wit,  that  of  seducing  the 
unprofessional  in<}uirer  Into  the  path  of  physiological  sdence, 
and  of  teachiiw  him,  physically  as  well  as  morally,  to  Awotp  kim^ 
self.  For,  inaependenlly  of  the  difficulty  of  conveying  informa- 
tion to  minds  that  have  ••  not  been,  in  some  measure,  already 
awakened  to  analogous  trains  of  thought,  '*  which  the  author  has 
acknowledged  in  his  preface,  the  brief  and  aphoristic  style,  and 
ihe  abstract  form,  in  which  he  has  chosen  to  inculcate  his  opi- 
nions, appear  to  be  ill  adapted  to  interest  tlie  novice,  or  to  facili- 
fiatc  ^  comprehensiou  of  the  arrang,emeut  and  connesioii  of  the 
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fftclSy  from  which  (he  laws  of  lifo  are  deduced.  Nor  are  we  sa* 
tisfied  with  the  author's  reason  for  choosing  this  method ;  name- 
Iv,  his  despair  of  attaining  geometrical  accuracy,  which  he  alone 
deems  worthy  of  the  appellation  of  reasoning.  For,  although  the 
close  connexion  and  dependence  of  every  step  in  the  progre^  of 
the  science  may  not  be  thus  clear  ;*  yet  the  general  laws  are 
equally  the  result  of  an  arrangement  of  facts,  according  to  the 
real  or  apparent  relations  j  and  therefore  the  connecting  mediun^ 
t^hould  not  be  broken,  but  maintained  as  far  as  it  is  practicable. 
Perhaps,  however,  this  is  rather  the  task  of  the  lecturer  in  bis 
subsequent  course,  than  in  an  introductory  sketch. 

The  operations  of  nature,  the  author  observes,  consist  of  a 
series  of  changes,  effected  by  the  motions  of  matter,  which  arise 
from  two  sources— gravitation  or  mutual  attraction,  and  life; 
the  origin  of  both  of  which  is  inscrutable  by  man,  whose  sote 
knowledge  is  confined  to  the  observation,  arrangement,  and  com- 
parison of  the  changes  produced.  The  inference  of  the  existence 
of  mind;  as  distinct  from  matter,  and  as  producing  the  com- 
mencement of  those  motions,  which  our  author  ascribes  to  **  an 
instinctive  principle"  in  man,  is  surely  a  deduction  from  obser* 
vation  of  the  necessary  agency  of  his  own  mind,  or  of  some  other 
self-moving  or  sentient  bein^,  in  giving  rise  to  similar  motions  or 
changes  ;  i,  e,  of  the  necessary  agency  of  a  cause  in  every  change; 
He  ^rms,  with  Tqcker,  that  mind  and  matter  appear  to  be 
equally  durable,  and  alike  incapable  of  increase,  diminution,  dt 
annihilation  ;  a  conclusion  which  is  by  no  means  so  clear,  being 
an  inference  from  an  inference,  and  not  from  direct  observation* 

In  his  idea  of  life,  Dr  Buchan  includes  only  animal  or  sentient 
life,  although  many  of  the  phenomena  of  the  vegetable  world, 
their  generation,  growth,  organization,  secretions  and  excretion^ 
and  their  resistance  to  surrounding  agents  of  decomposition ,  have 
justly  caused  them  to  be  ranked  among  beings  possessed  of  life. 
In  the  very  definition,  which  the  author  has  quoted  from  Lin- 
naeus, to  prove  that  **  the  presence  of  life  is  indicated  by  sensa- 
tion, "  it  IS  said,  **  vegetabilia  crescunt  et  vivunL  "  The  author 
is  of  opinion,  it  should  seem,  that  there  is  a  **  principle  of  life'^ 
superadded  to  organized  bodies,  **  to  which  it  imparts  activity, " 
and  with  which  its  connexion  is  onlv  temporar]^' :  of  the  exist- 
ence of  which,  however,  independently  of  oi^anized  matter,  we 
conceive  there  is  no  evidence ;  and  its  superaddition  to  vegetable 
bodies  is  an  equally  necessary  supposition,  if  the  phenomena  just 
enumerated  are  to  be  attributed  to  such  a  principle  in  any  case. 

After  speaking  of  (be  phenomena  of  animal  life,  which  the 
author  ascribes  to  the  vital  principle,  viz.  the  functions  of  di- 
gestion and  secretion,  and  the  necessity  of  commuuicaticn  with 
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the  air,  which  constitute  what  are  thence  called  the  ^fal  func- 
tions ; — of  sensation^  by  which  animals  are  connected  with  ex* 
lemal  nature  ; — and  of  the  appetites  and  instincts,  by  which  they 
supply  iheniseWes  witli  food,  and  multiply  their  species,  being 
furnished  with  various  organs  of  loeomotion,  &c»  for  the  fulfil- 
ment of  these  purposes,  and  with  organs  of  defence  for  the  pre- 
servation of  their  young ;— 4he  author  informs  us«  that  man  is 
possessed  of  a  second  superadded  principle.  ^  In  addition  to  the 
sentient  principle)  by  wnieh  the  animal  is  distinguished  from  the 
vegetable,  man  is  moreover  endowed  with  a  rational  soul,  tnani^ 
fested  bv  the  significant  sign  of  articulate  speech, "  immediate^y 
inspired  by  the  Deity,  and  "  manifest  in  the  expression  of  his 
countenance — the  image  of  God.  '*  The  faculties  of  other  ani- 
mals are  all,  it  seems,  resolvable  into  the  principle  of  hfe^  and, 
in  our  author's  opinion^  differ  in  toto  from  those  of  man. 

*'  The  senses  only  transmit  particular  notices ;  it  is  the  mind  which 
infers  the  existence  of  a  whole.  That  which  appears  merely  a  colour- 
ed surface  to  an  animal,  to  man  presents  an  iatelligible  picture.  ^  p.  1 K 

We  shall  not  enter  into  any  discussion  upon  these  delicate 
points,  which  in  fact  are  inscrutable  ^  but  we  cannot  express  our 
iqsprobation  of  this  philosophy.  The  last  observation  is  contra* 
dicted  by  the  experience  of  every  day,  as  far  as  any  conclusion 
can  be  drawn  upon  the  subject :  and  however  we  i^ay  admit  the 
limited  and  unimprovable  nature  of  instinctive  propensities  ;  yet 
to  deny  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  (which  implies  tlie  faculties 
of  association  and  memory,  as  wdl  as  of  attention  and  percep- 
tion) to  the  dog,  the  horse,  the  elephant,  &c.  is  in  our  opiniou 
impossible.  To  all  intelligible  appearances  the  dog  has  the  same 
notion  of  the  solidity  of  the  stick  neld  up  to  beat  him,  or  of  the 
meat  offered  him  to  eat,  as  ourselves,  inasmuch  as  he  acts  jua 
as  man  would  act  under  the  same  impressions.  We  know  nut 
where  the  line  is  to  be  drawn. 

«*  »«w  •^Ji  *«*  wf$  »Mvtt.  T  »xa'  »tf^«  %tu  rv^xx :  *'  Our  author  a- 
dopts  the  doctrine — **  It  is  the  mind  that  sees  and  hears,  **  &c. 
Where,  then,  is  the  distinction  between  the  two  **  principles, " 
which  our  author  separates  I  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  **  to  man 
alone  is  given  the  capacity  of  comparing  the  relations  of  matter, 
space,  and  time,  by  means  of  weight,  measure^  and  number.  ** — 
p.  4  2.  "  And  man  J  ike  chief  of  animaU,  toudies  the  earth  Tziih  liith 
more  than  the  termination  if  his  infnior  extitmities, "  p.  15,  His 
superior  faculties  are  abundantly  obvious :  but  the  lower  animals 
•*  see  and  hear,  **  and  possess  faculties  which  are  entirely  distinct 
from  the  ordinary  suggestions  of  what  has  been  called  instinct. 

Dr  Buchan  traces,  with  a  rapid  hand,  some  of  the  other  pert>- 
Uarities  of  organized  life, — its  power  of  resistance  to  Uie  ordi- 
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irary  inflaenoe  of  chemical  and  mechanical  agency » — ^and  the  dif- 
ference in  the  ratio  of  animal  action  and  the  intensity  of  the  sti* 
mulus  which  excites  it,  when  compared  with  mechanical  motion^ 
and  its  cause.  And  he  observes,  that  the  necessities  of  man- 
kind having  led  them  to  the  earlier  cultivation  of  the  mechanical 
sciences,  the  laws  of  ph^'sical  causation  were  too  readily  trans- 
ferred to  the  actions  of  living  and  reasonable  beiags ;  and  thus^ 
much  erroneous  reasoning,  both  respecting  the  health  of  the  bo* 
dy  and  the  principles  of  human  conduct,  has  been  produced,  p. 
18.  Hence  the  study  of  physiology  has  been  chiefly  confined  to 
professional  men,  to  whom  mysterious  knowledge  was  therefore 
ascribed  by  the  people  in  days  of  ignorance,  and  many  of  whom 
indeed  have  thought  it  their  interest  to  pretend  to  possess  it:  so 
that  **  in  all  times,  '*  as  Lord  Bacon  remarks,  **  in  the  opinion 
of  the  multitude,  witches  and  impostors  had  a  competition  with 
physicians ;  and  the  ancient  poets  were  clear-sighted  in  discerning 
this  extreme  folly,  when  they  made  iEsculapius  and  Circe  both 
the  children  of  Apollo. "  p.  20. 

"  Wonder,*'  Dr  Bochan  well  observes,  "  is  the  offspring  of  ig« 
ttorance.  When  a  phenomenon  can  be  explained,  c.  e.  referred  tv 
some  general  law  of  nature,  with  the  operation  of  which  we  are  al* 
ready  acquainted,  men  cease  to  wonder.  But  as  th^  laws  of  4ife  have 
never  yet  become  the  object  of  general  attention,  mankind  in  former 
days  believed  certain  diseases  to  be  the  acts  of  evil  spirits,  as  at  pre* 
aent  they  are  inclined  to  attribute  their  cure  to  any  mysterious  and 
unintelligible  influence,  rather  than  to  the  sanative  powers  connected 
with  the  vital  principle.  Hence  the  belief  that  so  long  prevailed  of 
various  complaints  being  removed  by  the  touch  of  certain  individuals, 
plebeian  as  well  as  royal ;  the  implicit  faith  In  the  tricks  of  animal 
magnetism,  and  the  more  recent  imposture  of  metallic  tractors.  The 
grossness  of  these  and  m^ny  similar  impositions,  proves  that  the  cre- 
dulity of  the  multitude  is  by  no  means  in  proportion  to  the  crofl  of 
the  impostor,  but  in  the  ratio  of  their  own  ignorance.  "     p.  22. 

The  only  efficient  mode  of  eradicating  empiricism,  and  of  ob- 
viating the  extensive  mischiefs  of  medical  imposture,  the  author 
remarks,  b  the  same  which  has  been  successful  in  emancipating 
other  departments  of  human  knowledge  from  the  trammels  of 
imposition,  and  the  dominion  of  ignorance.  Judicial  astrologj', 
and  the  shackles  under  which  the  human  mind  was  held  by  its 
professors  the  soothsayers,  &c.  have  been  annihilated  before  the 
light  of  astronomy :  natural  philosophy  has  banished  the  terrors 
of  spectres,  and  demons,  and  witches,  which  terrified  our  ances- 
tors ;  and  the  golden  dreams  of  alchemy  have  vanished  under  the 
improvements  of  modern  chemistry.  And  as  religion  has  become 
the  subject  of  general  investigation,  the  improvement  of  the  hu- 
man mlud  has  been  j[reatj  npr  has  that  of  morals  been  less  coo« 
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BpicuottB*  We  therefore  nniie  coi'dmlly  with  the  author  in  hb 
votive  exclamation,  ^*  May  the  efforts,  unparalleled  in  any  age  or 
country,  now  making  to  impart  the  advantages  of  education  to 
the  youth  of  all  classes  of  society,  succeed  in  still  farther  promote 
ing  these  desirable  objects  !  "    p.  26. 

The  author  expresses  his  conviction,  then,  that  were  the  studj 
of  the  nature  and  laws  of  the  vital  powers  more  generally  par- 
sued,  the  control  assumed  by  man  over  the  functions  of  the  ani* 
mal  economy,  in  a  state  of  health  and  disease,  would  be  more 
correctly  appreciated ; — •*  pretensions  to  work  miraculous  cores 
by  concealed  and  apparently  inadequate  instruments  would  be 
exploded, — a  just  confidence  in  the  healing  energies  of  nature, 
under  the  guidance  of  science  instructed  by  experience,  would 
take  place  of,  the  present  prevalent  belief  in  the  potency  of  drugs, 
—and  the  art  of  preserving  health,  and  of  treating  disease,  wouid 
truly  deserve  to  be  considered  as  a  department  of  liberal  scienoe,  " 
p.  27. — *^  The  respectability  of  the  profession  in  general  will  thus 
De  augmented,  and  the  members  of  it  will  be  induced  to  study 
theii'  occupation  with  more  diligence,  when  they  find  success  to 
be  connected  with  liberal  conduct,  real  information,  and  sound 
judgment.  As  ihe  rewards  and  honours  of  medicine  are  now 
.distributed,  the  physician  may  often,  with  too  much  truths  apply 
to  himself  the  words  of  the  preacher :  For  if  it  befal  me  even  as 
it  befallcth  thejbol^  uJty  should  I  labour  to  be  more  wise  ?  **    p.  «?. 

The  author  illustrates  theise  opinions  in  the  subsequent  part  of 
the  volume,  as  well  as  in  the  notes  at  the  end  of  it,  which  dis- 
play a  good  deal  of  curious  reading  and  liberaUiy  of  mind  i  but 
which  we  have  not  room  to  follow. 

Dr  Buchan  differs  toto  calo  from  his  celebrated  fatlier  on  the 
subject  of  "  domestic  medicine,  *''  which  he  'believes  must  ever 
prove  abortive ;  nay  more,  he  seems  almost  disposed  to  depre- 
cate all  active  medicine,  as  we  shall  see  presently  ;  but  he  justly 
observes,  that  instructions  respecting  the  **  domestic  manage^ 
fnent "  of  the  sick  have  been  the  result  of  the  study  of  the  laws 
of  life  among  physicians,  and  have  much  diminished  the  evils  of 
disease.  ^  <    * 

*<  lu  proportion  as  rational  do^^rines  of  medicine  are  dififufcd,  will 
the  domeftic  management  of  the  fick  be  improved.  The  admifiioTi  of 
frefti  and  cool  air  to  the  chambers,  and  tl.e  application  of  clean  lines  to 
the  perfoni  of  the  fick, — more  ftriA  attention  to  cleanlinefs  and  verti- 
lation, — ^thc  refrefliing  affufion  of  cold  water  in  certain  fpecies  of  fev^f, 
although  now  familiar  procefles,  are  all  modern  improvements,  introduced 
with  much  difficulty  by  the  more  enlightened  praaitioners  of  medicine,  in 
diwa  contradidion  to  prevalent  habits  and  opinions.  The  dtead  of  in. 
fcaion,  fo  frequently  a  bar  to  the  duties  prefcribcd  by  charity  at)d  by  love, 
Has  airo  been  greatly  dimimfhed,  in  conff  qtence  of  the  nature  and  liaatt 
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^f  coDtagton beioff  better  aKserUined.    Much,  howerer^  yetremAined 
Co  be  doney  especially  in  impressing  the  minds  of  persons  labouring  un« 
<ier  chronic  diseases,  with  a  due  sense  of  the  importance  of  submitting 
^o  a  proper  regulaticm  of  regimen,  which  is  oAen  a  matter  of  no  less 
importance  than  even  the  administration  of  medicine,  ^'  &c,  par.  64^. 
<<  By  the  ancients,  medicine  was  cultivated  as  a  branch  of  philoso- 
-phy,  which  professed  not  only  to  alleviate  present  pain,  but  also  to 
Ceach  the  means  of  protracting  the  existence  of  a  sound  mind  in  a 
sound  body.     Galen  asserted,  that  by  appropriate  regimen  he  could 
*e£fecta  totaJ  change  in  the  physical  tertiperament  of  the  body,  and  even 
alter  and  improve  the  disposition  of  the  mind ;  and  the  celebrated  As- 
clepiades  solemnly  engaged  to  renounce  all  claim  to  the  title  of  phy* 
«tcian,  should  he  ever  become  the  victim  of  disease ;  and,  what  is 
more  extraordinary,  he  lived  to  redeem  his  pledge ; — for,  after  hav* 
Ing  attained  the  age  of  an  hundred  years,  he  di^  in  consequence  of 
a  fall.    A  death,  which,  though  accidental,  could  hardly  be  termed 
premature.  *'    §  65. 

On  the  sttl^ect  of  the  extent  and  advanti\g;es  of*  prophvlactic 
medidne, "  our  author's  opinions  seem  to  have  acquired  some 
distortion^  in  consequence  of  long  attention  to  his  own  peculiar 
Cem|)erament,  which  is  **  readily  disordered  by  every  slight  irre- 
gularity, but  possesses  the  power  also  of  quickly  rectifying  itself 
by  due  attention  to  external  circumstances. "  i  hey  are  not,  if 
we  do  not  misapprehend  them,  corroborated  by  observations 
made  upon  tlie  constitutions  of  men  in  general.  He  seems  to  be 
disposed  to  maintain,  as  far  as  we  collect  from  several  passi^^es, 
that  the  active  interference  of  art,  at  lea^t  in  the  internal  aomi- 
nistration  of  drugs,  is  not  merely  useless,  but  dangerous.  Thus^ 
after  quoting  the  obswvation  of  Sydenham,  that  acute  diseases 
nre  mostly  derived  from  God,  and  chronic  diseases  from  our- 
selves, and  observing  that  active  remedies  are  required  for  re- 
moving the  former,  he  adds — 

^'  But  when  it  is  considered,  that  all  drugs,  improperly  administer* 
ed,  prove  poisons,  (though,  unfortunately  for  the  good  of  mankmd, 
the  converse  of  the  proposition  is  not  equally  true,  for  all  poisons 
are  not  remedies),  and  that  the  prepari^ion  of  these  instruments  of 
cure  can  hardly  be  depended  on  from  the  hands  to  which  that  pro* 
cess  must  necessarily  be  committed  ;  a  conscientious  man  need  not 
be  ashamed  of  acknowledging  some  feelings  of  compunction,  under 
the  serious  responsibility  of  tampering  wUh  human  life^  by  means,  with 
the  nature  of  which  he  is  so  imperfectly  acquainted.''  pat.  72. 

It  can  scarcely  be  matter  of  surprise,  that  Dr  Buchan  should 
deprecate  the  use  of  medicine  in  the  hands  of  the  uninformed, 
when,  even  under  the  direction  of  the  best  physician,  he  deems 
the  administration  of  medicine  to  be  notliing  better  than  **  tam* 
pering  with  human  life.**  This,  however,  is  not  the  onlv  piece 
f*f  satire  against  bis  art^  which  he  has  writieu;  but  the  foUowing 
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passage  has  so  little  of  the  semUance  of  the  nsnal  good  acme  o( 
this  volumet  that  we  can  scarcely  suppose  it  to  have  been  penned 
in  a  serious  mood.  After  stating,  that  the  great  modem  improve- 
ments in  practical  surgery  are  founded  upon  the  general  catpnc- 
tion,  that  external  injuries  are  oniv  to  be  healed  by  removing  aO 
obstacles  to  the  sanative  process  of  the  vital  powers  of  the  consti- 
tution, he  remarks,  that  the  same  opinion  does  not  prevail^  re- 
specting the  means  of  curing  the  diseases  which  come  under  the 
management  of  the  physician* 

«*  This  diversity  of  opinion, "  he  observes,  "  respecting  die  treat- 
ment of  external  and  internal  diseases,  may,  in  part,  depend  <m  the 
injurious  consequences  produced  by  medicines  received  into  the  sto- 
mach not  being  quite  so  obvious  as  the  mischiefs  attendant  on  the 
improper  use  of  topical  remedies ;  and  partly  oa  that  unfounded  con* 
fidence  of  the  sick  in  th^  efficacy  of  drugs,  arising  from  the  interested 
misrepresentations  of  those  who  profit  by  the  administration  of  them. 
The  conceit  that  the  works  of  nature  cannot  go  on  without  the  inter- 
ference of  man,  borders  almost  on  impiety*  Is  it  credible,  for  ex- 
ample, that  a  human  infant  should  be  so  imperfectly  organized,  thit 
It  cannot  pass  over  the  years  of  childhood,  naturally  the  most  healthy 
period  of  life,  except  the  biliary  system  be  ever  and  anon  expurgated 
by  calomel  ?  or  that  die  early  and  habitual  use  of  this  mineral  poison 
can  be  unattended  with  injurious  consequences  ?  Perhaps  the  lime 
may  come,  when  the  most  judicious  plan  of  curing  internal  as 
well  as  external  complaints,  will  be  acknowledged  to  consist  in  re- 
pioving  all  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  e- 
nergy  to  restore  health*     Natura  parendo  vincHur,  *'     par.  71. 

Such  hypothetical  notions  might  arise  in  a  mind,  which  had 
merely  speculated  on  "  the  philosophy  of  life,"  the  inquirer  hav- 
ing forgotten  that  the  phenomena  of  diseases,  and  the  influence 
of  external  agents,  should  also  be  fully  examined,  before  that 
philosophy  could  be  perfect.  But  that  a  physician,  accustomed 
to  the  contemplation  of  diseases,  as  well  as  to  physiological  re- 
searches, should  adopt  such  views  of  the  subject,  is  somewhat 
inexplicable.  The  assertion,  in  the  first  place,  that  the  period 
of  childhood  is  naturally  the  most  healthy,  is  surely  made  in  di- 
rect contradiction  to  the  observation  of  all  phyi^icians  and  his- 
torians, and  to  every  record  of  human  mortality  that  is  extant. 
The  facility  with  which  the  infantile  frame  is  disordered  by  tlie 
slighieal  causes,  is  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  the  greater 
vumlxr  of  the  causes  which  bring  on  disease  in  the  adult:  hence 
the  severe  fevers  arising  from  dentition,  the  perpetual  derange- 
ments of  the  alimentarj'  canal  from  slight  changes  of  diet,  &c.; 
insomuch  that  one  third  of  the  human  species  is  cut  off  b^ore 
the  end  of  the  second  year.  And  is  not  the  inference,  that  a 
substance  which,  under  certain  conditions,  is  poisonous,  must 
therefore  under  ail  conditions  be  U  attended  with  injurious  con:>e- 
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qoenoes, "  a  mere  grmtaifcoos  supposition,  which  is  contradicted 
by  the  general  experience  of  mankind  ?  After  having  witnessed^ 
in  hundreds  of  instances,  the  rapidity  with  which  health  is  re« 
stored  to  children,  in  many  of  their  diseases  in  which  the  excre- 
tions of  the  bowels  are  deranged,  by  these  purgative  minerals, 
urould  it  be  philosophical  to  let  our  suppositions  overrule  the  clear 
results  of  observation  ?  Our  author  has  strongly  recommended, 
in  a  passage  adopted  from  Professor  Robison,  the  study  ofjiml 
causes  in  all  our  investigations  of  nature.  Upon  his  own  princi- 
ple, then,  he  must  admit  the  probability,  that  these  active  agents 
on  the  living  frame  (of  the  remedial  etfects  of  which  we  have 
fully  as  much  evidence  as  of  their  poisonous  qualities,  according 
to  the  mode  of  administering  them)  were  not  produced  by  na* 
ture  for  their  deleterious  properties  only. 

But  is  not  the  concluding  observation  of  the  paragraph  just 
quoted,  a  mere  tissue  of  plausible  terms,  possessed  of  no  actual 
meaning  ?  In  a  multitude  of  the  maladies,  which  we  are  called 
upon  to  alleviate,  what  is  the  nature  and  tendency  of  those 
♦•  natural  exertions  "  of  the  vital  energy,  to  which  our  author 
supposes  that  we  have  only  to  remove  impediments  ?  And  how  is 
this  to  be  effected  in  many  coses,  without  the  *'  almost  impious 
interference"  of  art,  which  administers  vegetable  and  mineral 
poisons?  Are  those  *•  exertions,"  which  constitute  what  we  call 
disease,  really  salutary — ^always  salutary  ?  Or  are  they  not  often 
obviously  and  certainly  of  fatal  tendency,  if  not  interrupted  by 
some  of  the  "  poisons^'*  by  which  we  can  often  control  them  ?  In 
a  fit  of  colic,  for  instance,  can  the  most  determined  advocate  of 
nature's  unimpeded  exertions  suppose,  that  the  violent  spasmodic 
contraction  of  the  gut  is  one  of  those  salutary  actions,  and  ouglit 
not  to  be  interrupted  by  opium  and  calomel,  or  other  antispas- 
modic and  purgative  drugs  ?  Or  what  are,  in  that  case,  the 
**  impediments  to  the  natural  exertions  made  by  the  vital  energy," 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  physician  to  remove  ?  What  are 
these  •*  exertions,"  and  what  these  "  impediments,"  in  all  acute 
inflammations,  ih  hydrocephalus,  in  the  exanthematous  fevers,  in 
syphilis,  in  dropsy?  In  truth,  these  terms,  which  are  borrowed 
by  a  loose  and  false  analogy  frpm  the  vocabulary  of  the  mechanist^ 
are  inapplicable  to  the  science  of  pathology.  It  cannot,  indeed, 
be  for  a  moment  disputed,  that  every  operation  upon  the  animal 
economy  must  take  place  through  the  medium  of  the  vital  power: 
Medicamenta  non  agunt  in/:adaver.  But  the  proposition  is,  in 
our  view  of  the  subject,  not  less  clear,  that  many  of  the  "  exer- 
tions "  of  the  vital  power  are  dangerous  from  their  violence,  or 
from  their  tendency  to  produce  morbid  changes  of  structure,  or 
exhaustion  of  function  j  and  that,  consequently,  **  the  most  ju« 
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didoas  plan  of  curing*'  them  will  ccmfist  in  intarrnpting  or 
pressing  their  violence,  by  means  of  those  physical  i^ents,  bjr 
whidi  alone  we  can  o(»itrcu]  the  actions  of  the  liviog  power,  t •  #• 
among  other  means,  by  mineral  and  vegetable  medicines,  how- 
lever  poisonaus  diey  may  be  when  improperly  or  ignorandy  eni« 
ployed.  The  most  innocent  of  oor  food  might  be  objected  to  on 
;diis  principle;  for  by  excess  in  quantity  it  is  deleterious,  and  may 
become  even  destructive  of  life. 

If  there  is  any  meaning  in  the  doctrines  upon  which  we  have 
just  animadverted,  they  seem  to  be  a  spice  of  that  sort  of  philo- 
sophy, which  was  in  vogue  in  moral  and  political  matters  some 
years  ago,  and  was  founded  upon  the  consideration,  not  of  man 
as  he  is,  but  of  a  certain  perfecUbUity  of  his  nature,  which  tha 

Ehilosophers  anticipated  with  great  confideaoe*  It  seems  proba* 
le,  that  our  author's  views  ofthe  simplicity  of  medical  practice, 
(when  the  whole  shall  be  comprised  in  ^  prophylactic  medi-> 
cine  ")t  ^^  ^  realized  at  that  era  ofthe  world,  when  mankiiui 
shall  obtain  a  perfect  control  over  their  appetites  and  desires,-— 
when  the  golden  rule  of  moderation  in  all  things  shall  never  be 
iilfripged,-^and  folly  shall  have  no  influence  over  human  actions, 
^e  do  hot  believe  that  the  author  has  an v  contemplation  df 
such  Saturnian  Umes^  but  in  such  times  only  can  his  views  of 
medical  practice,  as  far  as  we  comprehend  them,  be  realised. 
For,  as  he  justly  observes,  "  the  preservaticm  of  health  is  rather 
a  virtue  than  an  ari : "  thep*efore,  it  is  obviously  ^e  perfection  of 
virtue  which  be  contemplates  in  this  improvement  of  medicine* 
But  if  that  era  should  ever  arrive^  we  fear  there  will  be  little 
session  for  professors  of  physic  '  . 

*^  The  first  physicians  by  debauch  were  madei 
*'  Excess  began,  and  siiU  sustains  the  trade.  ^ 

And,  therefore,  in  nroportion  as  mankind  avoided  the  caai^  of 
disease,  and  learned  to  banish  empirics,  and  to  piit  a  true  esti- 
mate upon  the  medical  character,  in  ihe  same  proportion  would 
the  necessity  for  physicians  diminish,  and  medicine  would  return 
to  its  pristine  state,  (as  a  branch  of  philosophy  or  general  learn- 
ing), from  which  Hippocrates  has  the  credit  of  havmg  separated 
it,  and  thus  of  having  cleared  it  of  many  false  doctrines  frith 
which  it  had  been  obscured  by  the  speculations  of  the  philoso- 
Iphers.-— See  Celsusi  lib.  1.  Pre£ 
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V. 

wtf  DUkerMion  on  the  BiU  of  a  Babid  Animal  g  being  tie  tubdanee 
gf  an  Essay  wUeh  received  a  Prize  from  the  Btyal  College  ff 
Surgeons  in  London^  in  the  year  1811.  By  James  Gillman, 
F.  L.  S,  Member  of  the  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  Lon- 
don.   Svo,  pp.  181.  Callow. 

'T^HOSE  who  consider  tlie  very  imperfect  state  of  our  knowledge^ 
-^  with  r^rd  to  the  nature  and  efitcient  treatment  of  the  de- 
plorable disease  which  results  from  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal,, 
notwithstanding  the  assiduity  with  which  every  case  has  lately 
been  watched  and  recorded  by  medical  men,  will  perhaps  not 
expect  to  derive  much  important  information  from  one  of  those- 
epnemeral  productions,  commonlv  drawn  up  in  reply  to  tlie 
prize  questions  of  learned  bodies.  JThe  honorary  reward:},  offered 
upon  those  occasions^  are  principallv  calculated  to  excite  the 
ambition  of  students,  who  have  little  practical  information  to. 
communicate;  and  these  laurelled  esAs^y^  therefore,  are  common^-- 
ly  distinguished  rather  by  neatness  of  arrangement,  and  deduc- 
tions from  the  labours  of  others,  than  by  any  actual  augmenta- 
tion of  the  sum  of  knowledge  upon  the  proposed  subject  of  in- 
quiry. The  best  tendency,  perhaps,  of  the  institution  of  such 
rewards,  is  the  direction,  which  they  sometimes  give,  to  the  pur- 
suits and  investigations  of  individuals,  who  thenceforth  adopt 
the  subject  of  their  early  essay  as  the  favourite  object  of  their 
future  observation  and  experiment,  and  thus  ultimately  accumvH 
late  a  mass  of  valuable  information. 

Hiis  will,  perhaps,  be  tlie  principal  advantage  of  the  prize, 
offered  by  the  College  of  Surgeons  in  the  present  instance.  But 
altboiigb  Mr  Gillman's  essay  cannot  be  said  to  have  thrown  any 
new  light  upon  the  obscure  subject  which  he  has  attempted  to 
elucidate,  yet  it  is  creditable  to  his  information  in  respect  to  the 
known  facts,  and  contains  some  additional  observations  from  his, 
personal  investigation,  respecting  the  morbid  anatomy  of  rabies 
in  brutes,  which  are  worthy  of  oeing  recorded. 

He  divides  his  essay  into  three  sections,  which  treat  of  the' 

characteristics  of  rabies  in  dogs, — of  the  treatment  of  the  bite 

of  a  rabid  animal, — and  of  the  consequences  of  such  a  bite^  re- 

spectivdy. 

.  In  describing  the  symptoms  of  rabies  in  tlie  dog,  he  seems  to 
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have  had  before  him  an  ample  account  of  the  phenomena  of  the 
disea<ie,  as  it  appears  in  that  animal,  which  is  given  at  length  in 
Dr  Ilees's  Cyclopaedia,  under  the  article  Dog.     It  must  be  ob- 
served, on  a  perusal  of  these  histories,  that  there  is  no  jjatkogno- 
monic  symptom  of  rabies  in  the  canine  species;  but  tliat,  like 
other  febrile  diseases,  it  occurs  with  a  considerable  variety  of 
symptoms  in  different  cases.     In  some  of  the  inacances  quoted 
by  Mr  Giilman,  the  real  nature  of  the  disease  was  questioned, 
and  doubtless  very  questionable;  and  was  only  presumed  to  hare 
been  rabies  from  the  appearances  which  presented  themselves  on 
dissection.     In  fact,  the  disease  in  the  dog  appears  to  be,  in  some 
cases,  a  sort  of  typhoid  fever,  with  black  and  parched  ton^ipie, 
(hirst,  and  some  d^ree  of  delirium:  in  others,  the  tongue  is 
natural,  and  the  saliva  abundant     In  all  cases,  the  animal  ap- 
pears to  lap  water  readily,  though  in  some  he  does  not  swalfew 
it :  and  there  seems  to  foe  also  considerable  variety  in  the  dis* 
position  to  bite;  the  animal  being  sometimes,  though  rarely, 
violent,  as  the  term  vuid  would  imply ;  but  often  shy,  and  onlj 
peevish. 

The  dissections  have  exhibited  appearances  not  less  various. 
In  one  ca^e,  furnished  by  Mr  Carlisle,  who  examined  the  rabid 
dog  after  death,  ^<  no  peculiarity  of  stomach,  oesophagus,  or  intes- 
tines" was  discovered,  (p.  SI.);  while  in  others,  quoted  from 
the  publication  of  Dr  Beddoes,  on  fever,  from  Dr  Clarke's  case 
related  in  this  Journal,  and  from  other  authorities,  marks  of  in- 
flammation in  various  degrees  have  be^i  observed  in  the  fauces 
and  salivary  glands,  or  in  the  oesophagus,  stomach,  or  intestines, 
and  sometimes  in  the  brain  and  lungs.  This  inflammation,  again, 
has  sometimes  appeared  in  patches,  and  sometimes  it  is  more 
generally  diflused  ;  sometimes  it  has  been  observed  in  the  inter- 
nal, and  sometimes  in  the  externd  coat  of  the  stomach;  and 
sometimes  every  viscus  of  the  abdomen  and  thorax  have  suffered 
from  inflammation,  while  the  head  remained  entirely  free  from 
any  morbid  change. 

In  a  case,  which  occurred  under  Mr  Gillman's  observation, 
subsequent  to  the  presentation  of  his  essay  to  the  Collie,  the 
following  appearances  presented  themselves  on  the  dissection  of 
tlie  dog. 

««  The  pia  mater  was  slightly  inflamed  ;  the  under  surface  of  the 
epiglottis  was  also  inflamed ;  the  trachesi  and  oesophagus  exhibited 
no  morbid  appearances;  the  stomach  contained  a  chocolate-coloared 
gelatinous-like  fluid ;  the  villous  coat  was  very  generally  inflamed, 
and  several  of  the  rugae  were  livid,  and  of  a  chocolate  colour.  There 
were  a  great  number  of  mortified  spots,  some  having  the  appearance 
of  flattened  black  currants  ^  some  more  raised,  like  pustules ;  and  in 
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some  parts  the  ▼illoos  coat  was  ulcerated  and  destroyed.     No  otber 
parts  exhibited  any  morbid  appearance.  '*    p.  31. 

The  author  has  given  a  figure  of  this  stomach,  in  a  sort  of 
aqua  tinta,  which  conveys  but  an  indifferent  notion  of  the  dis- 
ease. He  adds,  that  Mr  Brookes,  in  Blenheim  Street,  has  a 
stomach,  taken  from  an  animal  which  died  rabid,  exhibiting  si- 
milar appearances.  Mr  Giilman  inoculated  two  rabbits  with  the 
fluid  of  these  *^  apparent  pustules ; "  but  no  change  in  their 
health  ensued.  * 

The  dc^,  just  alluded  to,  bit  an  old  sow,  and  two  young  pigs^ 
in  its  rabid  state ;  all  the  three  died  rabid,  and  were  dissected 
by  the  author.  Both  the  symptoms  of  the  disclose  in  the  swine, 
and  the  morbid  changes  observed  after  death,  are  worthy  of  no- 
tice, as  they  are  the  principal  novelties  contributed  by  the  au- 
thor. 

"  One  of  the  young  pigs,  already  referred  to,  which  had  been 
bitten  least,  and  that  only  about  the  ear?,  on  the  morning  of  the  tenth 
day  after  the  bite,  refused  his  food.  When  offered  to  him  as  usual, 
by  placing  it  in  his  trough,  after  smelling  at  it  he  ran  back,  pointed 
his  nose  in  the  air,  and  was  much  agitated :  in  the  evening  he  had  a 
convulsive  motion  and  twitching  of  his  limbs.  The  eleventh  day  (the 
second  of  the  attack  )  he  became  extremely  violent.  When  I  saw  him, 
there  was  a  considerable  quantity  of  frothy  saliva  about  his  mouth : 
he  started,  and  threw  himself  about  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner; 
sometimes  he  sprang  at  least  three  feet  from  the  ground ;  then  beat 
himself  forcibly  against  the  wall ;  and  sometimes  ran  round  on  hia 
hind-legs,  as  dogs  do  when  playing  with  their  tails.  This  he  continu- 
ed, till  exhausted,  he  would  fall  down  and  pant ;  but  soon  again  be- 
came convulsed,  and  leaped  from  the  ground  as  before,  falling  with 
considerable  violence  on  his  back  or  sides.  About  noon,  the  person 
vho  fed  him  gave  him  a  slight  blow  on  the  head,  and  killed  him.  On 
dissection,  the  only  parts  inflamed  were,  the  under  surface  of  the  epi* 
glottis^  and  the  villous  coat  of  the  anterior  surface  of  the  stomach, 
to  the  extent  of  the  palm  of  the  hand.  The  head  had  suffered  such 
injury  from  the  violence  of  the  convulsions,  that  no  dissection  could 
be  made ;  the  skull  and  lower  jaws  were  fractured :  tongue  in  its  na* 
tural  state. "     p.  3S. 

The  other  young  pig,  which  was  seized  on  \he  fourteenth  day 
from  the  bite,  had  been  severely  torn  and  wounded  by  the  teetfi 
of  the  dog.  His  disease  commenced  with  rigors ;  he  stood 
fibivering  beside  his  trough;  appeared  much  debilitated;  and  re- 
f'ised  food.  On  iho  second  day  of  the  disease,  his  posterior  extre- 
mities were  paralytic  ;  he  lay  on  his  side,  frothing  at  the  mouth. 


^  Mr  Giilman  also  inoculated  two  rabbits^  with  the  saliva  of  one  of 
^  rabid  pigs,  without  producing  any  disease  whatevt^r.     p.  38.         , 
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and  pulling  the  straw  about  with  his  fere^feet  and  teeth.  The 
eyelids  were  separated,  so  that  he  seemed  to  stare,  aad  the  eje» 
were  inflamed.  *<  On  the  third  day,  it  lay  the  whok  time  on 
its  side ;  and,  except  occasionally  slight  twitchings  in  the  Icjgs,  it 
remained  perfectly  stili,  and  unaUe  to  rise,  having  lost  all  power 
in  its  extreniities :  it  squealed  when  toucbMl,  as  u  the  skin  w&e 
more  than  usually  sensiole,  and  particularly  when  the  mother  went 
near  it,  or  tuuelied  it.  Towards  the  evening,  the  breathing  be- 
came so  feeble  as  scarcely  to  be  discerned,  and  the  conjunctive 
.raembrai^  so  turgid  as  to  protrude  beyond  the  palpebreB.'*  It 
died  at  a  late  hour  the  same  night* 

On  disstctiont  the  brain  exhibited  a  considerable  haemdrrliage 
.from  the  rupture  of  the  vdns  of  the  pia  mater,  near  the  superior 
Jo|)gitudinal  sinus,  and  the  pia  mater  itself  was  found  much  in- 
flamed: the  tongue  and  oesophagus  natural  $  the  under  sur&ceof 
the  epiglottis,  the  inner  membrane  of  the  trachea  posteriorly,  and 
the  villous  coat  of  the  stomach  near  the  cardia  anteriorly,  sligfat]/ 
inflamed,  one  or  two  of  its  rugae  being  livid. 

The  ojd  sow  began  to  pick  up  straws  and  dirt  taxnty^sevcn 
days  after  the  bite,  and  on  the  ^8th  refused  food,  but  was  ouiet 
and  harmless,  constantly  rubbing  the  bitten  parts,  as  the  oUiera 
had  also  done.  In  the  evening,  she  eat  some  goos^rries,  but 
swallowed  them  with  difficulty.  On  the  next  day,  she  appeared 
duU,  but  came  out  of  her  sty :  some  milk  was  oroied  her,  when 
ahe  made  several  attempts  to  drink,  but  coukl  not :  there  was  a 
"peculiar  convulsive  motion  of  the  hesui,  and  twitching  of  the  un- 
der ^aw,  but  no  dread  of  fluids.  In  the  evening,  tlie  oonvobive 
motions  of  the  head  were  much  increased,  and  recurred  every 
quarter  of  an  hour;  she  then  *'  squealed  out,  and  became  alarm- 
ed when  anyone  approached  her. "  On  iht fourth  morning,  these 
symptoms  became  still  more  frequent  and  violent.     She  often 

1'umped  up  suddenly  upon  her  hina  legs,  and  threw  herself  upon 
ler  back  with  great  force.  She  seems,  indeed,  to  have  exhibited 
much  of  that  extreme  irritability  which  characterizes  the  dis- 
ease in  the  human  subject:  for  **  she  was  afiectcd  by  the  least 
noise:"— Mr  Gilman  says,  *^  when  I  stamped  my  foot  firmly  on 
the  ground,  she  was  thrown  by  the  noise  into  the  most  violent 
convulsive  state,  and  squealed  horribly.  To  such  a  high  degree, 
in  short,  did  the  morbid  excitability  of  the  nervous  system  ar- 
rive, that  tlie  poor  animal  was  aiTected  by  the  least  touch,  which 
seemed  to  be  torture.  In  the  evening  the  symptoms  were  stilt 
more  aggravated :  she  beat  herself  against  the  walls,  and  sprang 
up  against  the  roof  of  the  sty. "  These  agitations  continued  ti^l 
I  wo  in  the  morning,  when  she  died. 

Tlie  following  were  the  appearances  which  presented  them- 
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sfllfips  to  the  diasecton :  m.  digbt  marks  of  inAasimatioii  about 
the  epiglottis  and  the  pjlorus^  with  some  livid  marks  in  the  vil- 
lous coat  of  the  stomach.  The  state  of  the  brain  is  not  mention- 
ed. It  would  seem  obvious,  however,  tliat  both  the  paralysis  of 
the  second  pig,  and  the  violent  convulsive  jactitations  of  the  other 
two,  are  principally  referaUe  to  the  marbid  condition  of  the 
brain*  But  upon  these  appearances,  or  the  connexion  of  the 
symptoms  with  them,  the  author  makes  no  observation. 

He  now  enters  upon  the  investigation  of  the  origin  of  rabies  in 
does ;  and,  after  showing  that  it  probably  is  produced.independ- 
0auy  of  particular  climates,  of  putrid  aliment,  of  deficiency  of 
•  water,  of  want  of  perspiration,  or  of  the  worm  under  the  tongue, 
to  which  it  has  been  at  different  times  ascribed,  he  expresses  hia 
belief  that  it  originates  somewhat  like  typhus  in  the  human  sub- 
ject, and  is  not  alwavs  produced  by  inoculation  by  means  of  a 
bite :  Aat  is,  he  thinks  it  is  occasionally  brought  on  by  the  con- 
finement of  dogs,  without  exercise,  in  close  and  filthy  kennels;: 
and  that  the  success  of  Mr  Trevalyan,  as  rebted  by  Dr  Bardsley, 
in  clearing  his  kennel  of  the  disease  by  changing  even  the  pave^ 
ment,  after  other  means  of  purification  had  faikd,  affords  pre- 
aumptive  evidence  in  favour  of  that  opinion ;  and,  consequently, 
the  method  of  quarantine  adopted  by  Mr  MeyneU,  and  recom- 
mended by  Dr  Bardsley,  on  tli^  supposition  that  the  disease  oii* 
ginates  exclusively  from  contagion,  will  not  be  a  sufficient  pre- 
Yentive  alone.  At  all  eventa,  lie  shows,  firom  some  fads  stated 
by  the  reverend  sportsman,  Mr  Daniel,  that  the  poison  ties  dor- 
mant in  dogs,  in  some  instances,  four,  five,  and  six  months ;  and, 
conaequenUy,  that  the  period  of  two  months  is  not  sufficient  fer 
quarantine,  before  a  new  dog  is  introduced  into  a  pack. 

The  author  concludes  this  section  with  recapitulating  the  in- 
ferenccet  deduced  in  the  course  of  it,  which  are  sufficiently  inde- 
cisive.    The  principal  conclusions,  for  instance,  are, 

<*  That  appearances  of  inflammation,  particularly  of  the  sto- 
mach, are  not  always  found  after  death ;  and  that  the  bodies  of 
these  animals  occasionally  exhibit  no  mark  of  disease  wfiaietfer. 

<*  That,  although  all  the  preceding synip^jR^  maybe  absent^  aa 
fiereeness,  loss  of  appetite,  and  dread  of  water,  and  there  should 
be  no  marks  of  disease  after  deaths  &c.  the  dog  is  capable  of  com- 
municating this  disease  to  various  animals,  partieularly  to  the 
human  species^ "    p.  SS» 

In  fact,  the  most  comprehensive  view  of  the  records  of  medi- 
cine on  this  subject,  lead  to  nothing  more  satisfactorj' ;  for,  al* 
though  some  morbid  change  of  structure  has  commonly  been 
discovered  by  dissection  of  rabid  animals ;  yet  the  organs  which 
wave  ibund  diseased  ia  one^  were  altogether  sound  in  anotiier. 
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and  none  of  the  morbid  conditions  were  adequate  to  explain  all 
the  phenomena  of  this  singular  and  formidable  malady. 

In  his  second  section,  Mr  Giliman  reviews  the  opinions  that 
have  been  urged  in  favour  of  three  modes  of  local  treatment  of 
the  wound,  viz.  the  use  oi  caustics^  of  ablution^  and  of  ejccisian  of 
the  bitten  parts  $  deeming  the  reputed  preventive  medicines  total- 
ly inefficacious.  His  chief  objection  to  the  caustic  arises  from  s 
notion,  that  the  poison  is  not  decomposed  by  such  a  chemical 
agent,  but  that  a  mere  mixture  takes  place  of  the  caustic  sub- 
stance, the  decomposed  animal  fibre,  and  of  the  poison.  <*  A 
new  compound  is  formed,  a  saponaceous  mass,  or  eschar,  which 
is  generally  sufiered  to  remain  until  it  sloughs  away.'*  p.  94. 
Whence,  lie  thinks,  that  actdal  mischief  is  perhaps  proaaced 
both  by  the  retention  of  the  virus,  and  by  the  more  extensive  ex- 
posure of  it  to  the  action  of  the  absorbents.  And  he  quotes  seve- 
ral cases,  in  which  rabies  occurred,  after  the  most  assiduous 
employment  of  caustics.  He,  therefore,  recommends  the  speedy 
and  complete  excision  of  the  part,  after  careful  ablution,  both  of 
the  wound  and  of  the  external  surface.  The  recommaidation  of 
the  latter  caution,  as  well  as  of  changing  the  knife,  as  often  as  it 
appears  to  enter  into  the  wound  made  by  the  tooth,  lest  the 
sound  parts  may  be  inoculated  by  the  very  operation,  appears  to 
be  judicious.  When  the  nature  and  situation  of  the  wounded 
parts  render  excision  dangerous  or  impracticable,  he  advises  us 
to  have  recourse  to  ablutioft  only,  as  the  next  preferable  preven- 
tive ;  for  which  purpose  he  recommends  a  weak  solution  of  am- 
monia, coBsisting  ot  one-fiflh  part  of  the  latter  to  four  of  water  ; 
but  whether  he  employed  the  pure  or  the  carbonated  ammonia^ 
he  has  omitted  to  state.  The  most  assiduous  application  of  the 
lotion,  aided  by  the  use  of  a  syringe,  and  followed  by  that  of 
warm  water,  he  thinks  may  successmlly  remove  every  particle  of 
the  virus,  and  secure  the  patient  from  future  rabies.  He  accords 
with  the  opinion,  now  generally  adopted,  that  this  security  may 
probably  be  obtained,  by  resorting  to  excision,  even  at  a  distant 
period  from  the  bite,  and  when  tJie  wound  has  been  long  heal- 
ed ;  since  the  poison  appears  to  lodge  in  the  part,  and  is  only 
taken  into  the  constitution  at  the  time  when  the  symptoms  of  ra- 
bies commence. 

The  author  quotes  some  experiments  made  by  Dr  Zinke^  of 
Jena  ;  but  from  what  publication,  in  this,  as  in  many  other  in- 
stances of  his  quotations,  he  omits  to  state.  Dr  Zinke  inoculat- 
ed three  dogs,  a  cat,  two  rabbits,  and  a  cock,  with  the  saliva  of 
a  dog,  which  had  died  rabid,  mixing  the  virus,  in  different  in- 
stances, witli  volatile  alkali,  a  strong  solution  of  arsenic,  phosphor- 
ted  water,  and  tincture  of  cantharides^  and  afterwards  washifig  ' 
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the  woutkIs  wth  die  same  MbatanoeB.  One  dog«  on  the  tentk 
dny  after  inoculation,  one  rabbit  on  the  el^ventnavy^  the  cat  oa 
the  ntntkn  and  the  cock  on  xIm  Jburieenik  day,  wertf  seized  with, 
rabies,  which  proved  fatal :  the  rest  had  no  disease.  Prom  these 
experiments  we  aoqnire  no  information,  except  perhaps  an  ar* 
pn^ment  in  refutation  of  the  opinion,  maintained  by  some  physi^ 
ciana,  that  the  rabies  originates,  like  tetanilt,  not  from  the  instil* 
lation  of  a  poison,  but  from  the  irritation  of  the  bite :  but  as  there 
is  a  wound  inflicted  in  the  process  of  the  inoculation,  although 
aurh  a  wound  has  never  produced  rabies,  when  made  with  a  deaa 
instrument,  even  these  racts  will  probably  not  convince  those  in* 
vetorate  sceptics. 

In  the  third  section,  which  relates  to  **  the  consequences,  kC4 
of  the  bite  of  a  rabid  animal, ''  i.  e.  to  the  disease  usually  called 
hydrophobifi,  as  it  appears  in  the  human  subject,  thei^e  is  no* 
thing  particularly  wortny  of  notice,  or  novel,  esccept  a  history  of 
the  symptoms  in  a  enge  which  the  author^had  an  opportunity  of 
seeing.  In  stating  the  literary  history  of  the  disease,  in  a  brid^ 
and  haMv  manner,  (in  which  he  appears  to  hsve  had  another  ar** 
tide  in  the  afore-mentioned  Cydopsedia  in  his  eye),  he  commits 
a  mtstrice  in  saying  that  Aristotle  has  remarked,  that  persoiMbit* 
ten  by  rabid  animsls,  die  of  rabies ;  for  Aristotle  excepts  mui 
alone,  of  all  animals,  from  the  fatd  infisction.'  * 

In  many  passages  the  author  betrays  an  imperfect  acquaint** 
ance  with  tne  correct  structure  of  his  hmgoage ;  but,  on  the 
whole,  he  writes  with  perspicuity. 


VL 

MIonograplm  des  Di^eneratiam  Skirreuses  de  rEstomac^/andee  sitt 
un  grand  nombr^^Ohervatians  r€€ueiUie$  tafU  u  la  Clinique  In'* 
term  de  PBcai^  de  Medecine  de  Paris^  qt^  a  PHSpUal  CocUm* 
Par  Fredebic Chardcl,  M.  D.  i  Paris,  1808^  pp.819. 

n^His  work  is  inscribed  to  Corvisart,  and  appears  to  be  wr^ea 
-*-   by  a  pupil  of  his  very  excellent  schooL    The  author  has  at- 


*  This  exception  is  twice  stated,  in  hijs  short  chapter  "  on  die  dLi* 
eases  of  dogs.  ^  The  words  are,  in  the  edition  of  Th.  Gaza,  **  Canes 
uibns  iaborant  vitits,  rabie,  angin&f  podagra. :  facit  i  abi^  farorcm, 
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tentively  examined  the  ehanges  produced  by  morbid  atructiire  in 
the  stomach,  and  Inf  his  observationft  has  added  to  our  knowledge 
of  the  pathofegy  of  that  organ.  In  his  preface,  he  makes  some 
remarks  on  tlie  comparative  fiabSity  of  tbe  two  aexes  to  difierent 
diseases ;  females  are  more  subject  to  pulmonary  eoDsumption, 
riian  males ;  and  men  are  more  subject  to  organic  diaeaaes  of  the 
stomach  and  of  the  heart  than  women.  Dr  Baillie  baa  remark* 
ed  that  scirrhua  of  the  stomadi  is  more  frequently  met  with  ia 
men  than  in  women,  and  Dr  Chardel's  experience  oonfinss  this 
observation' ;  be  says  he  has  scarcelv  seen  one  instance  of  this 
disease  among  the  patients  at  the  infirmary  (SakpeCri^re)  which 
is  appropriated  to  old  women.  Out  of  the  whole  number  of 
bodies  dissected  every  year  at  TEcolede  Medecine,  fbur  in  everj 
hnndred  are  found  to  have  scirrhous  affection  of  the  stomach. 
Hence  Dr  Chardel  concludes,  that  next  to  the  hings  and  the 
heart,  the  stomach  is  moat  liable  to  organic  disease,  or  to  chang* 
es  of  structure  arising  from  morbid  action  ^  after  the  stomach,  he 
thinks  the  liver  is  most  frequently  affected  with  diseased  strDC- 
ture  I  so  that  the  Uver  ranks  only  in  the  iborth  place,  in  the  scale 
^f  predisposition  to  organic  disease* 

The  order  in  which  the  seirrbous  afiSectionaof  the  stomach  are 
treated  in  this  vahiabk  essay,  is  that  pointed  out  by  anatomical 
demonstrations.  The  author  first  begins  with  scirrhua  of  the 
cArdia ;  next  of  the  body  or  substance  of  the  stomach  ;  thirdly, 
of  scirrhus  of  the  pylorus ;  and  he  tben  goes  on  to  investigate 
the  causes  of  these  diseases,  and  to  point  out  the  various  morbid 
actions  which  may  be  sometimes  confounded  with  and  mistaken 
for  them.  Under  each  article,  cases  and  dissections  are  detailed 
to  illustrate  tbe  observations  which  the  author  makes. 

The  first  chapter  contains  five  cases,  with  dissections,  of  scir- 
rhus of  the  cardia ;  the  symptoms  are,  pain,  difficulty  i»  swallow- 
ing, frequent  vomiting,  costiveness,  emaciation ;  and  sometinies 
a  hard  tumor  can  be  felt  in  the  region  of  the  stomach. 

The  second  chapter  a)mprehend9  scirrhous^  afiectrims  of  the 
body  of  the  stomach,  tbe  symptoms  of  which*  are,  sense  of  weight 
and  uneasiness  in  the  region  ofithe  stoiaach,  vomiting  oi  food, 
obstinat?  costiveness,  aiid  hard  tumor.  AU  the  patients  were 
above  thirty,  most  of  them  above  forty  years  of  age  ;  they  had 
suffered  anxiety,  and  been  exposed  to  mental  distress.  Sooth- 
ing medicines,  anodynes,  laxatives,  glysters,  were  employed  with 

et  quK-moitiorderit  omaia  rabiunt,  etcepio  honiine^  Jntereunt  cane^ 
hoc  morbo,  et  quae  morsa  sunt,  excepio  homne. "  Aristot.  Hist.  Anim. 
lib.  viti.  cap.  22.  The  author's  Uaruing,  in  this  msunc€;at  kast,L*» 
been  at  second-hand. 
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little  or  no  benefit;  bnmdy  was  foapd  to  remain  in  tbe  stomach 
i/^hen  every  thing  else  wks  rejected  by  vomiting*  In  cases  of 
scirrho-contract^  pylorus,  ten  instances  of  which  are  accurate- 
ly described,  the  vomiting  occurs  half  an  hour  or  an  hour  after 
eating ;  a  hardness  and  tumor  can  readily  be  felt ;  the  emacia- 
tion is  veiy  considerable,  and  the  stomach  is  found  prodigiously 
enlaTged  in  sice  and  weight.  In  one  case,  the  great  curvature 
descended  so  low  down  as  the  brim  of  the  pelvis.  The  liver  Wo^ 
found  diseased  in  several  dissections :  white  tubercles  were  de- 
tected in  the  parenchymatous  substance  of  this  organ ;  and  in 
these  cases>  dropsy  preceded  the  death  of  the  patients.  In  the 
rest  of  the  cases,  all  the  viscera,  except  the  pylorus,  were  per- 
fectly healthy. 

The  causes  of  these  disorders  are  far  from  beii^  evident  Dr. 
Chardel  reduces  them  to  three  general  h^s.  1.  Mechanical 
irritation*  2.  Chonical  or  animal  irritation*  9.  A  peculiar  state 
of  the  lymphatic  system*  All  classes  of  people  are  equally  sub* 
ject  to  scirrhous  stomach,  therefore  mechanical  pressure  has  veiy 
little  to  do  in  the  pvoduction  of  the  disease*  The  abuse  of  spiri-' 
taouB  liquors  passes  for  a  frequent  cause ;  yet  among  all  the  ca-^ 
aes  described,  not  a  stnglaooe  supports  that  opinion.  Workmen, 
who  drink  spirite  in  a  morning  fasting,  are  ndt  moiie  subject  W 
scirrhous  aflRsetionsof  the  stomach,  tnan  persons  in  other  situa- 
tions in  Hfe.  Stoll  mentions* his  having  met  virith  -several  instan- 
ces of  sctrrhtts  in  the  stomach,  occasioned  by  the  intemfperatc' 
use  of  spirituous  liquors ;  but  the  cases  adduced  by  hihi  prove' 
too  mucn ;  for  there  were  other  Inorbid  appearances,  which  tould 
not  arise  from  the  topical  action  of  fermented  liquors. 

Scirrhus  cominences  by  a  thickening  of  the  mucous  membrane 
of  the  stomach,  which  forms  adhesions  to  the  muscular  coat;  the. 
ceQular  substance  placed  between  the  muscular  and  peritoneal 
coats  becomes  the  seat  ofthe  diseased  structure^  and,  by  enlarge* 
ment,  separates  the  fibres  of  the  muscular  coat;  these  parts. bet 
come  eplarged,  and  adhere  t<^ether,  till  at  last  the  mucous  mem^ 
brave  is  more  changed  in  its  structure, -becomes  ulcerated,  oi; 
throws  out  a-fungus.  Dr  Chardel  is  dimosed  to thinkthis  onr*: 
plaipt  b  aeidbn  purely  a  local  disease.  He  attributes  it  to  some^ 
mortrid  condition  of  the  lymj»hatic  system/  difiperent  fh>m  canceft  f 
the  organisation  of  the  ttfbercfes  found  sometimes  in  the'stomaefa,' 
attd-soanetinres  in  other  abdominal' viscera,  points  dtit  s6me  an'alo-* 
jfy ,  sflhd  yet  marks  a  dffftr^nce  betwjeen  tb^m  and  cancer*  He  di- 
vides the  -ptodvesA  of  the  disease  into  thf  ec  stages ;  the  bc^inili^pg, 
the  confif'med^  and  tlie  ulcerated  stage.  The  duration  is  lincer* 
tain;  ingeD.eral,  it  is  slow,  especially  in  tl^e  first -stage,  wliich  lists' 
'.    '  '  1  i  2      '     .     .    /  '.  ''' 


sod      "Chardel,  stir  Regenerations  Skirrcnscs  de  TEdomac.    Oct, 

Joncrer  than  tl>e  olher  twd  put  together.  We  shall  translate  our 
ftiUnor's  description  of  these  different  periods,  as  we  are  con- 
vinced, the  diseases  of  which  he  so  inteIB<{ibfy  treats^  are  ofica 
overlooked,  or  clnsseJ  under  the  widely  extended  deHjiuioa  of 
djspepsla. 

'<  Vitii  S£ff^<.t-T-This  is  snmaCiives  presed^d  by  tai^pior  a»d  ficoe- 
ral  weakness  of  th^  whple  system,  He«r(-bi|rii,  fla^ulenoe,  a  ki^d  ei 
smartlngj  which  •ftep  extemls  froKn  the  epigaitric  neigDO  to  thesuks 
and  back,  as  if  the  parts  were  corded  by  fiaio.  From  the  cihd* 
fnencement,  the  pain  is  fixed  t(f  ooe  spot,  either  centinual  of  of 
short  durationy  and  more  or  less  acute  in  the  epigastric  region ;  per- 
haps it  maybe  fncireased  by  pressing  upon  it,  especially  after  a  meal. 
An  increase  of  uneasy  symptoms  after  food  is  taken  into  the  stormch, 
which  Obliges  ifie  patient  gradually  to  lessen  the  quantity.  Difiiculi 
digestion,  accorapamed  wkh  a  sense  of  weight  in  the  epfgastriuas; 
soMietimea  the  A>o<f  is  broc^ht  op  by  Toiniting.  Some  patients  th» 
hate  recourse  to  sptriuious  K^bmrs,.  to  assist  their  dtgeation.  Ai 
ether  times,  aimpfe  naosea  after  a  meal  is  the  only  aymptoor;  and 
ihis  graduaUy  increases,  mtil  the  Aed  is  actually  rejected.  Alkr 
digestion  is  accomplMieti^  ifoirtnBss  «s  g eaeral  retama.  Aitboogb 
the  stofaiacb  be  empty,  oataiaa  and  voiBiiio^  ate  fsequmitlj  tnoubie- 
liome ;  and  whan  vemi^iag  dees  |iet  lai^  plaQa»  aume  p^ttenta  puc 
their  fingers  down  tlieir  throats  In  order  t^  excite  viMoitii^^  which 
affords  relief;  looseness  of  tlie  bowels, . {^specially  when  the  disease 
makes  a  rapid  progress ;  but  morp  commonly  the  bowels  are  torpid» 
and  even  cosUve*  Gly^tas  afid  laxative,  medicines,  by  producing 
stools,  generally  af?()rd  temporary  relieif^  In  spite  of  the .  trouble  in 
digesting  food,  the  appetite  most  Ireq^iM^Btly  contiaoes ;  U  is  some- 
times incre^ed,  and  the  craving  for  food  is  joined  ta  the  horror  of 
the  evils  wliidi  are  brought  on  by  taking  it.  Tlie  tongue  remain^ 
clean  and  moist ;  the  taste  natural.  When  symptoms  of  sordes  ap- 
pear, it  is  only  by  accident*  *' 

^  Second  S^a^.^^Emaetation  strongly  marked;  often  far  aniiranced. 
Tamer ia  the  epiga^ric  region  more  or  less  extensive;  more  or  k^ 
painful.  Lymg  down  tipon  the  side  opposite  to  that  wbieh  is  occu- 
pied by  the  tuamr  b  eognecimes  unaaay.  Vomittng  of  food,  with 
paifli,  or  metotiy  by  the.  rising  op  of  tlierfoiid,  wkimut  Ita  Imei^  im* 
der)g^iie  any  ether  change  than  what  tafas  place  from  its  leanainiog 
ac^^i>  '^Mvif  m  the  at^wacbt  often  k  is  mixed  with  dttck  viscid 
matter.  Patieifts  may  remain  several  daya  witlpo<lkt  vomitii^  when 
ihe  stomach  is  not  vjsry, irritable ;  then  t£e  food  accumuJ^tee,  until 
it  makes  the  stomach  f;omra;Ct^.,and  in  tjus  state  of  di«tensioa,  iu 
figure  can  lie  perceivea  through,  the ,  abdomioal  covering.  Jji  thl- 
ca«e,  It  becomi^s  of  very  great  size,  and  gives  the  sensation  of  some 
fluctuation. 

**  At  this  period,  sedative  medicines  often  produce  the  happiest 
•ff^^cts^  and  Cor  a  time  sti>p  the  sickness.    The  patient  who  baa  betf^ 
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compelled  to  diminish,  by  degrees,  the  bulk  and  Bolldness  of  hi^ 
food,  is  often  reduced  to  takini^  merely  a  little  milk,  broth,  (\r  ver* 
micelli.  Pains  in  the  stomach  become  constant*  Obstinate  costive* 
ffiess  ;  the  stools  become  hard^  thiiu  aiid  pttcby^  very  like  meconium. 
Diarrhoea  sometimes  alternates  with  constipation,  The  appetite  of- 
ten remains,  and  the  tongue  is  clean ;  at  times  a  disagreeable  taste  is 
.  |)erceived,  although  the  tongue  be  not  at  ali  foul. " 

*'  Third  <S/a^:-^£maeietion  and  marasmrvs  arrived  at  its  highest 
point.  The  patient  is  exsuccus,  or  in  a  stale  as  if  ail  the  juices  of  his 
body  had  filtered  away.  Pains  in  the  stomach  are  more  violent  and 
more  permanent ;  opium  no  longer  procures  rest.  The  matter  vo* 
mited  is  changed,  and  has  a  smell  sometimes  that  is  intolerable  ;  at 
length,  what  is  brought  up  by  vomiting,  is  like  black  pease- porridgCt 
resembling  soot  mixed  with  viscid  matter,  or  it  is  only  tinged  wita 
«treaks  of  this  dark  colour.  The  stools  undergo  the  same  changes; 
it  may  happen  the  alvtne  evacuations  alone  undergo  these  changeisi 
if  the*  uleeration  Is  situated  very  near  the  pyloric  openiiig  of  the  sto- 
maeh.  The  fareatli  beeonce  fetid,  the  moutli  very  foul,  yet  the  tonguB 
«till  retains  its  natural  appearaooe.  Towards  the  t^oee,  relaxstibo 
firequedtly  aueceeds  to  ooativenets ;  it  is  net  unooaamon  foe  the  vo- 
oitiog  10  cease*  the  stoviaeb  kavii^  lost  all  its  powder.  Death  takes 
ptece  without  ag«ny.  '* — Such  is  generally  the  progress  of  scirrhns 
<of  the  stomach.  In  some  particular  cases,  vomitings  wjiich  is  the 
chief  symptomf  is  wanting  altogether,  as  several  other  symptoms 
are. "p.  HS. 

Repeetod  observations,  at  the  Codiin  hospital,  have  concur- 
red to  prove  to  Dr  Chardel,  how  obaolre  and  diffictilt  is  the 
dia^oiii  of  organic  affections  of  the  stomach.  Several  cases  are 
\giveo  in  detail  to  prove  tUs  Mseniont  which  needs  no  proof  to 
those  who  am  m  tlie  habit  of  prescribing  for  dtsoaaes  hv  their 
Teal  natnre,  and  not  merely  by  weir  Christian  natne.  Ine  ege 
and  tia»a  of  life  it  the  principal  droumstance  to  be  depended 
.upon,  in  forming  oar  opinion  of  the  nature  of  the  cause  which 
aometimea  excites  incessant  vomiting.  If  the  patient  be  young, 
we  ought  not  suspect  any  acirrbus »  which  does  not  occur  tiU 
nanr  fdvty* 

.The  Jest  duipter  of  this  woiic  Is  very  abort  $  it  contains  mere^ 
iy  a  few  general  ranuak  (gencralttei)  on  the  treatment  of  scir- 
rhous affectimis  of  the  stomach.  It  is  only  by  preventing  the  ul- 
cerated stage  from  coming  on»  that  nsmedieS can  bo  uselui  i  for, 
when  once  eitaUiBhed,  me  core  of  the  disease  is  beyond  the 
reach  of  avt.  The  remedies  recommended,  are,  the  antiphlogis* 
tic  regimen  and  blisters^  when  symptoms  of  increased  action  or 
inflanimatioB  are  present;  opiates,  antispasmodics,  emollient}^ 
laxatives,  glysters ;  and  the  diet  should  consist  of  arxicles  moU 
icasily  di|(e^ed^ 
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PART  III. 
MEDICAL  INTELLIGENCE. 


Biographical  Memoir  of  the  late  Dr  Wjllan. 

Robert  Wjllan,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  aod  S.  A,  was  bom  on  the 
)2th  of  November  1757,  at  the  HiUi  near  Sedbergb»  in  York- 
fihtre,  where  his  father  resided,  in  the  enjoyment  of  exteosive 
jncdical  reputation  and  pracdca  *  He  was  educated  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Society  of  Friends,  and  received  bis  scholastic  tui- 
tion exclusively  at  Sedbergh  $  having  obtained  his  ckasical  know- 
ledge at  the  grammar-school  of  that  place,  under  the  care  of  the 
Reverend  Dr  Bateman,  and  his  mathematical  acquirements,  into 
the  higher  parts  of  which  he  advanced  with  great  success,  by  the 
assistance  of  the  celebrated  Mr  Dawson.  Being  early  distin* 
guished  by  his  studious  disposition  and  the  rapidity  of  his  at- 
tainments,  he  was  a  favourite  pupil  with  both  his  tutors,  and 
was  advanced  by  the  former  into  the  classes  of  his  seniors,  fr- 
mong  whom  he  maintained  his  station  by  the  ezceilenoe  of  his 
lessons  and  exercises.  He  became  ultimately  an  aooomptished 
classical  scholar,  and  was  deemed  to  excel  his  master  in  his  cri- 
tical knowledge  of  Greek*  Mr  Dawson  likewise  esteemed  him 
one  of  the  most  successful  students  of  the  mathematics,  among 
the  numerous  able  pupils  whom  he  instructed  in  that  science. 
The  medical  profession  had  loi^  been  determined  upon  as  the 
object  of  his  future  pursuit  $  and  he  commenced  bis  stmiies  in 
that  line  at  Edinburgh,  in  the  autumn  of  i777.  Ader  the  usual 
residence  of  three  years  in  that  Universityy  he  received  the  de- 
gree of  Doctor  in  1780,  when  he  published  an  inaugural  disser- 
tation, **  De  Jecinoris  Inflammatione.  -' 

In  die  autumn  of  the  same  year,'b^  repaired  to  the  metropolis 
^*ith  the  view  of  obtaining  farther  medical  information,  and  at- 
tended lectures  with  great  assiduity.    An  arrangement  had  been 


*  Dr  Robert  Willan,  senior,  graduated  at  Edinbnrrii  in  1745,  and 
published  an  inaugural  thesis,  *'  De  Qualiucibus  Aerts.  **    The  Hill 
s  now  the  residence  of  his  eldest  son,  Richard  Willan,  Esq. 
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made  some  time  previously  with  Dr  Trotter,  a  relative,  and  a 
physician  of  some  eminence  at  Darlington,  in  the  county  of  Dur- 
ham, but  advanced  in  life,  in  consequence  of  whtch  be  intended 
to  decline  practice  in  that  place  in  favour  of  bis  young  friend, 
jis  soon  as  he  had  completed  his  studies.  When  in  London,  Dr 
Willan  was  introduced  to  Dr  Fothergill,  who,  trom  a  just  esti- 
mate of  his  talents  and  acquirements,  recommended  him  to  try 
his  fortune  in  the  metropolis,  and  offered  him  his  assistance. 
Dr  Fothergill,  however,  died  in  the  month  of  December,  in  that 
year;  and  in  the  commencement  of  the  following  year,  1781, 
the  death  of  Dr  Trotter  also  occurred ;  upon  which  Dr  Willan 
immediately  went  to  Darlington,  where  he  fonnd  two  opponents 
already  on  the  spot:  one  of  these,  the  late  Dr  Rotiieram,  was 
afterwards,  for  some  years,  Dr  Black's  assistant  at  Edinburgh, 
and  ultimately  Professor  of  Natural  Philosophy  in  St  Andrews ; 
the  other,  a  gentleman  whose  name  we  have  not  learned,  continu- 
ed to  reside  theve  while  he  lived.  Dr  Wiilan  remained  at  Dar- 
Ihigton  about  a  year ;  during  which  period  he  analyzed  the  sul« 
phureous  water  at  Croft,  a  village  about  four  miles  from  that 
pkce,  and  wrote  a  small  treatise  respecting  its  chemical  and  me* 
Vicinal  qualities,  containing  also  a  comparison  of  its  properties 
-with  those  of  the  Harrogate  waters.  This  tract  was  published 
by  Johnson,  in  1782^  with  the  title  of  "  Observations  on  the 
Sulphur  water  at  Croft,  near  Darlington;"  and  |i  secpnd  edi- 
tion was  printed  a  few  years  afterwards. 

In  the  beginning  of  1782,  not  deeming  an  establishment  at 
Darlington  worth  contending  for,  Dr  Wiilan  determined  to  le- 
tum  to  London.  The  assistance  of  Dr  Fothergill  was  now  lost 
to  him ;  but  he  experienced  much  active  friendship  from  Mrs 
FothergiH,  the  doctor'«  surviving  sister.  His  advantage,  how- 
•ever,  was  greatly  promoted  by  the  establishment  of  the  Public 
Dispensary,  in  Carey-Street,  which  was  opened  in  the  com- 
mencement c£  1783,  and  was  chiefly  accomplished  by  the  exer* 
tions  of  some  of  his  friends.  He  was  appointed  sole  physician 
to  it ;  and  under  his  humane  and  active  superintendaace,  toge- 
ther with  that  of  his  able  and  benevolent  colleague,  Mr  John 
Pearson,  the  surgeon  to  the  Institution,  the  new  Dispensary 
speedily  flourished,  and  became  one  of  the  mo«t  extensive  and 
respectable  establishments  of  its  kind  in  London.  He  resided 
at  this  time  in  Bartlett's  Buildings,  Holborn,  with  a  family  con- 
nected with  the  S'lciety  of  Friends.  In  March,  1785,  having 
passed  his  examinations  before  the  College  of  Physicians  with 
great  credit,  he  was  admitted  a  Licentiate  of  that  Body ;  on 
which  occasion  he  addressed  some  congratulatory  Greek  verses 
to  the  board  of  Censors. 

About  the  year  1786,  he  engaged  in  the  office  of  teacher,  an4 
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ddivered  lectures  on  the  Miodplfs  and  pnctice  of  medictne  ni 
the  public  Dispensary,  but  his  success,  we  beiieve^  io  this  an- 
dertaking,  was  inconsiderable.  Such  attempts,  indeed,  have  sel- 
dom proved  eminently  advantageoas,  except  in  connexion  with 
the  large  hospitals ;  the  reputation  accruing  from  an  atieodance 
on  these  great  schools  being  deemed  of  almost  eqnal  importance 
to  the  future  success  af  the  student,  wirh  the  knowlecfge  to  be 
acquired  there.  At  a  subsequent  period,  Dr  Wiilan  reoeiTed, 
ms  pupils  at  the  Dispensary,  young  phj'sicians  %rho  had  recently 
graduated,  and  who  were  initiated  into  actual  practice,  under  bis 
superintendanoe,  among  the  patients  of  the  Institution  ;  a  nnode 
ot  tuition  from  which  they  derived  much  practical  knowledge, 
and  were  grudually  habituated  to  the  responsibility  of  their  prc- 
fessional  duties.  Upwards  of  forty  physicians,  ahooat  all  of 
whom  have  subsequently  attained  professional  tepuution,  or 
now  occupy  responsible  situations,  both  in  this  couotiy  ami  a- 

'  Ibroad,  have  received  the  benefit  of  this  Institution. 

From  the  moment  when  Dr  Wiilan  settled  in  London,  he  pur- 

'aned  hi?  professional  avocations  widi  an  indefatigable  indoalry 
and  attention,  of  which  there  are  perliaps  few  examples.  He 
never  quitted  the  metropolis  for  any  consideration  of  health  or 
pleasurei  during  a  period  of  thirty  years.  For  many  years  be 
iconduoted  the  medical  department  of  two  Dispensaries^  (baring 
subsequently  been  favoured  with  an  appointment  to  the  Finsbury 
Dispensary,  in  addition  to  that  of  Carey^Street),  during  which  his 
imremitting  attention  to  the  progress  of  the  diseases  which  came 
under  his  care,  is  evinced  bv  the  prodigious  eollection  of  cases, 
which  he  has  recorded  in  NIS*  mostly  in  a  neat  Latin  style,  in 
which  he  wrote  with  great  fluency.  From  this  assiduous  and 
patient  observation  of  the  phenomena  of  disease,  he  doubtless 
lacquired  that  acute  diagnostic  skill,  which  is  the  true  character* 
astic  of  a  sound  physician,  and  which  all,  who  have  wiuiessed 
his  practice,  allow  liim  to  have  possessed  in  an  eminent  decree. 
This  discriminative  talent,  indeed,  has  been  sufficiently  manifest* 
ed  in  his  great  work  *'  on  Cutaneous  Diseases ; "  but  the  delicacy 
of  his  tact,  which  enabled  him  to  detect,  like  an  accomplished 
surtist,  the  minute  peculiarities  in  the  appearances  of  those  dis- 
eases, which  escaped  the  notice  of  ordinary  observers,  was  very 
remarkable.  During  the  wbde  of  his  career,  he  was  not  less 
assiduously  employedin  examining  the  recoixis  of  medicine,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  than  in  the  actual  observation  of  diseases ; 
of  which  the  learning  and  critical  acumen  displayed  in  his  pub- 
lications, as  well  as  the  mass  of  manuscript  collections,  which  he 
has  left  behind,  aiFord  abundant  proo£  His  habits  of  domestic 
•.^:«T«ry  enabled  him  to  dedicate  a  brge  portion  of  time  to  tbesf: 
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researches ;  Itfid  indeed  to  the  unabating  ardour  with  which  he 
applied  himself  to  them,  must  be  attributed  that  premature  in- 
jury of  his  health,  which  shortened  the  period  of  his  life. 

The  rise  of  medical  reputation,  unassisted  by  powerful  cotw 
nexiona,  when  all  unworthy  arts  of  advancement  nre  disdained, 
must  necessarily  be  very  slow.  For  a  considerable  time  it  has 
xio  existence,  even  in  the  narrow  circle  of  private  friends,  whose 
confidence  is  placed  on  older  heads :  and  ultimately,  it  ^priu^s 
l>uC  from  the  ^i^radual  accumulation  of  individual  approbation,  as 
Che  opportunities  of  meriting  it  from  time  to  time  occur. 
*^  Creicit  oecuUo  veiui  arbor  ievo 
Fama.^  " 
X>r  Willan's  advance  to  public  reputation,  and  to  the  consequrnt 
emolnmenta  of  the  profes^iion,  was,  however,  regularly  progres- 
sive, though  slow ;  and  his  publications  especially  his  treatise 
on  the  diseases  of  the  skin,  upon  which  bis  posthumous  reputa- 
tion will  principally  rest,  finally  placed  his  professional  character 
upon  high  ground.  In  the  spring  of  1791,  he  had  the  honour 
of  being  chosen  a  Fellow  of  the  Society  of  Antiquaries.  He 
had  been  early  attached  to  antiquarian  researches,  and  in  bis  ju- 
venile days  had,  with  considerable  industry  and  accuracy,  collect- 
ed from  the  Odyssey  a  history  of  the  manners  of  the  primeval 
times  of  Greece.  Latterly  he  communicated  some  papers  to 
this  Society,  of  which  however  he  declined  the  honour  oi  publi- 
cation ;  particularly,  a  collection  of  provincial  words,  and  an  ela- 
borate essay  on  the  practice  of  **  Lustration  by  Need- fire, " 
(scarcely  extinct  in  some  of  the  northern  counties),  which  led 
him  into  a  curious  and  extensive  research,  respecting  similar 
practices  in  ancient  times,  and  the  mythological  superstitious 
connected  with  them.  It  was  not  until  the  month  of  February 
1809,  that  he  was  elected  a  Fellov^  of  the  Royal  Society. 

The  increase  of  his  professional  avocations,  which  had  com«> 
pelled  him  some  time  before  to  resign  his  office  in  the  Finsbury 
Dispensary,  led  him,  in  the  year  1800,  to  wish  to  lessen  the  fa- 
tigue of  his  duties  at  the  Public  Dispensary ;  and  accordingly 
his  friend  and  pupil,  Dr  T.  A.  Murray,  was  appointed  his  coi<- 
league  in  that  year.  This  active  and  intelligent  physician, 
through  whose  exertions,  aided  by  the  Society  for  bettering  the 
C€mdition  of  the  Poor,  the  Fever  Institution  of  the  nietropolis 
was  established,  wat  unfortunately  cut  o£P  in  February  lb02,  by 
the  oontagton  of  fever,  caught  in  the  infected  apartments  of  the 
first  patients  who  were  admitted  into  the  Institution.  Dr  VVil- 
lan,  who  had  strenuously  recommended  this  establishment,  was 
nominated  one  of  its  physicians  extraordinary.  In  December 
1803^  gliding  his  private  practice  incompatible  with  a  proper  atr 
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tendance  to  the  concerns  of  the  Dispensary,  which  he  had  now 
superintended  for  the  space  of  nearly  twenty-one  years,  he  re- 
signed his  office.  The  governors  of  the  charity,  in  testimony  of 
ttieir  gratitude  for  his  services,  and  esteem  for  his  character,  no* 
minated  him  Consuking  Physician,  ond  made  him  a  governor  fbr 
iifc,  and  likewise  presented  him  with  a  piece  of  plate,  of  the  va- 
lue of  fifty  guineas,  inscribed  with  a  testimonial  of  their  attacb- 
ment  and  respect.  * 

For  several  years  previous  to  his  resignation,  Dr  Willan's 
fame  and  character  had  been  fully  established,  and  the  emolu- 
ments  derived  from  his  practice  very  ample.  He  had,  during 
the  preceding  course  of  years,  resided  successively  in  Ely  place, 
Holborn,  and  in  Red- Lion  Square,  in  connexion  with  toe  &- 
njily  before  mentioned ;  and  lastly,  on  his  marriage  in  the  spring 
of  1801,  he  settled  in  Bloomsbury- Square.  He  was  now  not 
only  generally  consulted,  especially  by  persons  labouring  under 
cutaneous  diseases,  but  was  also  deferred  to  on  all  occasions  by 
his  professional  brethren,  as  the  ultimate  appeal  on  these  sul>> 
jects :  for,  however  generally  skilled  in  every  other  department 
of  medical  practice,  his  reputation  for  peculiar  knowledge  on 
this  point  had  certainly  excluded  him,  in  some  measure,  from 
that  universal  occupation  in  his  profession,  to  which  he  was  so 
well  entitled. 

,  From  his  childhood  Dr  Willan  had  been  of  a  delicate  consti- 
tution ;  his  complexion  in  early  life  bein<»  pale  and  feminine, 
and  his  form  slender.  His  extremely  regular  and  temperate 
mode  of  life,  however,  had  procured  him  an  uninterrupted  share 
of  moderate  health,  and  latterly  even  a  certain  dqrree  of  corpu- 
lency of  person,  though  without  the  appearance  of  robust  strength. 
In  the  winter  of  1810,  some  of  his  friends  had  remarked  a  slight 
shrinking  of  bulk,  and  change  in  his  complexion :  but  it  was  not  till 
the  following  spring  that  symptoms  of  actual  disease  manifested 
themselves.  Being  at  this  time  accidentally  called  upon  to  make 
some  bodily  exertion  in  assisting  a  patient,  his  respiration  be- 
came oppressed,  and  he  expectorated  some  blood.  Soon  after- 
wards he  suffered  two  severe  attacks  of  catarrh  in  immediate 


•  This  inscription  was  written  by  the  late  learned  and  reverend!  Dr 
Matthew  Raine,  one  ^f  the  governors  of  the  DispensarVf  and  was  as 
follows.  *'  Viro  integerrimo,  artis  scientiaeque  suae  peritissimo,  Ro- 
berto Willan  M*  D.,  ob  felicissimam  operaro,  in  niorbis  egenorum 
civium  sanandis,  viginti  annos  amplius  gratuito  et  strenue  navatam, 
^groUntiura  apud  Londinenses  (uiuperum  Patroni,  amtco  «oiici» 
LL.  D.  D.  D.  A.  D.  1804,  Preside  Comite  Sandvicenaey  cplkt« 
pccunitu  Cus^ode  Gulielmo  Waddington* " 
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succession,  wbiclii  as  he  did  not  desist  from  his  professional  avo- 
cations  out  of  doors,  did  not  readily  subside,  and  left  behind  a 
considerable  difficulty  erf"  breathing,  which  reudered  the  horizon- 
tal posture  in  bed  insupportable,  with  sleeplessness,  total  loss  of 
appetite,  cough,  hoarseness,  and  a  very  unequal  and  irregular 
state  of  the  pulse, — symptoms  which  seemed  to  imply  an  efi'usioti 
of  water  into  the  cavity  of  the  chest,  and  perhaps  into  the  peri- 
cardium.    The  complexion  now  became  exceedingly  sallow,  and 
the  tunica  conjunctiva  of  the  eyes  assumed  a  yellowish   hue. 
^With  a  view  to  obtain  some  respite  from  professional  futigue,  as 
well  as  the  advantage  of  a  better  air,  he  took  a  house,  in  June 
l8l  1,  at  Craven  Hill,  about  a  mile  from  town,  on  the  Uxbridge 
road,  where  he  spent  his  time,  with  the  exception  of  two  or  three 
Iiours  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  when  he  went  to  Bloomsbury 
Square,  to  receive  the  patients  who  came  thither  to  consult  him. 
During  the  months  of  July  and  Aagust,  partly  in  consequence 
of  the  mildness  of  the  season,  and  partly  of  the  employment  of 
some  active  medicines,  and  of  the  repeated  application  of  blisters, 
the  cough  and  hoarseness  were  removed  ;  but  the  other  symp- 
toms underwent  little  change,  and  the  lower  extremities  became 
gradually,  but  at  length  severely  anasarcons,  from  the  feet  op- 
%vards.     A  sudden  unfavourable  change  of  the  weather,  in  Sep- 
tember, occasioned  a  return  of  the  cough  and  hoarseness,  widi 
some  expectoration ;  and  the  probability  of  becoming  phthisical, 
tinder  the  influence  of  an  English  winter,  induced  him  to  accede 
to  the  strenuous  recommendation  of  some  of  his  friends,  and  to 
undertake  a  voyage  to  Madeira.    He  accordingly  embarked  with 
his  family  in  the  Thames,  on  the  10th  of  October;  and,  after 
being  .53  days  on  shipboard,  detained  by  foul  winds  in  the  Downs 
and  at  Portsmouth,  he  arrived  at  Madeira  on  the  ist  of  Decem- 
ber.    During  this  interval,  a  considerable  hardness  and  tumefac- 
tion took  place  in  the  abdomen,  with  an  effusion  of  water  into  that 
cavity,  and  he  was  harassed  by  a  dysenteric  attack.    By  persever- 
ance in  an  active  course  of  medicine,  however,  after  his  arrival  at 
Funchall,  all  the  symptoms  were  considerably  alleviated;  inso- 
much that,  in  the  month  of  February,  he  meditated  a  return  to 
the  south  of  England  in  April.    But  this  alleviation  was  only  tem- 
porary: his  disease  was  again  aggravated;  the  dropsy,  audits 
concomitant  obstruction  to  the  functions,  increased ;  and,  with 
his  faculties  remaining  entire  to  the  last,  he  expired  on  the  7th 
of  April,  1812,  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

By  the  death  of  Dr  Willan,  the  profession  was  deprived  of 
one  of  its  bright  ornaments,  and  of  its  zealous  and  able  improv- 
ers;— the  sick,  of  a  humane,  disinterested,  and  discerningphy* 
sician ; — ^and  the  yrorld  of  an  estimable  and  upright  man.    uj 
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hi9  exterior  deportment  in  public,  indeed,  he  was  far  from  ren- 
<iering  justice  to  his  own  chanicter.     His  early  education^  bis 
studious  mode  of  life,  and  retiring  disposition^  prevented  that 
display  of  his  various  and  extensive  knowledge  in  mixed  society, 
which  delighted  the  privacy  of  a  small  circle  of  friends  And 
ifvhich  was  dispensed  with  much  playfulness  and  simplicity  of 
manner.     In  all  the  relations  of  domestic  life^  indcedt  he  was 
an  object  of  general  esteem  end  attachment.     The  gentleness 
and  humanity  of  his  dispc€iticn  were  equally  conspicuous  in  ilie 
e>:ercise  of  his  professional  duties;  in  the  patient  attention  with 
which  he  listened  to  the  complaints  of  the  sicki  whom,  in  bis 
fullest  occupation,  he  never  dismissed  firom  his  presence  dissa- 
jti^fied  with  the  brevity  of  his  inquiriei^}  and  in  tlie  liberality  with 
wlich  he  imparled  his  asfeistance,  yet  refused  the  remuneiatiun 
to  which  be  "was  entitled,  when  the  circumstances  of  the  patient 
appeared  to  render  it  oppressive.     In  his  intercourse  witli  hi« 
professional  brethren,  he  was  liberal  and  inde}>endent,  and  ex- 
tremely tender  of  giving  offence.     As  a  practitioner,  as  we  Iiave 
aliendy  obstrved,  he  was  a  close  and  faithful  observer  oi  diseases, 
and  by  the  peculiar  quickness  with  which  he  detected  their  cha- 
racteristic appearances,  however  obscured  by  complication,  he 
had  obtained  a  copious  store  of  sound  cxperiencr:  yet  it  has  been 
remarkedi  that  he  did  not  always  prescribe  with  that  vigour  and 
decision,  which  so  much  discriminative  talent  would  have  autfao* 
•med« 

As  a  prcfesf  ioncl  writer,  Dr  Wiilan  appeared  early  in  his  con- 
tributions to  the  periodical  works*  On  his  arrival  in  London, 
he  became  a  men;ber  of  a  private  medical  society,  which  held  its 
meetings  at  a coifee^houise  in  Cecil- Street,  and  which  published 
two  volumes  of  papers,  under  the  title  of  *'  Medical  Communica- 
tions/' in  17b4  and  1790.  In  the  second  of  these  volumes,  he 
published  the  history  of  **  A  rtmaikable  Case  of  Abstinence," 
in  a  hypochondriacal  young  man,  which  was  uninterrupted  for 
the  space  of  siarty-one  days,  and  terminated  fatallv.  We  believe 
jChat  this  was  the  only  medical  society  of  which  he  was  ever  a 
-member.  Several  communications  from  him  were  also  printed 
in  the  London  Medical  Journal,  edited  between  the  years  1781 
and  1790,  by  Dr  Simmons.  Jn  the  4th  volume,  p.  4-i  i,  a  short 
letter  of  his  appears,  stating  the  character  of  a  non-descript  Bt/S" 
41^5,  fonnd  in  the  sulphureous  waters  of  Aix,  and  difiering  from 
ihat  which  he  had  discovered  in  the  watera  of  Croft  ai;d  Wns- 
dale.  In  the  6th  vohime  of  the  same  Journal,  he  relates  a  fatal 
rate  of  obstruction  in  the  bowek,  frcm  constriction  of  the  colon 
piear  the  sigmoid  flixure,  which  jrcvented  any  evacuation  for 
Mpw^rds  of  30  days  bcforf  death  |  to  ubich  he  appended  sorr.f 
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useful  reflexions  on  tbe  diagnostic  svniptonis  of  these  obstruo* 
tiaf3s«  as  occurring  iu  the  large  or  in  the  small  intestines.  In  the 
7th  vulume  be  de^ribes  the  cure  of  a  caiie  of  chorc8»  by  the 
cuprum  dniinoniacuin,  wliich*  however^be  candidly  acknowledges, 
iu  a  subsequent  publication,  *  speedUj  recurred,  and  was  cured 
by  very  different  means.  In  the  6ame  volume  he  relates  also  a 
singular  termination  of  abdominal  dropsy,  by  a  spontaneous  dis* 
charge  of  the  fluid  per  vaginam.  Ana  in  the  8th  volume  he  has 
j^iven  the  detail  of  seven  cases  of  ague,  which  were  speedily  cur- 
ed by  the  preparation  of  arsenic,  which  had  recently  been  recom- 
mcocled  by  Dr  Fowler.  After  the  publication  of  the  I  ith  vo- 
lume of  this  Journal.  Dr  Summons  commenced  a  new  series,  un- 
der the  title  of  "  Medical  Facts  and  Observations; "  in  the  34 
yoluTie  of  which,  a  paper  of  Dr  VVillan's  ap}>eared,  containing  % 
description  of  several  caiscs  of  ischuria  rennlis  in  children,  which 
was  found  to  be  eonnccteJ  with  inflammation  throughout  the 
luescntery. 

In  the  year  1796,  Dr  Willan  commenced  a  series  of  monthly 
reports,  aller  the  manner  of  those  which  Dr  Fothergill  had  for- 
loerly  given  to  the  public,  |  containing  a  brief  account  of  ihs* 
^tate  of  the  weather,  and  oi  the  prevalent  diseases  in  the  metro* 
polls.  Hie  practice  of  a  Dispensary,  where  the  diseases  of  th«> 
|Kior,  who  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  the  vicisisiiudes  of  the  sen- 
aons,  were  observed  on  a  large  scale,  was  particularly  favourable 
ioT  ascertaining  the  existence  of  epideniics,  and  for  estimating 
the  state  of  the  public  health.  By  the  additiotial  scheme,  which 
Dr  Wiltan  devised^  of  presenting  a  monthly  caralogue  of  the  dis- 
eases which  came  under  his  cure,  the  state  of  the  general  henlth 
was  brought  most  distinctly  under  the  view.     Thei»e  reports  wcra 

Kublished  in  th?  •'  Monthly  Magazine,  "  which  hadbacn  rccent- 
j  established,  and  were  continued  to  the  year  KSOO,  when  he 
collected  them  into  a  small  volutne,  and  publi.^hcd  them  in  ISOi, 
under  the  title  of  **  Rejx>rts  on  the  Diseiscs  in  London. "  This 
little  work  is  pregnant  with  important  and  orij^inal  medical  ob- 
servations, especi^ly  on  points  of  diagnosis,  which  are  the  foun* 
dution  of  all  rational  and  successful  practice  **  Eum  yero  rcxio 
curaturum«  quem  prima  origo  causae  noii  fefelleriL  "  :|:  But  from 
its  unassuming  pretensions  and  desultory  arrangement,  it  Im'x 
jpot  been  sufhciendy  known  and  valued  by  the  profession :  i( 
pever  reached  a  second  edition. 


*  Re^rts  on  the  Diseases  in  London,  p.  2i6. 
t  In  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  Vol.  X\.etseq. 
X  Xelsus,  Pi«£ 
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We  ar^  unacquainted  with  the  drcatnstances  which  or^inaBy 
drew  the  attention  of  Df  Willan  to  the  subject  of  cataneous  dis- 
eases. Most  probably  his  own  extreme  accuracy  made  him  feet 
early  and  acutely  the  vagueness  and  confusion  of  language,  which 
universally  prevailed  in  this  department  of  medicine,  while  his 
attendance  at  a  public  institution  brought  many  of  these  diseases 
constantly  under  his  inspection.  So  early  as  1784  and  1?S5« 
that  accuracy  led  him  to  attend  to  the  elementary  forms  of  erap- 
tionsi  if  we  may  so  spe»k,  upon  which  he  saw  that  a  definite 
nomenclature  could  alone  be  founded,  and  upon  which  he  erect* 
ed  the  ingenious  system  developed  in  his  large  work.  At  that 
period,  in  his  notes  of  cases,  he  has  seldom  designated  eruptions 
t>y  their  ordinary  names;  but  speaks  ofpajmUe^coAinixcxB^  erup- 
tio  papulosa^  &c.     In  1786  his  notes  exhibit  still  more  decisire 

J)roofs  of  the  careful  attention  which  he  was  directing  to  this  s&b- 
ect,  in  the  minute  descriptions  (accompanied  by  slight  sketches 
with  the  pen)  of  the  forms,  magnitude,  and  progress  of  erup* 
lions.  The  zeal  with  which  he  was  at  the  same  time  investigat- 
ing the  original  acceptation  of  the  Greek,  Roman,  and  Arabian 
terms,  applied  to  eruptive  diseases,  is  likewise  manifested  by  his 
copious  collections  from  authors,  and  by  the  occasional  altera- 
tions of  the  nomenclature,  applied  in  the  cases,  before  he  had 
finally  determined  on  liis  arrangement.  This  was  probably  de- 
cided about  the  year  1789  ;  as  in  the  following  year  his  classifi- 
cation was  laid  before  the  Medical  Society  of  London,  and  ho- 
noured by  the  assignment  of  the  FotbergiUian  gold  medal  of  that 
year,  to  the  author. 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  here,  that  the  groundwork  of 
this  arrangement  is  laid  in  the  external  characters,  or  what  we 
have  above  called  the  elementary  forms,  of  eruptions,  which  are 
distinguished  in  the  outset  by  precise  defiuitions ;  such  are  pim- 
ples, scales,  rashes,  pustules,  vesicles,  &c.  Upon  this  plan  alone 
can  a  per&picuous  and  intelligible  classification  be  formed,  as  in 
other  branches  of  natural  history. 

It  was  not  till  the  beginning  of  1798,  that  the  first  part  of 
this  work,  including  the  Pa2)?dous  eruptions,  was  poblisbed,  iu 
vhich,  as  in  the  subsequent  pai*ts,  each  variety  was  represented  by 
a  coloured  epgraving.  In  180i,thesccond  part,inc]nuingd)e&Wv 
diseases  of  the  skin,  appeared;  in  1805,  the  third  part,  compris- 
ing only  two  genera  of  Hashes^  viz.  measles  and  scarlet-fever;  and 
in  180«,  the  fourth  part,  comprehending  the  remainder  of  the 
rashes,  and  (lie  BulltCy  or  large  vesications;  the  whole  containing 
thirty- three  plates,  and  comprising  about  half  of  the'classifica- 
tion.  Four  Orders,  characterized  by  t  he  appearance  of  Pustules 
Vesicles,'  Tubercles,  and  Spots,  remain  unpublislied;  |&nd>  with 
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the  exceptiaa  of  tfae  two  first  ganera  of  pustular  diseases,  Pot" 
rigp  and  Impetigo^  which  have  been  long  delayed  from  some  im- 
pediments on  the  part  of  the  engraver  and  publisher^  the  rest  of 
the  MS.  is  probably  not  at  present  in  a  state  to  meet  the  public 
eye. 

In  the  interim,  however,  from  the  temporary  interest  which 
the  investigation  of  the  vaccine  question  excited,  Dr  Willan  was 
induced  so  far  to  anticipate  the  order  of  Vesicles^  as  to  publish^ 
in  l«06,  a  Treatise  "  on  Vaccination;  *'  in  which  he  also  intro- 
duced the  subject  of  chicken-pox  (another  vesicular  disease),  in 
consequence  of  the  mistakes,  which  had  been  committed,  in 
supposing  that  this  was  small-pox  when  it  occurred  after  vac- 
cination. Two  engravings  accompanied  this  treatise,  which  ex* 
hibited  the  regular  form  of  the  vaccine  vesicle,  the  imperfect  ve- 
sicle, the  three  varieti^  of  chicken-pox,  and  the  ordinary  por« 
rigo  favosa  of  the  fiice  i  a  disease,  the  origin  of  which  had  been 
faJsdy  attributed  to  vaccination.  Although  six  years  have  now 
elapsed,  since  the  publication  of  this  volume,  subsequent  expe- 
rience has  added  no  fact  of  importance  to  the  information  which 
it  contains  j — another  proof  of  the  accuracy  of  Dr  WiUan's  ob- 
servation. 

In  addition  to  the  writings  above  mentioned,  which  have  been 
committed  to  the  press,  Dr  Willan  had  left  some  others  in  an 
unfinished  state.  Durine  three  or  four  years  previous  to  his 
death,  he  had  employed  nis  leisure  in  a  most  extensive  investi- 
gation of  the  antiquities  of  medicine,  if  we  may  so  express  our* 
selves,  which  he  had  conducted  with  his  usual  felicity  of  execu- 
tion. His  principal  object  was  the  illustration  of  four  subjects, 
which  are  enveloped  in  no  small  degree  of  obscurity;  namely, 
1.  The  nature  and  origin  of  the  epidemic  or  endemic  Ignis  sacer^ 
which  was  a  frequent  cause  of  much  mortality  in  ancient  times, 
and  in  the  middle  ages,  and  has  been  confounded  with  the  plague, 
to  which  it  had  no  resemblance  but.  in'  its  fatality. — 2.  The  evi- 
dence of  ihe  prevalence  of  small-pox,  measles,  and  scarlet- fever, 
not  only  ip  the  first  ages  of  the  Christian  cera,  but  at  still  more 
ancient  periods }  of  which  he  has  brought  together,*  with  great 
ingenuity,  a  collection  that  appears  incontrovertibly  to  establish 
the  affirmative  of  the  question. — S.  Th.e  history  of  the  Leprosy  of 
the  middle  ages.t«*Andr  ^-  That  of  the  Lues  venerea.  The  dis- 
sertations relative  to  the  two  first  jnentioned  topics,  Dr  WiUan 
had  nearly  completed^  having  remodelled  the  second,  by  the  aid 
of  a  friendly  a manuenfeki,  during  his  residence  in  Madeira.  Thev 
contain  a  very  able  and  original  view  of  the  state  of  disease  iti 
the  early  ages  of  the  world,  nol  founded  upon  any  fanciful  ex* 
planalion  of  terms,  but  deduced  from  a-  sagacious  developrneut 
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of  fftcfs,  ^vhlch  have  liitherto  toeii  coocetM  imdlcr  firrpicsed 
and  mistaken,  bat  sufficiently  intelli^ble  hiBgiuige.  H«  has 
likewise  supported  the  concliisi<His  which  be  has  drawn,  by  m- 
dence  collected  From  sources  not  usuaHy  respited  to  in  sa^  re- 
searches* 

Sereral  years  ago,  Dr  WiHaki  made  a  ooleotioii  of  oiiaerra- 
tions,  in  nbout  two  thousand  patients,  with  a  view  to  an  in^scsti- 
gation  or  medical  pbysiocrnomy,  or  temperamcntiB,  chieify  in  re» 
l^ard  to  the  diseases  to  which  each  variety  of  temperiKnent  is  pe* 
culiarly  predisposed,  and  to  the  operation  of  mediciaca  on  them 
respectively.  In  the  prosecution  id  this  inquiry,  lie  proeascd  se* 
vera)  drawings  (portraits)  iUustrative  of  the  diaraeteristic  insrb 
of  the  more  striking  varieties.  He  arrived  at  aone  interastii^ 
inferences  respecting  both  the  phyncai  and  moral  conatitations 
connected  with  these  external  characters;  hut  he  did  not  dttm 
the  matter  sufficiently  matured  to  lay  before  the  pubfic 

In  conclusion,  we  must  not  omit  to  mention  a  juvenile  work, 
publit>hed  b^  Dr  VVitlun,  on  a  theological  subject ;  namely,  a 
Life  of  Clirist,  related  ii)  the  words  of  the  evangelists,  of  wko« 
details  he  selected  those  parts  respectively  which  wcro  most  fill 
and  explicit ;  and  he  illustrated  the  whole  by  critical  ootea  and 
explanations,  which  were  particulariy  fuH  in  regktd  to  tlie  dis- 
eases mentioned  by  those  sacred  writers.  A  second  edition  of 
tliis  work,  with  additional  iUobtratioDS,  wia  pufalUicd  ia  1 WS. 

B. 


Beport  of  Diseases  treated  at  the  PubLtc  DlSfSNSART^  (nect 
Carfy-Strgetjt  Lmdon^Jrom  May  31,  to  Jug.  SI,  1812. 


No.  of  Cases. 
Tertiana.    ......       1 

FebrU 20 

Febris  infantum  remit.    ..11 
Febris  puerperaKs .     •     •    •       1 

Apoplexia •       1 

Otalgia I 

Cynanche  toasillaris  •    •     •      4i 
— ..—  parotidRa .    •     .      4 

Caurrhus -     23 

Pneumonia 9 

pertussis 3 

Variola   .     •     -^  ,     ^    .     ^    10  I 


Ko.ofCWM 

Varicella      ......  t 

Ruheoke  et  eanim  sequels  •  16 

Soarlatina    ......  | 

Erysipelas 1 

Herpes  proierpeiia     •    •     •  I 

Cholera 2 

Dfisnteria 15 

Vomitus  biL I 

Rheumatismus  acutus    .     •  7 

Arthritis  rbeumatica      •     •  I 

Abortus  .«....•     ^  S 
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ChMNIC  DttKAiUU 


Cephalza    .     .     • 
Vertigo  .     .     /    . 
I>y8ecoNi   «     • 
CatarHitts  chronieus 
Asthma  et  Dyspnoea 
Hsemoptjtis 
Phthisk  «    • 
Dysphagia  . 
Ptyadianitis  « 
Hcematemesu 
Pyrosis  •     • 
Gastrodyitia 
Dyspepsia    • 
Hypodboodriasis 
Hepatalgia  • 
icterus    •     . 

Hepatitis  chronica 

Entered  ynia     • 

Colica  Pictonum 

Prolapsus  ani    « 

Hannorrhois 

Diarrhd>a     .  . 

Ascarides     • 

Marasmus    « 

T-ab«s  dorsalis 

Nephralgia  • 

Haematuria  • 

Enuresis .     • 

Amenorrhoea 

t>ysnienorrhtta 

Menorrhagia 

Leucorrhoea 

Hysteralgia 

Blenorrhaa  • 

Asthenia     • 

Hysteria 

Epilepsia     . 

Palpitatio    • 


No. 


of  Cases. 

8 

i 

19 

6 

18 

29 


1 
S 

33 

25 
2 
9 
4 
1 

II 
3 
2 
4 

19 
1 

11 
1 

12 
1 
S 
4 
1 

16 

25 
1 
1 

36 
6 
4 
2 


No.  of  Cases^ 

Convulsio    ...'•••  1, 

Tt-emor  ex  hydrargyro  •     •  2 

Chorea 2 

Fatnitas  .•<••<•  1 

Paralysis      .     «    ^     .     •     «  6 

Paraplegia  ^ I 

Lumbago  et  sciatica  «     •    •  7 

Rheuraat.  chron.  .    •    «    •  39 

Hydrothorax    «'•.••  I 

Ascites St 

Anasarca i 

Hydrops  tot.  corporis     •    .  9 

Mollities  ossium    .     .     •     •  1^ 

Hectica  adolescentium  •    •  1 

Scrofula  4    •    •    •    ^    •    •  4 

Lichen    ••••;••  2 

Prurigo 6 

Lepra ;    .  4 

Psoriasis      * 3 

Erythema    .•••••  S 

Urticaria 6 

Roseola  •    «    •    •    •    .    .  2 

Intertrigo 2 

Impetigo     i 1 

Porrigo  ...«•••  l€l 

Ecthyma 1 

Scabies .  8 

Sycosis    •••••••  1 

Eczema  •    *    •    ^    •    •    •  2 

Rupia     •..••••  1 

Aphthae       •««•..  9 

Acne  •    •    4    «    •    4    •    •  1 

Lupus    •••••••  i 

Mollusca 1 

Tubera  syphiloidea    .    ^    •  2 

Pbthiriasis I 

Ulcera  mammillarum.     .    •  1 


The  whole  of  the  summer  months  haft  been  cool,  with  the  ex^^ 
ception  of  a  few  days  in  June,  and  the  second  week  of  July* 
At  times,  indeed,  even  in  the  month  of  August,  the  temperature 
has  been  actually  cold,  especiaUy  in  the  mornings  and  evening!44 
The  atmosphere  has  been  almost  constantly  cloudy,  so  that,  tof 
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many  days  together,  the  sun  was  never  vkibk ;  and  baaey  _ 
ther,  witn  light  and  drizzling  rains,  has  been  unusually  fi^aent 
for  the  season.  The  harvest,  and  the  productions  of  summer 
generally,  have  been  considered  as  later  by  a  fortnight  than  in 
ordinary  seasons. 

From  this  cool  state  of  the  weather,  the  occmrenoeof  a  smal- 
ler proportion  than  is  usual  of  bilious  diseases,  and  a  larger  pro- 
portion of  catarrhal  and  rheumatic  affections  might  have  been  an- 
ticipated. The  catarrhal  complaints,  however,  have  been  com- 
paratively rare ;  although  rheumatism,  in  its  various  moAfica- 
tions,  has  been  frequent,  and  haemoptysis  and  pulmonary  oxs- 
sumption  have  appeared  in  more  than  their  usual  prc^r- 
tion ;  and,  though  cholera  has  only  been  observed  in  two 
instances  \  yet  otner  complaints  of  the  alimentary  canal,  such 
as  diarrhoea,  dysentery,  enterodynia,  gastrodynia,  hepatalgia, 
dyspepsia,  and  chat  genera}  class  of  nervous  complaints,  under 
the  head  of  Asthenia,  which  is  connected  with  gastric  derange* 
ment,  have  been  unusually  numerous.  Perhaps  this  circnmstance 
is  attributable  to  the  daily  vicissitudes,  which  the  shaip  north  and 
east  winds,  that  have  commonly  prevailed,  produced  in  the  even- 
ings, though  preceded  only  by  moderate  warmth  during  the  day. 
To  the  same  cause,  probably,  is  to  be  ascribed  the  great  num* 
ber  of  those  cutaneous  eruptions,  which  the  summer  usually  pro* 
duces,  when  the  bodv  is  chilled,  after  being  heated  by  exercise, 
carried  to  a  state  of  fatigue  and  perspiration  ;  all  the  cases  of  e- 
rythema,  roseola,  lichen,  urticaria,  eczema,  herpes,  and  psori- 
asis, occurred  in  and  after  the  second  week  of  July. 

The  contagious  exanthemata  have  prevailed  to  a  considerable- 
extent  this  summer.  In  the  month  of  June,  the  measles  became 
very  general  among  children  and  young  persons;  but,  as  is  usual 
in  mild  weather,  all  the  cases  that  fell  under  our  notice,  with 
one  exception,  went  through  their  course  without  any  veir 
urgent  symptoms.  In^  the,  case  excepted,  the  prostration  of 
strength  at  the  close  of  the  eruption  was  considerable,  and  the 
fading  efflorescence  became  intermixed  with  a  crop  of  petecbfsp. 
As  there  was  apparently  Do  local  congestion,  however,  the  de- 
coctibn  of  cinchona,  with  sulphuric  acid,  and  a  nttic  wine,  was 
administered,  and  the  child  speedily  recovered.  In  general,  a 
spontaneous  diarrhccSt  occurred,  sometimes  on  the  second  day  of 
the  eruption,  and  sometimes  at  the  period  of  its  decline,  which 
contributed,  as  is  usual,  *  to  ameliorate  the  severity  of  the  fe^ 
brile  symptoms:  where  it  did  not  appear  spontaneously,  a  lax** 

*  See  Dr  Willan's  Treatise  on  Cutaoeotts  Diseases,,  Ordw  UL 
p.2S3. 


18lS.    Qjktrterb/  Repori  of  tie  tUaretf-Street  Dtspeniary:       SIS 

^re  of  calomel  and  rhubarb  seemed  to  aUeviate  the  severity  of 
the  fever.  In  some  cases^/ however,  notwithstanding  the  dis*' 
case  had  gone  through  its  course  in  this  moderate  way,  some, 
severe  symptoma  of  bcid  congestion  occarred  on  the  de<;line  df 
the  rash,  or  even  later  durtq^  the  convalescence  of  the  patients. 
A  severe  ear-ach  recurred  twice,  in  one  instance^  after  the  rash 
and  fever  had  altogether  disa{q9eared,  «id  was  removed  by. 
leeches.  The  lungs  suffered  from  a  similar  determination  of 
blood  in  other  instances ;  and,  where  active  remedies  were  o- 
initted  to  be  used,  a  cough,  with  expectoration,  remained  trou- 
blesome for  a  considerable  time;  but  it  readily  yidded  to  the  ope- 
Iration  of  leeches  and  blisters  in  the  commencement  of  the  attack; 
In  one  or  two  cases,  the  diarrhoea,  instead  of  a  temporary  and 
salutary  discharge,  became  chronic,  and  was  attended  with  a 
febricula,  parched  lips,  a  circumscribed  flush  on  the  cheeksy 
shrinking  of  the  features,  a  dry  skin,  and  much  debility.  Slight 
alteratives,  especially  the  hydrargpiis  cum  creta,  with  antimo* 
nials,  and  light  nourishment,  appeared  to  relieve  this  affectiori 
in  a  short  time. 

The  chicken- pox  was  also  prevalent  at  the  same  time,  but  from* 
its  mildness  it  seldom  becomes  an  object  of  attention  at  pnblic^ 
institutions,  except  for  the  putpose  of  determining  its  nature.- 
It  occarred  in  several  families  ot  respectability  in  the. neighbour- 
hood of  Russell  Square,  but  without  any  remarkable  symptoms;: 
except  that,  in  one  child,  on  the  evening  preceding  the  appear- 
ance  of  the  vesicles,  an  universal  red  radi  covered  the  skin,  ac* 
€!ompanied  with  extreme  heat  and  tingling^  but  ditoppeared  be-' 
fore  morning,  when  the  varicella  came  out 

The  smalEpoxj  which  appeared  here  and  there  within  the  dis-* 
trict  of  the  Dispensary,  in  the  month  of  June^-  hag  unfortunate- 
ly been  prevalent  to  a  great  extent,  perhaps  unive^saHv  through- 
out th^  metropolis,  in  the  two  succeeding  months,  and  continues 
to  swell  the  weekly  bilk  of  mortality.  It  is  melancholy  to  reflect 
on  the  immense  proportion  of  the  children  of  the  lower  classes: 
that  are  exposed  to  the  infection  of  this  pestilence^  in  conse-^ 
qnence  of  the  weak  prejudices  of  the  parents  against  the  securi- 
ty, or  the  salutary  nature,  of  vaccination^  The  influence  of^ 
tnese  prejudices,  we  have  been  sorry  to  observe,  has^  in  some 
instances,  extended  to  those  who  had  obtained  the  security  of 
vaccination  for  dieir  elder  chiMreni  and  in  spite*  of  the  living 
evidence  daily  before  thei;r  eyes,  hod  produced,  in  some  a  careless 
state  of  doubt  or  indifference,  in  others  a  total  want  of  confi- 
dence in  it,  so  that  their  younger  infants  were  now  labouring 
under  small-pox.  All  the  cases  in  our  list  recovered ;  but  n^e 
heard  of  many  instances  of  fatality  i  and  some  of  the  recent  bilir 

Kk2. 
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of  moi'tality  h$re  exhibited  sizty  dtetbs  by  «naII-pos  in  the 
week  !  Cwi  the  caricaturists^  and  panipUeleersi  and  ooir-pox 
cbroniclersf*  who  are  accessory  to  the  spreading  of  this  mwder-' 
«us  oontagioD,^  still  complacently  urge  their  himane  plea,  thtt 
the  smaU-poM  tar  9  mereifiU  prxmsion  qf  Prooidence /hr  the  poor 
matif  by  diminishing  the  burthen  qf  his  famify !  * 

In  explanation  or  one  or  two  terms,  in  the  for^goii^  liat,  k 
may  be  observed,-  that  the  appelbition  of  Rupta  was  not  meo' 
tinned  in  the  enumevation  of  genera  in  Dr  WiDan's  dasafica* 
tion,  as  he  had  included  Ae  eruption  under  the  puatular  ge&ui 
Ecthyma  1  but  as  it  ia  vesicular  in  the  commeoeement,  is  not  sur- 
rounded by  the  red  elevated  base,  and  is  covered  with  a  thii> 
looGe  seab,  in  which  circumatanoes  it  differs  from  ecthyma  in  ei- 
ternal  appearance,  though  it  coincides  in  those  of  its  origio  in 
many  cases,  he  intended  to  aeparate  it  under  this  title,  which  v^ 
derived  from  ^h^  sordes.  The  Herpes  proserpens  difiers  from 
the  Herpes  circinanSf  which  includes  shingles,  principally  in  the 
atuation  and  line  of  its  march :  instead  of  going  round,  or  e&- 
circling  the  limb,  it  proceeds  longitudinally  in  the  direction  of 
die  muscles,  by  successive  patches  of  vesidess  Thia  la  invari- 
ably the  progress  of  herpes  al&cting  the  extremities;-  wkile  thst 
of  the  truni^  neck,  mouth,  and  eydids,  endreles  Uie  parts  oa 
whidi  it  appears.  Under  the  head  of  syphiloid  tubera,  I  hai« 
put  down  two  caaes  of  an  eruption,  described  in  a  former  re- 
port, f  which  is  not  referable  to  any  of  Br  Wilion's  g^enera  o{ 
tubercles,  nor  does  it  poperly  associate  with  the  acaly  disesse» 
described  by  him.  It  is,  however,  very  uni&rm  ia  it^  appesr- 
ance,  insomuch  that  one  drawing,  which  I  procured  of  the  eri^ 
tion,  has  accurately  represented  aU  the  other  cases  that  have  oc- 
curred to  me.  If  farther  observations  coincide  with^  thgae  sU 
ready  made,  I  shall  lay  the  cases  before  the  public 

Several  of  the  examples  of  dysentery  and  diarrhcea  were  ac- 
eompanied  with  severe  pains  in  the  belly,  recurring  in  paroxysmr 
at  short  intervals,  and,  a&er  continuing  in  this  way  a  few  days, 
with  tension  and  tenderness  of  the  bellv,  and  slight  feverishnesa. 
In  these  cases  blisters  were  applied  with  little  or  no  benefili  bm 
where  the  pains  and  tenderiiess  were  very  great,  the  applicatioi 
ef  leeches  to  the  abdomen  was  eminent^  usefuL  interaaB; 
email  doses  of  calomel  and  ipecacuanha,  or  antimonial  pcywder, 
aombined  with  the  exu>act  ot  poppy,  and  given  twice  a  day,  sf* 


♦  See  Mr  Birch's  **  Serious  Reasons  for  uniformly  oppo&ing  Vu' 
mnatioQ."  1807. 

t  See  the  number  of  this  Journal  for  January  i81S>  p.  lldf 
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ftrded  great  alleriation  to  the  symptoms,  producing  a  discharge 
of  rnDddv  Kght-coloured  and  offensive  matter  from  the  bowels^ 
apparent!^  in  larger  quantity  than  {he  whole  of  the  ingesta. 
XJntil  these  motions  assumed  the  colour,  consistence,  and  odour 
of  healthy  faeces,  or  became  highlv  charged  with  a  dark  yellow- 
ish green  matter,  of  a  tarry  or  oleaginous  appearance,  (which 
seemed  to  be  the  precursor  of  heakhy  secretions),  tfae'Symptoma 
'Were  not  materially  relieved,  and  never  permanently.  In  one 
<»se,  which  had  commenced  as  cholera,  these  medicines  produ- 
ced only  partial  relief;  and  delirium,  with  a  brown  diy  tongue^ 
frequent  small  puke,  prostration  of  strength,  and  other  tvphoid 
symptoms  ensued,  and  terminated  fatally.  T.  B. 

Bedford-Ram,  Aug.^U  ^^l^- 


TTo  the  Editor  offhe  Edinburgh  Medical  and'Ckirurgical  Journal.  • 

Sir, — My  attention  has  been  lately  called  to  an  article  in  your 
Journal,  containing  a  Review  of  Mr  Phillips's  Examination  of 
the  last  edition  of  the  Phannacopceia  Londinensis,  the  perusal 
of  which  has  given  me  the  4itmost  surprise.  Neither  with  the 
opinions  of  the  reviewer  on  Mr  Phillips's  publication,  nor  with 
€he  remarks  upon  the  College  of  Physicians  have  I,  at  present, 
any  concern,  but  shall  confine  myself  entirety  to  some  reflections 
of  bis  on  the  London  Society  of  Apothecaries. 

The  writer  informs  us  in  this  review^  **  That  the  Society  of 
Apothecaries  claims  a  little  mone  attention,  not  for  appointing 
a  committee  for  the  purpose  of  cooperating  with  the  College  m 
the  use  of  their  extwsive  laboratory,  and  in  bringing  to  the  test 
of  that  sort  of  experiment  upon  a  large  scaloi  which  could  abne 
render  the  suggestions  of  science  practically  useful,  the  several 

*  In  die  exercise  of  our  censm-ial  functions,  it  is  our  earnest  en- 
deavour to  be,  at  all  times,  just  and  impartial ;  but  critics,  notwith- 
standing the  high  tone  which  they  consider  themselves  authorised  to 
assume,  are  not  infallible;  and  we  cannot  hope  that  we  have  never 
misunderstood  or  misrepresented  the  statements  and  opinions  of  o«> 
thers,  to  which  we  have  had  occasion  to  allude.  We  are,  however, 
always  ready  to  make  every  reparation  in  our  power,  when  we  know 
that  we  have  done  wrong,  and  to  give  publicity  to  any  proper  expla- 
nation or  reply  from  those  who  may  consider  themselves  ix^ured  by 
our  remarks.  To  Mr  Field  we  return  our  thanks,  for  the  polite  and 
candid  manner  in  which  he  has  defended  the  worshipful  Company  of 
Apothecaries,  against  the  animadversions  contained  in  the  review  of 
Mr  Phillips's  work,  inserted  in  Qur  last  Number — Editor. 
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processes  which  were  communicated  by  we  CoDeffe ;  bat  for 
-  grossly  misleading  and  deceiving  the  College,  and  for  openly 
contravening  its  injunctions,  which  the  said  society  is  specially 
bound  to  obey. 

"  It  is  evident  that  the  worthy  Company  of  Apothecaries  did 
not  inform  the  College,  how  many  of  tne  suggestions  of  science 
they  found  to  be  improper,  extravagant,  or  absolutely  impracti- 
/cable ;  and,  it  is  probable,  thev  pevei'  communicated  to  the  Cd- 
l^e  the  processes  they  themselves  employed,  but  rather  car^uI* 
]y  concealed  them,  as  precious  nostrums.  " 

Such  is  the  first  charge  brought  against  the  Society  of  Apothe* 
caries-r-a  society,  who  have  hitherto  maintained  a  character,  both 
lis  professional  men,  and  as  a  commercial  company,  not  only  ir- 
reproachable, but,  I  had  almost  taid,  above  suspicion. 

It  will  naturally  be  expected,  that  so  severe  an  accusation,  as 
that  which  I  have  now  recited,  would  have  been  supported  by 
adequate  evidence ;  but  this  is  so  far  from  being  the  case,  that 
no  shadow  of  proof  whatever  is  adduced  to  substantiate  it.  It  is 
well  known,  that  pre^udice^  however  unfounded,  when  once  ex- 
cited in  the  public  mind,  is  frequently  with  difficulty  removed. 
I  should,  therefore,  think  myself  wanting  in  justice  to  the  Society 
of  Apothecaries,  of  which  I  have  long  had  the  honour  to  be  a 
member,  if  I  were  to  be  silent  upon  an  occasion,  in  which  it  is 
completely  in  my  power  to  contradict  such  false  and  injurious 
(Itatements ;  and  I  am  satisfied  that  youi"  candour  will  readily 
consent  to  insert  this  letter  in  your  next  Journal,  that  the  refu- 
tation may  be  as  extensively  circulated  as  the  charge  has  been. 

Having  been  a  member  of  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  committee  oP  the  College  of  Physicians,  for  the  purpose 
of  reforming  the  Pharmacopceia  Londinensis,  }  do  most  distinctly 
state  and  aver,  that  no  reservation  whatever  was  made  on  the 
part  of  the  Committee  of  Apothecaries  upon  that  occasion,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  they  felt  themselves  bound  by  every  sense  of 
propriety,  and  of  their  duty  to  the  public,  to  reply,  to  the  best  of 
their  knowledge  and  ability,  to  all  the  questions  put  to  them  by 
the  College  $  which  questions  were  generally  in  writing,  as  were 
also  the  answers  returned  by  the  committee,  and  may,  therefore, 
be  easily  referred  to.  At  the  frequent  conferences  which  took 
place  between  the  two  committees,  they  made  a  point  of  giving 
every  information  in  their  power,  that  could  tend  to  assist  the 
purpose  of  improving  a  work,  in  which  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
hiunity  was  much  interested;  the  satisfactory  completion  of 
which,  I  will  venture  to  add,  without  fear  of  contradiction,  both 
j^hc  College  of  Physicians  and  they  had  greatly  at  heart. 
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If  any  additional  evidence  shonld  be  esteemed  neoestary  to 
confirm  my  assertion^  relative  to  tbe  cooperation  of  the  society, 
it  may  be  found  in  the  following  extract  from  the  preface  to  the 
Specimen  Pharmac.  Novae  XToUec.  Reg.  Medic.  Londin. 

Under  the  head  of  processes,  me  Cdl^e  observe,  *^  It  is  par- 
ticularly incumbent  upon  the  committee,  to  acknowledge  the  great 
Advantage  they  have  derived  from  the  liberal  communications  of 
the  Society  of  Apothecariesy  with  respect  to  the  practice  of  their 
extensive  concern. '' 

Let  me  here  guard  against  an  error,  which  the  review  writer 
appears  to  have  fallen  into,  namely,  that  of  imagining  an  equal 
degree  of  responsibility  to  be  attadied  to  the  ^Society  of  Apottie- 
caries  in  the  formation  of  the  Pharmacopoeia,  as  to  the  College 
of  Physicians.  I  have  already  explained  Cne  part  which  the  Com* 
mittee  of  Apothecaries  took  in  the  business.  It  must  naturally 
lie  expected,  that  the  College  would  reserve  to  themselves  a  iinal 
adjudication  respecting  the  several  articles,  about  which  thqr 
thought  it  right  to  take  the  opinions  of  others ;  in  consequence 
of  which,  while  their  judgment  mi^ht  direct  them  to  adopt 
some  of  the  suggestions  o^ed  to  uiem,  they  would  rqect  o- 
ihers ;  and,  inde^,  it  was  only  in  a  portion,  comparatively  small, 
of  the  formulse  contained  in  the  Pharmacopceia,  that  the  com« 
mittee  were  consulted. 

Having  thus  endeavoured  to  repel  the  first  charge  brought 
against  the  Society  of  Apothecaries,  I  proceed  to  the  second 
^ound  of  accusation,  which  your  reviewer  calls  the  ^'  worst  of 
ail, "  and  goes  on  to  say,  *^  Mr  Philb'ps  has  prov^  that  Apothe- 
caries' Hall,  from  which  every  practitioner  has  a  right  to  expect 
genuine  medicines,  prepared  strictly  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  Collie,  is  in  the  habit  of  furnishing  furious  and  inferior 
articles. " 

This  is,  undoubtedly,  a  very  severe  accusation ;  and,  were  it 
founded  in  truth,  such  conduct  woukl  justly  deserve  every  cpi<- 
thet  of  reprehension  which  public  indignation  could  impose.  But 
that  this  accusation  is  not  true,  the  decided  opinion  ot  the  public 
in  their  favour,  derived  from  long  experience  of  the  general  ex« 
cellence  of  the  medicines  preparra  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  must 
be  conclusive  evidence.  When  it  is  considered  that  these  me* 
dicines  traverse  the  four  quarters  of  the  globe, — that  the  royal 
navy  has  been  supplied  with  them  for  more  than  a  century, — 
and  also  the  various  settlements  under  the  East  India  Company's 
jurisdiction, — ^that  a  great  proportion  of  those  medical  practi- 
tipuers,  who  value  themselves  u))on  tlie  superiority  of  th^\x  medir 
cioeSf  in  all  parts  pf  the  kingdom,  both  members  of  the  Society, 
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«tid  men  unconnected  with  it,  give  a  preference  to  the  smine 
inedidnes, — ^that  the  preference  of  such  men,  who  are  themselves 
competent  judges,  is,  in  itself,  an  argument  of  ^eat  weight 
When  all  tnese  circumstances  are  duly  considered,  it  must  surelj 
convince  every  unprqudioed  mind,  that  nothing,  but  want  of  in- 
formation upon  the  subject,  can  excuse  the  advancing  such  nn« 
founds  charges. 

As  the  reviewer,  however,  has  brought  forward  some  evidence, 
^vhich  he  considers  as  substantiating  this  accusation  of  furnishing 
spurious  and  inferior  articles,  it  wOl  be  right  to  examine  the  na- 
ture and  validity  of  his  prooft. 

He  begins  with  the  variations  in  specific  gravity  of  several 
medicines  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  compared  with  the 
same  articles  as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips. 

In  almost  all  the  articles  here  brought  forward,  the  variations 
are  extremely  small,  much  too  minute  to  be  of  any  ccmsequence 
in  a  medicinal  view. 

When  the  College  speaks  of  specific  gravity*  it  must  be  qnder* 
stood  only  of  a  medium  gravity,  determined  by  the  result  of 
several  experiments,  and  not  as  a  fixed  point,  which  will  invari- 
ably occur  in  the  product  of  every  process,  *  even  when  conduct- 
ed in  a  method  pr^|se)y  similar :  add  to  which,  that  the  small- 
est variation  in  tempierature  will  so  far  disturb  the  result,  as  to 
render  perfect  exactness  scarcely  attainable }  nor,  if  attainable, 
would  it  be  of  the  smallest  importance  either  to  the  physician 
or  to  the  patient.  I  might  here  observe,  that  where  speciiic 
gravity  is  not  stated  by  the  College  as  a  test  of  the  perfection  of 
a  medicine,  an  operator  does  not  seem  to  be  under  an  obligation 
to  attend  minutely  to  that  circumstance.  If  he  is  satisfied  that 
he  has  used  the  best  mfiterials,  and  has,  in  every  other  respect, 
strictly  attended  to  the  directions  given,  he  does  not  appear  liable 
to  censure  for  any  little  variation  in  gravity. 

The  variation  m  specific  gravity  stated  to' exist  in  Liquor  Am- 
monise,  as  prepared  at  Apothecaries'  Hall»  and  in  the  same  article, 
as  prepared  by  Mr  Phillips,  is  the  only  diflTerence  sufficiently  im- 
portant to  merit  particular  attention.  In  order  to  receive  an  ex- 
planation of  this  circumstance,  it  must  be  recollected,  that  though 
It  is  admitted  to  be  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Society  of  Apothe- 
caries, to  provide  every  medicine  directed  in  the  New  London 


•  See  the  article,  Acidum  Aceticura,  in  Dr  Powers  translation^ 
where  the  specific  gravity  is  stated  to  differ  from  1.007  to  1-9095.    ' 
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Phftrmaoopceta,  they  aire  by  no  means  to  be  considered  as  pre* 
<:luded  from  keeping  in  their  shop  every  former  preparation,  which 
the  public,  whether  professional  meh  or  others,  may  think  it  right 
Co  emploT.  Such  is  the  partiality  frequently  discovered  in  favour 
of  rememes  to  which  we  have  been  long  used,  that  it  requireli 
a  great  length  of  time  to  reconcile  us  to  new  medicines,  notwith- 
standing they  may  be  superior  to  the  old  ones,  both  in  el^anc^ 
aod  eflScacy.  Many  itistatices  might  be  adduced  in  proof  ofthis : 
»-~To  mention  only  one*  The  old  Elixir  paregoricum  is  still  pre* 
ferred  by  many  to  Utictura  opir  camphorata  of  the  former  Phar- 
macqpoeia,  and  to  the  Tinctura  camphors  composita  of  the  pre« 
aent.  All  the  three  articles  are,  therefore,  now  preparea  at 
Apothecaries'  Hall. 

It  will  easily  be  conceived,  that  the  difTerence  in  the  strength 
of  the  Aqua  ammonias  purse  of  the  former  Pharmacopceia,  and 
the  Liquor  ammonias  of  the  present,  might  induce  many  persons 
to  prefer  the  former,  which  is  considerably  weaker  than  the  lat* 
ter,  as  more  convenient  for  use  in  the  division  of  doses.  This 
has  been  actually  the  case ;  and  though  both  of  them  are  pre* 
pared  for  sale  at  the  Hall,  verv  little  of  the  latter  is  called  for,  in 
comparison  with  the  demand  for  the  Aqua  ammonias  puras,  , 
whidi  was  undoubtedly  the  article  purchased  by  Mr  Phillips  i 
and  the  difference  in  the. specific  gravity  of  these  two  prepara* 
tiona,  suflSciently  accounts  for  the  variations  observed  by  him. 

The  preceding  remarks  upon  the  old  and  new  prq)arations 
apply,  if  possible,  more  forcibly  to  the  acetous  solution  of  lead, 
of  the  former  and  present  pharmacopoeias.  The  colour  and  ge- 
neral appearance  of  the  old  and  popular  remedy  of  Goulard's 
extract  are  too  well  known  to  permit  the  modern  Liquor  plumbt 
acetatis,  which  b  much  paler  in  colour,  satisfactorily  to  supply 
its  pbce. 

The  Liquor  ferri  alkalini  comes  next  under  observation,  to 
which  Mr  Phillips  appears  to  have  given  a  degree  of  atteruion,i 
more  proportional  to  its  novehy  as  an  article  of  medicine^  than 
to  its  real  importance. 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  when  this  preparation  was  first 
made  at  Apothecaries'  Hall,  the  proper  mode  of  proceeding  in 
it  was  not  perfectly  understood,  and  the  composition,  in  conse- 
quence of  this,  was  incorrect.  It  hap|)ened  unfortunately,  that 
a  portion  of  this  imperfect  composition  was  procured  by  Mr 
Phillips,  for  the  purpose  of  experiment,  and  the  results  were 
very  probably  such  as  he  has  stated  in  his  publication.  The  er- 
ror was,  however,  soon  discovered,  and  immediately  rectified. 
The  preparation  since  made,  is  as  perfect  as  possible,  ^d  an<» 
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swers  correctly  to  the  application  of  the  sevavl  teats  stated  bj 
Mr  PhiUips. 

I  tbe  reviewer  had  given  an  additional  extract  from  that  wri- 
ter, which  tends  to  show  the  faciiity  with  which  the  directions 
for  preparing  this  medicine  may  be  misunderstoodt  it  would  have 
explained  this  circumstance  more  satisfactorily.  The  extract  to 
which  I  refer  is  as  follows. 

*'  Upon  comparing  these  statements,  it  will  be  evident,  that  the 
solution  procured  at  Apothecaries'  Hall  is  an  oxynitrate  of  iron, 
containing  much  nitric  acid  in  excess ;  probably  also  some  nitre.  I 
have  already  stated  that  the  alcati  now  ordered  is  more  than  reqai* 
aite  to  saturate  the  acid,  although  not  sufficient  to  dissolve  tbe  oxyde 
of  iron  ;  the  medicine  which  I  have  just  described  must  therefore 
have  been  prepared  by  increasing  the  quantity  of  acid,  9A  advised  by 
Pr  Powell,  omitting  a  proportional  increase  of  alcali  to  saturate  it: 
the  solution  of  iron  being  then  added  to  that  of  the  alcali,  until  no 
further  effervescence  ensued,  '* 

The  only  remaining  article  requiring  our  notice,  is  Potascs 
snpersulphas,  which  is  seldom,  if  ever,  used  medicinally.  Th^ 
(]uantity  procured  by  Mr  Phillips  from  Apothecaries'  HalJ  seems 
to  have  been  incorrectly  prepared.  This  incorrectness  probably 
arose  from  the  difficulty  which  he  himself  has  stated  to  attend 
the  process,  when  conducted  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  by 
the  pharmacopoeia,  and  is  applicable  only  to  the  salt  procured  at 
an  early  period  after  the  first  publication  of  that  book.  I  have 
examined  it  as  now  made  at  the  Society's  Laboratory,  and  have 
reason  to  believe  it  peifectly  accurate  in  its  composition. 

Hairing  thus  endeavoured  to  explain  the  causes  of  those  vari* 
mtions  in  the  chemical  compositions  noticed  by  Mr  Phillips, 
from  what  he  discovered  in  the  same  articles  prepared  by  him- 
self; variations,  which  if  the  same  rigid  investigation  was  pursued 
to  detect  them,  would  be,  doubtless,  found  in  preparations  made 
^t  different  periods  of  time,  by  every  practical  chemist ;  I  have 
only  to  add,  tlmt  being  personally  engaged  in  the  management  of 
that  very  important  department  of  the  Dusiness  of  the  Socie^  of 
Apothecaries,  which  relates  to  the  purchasing  of  drugs,  I  can, 
irom  my  own  knowledge,  assert,  that  the  utmost  attention  is  gi* 
yen,  at  all  times,  to  procure  the  best  articles  that  the  market  will 
^fibrd,  without  an^  regard  to  superiority  of  price ;  and  that, 
both  in  the  chemical  and  galenical  branches  of  that  extensive 
establishment,  every  possible  care  is  taken,  by  the  daily  inspect 
pon  of  the  managers  during  the  processes,  that  tliey  shall  be  pro- 
perly conducted  $  which  inspection  is  repeated,  previously  to  the 
^Medicine  bcinf;  exposed  to  sale,  to  ascertain  that  its  quality  is  ia 
pyeiy  respect  tree  from  defect. 
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A  writer,  residing  sever^  hundred  miles  from  the  metropolis^ 
must  necessarily  be  unacquainted  with  these  circumstances :  but, 
though  this  ignorance  may  be  considered  as  a  very  sufficient 
reason  for  instituting  liberal  inquiry  and  calm  investigation^  it 
can  never  be  admitted  an  apology  for  indiscriminate  censure^ 
and  unjust,  because  unfounded,  condemnation. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  great  respect,  your»  &c« 

Henry  Field, 
C^rist*s  Hospital^  London^  2lst  Aug.  1812. 


Extracts  from  a  Letter  to  Dr  Duncan,  Jun.,  written  by  a 
Physician  in  London. 

1 .  Of  the  Sadden  and  unexpected  Deaths  in  the  Acute  Rheumatism^ 
Probably  every  physician  of  long  and  extensive  practice  in 
this  country,  has  had  occurrences  otdeath,  in  the  acute  rheuma* 
tism,  after  being  in  a  state  of  delirium  for  a  few  hours,  or  some- 
times instantlv,  without  any  symptoms  of  disease  previously.  In 
such  cases  of  late,  there  has  been  found,  on  dissection,  inflamma* 
tion  of  the  heart;  and,  however  inexplicable  the  sudden  death 
may  be  from  this  morbid  state,  still  many  persons  are  disposed  to 
believe  that  there  is  some  connexion  between  them ;  especially 
as,  in  some  instances,  the  symptoms  of  affection  of  the  heart  doea 
subsist  for  several  days,  or  longer,  before  death.  In  the  gout^ 
sudden  and  unexpected  deaths  occur  still  oftener  than  in  the 
rheumatism ;  but  inflammation  of  the  heart,  perhaps,  has  not  beeu 
noticed,  which,  however,  is  quite  as  likely  to  occur,  and  be  the 
occasion  of  the  fatal  termination,  as  in  the  other  dtseiise.  In« 
qoiry  by  dissection  is  wanted  to  ascertain  this  point. 

2.  Of  different  Kinds  of  Fen  Miasmata. 
The  marsh  fevers  and  the  disease  of  sheep  called  the  rot,  often 
prevailing  at  the  same  time,  in  the  same  kinds  of  wet  land,  Dr 
Harrison  concluded,  that  the  occanional  cause  was  similar  for 
both  diseases.  That  this  is  not  the  truth,  is  proved  by  the  ab- 
sence of  the  disease  of  sheep  in  some  of  the  most  inlested  dis- 
tricts with  fevers.  The  marsh  of  Chitney,  near  Rochester,  is 
one  of  die  best  sheep-pastures  in  £ngland ;  the  rot  never  occurs 
in  it ;  but  it  is  really  uninhabitable,  on  account  of  its  producing 
intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  This  fact  seems  to  show,  that 
there  are  diiferent  kinds  of  miasmata  in  fens.  Also,  Dr  Harrisoi^i 
has  lately  proved,  tliat  the  rot  is  not  occasioned  by  any  kind  of 
berb  eaten  by  the  animals,  for  they  became  diseased  with  the 
rot,  although  they  were  secured  against  the  effects  of  grass  fooc| 
]}y  muzzling  them* 
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8,  Of  the  girat  Injury  of  tie  Brain^  wUhoid  S^mptom^ 
It  is  true  that  a  considerable  suppuration  of  the  brain  with 
much  water  takes  place,  without  disordering  greatly  any  of  the 
organs,  viz.  little  increase  of  the  circulation,  no  dyspnoea,  no  con- 
atipation  of  the  bowels,  no  pain  of  the  head,*  no  failure  of  the  ap- 
petite, nor  deliriuni,  till  within  a  few  days  of  dissolution.  Dilata- 
tion of  the  pupils  was  observed  for  a  few  hours  at  tihfies,  during 
diree  weeks  before  death,  but  otherwise  the  sight  was  not  affected 

4-.  Erythema^ 
A  person  has  been  uniformly  affected  with  erythema  of  the 
face,  during  the  last  six  or  seven  years,  every  time  he  opens  a 
bottle  contaming  the  liquid  nitro-muriate  of  platina,  within  two 
or  three  feet  distance,  and  without  touching  the  face.  The  same 
effect  is  produced  by  opening  a  bottle  conuining  dry  ammonit- 
dxide  of  platina.  If  the  smallest  particle  of  these  substances  be 
brought  into  contact  with  the  face,  even  the  fingers,  tliough 
they  oe  carefully  wiped  after  touching  these  preparations,  if  they 
come  in  contact  with  the  face,  the  erythema  is  excited.  It 
spreads  rapidly  over  the  skin  of  the  face,  feeling  verv  hot,  itching 
extremely  j  of  course,  occasioning  a  pale  rose-red  colour.  In  two, 
three,  or,  at  most,  four  houre,  this  slight  disease  disappears 
Wetting  the  affected  parts  with  cold  water,  frccjuently  gives 
creat  relief,  and  especially  with  rectified  spirit  of  wme. 

5.  Of  the  Matter  of  Fulmonary  Tubercles. 
This  matter  is  certainly  not  glandular,  as  some  great  names 
have  asserted,  but  it  is  as  much  out  of  the  circulation  as  the  urine 
Itself,  or  any  other  secreted  substance.  It  is  coagulated  lymph, 
at  least  it  has  many  properties  of  that  substance,  as  shown  by 
chemistry.  It  is  a  secreted  matter,  excited  by  a  great  number  of 
different  dise$ises,  analogous  to  the  occasional  causes  of  dropsy. 

Medical  Lectures  in  the  University  of  Edinburgh. 


Pietetics,  Materia  Medica,  and  ' 

Pharmacy       -      *      -      - 
practice  of  Phjsip  ^      - 

Chemistry  &  Chemical  Pharmacy 
Theory  of  Physic      -      •      . 
Anatomy  and  Surgery 


Theory&PractlceofMidwifery   {'^"•^I-J^-j  ^^'^J-^-Hama 


Wed- 
nesday, 
Oct.  28. 


8  (  Dr  James  Home. 
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11 
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3  o'clock. 


Dr  Gregory. 
Dr  Hope. 
Dr  Duncan,  sen. 
Drs  Monro. 


ton. 


Military  Surgery,  Monday,  Nov.  9,  by  Dr  Thomson. 
Medical  Jurisprudence,  Saturday,  Nuv.  14,  by  Dr  Duncan,  juo. 
turai  History,  Wednesday,  Nov,  25,  by  Mr  Jameson.  * 
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Clinical  Lectures,  on  the  Cases  of  Patients  in  the  Royal  Infirmary, 
by  Dr  HomQ  and  Dr  Rutherford,  Tuesday,  November'] 0,  at  4  o'clock 
afternoon. 

Clinical  Surgery  by  Mr  Russelli  on  Monday^  November  2.  at  5 
P.M. 

Practical  Anatomy,  under  the  superintendance  of  Dr  Monro,  jun. 
who  will  also  give  a  coarse  of  Morbid  Anatomy. 

During  the  Summer  Session,  Lectures  rvill  he  given  an  thcJbOotainf 
Branches  of  Education. 

Botany,  by  Dr  Rutherford. 

Midwifenr,  by  Dr  Hamilton. 

Clinical  Lectures  on  Medicine,  by  Dr  Duncan,  sen* 

I'.j  M  on  Surgery,  by  Mr  Russell. 


On  the  24th  of  June,  the  Senatus  Academicus  of  the  Univer^i 
aity  of  Edinburgh  conferred  the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine 
on  the  (bllowing  gentiemen,  after  having  gone  through  the  ap- 
pointed examinations,  and  publicly  defended  tlieir  respective  in*^ 
augural  dissertations. 

From  EgotAHD* 
James  Barry,  De  Merocde. 

Henry  Stephens  Belcombe,         De  Febre  Hectica. 
Andrew  Boutflower,  De  Fulneribus  Pntlio  inflictis. 

John  Churton,  De  Sanguine  Miiiendo, 

,».pKCd«»c«k.«*,.  {°'2t^s.^f:ii2^*' 

John  Dick,  D9  (hsium  Absorbentis. 

Marshall  Hall,  De  Febribus  Inordinatis, 

Jonathan  Mercer  M'Culloch,  De  MaRs  Ida  Capite  exortis. 

George  Wallis,  De  Motu  Musculorum. 

Francis  Whaley,  De  Febribus. 

Richard  Williams,  De  Fluxu  Hcemorrhoidali^ 

From  Wales. 
Fraaefa  James  Hughet,;  De  Colds  Usu  in  Agricubura, 

James  C.  Joaes,  De  Angina  Pectoris. 

From  Ireljhdw 
William  John  Bell,  De  Typho. 

William  Campion,  De  Tetano. 

James  F.  Carrol.  1^^  ^"^"^  ^^  Functionibus  Pulmo^ 

{^     num. 
Henry  Clements, ,  De  Apoplexia. 

Samuel  Forbes  Crawford^  De  Scarlatina. 

M»Vol&y^  "  De  Diabet^ 
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Victor  Herview, 
Henry  Irwin, 
Samuel  Lindsay, 
Thomas  Putnam  M'Cabe, 

William  Ryan, 

Thomas  Charlton  Speer, 

George  Barclay, 
William  Bell, 
Alexander  Hannay, 
Richard  Kellet, 
Neil  Maxwell* 
John  Robertson, 
William  Robertson, 
Robert  Sanders, 
David  Scott, 

John  Smith, 

James  Watson, 

John  William  WaUon, 

James  Weir, 


De  Tetano, 

De  Fulneriius  Sdoj^Hdu 

De  SenectuU. 

De  Rubeola. 

{De  Quarwidam  Arimamm  in  Ccr^ 
pore  Hwnano  DUtrihiUicne. 
De  Ntttura  Afna* 

From  ScdTiJiND. 

De  Erif update. 

De  Difsenteria. 

De  Apoflena  Sangvimeiu 

De  PneununUa. 

De  Hepatkide. 

De  Urn  et  Effhetibus  AretnieL 

De  Dytenieria. 

De  Angina  Pectoris* 

De  Genere  Mucoso. 

{De  UiUiiate  Morborum  Naturam  Ca* 
daveribus  Sectis  exploran^L 
De  Hydrdkoracem 
-  De  Dj/speptia* 
De  Angina  Pectoris* 


From  Jamaica* 
De  Ictero* 

From  Bbjlmvdas. 

De  Vestitu  Lanea* 

From  St  Cjcoix. 
De  Rubeda. 
De  Hydropkobiam 

From  East  Indies* 

De  Phthisi  Pulmonali* 
De  Infiammatione* 

From  MADtikA. 

De^Cceli  Effectu  in  Genus  Humanum* 

And,  on  the  1^  of  September,  the  SMne  boocmr  was  con- 
ferred on  the  following  Gentlemen. 


Colin  Campbell, 

Augustas  E.  DalzelU 

James  Carden, 
Andrew  Kennedy, 

William  Bruce, 
James  Mouat, 

Nicholas  C.  Pitta, 


John  Pickering, 
John  Wardell, 

Richard  Orattan, 
John  Morrison, 
Hubert  Prendergast, 
Wiliiam  Young, 


From  England. 

De  Febre  FalacriensL 
De  Scarlatina. 

From  Ireland. 

De  Hepate  et  BiUs  Secretione. 

De  Typho  Icterode. 

De  Apoplrjtia. 

De  Phihisi  Pulmonali*' 


Ml*.  Gmdmitiam  at  BiMnrsi  ki  18H,  si^ 

Frmn  Scotiahi}. 

Alexander  Aitkcn>  De  Typho  Graviare. 

iVilliam  Bowie,  De  Asthmaie, 

Robert  Renwick,  De  Hydrothorace. 

Richard  Sinnol,  De  Chorea* 

George  Waddel,  De  Fehre  IfUermHtente. 

From  St  Citotx, 

John  Lttlie  Htint,  {^'oZTT"^  "*  '^""^  * 

JFVOfR  BitAZiL* 

Marcuuo  Perdni  Ribeiro,  J  ^'^f  KST''^*  *^  ^'"'^^ 

Queries  in  regard  to  the  comparative  Quantities  of  NoMritkmeni  afford^ 
ed  by  different  Substances. 
The  following  queries,  which  have  a  reference  to  a  scale  of  nutri- 
ment,  contained  in  a  communication  presented  by  Mr  Pitt  of  Bir« 
mingham  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  were  transmitted  by  the  Right 
Honourable  President,  to  the  Editor,  who  hopes,  by  inserting  them 
in  this  Journal,  to  procure  the  important  object  to  which  they  are 
directed. 

It  would  be  very  desirable  to  form  some  idea  of  the  relative  value 
of  the  various  articles  of  human  food,  produced  from  arable  and  grass 
lands,  in  point  of  nutriment,  making  good  wheaten  bread  the  stand- 
ard, and  dividing  it  into  a  hundred  parts,  the  scale  to  be  both  up« 
wards  and  downwards ;  and  for  that  purpose  to  procure  as  satisfac- 
tory  answers  as  possible,  to  the  following  queries. 

1.  What  is  the  difference,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  a  pound 
of  good  wheaten  bread,  and  a  pound  of  average  beef— pork— ^mut- 
ton— veal  ? 

2.  Is  it  a  fair  calculation,  that  one  pound  of  good  butcher  meat,  is, 
on  an  average,  equal  to  two  pounds  of  good  wheaten  bread  ? 

3.  Do  you  think  that  two  pounds  of  fresh  milk  are  equal,  as  food 
for  man,  to  one  pound  of  wheaten  bread  ? 

4>.  Is  cheese  of  good  quality  equal,  in  point  of  nutriment,  to  but- 
cher meat .' 

5.  Is  butter  twice  as  nutritive  as  meat  ? 

6  When  wheat  weighs  60  lib.  per  bushel,  does  it  produce  only 
48  lib.  of  flour,  and  12  lib.  of  bran  and  pollard ;  and  will  the  48  lib* 
of  flour,  when  baked,  produce  60  lib.  of  bread  I 

7.  Is  one  pound  of  good  ale  equal  in  nourishment  to  half  a  pound 
of  bread  ? 

8.  What  is  the  difference  between  barley  and  wheat,  in  point  of 
nutriment  ? 

9*  What  between  wheat  and  oats  f 

10.  What  is  the  difference,  in  point  of  nutriment,  between  wheatat 
flour,  and  pease  meal,  or  bean  meal  f 

11.  Is  the  calculation  right,  that  9^  lib.  of  potatoes  is  equal  to  I 
lib*  o{  bread  \ 


59<t  tUmA/Jw  (MmIous  OemfliAigt.  At 

Lttterfrom  the  Right  Hon.  Sm  John  SivcLAiRy  BarL  io  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  College  of  Phy$kians  at  Edtnlmrgh^  on  the  tUmeiy  iatd^ 
dUcfroeredfor  Calculous  Complaints, 

SIR,— -I  am  persuaded  that  jou  will  concur  with  me  ia  opioigiif 
that  there  ore  no  complaints,  incident  (o  mankind,  ibr  irlucb  it  » 
more  desirable  to  discoTer  a  core,  or  e»en«  safe  and  effectual  meass 
of  preventing,  than  those  of  a  calculous  nature.  The  miacries  feb 
by  those  who  are  ajBlicted  wkh  the  atone  or  gravel,  are  dreadful  be* 
jond  description  ;  and  any  cure  effected  bv  surgical  c^ecatian  is  boC 
only  of  a  nature  peculiarly  severe,  and  often  fatal»  but  does  net  al- 
ways prevent  a  repetition  of  the  complaint.  It  is  with  nincb  piei- 
sure,  therefore,  that  I  call  the  attention  of  the  respectable  Body  orer 
whom  you  preside,  to  the  means  which  have  been  iiecent^  Aaciiver« 
ed,  by  which  calculous  complaints  may,  there  is  every  reason  to  hope, 
be  prevented  from  proving,  in  future,  fo  fcnrpiidaUe  »souree  of  ha- 
man  misery. 

The  paper,  printed  in  the  Philosophical  Transectionstf  Aa.  ISIO^ 
entitled,  '*  Observations  on  the  Effects  of  Magnesia  in  preveotiBg  aa 
increased  fonnatioQ  of  the  Uric  Acid,  **  written  by  Mr  Williaai  T. 
Brande,  is  the  first  suggestion,  so  far  as  my  information  reacbe%  that 
has  been  published,  recommending  magnesia  as  an  antidote  to  the 
formation  of  stone  or  gravel. 

The  inquiries  of  that  eminent  surgeon,  Mr  Honoe^  iato  tbe  foao* 
tions  of  the  stomach,  and  his  discovery  that  liquids  pass  fivRn  the 
cardiac  portion,  into  the  circulation  of  the  bl<N>d,  (F!uIos<»phicsl 
Transactions,  April  1808),  led  him  to  consider^  that  the  geoenJitj 
of  calculous  complaints  might  possibly  be  preiTented,  by  intradudng 
into  the  stomach*  such  substances  as  are  capable  of  preveoUi^  the 
formation  oi  uric  acid ;  and  that  this  mode  of  treatment  would  hare 
many  advantages  over  the  usual  method,  which  consists  in  attempt* 
ing  to  dissolve  the  ucic  acid  after  it  is  formed. 

He  consulted,  it  would  appear,  Mr  Hatcbett,  on  the  sobstsocs 
most  likely  to  produce  this  effect  $  and  that  respectable  chemist  ceo- 
curred  with  him  in  opinion,  that  magnesia,  from  its  insoli^ility  in 
water,  was  peculiarly  well  adapted  for  the  purpose,  as  it  would  re- 
main in  the  stomach,  until  it  should  combine  with  any  acid,  w  ba 
carried  along  with  the  food  to  the  pylorus* 

These  gentlemen,  anxious  to  have  a  complete  investigation  of  a 
subject  wi  peculiarly  interesting,  requested  Mf  Brande  to  assist  them 
in  the  prosecution  of  it ;  and  many  opportunities  haviqg  occurred  ef 
carrying  on  the  inquiry,  during  an  attendance  on  patients  afficted 
with  calculous  complaints,  the  results  of  their  jomt  labours  were 
commuuicated  to  the  Royal  Society  in  the  importaQt  paper  I  have 
alluded  to,  which  is  earnestly  recommended  to  the  consideration  of 
every  medieval  person,  who  nuiy  have  patients  afflicted  with  such 
complaints  under  his  care* 

As  calculous  matters  are  not  uniformly  of  the  same  descriptioi^i 
ft  is  certainly  desirable  to  ascertain,  by  the  assistance  of  some  medi- 
cal person,  the  specitie  nature  of  the  complaint  widi  which  my  kJk 


I31t.  SemeJ^for  (UOeOoui  Oaiii^a^  6i§ 


h  aflieted ;  bvt  bedsig  anxfanis  that  those  i^'  tre  at  a  ^ii- 
horn  medScal  md,  or  who  cannot  pMiapt  affi>rd  to  procnre  it» 
sKould  be  able  to  avaO  themielvcs  of  Ibis  new  difcovexy,  I  took  the 
lit>ert7  of  applying  to  Mr  Brande  for  a  thort  ttateinent  of  the  inan« 
TM>&r  in  which  the  rfem^dy  onffht  in  general  to  be  applied ;  and  he; 
^«o^th  that  liberalitj  which  belongs  to  troe  genius^  luU  fonushed  me 
'witli  the  following  pardcnlars. 

^  The  best  method  of  giving  the  aoJagnesiit  it  ht  plain  wiitfer,  or 
xcailky  to  be  taken  In  the  nioming  early,  and  at  sbid^day.  If  the 
siomach  is  weak,  and  thi^  produces  flatdencf,  or  noeasj  sensations, 
some  comnion  bitter^  such  as  gentian*  may  be  taken  with  it^^^  it 
p^orges,  a  little  opium  may  be  added. 

*•  The  mode  in  which  maenesia  operates  in  preirenting  the  format 
tion  of  stone  or  ^Tel,  Mr  Srande  believes  to  be/  by  preTeniltag  the 
formation  of  acid  in  the  stomach.  ^ 

'<  Where  there  is  a  stone  actually  formed  in  the  bladder,  it  is  of 
mdvantage,  (if  the  case  is  a  proper  one  for  the  use  of  magnesia),  by 
preventing  the  increasing  in  size. 

*'  The  dose  of  magnesia  must  entirely  depend  upon  the  circum* 
stances  of  its  case-^^n^a%,  five  grains,  twice  or  thrice  a.  day,  to 
cfaildren  bdow  ten  years  of  age;  fifteen  and  nii^nty  grains  to  adults.' 
**  Mr  Brande  has  alii^yal  givet  common  magnesnu    The  calcin- 
ed may  occasionally  be  used  with  advantage.    Any  omission  of  the 
remedy  for  a  time  must  entirel]^  depend  on  the  state  of  the  patient. . 
.   '<  In  regard  to  diet,  no  particular  regimen  Is  necessary.    Antmaf 
food  may  be  taken  in  the  same  quantities,  and  of  the  saa||  sorts  as 
usnal.    The  patient  should  avoid  strong  wines,  snel^  a^hort  and* 
Itf  adeira,   and  indeed  should  abstain  from  pure  wine  altogether. 
Spirits  should  not  be  taken  in  any  form.    Lemons  and  vniegar  need 
not  be  absolutely  avoided,  unless  the  bowels  are  too  open.    Orangea 
and  other  fruits,  when  ripe,  may  be  uken.  '* 

There  is  every  reason  to  hope,  from  th^  success  Aat  has  already 
attended  the  application  of  this  remedy  in  various  caises,  that  ft  may. 
prove  an  effectual  me^s  of  preventing  the  greatest  proportion  of 
calculous  complaints  ;  and  it  is  impossible  to  foresee,  to  what  a  state 
of  improvement  it  may  yet  be  brought,  in  the  course  of  further  ex- 
petience,  when  the  attention  of  a  number  of  able  and  learned  men 
(as  I  trust  will  be  the  case)  is  directed  to  its  application. 

"F^erhaps  there  is  no  disorder  to  which  mankind  is  liable,  for  which 
nature  has  not  provided  some  remedy,  or  at  least  some  means  of  al-^ 
leviatioo,  though,  in  both  respects,  much  remains  to  be  learnt ;  and 
any  discovery  that  can  be  serviceable  in  calculous  complaints,  from 
the  infinite  distress  they  occasion,  must  prove,  in  a  peculiar  manner; 

f  ratifying  to  every  real  friend  to  the  happiness  of  the  human  race.^*-" 
have  the  honouf  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  humble  and  obedient  Servant* 

JOHN  SINCLAIR. 

27.  Old  Burlington  Street,  7th  May,  1812. 
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St  Gcoacw'e  Homitai^  ant  Qrmd  ^remge  Itaslt  Mtrnmrr 
Sgti^e.— Ib  tb«  firsi  w«dk  of  Oetober  will  MoitaMios  ji  ooone  of 
LectttMi  on  ibe  Bractioeof  Ph  jtic,  TkerapenticB,  sndOieinnferT, 
intke  tieetnre  fioom,  Mo^-d,  Ghreftt  Oeoi^  Street,  Hanover 
SkfBtme  (r«noved  ftom  Leieester  Squarel),  at  the  usual  mcwnix^ 
htmUf  iHk  The  laedieal  lectures  at  eight,  and  the  chemtcdl  tt  a 
quarter  after  nine  o'clock  f  by  George  Pearsotit  M.  D.  P.  R.  SL 
seoior  plljfMiciaQ  of  St  Oeoige'a  HtwpitaU  of  Ae  Royal  CoUe^ 
of  Phyfiioau^  tec.  A  veralar  is  kept  of  Dr  Bearaon'a  Oaaes  m 
Si  Geoi^ge's  Hospital,  ana  an*  account  is  giveft  of  them  efuy 
SafaHPdaj  mofoiiig^  at  a  dhieal  lectiirei  at  nme  o'clock* 

LonAm  Hospttah 
Dr  Biixtoii!s  autumnal  course  of  Lectures  on  tbe  Ftactioe  of 
Medicine,  will  be  commenced  on  Thursday  morning,  1st  Octo- 
ber, at  11  o'clock. 

Dr  Clouoh'  wiU  oommenoe,  early  fn  October  next,  bis  Ao> 
iumn$l  Course  of  Lectures  on  the  Science  of  Midwifery,  inckid- 
ing  the  Diseases  of  Wbmei^  and  Infiuita,  at  his  bouae,  Nob  fiS, 
Bond  Street,  London.  Studa&ls  who  are  prqpar^  ^oalifiaf, 
will  be  amply  pronded  with  cas^  to  attend  in  rotation,  which 
are  governed  b^  the  number  of  FaiiaBia  admitted  to  hia  Inatka- 
tion.  Their  view*  also  mU^  be  gseaily  fiynrarded  hf  WceUy 
Escamin^ions  of  the  piacading  Lectwres,  timely  notice  of  wbi^ 
will  be  l^WMin  most  of  tke  Moming  and  Evening  Pispera. 

II     lit 

DrMramaiaiii,  Physician-Acconch^ur  to  the  Middlesex  Hos* 
pital,  and  the  Westminster  General  Dispensary,  wiO  b^n  a 
Ciourse  of  Lectures  on  the  Theory  and  Practice  of  Midwifery, 
and.  the  Diseases  of  Women  and  Children,  on  Monday,  Octo- 
ber 1^,  at  the  Middlesex  Hospital. 

The  Royal  College  of  Surgeons  in  London  have  adjudged  die 
Jacksoniaa  Priae  for  the  vear  1811,  to  Mr  Joseph  Hodgsm  of 
Bucldersbnry,  London,  lor  his  Dissertation  on  the  Diseases  of 
Arteries  and  Veins,  comprising  the  Treatment  of  Aneurisms  and 
Wounded  Arteries^ 


GomnraBieirtioiis  ftooi  Mr  ¥boo  and  Mr  Pmno*  and  an  aBBOoymous  one  fim 
Pakleyt  were  received  toa  late  for  imertioii'  In  tiie  fment  Number;  d»>» 
Latter  from  Mr  Wiikina  of  fmrfiM^  to  whom  tfia  Editan  mam  tMr 

thanki  for  his  admo&itioiiai 


*,*  Communications  may  Ije  addressed  to  the  Editors,  to  the  cars  of  Iffevn 
CowRABLB  &  Ca  Edinbursh ;  Meaors  Lonomam,  Hvaar,  Rs£s,  Oua&  Bmovm 
JLondon ;  and  OitaiKT  &  Hodobs,  Dublin. 

2^0.  XXXIU.  mU  be  published  on  the  Ut  oj  Junuaty  181S« 
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